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CTBWiE! 


L ike millions of people ail over tlw country. tlie youth of IT and of other Stales must ha%v 
TOtclied with interest the poll planks of the vanou.s contending political parties in the 
NovcmlKT elertions TheConga‘\s promised Mis lorm'iyoneil it wa.s returned to powerm 
the States concerned Now that the [xill verclid has k-en a mixed one, it remains to be seer, 
whether the as.surance in resjx'a of j<>bs. esfyKially for unemployed wuih, will be 
itnpleniemcd Promises, a t ynit said, are meani lo be oioken. especially after tlic elertions. 
Indian youth evil] be st>reiy disappoinied if iiLstory repeats ii.sei! in this arena, 

Of equal concern to all vi <ung men and women intending hr appear in ,‘«)me examination or 
other was liie .\rili-vopymg f irdiijance issued by a 1 .P, government which was in power until 
rc-centK. riie mena<.i- of mass copying lias teduted exammatums to a larce TTiis does not 
damage tlie prospes ts of any fxilii i< al party, as such, but it does much damage in tlie 
education field and i ertamh lowers ethw al and txiicr standards And yet, klieve if or not. 
barely 20 minutes of avsunung offue on Deceirilier -i, the new Chief Minister of UP Krapped 
the controversial ordinance. We are told the entiie education ss'stem is to lie rcvamiied. That 
intention is gorxi so lar a.s ir goea. hut what hopes ot improvement can one entertain if mass 
copying in examinations is not stopped? TTif pm>riiies of politicians are indeed strange. 

This Sptx ia! issue c»t C-.M. as our a*aJc‘rs will notice, is .i bumper one and is full (rfliighly useful 
an<J t arefulK ci im)siif\f material foi youth aspinng K > bright earners We fee! confident that tlie 
gicat amount ot iakiur that has gone into the preparation of this issue will lx‘ apprt CLted 
We slwll welcome suggestions and comments m this regard 
Tk ith our best wishes for a happe and prospertnis N'esv Yeat. 

Yours sincere!'. 
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INPIA AND ailNA 

r/M’rt’ is no credibilily in 
Cbiita's foreign policy, 
specialty due to strategic 
reasons and the changing 
global political scenario in 
the licit* world order in 
which encry powerful 
cotmtry tries to preseme its 
interests for its own sake. It 
is almost impossible to 
recover the Indian territories 
annexed by China in 1962, 

But molohging the dialogue 
is advisable; it is needed to 
keep the region peaceful and 
to get the snpjmrt of China 
on Kashmir, Useetns that 
China's policy is to get our 
ftill suftfHn't on the Tilyct 
issue; so India must he 
cautions. It is important to 
adopt a positive foreign 
policy so that we may 
safeguard our national 
interests 

Ramp^ih Chandra 
BlnilKmi“,imr 
Right from the time a 
Chinese traveller Hue Van 
San came to India the 
cordiality and friendly 
relations between India and 
China have continued, except 
for a break caused by the 
1%2 invasion. In fact several 
thousand Chinese hair been 
living for centuries in 
Calailta in peace and 
harmony. After the recent 
visit of oiir PM, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, to China, 
the relations have once again 
taken a happy him. It is 
evident that China has made 
far more progress in ei'cry 
^hm of life than India. 

I They an‘ good in sports and 
I games, industrial products, 
husincss and trade as well as 
agriculhtre, art and culture. 
India should try to establish 
; closer relations with China 
; for its own benefit. 

B.N. Bose 
Calcullii 

■ INDO-PAK RELATIONS 
It is good to know that 
. India and Pakistan have 
agreed to resume bilateral 
talks to defuse the Kashmir 
problem inaccordince with 
the Simla Agreement. Bill the 
yueslion is whether this 




smeiith romtd of talks will 
bring any amicable solution 
or will be a failtin; like the 
earlier six rounds. Only time 
will tell. 

At present Indo-Pak 
relations have reached a 
level where reconciliation 
has become very difficult. If 
during the talks India and 
Pakistan maintain patience, 
show sincerity and follow 
Swami Virekananda's 
me.ssage "Arise, awake and 
stop not nil the desired end 
is reached’', then the next 
round of talks will yield rich 
dividends. 

Chanchal Sarkar 

Piilhitiiki'l 

Keeping in view the' 
recent progress of the peace 
process in West Asia, Afs 
Benazir Klmtto, the newly 
elected Prime .Minister of 
Pakistan, should also i hange 
her policif towards India. 

Ms Bhutto should aLso 
discard her angularities and 
establish friendship with 
India to herald a new em of 
peace and prosperity. 

M.S. Ansari 

.4rs/.\'/w) 

REMEMBERING SHASTRI 
Mr l.nl Biihadur Sltaslri, 
the late Prime Minister, was 
one of the most dynamn 
leaders the country has had. 
However, bis speeches and 
photographs, and also films 
and books on him, are rarely 
available. Remedial 
measures should he lakni in 
this regard. The ncir breed of 
politicians, leaders and the 
general public can certainly 
draw inspiration from the 
life of Mr Shastri. 

P. Sivarani Prasad 
Knnick.l 

SECURITY COVER 
Disclosures made in 
Parliamcnl in recent months 
shme that there is a virtual 
craze among many 
welfiplttced politicians, 
incbiding legislators, to gel 
security cover in order to 
enhance their prominence 
and their personal image in 
the eyes of the people. All the 
securiiy arrangements made 
by the CtovemmaU^ of India, at 


IffliK 

the insistepce of persons tvlio 
think their life is in danger, 
are of course at puhlk cost. 

It is indeed an irony 
that these VIPs have no 
consideration for the 
interests of the taxpayer who 
has to foot the 
everdnereasing bill for such 
security covers. Are these 
people not hypocrites? They 
profess to serve the public' 
cause ami yet insist on 
actiims that damage the 
interests of the pecrple. All 
security covers should be 
done away with. 

R.S. Sliarma 
Bomba 1 / 

NAXALITE THREAT 
In my view the Centre 
and the State governments, 
especially those of Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, have failed 
in their duly to protect Hie 
people against the threats 
held out by who 

indulge in killings now and 
then. These niis^iided youth 
threatened that the index 
finger of every person, if 
found to he having the ink 
mark showing that he cast 
his vote, would be chopped 
off. It is a good sign that the 
people ignored the threat. 

But how is it that the 
Covemmenl is unable to 
catch ilio.se xvho incited the 
people to boycott a 
democratic process? 

G.S. Bhiiigava 
Htingtihtr 

CM 1‘EATURES 

Lveu after getting a job, 

I could not stop reading your 
popular magazine and su 1 
am still a regular reader. Alt 
the articles, I find, are 
informative and highly iisifiil. 
While the ‘Coi’cr Slorif' 

I oHveys a lot ofinforination 
about some important 
problem, the article, 
'Personality Development' 
boosts one's morale. 

May this magazine keep 
on helping thousands of its 
readers in building up their 


careers! ■*, 

R.K.R«hiic 
Hyderabad 

There is no denying the 
fact that "Competition 
Master" is the best magazine 
in th^ market. The 
presentation of national and 
international events in this 
magazine is superb. The 
analytical ansivcrs of the 
problems related to 
Mathematics and Reasoning 
enable the students to 
overcome all complications. 

/ and other subscribers loish 
it a bright future. 

Prashant Kumar 

Lucknow 

I am a regular reader of 
CM. The worth of the 
magazine is immense. It is 
doing an excellent job by 
providing necessary 
information to amhitioiis 
candidates appearing in 
various conifictitive e.rams. 
Yon should start a new 
column "Know your Facts" 
in which you could reply to 
the readers' queries. 

Ash win! Shukla 

Gnrakhpur 

Many thanks for 
inclusion of the new feature 
'Civil Sendees (Mam) 

Siweial' in the Lompetilion 
master, which 15 a unique 
step for improvement of the 
magazine. It has made the 
magazine more valuable. The 
civil .services questions and 
answers arc highly 
instructive and useful. The 
magazine has got eivrytiling 
young men and women look 
for and il toiu hes 011 all 
important problem.s. A 
notable feature of C.M. is a 
de tailed analysis of news 
and featnre.s bn national and 
international affairs, which 
most contemporary 
magazines lack. 

Tamanna AH 

New Delhi 


APPEAL TO READERS 

iVr shall be grateful if you could send ns the question 
papers of the varicnis competitive exams for which you may 
have appeared recently. 

Postage expenses will he rr-imbiirsed to all those 
Sliding us the original papers. 
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Everyone keeps tellin] 
you to improve upon 

your results 


But who’s helping you 

to do it? 


There are a lot of voices these 
days, from the parents down, 
urging you to secure a seat in a 
Medical/Engineering college. 

It’s not surprising. 

These are amongst the most 
attractive professions of all time. 

That is the reason why private 
medical colleges in this country 
are accepting ‘donations’ from 
Rs. 8 to IS lakhs* just for a seat. 

The potential is enormous. 


The problem is quite sizeable 
too. 

This is way Sachdeva New P.T. 
College can be so invaluable. 

This institution has been 
helping students secure a seat in 
a Medical/En^neering college, for 
the past many years and now has 
become a watchword for 
success. 

We have the experience, the 
specialist’s knowledge and all the 


notes you need. 

Naturally, as a monopolist we 
are indispensable if you want to 
secure a seat in a Medical/ 
Engineering college, without 
giving donations. 

At Sachdeva New P.T. College, 
we want you to succecMi. 

Because, as you succeed, we 
succeed. 

So, if you are planning a career, 
v^y not join hands with us right 
now? 

We will lead you to 
success. 


* News Item in the Indian Express dated 7th F^ruary, 1993 


*EverySingU (Day Counts. SendtR^. 10/~ for (Prospectus By (hi.O./(Ban((^(DTaft Tbday. 

SACHDEVAI^COLLEGE 

H.O. 29-CM, SOUTH PATEL NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110 008 
PHONES . 5783399,5788070,5788182 FAX: 91-11-5748070 

CENTRES: AGRA□ AUQARHQ ALLAHABADQ ANfiUTSAR□ BHATINDA □ BHILAI□ BHUBANESHWARO CUTTACE □ IffiLHl 
FARIDABAD Q GHA/IABAD O QORAiCHPURQ GURGAON □ GWALIOR □ INDORE □ JABALPUR □ JAIPUR □ JAMMU 
JAMS^DPURQ JHANSiO KANPUR □ LUCKNOWO LUDHIANA □ MEERUT □ PANIPAT U PAtlALAQ ROHTAK 


DnirDK-m a n VADAvaei 


EDITORIAL 


The Voters’ Victory 


T he November elections will long be 

remembered for their unique character and the 
vital lessims they have imparted to the political 
parties. Tlie entire exercise has rightly been described 
by the authorities directly or indircctly concerned as 
perhaps the most peaceful and the fairest in recent 
decades. Most of the previous polls wcie 
characterised by irregularities, malpractices, violence 
leading to murders, booth capturing, mLsu.se of the 
ballot-box and much else that was distinctly 
unethical. This election was largely free from such 
taints; the voter turn-out was also large. None of the 
participants alleged the adoption of unfair practices 
by their rivals. True, rcpolling was ortiered in several 
constituencies but such cases wem a fraction of tlie 
incidents that occurred last time or on other 
occasions. In UP, for instance, there were only three 
murders against nearly 200 during the preceding 
electoral exercise. The credit for this happy outcomt> 
goes largely to the Election Commission which 
ensured full observance of the rules, made adequate 
security arrangements and proscribed an extendtHi 
voting schedule that, even while prolonging the 
svKpense, enabled the law enforcing authorities to 
shift their personnel to the State where polling was 
imminent. Credit must be given where it is due. 

Equally important are the lessons of the polls. 
First, the voters (many of them illiterate) have shown 
beyond doubt that they are mature enough to 
distinguish between chalk and cheese, between mere 
rabble-rousers and the deserving candidates, 
between thost? who were given a chance but failed to 
perform, between tho.se who specialised in slogan 
raising and exploiting religion and those who stood 
for genuine .secularism. Apparently, the BJP’s 
"mandir card" has lost its appeal to the mas.ses. The 
voters are no longer carried away by the bigwig.s, tlie 
kith and kin factor and the "minister tags". Many 
ex-ministers, sons, wives and other relation.s of VIPs 
were compelled to bite the dust 

The emergence of a powerful political 
combination of backward classes. Details and 
Moslems in UP—^the most important Slate from the 


political angle—^is yet another proof tliat such 
sections of the people cannot be taken for granted. 
They have now formed a largely caste-based 
govorrmient in tliat State, relegating the major parties 
such as the Congress to the backgroimd and giving 
them much food for thought. The sufferers are now 
twiddling their tlnimbs in despair, but they got what 
they deserved. Complacency, obsession with power, 
the endemic infighting, the increasing dissidence, 
defiance of leaders and pursuance of unlimited 
ambition to reach the highest rung of the ladder 
anyhow, sooner or later lead to downfall. Tlic chink-s 
in party discipline and the Jeteriorafing standards of 
organisation have to be rectified if the losing parties 
are to regain tfieir eminence. 

"Hung legislatures" seem to be in fashion. U.P. 
has a "hung" House for the fourth time. Some of the 
political entities such as the Janata Dal have been 
reduced to irrelevance, though this faction-ridden 
party has the psychological satisfaction that its main 
slogan of uplifting the backward classf's has been 
successfully adopted by the better organised groups. 
Social justice, after all, is an unexceptional objective. 
It is, however, not so easy to achieve in the context of 
countless vested interests, baffling complications of 
the s(x:io-economic' scenario, the administrative 
hurdles and numerous other factors that qutrer the 
pitch for reformers. 

The variegated scenario created by the polls, 
with the Congress in power in (besides of course 
the Centre) Himachal Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh, the BJP on top in Delhi and Rajasthan 
(thtiugh delicately poised with the support of 
some independents in the latter case) and a 
relatively new SP-BSP combine with a non-Hindi 
knowing person as the dv facto Chief Minister of 
U.P., in the Hindi heartland, may ultimately turn 
out to be good for the masses who urgently need 
relief from poverty and destitution. They have 
effectively indicated their preference. The 
political parties, big and small, and their leaders 
at various levels can ignore the poll lessons only 
at their peril. 






>J.yj/''/ ^ '>rr 

^i^.k tf '/V ;;?~i' >;lir'/ ■'^'’''^'% ''■•'}'' T’?' > 

^-v- ">'\‘^/-’-?S'‘s%--‘'Y 

f;-» N *>r<<-!>A « .J> « ' '■ 






PILX3TTIIT e c TOnt Vgt^ 




|{«iii« Oi^iy: . 
■MMfttiritlMi'OmiMti' 
tainpMl yvwr WlvitR IWlal 
<Mm» »Umi hit Ot>, j2«. Okkli 
■ii t i mii > t B i ti M ,>to> Otmt ■ 







ibUXl'i^d/ ’ 

















Crucial Elections: N(^ble 
Verdict 


Communal forces recehvd a notable 
setback and secularism mej^d victorious 
in the elections to four formerly BJP- 
governed States (Himachal Pradesh. HP. 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradeslj) held in 
Noimnher. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
svxpt the polls in Delhi Mch voted early 
in November to elect a Legislative Assemb¬ 
ly for the first lime in 36 years. The party 
tim a clear trw-thirds tnajority and fornu'd 
the ministry. Both the Congress and the 
BJP uvrepiagued by rebels. 

The Congress scored significant tri¬ 
umphs in Himachal Pradesh and Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh. 

In U.P., the country's largest State, 
a new Scheduled Caste-dominated politi¬ 
cal combine, Samajtvadi Parly led by Mr 
Mulayam Singh Yadavand the Bahujan 
Samaj Party led by Mr Kanshi Ram, 
emerged as the krgest group with the 
support of scxxral nm-BJP groups, in¬ 
cluding the Congress which secured only 
28 seals in a 425-member Assembly, up- 
selting the calculations 0 / the BjP. The 
latter's Mandir slogan yielded little. 
Mulayam Singh-Kanshi Ram blocked the 
BfP's path. The Muslim vote played a 
significant role in tlu' poll outcome. 

In Himachal Pradesh the Congress 
urn a two-thirds majority securing 52 
seals in the 68-mcmber Assembly, pushing 
aside tlu: BjP which could get only 8 scats. 

In Rajasthan a hung Assembly 
emerged luith tlu‘ Congress securing 77 
seats against the BJP's 94 and Janata Dal's 
6. TheBJPand IIk ant i-BJP groups secured 
more or less the same numl^r of seats. 

The Janata Dal vxis vanquished in 
the main battleground (UP), and faced a 
critical period, although it had the satis¬ 
faction tlmt its major plank of social jus¬ 
tice and adequate resermlions for all 
weaker sections of society was acciTded 
by the electorate. It needs to be noted that 
lite major gainer of the polls—the SP- 


BSP combine—fimglit the elections on 
the same plank. "/Is long as the Social 
Justice flag is kept aloft, it doesn't matter 
who is holding it", said the JD leader, Mr 
V.P. Singh. He expressed his willingness 
to support all non-BJP parties. 

According to the. s]K)kesmnf of the 
CPM and of several other non-BJP 
groups, the wUrs in U.P. and elsewhere 
had clearly rejected commtnalism. 

The defeat of the BJP in Madhya 
Pradesh, where the parly had high ex¬ 
pectations of returning to power, was a 
notable gain foi the Congress, the mar¬ 
gin for the victor highlighted the voters' 
preference. 

Details of poll results 

Delhi: Total .seats 70. BJP 40, 
Congress 14, JD 4, Independents and 
others 3. 

Himachal Pradesh: Total seats 
68. Congre.ss 52, BJP 8, Independents 
and others 7. 

Rajasthan: Total seats 200. BJP 
94 , Congress 77, JD 6, CPM I, Inde¬ 
pendents and others 21. 

Uttar Pradesh: Total scats 425. 
BSP-SP 176, BJP 176, Congress 28, JD 
28, CPI .3, CPM 1, JNP 1, Inde- 
p>endenLs 8. 

Madhya Pradesh: Total seats 
320. Congress 170, BJP llI, BSP 10, 
JD 3, CPI 2, Chhaltisgarh Mukti 
Morcha 1, RP1{K) 1, Independents 7. 

Notable Features of 1993 
Poll 

THE November 
elections had 
several interesting 
features. The poll¬ 
ing was heavy in all 
the States, remar¬ 
kably peaceful and 
free from electoral malpractices such 



as booth capturing. While the 1991 
elections witnessed over 100 deaths, 
the 1993 exercise involved only a 
couple of deaths. Rural voters 
evinced as much interest as their 
urban counterparts. 

Cable and Video: Perhaps for 
the first time several political parties 
spent crores of rupees on cable TV 
and audio-videos. High-tech cam¬ 
paigning was witnessed at several 
urban centres. Full use was made of 
cinema stars whose portraits and 
songs on the screens were brought on 
wheels to voters' doorstep. Lifting 
tunes were used, now w’ith a pulitical 
message. Politics was attractively 
packaged. Scores of video vans and 
"raths" with 100 and 300 inch strreens 
toured tile constituencies, screening 
films varying from 40 minutes to one 
hour, 

Witl\ the opening up of the sky 
and the onslaught of cable and satel¬ 
lite television, campaigning entered 
the drawing-rooms. 

The election campajgn.s, though 
generally peaceful, were marred by 
incidents in Uttar Pradesh, where 
two independents were, .shot dead by 
unidentified people. Security agen¬ 
cies kept their fingers crossed till the 
last moments in view of the Naxalite 
activity in the tribal districts of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and the th«*atby Kash¬ 
miri militants to disrupt the poll in 
Himachal Pradesh constituencies 
bordering Jammu and Kashmir. 

Security arrangements wore the 
tightest in Utbir Pradesh where entire 
towns such as Ayodhya, Mathtira, 
Varanasi, Kanpur, Aligarh, Meerut and 
Lucknow were deda^ sensitive. 

The governments of Uttar 
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh 
decided to seal their boundaries with 
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overstates to check theentiy of anti¬ 
social elements. The tndo-Nepal bor¬ 
der in U.P. was also sealed. The 
staggwed polling schedule (Novem¬ 
ber 6 to Nov v^O} suited the security' 
pecsonncl because they could shift 
the staff from place to place. 

More backward People: 
Another notable feature was the. 
larger rt?presentation of the back¬ 
ward communities among the can¬ 
didates. Almost all political parties 
fielded more backward candidates 
than ever before. The Samajwadi 
Party (SP) put up about 60 per cent 
candidates from these communities. 
In a House of 425 in U.P. this meant 
about 250 candidates. The Janata Dal 
(JD) entered the arena with another 
125. Not to be outdone, the BJP 
nominated about 150 of them as its 
candidates. The Congress fielded 
another 125. Add to this a fairly large 
number of Independent backwards 
and quite a few in the Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) list and it made an im¬ 
pressive tally. Both the parties and 
the communities were enthusia.stic 
about the elections. The increase in 
the number of backward candidates 
was at the cost of the caste Hindus. 
While the Congress (about 60 per 
cent) and the BJP (about 40 per cent) 
went in for their traditional pattern, 
there was a visible decline in the 
number of Brahmin candidates in 
both lists as compared with the lists 
in 1991. 

The triumph of Mr Kailash Joshi, 
former C.M. of Madhya Pradesh, was 
record breaking since it was his 
eighth consecutive win from the 
Bagli constituency in Dewas district. 
Similarly Mr S.C. Shukla won from 
Rajim constituency for the fifth time, 
humbling his opponent by a large 
margin of 36,000 votes. 

THERK was no 
"wave" in any 
region, nor could 
the poll be described 
as a battle of party 
manifestos though, 
as usual, they made 
promises and painted rosy pic- 


I'No wave 



lures of the future if the parties spon¬ 
soring them were returned to power. 

In its election manifesto the Con¬ 
gress assured all-round development 
and employment for everyone in 
both rural and urban areas if the 
party comes to power in the States 
formerly ruled by the BJP (and also 
others). Social security schemes for 
workers, electioas to all kKal bodies, 
more powers for Zilla Parishads and 
Nagar Palikas, agro-prtKessing ac¬ 
tivities for the benefit of farmers, 
clarification of certain misconception 
regarding the Dunkel Draft, more 
markets for producers and continued 
subsidies tor farmers, besides more in¬ 
dustries in rural areas, were promi.setl 
by the party. ITie Congress manifesto 
interpreted the bringing back of the 
temple issue m the election campaign 
as an exercise in futility but asserted 
that the temple and the mosque would 
be built in the near future. 

The BJP stated that construction 
of a temple at the site where the 
mosque once stood is a "must". The 
nomBJP parties stressed the urgency 
of ending communal forces. 

A re-unified Janata Dal and its 
Left ally, the CPI, said all disputes 
relating to the Ayodhya issue should 
be referred to the Supreme Court in 
order to make the verdict binding on 
all the parlies. In Himachal Pradesh 
social justice and developmental is- 
.sues have come to the fore. 

The Janata Dal claimed the credit 
of being the first party to raise* the 
reservation issue, and the Congress 
(1) for taking steps to implement it 
without triggering casteist violence. 
The BJP, while endorsing the "creamy 
layer" formula, which excludes the 
rich from among the OBC.s, said it did 
not rcci^i.se the need to exercise posi¬ 
tive discrimination for the pwresl 
among the OBCs. 

The "Ram" factor was the major 
plank of the Bjl* poll strategy in U.P. 
In Rajasthan, another erstwhile BJP- 
ruled State, the BJP and the Congress 
were locked in a straight fight for as¬ 
cendancy. The BJP involv^ "Ram" 
in Madhya Pradesh loo. 

In Delhi, with elections to a 


Legislative Assembly held for the 
first time, the major parties raised 
several local issues. Most of them 
were aimed at improving the living 
standards of the fast growing 
metropohs Reguladsation of un- 
authori.sed colonics was a common 
issue among the BJP, the Congress (!) 
and the Janata Dal, all of whom 
promised to initiate low-cost housing 
schemes to solve the problem. The 
Janata Dal and the Congress wooed 
the backward classes who seemed 
divided along party lines. 

Wooing the Muslims 

MOST of the politi¬ 
cal parties, especial¬ 
ly the Congress and 
the Janata Dal, went 
out of their way to 
woo the Muslim 
voters in U.P. and 
Madhya Prade.sh. This important 
minority wa.s expected to play a cru¬ 
cial part in the Muslim-dominated 
areas. According to repijrts, they 
were disiIlu.sionod with the main 
contenders—the BJP and the Con- 
gres.s—and had a religious edict from 
Ihe Shahi Imam to vote for tlie Janata 
Dal which seemt'd to be the only 
secular party to him. 

The demolition of the Babri 
mosque has been uppermost in their 
minds, taking them away from the 
BJP, but they are equally annoyed 
with the Congress for its failure to 
protect it while the Janata Dal offered 
no viable alternative. 

The strength of Muslims, the 
country's largest religious minority’ 
and one of the largest Muslim 
populations in the world, ranges 
from 15 per cent in States like Uttar 
Pnidesh and Rajasthan to as low as 
less than one per cent in Himachal. 
Muslims faced a difficult choice. 
They do not seem very happy with 
the Congress but at the same time 
"had no secular alternative", a Con¬ 
gress leader said. 

Muslim leaders had reportedly 
been trying their be.st for an electoral 
settlement between the JD and the SP, 
but to no avail. However, in the most 
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populated State ftie vote of tf\e Mus- 
lintt/ who form 12 per cent to 15 per 
cent of the 90-million strong elec¬ 
torate, continued to be an enigma. 

Even the BJP was hopeful of sup¬ 
port from among the Muslims. A BJP 
State unit leader claimed his party's 
policies and prograrntpes were liked 
by the Muslims. Its leaders claim they 
are not anti-Muslim and said that, 
barring stray incidents, provided a 
riot-frM, fearless society during their 
18-month rule. All the political par¬ 
ties tried to draw equal mileage horn 
the Ayodhya incidents in the States 
and opinion surveys expected the BJP 
and the Congress to share the 
minority votes, with JD and SP 
making suable cuts. 

But the Muslims' anger against 
the Congress had mellowed consid¬ 
erably since December. In Rajasthan, 
too, although the Muslinas were not 
giving much importance to the 
charge-sheet against the "Sangh 
Parivar", they considered the BJP as 
their "no. 1 enemy", a Jaipur report 
indicated. In Madhya Pradesh, Mus¬ 
lim voters could influence results in 
80 (one-fourth of the 320) seats, 
though the community had only tw'o 
rcpre.scntativos in the previous, BJP- 
led Assembly, 

1991 Poll: Falshback 

IN the 1991 elections 
to the Lok Sabha 
and several State 
Assemblies the 
electorate's verdict 
differed from region 
to region. There was 
no "national wave" that could have 
swept the country. Regional and local 
issues were decisive in the Assembly 
elections. Even the "sympathy 
wave"—a sequel to the assassination 
of Mr Rajiv Gandhi near Madras on 
May 20,1991—^made an impact only 
on a few States, the most notable 
being Tamil Nadu where the pro- 
LTTE/DMK was wiped out. 

The other State to be noticeably 
affected by die sympathy wave was 
Maharashtra. The significant Con¬ 
gress victories were in scattered 


areas—Haryana, Assam, die smaller 
States of the Nortti-East region and 
the Pondicherry Union Territory. 

But the outstanding feature of the 
1991 election result was the BJP tri¬ 
umph in UP and Madhya Pradesh 
where the party made inroads into 
the established citadels of power of 
other parties, especially the Con¬ 
gress. In U.P. the B.J.P. inflicted a 
stunning blow on the Congress by 
securing a comfortable majority. 
For the first time a BJP ministry was 
sworn in under Mr Kalyan Singh's 
leadership. The Congress defeat 
could be ascribed to at least two fac¬ 
tors—the handling of the Ram 
Temple agitation and the fact that 
the Congress appeared to be leader¬ 
less for some time after Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi's assassination. The BJP 
suffered in Bombay and its suburbs 
because of its as.sociation with the 
Shiv Sena. 

State-wise Details 

Uttar Pradesh 

THE country's most 
important State 
politically, U.P.'s As¬ 
sembly seats, num¬ 
ber 425; it has an 
electorate of 802 
lakh. It went to the 
polls in two phases, on November 18 
and 21. The contests were tough and 
the slakes were high. The voting per¬ 
centage was high—as much as 65 to 
70 per cent. 

As a measure of abundant 
precaution, as many as 49,000 per¬ 
sons, including 25 candidates seek¬ 
ing election to the State Assembly 
and one M.P., were rounded up 
under various security laws before 
the actual poll exercise. 

Half a dozen persons were ar¬ 
rested on charges of booth-capturing 
and assaulting presiding officers. A 
Janata Dal candidate from Kashipur 
(Nainital) was held when he tried to 
stuff a ballot-box after stamping bal¬ 
lot-papers himself. A repoll was later 
order^ there. Similar attempts were 
made by a BSP candidate, a Congress 
candidate from Ghazipur, a JD can¬ 


didate in Agra district; and an inde¬ 
pendent candidate from Garhwal 
constituency. 

Not only prospective MLAs but 
some sitting legislators were also in¬ 
volved in poll-related violence. A BJP 
MP was injured in a shoot-out in 
Gonda. Another MP of the same 
party was arrested when he, along 
with his supporters, allegedly as¬ 
saulted a BSP candidate. Six can¬ 
didates arrested during the 
campaigns were history-sheeters. 

In fact, a dismal feature of the 
scene was that the number of can¬ 
didates widi a criminal history in die 
fray this time was the largest in ttw 
State's electioneering history. Over 100 
such candidates were fielded by the 
major parties such as tlw Congress, die 
BJP, the Janata Dal, the Samajwadi 
Party (SP), the Bahujan SamaJ Party 
and the CPL Besides, at least 250 such 
candidates contested either as inde¬ 
pendents or on a ticket from parties 
such as the Congress (S). It is believed 
that the largest number of candidates 
with a criminal record were fielded by 
the Samajwadi Party (SP). 

Fortunately, the poll this time on 
Nov 18 and 21, and also the repdi 
ordered in scores of constituenci^, 
was peaceful. There were only iso¬ 
lated cases of violence, 

Madhya Pradesh 

ASSEMBLY seats 
320; electorate 402 
lakh. Polling held 
on November 24 
and 27. 

Polling in four 
constituencies was 
deferred; in Satna from where die 
then Himachal Pradesh Governor, 
Mr Gulsher Ahmed's sem was .seek¬ 
ing election (Mr Ahmed had to quit 
his Shimla post because of the charge, 
upheld by the Election Commission 
that official machinery had been used 
to promote the chances of the young 
man), and in the other three con¬ 
stituencies because die reserved sym¬ 
bol of I>r Subramaniam Swamy-led 
Janata Dai had been allotted by mis¬ 
take to some independent can¬ 
didates. 
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the voting percentage was high 
d^ite the earlier belief that the voter 
had become uninterested or fatigued 
(this bang the fourth election in the 
State in four years). The voters in fact 
demonstrated that, far from being 
disenchanted with the repeated elec¬ 
tions, that were very much interested 
and wanted to get their opinion 
registered through the ballot-box. 
They were also anxious that 
politicians should not remain indif¬ 
ferent and should sit up and take 
notice of what tlie people thought of 
them. 

The previous high voter turnout 
Wits recorded in the 1972 Assembly 
el^ons at 55.26 per cent. The turnout 
in the 1990 poll was marginally lower 
than diis figure at 54.02 per cent, while 
in 1985 the turnout was 49.^ per cent. 
Similarly, the turnout was 53.16 per 
cent in the 1977 elections, while the 
1980 figure was 48.93 per cent. 

The interpretations of the voting 
percentage differed. While the BJP 
contended that their large support in 
the middle class segment of society 
does not get translated into votes be¬ 
cause of the traditional apathy of this 
group, the Congress argued that a 
higher voting percentage is a sign of 
their better showing. The poorer sec¬ 
tions, it is contended, "who tradition¬ 
ally align themselves with the party, 
generally come out to vote with a 
vengeance." 

Tight security was thrown 
around 24301 booths where ballot¬ 
ing took place on November 27. 
While no major incident was 
reported in the second phase of the 
polling, in Kukshi constituency a 
group of people, who came in a jeep, 
forcibly stamped 21 ballot-papers. 
The incident was reported to the Elec¬ 
tion Commission. 

Himachal Pradesh 

TOTAL. Assembly 
seats: 68; Can¬ 
didates 416. 

About 65 per 
cent of the electorate 
on November 9 ex¬ 
ercised their right to 


franchise to the State. The polling 
remained peaceful, except for three 
incidents of impersonation—two in 
Shimla and one at Sundemagar. The 
Himachal Director-General of 
Police said not a single incident of 
violence was reported from 
anywhere in the State. Polling was 
orderly even in the sensitive con¬ 
stituencies of Theog, Una, Sulah 
and Hamirpur. 

The Congress and the BJP con¬ 
tested all the 68 seats. The BSP con¬ 
tested 49 seats, Janata Dal 32, 
Doordarshi Party 21, CPI 12, CPM 6, 
HKP 6, ICS and ^majwadi Party one 
each. There were 152 independents in 
the fray. 

The highest percentage of polling 
was reported from Theog where 
about 80 per cent of the electorate cast 
their votes. No poll related complaint 
was made by any political party or 
the election staff from anywhere in 
the State. The Chief Secretary said the 
situation was "better than what we 
expected". 

The visiting Ministers and other 
VIPs from Punjab were not allowed 
to bring their security men beyond the 
Himachal barrier at I’arwanoo. The 
Speaker of the Punjab Assembly was 
provided security guards from tlte 
Himachal Pradesh Police. VIPs of Pun¬ 
jab who wanted their securilymen to 
accompany them were allowed to 
enter the State unarmed. 

Reports said 88 per cent of the 
electorate cast their votes in the tribal 
polling booth of Lalung, in Spiti area. 
About 65 per cent polling was 
reported in Kangra and Solan dis¬ 
tricts. Seventytwo pcT cent polling was 
registered in Biluspur district, while 
tiamirpur, Una and Mandi recorded 60 
per cent each. Polling was 58 per cent 
in Chamba, 55 in Kulu, 52 in Shimla, 45 
in Sirmour, 43 in Kinnaur and 40 in 
Lahaul Spiti districts. 

Reports .said 60 per cent polling 
was registered at Rohru where the 
PCC chief Mr Virbhadra Singh con¬ 
tested. It was 64 per cent in the Jub- 
bal constituency where a former 
Chief Minister, Mr Ram l.al, was in 
the fray. 


Rajasdttn 

TOTAL Assembly 
seats; 200; Total elec¬ 
torate 23.8 milUmt. 
Number of can¬ 
didates 2,437. I 

The BJP and the I 
Congress emerged i 
as the front runners in dte race for j 
power. The Congress contested , 
all 199 seats (in one constituency I 
the election was countermanded 
following the death of a can¬ 
didate), the BJP 196, the Janata ■ 
Dal 149, the CPM 11 and the CPI 
seven. The BJP supported Inde¬ 
pendent candidates in three con¬ 
stituencies. 

The voters' turnout in the poll 
was the highest ever. According to 
the State Election Department, ^.64 
per cent of the electorate cast their 
votes, breaking all records. 

In the 1967 and 1991 Assembly 
polls, the turnout was 58.22, 58.12 
and 57.10 per cent respectively. Ex¬ 
cept in 1952 (37.42 per cent) and 1957 
(40.29 per cent), the voter turn-out in 
the State has always been over 50 per 
cent. 

As many as 12 constituencies— 
Tizara, Kaman, Deeg, Nadbai, Nim- 
bahera, Dholpur, Bari, Bhadra, 
Karanpur, Jaisalmer, Makrana and 
Malpura—recorded above 70 per 
cent polling this time. However, in 11 
Assembly segments—Sivana, 

Lunkaransar, Nokha, Surasagar, 
Ladpura, Digod, Jayal, Desuri, 
Pindwara, Salumber and Gogun- 
da—the turnout was less than 50 
per cent. 

A large turnout was reported in 
all those constituencies from where 
political heavyweight had entered 
the race. The segments where ex-CMs 
were in the fray recorded more than 
60 per cent polling, except Banswara 
where the polling was 59.42 per cent. 
Mr Hari Dev Joshi, who tried to enter 
the Vidhan Sabha for the tenth time, 
waj the Congress candidate from 
Banswara. 
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Utiion Tenitoiy of Delhi 



NEARLY 62 per 
cent of Delhi's total 
electorate of 58 lakh 
turned out to exer¬ 
cise their franchise 
peacefully on 
November 6 to elect 


the Union Territory's Assembly, 
revived after a gap of 36 years. 


Stray incidents of corrupt poll 
practices and minor skirmishes be¬ 
tween rival supporters proved the 
heavy security arrangements super¬ 
fluous as police officials themselves 
admitted when polling ended. The 
rural voters outmatched toe urban 


voters in entousiasm and numbers at 


' the polling booths. Women outnum¬ 
bered men even in posh constituen- 
I cies of South Delhi. 


The three major contestants—the 
; Congress, BJP and janata Dal—were 
I more toan solicitous to the voters, ar- 
I ranging buses, mini-buses, trucks, 
' matadors, even auto-rickshaws to 
j drive the electors to the booths and 
I back. The last hour of polling on that 
! day saw brazen attempts by workers 
' and musclemen of all the three par¬ 
ties to rig the elections in their respec- 
, ti ve strongholds. Police presence was 
i effective but just so, as in Shahadara, 
Timarpuf, Sultanpur-Majra, 
Hastsaal, Yamuna Vihar and Shakur 
Basti. 

The largest number of com¬ 
plaints that the Election Commission 
received from all toe.se parties were 
of their immediate rivals indulging in 
bogus voting. 

Final figures released by the Elec¬ 
tion Office disclosed that a maximum 
of 72 per cent of votes were cast in the 
Moti Nagar constituency in West 
Delhi, while toe lowst turnout of 49 
per cent was reported from Sarojini 
Nagar in South and Cole Market in 
Central Delhi. 

At least 16 persons, including 
two candidates, were injured and 
over 80 persons arrested in stray inci¬ 
dents of violence in six localities of 
toe city. The police lobbed two tear- 
gas shells in North Delhi's Ashok 


Vihar area to di^rse supporters of 
two candidates and ftted once in the 
air to disperse another crowd at Bij- 
wasan in Outer Delhi. While political 
parties traded charges of impersona¬ 
tion and booth capturing a large 
number of residents complained of 
their names missing from the elec¬ 
toral rolls. 

Police burst two teargas shells in 
Ashok Vihar area to disperse the fol¬ 
lowers of two candidates who in¬ 
sisted on entering toe polling station. 
Eight policemen, including two in the 
Ashok Vihar incident, were injured 
while six BJP workers were injured in 
a clash at Najafgarh between two 
groups. 

A CRPF poiiceman fired a shot in 
toe air to disperse a crowd at Bij- 
wasan, in Outer Delhi. Seventynine 
people were arrested while 47 cases, 
including five for rioting and 42 for 
impersonation, were registered by 
the police. 

The Police Commissioner as¬ 
serted that the polls in the Capital 
were free, fair and smooth, barring 
these minor incidents. 

At a polling station in the 
Shalimar Bagh Assembly constituen¬ 
cy the ballot-box was sealed follow¬ 
ing complaints of bogus voting. A BJP 
leader named the constituencies 
where booth capturing took place for 
short duration—Tuglakabad, 

Nandnagar, Malviya, Nagar, 


Kacawalnagar, Badarpur, Model 
Town, Shahbad, Daulatpur, Detoi 
Cantt, Badaii, Hastsal, S^ket, Roh-. 
tas Nagar, Ghaunda and 
Seemapuri. 

Mizoram 

^- rari ASSEMBLY seats 40; 

Electorate 3.9 lakh. 
The Cotigcess fielded 
28 candidates, the 
V MJD 24, the opposi- 
m tion MNP 38, the 
Hmar People's Con¬ 
vention (HPC) and Paite National 
Council three each; BJP, making its 
electoral debut, put up 8 candidates. 
Thoc were 17 independents in toe fray. 
In toe outgoing Assembly the Congress 
had 25 seats, MNF13 and My[D one. 

The Congress (I)-MJD combine 
has won absolute majority. 

While toe election process in the 
northern States was characterised by 
din and bustle, the electoral scene in 
the small State of Mizoram was calm. 
The State went to the polls for toe 
third time on November 30. Unlike 
their counterparts elsewhere, the 
voters in Mizoram were spared the 
predicament of having to go through 
long ballot-papers. The ballot papers 
were the shortest in this State where 
only four of the 40 Assembly con¬ 
stituencies had more toan four con¬ 
testants. No constituency had more 
than seven candidates. 


A Fine Example: Electimeering in the tiny State of Mizoram, far remooed 
from the political centre-stage of the country, was totally free from the din and 
bustle witnessed elsewhere. The campaigns as well as the polling was remarkably 
peaceful and alsofr^ from tension or pressure of any land. 

That was not all. To woo the electorate, politicians had to project their 
character—honesty, integrity and moral values. 

The poll expenditure ms kept to the minimum. According to a Church Imder 
and moderator, “spending too much money on elections can have many adverse 
effects. Not only can it cause extreme distress to the bser in the repayment of debts, 
they contend, “it can also make the winner corrupt". Eradication of corruption was 
given the pride of place in the election manifestoes ef the various parties. Several 
legislators and former Ministers uxre denial the party ticket because the 
allegations of corruption against them. 

A joint committee issued a 31-point charter to guide the parties. It laid stress 
on ethical values and on ka^ng the elections clean and wholesome. The State has 
a majority (f Christians. 
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Features of new Credit 
Policy 


TTie new credit jmlicy, announced bi/ 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in Oc¬ 
tober 1993, has vindicated the 
Government's commitment to continue 
with the on-going policy of structural 
reforms in the financial sector. The 
policy, which ms made effective from 
November 1,19^3, was not an exercise in 
isolation and it is heartening to note that 
an overall and macro view has been taken 
by the RBI, before finalising ami an¬ 
nouncing this policy. Proclamation of 
credit policy has made the industry 
euphoric about availability of additional 
doses cf credit. At the same time the bank¬ 
ing industry Itas also hcaifed a sigh of 
relief as there ms no further reduction in 
the interest rales. 

High Expectations 

ENHRAL impression and feeling 
about die slowing down of the 
pace of reforms, particularly in the 
nnancial sector, had given rise to ap¬ 
prehensions in some quarters that the 
new credit policy may turn out to be 
a routine atfair. The policy, therefore, 
required to dispel all such fears. One 
of the declared objectives of the RBI is 
to reduce the Statutory Liquidity 
Ratio (SLR) from 38.5 per cent in 
April 1992 to 25 per cent in 1996. It 
had already been reduced to 36.75 
per cent and further reduction was 
expected. In addition, reducing of 
the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) to 10 
per cent, by 19%, was also expected 
to be pursued. One of the most im¬ 
portant decisions required to be 
taken by the RBI was with respect to 
the reduction of interest rates. Al¬ 
though, mrxleratcly higher rate of in¬ 
flation, at present, necessitates higher 
interest rates, but the RBI was faced 
with a peculier situation. Despite 
several steps, industrial growth rate 
had failed to pick-up, though the 
banks were flush with funds. Under 


such a situation, economic theory 
demands a reductiem in the interest 
rates to increase the investment in in¬ 
dustries. But at the same time, this 
could fuel inflation. Hence, some 
economists expected some kind of 
deregulation of interest rates. This ex¬ 
pectation was strengthened by the 
fact that non-food credit during 1993 
had recorded a decline despite two 
do!>es of reduction in the interest 
rates. 

Effective measures to boost the 
credit of the commercial banks were 
expected. In addition, on the recom¬ 
mendations of J V. Shetty Committee 
report, some relaxations in the 
guidelines for consortium lending 
were also anticipated. 

Salient Features 

HE new credit policy announced 
on October 11, 199.3, however, 
revealed that the government was 
serious about the financial sector 
reforms. Welcomed alike by the 
trade, industries and the banking sec¬ 
tor, the policy has the following main 
features: 

(a) SLR Reduced: As expected, 
the RBI announced a sharp reduction 
in the SLR and a reduction of 2.5 per 
cent in the existing levels of SLR 
reduced it to .34.75 per cent. At the 
same time incremcnbil SLR has been 
slashed from existing 30 per cent to 25 
per cent. Both these measures would 
release an additional sum of Rs 415 
crore for lending by the banks. ST,R is 
the minimum percentage of deposits 
which the banks are required to 
freeze. The funds .>o frozen are 
utilised by the government to finance 
its deficit at a lower interest rate of 10 
per cent. Reducing the SLR would 
also relax the tight control of the 
government over tlic deposits of the 


banks. If the government needs to 
borrow beyond the limit now fixed, it 
will have to borrow at the commer¬ 
cial rale. This measure, on the one 
hand, will leave larger amounts of 
credit for industry and agriculture, 
and on the other hand will enhance 
the profitability of the banking in¬ 
dustry. The difference between 
reduced SLR of .34.75 per cent and 
reduced incremental SLR of 25 per 
cent would mean that the new banks, 
commencing operation after Novem¬ 
ber 1,1993, will have advantage over 
the existing banks, as the former will 
require only 25 per cent SI .R. 

(b) Eased Consortium Lending: 
In an important decision, new credit 
policy eased tlie norms of lending by 
the banks through consortium lend¬ 
ing. In the consortium system, a num¬ 
ber of banks jointly give loan for a 
business project, by evaluating the 
credit requirements, working capital 
requirements, cost-benefit analysis, 
etc and decide about the size of emdit 
package along with repayment 
schedule. The consortium banks till 
now wore guided by the recommen¬ 
dations of Chore and Tandon Com¬ 
mittee, in making their assessments. 
The new policy has given greater 
autonomy to the banks in assessing 
the consumer needs and risks. 
Moreover, the borrowers are al.so at 
liberty to introduce new bankers in 
the coasortium. As a result the banks 
really keen and inlere.sted in business 
will now enjoy more freedom to take 
decisions in consortium lending and 
resultantly reap the harvest erf good 
decisions, and at the same time pay 
through tlieir noses for the wrong ones. 
Further, to give a free hand to the 
bankers in such lendings, the basic 
limit for obligatory consortium arran- 
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gement has been raised from the ex¬ 
iting Rs 5 crore to Rs 50 crore. 

(c) Unchanged CRR: The RBI has 
already committed itself to reduce 
the CRR to 10 F>er cent by 1996. It was, 
therefore, expected that the CRR 
would be reduced from the existing 
level of 14 per cent. Thanks to higher 
mcmey supply, the RBI decided to 
leave the CRR untouched. Broad 
money supply (M3) was expected to 
grow by 12 per cent during the cur> 
rent financial year. But due to in¬ 
crease in net RBI credit to the 
government, on the one hand, and 
improvements in the net foreign ex¬ 
change assets, on the other, during 
the first six months of 1993-94, M3 
grew by 7.7 per cent. It was, therefore, 
feared that M3 may grow by 14 per 
cent by end of die current financial 
year. A reduction in CRR at this junc¬ 
ture would have pushed up the ex¬ 
pansion rate of M3 considerably. 
Hence the RBI decided to leave the 
CRR untouched. 

(d) Relaxed Credit: The new 
credit policy allows the banks to ex¬ 
tend more lending to hire-purchase 
and equipment lending companies. 
Tliis is aimed to rivive the industrial 
sector. Lending by the banks has been 
eased to cater to the pre-shipment 
credit, in foreign exchange, to the ex¬ 
porters and to invest in the PSU 
bonds upto 5 per cent of their in¬ 
cremental deposits. This limit to lend 
for PSU bonds was earlier at 1.5 per 
cent of the incremental deposits. This 
would increase the existing demand 
for PSU bonds and is likely to in¬ 
crease the interest of people in these 
bonds. This may also have a positive 
impact on ttie subscription of the im¬ 
pending issues of some public sector 
companies. The companies can also 
borrow through commercial papers 
for a maximum period of one year as 
against six monihs earlier. 

(e) Simpler Rules: The RBI has 
relaxed rules for treating term loan 
instalments at the time of assessing 
working capital requirements and 
lifted the limits on borrowing by 
banks through the Certificates of 
Deposits (CDs). By these instructions 


the restrictions on raising of funds by 
the banks, as CDs from open market, 
have been relaxed considerably. As 
per the previous practice, limits for 
CDs were issued % the RBI and the 
banks were requited to adhere to such 
limits. According to die new policy, 
whereas limits on the CDs have been 
removed altogether c«i the one hand, 
the banks are also at liberty to decide 
about die rate of interest diey may pay 
on such CDs on the other. 

0 Facile Lending: A host of 
measures have been enumerated in 
the new credit policy to make the 
lending by banks easier and quicker. 
Greater autonomy has been given to 
the banks to work out the levels of 
inventory to be held by the com¬ 
panies for deciding their working 
capital requirements. Moreover, the 
banks can hold upto the 4-times the 
net owned funds as against three 
times earlier. The overall ceiling of 
borrowings by hire purchase and 
leasing companies has been fixed at 
10-times the net owned funds. The 
RBI has also changed the composi¬ 
tion of advances to agriculture. While 
the overall target of 18 per cent has 
been retained for agriculture lending, 
targets for direct and indirect advan¬ 
ces have been dove-tailed. It has, 
however, been directed that indirect 
lending for agriculture should not ex¬ 
ceed one-fourth of the total of 18 per 
cent of net bank credit for agriculture. 

All the above measures have 
generally been welcomed in the busi¬ 
ness sector. With the additional 
resources, for lending, available witli 
the banks and the procedures made 
simpler, it is likely to provide im¬ 
petus to lending by the banking sec¬ 
tor. The target of aggregate deposits 
by the scheduled commercial banks 
has also been enhanced from tlie pre¬ 
vious Rs 34,750 crore to Rs 39,000 
crore, for the year 1993-94. Dr C. Ran- 
garajan. Governor of RBI, is of the 
view that the availability of loanable 
funds has increased considerably 
with the bankers. "Lendable resour¬ 
ces of banks have increased sig¬ 
nificantly and the measures are being 
taken to enhance credit facilities for 


the borrowers so that inadequate 
credit does not hinder the ^owth of 
the economy", he said. In addition 
the banks have been asked to take 
credit decision by duly exercising 
their sanctioning powers. 

Critique 

PPARENTLY, the new credit 
policy has taken sufTident steps 
to increase die availability cd loanable 
funds with the commercial banks. 
The underlying aim appears to be to 
revive the dormant industrial sector. 
But the policy measures do not seem 
to be adequate enough to provide a 
fillip to the economy from the exist¬ 
ing state of recession. Serious doubts 
have been expre.ssed on whether or 
not the policy directions will actually 
be translated into benefits to the trade 
and industry. Added liquidity with 
the banking industry does not neces¬ 
sarily mean availability of more in- 
vestible funds. Stringent Capital 
adequacy norms, imposed by the RBI 
over the banks, is one such stumbling 
block. Another obstacle could be the 
lack of w'illingncss to lend or borrow. 
If the industry itself is wary of bor- 
row'ing at the existing lending rates, 
the entire exercise done by the new 
credit policy may be rendered futile. 
Moreover, most of the banks w'ere, 
even otherwise, not short of lendable 
funds and hence, added liquidity 
may not improve the situation. 

Hopes of the industry that there 
may be further reduction in the inter¬ 
est rates have been belied. A section 
of the economy was expecting that 
interest control mechanism may be 
altogether done away with. But the 
credit policy has considered this step 
pre-mature, as the economy is not 
prepared for such a drastic step. So 
far as the present rate of inflation is 
concerned, the upward swing in the 
prices, even before the onset of the 
busy season, is causing anxiety. 
Despite a good mon.soon and a 
bumper Kharif crop, the price level 
has shown no signs of respite. Under 
such a situation, additional advanc¬ 
ing may aggravate the inflation, more 
so when M3 targets are also overshot. 
This paradox needs to be tackled 
properly, in the forthcoming budget, 
to achieve the desired results 
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ESSAY 


Role of Non-Alignment Now 


O rganisations and Move¬ 
ments, if not dynamic in content, 
aitd context become moribund widi 
the passage of time. Their role and 
relevance lie in their capacity to 
change when the change in focus is 
required without losing the essence 
and essentials of its original ideals 
and goals. If viewed in the present 
setting, the NAM (Non-Aligned 
Movement), as it comprises today, 
reminds us of its birth as a historic 
necessity against colonialism, neo¬ 
colonialism and pressure tactics of 
Power-Blocs of those turbulent times. 
After the 10th Summit of NAM, held 
in Jakarta (September 1992), it seems 
the Movement has developed a heal¬ 
thy shift towards the new politico- 
economic realities that have come to 
the surface after the collapse of So\''iel 
Union as well as the end of the Cold 
War. 

World history is a telling tes¬ 
timony to the glaring fact that move¬ 
ments lose much of their sheen and 
shine when the principles, per¬ 
sonalities and performances as¬ 
sociated with them get blurred or 
blunted under the impact of more 
momentous events. The disap¬ 
pearance of charismatic leaders like 
Nehru, Nasser, Tito, Sukarno and 
many others has made a world of 
difference to the all-pervasive spirit 
of solidarity, first witnessed at the 
Afro-Asian Solidarity Summit held 
in Bandung in 1956. Unfortunately, 
those who have stepped into their big 
shoes, find themselves too small to 
aff^t any salutary transformation in 
the course of changing scenario in 
different parts of the world. There¬ 
fore, a realistic realisation that the 
Movement must come to grips with 
the problems facing most of the Third 
Wortd Countries, was a happy turn¬ 
ing point at the lOth Summit. 

An organisation of 108 nations, 
that togetl^ accounts for more than 
half of world's population, seemed 


bound for extinctiem when tite cold 
war ended. But the suggestion and 
wisdom that the movement should 
cot^ider broadening its role to be¬ 
come, in effect, a lifted Nations of 
the developing world, with authority 
to resolve disputes among its most¬ 
ly small, impoverished members, 
was a step in the right direction. In 
the words of Mr Robert Mugabe, 
'the basic objective with which 
NAM was created—maintaining 
peace and working for disarma¬ 
ment—is still relevant.' The new 
agenda for NAM should include 
South-South cooperation for 
economic development of the 
Third World, debt alleviation, 
technology flow and coc'peration 
between the North and the South. 

India has always maintained that 
though the Cold War has ended, 
NAM continues to be relevant and it 
has a vital role to play in fashioning a 
new international order based on 
equity and justice. The movement 
was never meant to be merely a 
neutral buffer between the rival 
Power Bloc.s; one of its main objec¬ 
tives was to ensure freedom in 
foreign policy as far as the Third 
World countries are concerned. The 
disappearance of one super-power 
has not changed this objective. In 
fact, the weaker the non-aligned na¬ 
tions, the greater the need for them to 
stick together. At a time,- when many 
groupings based on ethnic, religious 
and other narrow considerations 
have emerged, NAM offers an open 
forum which can counter such 
centrifugal forces. India also en¬ 
visages a useful role for NAM on is¬ 
sues like disarmament and 
environment. 

There was a time when NAM 
played a decisive role during the 
Suez Canal crisis and forced the 
Anglo-French forces to beat a hasty 
retreat from their nefarious design of 
taking over the possession of Suez 
Canal. Its voice was also heard in the 


Western Capitals, whenever there 
was a threat to world peace. Its insis¬ 
tence on the principles of 'Panch 
Sheer exerted a great moral force 
among natiems witii diffdent politi¬ 
cal systems. 

But, today NAM is not as aggres¬ 
sive as it was earlier. The latest ex¬ 
ample is that of Bosnia which has j 
been badly affected by Civil War, | 
resulting in the worst type of crimes \ 
and destruction. NAM just confined 
itself to condemnation of the "ob- i 
noxious policy of ethnic cleansing" 
by the local Serbs. No concrete steps 
have been initiated to solve the crisis. 

NAM also could not do much 
when Iraq, a member, occupied 
Kuwait. NAM did not have any say 
in the matters that followed. Another 
important subject is terrorism, e.spe- 
cially State sponsored terrorism. 
NAM can be a leader in .solving the 
world problem but not much coor¬ 
dination has been possible between 
the member countries. Today NAM 
can coordinate its efforts to save the 
poor countries from the effects of for¬ 
mation of Trade Blocs like EC, 
NAFTA, etc. But not much is being 
done to this effect. 

According to President Suharto 
of Indonesia, current Chairman of 
NAM, "So long as world peace is en¬ 
dangered, the freedom of nations 
diminiiihed, the fundamental aspira¬ 
tions of peoples reduced and 
economic injustices continued, so 
long shall NAM have to be in the 
forefront of the struggle to oppose 
them." But this statement only un¬ 
derlines how difficult it is for the 
NAM to be relevant. Among its mem¬ 
bers, some threaten world peace by 
developing weapons of mass 
destruction, some qualify as the most 
brutal regimes on earth, some squash 
pec^le's aspirations through starva¬ 
tion and quite a few di^lay greater 
extremes of wealtit than ever visible 
in the developed world. 
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Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Politicians and Women's 
Plight 

Q. "Politicians are mainly 
responsible for the present plight of 
women in India." Do you accept this 
view? Give reasons For and Against 
it. 

Ans. The November, 1993, election 
processes have confirmed what has long 
been suspected—that "it is still a mans 
world”. Women constitute about 50 per 
cent ofithe country’s total population and 
also of the electorate (24.3 crorc out of 
51.4) crore but they are continually 
denied their due share in the political 
process, and in many other arenas also. 
In the present (lOtlO Lok Sabha tlwrc are 
only ^ Women out of the 513 elected 
members—less than 6 per cent of the 
membership. Worse, less than 10 per cent 
of the party tickets xoere given to loomen 
in the recent elections held in five States 
and the Delhi Union Territory. Even out 
of this meagre share, a much smaller per¬ 
centage of ujomen were declared success- 
fid, thus iruiicating that in the newly 
constituted State legislatures also the 
share of toomett is wfwlly inadequate as 
compared to their population. Who is 
responsible for this dismal state, of af¬ 
fairs? 

Arguments For the View 

1 . Since it is the party leaders, t)r 
to be more preci.se, their parliamen¬ 
tary committees or executive bodies 
which allot tickets when the electoral 
process starts, they must share the 

• major part of the blame for the plight 
of women. If more women can¬ 
didates are put in the field, a larger 
percentage of them would win scats 
and thus enhance their repre¬ 
sentation in the legislatures. 

2 . The distinctly low repre¬ 
sentation of wewnen in the legisla¬ 
tures is by now a countrywide 
feature. The story has become dis¬ 
tressingly familiar at each election. 


and many dispassionate observers 
have come to the conclusion that in 
this respect the top politicians, who 
are among the selectors of party can¬ 
didates, are incorrigible. All the com¬ 
plaints and expressions of 
dissatisfaction by women against the 
present state of affairs are ignored. 

3. The leading politicians en¬ 
thusiastically pledged a few years 
ago that women would be given not 
less than 30 per cent scats in legisla¬ 
tures at all levels, from the village 
panchayats upwards. But the pledge 
was soon forgotten and in hardly any 
case have women been given 30 or 
even 15 to 20 per cent representation. 
Clearly, the politicians have gone 
back on their word and can be held 
guilty of deception and committing 
falsehood. They made solemn 
promises which they have repeatedly 
failed to fulfil. 

4. By denying the due share to 
women in the country's political set¬ 
up, they are also guilt}' of violating 
the spirit of the Constitution. While 
most educated men talk loudly about 
the urgency of doing full justice to 
women, their own actions bcly their 
promises and assurances. 

5. Hardly any party manifesto 
made specific pledges of ensuring 
full justice to women on securing 
power. The socially vulnerable 
groups, especially women, are being 
sidelined in many ways, in distribut¬ 
ing seats in legislatures and in ap¬ 
pointing Ministers, Governors and 
other dignitaries. Much attention is 
devoted to reservations in the ser¬ 
vices, but women are in effect 
bypassed. 

6 . As a commentator frankly put 
it, charisma, commitment, back¬ 
ground, willingness to serve the 
country faithfully and in accordance 
with the Constitution are all there 


among women, and yet the latter are 
largely confined to their homes, or at 
best get a few crumbs, not a good 
share of the cream in public life. 
Arguments Against the >^ew 

1 . It is true that the number of 
women who are given party tickets at 
election time is relatively small, but 
the reality is that the women who are 
consistently active in public life is 
wholly inadequate. Earnest and well- 
qualified women candidates are 
limited in number and confined to a 
few advanced and rich families. As a 
consequence, the party selectors' 
choice is greatly restricted. Few 
aspirants and hence a small number 
of applicants—that is the reality. 

2. Party leaders have often 
pointed out that they would be com¬ 
mitting an error, and also waste their 
limited resources, if they put up can¬ 
didates who do not have a good 
chance of emerging successful in the 
battle of the hustings. When the 
prospects of success are far from 
bright, the sponsoring group would 
be virtually throwing die seat away 
or almost presenting it on a platter to 
a rival political party. 

3. There arc significant social and 
other factors that are responsible for 
the present low percentage of women 
in public life. Among these arc; non¬ 
registration of women as voters as a 
result of social prejudices, dis¬ 
couragement by male members of 
conservative or uneducated families; 
preoccupation with domestic duties, 
inability to remain out of their homes 
for several hours at a stretch, 
widespread female illiteracy, absence 
of regular, well-planned activity, and 
propaganda by women's organisa¬ 
tions (the really active women's or¬ 
ganisations are very few indeed), the 
re-actionary outlook among the 
majority of women, the general 
public aisapproval of those women 


4S0 JANUARY‘94 COMPETITION MASTER 


wilo spend much time in taking out 
professions, addressing public meet¬ 
ings and carrying on propaganda for 
women's causes and comping with 
male members of various political 
parties and answering public 
criticism by rivals who sometimes 
stoop to low levels. 

4 . Many women are ridiculed by 
even educated persons for ignoring 
their domestic responsibilities and 
appearing in public too often. A com¬ 
mon commait on women seeking a 
regular role in public life is that they 
must be divorcees, abandoned or 
separated women having no respon¬ 
sibilities to shoulder. 

5. The low percentage of women 
in public life, especially in legisla¬ 
tures, is a worldwide phenomenon, 
not confined to India, although the 
percentage of the female sex fre¬ 
quently under public gaze is low in 
relatively backward countries such 
as India. The wives or daughters of 
Union or State Ministers are often al¬ 
lotted party tickets because of their 
influence and the organisational sup¬ 
port they command under the im¬ 
pression that they will succeed in the 
electoral battle. Moreover, India is a 
poor country and there are very few 
women who have adequate resour¬ 
ces for fighting elections which have 
become highly expensive exercises. 

Academics or Bureaucrats? 

Q. Since academicians generally 
fail as Vice-Chancellors, retired 
army Generals or bureaucrats 
should replace them to tackle the 
mess in universities. Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against this view. 

Ans. Wth the passage of time, the 
mess in Indian universities has been 
spreading. The general practice is for the 
Government to appoint senior 
academicians and Kell-known scholars 
as Vice-Chancellors. These dignitaries 
have little experience of adminislmtim 
and have lived in a world of books, hlo 
wonder the complex problems of the 
universities remain largely unsolved. 
Can universities be sav^ from politics 
only by posting retired defmat personnel 
or ofricials to head them? No firm con¬ 
clusions one way or other on this issue 
are warranted because recent develop¬ 
ments have brought to light some dismal 


coiaequences (f appointing bureaucrats 
or retired army Ckmals as Vice-Chan¬ 
cellors of universities in highly sensitive 
regions, Bdnrand Haryam, for instance: 
The freeze of maintenance grants to 
miversities announced by tm Univer¬ 
sity Grants Commission made matters 
worse for "the temples of learning". 
There has been a notahle fall in standards 
during the past 25 years or so. 
Arguments For the ^^ew 

1. Senior scholare and learned 
men lack the requisite qualifications 
for tackling student indiscipline, 
rowdyism, demonstrations against, 
or gheraos of, university Vice^han- 
cellors. Mere bookish knowledge 
hardly suffices for meeting many- 
faceted challenges such as these. 

2. Since the disorder prevailing in 
several universities calls for firmness 
and strict action, which people 
having only teaching experience are 
disinclined to take, bureaucrats, who 
are well-versed with rules and 
regulations, are more likely to suc¬ 
ceed than those having merely 
academic degrees as their basic 
qualification such administrative 
posts. 

3. Academicians, as experience 
has shown, are more likely to resort 
to nepotism and favouritism to oblige 
their colleagues in the various 
university departments and colleges 
than military officers. The former 
have been brought up in an atmos¬ 
phere in which moral standards have 
fallen and vulnerability to'pressures 
and influences of wily politicians is 
high. Politicians and businessmen 
are able to pressurise highly placed 
educationists who are subjected to 
pres.su re tactics for unethical, or at 
any rate, non-educational purposes. 
Universities should never be 
politicised. 

4. Wherever eminent scholars 
have failed as Vice-Chancellors, the 
fault was in line system, notably the 
absence of adequate facilities to 
enable the incumbents to function ef¬ 
fectively. They had the requisite will 
but external factors queered die pitch 
and virtually debarred them from 
performing their duty. There were far 
too many adverse factors and 
obstacles. The reality is that the 
universities wilt not improve until 
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regoieration of die society they are 
emected to serve starts; after all, duy 
renect die ethos of society, w)^ Id 
present is characterised by mud- 
slinging, strife and an unseemly 
struggle for power. 

Arguments Against die View 

1. In recent years, several LAS of¬ 
ficers were appointed VioeChancel- 
lors of Haryana, Bihar and some 
other imiversiti^ but they made a 
mess of the situation and could do 
little to improve die functioning of 
the institutions. In fact, some of mem 
were total failures. Autonomy of 
universities must be preserved. 

2. An eminent educationist who 
headed the Himachal Pradesh 
University did a fine job of it, with the 
result that the university he ad¬ 
ministered was granted the status of 
an 'A' class institution by the Univer¬ 
sity Grants Commission in recogni¬ 
tion of the all-round progres.'i it had 
made. There are only 30 'A' class 
universities in die country. 

3. A university is essentially an 
institution of learning which should 
always be headed by highly qualified 
and talented educationists. How can 
people who have leamt only to ai- 
rorce red-tape and regulations, and 
use the rod or wield die gun, promote 
real education and learning? Routine 
office work and maintenance of strict 
army-style discipline are not the 
basic requirements of a university. 

4. A bureaucrat gesneralty lacks 
the quality of humanism and sym¬ 
pathy. Wimout these human quabnes 
the vast body of students studying in 
a university feei lost and abandoned 
to, or overawed by, red-tape or the 
army baton. The universities would 
then virtually turn out robots and 
semi-disciplined soldier-like entitle, 
not intelligent, well-educated and 
good citizens fully aware of their 
responsibilities. Vice-Chancellors 
should be appointed from among 
top-category academicians by the 
U.G.C. Bureaucrats are goieraily not 
good judges of the educational worth 
of an aspirant; so the considerations 
governing afrocantment of university 
teachers would not be die right ones. 
Only scholars can righdy assess the 
competence of teachers and 
academicians. 
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Lapses of Governors 


The recent resignations of State 
Governors following allegations of 
blatant exploitation 0 / ofiice and other 
lapses have focussed attention on the en¬ 
tire issue of the appointment, rale, com¬ 
petence and controversial actions of 
Heads of Government. The proposition 
for discussion is: “Since several Gover¬ 
nors have proved unfit to hold high office 
because of failures and of misuse of 
powers, the institution of Head of 
Government should be abolished ." 


MrA Sir, since the Constitu¬ 
tion of India came into force (on 
January, 1950), Governors of States 
have often proved controversial 
characters. Many of them have 
brought discredit to the Govern¬ 
ment which appointed them; they 
have also betrayed the trust 
reposed in them. A few of them 
were removed from office or 
tendered resignation under direct 
or indirect pressure. The most 
recent case was that of Mr Gulsher 
Ahmed who quit as Himachal 
Pradesh Governor on November 
22,1993, as a result of the allega¬ 
tion, confirmed by tlte Returning 
Officer of a Madhya Pradesh Con¬ 
stituency (Satna), that he had 
misused official machinery in a bid 
to help his son who was contesting 
the election for a State A.ssembly 
seat. The Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner, promptly responding to the 
complaints, postponed the election 
by two months. Tliis amounted to 
an indictment of the Governor who 
was left with no choice but to 
tender his resignation, which he 
rightly did. Actually, this episode 
confirmed the basic error of the 
Central Government in appointing 
a politician as Governor in order to 
make him serve as a pliant political 


instrument and achieve certain 
party goats. These goals were total¬ 
ly unrelated to the normal duties 
and functions of a State Governor. 
Such dismal consequences are in¬ 
evitable when the Governor is re¬ 
quired to serve as an agent to fulfil 
political aims, in effect turning the 
Raj Bhavan into a Congress 
Bhavan, or the centre of activity on 
behalf of any other party that hap¬ 
pens to be in power at the time. The 
formal functions which a State 
Governor is Supposed to perform 
in accordance with the provisions 
of certain Articles in Part VT of the 
Constitution do not include pur¬ 
suance of the political aims of the 
party in power at the Centre. The 
Himachal Pradesh Governor evi¬ 
dently thought that if the Central 
Ministers could get their aims car¬ 
ried out through him, he too could 
fulfil his personal ambition of 
seeing his son become a legislator 
in his home State. So it is clear that 
the office of Governor is often ex¬ 
ploited to promote cxtrancou.s 
aims. It would be best in the cir¬ 
cumstances to abolish this office 
and make some suitable arrange¬ 
ment for performing formal or 
ceremonial functions associated 
with Governors. 

MrB While 1 do not deny that 
some State Governors have 
misused their positions and pur¬ 
sued, mostly at the prompting of 
the Centre, some unconstitutional 
objectives, I do not accept the con¬ 
tention of Mr A that the office of the 
Governor should be abolished. The 
fact is that the State Governor ful¬ 
fils several essential duties as Head 
of the State Government. He not 
only performs executive functions 


on the advice of his Council of Min¬ 
isters but is also empowered to act 
in his discretion in certain cir- 
mumstances (Article 163). He ap¬ 
points the Chief Minister on whose 
advico the other Ministers are 
selected. All the Ministers hold of¬ 
fice during the Governor's 
pleasure. He can ask for informa¬ 
tion on any subject under the State 
Government's jurisdiction. If the 
Governor's f)ost is abolished, some 
other arrangement will have to be 
made to get the necessary' functions 
performed. It is immaterial what 
name is given to this functionary. 
The point is that there has to be a 
formal head of government in 
every State. It i.s in his name that 
the administration of that State is 
carried on. 1 hold, however, that the 
method of appointing Governors 
should be changed, 1 also suggest 
that politicians s^iould not fill this 
post because of the po.ssibilities of 
misuse of the powers. The incum¬ 
bent should be well qualified and 
must be an impartial person who 
does not favour anyone and does 
not deny justice to any one in the 
Stale. A non-party agency should 
select the person. There have been 
cases of conflict between the Gover¬ 
nor and the Council of Ministers 
concerned, largely because of the at¬ 
tempt to use the office for political 
and other unwarranted, purposes. 
When there is a clash between the 
Governor and the Chief Minister, 
the entire constitutional machinery 
may break down and create 
various complications. In this con¬ 
nection, 1 would like to recall the 
recommendation of the Sarkaria 
Commission which closely studied 
Centre-State relations. Mr Justice 
Sarkaria felt that the Governor 
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^ouid be appointed out of a panel 
of names suggested by the Chief 
Minister of the State. In any case, 
the Chief Minister should be con¬ 
sulted before the appointment of 
the Governor; and active politicians 
should not be chosen for the post. 
Unfortunately, the Centre has not 
been following the advice of Mr Jus¬ 
tice Sarkaria. The result has been a 
mess in several States. The respon¬ 
sibility for the ugly situation rests 
entirely on the appointing 
authority. When the source itself is 
tainted and extraneous considera¬ 
tions govern the selction of Gover¬ 
nors, unhappy developments are 
inevitable. Partisan politics certain¬ 
ly lead to severe disrepute. 

MrC My predecessor, Mr B, 
has apparently opted for a com¬ 
promise. While attempting to refute 
the arguments put forward by Mr 
A, he has suggested a change in tire 
method of appointment of Gover¬ 
nors. With this suggestion most 
people would readily agree. The 
question is what would be the right 
method of selecting Governors. At 
present the authority at the Centre 
goes out of its way to accommodate 
and appoint party pals, political 
discards, rejected politicians, 

"loyal" persons obliging colleagues 
and others seeking comfortable 
berths in Raj Bhavans. In fact, this 
practice is in itself abuse of power 
by the Prime Minister and his team. 
So the taint is right at the commen¬ 
cement of the process of selecting 
Governors. Political purposes are 
sought to be served through the ap¬ 
pointees. This is the basic flaw in 
the present system. It is also unfor¬ 
tunate that in the last few months 
Himachal Pradesh has had four 
Governors. Political exigencies and 
unforeseen factors made fresh ap¬ 
pointments necessary after short in¬ 
tervals. The choice of these 
dignitaries was not happy; inevitab¬ 
ly there were difficulties, including 
ffie misuse of power and much else 


besides. As Mr A pointed out. State 
Governors have been naade use of 
by the Centre as its political and 
party agents. The prestige and 
status of Governors have declined 
almost continuously. At times these 
dignitaries have even been made 
subjects of ridicule because of their 
wrong and contradictory decisions. 
Besides, as Congress party 
nominees appointed wiffiout con¬ 
sulting State Chief Ministers, they 
have ^n repeatedly criticised for 
biassed actions. They should oc¬ 
cupy a position of respect and 
should keep themselves above con¬ 
troversy. Instead, most of them 
have been very much a part of 
some political organisation or 
other. There have been only a few 
honourable exceptions of impartial, 
efficient and widely respected 
Governors. Besides Mr Guisher 
Ahmed, Mr Motilal Vora, the U.P. 
Governor, was also criticised by cer¬ 
tain groups for allegedly making at¬ 
tempts to assist his son who was a 
candidate in the Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly election. Mr Vora, it was 
contended, had utilised the Diwali 
festival to pay a visit to the State 
and done some electioneering. The 
point is that gubernatorial conduct 
should always inspire confidence 
among the people. If it does not, 
the suspicion would linger that 
some code of conduct has been wil¬ 
fully violated. The needle of 
suspicion would then point to the 
State Governor. Will it not be 
proper, therefore, to have no Gover¬ 
nors at all and avoid all suspicions, 
attempts at mud-throwing and vic¬ 
timisation? 


MrD Sir, the word 

"impeachment" has gained curren¬ 
cy lately as if awkward situations 
can be resolved and other difficul¬ 
ties got over by impeaching the con¬ 
troversial person directly 
accountable. The BJP President, Mr 
L.K. Advani, on November 24 


demanded a constitutional 
provisiim for impeachihef^ of 
blameworffiy Governors. He al¬ 
leged that st^me Governors had 
been misusing their position to 
favour the ruling party candidates 
in the elections. If this proposal—to 
subject executive heads of govern¬ 
ment to the process of impeach¬ 
ment—is accepted by the 
Government, it would mean that 
the sword of Damocles would hang 
over the head of almost every 
Governor. He would not be able to 
pursue a firm policy in any arena 
because hostile groups belonging 
to die opposition parties would be 
ever on the look-out for occasions 
to threaten impeachment proceed- ■ 
ings in order to bring pressure on a 
non-obliging Governor. To make 
himself popular, and to please all 
sections of the people, he would 
prefer to follow a middle-of-the- 
path policy and play safe in all 
cases. In situations in which the 
Governor is required by the Con¬ 
stitution to exercise his discretion, 
or take a decision in accordance 
with the prescribed rules, he may 
find himself under irresistible pres¬ 
sure to act in a manner inconsistent 
with the dictates of his conscience. 
From the standpoint of public inter¬ 
est, the danger is that charges of 
partiality and favouritism may be 
flung about to defame even honest 
Governors. At times the arraigned 
Governor may not be really guilty. 
For instance, UP Governor Motilal 
Vora was found by the Election 
Commission not guilty of the 
charge of violating the code of 
model conduct brought against 
him. Similar charges against certain 
Central Ministers of attempting to 
further the interests of their party 
candidates by exercising undue in¬ 
fluence over district officials were 
also found baseless. The climate of 
suspicion and of baseless allega¬ 
tions and throwing mud at high- 
level dignitaries would be 
obviously undesirable. So, we 
should proceed cautiously in such 
matters. 
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The Art of Inter-Personal 
Relationships 


P ERSONALITY may be defined as 
the integrated and dynamic or¬ 
ganisation of the phpical, mental, 
moral and social qualities of die in¬ 
dividual, as that manifests itself to 
other people, in die give and take of 
social life. On former analysis it 
would seem mainly to comprise the 
natural and acquired in^ulses and 
habits, interests and complexes, the 
sentiments and ideals, the opinions 
and beliefs, as manifested in his rela¬ 
tions with his social milieu i.c., en¬ 
vironment or social surroundings. 

Foundations of 
inter-personal relations 

HE foundations of healthy inter¬ 
personal relationships are gotxl- 
will and friendliness. 

Goodwill simply means the wish 
to be kind, kindly feelings towards 
other persons. It is the mightiest prac¬ 
tical force in the world. Goodwill is in 
fact the pivot of life. "There is no 
moral right to property, to liberty, to 
life itself in the absence of goodwill." 
It is not just an attitude of giK>dwill 
towards those you like, but of good¬ 
will towards whom you do not like; 
even towards those who actively dis¬ 
like you. 

To cultivate good inter-personal 
relationships we must adopt an at¬ 
titude of friendliness towards other 
persons. The spirit of friendliness is 
characterised by human warmth, 
sympathy, and fellow-feeling. There 
are some people in all wali« of life 
who are so cold-blooded in their at¬ 
titude that their dealings chill the 
.blood. By a wholesome friendly at¬ 
titude we can make inter-personal 
relationships brighter, happier, more 
meaningful and more worth-while. 

To handle yourself, use your 
head; to handle others, use your 
heart. 

The art of living with others may 


be summed up in four words: Not 
selfishly, but well. It means that we 
should be big enough to work with 
other people and letring diem get the 
credit. The author of 'Moby Dick', 
famous American classic, perceptive¬ 
ly observes, "We cannot live only for 
ourselves. A thousand fibres connect 
us with our fellow men; along those 
fibres, as sympathetic threads, our ac¬ 
tions run as causes, and they come 
back to us as effects." 

Another technique in the art of 
good inter-personal relationships is 
co-operation. Without thespiritof co¬ 
operation we cannot, in fact, live. As 
Marcus Aurelius put it, "We are made 


An attitude of blind obedience 
towards those who exercise power 
over you in whatever capacity and 
an attitude of arbitrary 
domineering power are fatal to 
sound inter-personal relationships. 
"IVe cannot live only for ourselves. 
A thousand fibres connect us with 
fellow men; along those fibres, as 
sympathetic threads, our actions 
run as causes, and they come back 
to us as effects." 
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for co-operation, like feet, like hand.s, 
like eyes, like the rows of upper and 
lower teeth. To act against one 
another is contrary to Nature and it is 
acting against one another to be 
vexed and turn away." 

Having empathy with others is 
also a key factor in establishing good 
inter-personal relationships. Em¬ 
pathy is the ability to perceive the 
feelings and needs of others. It 
depends greatly upon the ability to 
interpret the expressive behaviour of 
another individual. This, in turn, 
depends upon a genuine interest in 
and concern for others. 

How a person responds to 


human situations is of vital sig¬ 
nificance in the pattern of inter-per¬ 
sonal relationships. A healthy and 
constructiveresponsemustbeposi- 
tivcrathertharmegative,productive 
rather than destructive, friendly 
rather than hostile and generous 
ra thertha nun generous. 

In the ultimate analysis the con¬ 
trast between healthy and unhealthy 
inter-personal relationships is the 
contrast between the hostile and the 
friendly personality, between the 
helpful and the unhelpful; betweoi 
the personality that distrust others 
and tends to push them off or even to 
hurt them and the personality that 
likes and trusts others and tends with 
cordiality to co-operation, to unite it¬ 
self with them. 

Personality is a work of art. 
While the individual should aim at 
maximum fulfilment for the flower¬ 
ing of personality, it is also his duty to 
help other persons in the maximum 
realisation of their potentialities. This 
attitude of helpfulnes.s contributes to 
the development of sound and fruit¬ 
ful inter-personal relationships. 

Barriers to sound 

inter-personal 

relationships 

E have outlined the positive 
response traits of inter-per¬ 
sonal relationships. There are, how¬ 
ever, negative traits which set as 
barriers to gewd and healthy inter¬ 
personal relationships. 

Egocentricity f.c,, self-centred- 
neSs is perhaps the most formidable 
barrier to the development of posi¬ 
tive inter-personal relationships. An 
ego<entric personality is one that is 
primarily interested in itself and its 
own concerns and indifferent to the 
concerns of others. Its keynote is utter 
indifference summed up in the coUo- 
quial expression "could not care 
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less". It may be a symptom of 
padtdc^ical condition. 

An unrealistic self-image is an 
od\er serious barrier to good inter¬ 
personal relationships. A person 
may fail to realise that there is a 
wide gap between what he is and 
what he thinks he is. He may gross¬ 
ly under-estimate or over-estimate 
himself. 

Another barrier to sound a realis¬ 
tic inter-personal relationships is to 
have unrealistic images of others. It is 
the incapacity to see others as they 
are. This incapacity may spring from 
sheer ignorance about others 
resulting in our seeing others not 
as they are but as our ignorance 
invents. It may also stem from an 
unhealthy competitiveness. It is 
not necessary to blow out the 
other person's light to let your 
own shine. Another source of this 
lack of social perception is the ten¬ 
dency to be stereotype. 
Stereotypes are preconceived no¬ 
tions as to how people of a given 


race, national origin or occupa¬ 
tion ought to appear or behave. 
For example, the stereotype of 
the Irishman includes a sense of 
humour and a readiness to fight 
at the slightest provocation. 

Finally, we may fabricate false 
images of others for our lack of im¬ 
aginative appreciation of tiKeir points 
of view or attitudes towards life. Or 
for lack of tolerance, that uncomfort¬ 
able feeling that the other fellow may 
be right after all. All of us have weak¬ 
nesses. It would be less than fair if we 
don't make a reasormble discount for 
those of otfters. 

An attitude of blind obedience 
towards those who exercise power over 
you in whatever capacity and an at¬ 
titude of arbitrary domineering power 
are fatal to sound inter-personal 
relationships. 

These destroy the sense of in¬ 
tegrity: 'The person driven by any oneof 
these passions actually b^omes de 
pendent on others; instead of developing 


his own individual being he is de¬ 
pendent on diose to whom he sub¬ 
mits or whom he dominates." Those 
who exerdse power over others must 
beware ctf the lust of power. The late 
U.S. President TVuman said aptly, 
"There is a lure in power. It can get into 
a man'sbiood just as gambling and lust 
for power have been known to do." A 
socially mature person abhors arbitrary 
power as well as blind cibedianc& He 
works 'wiflr' people rather than 'over' 
people. "If you put a chain anxind the 
neck of a slave" wrote Emerson, "the 
other end fastens itself around your 
own." As Rallo May points out, 
dominating and submissive tendencies 
go hand in hand and mascxhism (i.e,, 
takii^ pieasiue in suffering pain) is the 
reverse side of sadism (i.e., taking 
pleasure in inflicting pain). 

Man as a social animal cannot 
fulfil himself unless he has 
mastered the art of inter-personal 
relationships and thus can par¬ 
ticipate creatively and constructive¬ 
ly in that all-embracing partnership 
which Burke named society. 
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improve Your Word Power 


1. antomerate: (a) petfume {b) extension (c) heap 
(d) solitude 

2 boob: («) foUy (b) wisdom (c) proverb (d) denial. 

3. conundrum: (a) decision (b) laughter (c) anger 
(d) riddle. 

4. derisive: (a) excellent {b) offensive (c) ridiculous 
(d) defensive. 

5. eyewash: (a) nervousness (b) nonsense (c) experi¬ 
ment (d) trial. 

6. faze: (a) suspect (b) confuse (c) contradict (d) su¬ 
pervise. 

7. gonzo: (a) crazy person (b) stupid pereon (c) or- 
Qiodox person (d) intelligent person. 

8. hullabaloo: (a) refusal (b) expectation (c) acquit¬ 
tal (d) uproar.. 

9. ingratiate: (a) sacrifice (b) discourage (c) flatter 
(d) regulate. 

10. kerb; (a) edge (b) bottom (r) roof (d) judgement. 

11. lethargy: (a) inactivity (b) flattery (c) supremacy 
(d) reward. 

12. macho: (a) naughty (b) deceptive (c) masculine 
(d) singular. 

13. noisome: (a) quiet (b) wholesome (c) superb 
(d) offensive. 

14. plonker: (a) foolish (person) (b) knowledgeable 
(person) (c) cunning (fellow) (d) coward (fellow) 

15. quip: (a) incident (b) accident (c) explosion 
(d) a'tort. 

16. rcdoutablc: (a) doubtful (b) helpful (c) for¬ 
midable (d) extravagant. 

17. scuzz: (a) pioneer (b) goal-keeper (c) ling-master 
(d) unpleasiint person. 

18. vicarious: (a) slow (b) indirect (c) natural (d) bor¬ 
rowed. 

19. winch: (a) pu.sh (b) pull (c) punish (d) prosper. 

20. zenith: (a) bottom (b) middle (c) peak (d) surface. 


ANSWERS 


1. agglomerate: (c) heap, mass. 

—Delhi today is definitely an urban agglotnemli’ in¬ 
deed a megopoli.s. 

2. boob: (a) folly, mistake. 

—When an upcoming politician makes a fwob after 
boob, his political career comes under a cloud. 

3. conundrum: (d) riddle, question. 

—^When and where an earthquake would hit, is still a 
conundrum, both for the scientists as well as for the com¬ 
mon people. 

4. derisive: (c) ridiculous, mocking. 

—His comments on the current political situation in 
India evoked only derisixx laughter. 


5. eyewash: (b) nonsense, deception. 

—^For the victims of riots or violence, most of the 
inquiry commissions turn out to be an eyewash. 

6. faze: (b) confuse, disconcert. 

—She is so calm and confident; nothing seems to/aze 
her. 

7. gonzo: (a) crazy person. 

—The one who indulges in frequent character-assas¬ 
sination of others, can best be dubbed a gonzo. 

8. hullabaloo: (d) uproar, excitement, din. 

—The flood-victims were making a hullabaloo about 
the inadequate relief/compensation given to them. 

9. ingratiate: (c) flatter/please (to gain favour). 

—She tried to ingratiate herself with the director in the 
hope of getting promotion. 

10. kerb: (a) edge. 

—You are advi.sed to stop at the kerb (of a pavement) 
before crossing the road. 

11. lethargy: (a) inactivity, apathy. 

—^The violent agitation of the employees was the 
result of government Icthargif towards their long-standing 
demands. 

12. macho: (c) masculine (aggressively). 

—He thinks it is macho to drink a lot and get into fights 
over trifles. 

13. noisome: (d) offen.siv'e, stinking, harmful. 

—Unchecked effluents from a distillery spread a 
noisome smell in the atmosphere. 

14. plonker. («) foolish/inept (person). 

—When the police officer opened fire in panic, 
press/media described him a plonker. 

15. quip: (d) retort, witty/sarcastic (remark). 

—The learned speaker ended his speech with a merry 
quip. 

16. redoutable: (c) formidable. 

—In the boxing arena, the over-confident former 
champion found his opponent a redoutable challenger. 

17. scuzz: (d) unpleasant persem. 

—With his hackneyed jokes and frequent interrup¬ 
tions, he proved a scuzz in the company of merry-makers. 

18. vicarious: (b) indirect, imaginary. 

—He got a vicarious thrill out of watching his son score 
the winning goal. 

19. winch: (b)puU. 

—^The helicopter winched the survivor up (out of the 
sea) to safety. 

20. zenith: (c) top, peak. 

—Yuppies are always impatient to reach the zenith of 
their career sooner than desired. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Describe the policy framework and approach 
of Ei^th Five Year Plan towards Science and Technol¬ 
ogy. How Science and Technology can provide benefit to 
the common man? 

Ans. In order to derive optimum benefit from the 
meagre resources, Science and Technology (S & T) has 
tried to adopt such methodology as will help in the 
growth of the economy as a whole. However, S & T efforts 
in India suffer from the niot problems like scarcity of 
foreign exchange, increasing unemployment, rising 
poverty, conservation of forests and environment and 
other allied problems. S & T must, therefore, strive at 
developing technologies and .strategies towards rapid 
agricultural and industrial growth. The Eighth Plan, 
therefore, aims at encouraging entrepreneurship, 
developing indigenous technologies, investing in Re¬ 
search and Development, etc. 

India has already made significant achievements in 
high-technology areas like nuclear and space science, 
electronics, defence research, etc. There have also been 
commendable improvements in S & T related areas in 
agriculture, electronics, informatics, bio-technology, 
renewable energy resources, ocean science, etc. In the 
Eighth Plan, S & T outlay forms about 2.26 per cent of the 
total public sector outlay. At the end of the Seventh Plan 
the total expenditure on S & T as ratio of GNP stood at 1.12 
per cent. Eighth Five Year Plan aims at easuring that 
efforts of S & T do not remain confined to laboratories and 
academic institutions but percolate to the practical areas 
so that the advancements in this field truly becomes part 
of our life. 

Eighth Plan also aims at giving priority to S & T in 
better utilisation of all natural resources so that the large 
sections of our society benefit from the applications of S & 
T. This would include better management of land water 
and energy resources. In an effort to effectively contribute 
towards eradication of poverty establishment of "Prob¬ 
lem Referral and Data Information Network", consisting 
of linked units from the villages to the national Ie\'el, 
through districts and States is essential. Similarly, 
development models, based on optimising the total 
employment at the local level, using all available local 
resources, should be prepared. This would require total 
integration of all related inputs and larger participation of 
the voluntary agencies. Mechanism should be devised to 
facilitate trained and skilled persems from the scientific 
organisations to actually work in rural and tribal areas, 
with a view to implement their theoretical knowledge in 
practical applications. This would also provide first hand 
feedback of the problems of the masses. Specific 
programnws must be devised to improve the working 
conditions of the women, to etwure them better status, 
health care, nutrition, education, pre-natal and post-natal 


care and otiier related services. Research efforts must be in 
water harvesting and mana^menl, sericulture, horticul¬ 
ture, post harvest technolc^ies and conservation of en¬ 
vironment. Younger generations must be encouraged to 
pursue science as a career. Similarly, potential of the 
retired scientists should be utilised towards rural and 
tribal development programmes. Space research should 
be exclusively directed towards acquiring better 
meteorological data communication facilities and remote 
sensing, for resource exploitation so that this could result 
in contributing significantly to the well being of the com¬ 
mon man. 

Q. 2. Account for the encouraging trend in the exter¬ 
nal trade of India during 1993-94. What inference can be 
drawn from rising exports and stagnating imports? 

Ans. Till recently, India's external trade was the 
cause of serious concern to the policy makers. The fall of 
huge barter trade, in Indian rupee, with the erstwhile 
USSR put severe strain on our external trade. The situa¬ 
tion was exasperated by the Gulf-war and resultant un¬ 
precedented hike in crude-oil prices in the international 
market. To worsen the matter further, the large scale ex¬ 
odus of the Indians working in ffie Gulf-countries, during 
the war, considerably reduced the remittances of foreign 
exchange. Political instability at home added fuel to the 
fire and the situation appeared difficult to be redeemed. 

Advent of new government at the Centre, in middle 
of 1991, witnessed several measures in this direc’tion. 
World Bank and IMF' sponsored package of reforms was 
adopted in due earnest. Provisions of FERA were relaxed. 
Indian rupee was initially made partially convertible, 
leading to full convertibility later, after the devaluation of 
1991 failed to yield desired results. Process of liberalisa¬ 
tion was also aimed at the import of technology for export 
promotion and import substitution. But due to "J-Curve" 
phenomenon, the exports did not respond to the above 
mentioned measures immediately. As a result the exports 
actually fellby 1.67 percent in dollar terms during 1991-92 
and the imports also dropped by 19.36 per cent, leaving an 
overall trade deficit of $ 1.5 billion. There was slight im¬ 
provement in the following year and in 1992-93, the ex¬ 
ports registered a meagre rise of 3.61 per cent in dollar 
terms, mainly due to low level of exports during the 
previous year. In the same year, imports increas^ by 
12.05 per cent and the trade deficit was at whopping $ 3.3 
billion. The situation has, however, changed drastically 
during the first five months of the current financial year. 
Whereas the imports declined ty 3.74 per cent over the 
last year's level during the same period, the exports 
surged ahead by incredible 24.3 per cent. As a result the 
trade deficit has declined to $ 254.61 million. The decline 
in imports may be welcomed in the short-run, increasing 
the foreign exchange reserves.to a level of over $ 8 billion 
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by middle of October 1993. It is, however, a matter of 
grave concern if the trend continues in the long run. 

The official reason given for decline in imports is that 
the bulk of the imports takes place during ^e busy season 
commencing fix)m October every year. But the economists 
are concerned over this development due to the fact that 
already stagnating industrial sector badly needs import of 
capital goods for export promotion and import substitu> 
tion effort. Downward trend in the consumption of petro- 
products has reversed the hopes of revival of the 
industrial sector. It may provide temporary relief by 
showing l^ser trade deficit, but at the same time it also 
points to a very serious ailment, that is the poor state of 
industries. 

Increase in exports, on the other hand, is a positive 
sign. The Finance Ministry is hopeful of achieving the 
target of 20 per cent growth of exports in dollar terms this 
year. Tliis higher rate of growth of exports would mean 
lesser trade deficit, higher foreign exchange reserves, 
le.sser dependence on foreign loans and easier debt servic¬ 
ing of the foreign debt. Increasing foreign investment 
would supplement this process. A sustained rate of 15 to 
20 per cent in exports, in dollar terms, will drive Indian 
economy out of trouble in the next five years. If this trend 
of rising exp<.irts is positively supported by the measure.s 
like privatisation of oil exploration yielding results, it may 
herald an era of self-sufficiency, growth and economic 
prosperity during the next century. 

Q. 3. Give historical background of Indo-China dis¬ 
pute. Do you think that this agreement will help both 
the countries to attain better political and economic ties? 

Ans. McMahon line which, separates India and 
China, is the root cause of problem between the two 
countries. I listoncally, just like mos* of the developing 
countries, C^hina Itas been badly exploited by the western 
powers f(ir centuries. This may be the reason for the 
psyche of .suspicion nursed by the Chinese. McMahon line 
was drawn betwwn India and China in the beginning of 
this century, at a time when both the countries were direct¬ 
ly under the control of foreign powers. Neither of the 
countries had any say in this matter. The Line was drawn 
on the basis of actual possession and control of both the 
countries in respective territories. As nt) dispute was 
raised by any of the parties at that time, the line was 
accepted as dc-facto line denoting the inlernaticmal border 
between India and China. After India became inde¬ 
pendent and China also adopted the present form of sys¬ 
tem, China began to lay their claim on huge parts of 
Indian territories, challenging the sanctity of McMahon 
line. For India, this line was the international border as it 
had existed to be so for decades. F.ven before this line Whs 
dihwn, the territories soutli of McMahon line had been the 
integral part of India. 

China maintains that McMahon line is neither 
marked on ground nor on the map and is just a notional 
and imaginary line, unilaterally drawn by the Britishers, 
to the detriment of China. China claims over 90,000 sq km 


of Indian territory in Aksai Chin in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Chumbi Valley in Arunachal Pradesh. Indian claim 
against China is over 30,000 sq km of Indian territory 
occupied by China in 1962 war, in addition to 5000 sq 
km Indian territory unilaterally ceded to it by Pakistan 
in Aksai Chin area. The relations were further strained 
after the Indian Parliament vowed to take back every 
inch of Indian territory while China continued to stick 
to its stand. 

Another issue of dispute is India's stand on Tibet. In 
1959, Chinese annexation of Tibet was condemned by 
India at various international fora. During the same year 
Dalai Lama, the spiritual and political head of Tibet, 
migrated to India with a number of his followers. Dalai 
Lama then set up government of Tibet in exile in 
Himachal Pradesh and made it a centre for anti-China 
propaganda at international platforms. This irked the 
Chinese and has continued to be cause of dispute be¬ 
tween the two countries. It was only after India granted 
asylum to Dalai Lama and his followers that anti-India 
stand of China toughened and finally resulted in masr 
sive Chinese aggression in 1962. The dispute deepened 
and China joined hands with Pakistan on Kashmir 
issue. 

Since the 1962 war the deadlock has continued. Both 
the countries snapped diplomatic ties and trade relations. 
Efforts of Mr Atal Behari Vajpai, a.s Foreign Minister, and 
later Mr Rajiv Gandhi, did change the scenario slightly 
but no discernible trends in improving the relations were 
visible till recently. Of late both countries have started 
realising the irrelevance of strained relations. Both have 
historic, cultural and economic relations. Both constitute 
more than one third of the total humanity, as such the 
socio-economic conditions are also the same. The close 
vicinity can provide comparative advantage to both in 
trade of several commodities. 

The recent agreement between the two countries has 
paved the way for more fruitful relations. Resolution to 
settle the disputes through negotiations is a landmark 
gesture. The decision to redefine the line of control on 
mutually agreeable terms has highlighted the spirit of 
give and take. The 1962 war is part of history now"^ and in 
the present day context it may not be proper to harp upon 
it and block all further opportunities to improve the rela¬ 
tions. Despite tall claims to retrieve every inch of Indian 
territory, the line of actual control after 1962 has become 
the real border between the countries. It will be in the 
interest of both the sides, if by forgetting the previous 
bitternes.s they decide to burry hatchet and strive for a 
new dawn of better understanding, cooperation, trade, 
cultural exchange and confidence building. As per the 
new criteria of judging the GDP, Chinese and Indian 
economies fall among the top six nations. Even politically 
and militarily, if the two countries decide to join hands, 
they would make die strongest group of two nations. The 
September-agreement has inde^ made a humble begin¬ 
ning in the right direction. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Rural artisans and modem 
tools 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to make the rural artisans 
familiar with the modern tools 
available in their field. 

Explain how the measures sug¬ 
gested by you would be helpful. 

Ans. The scintillating success of 
the Green Revolution has proved in 
an ample measure that the Indian 
farmer is prone to accepting new 
ideas and techniques, provided such 
innovations promise to promote his 
material interests. Though one sec¬ 
tion of rural India has taken to new 
methods of farming in all its contours 
and contents, the other section, that 
of rural artisans, still remains steeped 
in the use of orthodox and in some 
cases obsolete tools. As a result of this 
attitude, a vast majority of them find 
themselves in an utter state of per¬ 
petual poverty. In order to rid them of 
to improve their degrading despon¬ 
dency and to improve their Jiving 
conditions, the following measures, if 
adopted in all seriousness and 
earnestne.ss, can show rewarding 
results in due course of time. 

1. First of all tiie rural artisans of 
all hues and categories should be 
made aware of the new tools, techni¬ 
ques and technolog}' that ran help 
them in their conventional pursuits. 
This can be done by holding periodic 
workshops and exhibitions, where 
practical demonstrations are given 
before a motivated audience. 

2. As a follow-up action free or 
subsidised kits (of tools) and raw 
material should be provided. 
Through the visual media, program¬ 
mes, specially made for rural ar¬ 
tisans, weavers, craftsmen, etc., may 
be shown on the television. It should 
also be ensured through the newly 
revived institutions of Panchayats 
that the artisans and other manual 


workers watch these programmes on 
the community T.V. sets and keep 
themselves up-dated with the latest 
tools & techniques of their respective 
vocations. 

3. Having learnt to use the latest 
tools, the rural artisans need to be 
assured of remunerative prices for 
their products. If there is a need to 
change the outlook of these artisans, 
there is a greater need to change the 
modes and mores of our thinking 
towards them. Unless we encourage 
and patronise their products, and do 
our best to bring them in the 
mainstream ofehanging patterns and 
priorities, they will not stop their 
mindless migration to the urban 
milieu in search of greener pastures 
and quick bucks. 

Working days in Scools 
and Colleges 

Q. Some people feel that the 
number of working days in schools 
and colleges in an academic year 
should be increased to some extent. 

Explain your views in thi.s 
regard or substantiate your views by 
giving instances or examples from 
your experience. 

Ans. Despite a number of Com¬ 
missions and Committees appointed 
to look into the health of education in 
.schooLs and colleges in India, the 
goals of total literacy and develop¬ 
ment of rational/scientific temper 
(among the student community) 
have remained distant dreams. Al¬ 
though we have produced some of 
the best doctors, engineers, scientists, 
scholars, academicians, el al, there is 
still a lot to be done. Some people 
rightly feel that with the improve¬ 
ment of scales and sendee conditions 
fur all categories of teachers, working 
days in schools and colleges should 
also be increased to some reasonable 
extent. Their suggestion can be sup¬ 
ported on the following grounds: 


There is no denying the fact that 
with every upward revision in pay 
scales and other service benefits of 
the teaching community, the cor¬ 
responding work-load, in terms of 
periods, working hours or days 
during the academic year, has 
remained almost static. If we take 
into account the disruption of studies 
due to strikes, demonstrations, agita¬ 
tions, elections, etc., the existing 
calendar of working days gets further 
curtailed. With the spectre of ex¬ 
aminations hovering over the heads 
of one and ail, there is hardly any 
time left for other creative activities, 
which are so essential for the over-all 
development of personality of ail stu¬ 
dents. Hence the need to increase the 
working days in schools and colleges 
is a genuine one. 

By increasing the working days 
in schools and colleges, an ap¬ 
propriate atmosphere for extra-cur¬ 
ricular activities can become a 
practical possibilitv'. As the thing.s 
stand today, there is hardly any time 
left for congenial diversion of ener¬ 
gies of the youth tor some .socially 
useful projects. Quantity-wise, as 
well as quality-wise, the re.sults of 
present-day teaching fall much short 
of expected standards and individual 
expixrtations. In order to keep pace 
with the fast changing perceptions 
and parameters of education the 
world over, mere completion of syl¬ 
labus or courses of study through 
the traditional methods of lectures, 
dictation of notes, etc. will lead us 
no where. Therefore, the need of the 
hour is that we introduce new 
methodology of teaching in our 
schools and colleges, for which 
working days may have to be in¬ 
creased. 

Once the proposition to increase 
the working days is accepted and im¬ 
plemented, intensive teaching in the 
form of tutorials, seminars, group 
discussions, etc. can become a part 
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and parcel of our teaching schedule. 
This may also curb the evil of private 
tuitions, which both students and 
teachers resort to for different 
reasons. Under the New Education 
Policy, mere spoon-feeding in the 
class-rooms will not do. In order to 
justify the spending of every p«my 
on education, age-old attitudes will 
have to be thrown off the hook. 

Loss of forests 

Q. Suppose there is no forest in 
the fields. 

Explain three possible conse¬ 
quences, if such a thing happens. 

Ans. We are living in an age 
where the protection and preserva¬ 
tion of the hagile eco-system has be¬ 
come a matter of life and death. God 
forbid, if all forests vanish from the 
fields, it is not only the landscape that 
would present poor panorama, the 
environment around all living crea¬ 
tures would also become a danger 
zone of decay and destruction. In 
such an eventuality, the following 
consequences will follow: 

1. The immediate fall-out will 
be an open invitation to the 
onslaught of expanding deserts, peri- j 
odic droughts and furious floods. I 
With the natural barrier, provided by 
the forests, disappearing all of a sud¬ 
den, the all destructive forces of na¬ 
ture will unleash calamities of such 
magnitude and malignancy that all 
our scientific strides and technologi- j 
cal feats would prove inadequate to j 
reverse the trends. The fields wifoout ! 
their green cover, provided by the all 
benevolent forests, would burn in 
summer and thus hamper all agricul¬ 
tural activities so essential to keep 
our body and soul togeiher. The loss 
of forests would also mean less 
availability of oxygen, which would 
further aggravate respiratory sys¬ 
tems among human as well as animal 
worlds. Land erosion, water-logging 
and other negative after-effects 
resulting from the loss of forests 
would pose serious threats to all 
types of life. 

2. When there are no forests, 
there will be no wood, medicinal 


herbs, plants and creepers, foat arc 
the raison d'etre of our passions and 
pursuits. The chirping of birds so 
sweet to human ear and so inspiring 
for music lovers, will become a rare 
delight or even an imaginary joy 
found only in stories. Paucity of 
wood would render jobless so man<^ 
human beings, engaged in industries, 
based on supply of timber. House¬ 
wives, specially in the country-side, 
still keeping their homes and hearths j 
warm with fire-wood collected from 
nearby fore-sts, will find themselves 
in a state of worst crisis. 

3. With concrete jungles in 
urban areas staring blank in the face 
and forest-less fields in hills and 
plains equally hostile, the very pur¬ 
pose of living would become either a i 
nightmare or a question mark! 

Sub-standard guide books 

Q. Sale of sub-standard guide 
books in the market is making stu¬ 
dents less serious in their prepara¬ 
tion for school and college 
examinations. 

Give two arguments in favour 
and two against the given statement. 

Arguments for the statement 

1. As matters stand today, the 
sole purpose of education seems to i 
revolve around the axis of examina¬ 
tions. As such, exceptions apart, 
spoon-feeding on sub stan'dard 
guide books has become the order of 
the day, right from the prim.iry to the 
University level. In a hurry to get 
through the examination, which like 

a .sw'ord of Damocle.s keeps hanging 
over-head, a majority of students fall 
back on cheap guides readily avail¬ 
able in the market. These guide 
book.s, written in a slip-shod manner, 
contain all types of aberrations and 
distortions, as a result of which the 
examinees fall an easy prey to the 
cliches like 'short- cuts', 'guaranteed 
success', cl al. 

2. There are no two opinions to 
reiterate the fact that suivstandard 
guide books omit vital aspects of the 
subject matter they claim to deal 
with. Instead they resort to cheap 
gimmicks and vociferous promises of 


success in the examination for all 
those who read these guides. Since 
the procurement of a degree, by any 
means, is a passport for a job, stu¬ 
dents fall for these guides just as a 
starving man does for any type of 
food. A pletiiora of guides certainly 
play havoc with serious studies of stu¬ 
dents, who otherwise would have 
gone through the standard text-lxxjks 
and other critical material if there wem 
no crutches, like the sub-standard 
guide books, flooding the market. 

Arguments Against the statement 

1. Despite high-sounding ideals 
of education, no-body seems to 
bofoer about the plight of those stu¬ 
dents who are just average in calibre 
or whese I.Q. is not sharp enough to 
grasp and retain the complex con¬ 
tents of tfieir text books. For such stu¬ 
dents, who find no relevance or 
motivation in the bookish knowledge 
that they are supposed to cram, only 
sub-standard guide books come to 
rescue at the time of the 
Board/University examinations. 
With a majority of our students suf¬ 
fering from the stigma of mediocrity 
and indifference and their interest in 
studies/books only superficial, it is 
but natural that they turn to cheap 
guides to pass the examination. 

2. If sub-standard or spurious 
eatables, medicines, cosmetics, social 
services, etc. do not provoke us to do 
some deep introspection, why should 
the sub-standard guide books so 
upset the 'high-brows or elitist 
group.s' who have nothing but con¬ 
tempt for the mediocre or the weak 
students. The question or the 
hypocritical concern, that sub-stand¬ 
ard guide books make^r ^dents 
less ser|ou:rth their preparation for 
school and college examinations, is a 
matter of sophistication and sutlety 
for those only who sit in the ivory 
towers and frame high standards of 
education for all irrespective of their 
.social, educational or economic back¬ 
ground. Just as a drowning man 
catches at a straw, the similarly stu¬ 
dents pushed to foe wall near the ex¬ 
amination days, jump at guide bt)oks, 
which are a panacea for their ex¬ 
amination-ridden problems. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


The questions given below mre set 
in the N.D.A. Examination laid on the 
12th Sept 1993. 

We are grateful to Mr Mohammad 
Minnatullah Ktum of Patna for sending 
the question paper to us. 

USAGE 

Spotting Errois (Items 1 to 6) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen- 
tenccs are giiten. The sentences are in 
three stparate parts and each one is called 
a, b, <’. Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is an error in any part. No 
sentence has more than one error. When 
you find an error in any one of the parts 
(a, b or c), ittdicate your respemse on the 
separate Answer Sheet at the appropriate 
space. You may feel that there is no error 
in a sentence. In that case letter ‘d’ will 
signify a ‘No error' response. 

(ii) You are to indicate only one 
resjKmse for each item in your .Answer 
Sheet. (If you indicate more than one 
response, your answer will be considered 
wrong.) Errors may be in grammar, word 
usage or idioms. There may be a word 
missing or there may hr a uuord which 
should be removed. 

(Hi) You are not required to correct 
the error. You are mpiind only to indicate 
your response on the Ansuvr Shat Ex¬ 
amples P and Q hm beat sohvd for you. 

P. The young child (a) singed (b) a 
very sweet song (c). No error (d). 

Q. We worked (a) very hard (b) 
thn^ughout the season (c). No error 

(d) 

Explanation: In item P, the word 
'signed' is w'rong. The letter under 
this part is (b); so (b) is the correct 
answer. Similarly, for item Q, (d) is 
the correct answer, as the sentence 
does not contain any error. 

Now attempt items lto6 

1. My brother-in-laws (a) who 
live in Bombay (!>) have come to stay 
with us (c). No error (d). 

2. Sheila Chandra began her 
concert by chanting Om (a) tunung it 
finally into an experience (b) close 


with prayer (c). No error (d). 

3. I advised my son (a) to engage 
two coolies instead of one (b) because 
the luggage was too much heavy for a 
single coolie (c). No enor (d). 

4. CV. Raman was one of those 
great sons of India (a) who has earned 
everlasting fame (b) for scientific re¬ 
searches. (c) No error (d). 

5. It is our duty (a) to put off 
our shoes (b) before entering the 
sanctum sanctorum of any temple 
or mosque (c). No error (d). 

6. The only good thing (a) about 
the.se pens (h) are their colour and 
their size (c). No error (d). 

Sentence Improvement (Items 7 to 
12) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are ginm 
three possible substitutbns for the un¬ 
derlined part. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) 
is better than the underlined part, indi¬ 
cate your response on the Ansioer Sheet 
against the corresponding letter (a), (h) 
or (c). If none of the substitutions im- 
prove the sentence, indicate (d) as your 
response on the Ansmr Sheet. Thus a 
'No improvement' response will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and S 
haiK' been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) child singed the 
ih) child singed 
(rj child sang a 
{a) No improvement 

S. 1 have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) 1 already twice have read 
this book. 

(h) 1 twice have already read 
this book. 

(f) I have twice already read 
this bemk. 

(d) No improvement 
Explanation: 

R. For item R, the correct sen¬ 
tence should read, "The young child 
sang a very sweet song." (c) is there¬ 
fore, the correct answer. 


S. Item Sis a correct sentence. None 
of die changes suggested will improve 
it. (d) is tfieiwcwe, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. 
There may be a necessary word miss¬ 
ing or there may be a word which 
should be removed. 

Now attempt items 7 to 12 

7. He has cooked that meal so 
often he can do it with his eyes 
closed. 

(a) hands full 
(bj eyes covered 
(cj mind blank 
(a) No improvement 

8. The "Tnree Muskete»*r5" 
have been written by Dumas. • 

(a) are written 
(h) are being written 
(cj has been written 
(d) No improvement 

9. By temperament the English 
tire reserved, so they prefer to live in 
solitary houses. 

(a) English people 

S English 
some English 
No improvement 

10. Do take an umbrella with 
you lest you do not get wet. 

fo) lest you should get wet 

(b) lest you should not get wet 

(c) lest you might not get wet 

(d) No improvement 
n. In a few minutes' time, when 
the clock strikes six, 1 would be wait¬ 
ing here three quarters of an hour. 

(<t) shall be waiting 
(i>) shall have been waiting 
(cj will have waited 
(a) No improvement 
12. He enjoys to tell stories to 
children. 

(a) how to tell stories 
(b) telling stories 
(cj to narrate stories 
(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synon 3 mis (Items 13 to 17) 

Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts cf :^ich are underline. 
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You may also find ottly n givup oj toords 
which is underlined. For each underlined 
part, four words/phrases are listed Maw. 
Choose Ihe word nearest in meaning' to 

underlined part and blacken the cor¬ 
responding space on the Answer Sheet. 

Example E is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite transparent. 
(o) verbose 

im involved 
(c) lucid 

(a) witty 

Expknation; In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent". So (c) is the cor¬ 
rect answer. In your Answer Sheet 
the space marked (c) is to be black¬ 
ened. 

Now attempt items 13 to 17. 

13. A ^ne got stuck in his gul¬ 
let. 

(fli throat lb) chest 

(c) molars (d) stomach 

14. Because of a family feud , he 
never spoke to his wife's parents. 

(a) trouble (h) crisis 

(c) quarrel (d) problem 

15. Millionaires become ec¬ 
centric in their old age. 

. ffll miserly (1?) dull 

(c) peculiar (d) irritable 

16. The asemding temperature 
in many parts of the world confirms 
global warming which is an environ¬ 
mental hazard. 

(a) mounting (h) shooting 

(r) falling (rf) rising 

17. Before 1 could expostulate he 
had spoken again. 

(a) explain (h) disclo.se 

(c) protest (d) postulate 

Antonyms (Items 18 to 22) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined in 
the sentence given. It is followed by four 
words or phrases Select the word or 
phrase which is closest to the opposite in 
meaning of the underlined word or 
phrase 

Example "F" has been solved for 
you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(a) lazy 

if») active 

(c) indecent 

(d) casual 

Explanation: The word which is 
nearest opposite in meaning to the 
underlined word "smart" is "lazy". 


So you have to blacken the space (a) 
in the Answer Sheet. 

Now attempt items 18 to 22. 

18. His unscrupulous p ursuit of 
wealth finally landed him in prison. 

(a) conscientious 

(b) dedicated 

(c) singleminded 
(a) superfluous 

19. Let us not aggravate the suf¬ 
ferings of the poor. 

! a) advocate 
b) appreciate 
c) alleviate 
(a) abbreviate 

20. Misogynists are not ap¬ 
plauded in society 

a) philanthropists 
b) philologists 
(cj philogynists 
(a) philanderers 
21. Her , vivacity attracted 
everybody. 

(a) humour 

(b) truthfulness 
(cj beauty 
(a) apathy 

22. The indignation of the 
retreating troops resulted in large- 
scale killings. 

(a) anger 

(b) displeasure 
(cj orcferliness 
(a) happines.s 

RECONSTRUCTION OF SENTEN¬ 
CES 

(Items 23 to 27) 

Directions: 

In Urns 23 to 27 each sentence is 
divided into four parts, which are 
marked P, Q, R and S. The order here is 
jumbled. You are required lo indicate the 
correct order of these four parts by choos¬ 
ing the appropriate response from the 
options gwen below. 

Example F i.s solved for you. 7 he 
follc>wing sentence i.s divided into 
four parts, which are marked F, Q, R 
and S. 

F. for a moment (P) the man 
looked at me (Q) and then emptied 
my pockets (R) turned me upside 
down (S) 

The four options are 

(a) PQRS (b) PROS 

(c) QPSR (/) SQRP 

Explanation: The correct response 
is QPSR, "The man looked at me for 
a moment, turned me upside down 
and then emptied my pockets." 


So you have to mark (c) on the 
Answer Sheet against item F. 

Now attempt items 23 to 27. 

23. which is sold (P) for its horn 
(Q) the Rhinoceros is hunted by 
poachers (R) at high places (S) 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) SQPR (h) QRSP 

(c) RQPS (4 QPSR 

24. as environmental tools (P) 
for military purposes (Q) are finding 
variou.«i new uses (R) the world's 
fastest computers initially conceived 
(S) 

The proper sequence should bP 
(a) PQRS (b) SQRP 

(f) RPSQ (4 QreR 

25. while some people live (P) to 
eat and drink and wear (Q) maiw have 
not even enough (R) in luxury (S) 

The correct sequence should be 

(a) PQRS (b) PROS 

(f) PSRQ (d) RSQP 

26. is a painful feeling (P) without 
thus indirect appeal to our self love, (Q) 
the sense of inferiority in others, (R) 
and not an exalting one (S) 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PRSQ (b) RSPQ 

^(c) SRQP (d) RQPS 

27. deserve all honour in society 
(P) in doing their job well (Q) men of 
conscience who take pride (R) 
whatever its nature (S) 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QRPS (/;) PILSQ 

(c) SPQR (d) RQSP 


ANSWERS 


1. (a) 'My brothers-in-law' 

2. (c) close to prayer' 

3. (c) 'the luggage was too heavy 

for a single coolie' 

4. (b) 'who have earned...." 

.'5. (h) 'to take off our shoes" 

6. (c) 'is their colour and their size' 


7. 

(d) 

8. (c) 

9. 

(rf) 

10. 

(fl) 

IL (f) 

12. 


13. 

(a) 

14. (r) 

15. 

h 

(4 

16. 

(«) 

17. (c) 

18. 

19. 

(0 

20. (c) 

21. 

(4 

22. 

(d) 

23. (c) 

24. 

(b) 

25. 

(0 

26. (d) 

27. 

id) 


(The remaining question-answen 
of this paper will be printed in thi 
February '94 issue.} 
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CURRENT AFfAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


♦ PoltAfienmlh ♦ Poll Impact on Reform ^ Part ol Anti-Poverty 
War ♦ Govt's New Strategy In Kashmir ♦ Ladakh Autwicmous 
Council e Plan to Attack Indian CWes ♦ China: Major Challenge 
to Incka ♦ ULFA Campaign tor Sovereign State ♦ St^reme Court 
Clears Pawar ♦ Tatra! Nadu for 69% ReservaVons ♦ Reservations 
in Judiciary e More Castes in dw SC/ST List ♦ Ghi$ing-CPM Ac¬ 
cord ♦ India as Major Spmse Power ♦ 

Poll Aftermath 

New Ministries 

W ITH the completion of the election process in five 
States and the Delhi Union Territory, and reassess¬ 
ment of the relative party strength in each case, hectic 
negotiations between the major parties were carried on for 
several days with a view to wrangling a majority and 
forming the ministries. Except in Himachal Pradesh and 
Delhi, no single party secured an absolute majority in the 
other Shites. This oukome made alignments and wooing 
of small groups and Independents inevitable. The Inde¬ 
pendents, fortunately not as large in number as on some 
previou.s txcasions, naturally had an important role to 
play in enabling one or the other main parties to establish 
a majority, even though a small one, and form a ministry, 
There was much suspense and dram,i in the States where 
the position was far from clear. In at least two States 
.stability i.s still lacking. 

To begin with, Mr Madan Lai Khurana, who was 
elected leader of the BJP in the newly constituted Delhi 
Assembly, was administered the oath of office as Chief 
Minister on December 2. His Cabinet, comprising six min¬ 
isters, was sworn m the next day. 

Himachal Pradesh: Mr Virbhadra Singh was sworn 
in as the Himachal Pradesh C'hief Minister at Shimla on 
December 3 after prolonged talks in both Delhi and Shim- 
la. The other strong candidate for the post was Mr Sukh 
Ram, Union Minister, who was supported by 22 Ml,As. 
The Sukh Ram group abstained from the meeting fixed for 
.selecting the party leader. Since the legislators could not 
make a unanimous choice the choice of the Chief Minister 
. was left to the Prime Minister, Mr Narasimha Rao, who 
chose Mr Virbhadra Singh for the post. There was much 
resentment against the defiant attitude of the Sukh Ram 
group. 

Uttar Pradesh: At Lucknow Mr Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, Samajvadi Party chief, actively supported by w 
Kanshi Ram, leader of the Bahujan Samaj Party, was 
sworn in as Chief Minister on December 4, heading a 
27-member coalition ministry. Actually the new' UP min¬ 


istry is a S.P.-B.S.P. coalition. Earlier, Mr Kalyan Singh, flie 
BJP leader who had staked his daim to form the ministry 
was unable to substantiate his claim that he enjoyed nullity 
support. The Congress, the Janata Dal, theCPi, Ihe CPM, die 
Janata Party, the Uttarkhand Kranti Dal and some Inde¬ 
pendents had informed the Governor in writing, extaiding 
their support to the SP-BSP combine. The new Qiief Minister 
assured the people that his top priority would be to ao* 
celerate the pace of development and strictly adhere to the 
maintenance of peace and harmony, safeguarding the inter¬ 
ests of students, farmers, the weaker sections and the 
minorities. At every step he would be guided and advised 
by Mr Kanshi Ram who would be his mentor. 

In U.P.—for years a Congress stronghold and a State 
that has nurtured several Prime Ministers and senior 
Union Ministers, the Congress fared badly. Several factors 
account for the dismal phenomenon—a fall in parly legis¬ 
lators, strength from 47 to 28. Notable among the causes, 
according to the State Congress President himself, were 
polarisation of the party's traditional vote bank and 
di\ ision of votes on caste line.s. The poll results show that 
"extreme casteism" during electioneering led to a com¬ 
plete vote swing with the Harijans and Muslims, the tradi¬ 
tional vole bank of the Congress in the Slate, voting for the 
SP-BSP combine. 

This extreme casteism had far-reaching implications. 
All party leaders, including the Central V.I.P,s, were 
responsible for the setback. Some Central leaders had 
conceded the party's defeat even before the elections. 
Statements regarding support to the Samajwadi Party 
President, Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, had adversely af¬ 
fected the Congress prospects and led to further polarisa¬ 
tion of the party 's traditional votes. 

Besides, the manner in which tickets were distributed 
by the Central leadership had caused dissension in the 
party rank and file. Even requests made by CLP members 
and the UIHJC were ignored during the finalisation of toe 
parly list. Nepotism in ticket distribution resulted in 
denial of tickets to many candidates whose prospect of 
w'Inning the electioas w'ere bright. This is believed to have 
caused dcmnrali.sation of party workers. 

Rajasthan: In Rajasthan, Mr Bhairon Singh Shek- 
hawat, was invited by the Governor, Mr Bali Ram Bhagat, 
to form toe ministry since the BJP had secured a majority 
of seats and with the support of some other MLAs (10 
Independents out of 21 and at least 2 others) was able to 
form a ministry. Mr Bhagat took the precaution of obtain¬ 
ing written statements from the Independents of support 
to the BJP. The leader of the Congress I^egislature Party, 
Mr Harideo Joshi, and Mr Natou Ram MiiSha (Chairman 
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of the JPC which probed the securities scam) also 
presented their case, but their plea was turned down. Mr 
Shekhawat was sworn in as Chief Minister on December 
4. The BJP thus returned to power in the State within a 
yea : of the dismissal of its ministry. 

As in U.P., no party secured a majority in Rajasthan. 
The State has provided a typical example of a "hung 
legislature". The BJP emergecl as the single largest party. 
Most of the 22 Independents are Congress rebels. The BJP 
had earlier ruled the State for about tiiree years. 

The re.sults brought shocks and surprises in both the 
Congress and the BJP camps. The former Chief Minister, 
Mr Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, lost from Ganganagar 
where he was placed third. He was, however, successful 
in Bali, Pali district. Two former Congress Chief Ministers, 
Mr Jaganpath Pahadia and Mr 1 leeralai Deopura, lost, but 
another former Chief Minister, Mr Harideo Joshi, created 
a record by winning his traditional Baaswara seat for the 
eighth time since 1952. 

The elections did not favour the WlPs either. Wives 
of the two Union ministers lost the elections. Mrs Rama 
Pilot, wife of the Union Minister of Stale for Home, Mr 
Rajesh Pilot, lost from Bansur in Alwar district. She had 
changed her constituency from Hindon. Mrs Yasmin 
Ahmad, wife of the Union Minister of State for Finance, 
Dr Abrar Ahmad, lost in fiawai Madhopur, Mr Arvinder 
Singh Lovely, son of the former Union Home Minister, Mr 
Buta Singh, was defeated in the Revdar constituency in 
Sirohi district. 

All those who had joined the Congress on the eve of 
the elections after switching over from the Janata Dal (D) 
also lo-stthe election. Rebels proved better than the official 
nominees in both the BJP and the Congress camps. 

Most women lose: There was not much enthusia.sm 
for the women candidates in the Stale of princes and 
princesse.s. Only nine of the record number of 94 women 
candidates who contested the Assembly elections could 
make it to the hung House. In the 1990 Assembly election, 
as many as 93 women candidates contested, but only 11 
were successful. This time the Congress-1 had put up 12 
women candidates of whom three won again.sl two in the 
previous Assembly. The BJP had fielded nine women and 
four of them got elected. The party had re-nominated all 
the five women candidates of the dissolved Assembly, of 
whom only three emerged victorious. The fourth success¬ 
ful woman candidate of the BJP is a new face. The BJP 
received a jolt when two of its former Ministers, Ms Push- 
pa Jain (Pali) and Mrs Vidhya Pathak (Sanganer) lust. 

The BJP also fielded Mrs Vasundhara Raje, daughter 
of BJP leader Vijeraje Scindia from Dholpur. Mrs 
Vasundhara, a sitting MP, was defeated by the Congress-1 
candidate by a hansome margin. In the dissolved Assemb¬ 
ly, this seat was held by the then Chief Minister, Mr Shek¬ 
hawat. 

The Congress fielded 12 women candidates including 
Mrs Rama Pilot, wife of the Minister of State for internal 
security, Rajesh Pilot, and Mrs Yasmin Abrar, wife of the 
Minister of State for Finance, Abrar Ahmed. Both the 


privileged women lost the battle. 

Women's problems were once again relegated to a 
back seat in the elections. Very few women were success¬ 
ful at the polls. Even some prominent women candidates 
related to V.l.Ps were rebuffed by the dcctorate. A charter 
of demands was prepared at a meeting of the Joint 
Women's Programme (JWP) in which housing for slum 
dwellers was also emphasised. 

'The demands were taken to all the political parties 
well before October 15, so that they could be included in 
manifestoes. However, no political party was very keat to 
give the JWP much time or to adopt their charter of 
demands. 

The JWP is a voluntary oiganisation working among 
women, children and the weaker sections of the society. It 
organises women at the grassroots level. 

Madhya Pradesh: The Congress was swept back to 
power in Madhya Pradesh after a gap of nearly 45 months. 
The party won 171 seats out of 305. Its traditional rival, the 
BJP, wluch was in power when the Ministry was dis¬ 
missed in mid-December, 1992, in the wake of Ayodhya 
happenings, could secure only 116 seats. The Congress 
improved its po.sition (as compared to the strength in the 
previous Assembly) in four of the five regions of the 
States; however, it fared badly in Bhopal. The BSI’ secun.’d 
11 seats, CPI 2, Independents and others 11. Polling took 
place in 316 out of the total of 320 seats. The elections in 
the four remaining constituencies were deferred on one 
ground or other. 

A notable feature of the result was that Mr Kailash 
Joshi (BJP) was elected for the eighth consecutive ck- 
casion, thus establishing a record. Mr S.C. Shukla, Con¬ 
gress veteran, W'on from the Kajim area for the fifth time. 
Madhya Pradesh Congress President and M.P. w'ascho.sen 
to become the Chief Minister. 

Mizoram: The tiny States of the North-East go 
through much turmoil, both politically and otherwise. 
Stability has been lacking despite the repeated efforts of 
the Centre and the local administrations. For the Congress 
the latest round of elections held at the end of November 
brought g<X)d tidings. The party and its regional electoral 
partner, the Mizoram Janata Dal emerged victorious, win¬ 
ning 24 of the total of 40 seats. A coalition ministry was 
formed with Mr Lalthanhawla as the Chief Minister. The 
Congress, which had 23 seats in the dissolved As.sembly, 
won only 16 seats this time (mostly because of the party 
squabbles) and the MJD got 8. The MJD is not linked with 
the Central JD. The MNF .secured 14 seats, way behind the 
Congress-MJD combine. Independents won 2 .seats. 

Poll Impact on Reforms 

T he Congress victories in the Assembly elections are 
expected to impart a further momentum to the 
economic policy reforms. The opponents of the reforms 
package, notably the BJP, have suffered several reverses. 
The Central Government now feels emboldened to intro- 
d uce the next phase of economic reforms. The thrust of the 
policy measures may now be sharper. Two important 
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decisions are to be shortly implemented; one, reforms of 
the finsncia] sector in die shape of allowing private sector 
banks with foreign collaboration, and, two, comprehen¬ 
sive reforms in die taxation structure. 

Besides, the Government propose amendments to 
the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (PERA) to build 
confidence of the foreign mancia) institutions. They are 
estima ted to bring in $ 5 billion investments in due course. 
That will put India on a strong wicket in its foreign ex¬ 
change reserves. 

Labour market reforms, though urgently needed, 
would take a bit longer. The "exit policy", representing 
policy changes to allow easier closure of sick and unviable 
units, is still fraught with political risks; so the Govern¬ 
ment may go slow. 

Part of Anti-Poverty war 

S tress on another aspect of India's economic reforms 
was laid by a leading economist. He said in a 
monograph released on November 30 that the reforms are 
part of the war against poverty, not an agenda for growth 
in itself, since efficiency and growth remain the most 
important instruments for alleviating poverty. The Chief 
virtue of growth is that it would attack poverty directly by 
creating jobs and indirectly by raising the tax base to 
finance die programmes for aiding the poor. 

lauding the Rao Government for abandoning the 
caution and hesitation that defined the earlier efforts at 
liberalisation, the economist said the Rao Government has 
frontally embraced the philosophy of liberal economic 
reforms. "Reform by storm lias supplanted the reform by 
stealth" of Mrs Gandhi's lime and the "reform with 
reluctance" under Rajiv Gandhi. 

Tracing the root cause of India's poc>r growth record, 
he said extensive bureaucratic controls over production, 
investment, inward looking trade, foreign investment 
policies and a substantial public .sector form the main 
elements of India's policy framework that stifled efficien¬ 
cy and growth until recently. 

Kashmir 

Govt.'s Neiv Strategy 

T he Government of India has drawn up a fresh 
strategy to revive the political process in Kashmir. It is 
felt that the Hazratbal shrine episode may provide an 
opportunity to consolidate the positive elements that have 
emerged from it. 

In an optimistic assessment of the situation. Union 
Home Minister SB. Chavan informed the Parliamentary 
Consultative Committee that as a part of confidence¬ 
building measures, the leaders of the political parties 
would invited to discuss the entire gamut of the prob¬ 
lem wifii an open mind. Political elements and others in 
the State would have to be mobilised and activated and 
sustained pressure maintained on the militants. The 
Government is evaluating the post-Hazratbal situation. 
He called upon all political partis at the national level to 


come togedter in a joint endeavour to resolve the Kashmir 
problem. 

Reiterating that there was no deal in resolving the 
Hazratbal crisis, the Home Minister praised the ex¬ 
emplary restraint shown by the State Government and the 
security forces. The incident had been car^lly planned 
as a desperate measure to create large-scale disorder in the 
Valley and was timed to coincide witii Pakistan's hectic 
efforts to bring the Kashmir problem before the United 
Nations. Considering that there had been large-scale 
destruction of public property, including schools, com¬ 
mercial buildings and bridges, Mr Chavan said efforts 
towards developmental activities would have to be con¬ 
tinued to motivate the people to come into mainstream 
activities and bridge the gap between them and tlie ad¬ 
ministration. 

Compromise hint on Kashmir. Evidently in 
response to US and other countries' pressure. New Delhi 
on December 1 indicated that it was willing to discuss 
with Pakistan some compromise to resolve the Kashmir 
issue. Foreign Secretary' J.N. Dixit stated this in an inter¬ 
view on TV. The Foreign Secretaries of the two countries 
are due to meet early in January fen: discussing the issue. 

During his talks with Mr Shahryar Khan (his Pakis¬ 
tani counterpart) Mr Dixit would have a limited brief, that 
is, to emphasise that "we are willing to reason with them 
to find some compromise to this difficult problem." But he 
has cautioned that unilateral and absolute claims cannot 
be the basis for solving tiie problem. The developments on 
both sides of the Line of Control in the past 40 years and 
more have to be taken into account for seeing where we 
should go. 

Previously, Indian spokesmen had been stating that 
they would not discuss Kashmir with Pakistan at all un¬ 
less the interference in the Slate's affairs and support to 
the militants in the State were stopped. India has now 
been told that Pakistan is willing to discuss this aspect. "If 
that is so", the Indian Foreign S^retary said, "we can take 
the next step for dealing with Kashmir directly." 

Early polls in ] &; K Ruled out: Early elections in 
I & K were again ruled out on November 17, during visit 
to Srinagar by Union Home Minister S.B. Chavan, who 
observed that a "proper atmosphere will have to be 
created before .such a poll can be held". 

Mr Chavan, who went to the Valley to assess the 
situation following the peaceful solution of the Hazraft>al 
crisis, said that earlier assurances regarding holding of 
Assembly elections could not be fulfilled "due to inter¬ 
ference from Pakistan". The latter has "forcibly taken 
people from their homes and sent them back after training 
and equipping them", he said. Local police were deployed 
in strength around the Hazratbal shrine. 

Giving his assessment of the situatiem in the Valley, he 
said that after the shrine episode greater attention would 
have to be paid to it. The defusing of the crisis was a great 
"morale booster" for the State Government and. the 
security forces. This fact should be understood by all 
political parties. 
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He fielf that people at large were disillusioned vsdth 
militancy and wanted normalcy. The situation had shown 
iimnovement but the people were still afraid of the gun. 
"They are not interested in a merger with Pakistan or 
independence", he claimed. His assessment was that the 
people are cooperating with the Army and the para¬ 
military forces. 

Hazratbal siege Ends: A month-long siege of the 
Hazratbal shrine in Srinagar and the intense tensions it 
had caused, following the stand-off between Kashmiri 
militants and the Army, ended peacefully on November 
16 as the militants holed up in the shrine surrendered. 

The militants and hostages, numbering 62 in all, who 
stayed in the shrine for over 33 days gave themselves up 
leaving behind their weapons. Tbe holy relic which was 
kept in the white marble shrine is safe and this has been 
verified by priests. 

Earlier, 15 persons had come out on different dates. 
The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, was satisfied 
that good sense had prevailed on the militants and the 
safety of the shrine "which was our greatest concern has 
been ensured". 

The Army had laid a siege of the shrine on October 15 
night and since then Government's negotiators had con¬ 
ducted several rounds of talks with the militants and 
other concerned parties. 

The militants and hostages came out ffirough routes 
earmarked by the army for their surrender. Soon after they 
were screened by the army and handed over to the State 
police. 

They left behind several weapons, including a rocket 
launcher, three light machine-guns, sophisticated rifles, 
grenades and a communication set. 

Ladakh Autonomous Council 

A provisional solution of ladakh's old problem was 
evolved after prolonged consultation with local 
leaders. The strategic district now has an autonomous 1 lill 
Council. The Ladakh Buddhist Association had carried on 
an agitation in this connection for about four years. 

A violent struggle launched by the Association, a 
socio-religious body, in October, 1989, gave the call to free 
Ladakh from Kashmir and for a Union Territory status. 
The situation could be brouglit under control only after a 
tripartite agreement among the representatives of the 
LBA, the State administration and the Central Govern¬ 
ment was signed at Leh in the presence of the then Union 
Home Minister under which Leh was to have an 
autonomous hill council. The LBA rescinded the demand 
for UT status in favour of an AHC. However, the political 
trouble ih the Valley impeded its implementation. 

The Union Government has satisfied the long-term 
political aspirations of the Ladakhi people. The powers 
invested in the Council will enable them to run their own 
affairs. The Government has prevented a sensitive region 
of J & K from becoming yet another troublesome area. 

However, the Ladakh AHC must draw lessons from 


the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council. It is a challenging task 
for the local leadership and concerted efforts ate needed 
to promote tf»e socio-economic development of ffie region. 
The preservation of its unique sociocultural identity calls 
for close attention, but equally imperative is upholding 
amicable commimal relations for a better Ladakhi future. 

Plan to attack Indian Cities 

1 NTELUGENCE reports show that Pakistan's Inter-Ser¬ 
vices Intelligence might try to create panic in major 
Indian cities by engineering blasts, as it did in Madras and 
Hyderabad some months ago. The ISI was behind the 
blasts. The IST.s attempts to instigate the people to come 
out on the streets ageunst the Government had failed. 
According to the Union Home Minister, this clearly 
showed that they did not support terrorist activities in the 
Valley. 

The Home Minister lamented that while all political 
parties in India were talking about Kashmir, no one was 
ready to work in the Valley. He was prepared to provide 
full protection to anyone who volunteered to work there. 
To promote these efforts, he would be shortly calling a 
meeting of all the major political parties. 

Elaborating on the ISI role at Hazratbal, he said the 
plan was to turn Muslim nations against India. Had any 
untoward event taken place at the shrine, it would have 
taken several years to undo the damage. The authorities 
found there was an attempt to demolish two mosques in 
the vicinity at the height of the crisis. 

China: Major Challenge to 
India 

ESPITE the recent peace agreement signed by India 
and China on the l.ine of .Actual Control, no less a 
person than the Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal S.K. 
Kaul, has expressed fears that the security situation in the 
north is "grim". China, according to his assessment, pt>se.s 
a primary strategic challenge to India in the long term. 
This formidable challenge demands a well-planned 
counter-strategy. China had emerged as the most power¬ 
ful military nation which, with its high rate of economic 
growth and sustained military programme, had drastical¬ 
ly altered, the military balance in Asia. 

"India is thus faced with twin contrasting security 
dilemmas. On the one hand, the probability of an armed 
conflict with China has been reduced in the short term, 
but in the long term, by 2005, the threat (from China) will 
be of a different magnitude altogether." 

In his valedictory address at a seminar on "Challen¬ 
ges to India's national interest in 1995-2010 and Indian 
Response", Air Chief Marshal Kaul pointed to the 
double standards of US foreign policy, the collapse of, 
and betrayal by, Russia, the unabated low-cost proxy 
war by Pakistan, the grim internal security situation 
and the poor quality of the Indian polity. These factors 
have a dangerous bearing on India's national security 
interests. 

The Air Chief strongly advocated India's need for 



4M JANUARY'94 COMPETITION MASTER 



enhancing its conv«\tional militory capabilities while 
simultaneously initiating confidence-building measmes 
with countries in the neighbourhood in order to ensure 
regional stability. Revoking the Pressler Amendment 
would add to the security complkatioas. Therefore, as an 
overall threat perspective, he visualised Pakistan as a 
potent threat in the short term and China as a potential 
strategic challenge in the long term. 

ULFA campaign for 
Sovereign State 

A fter an enforced break, caused mostly by surrender 
of some leaders and dwindling public support as a 
result of extortions, intimidation and murders of innocent 
people, the outlawed United Liberation Front of Asom 
(ULFA) has again emerged on the scene. It is making an 
all-out effort to organise the people to pursue the demand 
for an independent sovereign Slate. There has been a 
notable change in tactics, witli the political wing of this 
outfit being made all-powerful, reducing the military 
wing to a secondary position. 

A newly formed wing will seek to enlist the coopera¬ 
tion of the people. It will seek the cooperation of certain 
political parties, like-minded organisations and others It 
intends to lobby for a secessionist ideology. An image 
building exercise has been planned so as to win public 
goixlwill and remove th<’ impression of ULFA as "a body 
indulging often in lawlessne.ss". 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, ULFA lost public 
support. The well-conducted anti-ULFA drive by the 
security forces—"Operation Bajrang" in 1990 and the 
later "Operation Rhino" caused a mapr setback to this 
organi.salion. It is understood that the actions planned by 
the military wing will be carefully reviewed by a small 
body of moderates who will not readily add names to the 
"hit list". The political wing will also strive to unite dif¬ 
ferent sections of the As.samese people and make the 
secessionist ideology more popular. "Freedom from In¬ 
dian hegemony" is to be the new slogan. Chief Minister 
Saikia admitU'd recently that ULFA was still active in the 
State. 

Supreme Court clears Pawar 

M r Sharad Pawar, Maharashtra Chief Minister, has 
been saved from disqualification and disgrace by 
the Supreme Court which, in a verdict on November 19, 
ruled that he did not commit any electoral malpractice by 
making certain speeches during the election campaign of 
the Congress candidate from Adhmednagar parliamen¬ 
tary constituency over two years ago. The court held, 
however, that such utterances "do not measure up to the 
desired level of electioneering". 

By a unanimous verdict, a three-judge bench upheld 
the judgement of the Bombay High Court (Aurangabad 
bench) by which the elected Congress Candida te, Mr Yash- 
wantrao Kankanrao Gadakh, had been unseated and the 
defeated opposition candidate Mr Balasaheb Vikhe Patil 
declared elected to the Lok Sabha. The High Court also 


named Mr Pawar for committing etectoral cmnipt prac¬ 
tice under Section 123 (4) of die Representation of tie 
People Act along with Mr Gadakh. 

The much-awaited judgement has saved Mr Pawar 
and Mr Gadakh from facing proceedings before the Elec¬ 
tion Commission under Se^on 99 of the RP Act for their 
disqualification from holding any public office for six 
years. Mr Pawar was the Defence Minister and was later 
elected to the Legislative Council. Mr Pawar and Mr 
Gadakh had, inter alia, stated at public meetings that Mr 
Vikhe Patil was to spend Rs 3 crote for his election; he had 
paid Rs 50 lakh to the Janata Dal, another Rs 20 lakh to die 
jD candidate to leave die seat for him. The opposition 
candidate was to distribute sarees, dhoties and liquor 
amtmg the voters to woo them and "voters must take 
these but vote for the Congress". The court observed that 
the propositions made by the couasel are wide even in the 
existing political climate unless the election law leads to 
the inevitable conclusion exposing "a hiatus in the legis¬ 
lative effort to achieve the avowed object of purity of 
elections". 

Tamil Nadu for 69% 
Reservations 

N grounds of special requirements and urusual 
factors prevailing in Tamil Nadu the State Govern¬ 
ment insists on providing for 69'’/i. reservation in ser¬ 
vices. In November, the Tamil Nadu Assembly adopted 
a unanimous resolution urging the Centre to make the 
necessary amendment to the Constitution to ensure the 
continuation of the existing 69 per cent reservation in 
government jobs and educational institutions in the 
State. 

The resolution came in the wake of the Supreme 
Court's interim order on a private petition that the 
rescr\'ations to educational institutions should not ex¬ 
ceed 50 per cent. The petitioner had also filed a con¬ 
tempt petition in the Supreme Court, saying that 
admissions this year were made on the basis of ^ per 
cent reservations. 

Moving the re.solution at a .special session of the 
Assembly, the Chief Minister Ms Jayalalitha, said that 
the quantum of reservations had always been increased 
and never decreased. Stating that the State Government 
respected the judiciary and would continue to do so, 
she said the only way to ensure the continuation of the 
69 per cent reservation was to make appropriate chan¬ 
ges in the Constitution. She asserted that in a 
democracy, neither the Constitution nor the Govern¬ 
ment was supreme. It is the people who are supreme 
and they have the right to change the Constitution, 
partially or completely. 

The DMK President, Mr M. Kamnanidlu, stated that 
his party would support the State bandh call. The DMK 
would also launch a separate campaign over the issue. 
The opposition leader, Mr S.R. Balasubramaniam, said the 
Constitution does not state that the quantum of reserva¬ 
tion should not exceed 50 per <tent. 
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Reservations in judiciary 

T he Bihar Chief Minister, Mr Laloo TVasad Yadav, an¬ 
nounced 50 per cent reservation for the backward 
cornnuinities in the judicial services to ensure justice for 
the oppressed and downtrodden of the society. 

The backward people would also be given reservation 
in the medical and engineering institutions in order to 
improve their social status. Mr Yadav was committed to 
social justice for the oppressed and downtrodden and 
with this objective 30 per cent of the seats have been 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
in the panchayat elections. 

Criticising the "creamy layer" concept in the reserva¬ 
tion policy, Mr Yadav alleged that it was a conspiracy to 
weaken the backwards. However, the hght against it 
would continue. The Chief Minister demanded reserva¬ 
tion for the backwards in the Assembly and parliamentary 
constituencies on the basis of their population, on the lines 
of the SC and ST reservations. 

More castes in the SC/ST List 

A lthough a large number of castes have already 
been included in the list of backward sections to make 
ttiem entitled to benefits from reservations, additions are 
expected to be made to meet the growing demand. 

The Central Government has set up a committee to 
consider the inclusion of some castes and tribes in the list. 
This was disclosed by the Union Welfare Minister, Mr 
Sitaram Kesari, while addressing the Consultative Com¬ 
mittee meeting of his ministry on November 30. The 
Government's intention is that the inclusion of new castes 
and tribes in the existing SC/ST list should not encroach 
upon the facility already provided to other SC/STs. The 
Government is evaluating every possible option in this 
regard. 

The Welfare Minister has requested every State 
Government which had not yet drawn their list of OBCs, 
to prepare the list at the earliest, so that the OBCs could 
gel the benefit of reservations in the services of the Union. 
In continuation of its amendment dated September 8, 
1993, which provided for 27 per cent reservations for 
OBCs in civil posts and services under the Government of 
India, a notice has been issued to prescribe the procedure 
for fulfilling these reservations. 

Ghising-CPM Accord 

F ollowing an enhancement of Mr Subhas Ghising's 
status and the climb-down by the West Bengal's CPM 
Government, an agreement has been reached over the 
Gorkha Hill Council elections. The stage is set for an¬ 
nouncing the date. 

An ordinance for this purpose was signed by the 
Governor, Mr Raghunath Reddy, on Nov 26, u.shering in 
a new stage in the relations between the Autonomous Hill 
Council and the West Bengal Government. Now the Mar¬ 
xist Government is assisting the process of separation of 
the hill areas from‘the rest of the State by promoting 


greater autonomy of the Darjeeling Council. 

The ordinance provides for a reduction in the role of 
the State Government in supervising tiie work of the Hill 
Council and an extension of the pov\ ers of the Council and 
its Chairman. It also enhances the «itatus of the Chairman 
and powers of the Council which will have greater 
responsibility for development activities. 

The relevant notification ends almost three years of 
confrontation between the Gorkha National Liberation 
Front leader, Mr Ghising, and the State Government. Mr 
Ghising realised two years after the first elections to the 
DGHC that the existing Act was defective and his position 
was nothing more dian a glorified panchayat leader. The 
State Government retain^ the right to meddle in the 
affairs of the Council by nominating 14 members to the 
42-member body. While the State government has partial¬ 
ly relinquished its right of nomination, it still retains con¬ 
siderable clout in indirectly intervening in the affairs of 
the Council. 

Mr Ghising's status has been upgraded to a full- 
fledged Cabinet Minister with all the attendant pomp. The 
Chairman will now be sworn in by the Governor. The 
Chairman will submit his resignation to the Chief Mini- 
.ster, making the DC^HC boss virtually a member of the 
State Government. The Council elections do n«>t come 
under the purview of the Election Commi.s.sion. 

India as Major Space Power 

T he stage is now set for India to emerge as a major 
space power. According to the Chairman of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation and the Space Commission, 
Prof U.R. Rao, ISRO had betm able to identify the fault that 
luid led to the failure of the PSLV launch on September 20. 
He felt the experience gained from the launch would help 
the country to emerge as a major space power soon. 

Additional heat generated from the retro-engine, 
used for the separation of the second stage of the rocket 
from the third stage, is believed to have caused the rocket 
to undershoot its path, thereby deviating from its course. 
PSLV development flights would continue according to 
schedule. 

The ISRO is working on the GSLV programme which 
would enable the country to launch 2.5 tonne lNSAT-2 
class of satellites into a geo-stationary orbit. The ISRO had 
asked for an allocation of Rs 3,600 crore from the Centre 
for a five-year period upto 1997 to sustain the tempo of the 
space technology development. 

The development of the GSLV programme depended 
largely on the availability of cryogenic engines. Even if the 
Russian firm, Glavkosmos, refused to part with the tech¬ 
nology and engines under U.S. pressure, ISRO was confi¬ 
dent of manufacturing the cryogenic engines by 1998. It 
had already started developing testing facilities for the 
manufacture of the engines. He could not say wheths* the 
Russians would agree to the transfer of technology or not. 

On the U.S. embargo on ISRO, Prof Rao said that no 
matter what embargo was imposed on ISRO, it would 
continue with the development of space technology as the 
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countiy's self-fiance depended on it High technolo^ 
had now become the currency of power poutics. The U.S. 
stands for free enterprise but in matters liice space technol¬ 
ogy "it is free for them and no enterprise for others". Some 
countries have been trying to establish a monopoly in 
space technology which was not acceptable. Already, 
India is finding it difficult to arrange for the launching of 
its satellites because the "one-sided agreements" were 
delaying tine country's programmes. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

4 U.S.A.: Pro-Pak W Age^ 4 More US aid to Ismel ^ Terrorists' 
Threats to U.S. 4 Yugoslavia: Help sought on Sanctions 4 iVar 
Threat Qrowing In Koreas 4 Dictatorship in Nigeria 4 Worst Battle 
ol Sri Lanka 4 Sorrvriia: U.N. Estends hAandata 4 UN Embargo 
Against Iraq 4 S. Africa: Move for “White State’ 4 Le^ri: New 
President of Pakistan 4 

U.S.A.: Pro-Pak Tilt Again 

I N an apparent move to assist Pakistan's new mini.slry 
headed by Ms Benazir Bhutto, the Clinton administra¬ 
tion indicated on November 25 its intention to withdraw 
the Pressler amendment under which the U5. stopped, in 
October 1990. further economic and military aid to Is¬ 
lamabad. The UiS. President had not certified that Pakis¬ 
tan did not possess a nuclear device. Pakistan had 
declined to halt its nuclear programme and was in fact 
going ahead with it. 

A State Department spokesman explained that, 
with Pakistan and India possessing nuclear weapons or 
the ability to assemble them at short notice, the Pressler 
law no longer "serves US non-proliferation objectives 
in South Asia". The U.S. feels concerned about the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, especial¬ 
ly in a volatile region such as South Asia. "Our effort 
has been to cap, reduce and eliminate weapons of mass 
destruction and ballistic missile weapons systems from 
South Asia." 

The U.S.A.'s revised stand came as a shock to 
India because Mr Bush and the Clinton administra¬ 
tion have several times, in testimony before Congres¬ 
sional-committees, hinted that Pressler had checked 
nuclear proliferation. Five days earlier, a U.S. aid 
official said at a press conference that the US had to 
cut off aid to Pakistan under Pressler because Pakis¬ 
tan "chose to build nuclear weapons instead of caring 
for the people". The latest statement is taken by 
analysts as an indication of the Clinton 
administration's decision to resume aid to Pakistan 
and to use the Pakistani po.ssession of nuclear 
.weapons as a lever to try to force India to go non¬ 
nuclear and abandon its missile projects. 

In Islamabad, Ms Benazir Bhutto vehemently denied 
reports about Pakistan's decision to roll back the country's 
nuctear programme and asserted that "tihe question simp¬ 
ly does not arise". She described the nuclear plan as a 
"vital security interest of Pakistan" and added ^at all the 
rumours about the capping or rolling back of the 
programme are unfounded and baseless. 


Ms Bhutto said contrary to Pakistan's ccxnsistent ef¬ 
forts to achieve regional nuclear non-proliferation, India 
had always negatively responded to the proposals floated 
by her, Mr Nawaz Sharif's Government or the Caretaker 
Government. 

More US aid to Israel 

P RESIDENT Bill Clinton assured the Israeli Prime Min- 
siter Mr Yitzhak Rabin in November that the U.S. will 
continue full economic and military support for Israel as 
part of the effort to promote West Asia peace. Mr Rabin 
demanded that the Palestine Liberation (Organisation con¬ 
demn the recent murder of an Israeli by Arabs. Despite the 
killing of the Jewish settler, Mr Rabin felt sure that "we 
and the Palestinians have passed the point of no return in 
our efforts to implement the agreement". 

Mr Clinton who called an Tsrael-Syrian peace acccn-d 
the next essential step, .said he would assure that 
economic aid to Israel continues at current levels. He also 
renewed U.S. calls for an end to the Arab economic 
boycott against Israel and reaffirmed America's "pledge 
to maintain and enhance Israel's qualitative security 
edge". 

Mr Clinton also pledged to work with Congress to use 
loan guarantees and "other forms of assistance to Israel to 
help Israel defray the cost of peace". l.ast year the U.S. 
authorised $ 10 billion in loan guarantees to help Israel 
resettle Russian Jewish immigrants. 

Welcoming the substantial common agenda con¬ 
cluded with Jordan, he said further cffc>rts would serv'e as 
the basis for a major development on the road to the 
"treaty of peace". He also looked forward to .success in the 
negotiations with Syria and Lebanon. 

Terrorists' Threats to US 

HE U S. is taking special measures and undertaking 
studies to meet the threat of international terrorism to 
the country. New international developments that are of 
concern to US agencies, the "Washington Post" reported 
in November, are the emergence of Islamic fundamen¬ 
talist groups in Egypt and elsewhere and the violent con¬ 
frontations in the Balkans, Haiti and Somalia, where the 
US rc»le has been questioned. 

The Energy Department has disclosed that since 1975 
it has had a unit with a budget of $ 25 million a year, 
consisting of a group of nuclear weapons experts who can 
be despatched to help and render harmless any radio-ac¬ 
tive device planted, or claimed to have been planted, by 
terrorists. 

Previously, the US had viewed terrorism as affecting 
mainly areas like northern Ireland, Punjab and Kashmir. 
Early m 1993 the bomb set off at the World Trade Centre 
by followers of an Islamic fundamentalist group and dis¬ 
covery of a plot by merrUjers of the .same group to blow up 
the UN, a FBI building and two road tunnels arid kill a US 
Senator sent a wake-up call to the aintot\,administration 
that the US is as vulnerable to terrorism as any other 
country. 
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Experts have indicated that the threat of terrorism 
widtin the US appears to be higher than during the Cold 
War. "As the sole remaining super-power, frften taking on 
a peace maker's role, the US is likely to generate hostilities 
abroad and become a target." The Defence Department 
will play a major role in countering terrorism and sup¬ 
plementing the activities of the State Department, I'Bl, 
CIA and other agencies in keeping track of terrorists 
around the world. 

Yugoslavia 

Help sought on sanctions 

S INCE the Bosnia crisis is nearing an end, Yugoslavian 
spokesmen have been seeking non-aligned countries' 
assistance in getting the UN sanctions against it lifted. In 
an exclusive interview in New Delhi on Nov 26, the 
Yugoslav Foreign Minister, Mr Jovanovic, stated that 
India could play an important role in this matter. He 
supported India's stand on the Kashmir issue and said: 
"We have suffered and continue to suffer from the same 
kind of separatist activities with support from outside." 
He was of the view that Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Malaysia - 
and Sudan wanted the Bosnian crisis to foster as this 
would help in continuing economic sanctions against his 
country. The sanctions against his country were "unjust 
and counter productive" as the Serbs were not involved 
in fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Critical of the role played by the non-aligned move¬ 
ment in dealing with the Bosnian crisis, he said NAM 
should welcome back Yugoslavia as a full-fledged mem¬ 
ber. "NAM is not committed to the UN regarding mem¬ 
bership of the movement", he emphasised. 

War Threat Growing in 
Koreas 

A CCORDING to the Commander of U.S. forces in the 
Pacific, the risk of war on the Korean peninsula is now 
greater because of North Korea's refusal to comply with 
international nuclear .safeguards. But the U.S. dignitarie.s 
feel sure South Korea will win if a conflict occurs. In 
addition to 170 mm artillery and multiple launch riKkel 
systems, deployed along the border, the South Korea capi¬ 
tal of Seoul, only 65 km away, would face the threat of 
North Korean Scud missiles if war broke out. "A war 
between North and South Korea would be very costly in 
the way of human lives and we certainly want to avoid 
that", Admn Larson said. "However, let me be very clear, 
the South would win." 

President Clinton stated in November that 
Washington would consider a North Korean attack on 
South Korea equivalent to a strike at the United States. On 
December 1, North Korea accused the U.S. of stepping up 
aerial surveillance of its territory as part of war prepara¬ 
tions. The last Korean War ended in 1953. 

Dictatorship in Nigeria 

T he tender plant of democracy in Nigeria has been 
rashly smashed by the new military leader, Gen Sani 


Abacha, who has tightened his grip on powers batmed tihe 
country's two political parties and dissolved all elected 
bcxlies in the most dramatic political change in the State 
in a decade. Gen Abacha announced Ihe setting up of a 
provisional ruling council headed by him to run the 
country. The country's highest serving military officer, 
who took over as Head of State and Commander-in-Chief 
of the armed forces, also banned all political meetings and 
associations with immediate effect. 

Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, has been 
ruled by the armed forces for 23 years since it gained 
independence from Britain 33 years ago. The interim na¬ 
tional government, set up after Gen Ibrahim Babangida, 

a ed down in August. The National and Slate As¬ 
hes, the State Executive Councils and all local 
governments as well as the National Election Commission 
had been dissolved. 

The political parties were di.ssolved. All processions, 
political meetings and associations of any type in any part 
of the country were banned. 

Worst Battle of Sri Lanka 

T he island of Sri Ijinka has tven in the throes of a 
bloixly civil war again. On November 21 Air Force 
bombers stepped up attacks on Tamil guerrillas who over¬ 
ran a military t>utpo.sl in northern areas in the worst battle 
in a diTade-long civil war. "We w.ini to kr<*p up a con¬ 
tinuous onslaught on the lorrorisib (rebeisV, a senior 
military official stated. 

LTTE had killed 1,000 sokbers and sailors and lo.st4]l 
of their own fighters in a major battle in the third week of 
November Defence officials said (>37 soldiers and sailors 
had been killed or were missing in the battle for the 
Pooneryn base on the edge of a Itigoon .separating the 
rebels' Jaffna penin.sula stronghold and the mainland 

The Tigers said in a statement that they had captured 
five navy boats, two battle tanks and infantry weapons 
during a raid. The army had launched an inquiry into the 
attack to find out what went wning. 

Somalia 

U.N. Extettds Mandate 

T he U.N.-U-S. tussle in Somalia continues. The 
Security Council extended the mandate of UN force.s 
in Somalia and warned factions in the East African nation 
that they must cooperate in building a functioning 
government. The original UN mandate for the force ex¬ 
pired and the resolution extending it to May 31,1994, was 
adopted unanimously. "The Somali people must show the 
will and the courage to bring about national 
reconciliation", the US ambassador told the Security 
Council "But if they cannot work together to scJve theiV 
own problems, they cannot expect the UN to do it for 
them." 

The U.S., the backbone f'f the 26,000-member UN 
force in Somalia, plans to withdraw its soldiers by March 
31 and has demanded that steps be taken to create an 
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effective government in Somalia. France, Belgium and 
Sweden are also planning to pull out their forces. 

The resolution warned Somali movements and fac¬ 
tions that continued UN involvement in Somalia depends 
on their "active cooperation and tangible progress 
towards a politica! settlement". 

It also emphasised ti»e crucial impratance of "effective 
disarmament" and called for the immediate establishment of 
local governing councils and regional pdice forces. 

UN Embargo Against Iraq 

T he UN in the third week of November, extended its 
three-year old trade and oil embargo against Iraq on 
the ground that Baghdad still refused to fully cooperate 
with the world body. The sanctions were first imposed 
after Iraq's August, 1990, invasion of Kuwait and are 
reviewed every two months. The fresh review came amid 
reports that Iraq has used chemical weapons against 
Shiite rebels in tfte southern marshes of Iraq. A UN team 
was despatched to the area to interview people claiming 
to have witnessed such an attack. Iraq has denied it used 
chemical weapons. The Security Council has repeatedly 
accused Iraq of not fully cooperating on other issues stipu¬ 
lated in the 1991 Gulf w'ar ceasefire, including long-term 
weapons monitoring and accepting a redrawn Iraq- 
Kuwait border. 

The US ambassador told the Security Council that 
Iraqi moves to cooperate with the UN were a mere 
smokescreen. "Simply put, Iraq continues to cheat, only 
the tactics have changed." After Iraq invaded Kuwait, 
trade and oil embargoes were imposed in an effort to force 
Iraqi troops to withdraw'. 

S. Africa 

Move for "'White State" 

A S a result of the secessionist threats by the African 
National Congress and a split among the leaders, a 
move is afoot for forming a new entity in &3uth Africa —& 
fascist State. The African National Congress leader, Mr 
Nelson Mandela, cautioned on Nov 30 that an anti-fascist 
front may be necessary if the ANC foes continue witi\ 
threats to secede. Pro-apartheid leaders announced plans 
to prepare for setting up a State within present-day ^uth 
Africa for white Afril^ners. The Government and the 
ANC, the leading organisation for the country's black 
majority, firmly oppose any division of South Africa into 
regions based on race or ethnicity. 

Speaking in Cape Town, Mr Mandela criticised the 
freedom alliance, a ^up of conservative black and white 
parties that oppose ANC rule and have threatened to 
destabilise progress in negotiations on reform. Various 
groups in the alliance, ranging from the Zulu-based In- 
katha Freedom Party to the white, pro-apartheid 
Afrikaner Volksfront, say separate States for their fol¬ 
lowers are the only way to prevent a civil war 

President F.W. De Klerk stated that the Government 
would act against anyone breaking the law and ttiat form¬ 


ing political fronts would be unnecessary. 

Mr Mandela participated in a summit of leaders of 
black politica] parties aimed at ending political violence. 
They planned to tour black townships around Johannes¬ 
burg, where hundreds of blacks have died in clashes 
blamed mostly on the ANC Inkatha battle for power. 

Leaders of tiie Afrikaner Volksfront, an umbrella or¬ 
ganisation of right-wing whites, announced their plan to 
hold a vote on forming a sovereign State, free of political 
links with the South African Government. The ANC is 
expected to win the nation's first multi-racial election due 
on April 27 and take power under a constitution 
negotiated with the Government and other «oups. The 
Afrikaner Volksfront and some conservative black leaders 
have rejected the plans which, they say, will bring ANC 
domination and civil war. 

Pakistan 

Leghari: New President 

M S Benazir Bhutto won another notable victory in 
November by getting Sardar Farooq Ahmed Le^tiari 
elected as Pakistan's ninth President. Several senior op- 

[ losition deputies, including Mr Wasim Sajjad whom Mr 
^ghari defeated by a wide margin, attended the swear¬ 
ing in. "He is the best President Pakistan could have and 
today the supremac)' of parliament has been established", 
Ms Bhutto said after the election. She termed Mr Leman's 
convincing victory "a significant turning point in the his¬ 
tory of the country". 

The 53-year old chief of the Leghari tribe in southern 
Punjab got 274 votes against 168 polled by Mr Sajjad who 
took over as acting President on July 18 after Mr Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan’s resignation. One vote each was cast for the 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) leader, Nawabzada 
Nasruliah Khan and Mr Iftikhar Gilani of the FML 
(Nawaz) and two for the Jamhoori Watan Party (JWP) 
chief, Mr Akbar Bugti. 

Brimming with joy, Ms Bhutto reiterated her 
Government's resolve to do away with the controversial 
Eighth Amendment despite her party candidate's election 
to the high office. 

The controversial amendment vests in the President 
the power to dissolve the National Assembly. Mr 
Leghari's predecessor, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, who was 
also a candidate this time but later withdrew from the 
contest, had twice used tire power, in 1990 against Ms 
Benazir and three years later against Mr Nawaz Sharif. He 
has assured that he will strictly adhere to the Constitutioiv 
ai provisions and not allow his residence to become a 
centre of conspiracies. 

Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 11 
Ams-s; 1. Fjord 3. Beach 6. Nadir 8. Neap 11. Sheet 
13. Col 14. Fold 15. Gulf 16. Reg 18. Lava 
19.EptKh20.Red 

Dawn: 1. Fauna 2. Ravi 3. Bar 4. Alps 5. Hail 7. Reef 
9. Atoll 10. Core 12. Halo 15. Gale 16. Rand 
17. Grit. 
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___ CURRENT AFFAIRS -- 

Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation. 

NAFTA: North American Free 
Ttade Area. 

SWIFT: Society for Worldwide 
Inter-bank Funds Transfer. 

VABAL: Value-Based Advance 
Licensing Scheme. 

AVIATION 

Hansa takes to the skies 

new landmark was set in the In¬ 
dian aviation history when, on 
November 23, 1993, Hansa, the new 
light aircraft developed by the Na¬ 
tional Aerospace Laboratories 
(NAL), undertook its inaugural 
flight. 

The aircraft is the first to be 
developed by a government 
laboratory with the help of private 
funding. It is also the first Indian 
aircraft to be made from composites 
and the first to be entirely concep¬ 
tualised, designed and manufacture 
within the country. 

Hansa will go into production in 
1994 at the Bangalore headquarters of 
Taneja Aerospace and Aviation 
Limited, which contributed about Rs 
60 lakh for its development. The 
remaining Rs one crore was footed by 
NAL. 

Hansa can be operated with min¬ 
imum maintenance. With a four-hour 
endurance, it is good for cross¬ 
country flying. It is best suited for 
basic flying training, sport and hobby 
flying. It can also be used for surx'eil- 
lance, aerial photography and en¬ 
vironment monitoring. 

India and Russia agree to design, 
produce LTA 

HE National Aerospace 
Labora>tories (NAL) and the 
Myasischev Design Bureau (MDB) of 
Russia have signed an agreement to 


jointly design and produce a 9-14 
seater Light Transport Aircraft (LTA). 
The first flight of the prototype is ex¬ 
pected in 1995-96. 

While MDB will be working on 
the fuselage and avionics, the respon¬ 
sibility to design the wings and tails 
will be of NAL. Canadian Pratt-whit- 
ney PT-6A-66 engines will be used. 

AWARDS 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1993 
HE Indira" Gandhi Award for 
Peace, Disarmament and 
Development, for 1993, has been 
given to Mr Vaclav Havel, the Presi¬ 
dent of the Czech republic. He is the 
eighth recipient of the award. 

The award carries a :ash prize of 
Rs 25 lakh and a moniento. 

Kalinga prize, 1993 

65-year-old Piero Angela of Italy 
has won the 1993 Kalinga prize for 
Science Popularisation. He is a jour¬ 
nalist, author and writer for 
television. He has made more than 51 
hour documentaries, contributes 
science articles to newspapers and 
has published numerous books 


popularising science. 

The Kalinga prize is .sponsored 
by UNESCO and carries a cash prize 
of 1,000 pounds sterling. 

UNESCO Science Prizes: Be¬ 
sides the Kalinga Prize UNESCO also 
gave four otiier science prizes. These 
were: 

UNESCO science prize for ap¬ 
plying science to the development 
of region: Octavio Augusto Novaro 
of Mexico. 

Carlos J. Finlay prize: James 
Michael lynch of UK, James Hedie of 
USA and Johannes Antonie Van Veen 
of the Netherlands share this award. 

Javed Husain Prize for young 
scientists: Paul Derek Beer of UK. 

Sultan Qaboos prize for out¬ 
standing contribution in the field of 
environment: Jan Jenik of the Czech 
republic. 

Tansen Samman, 1993 

STAD Zia Pariduddin Dagar and 
Pandit S.C.R. Bhathave been joint¬ 
ly given the 1993 Tansen Samman by 
the government t)f Madhya Pradesh. 
Both will bt! awarded Rs 50,000 each in 


The Jargon from GATT 

GATT: The General Agreements on Tari ffs and Trade, although critics 
describe it as the general agreement to talk and talk. 

URUGUAY ROUND: The current set of talks aimed at cutting bar¬ 
riers to exports. 

TARIFFICATION: Refers to the plan to completely end import bans 
on farm products, replacing them with customs tariffs. National pride and 
the national dish is at stake in Japan and South Korea, which are fitting 
to keep their prohibitions on rice imports. 

ANTI-DUMPING DUTIES: A tax to stop other countries selling 
goods abroad for less money than the price at home. 

MULTI-FIBRE ARRANGEMENT: A system of quotas to limit the 
import of textiles from poor countries to rich ones. GATT wants to phase 
this out. 

MULTILATERAL TRADE ORGANISATION (MTO): A bigger, bet¬ 
ter, bolder GATT to implement the Uruguay Round. 
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ca^ and plaques of honour. 

DEFENCE 

12th launch of Pritiivi 

FTE medium-range surface-to- 
surface missile, Pritkoi, was suc¬ 
cessfully test launched cm Novendjer 
30,1993. TTiis was ttie 12th test-fire of 
Prithvi. It was first test-fired in 1988. 

Powered by a liquid propellant, 
Prithvi is one among the five missiles 
being developed under the In¬ 
tegrated Guided Missile Develop 
ment Programme (IGMDP). The 
missile is now being produced at 
Bharat Dynamic Limited, 
Hyderabad. 

Prithvi is equipped with latest 
onboard computers as well as ad¬ 
vanced inertia navigation system. 

'Nashak' floated out of Mazagon 
Docks 

HE third missile boat in a series of 
fast and sophisticated warships 
being built by the Mazagon Docks 
Limited, Bombay, Na^iak, was 
floated out on November 12, 1993 
and would join die Indian Navy by 
1994 end. 

This Russian-design boat lias been built 
with a kiw alloy special steeL It will indude 
an advanced weapon package d sutfeaMo- 
surfaceand .surfeKie-k>air missiles. 

The earlier two missile boats, INS 
Vibhuti and INS Vipul had joined the 
Indian Navy in 1991 and 1992, 
respectively. 

Vizag to be top submarine yard 
ITH facilities to cater to the hull 
and other repairs of nuclear 
submarines, in the coming years the 
naval dockyard at Vishakhapatnam, 
would play the role of the foremost 
yard in submarine construction and 
fitting out. 

Modern facilities, envisaged in 
the master plan, are progressively 
nearing completion and would 
efnablejhe dockyard to handle repair 
and logistic support of the eastern 
fleet more efficiently. 

The dockyard, which provides 
engineering support ashore, is in¬ 
volved in the application, develop 
ment and repair technology of .steam 
and gas tumiiies, 1C engine, naval 


hull forms and marine fouling and 
constructicxn. 

INS Chakra, the Soviet nuclear 
submarine taken on lease by India a 
few years back, had underwent hull 
repairs at Vishakhapatnanv. 

Advanced prefects such as con¬ 
trol engineering, rockefiy, ultrasonics 
and computer systems also come 
under Ihe ambit of the dockyard. It 
also has the largest dry dock in Asia. 
Dry docking facilities enable the 
dockyard to carry on maintenance 
and repair work throughout the year. 

EXPEDITIONS 

13th Antarctica expedition 

59-member Indian expedition to 
Antarctica set sail on December 
5,199.3, from Goa, in the Russian ship 
MV Vitus Bering. TTiis was the 13m 
expedition to visit Antarctica and 
comprised of .scientists from difierent 
research organisations, besides per¬ 
sonnel from the Indian Army and 
Navy. 

One group, consisting of 34 
people, will stay at the black and cold 
continent tiU March 1994, while the 
others will stay on to conduct studies 
till March 1995. 

PERSONS 

Havel, Vaclav 

RESIDENT of the Czech republic, 
he is the winner of the 1993 Indira 
Gandhi Peace Prize. He is also a 
renowned playwright and poet. 

In 1989 he became the first ncm- 
communist President of Czechos- 
lavakia. After the break-up of 
Czechoslovakia in 1993, he was 
elected as the first President of the 
Czech republic. 

Levari, Farooq Ahmed 

£ has been elected as the Presi¬ 
dent of Pakistan. A big 
landlord from the southern part of 
Punjab, he is the chief of a large 
Baluch clan. 

53-year-old Mr Leghari is a prac¬ 
tising Sunni Muslim and is widely 
respected as a moderate politician 
with a cool temperament and dean 
record. 

He was educated at Oxford. He 
began his political career by joining 


Pakistan People's Party (PPP) in 1973 . 
when Mr Z.A. Kiutto was die Prime 
Minister. He was first elected to die 
Parliament in 1975. 

Tata,J.R.D. 

CfCNOWLEDGEb as the doyen 
of Indian business, Mr Jehangir 
Ratanji Dadabhoy Tata died on 
November 29,1993. He headed dieRs 
14,000 crore business empire of 
TATAs. 

He was instrumental in putting 
India on the civil aviation map erf 
India. On October 15, 1932 die first 
flight of Indian civil aviation was 
flown by him from Bombay to 
Karadii and back. He was also ihe 
founder of Air India. Mr Tata 
remained its chairman for 25 years, 
till 1978. 

In 1992 official recognition for his 
piemeering work was given by the 
government by honouring him with 
Bharat Ratna, India's highest dvilian 
award. 

PROJECTS 

Project Iridium 

T is perhaps the world's largest 
private aerospace initiative to pro¬ 
vide high quality, hand-held wireless 
services to subscribers, via a constel¬ 
lation of sixty six satellites. These 
satellites will be put into a Low Earth 
Orbit, using Russian launch facilities. 
The project is expected to become 
operaticmal in 1998. 

Leading communication and in¬ 
formation technology firms in the 
USA, Japan and Italy are participat¬ 
ing in the project. 

India is also planning to join the 
project. India will own and operate 
the Indian gateway (earth station), 
deriving revenue from subscribers 
in its territory. In addition, revenue 
will be generated from service 
provisions and long-distance traf¬ 
fic. 

Subscribers in remote or densely- 
populated regions would use pocket- 
size hand-held Iridium subscriber 
units, transmitting thremgh digital 
facilities to communicate with ai^ 
telephcme in foe world. Unlike con¬ 
ventional telecommunications net¬ 
works, the satellite-based system will 
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track (he location of the telephone 
handset and providing global trans¬ 
missions even if the destination loca¬ 
tion is unknown. 

R&njlt Sagar Dam project 

T he first stage of construction of 
tile Ranjit Sagar Dam on river Ravi 
in Punjab tes b^n completed. The Rs 
2^22 crore project is expected to be 
completed in 1997. The project en¬ 
visages construction of 600 m high 
dam with a massive spillway, the big¬ 
gest for the only rock-till dam in India. 

Kallada hydro-electric project 

B harat Heavy Electricals 

Limited (BHEL) has commis¬ 
sioned the first unit of the KaiJada 
project in Kerala. Located on the 
oanks of river Kallada, about 75 km 
north-east of ITiiruvananthapuram, 
the 15 MW capacity project will have 
two units of 7.5 MW each. 

For the first time, BHEL has sup¬ 
plied remote supervisory control 
equipment which would enable the 
power station to have unmanned 
operation. The power station would 
be operated from Edamon substa¬ 
tion, 10 km away. 

RESEARCH 

Drilling deepest hole to 
understand quakes 

S CIENTIS're in Germany are drill¬ 
ing the world's deepest hole, for a 
journey to the centre of the earth, that 
may help them understand the origin 
of earthquakes. 

Germany's Continental Deep 
Drilling Programme is well on its way, 
with its main borehole reaching a 
depth of more than 7,200 metres, the 
deepest level ever reached till date. 

Drilling through crystalline rock- 
ey subsoil of western and central 
Europe, they have now reached an 
interesting zone, called "the 
Frankonian Line", where two con¬ 
tinental blocks are pitted against each 
other. This offers them the world's 
most unique opportunity to examine 
the dislocation of the earth's crust, 
which had been discovered only in¬ 
directly by geophysical methods. 

BARC making strides in robotics 

T he Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), Bombay, is 


making rapid strides in providing Hons, monitoring of tropical rain 
robotic and automation support in a forest and snow melt studies and soil 

range of activities involving rad ioac- moisture study, 

tive material. Xhe possibility of including each 

The basic thrust of the research is other's payloads in ESA and ISRO 
on indigenous capability and self- satellites will also be explored. 
sufBciency at the component, sub¬ 
systems and systems levels, to avoid Pulsars changing radio astronomy 
import of crucial items. -pULSARS, the rapidly rotating 

Robotics, the most challenging emitting sharp bursts of 

fields of research today, is offering radio waves, are set to revolutionise 
personnel considerable relief from the held of radio astronomy with a 
monotonous and tedious jobs as well growing application in ar^s of time 

as tasks that need to be carried out in measurement and navigational aid in 
a hostile environment. space travel, according to renowned 

British scientist and Nobel laureate 
Robots can be taught or p^of Antony Hewish. 
programmed to perform a vanety of ^ 

tasks, interact with changing en- Pulsars, first discovered in 1967, 
vironments through sensors and are distant radio sources comprising 
work in coherence with other exclusively of neutrons and spin at an 
machines. incredible speed, sending radio 

waves at regular intervals. 

SPACE RESEARCH , . . 

I he pulsars have opened up new 
ISRO renews pact with ESA vistn.s in space travel as they serve as 

T he Indian Space Research Or- navigational aid, pinpointing the 
ganisation (ISRO) and the location of spaceship to the accuraq' 
European Space Agency (ESA) have of few metres in a distance spread 
renewed their agreement for over thousands of light years. Thq^ 
"cooperation in the development and also help scientists determine the 

application of space technology for pace of rotation of solar system in the 

peaceful purposes". Milky Way galaxy and also measure 

Some areas which have been gravitational waves, 
identified for cooperation are: remote The discovery of millisecond 
sensing applications, cooperation in pulsars in 1982 set off exciting studies 

land and oceanographic applica- in radio a.stronomy with wider ap- 

World Trade Blocs 

NAFTA (North American Free Trade Association): Formed in 1993. 
Member countries: USA, Canada and Mexico. Total Population; 361.74 
million. Total GNP per capita: US $ 17,139, 

EC (European Community): Formed in 1957. Member countries: Ger¬ 
many, France, Italy, UK, Spain, Netherlands, Belgium, Greece, Portugal, 
Denmark, Ireland and Luxembourg. Total population: .^43.93 million. Total 
GNP per capita: US $ 17,458. 

ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations): Formed in 1967. 
Member countries: Indonesia, Malaysia, Phili^ines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Brunei. Total population: 316.65 million. Total GNP per capita; US $ 
984. 


fotal GNP per capita; US $ 


G 15 (Group of 15): Formed in 1990. Member countries: Algeria, 
Brazil, Nigeria, Senegal. Yugoslavia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Venezuela, Argentina, Jamaica, Egypt, Mexico, Peru and Zimbabwe. Total 
population: \554.X1 million. Total GNP per capita: US$927. 

APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation): Formed in 1989. Mem¬ 
ber countries: US, japan, China, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, Hong Kong, Taiwan, ASEAN members. Total population: 1924.62 
million. Total GNP per capita: US $ 5399. 
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pJicaticms. Pulsar clocks can be more 
effective and accurate than the list¬ 
ing atomic clocks. 

MISCELLANY 

Massive water scarcity predicted 

\ new study by Population Action 
jr\jnternational (PAl), USA, 
makes the disquieting prediction 
that by the year 2025, one out of 
three people will live in countries 
plagued by water stress or chronic 
water scarcity. 

The study, "Sustaining water: 
Population and the future of renew¬ 
able water supplies", points out that 
in 1990, more than 335 million people 
lived in countries defined as water- 
stressed or water-scarce, That num¬ 
ber is projected to increase at least 
eight-fold by 2025, to between 2.8 bil¬ 
lion and 3.3 billion people, depending 
on the actual rate of population growth. 

The lowest of thre<* projections 
for future population growth would 
result in 2,782 billion people living in 
conditions of water stress or scarcity. 


Under the low-growth projection, 
India would fall into watar stress by 
2025, but would re-enter relative 
water abundance within a genera¬ 
tion, as its population will begin to 
shrink in size. Under the high projec¬ 
tion, India's population would face 
water scarcity (les-s than 1,000 cubic 
metres per person) before the end of 
the next century. 

The concept of "water-stress 
index" was pioneered by the 
Swedish hydrologist Malin Falken- 
mark, according to whom countries 
with annual, renewable fresh water 
supplies of less than 1,700 cubic 
metres per person, begin to ex¬ 
perience periodic or regular water 
stress, and below 1,000 cubic metres 
per person they face water scarcit}’. 
The national figures are not absolute 
because there can be regional dif¬ 
ferences within a country. 

With all tlsaf, the n^rt says, water 
availabilitv' has not received the atten¬ 
tion it deserves in global discus¬ 
sions of the sustainable use of 


natural resources. It has been ex¬ 
amined even less in the context of 
population growth. On a planet 
whose surface is more than two- 
thirds covered by water, the illusion 
of abundance hasclouded the reality 
that renewable fresh water is an in- 
creasinglyscarcecommodity. 

Economic development may 
also suffer under conditions of 
water scarcity. Agriculture alone 
absorbs two-thirds of the water 
used worldwide. 

Competition over scarce water 
resources can also evolve into 
open conflict—a not surprising 
possibility since over 200 river 
and lake basins are bordered by 
two or more countries, and at least 
10 rivers flow through six or more 
countries. 

PAI recc»mmends water reej'ding, 
more efficient use of w'ater—especially 
in agriculture—and the expansion of 
family planning programmes as the 
shatE^es for dealing with increasing 
water scarcity. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

loth Asian Tiack & Field 

Championship 

C H^A lead the medal standings 
with 23 gold, 11 silver and 4 
bron 2 e in the 10th Asian Tirack & 
Field championship, which was 
held at Manila, Philippines. South 
Korea came second with 3 gold, 4 
silver and 3 bronze. The third place 
went to Kazakhastan. 

India came fifdi with 2 gold, 2 
silver and 5 bronze medals. For 
India the gold medal winners were; 
Bahadur Prasad in the 5000 m and 
Ajit Bhadauria in discus throw. 

Bahadur Prasad set a new na¬ 
tional record time of 13 minutes 
41.70 seconds. He also hx>k a silver 
medal in ttte 1500 m race. 

The second silver medal was 
won by ttie women's 4x400 m relay 
team comprising of Sylvania Paes, 
9uny Wilson, RG. Aprara and K. 
Saramma. 

Talal Mansoor of Qatar was the 
fastest among men and Yumei of 
China was fastest among women. 

CHESS 

World Junior championship 

I gor Miladinovic, playing under 
8\e FIDE umbrella, won the boys 
title while die girls title was won 
by Nino Khurtsidze of Georgia. The 
championship was held at Koz¬ 
hikode, India. 

CRICKET 

Hera Cup tournament 

A magnificent bowling spell by 
Anil Kumble saw India 
demolish the mighty West Indies 
by 102 runs to clinch the five-nation 
Hero Cup at the Eden Gardens, 
Calcutta. India batted first and 
scored 225 in their allotted 50 overs. 
West Indies collapsed, like a pack 
of cards, in the face of a magical 
spell of 6.1-2-12-6 by Anil Kumble 
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and were bundled out for 123 with 
9.5 overs to spare. 

Anil Kumble was declared 
"Man of the match", Indian skipper, 
Mohammed Azharuddin was 
declared the "man of the series" 
for his steady performance 
throughout the tournament. 

Earlier in the semi-finals West 
Indies had defeated Sri Lanka by 
seven wickets and India had 
defeated South Africa by two 
runs. 

The tournament was held to 
celebrate the golden jubilee of the 
Cricket Association of Bengal. 

Duleep Trophy 

N orth Zone bagged the Pepsi 
Duleep Trophy title for the 
fourth successive year on the 
strength of the first innings lead of 
86 runs over East Zone. 

Deodhar Trophy 

E ast Zone retained the one-day 
matches tournament Deodhar 
Trophy by securing 12 points from 
four matches. 

Australia-New Zealand Test 
series 

First match: The first cricket 
Test match, played at Perth ended 
in a tame draw. 

Second match: Australia beat 
New Zealand by an innings and 
222 runs to win this match which 
was played at Bellerive Oval. 
The defeat was New Zealand’s 
worst in its 221-Test history and 
was Australia's fourth largest 
victory. 

Third match: New Zealand 
were defeated by an innings and 
96 runs. Australia thus took the 
three-Test series 2-0. 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe Test series 
First match: Pakistan defeated 
Zimbabwe by 131 runs in the 
first Test match, played at 
Karachi. 


FOOTBALL 

Rovers Cup 

M AHINDRA and Mahindra beat 
Bank of India Sports Gub 3-0, 
via tie-breaker, to lift the Rovers Cup. 

Durand Cup 

C ALCUTTA'S East Bengal 
regained the Durand Cup after 
a gap of one year. In the final they 
defeated Punjab State Electricity 
Board. 

HOCKEY 

Asia Cup 

S OUTH Korea defeated India 1-0 
to lift the Asian Cup men's 
title. This was South Korea's 
maiden Asian Cup win. The tour¬ 
nament was held at Hiroshima, 
Japan. The next A.sia Cup has been 
allotted to India. 

Jawaharlal Nehru title 

I NDIAN Airlines retained the 
trophy when they defeated Army 
Service Corps (Jalandhar) 2-1. 

SQUASH 

World open title 

J ANSHER Khan of Pakistan 
defeated countryman Jehangir 
lan to win the title for the fifth 
time. 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup 

G ermany defeated Australia to 
win the Davis Cup for the third 
Hme. Germany's previous two vic¬ 
tories had come in 1988 and 1989. 

ATP Worid championship title 

M ichael Stich of Germany 
defeated Pete Sampras of USA 
to take the title. 

Mukheijee to lead India in 
Davis Cup 

J AIDEEP Mukheijee has been ap¬ 
pointed the non-playing captain 
or the Indian Davis Cup team for 
1994. He succeeds Naresh Kumar. 



WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Ferooa Ahmad Leghari: He has been 
elected as the President of Pakistan. He was 
a nominee of the Pakistan People's Party. 

Jim Bolger: He has been elected as the 
Prime Minister of New Zealand. 

Bhuvanesh Chaturvedi: He is assisting 
Prime Minister P.V. Narassimha Rao in the 
Department of Atomic Energy and Space. 
He has been given additional duty of the 
Minister of State for Science and 
Technology. 

Eduardo Fakrio: Union Minister of State 
for Qiemicals and Fertilisers, he has been 
given additional charge of the Department 
of Ocean Development, Electronics and 
Parliamentary Affairs. 

Madan Lai Khurano: Leader of the 
Bharatiya Janata PartyfBfP) he has been 
elected Chief Minister of the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi. 

Virbhadra Singh: He ha.s been elected a.s 
th*" Chief Minister of Himachal IVadesh. He 
belong.s to Congressd). 

Bhamm Singh Shekhmmt: Leader of the 
B)P in Rajasthan, he has been elected as the 
Chief Minister of the State. 

Digoijay Singh: He has been elected 
Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. He 
belongs to QmgresstU. 

Mulayam Singh Yadav: He has been 
elected Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. He 
head the Samajwadi Party-Bahujan Samaj 
Party coalition. 

Lalthanhawla: He has been elected as 
Chief Minister of Mizoram. He heads the 
Congrcs.vMJD aialition. 

Dr Marcello De Zaffiri Duarte Mathias: 
He is the new Ambassador of Portugal to 
India. 

Mukhemedjan hoev: He is the first 
Ambassador of Kazakhstan to India. 

Bhadra Kumar: He has been appointed 


as India's first ambassador to Tajikistan. 

Ram Nhotts Mkdha; Member Parliament 
and a former ministo’, he has been appoint¬ 
ed as India's representative at the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

inder Khanna: He has been appointed 
Secretary of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC). 

Distinguished Visitors 

Aneerood jugnauth: Prime Minister of 
Mauritius. 

Douglas Hurd: Foreign Secretary of 
Britain. 

R.F. Botha: Foreign Minister of South 
Africa. 

Alaeddin Broudjerdi: First Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Iran. 

General Merill A. MePeak: Air Force 
Chief of USA. 

Michael Hansenne: Secretary General of 
the International Ubour Organisation. 

Resigned 

Gulsher Ahmed: Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh. 

P R. Kuntaramanglam: Minister of Stale 
for Parliamentary affairs in the Union 
Cabinet. 

Died 

}.R D. Tata- The doyen of Indian 
Industry. He was 89. 

Mani bhai Desai: Veteran Gandhian and 
Ramon Magsaysav award winner. He was 
73. 

Balakrishna Das: Noted Oriya'singcr 
and composer. 

H.M. Pfltfl; Former Union Finance and 
Home Minister. 

Frank Anthony: Veteran member parlia¬ 
ment. He represented the Anglo-Indian 
Community in the Parliament for four 
decades. He was 85. 


EVENTS 


NOVEMBER 

At least 200 soldiers are feared killed 
' in Sri Lanka as Tamil rebels mount a 
massive surprise attack on the Army 
camp at Pooneryn. 

15— -India and Britain ratify the extradition 
treaty. 

16— A month-long stand off between 
Kashmiri militants and the Army 


ends peacefully with the surrender of 
the militants holded up in the 
Hazratbal shrine m Srinagar. 

18—Accord is signed to adopt the new 
Constitution tor South Afnca, paving 
way for end of 300 years of apartheid. 

—Army again captures power in 
Nigeria. 

21—A Macedonian airliner crash^ into a 


tdll killing all 115 persons on board. 

—US Senate okays Ae NAFTA biil. 

22—India and South Africa sign accord 
restoring diplomatic ties. 

28—Congress party gets two-thirds major¬ 
ity in Himachal Pradesh assembly 
elections. 

—BJI^ secures a landslide victewy in the 
Delhi assembly elections. 

30—Mizoram goes to polls to dect a new 
state asse^ly. 80 per polling is 
reported. 

DECEMBER 


1—Congress is swept back to power in 
Madhya Pradesh after a gap of nearly 
45 months. 


3— A three-tier 27'member coalition 
Ministiy of Samajwadi Party-Bahujw 
Samaj Party combine is inducted in 
Uttar Pradesh. 

—Bhairon Singh Shekhawat of BJP is 
swom-in as the 14th Chiri Minister of 
Rajasthan. 

4— The ruling Congress Party retains 
power in Mizoram with the help of 
the Mizoram Janata Dal (MJD). 

6— One person is killed and 18 injured in 

bomb explosions in variotLs trains. 

7— Strike cripples Postal services through 
out India. 


—BJP President LK. Advani and sevot 
othras are arrested in connection widt 
the case relating to the demolition of 
the Babri Masjid structure on 
December 6,1992. 

10—Postal strike ends after the Indian gov¬ 
ernment agrees to the major demands 
of the employees. 
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THE EXAMINER’S GUESS 
QUESTIONS 


Q. What does Y.K. Gadakh elec¬ 
tion case pertain to? 

Ans. In a case filed against Shri 
Sharad Pawar, Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra, the Bombay High Court 
had nathed him for commission of cor¬ 
rupt electoral practices. The court had 
also held as void the election of Mr 
YK. Gadakh, a Congress candidate 
from the South Ahmednagar par¬ 
liamentary constituency in 1991 elec¬ 
tions. 

The Supreme Court, however, 
absolved Mr Sharad Pawar of char¬ 
ges of corrupt electoral practices but 
held that his speeches did not 
measure upto the 'desired' stand¬ 
ards of electioneering expected of the 
top leadership. The apex court also 
over-ruled the High Court verdict 
declaring V.K. Patil, the rival can¬ 
didate as elected thus paving way 
for fresh elections. 

Q, With which country has 
India recently signed a memoran¬ 
dum of Understanding for laying a 
2000 km gas pipeline? 

Ans. Iran. 

Q. What are the highlights of 
the new interim constitution of 
South Africa? 

Ans. Bill of Rights provides alt 
South Africans are entitled to equal 
protection under law. 

—Outlaws unfair discrimina¬ 
tion, outlaws torture, provides 
freedom of religion and right to 
strike. 

—Parliament will consist of 400- 
member national assembly and 90- 
member senate. President is to be 
elected by the national assembly. 

Q. What is Yakshagaml 

Ans. It is five-centuries old 
dance-drama of Karnataka. It offers 
myriad coloured costumes, dance. 


music, dialogue and mime har¬ 
monised into a single art form. 

Q. With which country did India 
ratify an extradition treaty recently? 

Ans. Britain. 

Q. Name the weekly magazine 
that suspended publication in 
November 1993 after an almost 
uninterrupted run for 113 years. 

Ans. Illus.trated Weekly of 
India. 

Q. Where was the Asia-Pacific 
Ecom^mic Cooperation summit held 
in November 1993? 

Ans. Seattle, USA. 

Q. Who will host the Seventh 
International Conference on Urban 
Transport in February, 1996? 

Ans. India. 

Q. Name the middle-east 
country where first multi-party elec¬ 
tions since 1956 were held in Novem¬ 
ber, 1993? 

Ans. Jordan. 

Q. What amount has been ear¬ 
marked by the Tourism Ministry of 
India for the investment plan to in¬ 
crease the tourist inflow from 
present 1.83 million to five million 
by the end of 1996-97? 

Ans. Rs 26,063 crore. Out of the 
contribution of the government will be 
Rs 5,943 crore. The public sector con¬ 
tribution has been estimated to be Rs 
10380 crore as against the private sec¬ 
tor contribution of Rs 9340 crore. 

The plan has predicted a return 
of Rs 14,000 crore in foreign ex¬ 
change by the end of 1996-97. The 
employment potential will jump 
from 1.48 million persons in 1992-93 
to 5.18 million in 1996-97. 

Q. What is Hansa? 

Ans. It is the first Indian aircraft 


to be developed by a government 
laboratory with the help of private 
funding. 

Q. What is Project lridium7 

Ans. It is perhaps tihe world's 
largest private aerospace initiative to 
provide high quality, hand-held 
wireless services to subscribers via a 
constellation of 66 satellites. 

Q. By what name is Thein dam 
project called now? 

Ans. Ranjit Sagar Dam project. 

Q. Who represented India at the 
Mias World pageant, held at sun city 
in South Africa? 

Ans, Miss India, Karminder 
KaurVirk. 

Q. Describe the new State- 
emblem of Russia? 

Ans. Double-headed eagle. It 
was the symbol of the Romanov Czars 
who ruled Rus.sia before the 1917 Bol¬ 
shevik revolution. The communist era 
emblem was a globe framed of corn 
and hung with a red ribbon inscribed 
with the Marxist .slogan : "workers of 
the world unite". 

Q. With which religion is the 
Bahubali festival connected? 

Ans. Jainism. 

Q. What landmark judgement 
was given by the Madras High Court 
on Ctecember 1,1993 with regard to a 
minor? 

Ans. The court ruled that a 
minor girl has the right to bear 
children. The case related to a 16- 
year-old minor girl, Sashikala, who 
was pregnant and wanted to have 
the cnild against stiff opposition 
from her only parent—^father. 

Q. Name the three Indian air¬ 
ports where the new concept of 
privatisation of the airports is being 
done on an experiment basis? 

Ans. Tirupati, Cochin and 
Calicut. 
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TEST OF REASONING-1 


Which would be the next number in the series given 


below: 




1. 

10; 18; 34; 66;... 

{«) 132 (h) 130 

O’) 118 

(r) 126 

(d) 88 

2. 

7; 13; 25; 49;... 

(<i) 88 (h) 73 

O’) 102 

(r) 92 

(d) 97 

3. 

16; 23; 37; 58;... 

00 86 (h) 69 

O') 82 . 

(f) 112 

(d) 94 

4. 

13; 14; 27; 41;.., 
la) 59 (b) 56 

O’) 72 

0 ) 66 

(d) 68 

5. 

0,7; 26; 6.3;... 

0/) KHi (/') 9-1 

O’) 116 

O') 124 

00 132 

6. 

4, 28; 7; 2!;.3; 18;... 
00 8 (h) 6 

O’) 27 

(c) 21 

00 15 

7. 

2; 3; 4; 4: 8; 5;.. 

00 10 {!>) 12 

(c) 16 

00 13 


O’) 20 



S. 

91; 48, 78, 60; 6.5; .. 
Ill) 62 (b) 68 

O') 82 

0 ) 72 

(d) 76 


Find out the right substitute for question marks: 



<(?) 7 {l>} 4 <!) ^ ((0 ~ O’) ^ 



00 4 (b) 2 (£•) 16 (d) 3 00 7 

Find out the missing numbers/letters: 

11. 5 14 ? 

11 17 9 

21 6 U) 

(a) 18 (h) 15 (r) 7 (d) 8 O’) 21 


12. 16 2 11 

3 ? 10 

10 11 8 


(a) 12 (0) 13 (f) 15 (d) 16 

O’) 17 


13. 1 3 

2 


7 

1 

L_ 

36 


7 

7 

(a) 21 

(0) 42 

(f) 49 

(d) 56 



00 14 


14. i FOi 

FNsIcmJ 1.5. 

JE!j 

04 


I HLt 

lK=i i ? i 
-1- - i 

1,H2 jMCai 

h 

JlO 

Kii 

I Kl4 

Oi5 

7 

Qi7 


Find the odd-man out: 


16. 

[a) MPQ 

(0) CFG 

0) HKI. 


id) TVW 

O’) UXY 


17. 

(a) GHJM 

(b) ZACF 

0) FFHL 


0/) MNI^ 

(r) RSUX 

18. 

00 AYC 

(0) RPT 

0) UN 


(d) VTW 

(e) HFJ 


19. 

(a) PUSQ 

(b) FKIG 

(f) YDBZ 


(d) BGFC 

0) NTRP 

20. 

00 

(0) PVSR 

(r) CHFE 


00. JOML 

{»0 NSQP 


Find out the right choice of letters to fill in the 
blanks: 

21. nm-nmm-nim-mmnm- 


Oi) mmnni 

(h) mnnm 

0) nnnm 

(d) nnnn 

0) mnmn 


22. ac-bacb-a-bbjcbb-cb 


(a) bbca 

(h) bcca 

0) beba 

(d) cbi’ii 

(r) bbcc 

23. r-st-tst-tstrt-tr 



0) trrs 

(f>) tr.ss. 

0) rrts 

(d) rtrs 

0) srn> 


24. -aca-bac-bbaca-baca 


(a) bcac 

(0) ebab 

(c) bbac 

(d) bacc 

(f) eber 

Questions 25>27 
TRADITIONAL'; 

are based 

on the word 

25. How many letters c»ccur twice 

in the word? 

0) 1 (0) 2 

0) 3 

(d) 4 
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(p) None 

26. If all the letters in the word are arranged al¬ 
phabetically, which two letters will remain where they 
are? 

(fl) I;L (6) 1;N (c) L;0 (d) I;0 

O') L;N 

27. How many sets of two letters have as ma ny letters 
between them as in the alphabetical order? 

(a) 1 (h) 2 O’) 3 (d) 4 

((,') None 

For questions 26-31, 'MEANWHILE' is the lead 
word. In each question one word is different from 
others. Find it out: 

28. (a) MAN (0) MAIL (r) WHILE 

id) LINE (p) MILE 

29. (a) WHALE (0) NAME (c) LIME 

(d) LINEN O’) WHEN 

30. (a) SLAVE (0) SHAME (r) SI.A1N 

(d) EXILE (p) THEME 

31. (a) ARMY (b) REMAIN (r) TllElR- 

(«/) SHARE O’) TALENT 

Correct the equations given below by interchanging 
two signs: 

32. (36 + 3)X(18-5)->-(44 1)-13 

(a) - (0) (r) - ;x 

(d) -;x 

33. 24 x 2 4 21+7-6-51 

(a) +; 4 (b) k; - (c) - ; + 

(d) x; 4 

34. 54 ^ 9 + 16>-2-37--1 

(a) + ; X ( 0 ) - : * (r) ■ 

(d) x;f 

35. (.36 + 4) + (3 X 6)-- 10^ 17 

(a) •(;- (0) +;x (r) +; - 

(d) +; 4 

The words given below are followed by their coded 
forms. Find out the code letters for letters enclosed in 
box. 

36. C ATb'iL E 



(rt) 7 
(P) V 

(f’) y 

(p) g 

(d) n 

37. 

s rri 

t -. 1 

( D E 




(<0 y 

{c) J 

(l<) 11 

(r) w 

(d) /. 

.38. 

B R 

(h) w 




(«) n 
(p) m 

(P) V 

id) g 

39. 

T r R 

(if) j 

IA D E 

(f>) } 

(r) m 

id) q 


O’) n 


(f) 8 (d) f 


(a) q (b) u 

(«?) y 

41. If 'NUMERICAL' is MVLFQJBBK' th 
'ASTROLOGY' is: 

(a) BRSTMNNHX (b) ZTSSNMNHX 

(c) ZTUSPMPFZ (d) BRSSNKNHX 

(p) None of these 

42. If 'IMPORT' is 'USPQNJ' then 'CAPITAL' is: 

(a) MBUJQBD (0) KZSHOZB 

(e) MUBjBDQ (d) MBQjUBD 

O’) None of these 
According to a certain code; 
num kum hum sum means'the patient is serious 

hum turn |um pum means 'serious matters < 
grave'. 

rum sum bum turn means 'Doctors are attend! 
patient'. 

pum lum num rum means 'Doctors know t 
matters'. 

43. Wh«it is the code for matters? 

(a) )um (h) hum (c) pum {d) rum 
Id) .None of these 

44. 'sum' means; 

(a) serious |f>) is (c) are 

Id) patient (p) None of the‘e 

45. 'Tlie serious doctors' would be coded as : 

(a) lum sum rum (h) hum rum num 

(f') lum hum pum (d) sum num pum 

(p) .None of these 

Which two would be the next two letters in the seri 

46. ARDGKPV,.. 

(a) Bj (b) CI (c) CK (,/) BK 

((’) None of Ihesi' 

47. BYKVH_ . 

(a) KS (/>) jM {(■) PR (d) RK 

(I'l None of those 

Match the right question on the basis of relations! 
among items. Each circle represents one item irrespect 
of its size. 

48. Wasliington : U.S A.; Canada 


49. diotkmary ; English • Hindi 

'O 

-»0. Slate; city : countrj' 

o 




r 


51. School: education: classroom 



52. crow : owl: cuckoo 

E 


Tick>mark the mirror image of the word given in 
question. The mirror is held in front of the word. 

53. PAKLSTAN 

(Q)qA:iic’TAki (b}nAiaiW 

(d}HAT2l)!Aq 

54. S'vViTZEfeLAND 

(a) IW^ (b) ZMUZ3S lAHl? 

(c) aHAJ51.1UIW<? (d) 0NVJA^".TlM^ 

55. KUWAIT 

fa}T|AWU> Cb) ! IV/Ai !•> 

(cj’WAVIT (dlTlAMUK 

5b. bCANDiNAVIA 

(a) A!AAl/i!CNAJZ (bj AUVNaii/lVAlV 
(c) AvIVAlf.GUAOZ ;.i; ?ryuaiM\^A!A 

57. utF'MAMY 

(o)rMm}D (b)03aWAHA 

(l) OITWy 1-1A (d) Y;/!AW^ 3d 

Questions 58 to 60 are based on the figure given 
below: 




58. How many squares does the figure contain? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 7 (d) 8 (e) 9 

59. Count the number of triangles in the figure: 

(a) 20 (h) 18 ic) 16 (d) 15 (e) 12 

60. What is the minimum number of straight lines 
that are needed to construct this figure? 

(a) 11 {b) 1.5 (c) 14 (d) 15 (e) 16 

Which figure from A, B, C, D and E is the right one 

for question>mark and has similar relationship with the 
figure as the first set has? 



A ' " (. D t 


Given below are two .sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have lo find out which of the Answer Figure is the right one for the question mark; 


PROBLEM HGURES 


a 

4> 

a <a 

n <B 

■> 




ft* 

1 

0- 

-H> 

. 

o 

<1- 

0-- 

? ! 

1 

<7 

_ 

ft 


<7 

* 

■ 1 

itr 


1 'T 

t I 

1 

_i 


ANSWER FIGURES 

A ' B C D F. 



“ ^ 

a 

a ^ 


H- 

ft 

t 

ft 

•i' 

i 


0 

i A 

A 

-0 

1 

0—-‘ 

A ! 
_1 


■t) 


ft 

ift_ 


? 

i J--. 

1?k 

ft 

/? ! 

I ! I 
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M 





s 

? 

O V 

c» 


0 



o 



? 


A 

0 

CM A 


1 


A 

.0 


o 

+ 


□ 

7 

A 

O A 

-tf O 






Q! 

T 


r 


^ 1 


r 0 
_ 1 

0 

0 

/o 

7 




m 



A 

y 

V 

A 

A 0 


o 


o 0 


0 «D 

40 

O 

40 




□ 


0 

O 

# 

0 

□ 

n # 

□ # 

0 □ 


0 






f 

e? J 

7 


o 

r o 

r o 

r 0 

r Q 

1_L.J 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. {h) Add 8,16,32,64... to numbers. 

2. (d) Each number is double -1 of the preceding num¬ 

ber. 

3. (a) Add 7,14,21,28... to numbers. 

4. (d) Add preceding number to the number to get the 

next number. 

5. (c) The series is 1^-1;2^~1; 3^-1... 

6. (b) Each alternate number is the product of numl)ers 

on its right and left. 

7. (f) Therearetwoseries, 2,4,8...and3,4,5... 

8. (c) Again then^ are two series, Q1, 78, 65 with a dif¬ 

ference of 13 and 48,60,72 with a difference ol 12. 

9. (e) Add the numbers in upper cells and divide with 

nine to get the lower one. 

10. (b) Add the squares of outer numbers to get the inner 

one. 

11. (a) The total of numbers, horizontally and vertically is 

37. 

12. (d) Hero the linewise and columnwi.se total is 29. 

13. (c) Number on left in the lower cells is the product of 

upper numbers and the number on right is its 
square. 

14. JJi 5 . Letters are arranged in regular and reverse order 

and the third number is me product of the two 
preceding ones in each line. 

15. Pift. After skipping three letters in each line the letters 

are in order and have as number their position in 
the alphabetical order. 

16. (d) 17. (f) 18. (d) 19. (r) 

20. (b) 

21. (b) The arrangement is nmm/nmm/... 

22. (fl) The arrangement is aebb/aebb/... 

2.3. (a) The arrangement is rt/strl/strt/st... 

24. (c) The arrangement is ba/cabba/cabba/... 

25. (c) A,landT 

26. (d) The arrangement will be AAUIILNQRTT 


27. (c) ON;OLandNI 

28. (d) The order of the tetters picked up for the word has 

not changed. 

29. (d) All the letters are from the lead words, but this one 

has an extra N. 

30. (fl) This one has two extra letters while others have 

one. 

31. (b) Others have tw'o extra letters, this has one only. 

.32. id) 33. (c) ,34. (c) 35. (rf) 


For next type ofqueslioiif: nn ml contitwit letters 
m f(iven zmrds and match them xvilli common cod*- letters. 

36. (c) 37. (d) 38. (a) 39. (r) 

40. (b) 

41. (b) First, third, fifth...letters have preceding letter as 

their code and the remaining ones, their 'next 
letter'. 


42. 

43. 

46. 

47. 

48. 
.52. 
56. 
60. 


(fl) Reverse the word and u.w next letters as ccxlos. 

(r) 44. id) 45 (b) 

(f) The gap among letters increases by one extra. 

(f) There are two seTie.s, B, Fi, 11 (gap of two letters) and 
Y, V, S... again with a gap of two letters. 


B 49. D 

C 53. id) 

ir) 57. (a) 

(b) 61. E 


.50. F 51. A 

54. (f) 55. (fl) 

58. (c) .59. (tf) 

62. B 


for solving the next set of problem study the mommtent, the 
speed of movement, direction, siving, rotation of each figure and 
its relationship with ottur figures. TIu’figure may also lose or 
gain smnething, it may also increase or decrease in size. Ex¬ 
amples—the circle in question 69 covers one extra half portion 
during its movement and figures in question 70 disappear after 
reaching the top. 

63. B 64. E 65. D 66. A 

67. B 68. E 69. C 70. A 

71. A 72. D 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 

Find the odd>man out: I (c) environment (d) garden 


1. (fl) March 

(b) October 

(c) September 

(d) January 

(f) I3reember 


2. (fl) Macbeth 

(b) Don Quixote 

(r) King Lear 

(d) Shylock 

((?) Othello 


3. (fl) chimpan7A!e 

(b) gorilla 

(i ) baboon 

(d) orang-outang 

(e) hippopotamus 


4. (fl) Kalidas 

(b) Surdas 

(c) Tulsidas 

(d) Meera 

(c) Kabirdas 


5. (fl) knife 

(It) showel 

(c) sword 

(J) axe 

((’) saw 


6. (fl) cciltage 

(b) office 

(c) hotel 

(d) palace 

(c) hut 


7. (fl) Spain 

(b) Poland 

(f) Korea 

(d) Italy 

(<’) Grei*ce 


8. (fl) pint 

(h) gallon 

(c) dram 

(d) litre 

(c) gram 



In each question given below, the first set of words 
has a definite relationship. You have to find out the right 
word from the choice given for the second set so that the 
words in second set have similar relationship, 
labcnir : fatigue;: inexperience: ? 

(<i) job (h) efficiency 

(f) promobon (</) blunder 

10. smoking; cigarette ;: drive, ? 

(fl) license (h) speed 

(c) car (d) accident 

11. tennis: game:: wasp; ? 

(a) poi«»n (It) bite 

(f) insect (d) attack 

12. line: point:: water: ? 

(fl)'sea (It) drop 

(c) river (d) flow 

13. curse: blessing:; crowded; ? 

(a) pollution (b) people 

(c) stampede (d) isolated 

’ 14. pine;oak:: cake:? 

(a) pastry (b) baking 

(c) sweet (d) birthday 

15. garden; flower:; Milky way: ? 

(a) planet (b) sky 

(c) star (d) galaxy 

16. ^Id: ornament:; tret*: ? 

(a) furniture (b) fruit 


Match the right parts on the basis of identical 
relationship among the items: 

17. love: adoration; infatuation 

(A) elephant: mountain; creature 

18. snake: python ; reptile 

(B) .slap: kick; hit 

19. body: blood: vein 

(C) drink: sweet; sour 

20. pineapple: tomato: fruit 

(D) gold : copper; mineral 

21. teacher; men ; women 

(E) hook: fish; water 

22. bag: shop; market 

(F) India ; India Gate: Delhi 

23. A book-seller has 120 book.s on mathematics, 
physics and chemistry. The books on mathematics are ten 
more than book.s on physics and the number of books on 
chemistry is six less than physic.s. How* many books are 
then* on physics? 

(fl) 34 (b) 36 

(f) 40 (d) 38 

(c) None of these 

Five friends, Vimta, Chanda, Rekha, Leela and 
Madhu planted mangoes, vegetables, cactus, roses and 
lilies but not in the same order. 

Each girl planted one type of plants only. 

The first letter of the name of the girl and the plant is 
not the same. 

Vimla and Rekha did not plant lilies or mangoes. 
Chanda and Madhu did not plant roses or vegetables. 
Cactus was not planted by Rekha or Vimla. 

Manyo was not planted by Chanda. 

Now match the right girl with the right plant 

24. Vimla (A) mangoes 

25. Chanda (B) vegetables 

26. Rekha (C) cactus 

27. Ijeela (D) roses 

2H. Madhu (E) lilies 

Six sides of a cube are coloured with different 
colours. Yellow is opposite white and blue is between red 
and green. One side is black. 

29. Which colour is c^posite blue? 

(a) red (b) black 

(c) green (d) None of these 

30. Which colour does not touch red side? 

(fl) green (b) yellow 

(c) white (d) blue 

Ashwini, Beijesh, Qiitra, Damyanti and Edmund ate 
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TV employees for covering sports, cultural programmes, 
literary activities, elections and development in the field 
of science and technolc^. 

, Ashwini and Chitra do not cover sports or literary 
activities. 

Damyanti and Edmund have nothing to do with 
science and technology or election.^. 

Cultural programmes ate not covered by Ashwini or 
Damyanti. 

Literary activities are not covered by Brijesh or Ed¬ 
mund. 

Chitra has nothing to do with science and technology 
and sports arc not covered by Edmund. 

31. Who covers science and technology? 

• (a) Ashwini (b) Brijesh 

(c) Chitra (d) Damyanti 

(e) Edmund 

32. Brijesh gets report on: 

(a) sports (b) elections 

(c) cultural programmes (<0 literary items 
(e) science and technology 


SYLLOGISMS 


TYPEl 

/n questims given below, a situation has heeti explained in 
fm statements followed by a conclusion. You have to say whether 
the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) defirutely does not follow from the statements. 

(d) can't say as the data provided is inadequate. 

Note: Your answers should only be in the light the informa¬ 
tion given in the statements. 

Statements: 

33. 1. All lovers of plants love animals too. 

2. Mr & Mrs Surendra have inherited a lovely 
garden. 

Conclusion: They love animals. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

34. 1. If a person is unable to account for his property 

ana income, these can be confiscated. 

2. All the property of Mr X was confiscated. 
Conclusion: He was unable to explain how he acquired it. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

35. 1. All the contestants for election proclaim that 

they are only contesting for the welfare of their 
c(Histituency. 

2. After getting elected, everyone starts fighting 
for ministership. 

Conclusion: 'The contestants secretly aspire for minister- 
ship. 

(<J) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statemettts: 

36. 1. Those, who have a habit of speaking out their 


mind and c^inion frankly arc always un¬ 
popular. 

2. ^kesh is very popular. 

Concluskm: He does not always say what comes to his 
mind. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. Some of die successful silver screen figures 

have no film background. 

2. Komiia is an actress. 

3. Her fadier is a famous film-director. 
Concluskm: Romila is not successful as an actress. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. Our government claims all Indian Airlines to 

bt' a^olutely safe. 

2. A plane crashed near Bhutan. 

Concluskm: It could not have belonged to Indian Airlines. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (r) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

39. 1. Opposition parties constantly blame the 

government of making a mess of economy. 

2. When it is their turn to form the government 
they adopt the same economic policies. 
Conclusion: No parfr- has an understanding of national 
economy. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

.Statements: 

40. 1, The performance of private sectors is always 

better than that of government undertakings. 

2. In city 'X', most of the citj' buses are run by the 
State government. 

3. There are some private buses too. 

Conclusion: Pa.ssengers are better sati.sfit'd with the bus 

service run by private sector. 

(a) □ (b) □ '(c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE n 

In questions given below, Statements I and 2 are followed by 
conclusions I and II. Taking the statements to be true although 
they may appear at variance with commonly accepted focts, tick- 
mark your ansuvrs as under: 

(a) Only I follows from the statements. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(f) Either I or 11 follows. 

(d) Neither I nor 11 follows. 

(e) Both follow from the statements. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some mirrors are cups. 

2. Some glasses are cups. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some mirrors are glasses. 

II. No mirror is a gla^. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

42. 1. No dog is reptile. 

2. No biid is n^tile. 
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Conclttsions: 

I. Dogs and birds belong to the same category. 

U. All (he creatures odier than dogs and birds are 
reptiles. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) a (d) Q (e) □ 

Stalements: 

43. 1. Some guns are pistols. 

2. All pistols are swords. 

Conclusions: 

I. All swords are pistols. 

II. Some swords are guns. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

44. 1. All traders are lawyers. 

2. All lawyers arc compounders. 

Concluskins: 

I. All traders are compounders. 

II. Some compounders are traders. 

(fl) □ {b) □ (c) □ id) □ (c) □ 

Statenmils: 

45. 1. All mangoes are potatoes. 

2. No potato is a banana. 

Conclusbns: 

I. No mango is a banana. 

II. Some bananas are mangoes. 

(fl) □ {b) □ (f) □ id) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1 Some snakes are lizards. 

2. Some lizards are butterflies. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some butterflies are snakes, 
fl. No butterfly is a .snake. 

(fl) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

Statetnenls: 

47. 1. All television sets are radios. 

2. Some radios ate books. 

Conclusions: 

I. All bcK>k.s are television.s. 

H. Some books are televisions. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements- 

48. 1. No teacher is a doctor. 

2. Some doctors are buMnessmen. 

Concluskms: 

I. Some basinessmen are not teachers. 

11. All teachers are busine.ssmen. 

(fl) □ (b) Q (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

TYPE III 

In taking decisions about important questions, it is desirabie 
to be able to distinguish between strong arguments and weak 
arguments so far as they are related to the question. A weak 
a^ment nmy be cf minor importarux, may not be directly 
related to the question or may be related to some trivial asjKct of 
the questbn. In questions given belcno, each questbn is falhweJ 
by arguments I and U. You have to decide which efthe arguments 
is strong and which is weak, then ti<dc-mark (V) your answers as 


under: 

(fl) Only I is strong. 

ib) Only n is strong. 

(c) Either I or Ills strong. 

id) Neither 1 nor n is strong. 

ie) Bodt 1 and II are strong. 

49. Should the illiterate be debarred from voting? 

I. Yes, they arc easily misguided. 

II. No, it is their coastitutional right. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) Q ie) □ 

50. Is monarchy better than democracy? 

I. Yes, if the chair has one confirmed ruler, there 
arc no ambitious aspirants fighting for it. 

II. No, people are more contented and happy in 
democracy. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

51. Should mercy death be legalized? 

I. Yes, patients undergoing terrible suffering and 
having absolutely no chance of recovery should 
be liberated from suffering through mercy 
death. 

II. No, e\'en merej' death is a sort of killing and 
killing can never be legalized. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (<■) □ 

52. Will people of Hong Kong be happier after July 
1997 when it is finally merged into China? 

I. Ye!!, the majori ty of residents are Chinese so they 
would love to become a part of China. 

11. No, the British colony will not find it easy to 
adjust i (self to the strict and ruthless Communist 
.set-up. 

(fl) □ (10 □ (c) □ id) □ ic) □ 

53. Should all refugees, who make unauthorized 
entry into a countr}', be forced to go back to their hoirre- 
land? 

J. Yes, they make their colonies and occupy a lot of 
land. 

II. No, they leave their homes because of hunger or 
some other terror and on human grounds, 
should not be forced to go back. 

(fl) □ ib) □ ic) □ id) □ (c) □ 

54. Will earthquakes cause disaster by revisiting Latur 
and similar parts of Maharashtra? 

I. Yes, the experts have detected some gaps in the 
earth crust of that area and are definite about it 

II. No, the earthquake has let out its force there and 
has no chances of occurring again in the same 
parts. 

fa) □ ib) □ ic) □ id) □ ic) □ 

55. Does the best person always secure the highest 
number of votes during elections and gets elected? 

I. Yes, if the public has confiderKe in a person and 
finds him better than others, they vote for him. 

II. No, people mostly vote for the parties irrespec¬ 
tive of the person they have selected as their 
candidate. 

(a) □ (b) Q ic) □ (d) □ ie) □ 
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56. Should so much money be spent on games and 
sports? 

1. Yes, we are a rich nation and can easily spare 
any amount of money on games and sports. 

^ 11. No, our teams are unable to put up a good show 
in international competitions. 

(fl) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE IV 

In questions ffiivn Maw, a statement is fallowed fry implica¬ 
tions I and U. Imply I and II to the statement and tick-mark your 
answers as under: 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

Q)) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either I or II is implicit. 

{d) I^either 1 nor II is implicit. 

((') Both I and II are implicit. 

Statement: 

57. The members of a club have proU'sted against the 
secretary for giving the contract of the garden to a horticul¬ 
ture firm for 3(W00, while the local gardeners had bain 
maintaining an international level for years. 

Implications: 

I. The garden has not remained upto mark. 

II. The members suspect some dubious link be¬ 
tween the secretary and the horticulture firm. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

58. It is now hoped that the Palestinians and the Is¬ 
raelis would live in peace side by side in Jerusalem. 
Implications: 

I. The two had been fighting for a considerable 
peritxl. 

II. They would not live side by side in other parts 
of the State. 

(a) Q (h) U (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

Statement: 

59. The Director of the Inter-university Centre for 
Astronomy and Astrophysics has warned people against 
relying on astrologers. 

Implications. 

I. A.strologers sometimes mislead people. 

II. The Director himself is not satisfied with the 
results of astrology. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

60. I'he police laid a trap and caught a gang of cheats 
from a renowned hotel. 

Implications: 

I. The hotel authorities were associated with the 
gang. 

II. The hotel authorities were unaware of the 
nefarious activities of these customers. 

(a) □ (b) □ (0 □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

61. A heart valve, conceived, designed and developed 
by an Indian Institute has been cleared for commercial 


production. 

Implications: 

I. Some other institutes had been making heart 
valves in India prior to this one. 

II. The new heart valve is much better than those 
already avulable in the market. 

(fl) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

62. The proposed bill of delinking religion from 
politics has been criticized by many sections. 

Implications: 

I. Religion often plays a major role in politics. 

TI. Some politicians take advantage of religious 
feelings of the mas.scs. 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

63. Army has a court of its cwn. 

ImpUralions: 

I. No army person can ever go to other civilian 
courts. 

n. The defence has its own military constitutional 
law. 

(a) □ (l>) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statanent: 

64. Doctors advise heart patients to lose weight. 
Implications: 

1. (Tnly fat persons suffer fnim heart problems. 

U. Added weight increases pressure on heart. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

TYl’EV 

In each question yiven bclojc, a statement is <^h'en fallowed 
by fat) courses of act ions numbered I and //. A course of action 
is a step or admmistratizv decision to Iv takai far improvenwnt, 
follow up or farther action in rcy^ard to tiu' problem, policy etc on 
the basis of the information in the statement. You batie to assume 
civrylhinff in llw stalctncnl to be true, then decide which of tIu' 
two su}ff>ested courses of action logically follows far pursuing. 
Give answer: 

(a) if only I follows. 

(b) if only 11 follows. 

(c) if either 1 or 11 follows. 

(d) if neither 1 nor II follows. 

(e) if botli I and II follow. 

Statement: 

65. The government of a certain State has set a target 
of cent per cent literacy in the State. 

1. The government would inspire students, scxrial 
workers and other such organisations to take 
up the ta.sk of total eradication of illiteracy. 

n. The State would provide means of conveyance 
to take the volunteers to even the most remote 
parts of the State. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

66. Massacres of innocent people by militants have 
turned the North Eastern States into killing fields. 
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I. The goveitiment would increase the number of 
armed forces in the said area ccmsiderably. 

n. All the residents of these parts should be given 
weapons so that they may protect themselves. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

67. The government wants to boost the exports in 
order to help our economy. 

1, Certain benefits’ .should be extended to the ex¬ 
porters. 

n. Import should be totally banned. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (<*) □ 

Statenmti: 

68. Heaps of garbage lying around comers of streets 
are a menace to traffic and environment. 

I. Proper dust-bins should be placed at regular 
intervals and should be cleaned regularly. 

II. Garbage bags should be supplied to the resi¬ 
dents and should be collected by a truck or cart 
everyday. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (r) □ 

Slalement: 

69. Rising price of paper has made the texl-btwks too 
expensive for students from lower strata. 

I. Book-banks should be established for poor stu¬ 
dents. 

II. Paper for printing tcxt-biwks should be made 
available to the publishers at a concession rate. 

{«) □ (b) □ {(•) -j id) a ic) □ 

Statemml: 

70. Tw'o attempts have been made on the life of Mr X, 
a multi-millionaire. 

I. lie should have personal body-guards. 

II. He should not go out of his house. 

(a) J ib) □ (rj □ id) □ (r) U 

Stalmcttl: 

71. The .sale of a new fortnightly magazine is not upto 
expectation. 

I. The magazine should be published once a 
month only 

II. The editor should try to improve the .stuff and 
make it more interesting. 

(a) LJ ib) □ (f) □ id, □ (e) LI 

Stalemut: 

72. The three sons of Mr X are pressurising him to sell 
his much loved hou.se in v illage and divide the money 
equally among them. 

I. He .should sell the house to please his sons. 

II. He should build .separate houses for all of them. 

(a) □ (f>) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

73. The followers of a religion want the moat-shops to 
be closed on a certain day. 

1. They .should force the shop-keepers to close the 
shops and threaten to cause damage to the shop 
if they do not do so. 

II. They should request the if^at-sellers to close 
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^wdr shim on fhat partiaiiar day as a icspect 
and ccnisideration for ttteir religious snMiments. 

(a) □ {b) Q (c) Q {^0 (c) Q 


^ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (c) AQ the other mondw have 31 days. 

2. (b) All the others are famous characters of 

Shakespeare. 

3. (e) All the others belong to monkey family. 

4. (a) All the others have written devotional verses and 

songs on Ram and Krishna. 

5. ({;) All the otihers are used for cutting or chopping. 

6. (b) All the others are used for residential purpose. 

7. (c) It is the only Asian country among the countries of 

Europe. 

8. (e) All the others are used for measuring liquids. 

9. (d) The words have cause and e^t relationship. 

10. (c) The relationship Is that of action and c4)ject. 

11. (c) The words have particular item and general group 

relationship. 

12. (b) One is formed by a group of others. 

13. (d) The words are opposites. 

14. (a) Both are diffenmt items of the same group. 

15. (c) One contains many units of the otiter item. 

16. (a) One is used for making the other. 

17. B. Ail the three are different expressions of a senti¬ 

ment or an action. 

18. D. They contain two items of the category men¬ 

tioned. 

. 19. P. One is inside foe other. 

20. A. One item belongs to foe category mentioned and 

one is entirely different 

21. C. The item can belong to either of foe category. 

22. E. One is needed to bring the ofoo' from a definite 

place. 

23. (d) 24. D 25. E 26. B 

27. A 28. C 29. (b) 30. (a) 

31. (a) 32. (a) 

33. <d) Being an owner of the garden through inheritance does 

not mean love of plants, hence the conclusion is 
doubtful. 

34. (6) The conclusicm is based on assumption. 

; 35. (a) The conclusion naturally follows. 

' 36. (a) The conclusion is in confirmation with foe state- 
mmts. 

; 37. (c) The conclusion has nothing to do wifo foe state- 
i ments. 

I 38. (d) Sufociait information is lacking. 

39. (c) Understanding and practice are two different 

aspects. 

40. (a) The conclusion is in confirmation of state¬ 

ments. 

I Tlw questions of next set are best solved by drawing 
\ diagrams of all the possible situations and then reaching Uie right 
I so^tum. Let each circle represent one item and draw diagrams 
on the basis of relation^p among the items. 
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42. (d) 
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44, (e) 
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47. (d) 
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48. (a) 


r". f \ 


49. (h) 

50. (d) 

51. (e) 

52. (b) 

53. (6) 

54. (a) 

55. (c) 

56. (d) 

57. (c) 

58. (a) 

59. (e) 

60. (c) 

61. (d) 

62, (e) 

63. (b) 

64. (b) 

65. (e) 

66. (a) 

67. (a) 

68. (c) 

69. (e) 

73. (b) 

70. (a) 

71. (b) 

72. (d) 


Quantitative Aptitude 


What ahould come in place of die question mark 
(?) in the following questions? 

1 (256)^-^ X (16)^** , 

(256)5«x(4)'’-2 “ 


(d) 0.16 


(a) 256 (b) 2.56 (c) 16 (rf) 0.16 

(e) None of these 

2. H75 x 25»1875then.0TOx,05x.0.5a? 

(a) 0.0001875 (b) 0.00001875 (c) 0.001875 

(d) .01875 (c) None of these 

3. The cube toot of .000064 « ? • 

((f) 0.4 (b) 0.04 (c) 0.004 

(d) 0.0004 

4 32x32x32=^ 

(a) 32 X 32 X .032 (b) 3.2 x 102.4 

(c) 32 X 10.24 (d) None of these 


5. 4.51 + 4.0.51 + .451 + 4.0051 -•= ? 


(if) 3.2 X 102.4 
(d) None of these 


(a) 4505.071 
(r) 45.95071 

^ 2 5 - 1 

9=x? 

,s 

(fl) 4 I (b) 1 

(d) None of these 
7. 0 002 = ?% 

(a) 2 (b) 20 


(b) 459.5071 
((0 None of these 


(c) 0.02 


(d) 0.2 


(a) 362 (b) 119 (c) 38 (d) 1096 

14. 897,435,209,97,43,18. 

(a) 209 (b) 97 (c) 897 (d) 435 

15. 2211,441,115.35,16,14. 

(fl) 35 (b) 115 (c) 441 (d) 16 

16. 4 men and 6 women can do a piece of work in 80 
days, 5 nten and 6 women can do the same work in 70 days. 
In how many days can 4 men and 2 women do the same 
work? 

(a) 108 (b) % (c) 112 

(d) Ncme of these 

17. Rs 590 were divided amongst 3 men, 4 women and 4 

boys in such a way that .n man ^ts 1 - times what a woman 

gets and a wonun gets 3 times what a boy gets. Find dte share 
of a man. 

(a) RslOO (b) Rsl20 (c) Rs90 

(d) None of these 

18. A began business with Rs 8000 and was joined after* 
wards by B with Rs 9600. When did B join if the profits at the 
end of the year were divided in the ratb 5:4? 

(a) After 4 months (b) After 6 months 

(c) After 5 months (d) None of these 

19. The average age of 24 students of a class is 14 years 
and 10 months and the average age of the remaining students 
is 16 years and 6 months. If the average age of students is 15 
years and 2 months, find the no. of students of the class. 

(fl) 30 (b) 28 (f) 34 (d) 40 

20. What sum of money must be invested to purchase Rs 

1 

2400 of 3%, brokerage is g% and discount is 20“/o? 

(a) RsJSOO (h) Rsl923 (c) R.s2200 

(d) Rs2188 («•) None of these 

21. What is the least square number which is divisible bv 
6,10,15 and 18? 

(fl) 1000 (f>) 800 (c) 900 (d) 1020 

22. A man's income was decreased by 20% and then a 
rise of 20% on the decreased income was given. Find out the 
percentage difference in income. 

(a) 4% increase (b) 4% decrease 

(c) 6% decrease (d) 5% increase 

23. A man bought some milk at the rate (rf Rs5 per litre. 
After having added water to the milk, he sold the mixture at 
Rs 6 per litre thereby making a profit of 50%. Find out the 
ratio of milk and water in the mixture. 

(a) 1:4 (b) 2;3 (c)3;2 (d)4:l 

24. If the si mple interest on Rs 651 tu for 6 months is Rs 50 
more than the simple interest on R^ 5250 for 6 months, calcu¬ 
late the rate of interest. 

(a) 6% (b) .5% (c) 8% 

(d) None of drese 

25. If the income tax is increased by 23%, a man's income 


(d) 435 


3 +-■— 

2 + 


Id) None of these _ 

9. If =2.54 and = 8.04 then ‘Vo.OOtH47 = ? 
(a) 0.00804 (b) 0.00254 (c) 0.02.54 (d) 0.0804 

'<*• 

(a) 3.732 (b) 2.645 (c) 1.72.i 

• (d) None of these 

ll.ilS. In each of the following number series, a wrong 
number is given. Find out that number. 

11. 5,11,40,198,1172,8200. 

(a) 40 (b) 1172 (c) 198 (d) 8200 

12. 6,7,11,20,36,63,97. 

(a) .36 (b) 63 (c) 20 id) 11 

13. 11,38,119,362,1096,3278. 
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is reduced by 1%. What is the rate of income-tax? 

(fl) 5% (I>) 6^% (c) 4% 

(d) 4 2 % (p) None of these 

■t ” 

2f». A man bought some tables for Rs 12K). He sold one 
table for Rs 6.25 and overall made a profit of 12 ^%. Find the 
no. of tables. 

(a) 225 (&) 240 (c) 300 

(d) None of these 

27. A's income is 20% more than B's inmme. C's income 
i.s 25% more than A's income. By how much per cent C's 
income is more than B's income? 

(fl) 40“/o (h) 35% (c) 50% (d) 45% 

28. The present population of a city is 3933. What was 
the population before 3 years if it increased by 15% for first 
year, then reduced by 10% for seamd year and then reduced 
by 5% for the third year? 

(a) 4000 (b) 6000 (c) 3500 (d) 5000 

29. if by investing Rs 4900 in 5% stock, the annual in¬ 
come after paying 2% irKome tax is Rs 343, find the value of 

(<i) Rs60 (b) Rs80 (c) Rs70 (d) Rs65 

30. A nxjm is 18 metre long and 16 metre broad. The cost 
of carpetting the nrom at the rate of Rs 1.05 per metre is Rs 
40320. Find the width of the carpet. 

(a) 75 cm (6) 60 cm (r) 65 cm 
(d) None of these 

31. A bag contains coins of Re 1,20 p, 10 p, and 5 p. The 
no. of coins is 3740. The ratio of their values is 5:9:4:1, find 
out the no. of 10 p aiins. 

(a) 1360 (b) 1200 (c) 1400 (d) 1250 

32. Aand B started the business with Rs 10000. After one 
year, they divided the profit. A got Rs 3000 and B got Rs 32.50. 
Find out A's investment. 

(a) Rs6(XX) (b) Rs6500 (c) Rs4000 (d) Rs4800 

33. The area of a square field is 64 square hectometre. 
How long will it take to walk round it at the rate of 8 km/hr? 

{a) 25 minutes (b) 30 minutes 

(c) 24 minutes (d) 35 minutes 

34. A certain number of men promised to do a job in 16 
days, but 5 men became absent and the remaining men did 
the job in 20 days. What is the original no. of men? 

(a) 30 (b) 35 <c) 25 (d) 40 

35. By .selling 44 metres of clotti, Ram gained the selling 
price of 11 metres. Find the gain per cent. 

(a) 2.5% (b) .30% (r) 33^% 

(d) None of these 

36. Find the number amsisting of 3 digits which when 
divides 12354 and 17675 leaves the same remainder in each 

(fl) 355 (b) 426 (c) 313 

(d) None of these 

37. The L.C.M. and H.C.F. of a rectangular field are 60 m 

3 

and 4 m respectively. If breadth is - of length, find the length 
ol the field. 


(a) 25 m (b) 20 m (c) 30 m (d) 24 m 

38. A father said U> his son, "At the time of your birth, 
my was equal to vour present age." If the present age of 
father is 40 years, fiina the of son five years ago from now. 

(a) 15 years (b) 12 years (c) Uyiears {d) 17 years 

39. A shopkeeper sells sugar at a price 4% less than cost 
price but uses a weight of 900 gms for a kilogram weight. 
Find his real gain or loss per cent 

(fl) 5% profit (b) 8% profit (c) 6% loss (d) 6gain 

40. Two equal sums were lent on 4% and 6% respectiN-e- 

ly. One loan was returned 1 ^ years earlier than the second 

one. But the amount returned for each loan was Rs 590. Find 
out the value of equal sum. 

(a) Rs500 (b) Rs400 (c) Rs450 (d) Rs600 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 . (c) 

a56f^'‘x4-’^ 


’ (4¥^' 

, 256 ^ 574 - 5 . 24 “( 256 )<' 5 «"( 16 ')»^=“ 
3. (M 4. (a) 5. (b) 

7. U 


9. (e) \0 01X1647 = 
Id- {«) 


W lo^xio" lOxld 




= 0.0254 


11. (c) 5 x3 - 4=11,11 X4 - 4 = 40.40 x 5 - 4=1%, 

1% X 6 - 4 = 1172,1172 X 7 - 4 = 82(K). 

198 is wrong. It should be 196. 

12. (b) 6+1 XI =.7,7 + 2x2--. 11,11 +3x3;.-20, 

20 + 4X4 = .36, ,36 + . IX. 5 ^61,61 + 6 
63 is wmng. It should be hi. 

13. (d) llx3 + 5 = 38,.38x.3.t5=ll9,llVX3) 3- 362, 

362 X 3 4 .5 = iwi, 1091 X 3 * 5 = 3278, 

1096 is wrong. It should be 1 (N1. 

14. (d) 18 X 2 + 7 = 43,43 X 2 + 11 -47,97X2+l.'i = 209, 

209 X 2 + 19 437,437 X 2 + 23 = 897 
435 is wrong. It should be 437. 

15. (b) 14X1 + 2= 16,16X2+ 3 = 35,35X3 + 4= 109, 

109 x 4 + 5 = 441,441 X,6 ^ 6 = 2211. 

115 is wrong. It slh)uld be 109. 

16. (c) In 80 days, work can be done by 4 men and 6 women 

In 1 day, work can be done by 320 men and 480 women 
In TG days, work can be done by 5 men and 6 women 
In 1 day, work can he dime by 350 men and 420 women 
320 men + 480 women -- 3.5t) men + 420 women 
On solving, 1 man = 2 women 
4 men + 6 women = 4X2 + 6=14 women 
4 men + 2 women = 4x2 + 2=10 women 
14 women ran do Iho work in 80 days 


10 women will do the work in 


80x14 


• = 112 days 


17. (c) 


1 man 
- x3 

2X3 
= 9 
3m«i 
3X9 


1 woman 


6 

4wtMnen 

4X6 


2 

4 boys 
4X2 
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18. («) 


19. («) 


»27;24:8 

Sum of ratios ■> 27 <f 24 + 8 « 59 
27 

3 mat's dune aX 590 ■> Rs 270 
2TO 

A's investment for 1 montii * 8000 X12 * Rs 96000 
A's investment: B's investment >5:4 
If A's investment is Rs 5 <hen B's investment« Rs 4 
If A's investment is Rs 96000 then B's investment 

«Rs 76800 

76800 

Tlnw for B's investment» * 8 months 

B came after 12 ■> 8 a 4 months from the beginning of the 
business. 

The average age of 24 students «> 14 years 10 montits 

alTSmontiis 

The average age of tite remaining students 

a 198 months 

The average age of all the students > 182 numths 
^tio a 16:4 a 4:1; Sum of ratio > 4 -f 1 > 5 


20 . ( 6 ) 


Tbtal students > X 24 = 


30 


21 . (c) 

22 . ( 6 ) 

23. (d) 


In C.P., brokerage is added 
The investment for Rs 100 stock 

alOO-20 + ia^ 

The investment read for Rs 2400 stock 

LC.M. of 6,10,15 and 18 a 2 X 3^ X 5 a 90 
Read, square no. 90 X 2 X 5 = 900 
Let tW total itKome be Rs 1(X) 

Reduced income = 100 - 20% of 100 a 80 
Inaeased inccane = 80 + 20% of Rs 80 > Rs 96 
Change in income = 100 - 96 = Rs 4 
Decrease in income = 4% 

C.P. of 1 litre of milk = Rs 5, C.P. of water = Re 0/litre 
S.P. of 1 litre of mixture * Rs 6 

C.P. of 1 litre of mixture = ^ * Rs 4 


100 + 50 


Milk 

4 


Water 

1 


24. (cl 

25. (d) ItKrease in income-tax = Decrease in net income 

23% of income-tax = 1% of net iiKome 


23 


1 


23 X income tax » net income 

a Total income - income tax 
or 24 X income lax > net inctnne 

Income tax = ■;— X net income 
24 

a X100)% of net income a 4 ^ of net income 

Rate of income tax = 4 7 % 

6 


26. (a) No. of tables' 

27. (c; 

28. (a 


TbtalS.P . 

Rate 


29. (c) 


Population befc«e 3 years 


4000 


Rate of income tax a 2 % 

If the net income (after pa^g tax) is Rs (100 - 2 ») 98 
Qten total income » Rs IOC) 


ff tile net income it Ra 343, tiien total bvoome hi 

100 . 


98 


X343-R83S0 


30. (a) 

31. («) 


For income of Rs 350, the investment a 4900 

4900x5 

For incomeof Rs 5, tie investment ■ • > 


RsTD 


31 (d) 


35. (c) 


Rel 20p lOp 5p 

Ratio of the values of coins a 5 ; 9 : 4 ; 1 

Radio of tile no. of coins >5x1:9x5:4x10:1x20 

-1;9:8:4 

Sum of ratios ai + 94-8 + 4a22 

a 

No. of 10 p coins a ^ X 3740 a 1360 

Ratio of profits a Ratio of the investments 

>3000:3250 
a 12 ; 13 

12 

A's investment > - x 10000 « Rs4800 

Let the original no. of men be X 
A.T,S16xa20(x-5) .•.xa25 

Let the SJ*. of 1 m of cloth be Re 1 
SP.aR8 44,Profit»Rsll 
C.P.aRs44-ll-Rs33 

Gam% = ^Xl00a33| 


36. (c) 

37. (b) Let the lengtii be X m 

LC.M.xH.CF. = xx|x 


3r 

Breadth = -^m 


60X4' 


3*2 


xa20 


38. (a) 


39. (d) 


40. (a) 


Loigth a20m 

Fatha's present age > 40 years 
At the time of son's birth, fatiier's age > 20 years 
son's present age > 20 years 

Before 5 years, son's age a 20 - 5 a 15 years 
Let CP. cn 1 gm a Re 1 
C.P. trfOOO gms = Rs900 

S.P. of 900 gms a 4 % less than tile C.P. erf 1000^ 
a 1000 - (1000 X a Rs 960 
Profit a 960 - 900 a Rs 60 
Profit%a^Xl00 = 6| 

V Principals and amount in botii cases are same 
SJ. in botii cases must be equal 

V P and S.I. are same in tite two cases 

Ratio of tiieir times will be the reverse of tile ratio, 
of rates 

Ratio of rates a 4 :6 a 2; 3 

Ratio of timesa 3:2; Dlfference«3—2alyear 
B die difference is 1 year, the times are 3 years and 2 
years 

3 3 

If the difference is - years, the times are 3 X - years and 
3 1 

^X2yeats or 4^ years and 3 years. 

. AwioiwtxlOO 590x100 - 

• • ioo?6^ • *® 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


The falloxmn^ questions toere set in the Combined Difmce 
Service examinatum held on the 17th October, 1993. 

We are gmtefitl to Mr hdanas Rankn Chand ofP.O, Lupssin- 
gha (Orissa) for sending us the origimu question paper. 

1. 'When used for b«tign purposes, fois is known 
simply as fertilizer. But when mixM with diesel fuel and set 
off, it has a detonation vdlocity of 1,100 m per sec.' The 
powerful tool of destruction referred to above is: 

. (a) Semtex (b) C-4 

(c) TNT (d) Anunonium Nitrate 

2. GATT headquarters are in: 

Ja) Geneva (b) The Hague 

(c) Paris (d) Washington 

3. Whidi one of the following fflms won the National 
Award for the best feature him in 1^2? 

(a) Adi ^nkaracharya ib) Bhagvad Geetha 

(c) Sargam (d) ThevarMagan 

4. "When in 1855 he was made Special Inspector of 
Schools, he opiened a number of sdiools, including girls' 
schools, in the districts under his charge- The authorities did 
not like this and he resigned his post." The social reformer 
referred to above is: 

(a) Drinkwater Bethune 

J/b) Ishwar Chandra X^dyasagar 

(c) David Hare (d) Keshab Chandra Sen 

5. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 


Ustl 



Ust n 

A. Chinaman 


1. 

Golf 

B. Fast Break 


2. 

Chess 

C. Tee 



3. 

Basketball 

D. Gambit 



4. 

Cricket 

Codes: 

A 

B 

C 

D 

/P) 

4 

3 

1 

2, 

ib) 

4 

2 

3 

1 

(c) 

1 

3 

4 

2 

(d) 

3 

2 

1 

4 


6. The gas used in the artifid^ ripening of green fmits is: 

(a) Acetylene (bl Ethane 

(c) Hydrogen w Carbon dioxide 

7. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 


Usl 1 

A. Laws of heredity 

B. Mutation tlieory 

C. DNA double hdix 

D. Natural selection 


Codes: 

A 

(a) 1 

(b) 4 




B 

3 

2 

1 

1 


C 

4 

1 

4 

3 


List IJ 

1. deVries 

2. Mendel 

3. Darwin 

4. Watson and Crick 


D 

2 

3 

3 

2 


8. Which one of the following is a permanent member 
of the Security Council of foe Unitm Nations? 

(a) Germany (b) Japan 

(c) Canada (cQ France 

9. Ibe coin rwpiii was first issued 

(a) AllauddinKhilji 

(b) Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq 

(c) SherShah (d) Akbar 


10. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly 
matched? 

Minera\ Industrial Use 

(a) Zircon Nuclear reactors 

(b) Manganese ore Dry Battery 

(c) Mica Bitching powder 

(d) Bauxite Tarming 

11, Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. Teflon and dacron are polymers 

2. Neoprene is synthetic rubber 

3. Polythene is polyethylene polymer 

4. Natural rubber is chloroprene 


Chixwe the answer from foe codes given below; 
(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 2,3 and 4 (d) 1,3 and 4 


12. European painting was introduced in the Mughal 
court by foe; 

(a) English priests (b) Portuguese priests 
(c) French priests (d) Dani^ priests 

13. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A); The Britishers referred to Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak as "foe Father of the Indian Unrest". 


Reason (R); Bal Gangadhar Tilak was the first to demand 
freedom as his brithrignt. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is foe correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

■ (b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

14. Diamond and graphite are: 

(a) isotopes (b) isomers 

(c) allotropes (d) isobars 

15. Khmer Rouge guerrillas are active in: 

(a) Laos (b) South Vietnam 

(c) Thailand (d) Cambodia 

16. The Hijra era is counted frcnn 

(a) 1.526 A.D. (b) 712 A.D. 

(c) 632A.D. 622 A.D. 

17. The States of India having common border with 
Myanmar are: 

(a) Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, Assam 

(b) Assam, Manipur, THpum, Arunadial Pradesh 
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(i^ Mi«orcm, Manipur, Nagaland, Aninachal 
Pradc^ 

(<0 Mizoram, Manipur, lir^yura, Mag^iaya 

18. Dr Banoo Coyaji figured in the news reoendy be¬ 
cause: 

(a) she %von fite Ramon Magsaysay award 
{b) she led the movement against the SardarSarovar 
project 

(c) she ppfbrmed more'than a hundred eye opera¬ 
tions in a single day in Karnataka 
(<0 she was nominated to the Rajya Sabha by the 
President 

19. The 1996 Olympics are scheduled to be held at: 

(a) Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. 

(b) Atlanta, Texas, US.A. 

(c) Atlanta, Illinois, U.S.A. 

(<0 Atlanta, Missoiui, U.S.A. 

20. Harshavardhana was defeated by; 

{a) Bhaskaravarman of Kamarupa 

(b) Devagupta of Malwa 

(c) Puiakestn II of the Chalukya dynasty 

(d) Sasanka crfGauda 

21. The sex-ratio, according to 1991 census, is: 

(fl) 929 females per 1000 males 

(b) 1021 females per 1000 males 

(c) 992 females per 1000 males 
{d) 1056 females per 1000 males 

22. Which one of the following is not a cortstitucnt of the 
National Front? 

(d) AlADMK (h) TeluguDesam 

(c) Assam Cana Parishad (d) Janata Dal (6) 

23. In which one of tlw folkiwing States the demand for 
greater autonomy for the Karbis is made? 

(a) Arunadhal Pradesh (b) Mizoram 
(f) Assam (t^ Tripura 

24. The movement that ca me to an abrupt end due to the 
Chauri Choura incident was the 

(a) Wahabi movement 

(b) Home rule movement 

(c) Non-co-operation movement 

(d) Civil discmedience movement 

25. Which of the following pairs is not correctly 
matched? 

(a) Pascal Pressure 

(b) Ampere Current 

(c) Gauss Li^t intensit)' 

(d) Newton Force 

26. Fidel Ramr» is the President of: 

(d) Argentina (b) Mexico 

(c) Indonesia (d) Philippines 

27. Which tme of the following is correctly matched? 

(d) Pneumonia Lungs 

.(6) Cataract Thyroid gland 

' (c) Jaundice Eye 

(if) Diiibetes . Uver 

28. Which one of the following is used for bleaching 
purposes? 

(d) Fluorine (b) Chlorine 

(c) Bromine (<0 Iodine 

29. The normal rate of heart beat in humari being is: 

(a) 32/minute (b) 42/minute 

(c) 62/minute (d) 72/minute 


30. T1tehfoplahrdbellianofl921bfi(dceciutin: 

(a) Assam (b) Kerala 

(c) Pun^b (<Q Wiest Bengal 

31. Which of the following are true r^ardingjhum cul¬ 
tivation in fridia? 

1. It is largely practised in Assam. 

2. It is referrra to as 'slash and bum' technique. 

3. In it, the fertility is exhausted in a few years. 
Choose the correct aiwwer from ttie codes given beiow; 

(d) 1,2and3 (b) land2 

(c) 2and3 (d) land3 

32. Temporary hardness of water is because of the 
presence of: 

(d) calcium bkaibonate (b) sodium bicaihcmate 

(c) magnesium sulphate (d) calcium carbonate 

33. Which of the following take place when the subject 
speaks untrufii while bemg tested by fife polygraph instru¬ 
ment? 

1. His blood pressure goes up 

2. His pulse quickens 

3. His skin darkens 4. He sneezes 

Select the correct answer form the codes given below: 

(d) land2 (b) 1,2and3 

(c) 2,3 and 4 (d) 3 and 4 

34. Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is 
caused by: 

(d) virus (b) bacteria 

(c) protozoa (d) fungus 

35. 'Nationalist leader; President, Indian National Gm- 
g^s, 1922; founder, Swaraj Party; popularly known as 
Deshbandhu'. This description fits: 

(d) Madan Mdian Malaviya 

(b) Styama Prasad Mcx>ker)ee 

(c) Chittaranjan Das (d) C. Rajagopaladuri 

36. Which one of the following rivers flows through 
Maharashtra and Gujarat? 

(d) Gcxlavari (b) Mahi 

(c) Tapti (d) Sabarmati 

37. Which of the following statements are true regarding 
transmission of television programmes?- 

1. Picture is transmitl^ wifo velocity (d li^t. 

2. Sound is transmitted with velocity of sourul. 

3. Sound is transmitted with velocity of li^t. 

4. Different colours of the picture are transmitted 
with different velocities. 

Select the correct aruswer from the codes given below: 

(d) 2,3 and 4 (b) 1,2 and 3 

(c) 1,3and4 (d) land3 

38. Which of the following were among the States most 
affected by floods during the monsoon season this year? 

(d) Assam, Andhra Pradesh and Punjab 

(b) Assam, Punjab and Bihar 

(c) Punjab, Kerala and Tamil Nadu 

(d) Giqarat, Oissa and Andhra Pradesh 

39. If two points are placed just on either side of the 
International Date Line, the difference in time between fiiese 
two points will approximately be: 

(a) 12 hours (b) 18 hours 

(c) 24 hours (d) nil 

40. The most modem Ittdian warship is nanted 

(a) Kangra (b) Mandakini 

(c) Tt-ishul (d) M}r90ie 
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41. Which one of the following is the cause for tfie 
earth's seasons? 

(a) Its elUpticalcnhit and varying speed of rotation 

(b) Its greater distance horn tite sun during winter 
than during siunmer 

(c) Inclination ctf its axis erf rotation to die plane of 
orbit 

(d) Variation in theamountof energy ^venoff by the 
sun 

42. Pole star is always seen at one point in the sky 
whereas othor stars are nert; this is because; 

(a) pole star is a star of our own galaxy 

(b) sun and pde star are in two opposite directi(»is 
relative to earth 

(e) pole star lies in the axis of spin of the earth 

(d) pde star rotates widr the same poriod as dre earth 

43. The earliest known Pahari paintings are from; 

(a) Guler (b) Kangra 

(c) Basholi (iQ Chamba 

44. Match List I with List 11 and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 

List 1 List II 

A. Koraput 1. Penicillin 

B. Kalamassery 2. Turbines 

C. Pimpri 3. Machine Tool 

D. Hardwar 4. Aircraft 

Codes: 

A B C D 

(a) 1 4 3 2 

(b) 4 3 1 2 

(c) 2 3 4 1 

(d) 4 2 1 3 

45. Which one of the folltnving serves as host tree for 
silkworm to produce gcxxi silk? 

(a) ranyan tree (h) Mulberry 

(c) Hibiscus (d) Chrysanthemum 

46. A committee of six Chief Ministers and a financial 
expert has been set jm to go into the question of i^lacing 
(Xhoi and 'pathkar'. Tne omy member of this committee who 
is not a Chief Minister is: 

(a) V.A. Pai Panandiker (b) Nara»mham 

(c) RajaChelliah (d) Malcom Adiseshiah 

47. Which one of the following countries was divided 
into two independent republics on the New Year Day of 1993? 

(a) Czechoslcwakia (b) Yugo^via 

(c) Albania (d) Cyprus 

48. Which one of the following statenrents is correct? 

(fl) DDT is an antiseptic (b) TNT is an insecticide 
(c) RDX is an explosive (d) LSD is a germ killer 

49. The triratnos wae stressed Iw: 

(a) Manu (b) Gaudapada 

(c) the Buddha (d) Mahavira 

50. Which one of the following is correedy matched? 

(ff) Bhavnagar West Bengal 

(b) Amravati Punjab 

{c) Ahvaye Kerala 

(a) IGikinada Orissa 

51. Who among the following was a Sunga ruler? 

(a) Bimbisara (b) Rudradaman 

(c) Gautamiputra Satakami (d) Pushyamitra 

52. Spring tides cxcur when: 

(a) the moon, the sun and the earth are in the same 


line 

(b) die moon, die sun and die eardt are at tight angle 
widi the earth at the apex 

(c) the moon is nearest to the«ardi 

(d) die moon is farthtot from die earth 

53. The roundworms can be removed frcmi the intestine 
of the man by administering 

(a) tetracycline hyoiochloride 

(b) penicillin (intramuscular) 

(c) pipanzine citrate (d) enteroquinol 

54. Who, among the following, was the recipient of 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 19927 

(a) Siantharam (b) Raj Kapoor 
(c) Bhupen Hazarika (d) Lata Mangeshkar 

55. Galvanised iron is iron-coated with: 

(a) aluminium (b) zinc 

(c) galena (d) silver 

56. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A): Air passengers sometimes feel pain in the 
ears when the plane rapidly loses height. 

Reason (R): Atmospheric pressure is larger at lower al¬ 
titudes. 

In the context of the above two statements which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

57. Purest form of iron among the following is: 

(a) steel (b) white cast iron 

(c) grey cast iron (d^^rought iron 

58. The three languages included in the Eighth Schedule 
of the Constitution by the 71st Amendment are: 

(a) Konkani, English and Manipuri 

(b) Konkani, Nepali and Maithili 

(c) Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali 

(d) Manipuri, Nepali and Dogri 

59. 'Palaeobotany' is a study of: 

(i^~fossils of botanical specimens 

(b) botanical specimens of the palaeolithic and 
neolithic ages 

.(c) the history of the earth based on botanical 
evidence 

(d) the process of reproduction in the plant kingdom 

60. The latest country to become a member of the United 
Nations is: 

(a) Azerbaijan 

(i^he former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

(c) Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(d) Kazakhstan 

61. 'Sangam literature'is: 

( 0 ) Sanskrit worksofPuranic nature dealing with th6 
sanctity of the place where toeie is a confluence 
of rivers in Pravaga 

(b) Pali literature aeaUng with the history of the Bud¬ 
dhist Samghas 

(c) early Tamil literature attributed to the first three 
centuries of the Christian era 

(d) classical Sanskrit Literature patronized by the 
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62. UJ^.F^ulatioffi Award in 1992 was given to: 

(a) Motner Teresa (b) J.R.D.1hn 

(c) Dr Karan Singh (<0 XKme of die above 

63. ITie earliest dipital of the Qiolas was: 
to) KavcrippiunpatHnam 

(b) Gangaucondacholapurani 

tof Thanjavur (d) Uraiyur 

64. Which of the foliowii^ micro'Organisins are in¬ 
volved in nitrogen BxaHon? 

1. Blue gie«i algae 2. Rhizobium 

3. Azotobacter 

Gioose the correct answer from the codes given bdow; 
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2and3 4d)'l,2and3 

65. Insat-2B was launched from: 

(a) Hassan (i^-4Courou 

(c) Thumba (d) ^iharikota 

66. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 


by using the codes given below the 


List I 

A. WtaminC 



Ustll 

1. Rickets 

B. Vitamin D 



2. Blood Coagulation 

C. Vitamin E 



3. Scurvy 

D. Vitamin K 



4. Antisterility 

Codes: 





i A 

B 

C 

D 


1 to) 1 

3 

4 

2 


1 to) 3 

1 

2 

4 


! to) 3 

1 

4 

2 


! (rf) 1 

3 

2 

4 



67. Which one of the following prefects consists of the 
Gandhi Sagar Dam, the Kota Barrage and the Rana Pratap 
Sagar Danu 

(i^'the Qiambal Project (b) The Hirakud Project 
(c) The Rajasthan Caiuii Project 
(a) The Kosi Project 

68. Which one of the following countries was in the 
news on account of clashes between its Greek and Turkish 
cenrununities? 

(a) Croatia (b) Cyprus 

(c) Comoros (d) Chad 

69. During the fermentation of sugars, the enzyme 
which converts glucose into ethyl alcohol & 

to) Invertase (b) Diastase 

(c) Zymase (<0 Maitase 

70. An example of the Nagara style of architecture is 
provided by the: 

to) Kandariya Mahadeva temple, Khajuraho 

(b) Brihadisvara temple, Thanjavur 
(cj Lingaraj temple, Bhubaneswar 

(a) Kailasanatha temple, Kandiipuram 

71. Which one of the following is a cold ocean current? 

• to) Gulf Stream (b) Labrador 

to) Kuroshio (d) Mozambique 

72. The Durrani dynasty was founded by: 

to) Ahmad Shah Abdali (b) Mursmd Quli Khan 
to) CSiinQilichKhan (d) Husain AU Khan 

73. Which one of the following is not a digestive gland? 

to) Salivary gland (b) Liver 

to) Sebaceous gland (d) Pancreas 

74. What is the decreasing orda* of foe following multi¬ 


ples and fractions? 

1. Deca 2. Kilo 

3. MilU 4, Micro 


Choose the correct answer from the codes given bdow: 
to) 2.1,3,4 to) 4.1,3,2 

to) 3,2,1,4 (d) 1,3,4,2 


75. Match List I with List 11 and sdect foe correct artswer 
by using the codes given below foe lists: 

List I List II 


(Maratha powers) 

A. Peshwa 

B. Gadnvad 
C Bhonsle 
D. Holkar 


mam) 

1. Nagpur 

2. Poona 

3. Indore 

4. Baroda 


Codes: 

A B C D 
to) 2 4 1 3 

(b) 1 3 2 4 

to) 2 4 3 1 

(d) 4 2 1 3 


ANSWERS 


1. {<0 

2. (a) GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Itade) Organisa¬ 

tion aimed at tm abolition of quota aivl the redu&on of 
tariff duties among the oontri^ng.natioiu!. GATT was 
concluded by 23 countries at Geneva in 1947 (to take effto 
on lanuary 1,1948), 

3. (b) 

4. (b) Ishwar Chander Vidyasagar (1820-1891) was mote an 

educatkmiM than a leligtous reformer. He was a profound 
Sanskrit scholar who became a professor in the San^t 
College, Calcutta in 1850, and a year later, PrindpaL He 
served also as a Special Inspector of Schools. He resigned 
from Goverranent service in 1858, but continued to advise 
infbrmaUy the Govemmort on education matters. 

"Hisloty of Freedom Movement in India" by Dtra Chand, 

Vol.2,page3$9. 

5. (a) 6. (d) 7. (c) 8. (d) 

9. (b) 10. (c) 11. (e) 

11 (b) ‘The Ojford Misery of lHdk"lnfV. Smdh, page 650^51. 


13. 

(«) 

14. 

(c) 

15. id) 

16. 

(4) 

17, 

to) 

18. 

to) 

19. (a) 

2a 

to) 

21. 

to) 

21 

to) 

23. (c) 

24. 

to) 

25. 

to) 

26. 


27. (e) 

28. 

to) 

29. 

« 

30. 

to) 

31. to) 

31 

to) 

33. 

(a) 

34. 

(a) 

35. (c) 

36. 

to) 

37. 

{<0 

38. 

to) 

39. (c) 

40. 

(d) 

41. 

(0 

41 

to) 





43. (b), (<^) end (d). “Hindu World" by Benjamm Walker, Vd.2, page 166. 

44. (b) 45. (b) 46. (c) 47. (a) 

48. (c) 49. (c) 50. (c) 51. (d) 

51 (a) 53. (c) 54. (c) 55. (b) 

56. (b) 57. (d) 58. (b) 59. (a) 

60. to) This fotmo’Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was admitted 

as the 180th member or the U.N. But, by now, San Marino, 
Nbmaco, Eritrea aiKi Andorra (a small Eunmean prin¬ 
cipality) have also been admitted as the ISlst, ICnd, 
IBM, and 184th member of the U.N. 

61. (c) 61 (b) 

63. (c) “Hindu WorU" by Benjamin Waiter, Voll.pc^ 236. 

Lalei> Rajertdra I (1012-1044) made Gangaiumda-Choiapuram 
in the THchnopoly district as his new capital. 

6i.(i0 65. (b) 66. (c) 67. (a) 

68. to) 69. to) to) 71. to) 

71 (a) 73. (d) 74. (a) 75. (a) 
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Round-up of National Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

Echoes of temple and mosque 
episode—Communal riots and ex¬ 
plosions—Reservations verdict se¬ 
quel—"creamy layer" issue—Reli¬ 
gion Bills controversy—^Party fac¬ 
tionalism galore—^Kashmir tangle— 
Naxalites' activities—India-C'hina 
Accord—Cordial ties with 

Africans—^Strains with Pakistan. 

D uring the first few months of 
the past year the Ayodhya 
temple issue was very much 
before both the Government 
and the gen^ public. The situation that 
developed after the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid, the agitations, the acts of 
lawlessness and the official pronounce¬ 
ments occupied public attention. The 
demolition of the mosaue, despite the as¬ 
surances that It would be fulllf protected, 
brought the amntry much discredit m 
the international arena. It was only after 
some months that the frayed tempers 
(aimed dawn. The prohlm remained un¬ 
solved even at the end cf the year. There 
has been a prolonged stalemate. The 
Union Government has committed itself 
to building both the temple and the 
masque Gately with the full assistance of 
religious leaders) and to prevent 

? oliticisation of the sensitive question, 
'he failure of the Jour BJP-ruled States 
to control tne law and order situation 
led to their dismissal. The Supreme 
Court Itas yet to give its final verdict in 
the case. 

Then there was the Supreme Court 
verdict on reservations. The Court, while 
ruling that the National Front 
Government's notification providmgfor 
27 per cent jcb quotas for Other Back¬ 
ward Classes (OBCs) was enforceable 
praoided the Government removed the 
economically better off people (the 
"creamy layer") from the list of 
beneficiaries. It struck down the amended 
order by which 10 per cent posts were 
reserved for other economically Ixickward 
sections who were not covered by the ex¬ 
isting reservation schemes. Tne court 
thus settled the controversial issue to 
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which political colour had been given by 
the main parties. 

Communal Riots: The communal 
riots in Bombay and adjacent areas in 
January claimed over 500 lives. These 
were followed by a stunning seriis cf 
bond) explosions in MarcJi udiich caused 
disaster in terms cf the loss cf lives and 
property. The events were believed to be a 
sequel to the Ayodhya events and 
Peucistan's manoeuvres. 

The Central Government's con¬ 
troversial "Religkm Bills" (the Constitu¬ 
tion 80th Amendment Bill and another to 
modify the Representation of the People 
Act aisigned to de-link religion from 
politics) could not be pushm through 
Parliament. They roere deferred "Jbr the 
present". The Government could not 
muster the requisite support for getting 
them passed during the monsoon session 

The internal management of the 
country, the Centre-State relations, the 
intra-party and inter-party squabbles, 
the tussles in Parliament, the cases of 
violence, flouting of democratic norms 
and practices causm much worry and 
trouvle. On several occasions, well- 
wishers, both at home and abroad, ex¬ 
pressed deep concern over the worsening 
state of affairs. There were many ci^s of 
dtsstdemce in the Congress (and in other 
political parties too); in fact the growing 
factionalism made nonsense cf ^rly dis¬ 
cipline all around. 

The separatist demands for creation 
N more new States gained momenlum. 
The Bodoland and Jharkhand problems 
remained only partially solved following 
the accord on Bodoland early in the year 
and the broad agreement on a Jharkhand 
Autonomous Council reached later. Tb 
complicate the situation, there was a 
demand for creating a new hill State com¬ 
prising the districts of Uttarkashi, 
Chamoli, Tehri-Garhwal, Paurt-Garhwal 
and Dehra Dun, in the Carhwal division, 
and Nainital, Atmora and Pithoragarh in 
the Kumaon Division. Even the Con¬ 
gress, which was not very vocal on the 
is,sue of a Mil Slate, expressed support for 
the growing plea. The BJP made the hill 
Stab: a major poll plank in U.P. 
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Terrorism in Punjab came under 
controi at long last, with most of the ac¬ 
tive milibmts eliminated in emmnters 
or othenoise. In fad, Punjab now has a 
peaceful set-up, normal democratic 
structure vrith a full-fledged State As¬ 
sembly and democratically elected 
panchayats. The holding of elections in 
various arenas rtflectedfutt credit on the : 
State administration under the overall i 
charge of the Congress. The Akalis 
sermm nowhere in the picture b&xtuse of ' 
their mtemal split. The police forces are 
in full (vntrd of the law and order situa- \ 
turn. 

Kashmir Tangle: In Kashmir, 
however, the situation during the past 
year contmued to be serious and highly 
disconcerting, with the militants, active¬ 
ly backed by Pakistan, causing havoc in 
the Valley, creating panic and hampf'ring 
the administration beyond measure 
There were kidnapfiings, explosions and 
assassinatwns. Divpitc the frequent rein- 
forcemetUs of Indian security personnel, 
the militants continue to sneak into the 
Valley and resort to acts of lawlessness 
Although some Central Ministers an¬ 
nounce every noio and then that elec¬ 
tions in the J & K would be held 'very 
soon' and a parliamentary set-up tmsi^ 
on popular rule, re-cstablished, the plans 
could not he implemented and had to be 
repeatedly shelved The stalemate con¬ 
tinues. 

On October 29 the US Administra¬ 
tion threw a virtual "bombshell" by an¬ 
nouncing (through a relatively junior 
offwud) that it regarded Kashmir as “a 
mjfuted territory' and that it did not 
re(x>gnise the 1947 Instrument of Acces¬ 
sion by which the State became a part of 
India. IrMia reacted strongly to the move. 
There was no basis for the US action, 
which was in effect a ^litkal manoeuvre. 
Official spokesmen taler tried to explain 
away the statement but the mischief had 
been done since the statement was made 
when the Hazratbal shnne episode was in 
progress. The US assured that there xoas 
no diunge in its stand on Kashmir. 

A notable development during the 
year xoas the finding (ffforeign militants, 
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tan and belon^Hg to at six 
countries, f^htms agaimt Ow Indian 
security forces in the Valley. The 
foreign tnercenarm are veterans in the 
art of proxy vtar. India has several 
times o^ed to hold talks with Pakis¬ 
tan an Kaidmir so as to settle the issue 
in the spirit of the Skimla Agreement of 
1972, but because of the virtual refitsal 
of Islamabad fo stop its subversive ac- 
tixrities and continued interference in 
India's affairs, the situation has 
remained unchanged. 

Naxalites' Activity: The lawless 
activities of the Naoailites, especMly in 
Andhra Pradesh, continued: The ex¬ 
tremists resorted to burning of railway 
stations, oixasional assassinations arid 
acts cf disorder in the rural areas. Three 
major Naxalite organisations combined 
atui became active in certain university 
campuses so as to establish contacts 
among the students. Thar attempt xoas to 
emerge as a political force. A Naxalite 
wing even toc^ a step towards parliamen¬ 
tary democracy by participating in tlw 
Assembly elections held in November 
last. 

The Chief Election Commissioner 
was much in the news during the past 

r tr, first because cf the arbitrary orders 
issued, cancellirig or postponing some 
elections, then because of the impmeh- 
ment proceedings against him in Parliament, 
and, thirdly, baxme of the deep resentment 
heshowed mvarkm wm/s ((hstructhn in the 
fimetioning of ECs, etc) when the Election 
Commissm was enlargied to three members 
JNlowing a Presvkntial ordinance erfarced 
from OOober 1,1993. 

Foreign Relations: The mast 
notable development in the foreign arena 
was the Inaia-China accord signed 
during Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao's visit to Beijing (Sept 6 to 9, 
1993). It was a landmark in the rela¬ 
tions between the two giant countries; 
it generated goodwill and set the .stage 
for peaceful resolution of the complex 
border issue. The two sides agreed not 
to use force to settle the dispute but to 
resort to consultations in a spirit of 
cordiality. Hotvever, there was no shift- 
ing of ground or yielding of territory by 
either Country. 

IndiorRu^ relations remained car- 
dial and the contacts made during Presi¬ 
dent Bora Yeltsin's visit to New Delhi 
early in die year, proved very usfful. T7ic 


talks were Mlowed by vaits by sevend 
Russian trials dming with various 
subjects, including trade, commerce, 
spaix ventures and teckniad fields. 

The relations with the US were 
marked by ups ami downs. There were 
several cases of US pressures on India 
(NPT, trade, copyright, cryogenic en¬ 
gines) and (f attempts at arm-twisting. 
India, however, did not accept the 
demands of the US Administration and 
mostly stuck to her independent 
policies. 

India's relations with West Asian 
countries, including Israel and Palestine, 
Egypt and also wim Iran, were fiieridly. 
Iran, Kuwait and Turkey backed India on 
the Kashmir issue and n^otiated trade 
and teclptology deeds. 

India-Bangladesh relations re¬ 
mained unchanged, with the latter 
country's Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia trying to raise the river waters 
issue at international fora, including 
the UN. Many of the misunderstand¬ 
ings were later removed, though part¬ 
ly, following consultations and 
clarifications. 

During the year India established 
friendly ties with South Africa and lifted 
llw economic sanctions imposed against 
that country-decades ago. Top-level 
visits exchanged with several African 
countries. 

There was no notable change in the 
relations with Sri Lanka, Afgwnistan, 
and other adjacent countries. With Iran 
there were friendly contacts and ex¬ 
change of V.I.P. visits. 

With Pakistan the usual tensions 
and misunderstandings continued be¬ 
cause of Islamabad's obstinacy and basic 
hostility towards this country. Pakistan 
has failed to implement the assurances 
it gave on several occasions and 
repeatedly tried to internationalise cer¬ 
tain bilateral issues. India has extended 
the hand of friendship to Ms Benazir 
Bhutto, Pakistan's new Prime Mini¬ 
ster, but s/tc has repeatedly harped on 
the Kashmir question and even sought , 
withdrawal of Indian forces from the 
Valley. The harping on Kashmir is evi¬ 
dently under domesttc presssures in 
her country. 

India amfirmed her cordial relatwns 
with Britain through an Extradition 
Treaty, an accord on the seizure of 
terrorists' assets to dwek the menace 
posed by the militants. 


DdtufUs cfNotfAU Bomts 
"MISUSE^ (X RELIGION 

uring and after die Ayod> 
hya episode in Noveiwer, 
1992, and almost 
dirouehout 1993, the entiie 
question of a fink between religitm 
and politics was very mudi before 
the Administration and the public. 
The Prime Minister, Mr Naradmha 
Rao, contended on various occasions 
diat religion was being misused for 
political ends. He alleged that the 6[fP 
was “addicted" to mixing religion 
widi politics fdiowing its success in 
the previous two Parliament elec¬ 
tions. He urged die sainte and others 
to save religion from die "onslaught 
of politics". Mr Rao maintained mat 
the BJP had increased its strength 
from two in die Lok Sabha in 1984 to 
88 in 1980 and 119 in 1991 only 
through the "unethical and 
unconstituticmal" means of using the 
name of Lord Ram. 

However on November 18, ad¬ 
dressing an election meeting at 
Gwalior, the Prime Minister argued 
that ^odhya had ceased to be an 
issue. The exploitation of religion, ac¬ 
cording to him, had done much 
damage to die country. Religion and 

[ lolitics should therefore be de- 
inked. The Government has been 
hying to achieve diat aim in the na¬ 
tional interest. 

ELECTIONS IN EAST 
INDIA 

he Congress scored notable 
victex-ies in the elections held 
in February, 1993, for the 60- 
member State Assemblies of 
Nagaland and Meghalaya. The Con¬ 
gress emerged as die largest part)’ 
with 24 seats in Meghalaya. The 
deficit was made up by eight inde¬ 
pendents who lent theu’ swport to 
the Congress. Mr Selsang C. Marak 
became die new Chief Minister. 

The CPM-led Left Front-Janata 
Dal Alliance swept the Tripura polls 
held on April 3, capturing over two- 
thirds mtoority in tne 60-member As¬ 
sembly. The Congress-TUJ combine 
fared poorly and was ousted from 
office after a gap of about five years, 
its regime was unpopular and inef¬ 
fective; besides, mere were aliega- 
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tions of corruption against ttie minis¬ 
try. TTifi final tally was CP(M) 44, 
Cote (I) 10, RSP 4 Forward Bloc 1, 
Hill People's Party 1, TUJS-1. Mr 
' De^uafit Deb became the new Chief 
Minister. Tripura has been a stron- 
^old erf the CPM ever since it was 
formed; the five-year Congress rule 
was an exceptiem. 

CPM victory in W. Bengal: 
Conforming to expectations, the 
CPM scored a landslide victoiy in die 
West Bengal pandKayat elections held 
in May. Ine Congress came second, 
and me BJP emerged as the third 
'force. The CPM alone bagged 8,957 of 
the 15,162 seats in gram pandiayats. 
The Forward Noe secured 292 seats, 
foUowed by RSP242 and CPI 205. The 
opposition Congress got 4139 seats 
while the BJP bagg^^2 seats. The 
Independents, including the 
Jharkhand Party, secured 544 seats. 

The CPM maintained its un¬ 
disputed suprema^ in the 
countryside but its influence in the 
luban areas declined somewhat A 
sigidficant aspect of foe polling was 
the lar^scale participation of 
women. Keservation of one-third of 
foe seats for foem created a new wave 
of enfousiasm among village women 
who came forward to take part in foe 
rural administration. 

The Marxists, who have been in 
power for about 15 years, have done 
a lot for the people and also instilled 
a sense of self-respect among foem. 

Cori^ss setbacks in lty-elec> 
tions: The Congress suffered major 
sefoacks in foe by-elections to foe two 
Lok Sabha ana 16 Assembly con¬ 
stituencies held on May 19,1993. The 
elections were spread over seven 
States—from Punjab in the norfo to 
Karnataka in foe south, and Orissa in 
foe east to Gujarat in the west. 

The Congress scored a notable 
victory in the Lok Sabha poll from 
Jalanahar, where its nominee, Mr 
Umrao Singh, a Punjab Minister, 
won by a foumping margin of over 
one lakh votes over his nearest 
Akali Dal (Badal) rival. But the 
Pafoa Lok Sabha seat was won by 
the Janata Dal candidate with a big 
margin of 150-lakh votes over his 
nearest BJP rival. 

Of foe 16 Asseihbly by-elections, 
foe most agnificant results were from 


Gujarat foe E(JP won four and foe 
Congms two, in Andhra Pradesh foe 
Congress lost foe by-diections fiom 
both Kaikalur anci Kovur to foe 
Telugu Desam. In Narwana 
(Hatyatui) foe former Chi^ Minister, 
Mr Om Prakash Chautala (S^fP) won 
foe dectiem comfortably wresting foe 
seat from the Congress. 

SPURT IN VIOLENCE 

urir^ 1993 massacres of in¬ 
nocent people by militants, 
and renewed insuttent ac¬ 
tivity in foe Norfo-Bastern 
States, were reported. In fact, in¬ 
tense insurgent violence turned foe 
sub-Hinuilayan region into a virtual 
killing field where underground 
outfits wielding modem arms 
operate with impunity. 

The escalating violence in the 
seven N.-E. States was a sequel to 
attacks by security men and counter¬ 
attacks, factionatem among groups 
following splits, and ethnic violence. 
The educated but largely un¬ 
employed youth in the States suffer¬ 
ing imbalanced development and 
perceived step-motherly attitude of 
foe Centre, provided the gunpow¬ 
der for foe teily battles, according 
to reports which simgest a war on 
unemployment as foe only lasting 
solution. 

The Nagaland Chief Minister, 
Mr S.C. Jamir, confirmed the fre¬ 
quent bloody skirmishes between 
various underground groups in foe 
State. The Manipur Chief Mini¬ 
ster demanded more forces while 
counter-insurgency experts have 
called for a sustained plan to 
generate more jobs «. and 
rationalise the development 
process. 

Among a dozoi odd armed out¬ 
fits, foe two factions of foe National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland wield 
overwhelming fire-power. Other 
rominent groups include foe 
eople's Liberation Army, United 
Liberation Front, Revolutionary 
People's Front, People's Republican 
Army of Manipur, factions of United 
liberation Front (rf Assam (ULFA), 
Bodo Security Force (BSF), National 
Liberation Frcmt of Tripura (NLFT) 
and foe All-lripura Hger Force. Some 
insurgent groups have come to 
power electoraliy in some of the 



States after coming oveijfpoufid>i^ 
the NSCN, the remafoing ULFA 
PL A groups continue to be 
banned. ^ 

The tribal Kidd-Naga ethnic ebsh 
has claimed scores of Um hi daity at¬ 
tacks and counteivattadcs. Meanttmilev 
in Amam foe much-touted surrender 
of 3347 ULFA men brought aboitt by 
foe Saitda Government did not have 
the desired effect. While a majority of 
the banned group came overground, 
the 500-strong terdcore etoments 
still operate at large. The dichards 
led by its "commander-inrdiief and 
chairman" operate from their base in' 
Bangladesh. 


nRST EVER 
IMPEACHMENT 


O n May 11 foe country wit¬ 
nessed an unprecedented 
impeachment when a sit¬ 
ting judge of the Supreme 
Court Mr V. Ramaswamj, who had 
been much in the news for rruiny 
monfos, was hauled up in foe Lok 
Sabha following^an opposition-spon¬ 
sored motion. The motion failed for 
want of the requisite majority be¬ 
cause the Congress decided to 
abstain from voting. There were 196 
votes in favour, none against and 205 
abstentions. 


A Congress spokesman ex¬ 
plained that foe parly abstained in 
the "interest of fairness, objectivity 
and caution" as it felt the penalty of 
removal by impeachment was '^ex¬ 
cessive and disproportionate to the 
acts on foe part of justice Ramas- 
wami and mat Parliament should 
avoid this extreme step". The im¬ 
peachment process against Mr 
Ramaswami on various charges of 
financial misconduct during his 
tenure as Chief Justice of foe Ptmjab 
and Hatyana High Court betwenr 
1987 and 1989 thus came to an end. 
The three-judge committee of the 
Supreme Court, which was ap¬ 
pointed to enquire into the charges, 
recorded how justice Ramaswami 
"misused" his official authorito in a 
"habitual and wilful manner'. The 
committee found him guilty of 
"moral tutyritude" and considered 
him "unfit" for any judicial ap¬ 
pointment. 
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COMMISSION 

VERDICT 

S aroni d^iencies were found 
by foe Verma Commission ap¬ 
pointed to enquire into foe as¬ 
sassination of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi/ in foe country's securi^ sys- 
toxh. the Commission stzonely in¬ 
dicted foe Centre, the fotelHgence 
Bureau (IB) and foe Tamil Nadu 
police for failure to provide 
proximate security" to Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi leading to his assassination 
by a human bomb at Sriperum- 
budur on May 21,1991. The report 
chastised the Congress workers and 
organisers of the fateful election 
meeting for not cooperating with 
the police and creating impedi¬ 
ments in making proper security ar¬ 
rangements there. 

The Commission, headed by 
justice J.S. Verma, recommended 
several measures to remove the 
shortcomings. It observed that the 
lessons of Mr Rajiv Gandhi's assas¬ 
sination had still not been learnt 
and some weaknesses had been 
noticed in the security arrange¬ 
ments for P.V. Narasimha Rao. 'The 
Commission proposed suitable 
guidelines in organising VIP 
programmes in consultation with 
major political parties. Among the 
other recommendations were set¬ 
ting up of a special security force 
in all States to provide security to 
VIPs, further improvement of 
State intelligence agencies and 
special arrangements to provide 
security cover to political leaders 
during elections. 

BAN ON RSS 

he Supreme Court declined 
early in July, 1993, to stay the 
order of the Bahri Tribunal 
which on June 4 had struck 
down foe ban on the RSS and the 
Bajrang Dal and upheld foe Govern¬ 
ment notification outlawing the VHP. 
The tribunal held that while there were 
sufodent grounds for banning the 
VHP, such ^unds did not exist for 
declaring the RSS and the Bajrang 
Dal unlawful organisations. 

The Government had set up two 
tribunals on Jantrary 5,1993, headed 
W sitting judges of the Delhi High 
efourt to hear petitions from the five 


organisatiofis banned in foe wake of 
foe Ayodhya inddents. While Mr Jus¬ 
tice PJC. Bahri was to hear references 
^ foe RSS, foe VHP and the Bajrang 
C«I, Mr [usttce P.N. Nag was to hear 
foe pleas of foe Jamaat-i-lslami and 
foe blamic Sevak Sang^ 

The BjP has demanded foat all its 
four State governments (in MP, U.P., 
H.P. and lujasthan), dismiss^ for 
their connection with foe RSS, be 
reinstated as foe Bahri Tribunal had 
strode down foe bah on foe o^misa- 
tion. Calling it a "landmark ^dge- 
ment in juoidal history", Nu L.K. 
Advani said foe Government should 
"make immediate amends for the 
series of crimes it committed against 
foe Constitution in December, 1992. 
The P.N. Nag tribunal upheld foe ban 
oh foe Islamic Sevak Sangh (1%). 

RIGHT TO LIFE & 
LIVELIHOOD 

n yet another significant judge¬ 
ment, the Supreme Court on July 
1, 1993, ruled that the Right to 
Life (Art 21) includes the right to 
livelihood. Arbitrary dismissal of an 
employee after paying him one 
month^s salary in lieu dP statutory 
notice period has been held as viola¬ 
tive of the Constitutional rights 
guaranteed under Articles 14 and 21. 

The order of tenniiuition of ser¬ 
vices of an employee jeopardises 
"not only his livelihood but also the 
career and livelihood of his depend¬ 
ents", observed a three-judge bench 
of the court. A reasonable'oppor¬ 
tunity must be given to the aneefed 
employee to put forth his case and 
an enquiry should be held "c(»nply- 
ing with the principles of natural 
justice". It may be recalled foat two 
years ago a Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court had quashed foe ter¬ 
mination notice issued against some 
employees on the ground that they 
haa b^n denied natural jistice. 

KASHMIR—MORE 
TERRORIST ACTIVITY 

espite dll the security and 
anti-militant measures 
taken by foe Unim Govern¬ 
ment and the State 
aufooriti^, terrorist and other dis¬ 
ruptive activity continued in foe 
Kj»hnur Valley and some adjdning 





ana«. TlKe fear of foe militants' gun 
prevailed daring foe greater part of 
foe year. 

Indian spokesmen stated in 
Washingtem and at various interna¬ 
tional Ccmfnences foat J A K had been 
experiencing an mciemally aided 
proxy war m massive dimensions 
since 1989, There were over 100 
militant outfits, urtlvely assisted by 
Pakistan, which had done its worst to 
dislocate the administration in the 
State and incite foe people not to ac¬ 
cept the rule of New Delhi. 

On Match 1,1993, India's Parlia¬ 
ment approved foe statutory resolu¬ 
tion extending President's rule in fo« 
State for another period of six monfos 
from March 3,1993. The Union fforne 
Minister declared foat foe Govern¬ 
ment would hdd free and fair elec- 
timis in foe troubled State soon. But 
foe Government's plan again went 
awry as a result of the frequent acts of 
terrorism and other activ% in foe 
State. President's rule was again ex¬ 
tended from October, 1993, onw&rds. 

Every now and then during 199$" 
Union Ministers and ofoers made 
assertions to foe efiect foat "normal¬ 
cy would return to the Stete wifoin 
six memfos". The latest such assertion 
was made by the J & K Director- 
General of Police who expressed op¬ 
timism on October 14, 1993, that 
normalcy would return and foe fear 
of the gun would vanish in foe Valley. 
But tmse hopes have remained un¬ 
fulfilled. 

ForrigpaTciioristoinJ&K: Asa 
result of infiltration arranged by 
Pakistan, fliere were over 2300 Pakis¬ 
tan traii^ foreign nwreenaries from 
at least sbe countries fighting against 
the Indian security forces in foe Kash¬ 
mir Valley in November 1993, accord¬ 
ing to Border Security Force (BS’) 
chief. 'These mercenaty terrorists are 
equipped with heavy firepower and 
can even blow up helicopters and 
aircraft." 

They have been briefed, in¬ 
doctrinated, armed and trained Iw 
foe Inter-Services Intelligence (19). 
During the second haltf m 1993 foe 
BSF alone killed 20 foreign mer¬ 
cenaries and cau^t five who were 
working as "guest scridiets" of Ka^- 
mir militants. The break-up of foe 
fore^ ultras killed or cav^t by the 
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BSF in Kashmir is: Afghanis (12 
killed, one apprehended), Egyptian 
one killed), L»anese (one arreted) 
and Pakistanis (five killed, two ar- 
ijpsted). The nationalities of two other 
-foreigners killed could not be ascer> 
tained. 

More than 75 foreign terrorists 
have so far been killed in Kashmir by 
the security forces. These foreign 
mercenaries were "veterans in the art 
of proxy war". The trend started 
early in 1993 and these "footloose 
soldiers" were now spread far and 
wide in the Kashmir Valley. Only two 
months ago, a former bo^^ard of 
Afghan Prime Minuter Giubuddin 
Hwtnatyar was killed during an en¬ 
counter with the security forces in the 
ajmle belt of St^re. Home Minister 
S.D. Chavan had earlier stated that 
the Government was aware of the in¬ 
duction of foreign ultras in the Valley 
and maintained that the Indian 
Government was in touch witii the 
countries conconed. 

POLITICAL KILLINGS 
GALORE 

T |he latest assessments show 
that despite the advance in 
civilisation and the frequent 
pleas by Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional, abuse of human rights, includ¬ 
ing political killings by democratic 
governments, have been increasing 
in the 1990s. Governments profess 
commitment to a New Worlcl Order 
and establish institutions to protect 
human rights but security forces 
have been carrying out thousands of 
"disappearances" and political mur¬ 
ders. This is stated in a new report 
published by Amnesty International 
titled "Getting Away with Murder, 
Political Killings and 
Disappearances". 

Amnesty insists that the New 
World Order will be fatally flawed if 
adequate attention is not paid to the 
fact that governments lie about the 
level of human rights protection. This 
report contains several examples of 
human righits abuse in countries of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America, pres¬ 
sure from human rights activists 
leads some governments like India to 
camouflage the circumstances of 
death of known political exponents. 
The report states that deliberate 


killings axe a matter of policy fo some 
Indian States. The evidence for this is 
the ordar issued in August, 1989, by 
the Director-General of Police in Pun¬ 
jab to all District Superintendents of 
Police in die State. It included a list of 
53 people and specified "rewards for 
the apprehension or liquidation of 
wantM terrorists or extremists". 

Militants' misdeeds: Amnesty 
International acknowledges that 
nationalist and secessionist groups 
are increasingly using violent means 
to challenge the power of the govern¬ 
ment. In India, such groups have 
committed numerous human rights 
abuses in many States, including 
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab and 
Andhra Pradesh. In Punjab, armed 
separatists have deliberately killed 
diousands of civilians. They have 
dragged Hindus from trains and mas¬ 
sacred them. In Jammu and K^hmir, 
civilians have bem taken hostages, and 
captured and killed, women have been 
raped in their custody. In Andhra 
Pradesh, they have killed or mutilated 
alleged "informers". 

In an international climate which 
is emphasising human rights issues. 
Amnesty says that governments in¬ 
creasingly tell lies and produce false 
statistics to cover up mass murders. 
Thedoakof "iawana order" is to com¬ 
pensate for die lack of accountability. 

■tiUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION 

o meet the persistent com¬ 
plaints of violations of basic 
human rights in certain parts 
of the country, the Union 
Government announced, through an 
ordinance early in October, 1993, the 
formation of a full-fledged Commis¬ 
sion on Human Rights, along with 
special Human Rights courts. The 8- 
member Commission is headed by a 
former Ctaei Justice of India. It has its 
headquarters in the Capital and with 
the permission of the Central Govern¬ 
ment, plans to establi^ offices in other 
places. 

The other members of the NHRC 
are a sitting or a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court, a serving or a 
retired Chief Justice of a High 
Court, two prominent persons 
having knowledge of, or practical 
experiOTce in, the sphere of human 


r^ti and die diairpm^ thf Na¬ 
tional Commissions for Minorities, 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes and Women. The appointmoits 
are made bjf the Pr^ident the 
reemnmendations of a committee 
headed by tiie Prime Minister. 

The NHRC has been directed to 
inquire into complaints of violation 
of human rights or abetmoit thereerf, 
or negligence in the preventiem of 
such violation by a public servant. 
The commission has its own inves¬ 
tigating staff besides the powers to 
seek the assistence of central agencies 
and those in the States while inquir¬ 
ing into complaints of human rights 
violations relating to life, liberty, 
equality and dignity of an individual 
as guaranteed by the Constitution or 
embodied in international 
covenants. The NHRC is required to 
review the factors, including acts oi 
terrorism, that inhibit exercise oi 
one's rights. 

QUOTA FOR POOR 
CASTES 

he "creamy layer" controver¬ 
sy and the tendency to in¬ 
crease job reservations still 
further has led to several 
notable government pronounce¬ 
ments. Recently, while visiting Luck¬ 
now, the Union Welfare Minister, Mr 
Sitaram Kesri, said the Central 
Government would soon announce 
reservations for the economically 
backward among the upper castes, 
irrespective of the Supreme Courl 
directive that reservation should nol 
exceed 50 per cent. The Unior 
government has been examining 
whether it was within the purview oi 
the Supreme Court to fix a limit for 
reservations. Some legal experts, whe 
were consulted on the issue, told the 
Government that it was not within thr 
Supreme Court's jurisdiction to tix a 
limit for reservation. 

If this was so, then there would 
be no problem and the Govemmeni 
would soon issue an executive 
order announcing reservations foi 
the economically deprived among 
the i^per castes. But even if it was 
within the purview of (he Supreme 
Court to fbc a limit for res«rvations. 
The Government would take neces¬ 
sary measures to provide for reser- 
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v«tionsfc»rthis category, did not rule 
Old a Constitution amendment or is* 
suing of an ordinance in this connec¬ 
tion. 

ORDINANCE FOR 
CONSUMERS 

n ordinance, incoi^rating 
the wholesome chaises in 
the Consumer Protection 
Act, was issued by the 
President of India on June 21 adding 
a new dimension to the law designed 
to prc^i^ the interests of the people. 
Later, a full-scale law on d\e sumect 
was enacted by Parliament. The 
measure was designed to give boost 
to the consumer movement in the 
country. The salient features of the 
law are: (1) To enlarge the scope of the 
Act so as to enable the consumers 
to file complaints in respect of 
goods which will be hazardous to 
life and safety when used, (2) To 
file complaints relating to restric¬ 
tive trade practices adopted by a 
trader; ( 3 ) To enable self- 
employed consumers to file com¬ 
plaints before the redressal 
agencies where goods bought by 
them for earning their livelihood 
suffer from any defect; (4) To add 
"services" relating to housing 
constructions within the purview 
of the Act; (5) To confer aclditionai 
owers on the redressal agencies 
y way of awarding costs to the 
parties for ordering removal of 
defects or deficiency from the ser¬ 
vices. 

POLL COMMISSION 
ENLARGED 

long-overdue reform to 
prevent arbitrary use of the 
wide powers conferred on 
the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner by the Constitution was ef¬ 
fected through an ordinance on 
October 1, W3. Two more Election 
Commissioners were appointed—Mr 
M3. GiU, IAS and Mr G.V. G. Krish- 
namurthy, former member of the 
Law Commission. This move cur¬ 
tailed the powers of Mr T.N. Seshan, 
C.E.C., since all the three Election 
Commissioners were given equal 
powers. The CEC and other Election 
Commissioneis (Conditions of Ser¬ 
vice) Ordinance amended the 1991 
Act Incases of difference of opinion 


dte majority view would prevail. 

The new Election Commis¬ 
sioners were placed at par with the 
CEC and Supreme Court judges. 
They have the status of Cabinet Min¬ 
isters. The Government's decision 
came in the wake of the hequent con¬ 
troversies arising from Mr Seshan's 
arbitrary orders cancelling or 
postponing elections at will and his 
tendency to assume powers which 
in effect thwarted the electoral 
process, causing a setback to 
democracy itself. More than once, 
demands were made by several 
political parties for impeachment of 
Mr Seshan. 

But sharp diHerences arose be¬ 
tween Mr Seshan and the two new 
Commissioners, with the result that 
the enlarged commissiem could not 
function smoodily. 

INDIA WELCOMES 
N-TEST MORATORIUM 

S ince the U.S. and Russian an¬ 
nouncements that they would 
defer, for the. present, ail 
nuclear testing programmes 
were in line widi India's own policies 
in this arena. New Ddhi sp>okcsman 
hailed the leading western countries' 
gesture. The US and Russia, and pos¬ 
sibly England and France, resolved 
not to carry out any nuclear tests 
until September, 1994, India has 
repeatedly reiterated its commit¬ 
ment to strive for a cooperative 
world order based on a truly non- 
discriminatory non-proliferation 
arrangement, and of course disar¬ 
mament. Since 1954, India has con¬ 
sistently urged cessation of nuclear 
weapon-testing and discontinuance 
of production and stockpiling of 
nuclear weapons in order to impart 
a notable impetus to nuclear disar¬ 
mament. 

At the UN General Assembly ses¬ 
sion in 1988, the late Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
had underlined the urgency of im¬ 
posing a moratorium on testing of all 
nuclear weapons and initiating 
negotiations for a full-scale test ban 
treaty. Such a treaty, it is agreed, 
would go a long way in arresting the 
nuclear weapons race and stimping 
the development of more leth^ 
weapons around the world. A 




universal teeeze on future devdop- 
ment and deploynvent of nuclear 
weapons would also Irelp materially 
in tills ^Id. 

French Nuclear Fuel: India's 
nuclear energy plans will be serious¬ 
ly affected if France stops the supply 
of nuclear fuel, as it afmarentiy in¬ 
tends to do. On July 7, 1993, the 
French authorities announced tiiat 
they had decided to stop tiie siqiply 
of such fuel to India. So far hidia fute 
declined to submit its atomic instella- 
tirms and plants to a tiiorou^ IAEA 
inspection, although the country's 
nuclear plans are entirely and un¬ 
questionably designed hr peaceful 
purposes and the country has no in¬ 
tention whatever to go in for 
manufacturing nuclear weapons of 
any kind. 

4 m.p,8 disqualified 

A pplying the Anti-ddeebon 
law once again in a long 
awaited decision on June 1, 
the Lok Sabha Speaker dis¬ 
qualified four Janata Dal members 
of Parliament while giving official 
recognition to the Ajit Singh 
group as a separate entity. The 
group split at the time of voting on 
the no-confidence motion against 
Mr Narasimha Rao's ministry. The 
Speaker clarified that the political 
arties had no right to expel mem- 
ers from the legislative party. He 
dismissed petitions by Mr V.P. 
Singh and Mt Srikant Jena, JD 
leaders, stating that the constitu¬ 
tional status of a member inside 
the legislature could not be taken 
away by expulsion from a political 
party. 

The Speaker ruled that all the 
defecting members were sitting 
membere of the Lok Sabha on August 
7, 1992 the day they separated, and 
tiierefore, tiie faction nrentirers were 
one-third of the 59-nwmber Janata 
Dal parliamentary party. He r^red 
to the flaws in tiie Anti-defection law 
and stressed the need for removing 
the loopholes whidi had been ex¬ 
ploited by certain political parties. 
The aim of curbing unprincipled 
defections had not been fully 
achieved. 
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E.C VERDICT ON 
UNSECULAR PARTIES 


T he Election Commission 
ruled diat a political psa^ 
which has violated its 
statutory commitment to 
secularism, can be banned under dte 
Unlawful Activities (Pteventicm) Act, 
1967. The Central Govenunent has a 
"responsibility" to declare such a 
party unlawful. The party will conse¬ 
quently be de-rKistered as it "shall 
cease to exist in the eyes of die law". 

The commission laid down this ■ 
principle on jpetitions seeking de- 
registration of die Bharatiya Janata 
Party following Mr L.K. Advani's 
Radi Yatra from Somnath to Ayod- 
hya. 

BODO ACCORD 
SIGNED 


A n accord was signed on 
February 20,1993, between 
the Government of Assam 
and the All-Bodo Students 
Union (ABSU) on creation of a 
Bodoland Autonomous Council with 
le^lativc powers. It was hoped that 
this would settle the six-year old 
Bodo ethnic issue. The accord en¬ 
visages setting up of an autonomous 
adni^trative structure within the 
State of Assam. The new body wiD 
have control over 38 subjects, includ¬ 
ing education and socio-economic 
development. But it will not have any,^ 
say in matters relating to law and 
order. The council will have 40 mem¬ 
bers, of which 35 will be directly 
elected and five will be nominated by 
the Governor of Assam. 

The autonomous territory will 
cover at least 2000 villages inhabited 
by plains tribals. It will stretch from 
the Sankosh river in Dhubti district to 
the Panchnoi river in Darrang dis¬ 
trict. Those villages have be^ in¬ 
cluded which have a tribal 
population of more than 50 per cent. 
However, the setdement fell far short 
of die original demand for a separate 
State of B^oland. 


New Hill State Demand: There 
has been growing support for a 
separate hill State conmrising the dis¬ 
tal of Uttarkashi, C^mou, Tehri- 
Gaxhwal, Pauri-Garhwal and Dehra 
Dun in die Garhwal division and 


Nainital, Almora and Fithoragaih in 
die Kumaon division. In a backward 
and a political area, the elimination of 
poverty and development of the 
region are the main arguments being 
offered 1^ the protagonists of a 
separate State. Even ^ Congress, 
which had been silent on the issue, is 
now considering giving autonomy to 
the U.P. hills. The BJP made the 
separate hill State its main plank for 
the next elections, hijacking it bom its 
original proponent, the Uttarakhand 
Kranti Dal (UKD). The small Muslim 
minority who is confined to certain 

R ockets in sparsely populated vil- 
tges, feels concerned over the 
proposed hill State. 


INDIA-CHINA ACCORD 

I ndia and China signed an agree¬ 
ment during Prime Minister 
Narasiftiha FSo's visit to Beijing 
(Sept 6 to 9, 1993). It was a 
landmark in the relations between 
the two countries; it generated good¬ 
will and set the stage for peaceful 
resolution of die vexed and conten¬ 
tious border issue. The two countries 
have reiterated their commitment to 
resolve the question through consult¬ 
ations. Neither side will use force or 
threaten the use of force against the 
other. The respective positions of the 
two sides are unaffected. Thus the 
status quo on the border remains un¬ 
altered. 

There is still no agreed border be¬ 
tween India and China. The Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) is neither 
marked on a map nor on the ground. 
What the new agreement did was to 
begin the process of defining a 
mutually accepted Line of Control 
without prdudice to the claims of the 
two sides. The accord is de.signed to 
ensure peace and tranquility on the 
frontier even while the two sides 
negotiate die final settlement which 
will define die international border. It 
is a measured, pragmatic step to 
promote mutual confidence and 
political understanding. 

Each country will keep its 
military forces in die areas along the 
LAC to a minimum level compatible 
widi friendly relations. The two-sides 
apee to reduce their military forces 
along the Line in conformity with the 
requirements of security and ceilings 
to be mutually agreed. 


BANGLADESH 
ASSAILS INDIA 


F louting the understanding 
that bilateral disputes would 
be settled through negotia¬ 
tions in a friendly spirit, die 
Bangladesh Prime Minister, Be^m 
Khaleda 2Ua, launched a virtual trade 
against India on the river waters 
issue. In effect she tried to inter¬ 
nationalise the issue by raising it in 
her address to the U.N. General As¬ 
sembly, and also in an interview in 
die third week of Octobeiv 1993. 9ie 
ur^ die international community to 
hep resolve the water dilute. ^ al¬ 
leged that India had denied adequate 
water to Bangladesh several parts of 
which, accoraing to her, had been 
"ruined". The fact is that Dhaka has 
not given due attention to the Indian 
pro^sals for solving the problem of 
sharing the river waters. A major dif¬ 
ficulty is the acute drop in the river 
flow during the lean season. 


FEWER RESOURCES 
FOR STATES 

I n September, 1993, the Union 
Finance Ministry made it clear to 
the 10th Finance Commission 
that there was little scope for ad¬ 
ditional transfer of resources from the 
Centre to the States. According to die 
ministry's projections, the Central fis¬ 
cal deficit would reach over Rs 62,000 
crore by 1996-97, the terminal year of 
the Eighth Plan, and Rs 89,040 crore 
by the year 2000. The projections 
were based on the current rates of 
taxes which give an indication of the 
additional resource mobilisation die 
Centre would have to undertake to 
achieve macro-economic stabilisation. 

The Centre'.s revenue deficit was 
also projected to rise from the 1993-94 
budget estimate of Rs 17,630 crore to 
Rs 32,874 crore by 199^97, and Rs 
48,577 crore by 1999-2000. The projec¬ 
tions conveyed the severe strain on 
Central finances which would reach 
the breaking point if die States' share 
was further increased. 

Some experts believe that the 
unitary structure of the Constitution 
will corrie under severe pressure as 
India processes towards a market 
economy from die controlled regime 
of the past 45 years. 
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Round-up of 
International Affairs 


MAJOR EVENTS IN BRIEF 

UN Peace-keeping activity— 
Bosnia and Somalia—Ethnic 
dashes—Clinton's failures—China 
emergence as a Giant—Yeltsin's 
troubles and turmoil in Russia— 
West Asia Pact—Dramatic Events in 
Pakistan. 

D uring the past few months 
there avrc no big~power rival¬ 
ries and no major armed 
clashes in any continent in 
East or West, the exceptions being Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina (part of former Yugos¬ 
lavia) and Somalia loherc the 
U.S.-dominated UN Peace-keeping Force 
met with several rebuffs at the hands of 
local tribals led by an intractable xvar- 
lord. President Bill Clinton's short¬ 
sighted policies led to resentment in the 
USA and also in some other countries. 
Owing to inexperience and an ill-con- 
ceivea bid to assert his authority in the 
manner in which his predecessor George 
Bush did, Mr Clinton had to retrace his 
stc^s at several places, reminiscent of the 
Vielftam episode, which is still recalled to 
stress the futility of adoiHing repressive 
policies against unwilling and deter¬ 
mined sections of the people. So the neu’ 
US President could not throw his might 
about. Ethnic claves occurred in Europe, 
and Africa pr many months. On the 
nuclair proliferation issue, homver, Mr 
Clinton made a mark. While the Third 
World "threats" of developing nuclear 
voeapons proved baseless. 

China's Challenge: China posed a 
challenge, dffying the international com¬ 
munity, especially the US and holding a 
imjor nuclear explosion in October in 
pursuance of its programme to develop 
lethal weapons. China is in pet going 
ahead with its drive to enlarge its nuclear 
weapons stockpile, including bombs and 
deadly missiles. It has declined to make 
any firm commitment in the non- 


proliferatum arena, Beijing has entered 
into arms deals with several countries, 
including Pakistan, of vMch it has for 
years been the major arms supplier. 

China has already become a Giant of 
the East and increased its influence in 
many Far Eastern countries where the 
Western tuitions do not have a sizable 
presence. But in this process China did 
not commit any act of aggression, prefer¬ 
ring quiet diplomacy to achieve its goal. 

Russian Problems: Splintered 
and sorely troubled, Russia and its Presi¬ 
dent Boris Yeltsin had seiteral ups and 
dooms during 1993. His opponents, com¬ 
prising hard core Communists and the 
distinctly conservative elements, strong¬ 
ly opposed his package of reforms on 
which he has staked his turbulmt career. 
But the continuing battle hr supremacy 
between the President ana thel^islature 
led to several clashes. Ultimately, Mr 
Yeltsin had the upper hand and seemed 
firmly in power. The long-awaited 
nationwide referendum on certain vital 
issues concerning the future (f Russia, 
Iwld on April 25, 199.3, indicated a vic¬ 
tory for Mr Yeltsin, but he failed to 
secure enough votes to push through Ms 
plan for fresh elections to the legiswture. 

The autonomous republics did not 
toe the Yeltsin line arm sought more 
powers and possession of nuclear 
capabilities. In the last quarter cf the year 
there was a tug of war and major struggle 
between Mr Yeltsin and the Deputies. 
When persuasion failed, Mr Yeltsin 
resortea to force, compelling the legis¬ 
lators who had taken shelter tn Moscow's 
Yfhitehall, to withdrato. 

Mr Yeltsin was able to win the sym¬ 
pathy of the West in his struggle against 
the rebels. But the. western ecorwmic aid 
was wholly inadequate for enabling Rus¬ 
sia to refurbish its ruined economy. 

Bosnia stalemate: No solution 
could be found for the complex Bosnia 


problem despite the UN Security Council 
Resolutions (the Muslims alk^ per¬ 
secution and cruel treatment arwrejaied 
the plan for splitting the republic). 

West Asia Pact: There was a 
notable development in West Asia where 
the long-drawn-out conflict was nearly 
I resolved through an agreement bettoeen 
the Israelis ana the Pmesthmns, signed 
on September 13, 1993, through US 
mediation. The accord brougfrt to an end 
a tussle that had caused mudt bloodshed 
and endless tensions. 

A plan for establi^ng self-rule in 
Palestine's occupied territories was ap¬ 
proved. life-long enemies, Yasser Artfot 
and the Israeli leaders, suddenly became 
friends and signed a Declaration of Prin¬ 
ciples that is likely to transform the 
political landscape qWest Asia. 

Eventful year in Pakistan: The 
outgoing year was one of dramatic 
developments in Pakistan. There were 
challenges and counter-challenges, 
political tussles, display d rivalries, fitr- 
reaching verdicts by the Supreme Court, 
tussle for supremacy between the Presi¬ 
dent and the Prime Minister, dismissal cf 
ministries, Jii^al and proiHtuM mm- 
strus and their reinstatement on dedsions 
by the judicioty; the army's pressures 
withemt direct interventjon,(mda freeand 
fair general dedkmsfor the National As- 
senwly and thefourprotnneud AsseaAlks 
early m October 1993. 

On October 19, 1993, Ms Benasdr 
• Bhutto, leader cf the Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP), became Prime MinisMr again 
cfterabrecAcfabout threeyears. In fact die 
yearmarkainotMilesucixssesforMsBmt- 
to and dismal failures cf Mr Sharf. 

Ms BhuMo dedared her Gaoemment 
vmfam on Kashmir and tvould pursue her 
country's ooheymtheissue. WhSe^wotdd 
I3w to end dw 'tenskmsvnth India, she i^ged 
Int^towiMrawdsarntyfrcmtheVauey. 
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Details of Notable Events 
PROBLEMS IN RUSSIA 

A fter two weeks of bitter 
, and even bloody conflict 

yC-JR between Mr Boris Yeltsin 
JL jLand his opponents, mostly 
the legislators led by his principal 
rivals, the Vice-President and 
Speaker of Parliament, the Presi¬ 
dent tided over the major crisis 
and emerged victorious early in 
October 1993. He was compelled 
to use force, including tanks, to 
smash the rebels who were holed 
up inside the "White House" in 
Moscow. 


The uprising had gathered 
momentum with thousands of com¬ 
mon people joining the rebel ranks, 
most of whom were strongly op¬ 
posed to his reforms packa^ and his 
dictatorial policies. &ores of arrests 
were made. The massive military ac¬ 
tion resulted in die deaths of several 
hundred people. Earlier, Mr Yeltsin 
promulgated a state of emergency 
and imposed draconian press censor¬ 
ship. 

It has become obvious that Mr 
Yeltsin does not command wide 
popularity in Russia. The virtual 
revolt may keep siirunering as the 
months pass. 

There was a major political crisis 
following a sudden order issued by 
President Yeltsin on September 22, 
dissolving Parliament (admittedly 
conserva^e and outda^) and or¬ 
dering elections for a new legislature. 
The manoeuvre was described by ob- 
; servers as "the most dangerous 
; gamble of his career". Parliament 
: promptly hit back by initiating im- 

? eacmnent proceedings against Mr 
eltsin. The attempt proved abortive. 
Mr Yeltsin claimed the support of 
three senior Ministers—those of 
Defence, Interior Affairs and 
Security—thus ensuring the backing 
of the country's defence forces. 

Russia and the small republics 
are in a sorry plight, with ethnic 
strife, economic mess and tiie grow¬ 
ing demands for autonomy, border¬ 
ing on secessionist trends in several 
regions. Reports also indicated in¬ 
creasing crime and corruption. 

The entire Western world, ex¬ 


pressing concern over the power 
struggle in Russia, indicated support 
for Yeltsin and favoured his 
democratisation programme. 

New Constitutiim for Russia: 
Earlier, President Yeltsin unveiled 
the draft of a new Constitution 
designed to radically alter the 
country's system and wipe away the 
remnants of the former &viet power 
structure. A salient feature of the 
draft Constitution is the concept of a 
presidential, federative, democratic 
republic in Russia with the President 
as the Head of State, empowered to 
dissolve parliament in case of a con¬ 
stitutional crisis and announce mid¬ 
term polls if parliament fails to form 
a cabinet. 

The proposed bicameral parlia¬ 
ment will have the upper house—the 
Federation'Council elected by the 
legislative bodies of the Russian 
FMeration—while the lower house, 
to be known as the State Duma, will 
be elected directly by the peOTle. For 
the first time since the October 
Revolution, the Constitution draft 
guarantees the right to own private 
property as one of the fundamental 
rights of the individual. The draft, 
proposes to abolish the "right to 
work" and instead, introduces the 
right to woik under decent condi¬ 
tions and fair wages and "protection 
against unemployment". The draft 


clearly separates dte powers and 
functiorw of the Presidoit and parlia¬ 
ment. 

SOVIET REPUBLICS AT 
WAR 

s was feared by many 
pec^le around die world, 
wars of various categories, 
including civil conflicts, 
have broken out at several places 
in the former Soviet Union. In fact, 
most of the Caucasus is reported 
to be ablaze as the wars rage. 
Armenia has been fighting; Azeria 
over the disputed territory of 
Nogomo Karabakh and Civil war 
has been raging in the neighbour¬ 
ing Georgia. Azeria spokesman 
have accused the Armenian forces 
of having crossed die borders and 
advanced towards the town of 
Agdam. The Armenians have 
levelled counter-accusations against 
the Azaris. 

DAWN OF PEACE IN 
WEST ASIA 

historic peace agreement 
was signed by Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (P.L.O.) in 
Washington on September 13, 1993, 
outlining a plan for Palestine self- 
rule in the occupied territories. The 




ISRAEL-PALESTINE DISPUTE 

Who holds what 

Golati Heights: This area was captuivd by Israel from Syria in the 1%7 war. A.H part 
of the 1974 disengagement accord some of if was returned. The rest was annexed by 
Israel in 1981. 

The West Batik; This area was captured by Israel from Jordan in the 1967 war. It 
includes the city of Jericho and East Jerusalem. East Jerusalem has been annexed by 
Israel. 

Gaza Strip; This area, along with the Sinai Peninsula was captured by Israel m the 
1967 war. Under the 1979 Egypt^rael peaa- treaty the Sinai peninsula was returned to 
Egypt. The status of Gaza and the West Bank was to be woriied out under the Camp 
cSvid accord of 1978. 

Autonomy plan—^Major points 

■ Gaza strip and Jericho will be made autonomous regkms of Israel. Only Defence 
and Communication will be under Israel. 

■ In Gaza and Jeridio the Israeli army would withdraw from population centres to 
security locations. 

■ Palestinians in Gaza and Jeridio would be given full control over their intmal 
affairs. 

■ Israel would maintain control over entry points to the autonomous regions. 

■ Israel would remain incharge of Jewish setdemenis. 

■ . Discussions on a permanent solution will be held in the third year of autonomy 
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accord/ diescribed by some ob¬ 
servers as "a modem miracle", was 
a political watershed the impor¬ 
tance of which, it Would be wrong 
to minimise. It marlced the dawn 
of a long-awaited era of peace in 
a coitflict-ridden region, notorimis 
for endless clashes between the 
Arabs and tihe Jews. It signalled 
die success of secret and patient 
diplomacy and recoenition of 
realities. 

Life-long enemies, Yasser 
Arafat, the P.L.O. leader, and the 
Israeli Prime Minister, suddenly 
became friends and shook hands 
after signing a "Declaration of 
Principles" which is expected to 
end decades of enmity between 
the Jews and the Arabs and 
change the political landscape of 
West Asia. 

President Clinton hosted the 
event. Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and a P.L.O. official, 
Abu Mezon, signed the document. 
The notable dignitaries who wit¬ 
nessed the ceremony were Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, P.L.O. 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, the US 
Secretary of State and the Russian 
Foreign Minister. 

VIENNA DECLARATION 
ON RIGHTS 

he largely attended two- 
week UN-sponsored world 
conference on Human 
Rights, held in Vienna in 
the second half of June, 1993, 
did not achieve much because 
of prejudices, squabbles, politics 
and the war of words between 
various countries with Non- 
Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) entering the tussles on 
certain issues. 

At times the basic concept of 
human rights was questioned follow¬ 
ing ^e arguments given by certain 
countries having an indifferent 
record in respect of basic rights. The 
developing countries pointed out 
that human rights could not be 
separated from the social, cultural 
and political context. 

According to American sources, 


the Asian and Africans do not care 
much for human rights since "there 
are mote in^rtant issues confront¬ 
ing them". The Qinton Administra¬ 
tion, however, seems to have made 
human rights die basis of its foreim 
policy and its touchstone for juog- 
ing the worth and creditwordiiness 
of a country. The US has been doing 
its best to universalise the concept 
of human rights, even though its 
own policies are at times vul¬ 
nerable. 

The Vieima Declaration recalled 
the Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights and urged particular care to 
end such violations of rights as tor¬ 
ture, racism, anti-Semitism, arbitrary 
detentions, ethnic cleansing and 
politically motivated "disap¬ 
pearances". 

MAASTRICHT 

APPROVED 

he deep suspense over the 
ambitious M^stricht Treaty 
ended on May 18, 1993, 
when Danish voters, in a 
historic decision, approved the ac¬ 
cord for political and economic 
unity, after winning exemptions 
from most of it. Almost 57 per cent 
voters approved the treaty. The 
Prime Minister, Mr Poul I^smus- 
sen, had warned the Danes that 
they would never be forgiven if 
they halted the EC's march towards 
tighter unity. The P.M. promised 
a cut in income-tax as a reward 
for a 'yes' vote. To take effect, the 
treaty must be approved by all 12 
EC nations. 

Unprecedented violence erupted 
in Copenhagen following the vote 
which was far from being a whole¬ 
hearted positive endorsement of 
European unity. Despite the 
ratification, deep misgivings about 
the implications of a United Europe 
persist, with many Danes con¬ 
vinced that they are surrendering 
their sovereignty to the hated 
Eurocracy in Brussels. The treaty 
would lead to a single currency by 
1999. 

In Britain also, the Bill for 
.ratification of the Maastricht Treaty, 
which had earlier been deferred was 


approv^ by the House ot Ctxnmons 
on May 21; 199$, despite a revolt by a 
group of hostile M.P.S. 

US ATTACKS IRAQ 

n June 27, 1993, the US, 
in a move strongly disap¬ 
proved by many countries 
but approved by the UN 
Security Council, launched a mis¬ 
sile attack on Iraq in retaliation for 
an alleged plot to kill fornter Presi¬ 
dent Geor^ Bush during his visit 
to Kuwait. The attack was aimed 
at Iraq's Intelligence headquarters 
but some missiles hit residential 
quarters, killing a few persons and 
injiuing severm others. 

President Bill Clinton claimed 
that the Administration had evidence 
to prove that the Iraqi Governmwit 
was behind the plot to kill Mr 
Bush. Irao and its supporters con¬ 
demned the attack as "cowardly 
aggression, completely unjus¬ 
tified and a violation of interna¬ 
tional law". Britain supported the 
US action while France was some¬ 
what critical. The US regards Iraq 
as the world's leading sponsor or 
terrorism. 

U.N. TRIBUNAL FOR 
CRIMES 

he Security Council unani¬ 
mously decided on May 26, 
1993, to set up an 11-judge 
International Court at the 
Hague to try people accused of 
war crimes in the former Yugosr 
lavia, including murder, rape, 
"ethnic cleansing", torture and 
other atrocities. It would be the 
first international tribunal of its 
kind since the main allied powers 
after World War-II set up courts 
at Nuremberg and Tokyo to try 
leading war criminals. The 
tribunal, whose jurisdiction will 
be limited to offences committed 
in the former Yugoslavia since 
Jan 1, 1991, will cost more than 
30 million dollars in its first year 
of operation. 

But the Bosnian Serb leader 
vowed never to extradite suspected 
war criminals to face the U.N. War 
Crimes Tribunal. The self- styled Serb 
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Government intends to try suspected 
Criminals itself. 

US TO RESUME TIES 
WITH CHINA 


T he U.S.A. has at last 
resumed higjh'l^^l military 
contacts widi China, lifting 
a han imposed alter die 1989 
Tiananmen s(^re crackdown. The 
US Assistant Secretary of Defence, 
Mr Charles Freeman, held wide- 
ranging talks with leaders of the 
People^s Liberation Army (FLA). 
"We believe that the level of 
dialogue must be elevated to enable 
us to make progress on many issues 
of common concern." Working- 
level mditary contacts had, how¬ 
ever, continued even after the 
communist authorities ordered PLA 
tanks and troops to crush the 
Tiananmen pro-democracy move¬ 
ment on June 4, 1989. 

ASSASSINATION OF 
LANKA PRESIDENT 


S trife-tom Sri Lanka's Presi¬ 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa 
was killed by a suspected 
LTTE suicide bomber on May 
1, 1993. He was blown to pieces 
in a massive explosion set off by 
the assailant as he was leading a 
May rally of his ruling United Na¬ 
tional Party. At least 30 others, 
including six bodyguards, were 
also killed in the blast. The Prime 
Minister, Mr D.B. Wijetunga, was 
sworn in as Acting President. On 
May 7, he was elected full-fledged 
President. 

The assassination of two leaders 
from neighbouring nations in South 
Asia—Mr Rajiv Gandhi and Mr 
Premadasa—have some ominous 
similarities. Both were felled by a 
suicide bomber; the month was also 
the same (May). Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
died on May 21, 1991 and Mr 
Premadasa on May 1, two years later. 

The assassinated President had 
enemies boOi inside and outside his 
party and lived dangerously right up 
to the time he was lolled in the blast. 
He had Imig been die target of Sin¬ 
halese extremists after he ordered a 
military crackdown to end a two- 


year old insurgency. He had also 
earned die wram of Tamil guarrillas 
and opposition parties. A week ear¬ 
lier, Mr L. Adiubthmudali, leader of 
Sri Lanka's Democratic United Na¬ 
tional Front, had been assassinated. 

NEW CRISIS IN KABUL 

A spurt of infighting in the 
ranks of the Mujahideen 
indicates that Afghanistan 
is still a long way from 
peace. In spite of the agreement 
by which Mr Buihanuddin Rabbani 
was installed as President and Mr 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader of 
the Hezb-i-Islami as Prime Minister, 
the civil war continues. 

The latest round of clashes be¬ 
tween the Hezb-i-Wahadat and the 
Ittehad-i-lslami occurred just as the 
President was leaving for Saudi 
Arabia to seek more aid for post-war 
reconstruction. But the international 
community is becoming increasingly 
impatient widi Afghanistan's unend¬ 
ing internal prdilem and unless the 
factions agree to a ceasefire, the help 
to the country, to enable it to rebuild 
its economy, may dry up. 

CAMBODIA 

C ambodia's parliament 

voted overwhelmingly on 
Sept 21, 1993, to approve 
a new constitution which 
restored the Head of State, Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, to the throne 
he vacated in 1955. The vote 
ushered in a new political era after 
a quarter century of civil war, 
Khmer Rouge genocide, and 
renewed civil strife. That date 
remains for the history of Cam¬ 
bodia, as for the Khmer people 
themselves, a great historical day. 

An ailing Prince Sihanouk 
returned to Phnom Penh fiom Beijing 
and signed the 139-clause national 
charter. The signing formally ended 
the role of the UN Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC). 
The peace-keeping force, once 22000- 
strong was withdrawn in Novem¬ 
ber, 1993. The new constitution 
ended the interim power-sharing 
joint presidency of the Royalist party 
leader. Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
and Mr Hun Sen, ex-premier of a 
formerly communist government, in- 
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Stalled in 1979 by Vietnamese in¬ 
vaders. 

Earlier in the year U.N.-super¬ 
vised peaceful elections wen held m 
Cambodia. 

SUMMIT OF THE RICH 

T he world's richest in¬ 
dustrialised countries, at 
their 19th annual summit 
held in Tokyo on July 7-8, 
1993, reached an accord calling for 
the biggest tariff cuts in history. 
The agreement, reached by tiie 
USA, Japan, Canada and the 
European community, was 
designed to create about 1.4 million 
jobs in 10 years in the USA alone. 
The agreement covers 18 sectors 
and includes eliminating tariffs on 
eight sectors, including medicines, 
medical equipment, construction 
material, farm equipment, etc. Some 
progress was made towards market 
access to services. The British Prime 
Minister emphasised that tackling 
unemployment was the most im¬ 
portant task facing the G-7 leaders, 
the second issue being trade. 

In the summit's political declara¬ 
tion, the leaden; accused Iran, Iraq 
and Libya of violating international 
standards of conduct and called for 
restructuring the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil. The summit strongly condemned 
State-practised terrorism and urged 
extension of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty beyond 1995. 

CHINA-TAIWAN 
HISTORIC PACTS 


A classic instance of decade- 
old hostility coming to an 
end with cordial treaties 
was provided by China 
and Taiwan when they signed four 
agreements after their first formal 
meeting in 44 years. These four 
documents paved the way for 
regular talks on a wide range of 
topics. The opening of such a 
dialogue could lead to the eventual 
reunification which both sides 
favour. However, some economic 
issues remain unresolved. 

Taiwan has invested heavily in 
China since private contacts were 
first allowed m 1987, but companies 
feel anxious; their mainland uivest- 
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neiMs may be affected adveisely by ttte 
biffing political landscape tneie. A 
ormal treaty would boost Taiwan's 
laim to be treated as an ecjuai political 
ntity in dealings with Beijing—a ctm- 
:^t that China refuses to accept 

:H0GM—VIRTUAL. 

FLOP 

he S0*nation Common- 
wealth Heads of Govern¬ 
ment Meeting (CHOGM), 
held in the Cyprus Capital 
>f Linassol from dctober 21-25, 
.993, achieved little, though there 
vere the usual ceremonies as- 
iociated with such summits, includ- 
ng a speech by Queen Elizabeth, 
he formal head of the organisation. 

The speeches laid the usual stress 
m the unexceptionable principle of 
>artnership and equality, cutting 
icross all barriers of distance, wealth 
ind culture. The concept of a new 
;lobnl humanitarian order, 
presented by the Secretary-General, 
envisaged an active role through 
'protective diplomacy" in global af- 
airs of the Commonwealth. 

The Cyprus summit marked the 
ailure of multilateralism, notably in 
he case of India and Bosnia. The 
-iarare declaration was recalled and 
nost participants stressed its 
•elevance in the modem world. Com- 
nonwealth leaders scuttled the call 
or arming the 50~nation grouping 
vith a new role of "preventive 
iiplomacy" for greater international 
jeace anci security. 

^TH SAARC—NEW ERA 

S outh Asia entered a new era 
in economic cooperation on 
April 1993 as me seventh 
SAARC made the Dhaka Dec- 
aration seeking to pull down trade 
carriers in the region. The summit 
ilso endorsed me South Asian 
’referential Trade Agreement 
SAPTA) for the liberalisation of 
rade among the seven member-na- 
ions of the Association. 

The unanimous 63-point Dhaka 
Declaration renewed the 
Association's determination to 
itrengthen and enrich die forum and 
“e-stated its commitment to its prin- 
riplesand objectives. The declaration 


said duit die time was now oppor¬ 
tune to provide a dynamic impe^ to 
activities in the ccoe of econmnic, so¬ 
cial and cultural cooperation in tiie 
SAARC region. The declaration en¬ 
dorsed an integrated Programme of 
Action (IFA) on eradication of pover¬ 
ty in Soutii Asia, trade manuucture 
and services, the environment, 
population, shelter, children, youth 
disabled persons, womoi's develt^- 
ment, science and technolo^, ter¬ 
rorism, security of small States, 
people-to-people contacts and South 
Asian Development Fimd (SADF). 

SOUTH AFRICA : UN 
LIFTS SANCTIONS 

he UN General Assembly 
on October 8, 1993, unani¬ 
mously decided to lift 
economic sanctions against 
South Africa and urged all nations 
of the world to repeal tiie relevant 
boycott legislation on the generally 
accepted grounds, one, tiiat apart¬ 
heid had been ended in South 
Africa and, second, that the process 
of transition to a democratic set-up 
was also well on the way. The 
184-member General Assembly 
adopted a consensus resolution on 
the subject. 

A voluntary oil embargo im- 

E osed by some countries was also 
ffed. Meanwhile, an arms embargo, 
imposed in 1977, will remain in force 
for the present. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) President, Dr Nelson Mandela, 
responded enthusiastically to the UN 
move which he had suggested to hete 
rally Soutii Africa's aUirig economy. Fte 
stated that irreversible progress had 
been made towards a non-radal and 
democratic Soutii Africa. 

India on September 25, 1993, 
lifted the economic and trade sanc¬ 
tions it had imposed against South 
Africa 47 years ago. The US and 
several other countries did the same. 

U.S. HUMILIAnON IN 
SOMALIA 

n September-October, 1993, the 
U.S. made active rhilitary inter¬ 
vention in Somalia to meet the 
challenge and threats posed by 
a powerful tribal war lord, Gen 





Mohd Aideed, whom tiie American 
forces could not catch despite their 
offensive. The Americans suffered 
several casualties and it was 
reminiscent of the Vietnam episode. 
As the American casualties steadily 
rose, political support at home 
evaporated and an emotionally 
wrenching hostage crisis began. 
The mismatch Mtween modest 
American means and ambitious, 
political goab was painfully clear. 

But rather than make a decision 
to cut American losses and 
withdraw, Mr Clinton announced a 
tarnt date for complete American 
wimdrawal and doubled U.S. troops. 
The mission to Somalia was under¬ 
taken as a humanitarian gesture, to 
get food to starving people. The heart 
of the problem remained the vendet¬ 
ta that developed between the UN 
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros 
Ghali and the Somali warlord. The 
United States and other Security 
Council powers initially agreed to 
target Gen Aideed after forces, 
thought to be loyal to him, gunned 
down Pakistani peace-keepers in 
June, 1993. 

President Bill Clinton indicated 
that he wanted African countries to 
broker peace in Somalia. Critics of Mr 
Qinton's Somalia policy said that the 
experience of Mogadishu would 
make him think twice in future 
before committing US troops for ex¬ 
panding UN roles and for indefinite 
periods. What finally persuaded Mr 
Clinton to fix a date fw witiidrawal 
from Somalia, was the growing 
realisation that tiie country was not 
interested in bringing democracy 
and human rights to Amalia if the 
cost was US lives. Nor is the UN as 
popular, as Mr Clinton apparently 
imagined. 

''VELVET DIVORCE": 
NEW STATE BORN 

F ollowing another "velvet 
divorce" (the first was in 
Europe leading to the break¬ 
up of Czechoslovakia), a new 
State of Eritrea was created on May 
24, 1993. It is strife-tom Africa's 
52nd State. Eritrea declared inde¬ 
pendence from Etiiiopia exactly two 
years after secessionist guerrillas 
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captured the capital, Asmara. 

More than 99 per cent of voters in 
Ethiopia's former province on the 
Ra^ Sea chose separation in a referen¬ 
dum held in April, 1993. The voting 
was monitored by hundreds of U.N. 
and foreign observers. 

POLITICAL SWITCH IN 
CANADA 

n an election that re-wrote the 
political map of Canada (in Oc- 
tc^er-end, 1993), the Conserva¬ 
tives were wiped out by the 
Liberals. The former, headed by 
Prime Minister Ms Campbell, won 
only 2 seats (against 155 in the 
dissolved House of Commons). 
Kim Campbell's career as Canada's 
first woman Prime Minister proved 
to be an exceptionally short one. 
Her defeat brought to an end the 
nine-year reign of the Tories. Ms 
Campbell, who took over in June 
as Prime Minister and leader of 
the Conservatives from Mr Brian 
Mulroney, has evidently paid the 
price for unpopularity and the 

E lateful of problems he left her. 

ler own love of controversy and 
tendency to dash off outrageous one- 
liners also cut into her personal ap¬ 
peal. But mainly the Conservatives 
lost, as they were widely expected 
to, on a wave of public anger oyer 
unemployment, recession and 
widespread discontent with the free 
trade agreement Carrada signed with 
the United States. 

Mr Jean Chretien, a 59-year-old 
seasoned politician and Quebec 
lawyer, who heads the Liberals, was 
swept to victory. The elections also 
underlined the popular and electoral 
importance of the theme of 
separatism in Canada. 

WOMEN P.M.S 

he past year witnessed an 
interesting development— 
appointment of two women 
leaders (P.M.s)—^in distant 
lands, Turkey a^ Canada, almost 
simultaneously, for the first time. 

Ms Kim Campbell was elected 
leader of die ruling p>arty in Canada 
foUowing the reagnaticHi of Mr Brian 
Mulroney, who was accused of creating 
a terrible mess in the country during his 


leadership traiure. Aithou^ (.anada 
is an advanced country, it nas a con¬ 
servative society, like that of Turkey. 

In tradition-ridden Turkey, the 
new political star is Ms Tansu Ciller, 
a US-trained economist. She was 
elected leader of the True Patii Party 
of Turkey and became the first 
woman Prime Minister of Turkey. 

MORE N-WEAPONS 
FOR INDIA, PAK 

he US Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) expects that 
both India and Pakistan will 
increase their nuclear 
weapons and assemble a small ar¬ 
senal of nuclear arms. 

A nuclear arms race—in the 
sense that both sides are making ex¬ 
traordinary efforts to increase rapid¬ 
ly the size of their arsenals—does not 
appear to be in progress. Each side, 
however, does regard the other as its 
main security threat and has 
developed nuclear capabilities in 
response to threats from the other. 

Pakistan, the CIA said, "con¬ 
tinues to actively develop its nuclear 
weapons programme which Is¬ 
lamabad regards as the core of its 
deterrent against India. We cannot 
confirm that Pakistan maintains 
stockpiles of nuclear, biological or 
chemical weapons." Pakistan has 
shown interest in acquiring the 
capability to produce weapons 
grade plutonium for its nuclear 
weapons programme. According to 
press reports, F-16 and Mirage 
aircraft are the most likely nuclear 
delivery platforms. Pakistan has an 
extensive covert nuclear procure¬ 
ment operation that has acquired or 
attempted to acquire material, 
equipment and technology for 
peaceful and nuclear weapons pur- 
oses from Germany, Switzerland, 
urkey, Japan, China and the U.S.A. 

The CIA also said India can con¬ 
vert its space launch vehicles into in¬ 
termediate-range or inter<ontinental 
range ballistic missiles "quite easily". 
However, it added, "she will need 
extensive launch sites. India has al¬ 
ready demonstrated the ability to 
build guidance set and warheads, the 
two key in^edients needed to con¬ 
vert an SLV (space laimch vehicle) 





into a ballistic missile." 

ANTI-POVERTY DRIVE 
SLOWDOWN 

T he World Bank's latest 
report, released on S^tem- 
ber 20,1993, noted with con¬ 
cern a slow down in India's 
poverty reduction efforts, even as 
it gave Delhi the lion's share of 
$ 2.6 billion in its total lending of 
$ 3.4 billion to South Asia in the 
year. The trend was attributed to 
the "global economic slowdown". 
However, it said that future 
progress on poverty reduction 
depended crucially on the success 
of the ongoing economic reforms 
because of their implications for 
sustained growth. 

The 252-page document high¬ 
lighted the limited scope for poverty 
reduction through redistribution of 
wealth and listed initiatives under 
way in India to improve small holder 
prMuctivity and increase rural off- 
farm employment opportunities. 
These include, reform in rural credit 
institutioTLS, expansion of the rural 
credit infrastructure and additional 
attention to problem of rainfed areas. 
The upturn in the growth of farm 
GDP, combined with significantly 
lower rates of inflation, has almost 
certainly improved the welfare levels 
of the rural poor, it added. 

After China, which borrowed $ 
3.1 billion, India emerged as the 
largest beneficiary of the bank's 
overall fiscal lending programme in 
1993, ranging between $ 24 billion to 
$ 27 billion. This includes the credit 
of Rs 7.3 billion, advanced by the 
International Development Associa¬ 
tion (IDA), the bank's concessionary 
lending agency. 

The bank report talks of "sig¬ 
nificant progress" in India towards 
liberalising the trade regime and 
concedes that the country is moving 
"rapidly" towards closer integra¬ 
tion with the world economy. In ad¬ 
dition, India, like the governments 
in the neighbouring countries; has 
helped to develop a more 
hospitable environment for private 
sector develcmment by undertaking 
important reforms in de-regulation. 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


ECONOMY CAPSULE 


During the second half of 1993, the 
process of structural r^rms continued 
unabated. Spirited r^mts in the Finan¬ 
cial Sector, including reduction in inter¬ 
est rates and new credit policy for the 
season of 1993, are the hallmrh in this 
direction. The results have also been en¬ 
couraging. Growth rate of exports has 
been splendid. Buo\/ant foreign exchange 
reserves has made the policy marks 
euphoric about the outcome of reforms. 
Proposals for foreign investment are 
pouring in. With exceptionally good 
monsoons this year, annual growth rate 
during 1993-94 is also likely to he higher 
than that in the previous year. The only 
causes of concern are the higher rate ef 
inflation and stagnating rate of growth 
in the industrial sector. lncrea.sed money 
supply in the economy has continued to 
put heavy pressure on the price level. 
Despite the earnest e^trts of the govern¬ 
ment, the industrial sector has failed to 
respond to the measures and the in 
duslrial greudh rate may remain bw 
during this xjear also. 

1. PACE OF REFORMS 

ne of the basic aims of 
structural adjustment 
programme was to 
achieve sustainable 
economic development. When India 
opted for this programme in 1991, the 
world economy was facing severe 
recession, India's most prolific trad¬ 
ing partner USSR had ceased to exist 
and the Gulf war had shattered the 
foreign exchange reserves of our 
country. After several policy 
measures some tangible results have 
beeii achieved. The results in certain 
fields are commendable and the 
projections made for future, by the 
organisations like ^e Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), World Bank, Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), Nation¬ 
al Council of Applied Economic 
Research (NCAER) etc., are bright 
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and optimistic. 

I 

RBI Report: The annual report 
of the RBI, for 1992-93, released in 
September 1993, expressed guarded 
optimism about the growth of the 
economy in the years to follow. As 
per the forecast made in the report, 
the economy will grow by 5 per cent 
this year, which will be an improve¬ 
ment over the previous year's 
growth rate of 4.2 per cent. It is also 
expected that the pattern of growth 
will change this year. During 1992-93, 
the growth rate of 4.2 per cent was 
achieved mainly due to increase in 
agricultural output. The industry 
struggled at a miserable 1.5 per cent 
growth rate. Growth in industries 
was restricted to some selected sec¬ 
tors like chemicals, transport equip¬ 
ment and agro-based industries. 
Although some sectors will continue 
to be unimpressive, RBI report 
forecasts a growth rate of 4.5 per cent 
for tlie industrial sector, during 1993- 
94. As per the report, if the present 
trend of growth in exports continues, 
the current account deficit may be 
quite low during the current financial 
year. The position of Balance of Pay¬ 
ments (BOPs) may also be comfort¬ 
able. The foreign exchange reserves 
soared to over $ 11 billion in October 
1993. The report however, has cau¬ 
tioned that higher debt-service re¬ 
quirements upto 1996-97, on account 
of repayments of IMF and maturity' of 
India Development Bonds, may put 
heavy strain on the resources. It is, 
therefore, necessary to restructure the 
capital flows for the years to follow. 
There is a dire need to restrict the 
levels of debt within the quantitative 
dimensions defined by tiie Ran- 
garajan Committee on BOPs. Special 
attention needs to be paid to the 
maturity structure of commercial 
debt. The report recommends reduc¬ 
tion of dependence on NRI d^osits 

SIS 


and suggests to adopt long-term 
measures on BOI^. 

IMF Projections: The World 
Economic Outlook (WEO), released 
by the IMF during September 1993, 
commended India's efforts of 
reforms. The WK) projected India's 
GDPgrowBi rateatS per caitand the 
inflation rate also at 5% for 199.3-94. It 
also expects the Indian government 
to bring down the deficit to 4.7 per 
cent of the GDP. For the first time, the 
WEO devoted more than three pages 
to India's reforms and hailed India's 
economic rebound by appreciating 
the efficacy of strong adjustment 
policies. The WEO's analysis of the 
economy and its prescriptions also 
throw light on the future parameters 
that India should follow. Four areas, 
consisting of fiscal consolidation, 
major tax reforms, further lowering 
of barriers and restructuring the 
public enterprises, have been idai- 
tified to be the area.s that need further 
reforms. Earlier, in its annual report 
released early in September 1993, 
IMF had devoted a separate section 
for appraisal of India's macro- 
economic reforms. The report ap¬ 
preciated that the inflation rate had 
fallen to single digit and economic 
growth had begun to recover. The 
report also appreciated the progress 
in removing some of the obstacles to 
the long term growth, through the 
deregulahon of industry, liberalisa¬ 
tion of trade and foreign investment 
and the preliminary refonns in Ae 
financial sector. 

Review by NCAER: The Na¬ 
tional Council of Applied Economic 
Research (NCAER), in its review of 
Indian economy has lauded the 
programme of reforms. While 
projecting 5 per cent growth rat^ for 
GDP duriiw 1993-94, NCAER has 
commended ttte agricultural sector. 
Rdeased in August 1993, toe review 

COMPETmON MASTER 




has also cautioned that co-tain pit- 
falls like slackening public sector in¬ 
vestments, absorption of excise duty 
concessions by the trade and in¬ 
dustry, restriction on Indian exports, 
dumping of goods in Indian markets, 
etc. could have an adverse effect on 
the growth of GDP. The industrial 
growth rate for 1993-94 has been 
projected at 5.6 per cent. 

II. AGRICULTURE 

n excellent monsoon 
augurs well for Indian 
agriculture for 1993-94. It 
is an accepted fact that 
performance of Indian economy lar¬ 
gely depends on agriculture, which 
in turn depmds heavily on rainfall. 

Attractive Kharif '93 Prices: In 
July 1993, the government an¬ 
nounced the minimum support price 
for Kharif 1993 by making substantial 
increases of several crops ranging 
horn Rs 20 to Rs 100 p>er quintal. The 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Af¬ 
fairs (CCEA) hiked the price of com¬ 
mon paddy from Rs 270 to Rs 310 per 
quintal and for fine paddy from Rs 
280 to Rs 330. The other increases 
were from Rs 290 to Rs 350 for super¬ 
fine paddy, from Rs 240 to Rs 260 for 
coarse cereals like Jowar, Bajra and 
Ragi, from Rs 245 to Rs 265 for maize, 
from Rs 640 to Rs 700 for Kharif pul¬ 
ses, from Rs 750 to Rs 800 for 
groundnut in shell, from Rs 525 to Rs 
580 for yellow soyabean and from Rs 
800 to Rs 850 for sunflower seed. 
While announcing this increase in the 
minimum support prices, the CCEA 
did not increase the issue price for 
foodgrains under the Public Distribu¬ 
tion System (PDS). This means that 
the burden of subsidy will increase 
under the PDS. As against it, while 
announcing the increase in minimum 
support price for Rabi last year, the 
government had announced a hike in 
the issue price for PDS also, to avert 
any increase in the food subsidy 
liability. Hence, the massive increase 
in the procurement prices will put the 
government under great pressure to 
revise tlie PDS rates in the near fu¬ 
ture. 

Good Kharif Prospects: The 
weather gods have been kind to India 
for sixth consecutive year during 


1993. Out of 35 met«>rological sub¬ 
divisions, 33 received norm^ or more 
than normal rainfall upto September 
29, 1993. It has been estimated that 
the Kharif crop may be nearer to the 
target of 106 million formes during 
1993. However, the paddy harvest 
may be lower than the last year but 
the production of coarse cereals may 
compensate for the paddy shortfall. 
With the rainfall being less in Kutch 
and Saurashtra, the groundnut crop 
is also likely to suffer a setback, but 
this deficiency will be made up by the 
increased production of edible oil¬ 
seeds in Madhya Pradesh. 

Rabi 1994 Prices Raised: Con¬ 
tinuing the trend of considerably in¬ 
creasing the support prices, the 
government in October 1993 an¬ 
nounced about 7 per cent increase in 
the minimum support prices for the 
Rabi crop of 199344 and the market¬ 
ing season 1994-95. An increase of 6 
to 7 per cent has been ordered over 
the minimum support prices for the 
last Rabi crop. Minimum support 
price for wheat has been fixed at Rs 
360 per quintal which is Rs 20 more 
than the previous year's price and 
comes to an increase of 6.1 per cent. 
The price for barley is now Rs 275 per 
quintal as against Rs 260 last year, an 
increase of about 5.8 per cent. Gram 
prices have been raised by 6.7 per 
cent to Rs 640 against Rs 600 for the 
last year. There has been an increase 
of 6,6 per cent for rape-seed mustard 
which has pegged at Rs 810 per quin¬ 
tal. Similarly, the price of sunflower 
seed has been raised by 5.6 per cent to 
Rs 760 per quintal. It is expected that 
the timely announcement of the min¬ 
imum support price will help achieving 
ttw Rabi production target of 82.5 mil¬ 
lion tonnes. Out of this target wheat 
production is likely to be 5850 million 
formes. As per the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) signed by the 
Food Corporation of India with the 
Ministry of Food, total purchase target 
of 222 lakh tonnes has WHjn fixed. 

III. SOCIAL SECTOR 

ith the National 
Literacy Mission 
making deep inroads 
into the rural 
heartland of the country, the atten¬ 




tion on social sectors has iruavased 
considerably. Introduction of a few 
schemes have also focussed theattor- 
tion on social sector. 

Full Employment by 2002 AD: 
The goventment is makmg serious 
efiorts to achieve tite target of full- 
employment by the ytuir 20CS AD. 
The employm«\t strategy adopted 
in the Eighfo Five Vtear Plan, which is 
likely to continue during foe Ninfo 
Plan, is expected to help achieving 
this aim. It has been made clear by the 
government, that due to resource 
constraint, it may not be possible to 
make right to work a fundamental 
right. Efforts will be made to 
generate the conditions conducive to 
achieve this goal. It has been es¬ 
timated that at the present rate, the 
country will have 94 million people 
unemployed and to tackle it, annual 
employment growth rate of 2.6 to 2.8 
per cent is required to be achieved. 
The government is committed to 
make efforts to remove certain bot¬ 
tlenecks like mismatch between skill 
requirements and employment op¬ 
portunities, low' productivity, declin¬ 
ing opportunities in agriculture, 
seasonal underemployment, large 
scale migration to uman areas and oc¬ 
cupational shift from artisanal to un¬ 
skilled employment. Eighth Plan is 
expected to generate 42.5 million addi¬ 
tional employment opportunities 
whereas the target for the Ninth Plan is 
47.5 million. 

Social UpJifbnent of Women: 
On August 15,1993 the Prime Mini¬ 
ster announced a scheme for rural 
women which will, on the one hand, 
provide financial assistance to the 
rural women, and on the other, will 
provide a psychological tool to the 
rural women to feel more secure, so¬ 
cially respectable and self-confident. 
The scheme will also contribute sub¬ 
stantially to the small savings efforts 
of the government. The declaration 
was later translated into two schemes 
known as "Mahila Samridhi Yojand" 
and "Rashtriya Mahila Kosh". Ac¬ 
cording to the former scheme, the 
Central government proposes tocon- 
tribute 25 per cent to the saving of Rs 
300 per year by foe rural women. The 
scheme' targets to cover 60 million 
women by March 31,1997, through 
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the huM network of post offices. The 
I second scheme known as "Rashtriya 
I Mahila Kosh" aims at providing me 
I credit facilities to the poor women in 
I die unorganised sector to undertake 
self*empToyment and employment 
generation activities. 

Uihan Poor Increasing:. 37 per 
cent of India's urbanjpopulation, 
which comes to about 75 million, do 
not have a level of expenditure which 
would enable diem to satisfy the re¬ 
quired calorie needs. This was 
revealed by a recent study ponsored 
by the Asian Development rank. The 
incidence of urban poverty is maxi¬ 
mum in the six States of Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka 
and Orissa, which account for about 
55% of the urban poor. States like 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and j & K 
haye much lower number of urban 
poor. Higher level of rural poverty is 
mrcing tne rural poor to migrate to 
the urban areas in the hope m beder 
opportunities. As a result, the urban 
settlements are facing acute problems 
of shelter, health, education, proper 
employment opportunities, etc. The 
report also estimates that 25 to 35 mil¬ 
lion people may be added to the ex¬ 
isting army of u rban poor, by the turn 
of this century which will make the 
things worse. 

663-Cr Job Plan: in September 
1993 government cleared a «j65-ctore 
employment scheme for the educated 
unemployed. Known as the Prime 
Minister's "Rozgar Yojana" (PMRY), 
it was launched in all the States and 
Union Territories in October 1993, 
Any educated unemployed person 
between the age groups of 18 to 35 
years is eligible for the scheme. 
During the current financial year, the 
scheme will be restricted only in the 
urban areas and would be extended 
to the entire country by 1994-95 on¬ 
wards. The existing Self Employment 
Scheme for Educated Unemployed 
Yopth (SEEUY) will stand merged in 
the PMRY. The target under the 
schme has been kept at 40,000 for 
1993-94which will be enhanced to 2.2 
lakh per annum from 1994-95. The 
candidates must be permanent resi¬ 
dents of the concerned area for at 
least 3 years wiUt less than Rs 24000 
per aimum family income. Projects 


upto Rs 1 laldt are covered in in¬ 
dividual cases in which only 5 per 
cent is required to be contributed as 
margin moni^ and rest of the amount 
will TC provided as loan by the banks, 
on concessional rates of interest. The 
loans under the scheme will not re¬ 
quire any collateral security or 
guarantee, but the assets created 
under the scheme will remain 
hypothecated to the banks. The 
government will also provide sub¬ 
sidy to the extent of 15 per cent, sub¬ 
ject to a maximum of Rs 75,000 per 
entrepreneur. The repayment will 
commence from 6 to 18 months and 
will continue upto 3 to 7 years. A 
reservation of 22.5 per cent for 
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes 
and 27 per cent for the Other Back¬ 
ward Classes (OBCs) will also be kept 
while cho<»ing the beneficiaries. For 
this scheme, a sum of Rs 120 crore has 
been made available this year and a 
revision of Rs 545 crore has been 
ept for the next 3.5 years of the 
Eighth Plan. 

IV. FOREIGN TRADE 

he mood in the Finance Min¬ 
istry is upbeat. The foreign 
exchange reserves remained 
in a healthy position. Higher 
export earnings, full convertibility of 
rupee, stability of rupee after free 
float and adequate remittances are 
some of the factors responsible for 
this transformation during the past 
2.5 years. 

Impressive Export Growth Rate: 
During April-September 1993, the 
growth rate of exports, in dollar 
terms, was 21.08 per cent as com¬ 
pared to a much higher rate of 
growth of 27.19 per cent during 
April-July period. The imports 
declined by 3.39 per cent during the 
same period. The decline is sharper 
than 2.72 fall registered upto july 
1993. As a result, the trade deficit, 
which was $ 437.99 million upto July 
1993, sharply came down to less than 
$ 270 million, by the end of Septem¬ 
ber. In sharp contrast the trade deficit 
was at a whopping $ 2.3 billion 
during April-August 1992. However, 
the export growth rate, which was 
Quite high during the beginning of 
tne current financial year, has now 


started coming down, yet maintain¬ 
ing a tmid OT higher growdt. The 
decline is not discernible and has 
been caused due to the fact that in 
first three months of the previous 
year, the growth rate of exports was 
very less, which resulted in higher 
rate during these mondts diis year. It 
appears dtet the target of 20 per cent 
export nowdt rate for this year is 
well within reach. On the other hand, 
the economists are baffled at the 
decline in the growth rate of imports 
despite drastic cut in import duties. 

Foreign Investments: The new 
economic policy of liberalisation and 
deccmtrols has started yielding dis¬ 
cernible results in the sphere of 
foreign investinents. As per the infor¬ 
mation, released by the newsletter of 
the Secretariate for Industrial Ap¬ 
provals, during the period from 
August 1991 to July lw3, a total of 
2965 foreign collaborations were ap 
proved mit of which 1295 collabora¬ 
tions will involve direct foreign 
investment amounting to $ 91.7 bil¬ 
lion. The maximum investment is 
proposed in the sectors of power, 
fuel/oil, refiner, food processing 
and chemicals. The other sectors in¬ 
clude electricals, electronics, metal¬ 
lurgical industry, transportation, 
hotels and tourism, telecommunica¬ 
tions, glass and ceramics, commercial 
equipment, medical appliances, etc. 
The foreign collaborations will not 
only increase the inflow of precious 
foreign exchange but will also help in 
export promotion and import sub¬ 
stitution. It will also bring in the 
much desired spirit of competition 
among the existing industries in 
India. The only precaution that needs 
to be taken is that the unchecked in¬ 
vasion of the muttinational com¬ 
panies should not result in the ruin of 
existing industry in our country. 

V. FISCAL AND 
MONETARY SCENARIO 

fter having touched the 
six-year low level of 5.4 
per cent, the rate of infia- 
ticn again started creep¬ 
ing upwards after the end of July 
1993. The inflation rate moved w«dl 
above 7 per cent by October 1993, 
causing serkni.s concern. U appears 
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that the 6% targ^ of average annual 
rate of inflation may be difficult to be 
achieved this year. Higher level of 
prices may up^ other faig^ets of the 
government in the field of monetary 
ahd fiscal policies. 

Wage Package and Austerity: In 
September 1993, tite Union govern¬ 
ment decided to set up a new pay- 
commission for wage revision of the 
Central Government employees. 
Considered as a populist move to ap¬ 
pease the employees in an election 
year, the government also decided to 
give interim relief at the rate of Rs 100 
every employee, per month, entailing 
an additional financial burden of Rs 
648 crore per year on the exchequer. 
In addition to raising the existing 
limits of bonus, the government also 
decided to include 20 per cent of the 
DA for the purpose of calculating 
Death-cum Gratuity. These decisions 
will further put a burden of Rs 70 
crore and Rs 47.32 crore rrapcctively. 
All these decisions were taken at a 
time when the National Develop¬ 
ment Council had just met to con¬ 
sider the austerity measures and the 
measures to mobilise additional 
resources. The austerity steps sug¬ 
gested by the NDC were held in 
abeyance for want of a consensus at 
the NDC meeting. It is paradoxical 
that while no steps have been hiken 
to cut the expenditure, there are 
plethora of platitudes to do so. In¬ 
stead of implementing the earlier 
recommendation of the NDC about 
DA freeze, the government has 
decided to extend more benefits to 
the Central Government 
employees. 

PNB-NBI Merger: Acting in 
line with the recommendations of 
Narasimham Committee recommen¬ 
dations to pursue the reforms in the 
banking sector, the government in 
September 1993 announced the 
merger of two nationalised banks— 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) and 
New Bank of India (NBl). With the 
profitability of the entire banking sec¬ 
tor coming under strain, after adop¬ 
tion of the new guidelines of the RBI, 
some mergers were already on the 
anvil Resistance on part of the staff 
was on the expected lines, but it is not 


likely to deter the Finance Ministry to 
order further mergers in the near fu¬ 
ture. The present merger, which is 
beii^ watched as a test case, is a 
definite pointer towards fl\e ensuing 
re-otganisation in the financial sector 
in general and the Banking sector in 
particular. 

Interest Rates Cut: The RBI 
reduced the minimum lending rates 
to 15 per cent with effect from Sep¬ 
tember 2,1993 for the loans over 
25000 and upto Rs 2 lacs. This also 
brought down the minimum rate for 
term lending and working capital 
rates for all categories. This step was 
apparently taken considering the 
lower rate of inflation upto August 
1993 and the slackening rate of in¬ 
dustrial growth. Minimum lending 
rate has been coming down since 
March 199^, when it stood at a much 
higher rate of 19 per cent. The last 
reduction was in April 1993 when 
these rates were brought down from 
17 to 16 per cent. The government 
also simultaneously reduced the in¬ 
terest rates on several small-saving 
schemes by 1 to 1.5 per cent. 

Rising Fiscal Deficit: After 
having achieved a formidable target 
of restricting fisca 1 deficit to 5 per cent 
of GDP during 1992-93, it appears 
that the government has lost way in 
between during the current year. The 
target for 1993-94 was deficit of Rs 
4300 crore, but in the first quarter it¬ 
self it was more than Rs 20,000 crore 
and at this rate the deficit may exceed 
even 5.7 per cent of GDP, more than 
the level achieved last year. Higher 
fiscal deficit this year is also one of 
the important factors responsible for 
rising rate of inflation. If this trend 
continues it seems highly unlikely 
that the target of 5 per cent of GDP, 
both for the States and the Centre 
taken together, sought to be achieved 
by 1996-97, will be achieved. 

VL INTERNATIONAL 
SCENE 

f late the global recession 
showed signals of 
weakening, yielding 
place to the recovery. 
Suspension of Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (£RM) in Europe is one 

sia 


factor yddeh has reaidted in shd}illty 
and growth in ffie devel(^>ed west. 
During 1994, the real GEHP of the USA 
is expected to graw at a rate of 3.1 per 
cent, as against the prelected 
growth rate of 2.6 per cent in 1993. 
The growth rate of industrial out¬ 
put in USA is also likely to rise by 
4.2 per cent during 1994. GDP 
growth rate in the European 
cemntries, however, is likely to be 
between 1 to 2 per cent. Economic 
prospects in two other economic 
giants, Germany and Japan, are also 
looking up. 

' ''’G-7 Summit: The sununit of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) countries was 
held in Tokyo. In a landmark decision 
the seven most industrialised 
countries of the world agreed to pull 
down tariff barriers drastically. The 
developing countries may also reap 
the benefit of these reductions, 
provided that they also open up their 
economies. The category of goods on 
which import duties are planned tc 
be reduced include medicines, 
medical equipment, beer, furni¬ 
ture, farm implements, wines, iron 
and steel, etc. While dealing with 
serious economic problems the 
group expressed concern over the 
on-going political and ethnic 
troubles erupting across the 
world. The summit also paved the 
way for ratification of GATT talks 
on the Uruguay round of negotia¬ 
tions. 

$2 Billion Aid: The World Bank 
approved a record $ 2 billion for 23 
projects, in the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1993, to assist the developing 
countries in environmental protec¬ 
tion and improvement. This was 
revealed in a report called "World 
Bank and Environment", released in 
Washington on September 27,1993. 
As per the report, the aid was 
doubled from the 1992 level of as¬ 
sistance. It earmarked 1.3 billion 
dollars for pollution control and 
protection of urban environment, 
500 million dollars for natural 
resource management and protec¬ 
tion of rural environment and 200 
million dollars for envircmmental 
institution building in the develop¬ 
ing countries. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

AtTAi Asia Free Trade Area. 

AJTj Advanced Jet Trainer. 

AMC: Asset Management Com¬ 
panies. 

APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic 
Corporation. 

ASLV; Augmented Satellite 
Launch Vehicle. 

ATA: Air Time Authority (Pre¬ 
viously known as Broadcasting 
Council of India). 

ATCI: Air Time Committee of 
India. 

ATTF: All Tripura Tribal Force. 

CAPART: Council for PcotIc's 
A ction and Advancement of Rural 
Technology. 

CAPES: Computer-Aided Paper¬ 
less Examination System. 

CHOGM: Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting. 

CITES: Convention on Interna¬ 
tional Trade in Endangered Species. 

CLASP: Child Labour Action 
and Support Project. 

CLASS: Computer Literacy and 
Studies in School. 

CRR: Cash Reserve Ratio. 

CSD: Commission on Sus¬ 
tainable Development. 

ECCh Economic Cooperation Or¬ 
ganisation. 

EFA: Education For All. 

EHTP: Electronic Hardware 
Technology Parks. 

Fll: Foreign Instituticmal Inves¬ 
tors. 

GCA: General Currency Area. 

GMRT: Giant Meterwave Radio 
Telescope. 

GSP: Generalised Special 
Preferences. 

GSTP: Global System of Trade 
Preferences. 

GTO: Geosynchronous Transfer 
Orbit. 
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INSAS: Indian Small Arms Sys¬ 
tem. 

IPEC: International Programme 
on die Elimination of Child Labour. 

IPR: Intellectual Property Rights. 

IPRS: International Price Reim¬ 
bursement Scheme. 

IREP: Integrated Rural Energy 
Planning. 

lYF: International Year of Family. 

JAIN: Joint American Indian 
Network. 

JPC: Joint Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee. 

JWG: Joint Working Group. 

LERMS: Liberalised Exchange 
Rate Management System. 

LTA: Light Transport Aircraft. 

MRTS: Mass Rapid Transit Sys¬ 
tem. 

MTCR: Missile Technology Con¬ 
trol Regime. 

MTO: Multilateral Trade Or¬ 
ganisation. 

NAFTA: North America Free 
Trade Agreement. 

NBA: Narmada Bachao An- 
dolan. 

NPT: (Nuclear) Non-Prolifera¬ 
tion Treaty. 

NRBI: National Rural Bank of 
India. 

NRF: National Renewal Fund. 

NRR: National Reproduction 
Rate. 

NSC: National Security Council. 

NSE: National Stock Exchange. 

ODS: Ozone Depletion Substan¬ 
ces. 

OTCEE Over the Counter Ex¬ 
change of India. 

FATA: Paciftc-Asia Travel As¬ 
sociation. 

PSLV: Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle. 

RAF; Rapid Action Force. 

SAPTA: SAARC Preferential 
Trading Agreement. 


SCADA: Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition System. 

SEBI: Securities and Exchange 
Board of India. 

SLR: Statutory Liquidity Ratio. 
START: Strategic Arms Reduc¬ 
tion Treaty. 

TRIPS: Trade Related Intellec¬ 
tual Property Rights. 

WDF: Wasteland Development 
Force. 

AWARDS 

NATIONAL AWARDS 
Aijuna Awards, 1991 

♦ Limba Ram (Arctery), Rajeev 
Bagga (Badminton), D.S. Yadav 
(Boxing), Dalvir S. Rathor (Romng), 
Chhaya Adak (Weightlifting), Capt 
Adhiraj Singh (Equestrian), K. 
Ui^akumar (Volleyball) and Ali Sher 

Maulana Azad Tirophy: Given to 
the university witfi the best record in 
sports, was claimed by the Guru 
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar. 

Dr B.C. Roy Awards 

* Prof P.N. Tandon of tiie Neuro 
Science Centre, Department of 
Neurrsurgery, All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, and Prof. JS. 
member of the Planning Commission 
and President of the National 
Academy of Medical Sciences, have 
jointly bagged the prestigious award. 

The award carries a cash award 
of Rs one lakh and a silver salver 
each. 

Boriaug Awards, 1992 

♦ Dr Amrita Patel, Prof Surajit K. 
Datta and Dr M. Ran have been given 
the Boriaug awards for outstanding 
contributions to agriculture. 

Dr Patel is the first wonum to be 
chosen for the award. 

Dhanvantari award, 1993 

# Dr ICS. Chugh, fonner protessor 
and head of the department of 
Nephrology, PGI, Chandigaib has 
becm awarded the 23rd [%anvantari 

COMPETITION MASTER 


award for his contribution in (he field 
of Nephrology. 


Jnanpith Award, 1992 

Mr Naresh Mehta, the well* 
' known Litterateur, has bag^d 
the Award for his outstanmng 
contribution to Indian literature 
through creative writing in Hindi 
during the period 1972^1. 

The award carries a citation 
plaque and a bronze replica of 
vagaevi, besides a cheque for Rs 
two lakh. 


G.D. Birla award for scientific 
research, 1993 

# The Aird G.D. Birla award has 
been given to Dr R.A. Mashelkar, 
director of the National Chemical 
Labcn-atory, Pune. 

Indira Gandhi award for national 
integration 

# Jain saint and founder of Anuvrat. 
movem«tt, Acharya IXUsi has been 
given the latest award for his out* 
standing contribution towards the 
cause of national integration. 

The award comprises of a cita¬ 
tion and a cash prize of Rs 1.51 lakh. 
Indira Gandhi Paryavaran 
Puruskar (Environment Award), 

1991 

# Noted industrialist Mr S.P. Godrej 
in reco^tion to the contribution in 
the field of environment. 

The award carries Rs one lakh in 
cash. 

In die category of organisations, 
the award has gone to Dasholi Gram 
Swarajya Mandal of Gopeshwar 
(Uttar IVadesh). 

Iqbal Samman, 1992 

# The prestigious Urdu literature 
award, for 19% has been given to the 
Urdu poet Majrooh Sultanpuri. 

Kabir Samman, 1991 

# The Kabir Samman for excellence, 
outstanding creativi^ and dedica¬ 
tion in fire field of Indian poetry, has 
been given to distirtguished Marathi 

poet NvGovind Vinayak Karandikar. 
Kalidas Samman, 19%*93 

# Renowned Kudiattam dancer and 

Guru, Mr Amanur Madhav Chakyar, 

has been given the Kalidas Saounan 

for 1992-93. 

Konarak Samman, 1991 

# The first Konarak Samman has 


be^ ctmferted to Mrs Subbulakshmi, 
die doyen of Carnatic clas^cal music. 
Lata Mangeshkar award, 1992 

# IWo awards have b«m instituted 
in dw name of Lata Mangeshkar. The 
award instihited by Government of 
Madhya Pradesh, for 1992*93, has 
been ^ ven to music conq»oser, Rahul 
Dev Durman. Another award, in¬ 
stituted by the government of 
Maharashtra, to mane the 50 years of 
singinp; by Lata Mangeshkar, has 
been given to dassioil singer, Manik 
Verma. 

Moorddevi award, 1992 

# The coveted award has been given 
to the eminent Hindi writer, Kuber- 
nath Ray, for his essay-collection 
KmaDlmu. 

The award comprises of a cita¬ 
tion plaque, a replica of S^raswati 
and a earn prize of Rs 51,000. 
Naudud award, 1993 

# The dc^en of Indian film music, 
Naushad Ali has been conferred 
the award which has been in¬ 
stituted by the government of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Rajiv Gandhi Natioiul 
Sadbhavana award 

# The first Rajiv Gandhi 
Sadbhavana award has been given to 
Mother Teresa. The award lus been 
constituted by the Congress to 
celebrate the golden jubilee year of 
the Quit India movement. 

The award carries a citation and 
a cash prize of Rs 2.5 lakh. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award, 
1992 

# Grandmaster Vishwanathan 
Anand is the first sportsperson to 
receive this prestigious award. 

The award carries a cash amount 
of Rs one lakh. 


R.D. BMa NaMonal Award, 1992 

# Tlie Rameshwardas Birla Nation* 
al Award for outstanding research 
work dene by an Indian scientist in 
medical an4.!telated fields has been 
given'to Dr Madhav G. Deo, Chief of 
Cancer Research Institute at the fata 
Memorial Centre. 

Republic Dav Awards, 1993 

# ^e Republic Day awards, which 
.are announced every year on tiie eve 
of the Republic Day have not been 
announced for 1993 following the 
government's decision to awan tiie 
verdict of the court on the con¬ 
stitutionality of these awards. 

The awards-—Bliaraf Ratna, 
Padma Vibhushan, Padm Bhtulm and 
Padma Shri—have been challenged in 
two High Courts. 

Ashok Chakra: The country's 
highest civilian award, Ashok Chma, 
has been awarded to Second Lt 
Rakesh Singh of the Grenadiers, who 
made, the supreme sacrifice of his 
life in saving one of his men while 
counter-attacking a group of 
Kashmiri militants in December 
1992. 

Sanswati Samman, 1993 

♦ Well-known Oriya poet and Lit¬ 
terateur, Mr Ramakant Rath has been 
selected for the 1993 Saraswati Sam- 
man for his work Sriradha. The award 
has been instituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation. 

Shankar Puruskar, 1992 

* Well-known Hindi litterateur 
Govind Chandra Pande has been 

iven the first Shankar Puruskar for 
is book Bharatiya Parampra Ke Moot 
Swar, 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla foundation for works in 
Hindi on Indian philosophy, culture 
and art. 


Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1993 

For promoting Gandhian values outside India: Prof Johan Gaining of 
France. 

For constructive work in society: Vichitra Narayan Sharma of Gandhi 
Ashram, Lucknow. 

For use o/ Science & Technology for rural development: Dinkararao S. 
Pawar of Baramati district of Pune in Maharashtra. 

For uplift and wdfareeftoomen and children: Ms Chandrakantaben Shah 
and Ms mrvilasb«i Shah of Sarvodaya Parivar Trust of Pindval in Valsad 
district of Gujarat. 

&K:h award carries a dtatirai, a trophy and Rs two lakh cash ot 
equivalent in ftire^pt exchange. 
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Si^ti Swfrnp Blurtiiagar twaid*, 

# Twelve scientists have been 
wdecied for the 1993 Shiinti Swamp 
Bhatnagar awards, the nation^s 
highest awards in science. 

The ttiatiuigar award recipients 
include Dr P. Gadagkar apd Dr 
MJR.N. Murthy from 9w Indian In- 
stitute of Science, Bangalore, for 
biciogical sciences. Dr S.R. Gadre from 
Poona University and Dr T. 
Ramasami from the Central Leather 
Research Institute (CLRi), Madras, fin 
chemical sciences. 

Dr U.C. Mohanty, from the 
Department of Sdencx and Technol- 
ogy. New Delhi,/or earth, atmosphere, 
ocean and planetary sciences. Mr 
Dipankar Banerjee from the Defence 
Metallurgical Research Laboratory, 
Hyderabad, and Mr S.K. Bhatia from 
the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay, for enginming sciences. 

In mathematics, the award goes 
ointly to Dr Karmeshu feom 
awaharlal Nehru University and Dr 
vI.M. Singhi, of the Tata Institute of 
fundamental Research, Bombay. 

Dr G.P. Pal, from M.P. Shah Medi¬ 
cal College, Jamnagar, has been 
selected for medicine. Dr Gopal Krish¬ 
na from the National Centre for 
Radio Astrophysics, Pune, and Dr R. 
Simon, from the Institute of Mathe¬ 
matical Sciences. Madras, jbr Physics. 
Shared Joshi Award, 1993 

# The first Sharad Joshi Samman, in¬ 
stituted by the government of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh, has been given to the 
well-known satirist, Mr Harishankar 
Parsai. The award carries a citation 
and a cash prize of Rs 51,000. 

Tansen Samman, 1992 

# Two Hindustani music stalwarts, 
Mr Ramrao Naik of Bangalore and 
Pandit Sharat Chandra Akolkar of 
Bombay share the award. 

Tblai Samman, 1991 

# The 1991 award has been given to 
Mr Balappa V, Hukkeri, Mr Elalkrish- 
na Das and Mr Jhaduram Devangana 
for their contribubon in promotion 
and development of tribal folk arts. 
Vaduupati Puruskai; 1993 

# The first Vachaspati Puruskor 
(award) for Sanskrit writing has been 
given to Dr Jagannath Pathak of 
Jammu for his work Mridvika. The 
award has been instituted by tiie K.K. 


fMrla Foundation and carries Rs 
50/100 in cai^. 

VIknm Sambhai Award, 1990 
# The first Vikram Sarabhai award, 
instituted by the Indian Space Re¬ 
search 0»antsation (ISRO), was 

t iven to ^viet academician V.A. 
lotilnikov. 

Vyas Samman, 1993 
# Prof 9tiv F^asad Singh has been 
^ven this award for his novel, Neela 
Chand. This Rs 1.50 lakh award is ac¬ 
corded to an outstanding Hindi 
literary work of an fodian citizen 
published during Ihe past ten years. 

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

Jawahailal Nehru award for 
International Understanding, 1992 
# Mrs Anuta Asaf Ali, veteran of the 
Satya^aha movement of 1932, 
Civil Disobedience movement of 
1941 and heroine of the Quit India 
movement of 1942 has been given 
this award. 

The award carri^ a cheque of Rs 
15 lakh and a citation. 

Indira Gandhi prize for Peaai, 
Disarmament and Development 

4 Dr Saburo.Okita, a former Ftueign 
Minister of Japan and a well-known 
economist has been nominated for 
this award. 


liulirtGandid Award lor 
Interoationat Justioe and Harmoiw 
# The first hmira Gandhi award for 
international justice and harmony 
has been given to FLO dtief Yasser 
Arafat. 

The awar^ co^rising a silver 
shield, is instituted by tilte hidian 
Coun<^ of World Afiairs (ICWA). 
Ramon Magsaysay awav^ 1993 

For international understanding: 
Noburulwamura^ professor (d social 
work at Nihom-Fulwhi University in 
Japan for promoting rural health 
development in Nepal and Soutiv- 
East Asia. 

For literature; Bienvenido Lum- 
bera, a former English professor of 
Philippines, for promoting nearly 
forgotten vernacular arts of his 
country. 

For government service: Vo Tory 
Kuan, an agricultural scimtist c» 
Vietnam, for nis work in helping Viet¬ 
namese formers increase tlwr yidds. 
resulting in bumper harvests. 

For public service: Ms Banco 
Coyaji, an Indian medical doctor, for 
her ludong work to improve the lot 
of the rural women in her country. 

For community leadership; ^dur- 
rahman Wahid, an Indonesian Mus¬ 
lim scholar, for his work in leading 
the Nahdlatui Ulama, Indonesia's 


Nobel prizes, 1993 

For Peace: African National Cemmss President, Mr Nelson Mandela 
and South African President, Mr F.W. de Klerk, have been awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for overcoming centuries of distrust, bred by r«K:ial 
separation and for pushing South Africa towards democracy. 

For Literature: Ms Toni Morrison, an African-American woman writer 
for work which had given life to "an essraitial aspect of American reality". 

For Physics: Dr Russel A. Hulse and Dr Joseph H. Taylor Jr of the 
Princeton University in USA "for the discovery of a new ty^ of pulsar, a 
discovery that has r^^ened new posibilities for the study or gravitatiem." 

For Chemistry: Prof Kary B. MuUis of ttie US, for Inventing a tool that 
allows extremely detailed examination of the DN A, tihat forms me building 
blocks of genes; and Prof Michael Smifo of Canada for his work on a 
method for altering DNA to determine its function. 

For Medicine: Dr Richard J. Roberts of England and Dr Philip A. Sharp 
of the USA for their discovery of split genes. 

For Economics: Prof Robert W. Fogel and Prof Douglas C. North of USA 
for "having renewed research in economic history, by applying economic 
tbeory and quantitative methods in order to explam ecommuc and institu- 
tiana] charge". 

The Nobel prizes are awarded eveiv year under ti\e will of Alfred 
Nobel, Inventor of 4ynamite and philanthr^ist from Swedor. The award 
is worth $ 6,48,000. 
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lai^t private oi^anisation with 30 
million members. 

Ramon Magsaysay awards have 
been named after the former Presi¬ 
dent of Philippines. These are given 
<^t every year, in five categories, to 
oiitstancling Asians. The awards are 
worth $ 30,000 each. 

Booker pri^ 1993 

* Irish writer Roddy Doyle has won 
die prestigious award for his novel 
Pad^ Clam Ha Ha Ha. Booker prize 
is Britain's most highly prized 
literary award. 

Bookn of Bookers award 

* Salman Rushdie, the Indian-bom 
British author, living under an 
Iranian death threat for blasphemy 
against Islam, has won the Booker of 
Bodcers award. The award has been 
instituted to mark the 25th anniver- 
saiy of Booker Prize, the most pres¬ 
tigious literary prize of Britain. 

Rushdie's novel "Midnights 
Children" was declared the best of 
the books that have won the annual 
Booker prize since 1968. 

Global Booker Prize, 1992 

* Mr Mark Kharitonov of Russia 
has won the first Internationa! 
Booker Prize for his novel. Lines of 
Fate. 

The Booker prize is one of the 
world's most prestigious literary 
awards which is given annually for 
the best English-language novel of 
the year. This was the first time that 
the competition was extended to 
other languages also. 

Earth Prizes, 1992 

* The 1992 Earth prizes or 'Green 
Nobels' have been awarded to the 
UN Development. Programme 
(UNDP), the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and Mr Maurice 
Strong, Secretary General of the UN 
Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED). They were 
recognised for their contribution to 
UNlED's 'Earth Summit' which was 
held in June 1992 at Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

Simon Bolivar Prize, 1992 

* The 1992 International Simon 
Bolivar prize has been jointly won by 
Ms Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of op¬ 
position in Myanmar, and the former 
Tanzaniari President, Mr Julius 
Nyerere. 

The award has been instituted by 


UNESCO. 

United Nations Population award, 
1992 

# Mr JRD Tata and the New York 
based Population Council share the 
UN Population award, 1992. 

Kalinga award, 1992 

# The 1992 Kalinga Prize for the 
popularisaticm of science has been 
jointly awarded to Dr Joige Flores 
Valdes of Mexico and Dr Peter 
Okebnkola of Nigeria. 

This international award is 
presented every year ^ the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Oi^nisation (UNESCO) to 
a person with a distinguished career 
of service in the interpretation of 
science and research to me public. 
UNESCO peace prize, 1993 

# UNESCO has awarded its annua] 

P eace price to Mr Yitzhak Rabin, 
rime Minister of Israel, Mr Shimon 
Peres, Foreign Minister of Israel and 
Mr Yasser Arafat, Chairman of PLO 
for tiieir efforts to bring peace in the 
Middle East by signing the historic 
Israel-PLO peace pact. 

Ri^t Livelihood award, 1993 
# The Right Livelihood foundation 
prize fcH" 1993 has been shared by 
Vandana Shiva of India, Arna 
Merkhamis of Israel, the organisation 
of rural associations for progress in 
Zimbabwe and Mary and Carrie 
Dann of the Western Shoshone nation 
in North America. 

The $ 200,000 prize is also known 
as the alternative Nobel prize. The 
prize was introduced in 1980 to 
nonour and support those offering 
practical and exemplary answers to 
the most urgent contemporary chal¬ 
lenges. 

Stockholm Water Prize, 1993 
# Dr Madhav Atmaram Chitale, 
former Secretary of the Indian Mini.s- 
try of Water Resources, has been 
awarded tiie prize. Water prize is an 
international award, given annually 
for outstanding contributions in 
water con^rvation. 

HLM AWARDS 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award, 1992 
# The 24th Dadasaheb Phalke 
award, the highest award of India for 
contribution to cinema, has been 
given to Dr Bhupen Hazarika, the 
doyen of culture in north-east India. 
The award consists of a cash 


prize of R$ one lakh, a dtation mkI a 
shawl. 

40tti National Film Awards 

Best Feature Film (Swarm 
Kamal); "Bhagyad Geetiha", directed 
by G.V. Iyer. The Him translates tite 
immortal philosophy of the scripture 
into a "Powerful Cinematic Idiom". 
It was the only Sanskrit Hbri entered. 

'Tadma Nadir M»hi", a Bengali 
film, was adjudged me second best 
feature film. 

Best Actor: Mithun Chakraborty 
for his performance in Bengali film 
'TahaderKatha". 

Best Actress: Dimple Kapadia for 
her role in "Rudaali". 

Best Supporting Actor: Sunny 
Deol for his role in "Damini". 

Best Supporting Actress: Revathi 
Menon for her role in Tamil film 
"Thevar Magan". 

Best Playback Singer (hAale): Dr 
Rajkumar, popular Kannada actor. 

Best Playback Singer (feimle): S. 
Janaki for the Tamil film 'Thevar 
Magan". 

Best Child Artist: Amit Phalke 
for his role in "Mujhse Dosti Karogc". 

Indira Gandhi award for the best 
first film of a director Ms Pamela 
Rooks for "Miss Beatty's Children". 

Naigis Dutt award for best film 
on National Integration: "Roja", 
directed by Mani Rathnam. 

Best feature film providing 
wholesome entertainment; "Sargam^' 
in Malayaiam. 

Best music director: A.R. Rah¬ 
man for his music in "Roja". 

Best lyric: Vairamathu for his 
songs in "Roja". 

Special Jury award: Sivaji 
Ganeshan for "Thevar Magan" and 
Ketan Mehta for "Maya Memsaab". 

Best film Critic: Sudhir Bose. 

Best Non-feature film: "In Search 
of Indian Theatre". 

Best Book on Cinema: "Awara", 
a study of Raj Kapoor's cinema by 
Mrs Gayatri Chatterjee. 

Best film on environment: 
"Cheluvi", Hindi film by Girish lOir- 
nad. 

Re^onal films: Rddr-Alir- 
Durari-hm (Assi^ese), Trdiader Katha 
(Bengali), Suraj Ka Satvaan Oheida 
(Hindi), Haraiwya Kuri (Kannada), 
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Smnqkm (MstoyaUun), file Hota 
Vutu^uA (Marathi), Vmy» (Ihmil), 
Ankurem (Telugu). Electric Moon 
(fogUsh). 

BOOKS 

Beloved 

# Thia novel is one of themosfr wide¬ 
ly praised novels of Ms Toni Mor¬ 
rison, winner of the 1993 Nobd prize 
for literature. The novel has the gran¬ 
deur of a Greek tragedy. 

Bharatiya Farampara Ke Mool 
Swar 

# This book has been written by Mr 
Govind Chandra Pande who has 
won the first Shankar Puruskar for 
the year 1992. It embodies four lec¬ 
tures delivered at Hiranand Shastri 
Memorial Lectures. It is a ''unique 
work of an extraordinary Indian 
genius exhibiting scholarship 
twined with deep sensitivity 
towards the philosophy of art and 
beauty". 

Crescent over Kashmir 

# Written by Anil Maheshwari, a 
)oumalist, the book brings fortti the 
fact that people of flie Kashmir Valley 
are not alienated from the national 
mainstream and their disenchant¬ 
ment widi India is merely a myth, 
concocted by the media and pseudo- 
secularists. 

The book also elaborate.^ flie way 
Pak-aided militancy has been let 
loose in the Valley. 

In the Bluest Eye 

# Written by Ms Toni Morrison, 
winner of the 1993 Nobel prize for 
literature, the novel depicts the irony 
of the black experience, Hie inevi table 
self-hatred in an environment over¬ 
shadowed by the un-assailable white 
ideals. This was the first novel to be 
written by Ms Morrison. 

Jazz 

# Jazz has been written by Ms 
Toni Morrison, winner of the 1993 
Nobel prize for literature. It is the 
most recent novel to be written by 
her- 

Kama Dhenu 

# This book is a essay-collection of 
Kubemath Ray, winner of the 1992 
Moortidevi award. 

Kama Dhenu is a coDectian of thir¬ 
teen essays di^ricting tlw Vedic vision 
and andent w^om, as applied to the 
modem complexities of life. 


iaJfa(91i«M) 

# This book has been written by the 
controversial writer from 
Bangladesh, Ms Taslima Nasreen. It 
explores, in detail, the pli^t of the 
Hindu minority in Bangladesh, since 
1977. 

Ms Nasreen is facing death 
threats from fundamentalists in 
Bangladesh. The book has been 
banned in Bangladesh. 

Lines of Fate 

# Lines of Fate has been written by 
Mark Kharitonov, winner of the Brst 
International Booker Prize, 1992. It 
tells the story of a graduate student 
who sets about deciphering the 
thoughts of long-foigotten Russian 
scholar^ written in ttte back of candy 
wrappers. 

Neels Chand 

# Neela Oiand is an ^ic novel by 
Prof 9tiv Prasad Sin^, winner of the 
1993 Viyas Samman. It depicts the 
society and culture of Kashi during 
the m^ieval age. 

Paddy Clarice Ha, Ha, Ha 

# This novel has b^ written by 
Irish writer Roddy Doyle and has 
won him the 1993 Booko’ prize. The 
novel depicts the ups and downs in 
the life of IQ-year-old boy, Patrick 
Clarke. It has been described as 
"funny, humane and sad". 

Song of Solomon 

# With its historical and raic vast¬ 
ness, this novel grapples wim the am¬ 
bitious theme of me genesis of the 
black coitsciousness in America.. It 
has been written by Ms Toni Mor¬ 
rison, winner of tf»e 1993 Nobel prize 
for literature 

Tar Baby 

# Tar Baby is a romance set on a 
Caribbean island. It is more a movel 
of idea.s, where racial and sexual con¬ 
flicts are tackled symbolically. This 
novel has been written by Nfe Toni 
Morrison, winner of the 1993 Nobel 
prize for literature. 


89lli Omfeiencc of IFU 

# The 89th Conference of the Inter¬ 

parliamentary Union was held in 
New Delhi from April 12 to 17,1993. 
Parliamentarians nom 118 countries 
participated. The conference con¬ 
cluded by caUing upon the countries 
in the world to he^ brin^ riiout a 
peaceful solution in Bosnia. It also 
called upon all member countries to 
fully operate witti the UN to 

mamtein an intematianal roister to 
record die sale or transfer ofums to 
ensure "transparency" in arms deals. 

Ihe 90th conference will be held 
in Australia. 

Woriid Population Sununit 

# The World Population Summit 
was held in New Delhi in October 
1993. The meet flayed the developed 
nations for being me nuqor pollutants 
of the environment, despite their low 
population growth. 

As per the estimates. Global 
population is expected to swell to 10 
biliion by the year 2050, wirii 8.7 bil¬ 
lion in the developing countries. The 
population in the developed 
countries, now 1.2 billion, is expected 
to grow to 1.3 billion by 2050. 

coNsmimoN 

Citizenship for dtUdten of Indian 
mothers abroad 

# The Pariiament has approved a 
Bill seeking to riiminate aiscrimin#* 
tion against women in foe matter of 
dtizmship of their children. 

Under the bill, a persem bom out¬ 
side India would be deemed to be an 
Indian citizen if either of his/her 
parents are Indian. Earlier the 
provision applied only if foe father 
was an Indian citizen. 

DAYS; YEARS; WEEKS 

Worid Healfo Day 

# The World Health Organisation 


World Human Rights Conferenre 

The first Human Rights Conference in 25 years was held in Vienna, 
Austria with delegates attending from around 180 countries. The Indian 
delegation was led by foe Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh. 

The "Vienna declaration", adopted at the conclusi<m of the conference, 
urged rile UN and its relevant organisations to proclaim a "UN decade for 
human r^ts" to promote and protect these rij^ts and create condititms 
for theur foil ei^yment by the peoples of foe world. 
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dedicated April 7, 1993, the World 
Healdi r>ay, to the 3.5 million people 
who die annually in violent act^ both 
Intentional and accidental. 

Worid No*Tobacco Day 

* The Worid Health Organisation 
(WHO) had dectared May 31 as "No 
Tobacco Day" to highlight the in¬ 
jurious effects of tobacco. 
Nutrition-week 

* On S eptember 1, 1993, the 
UNIC^ launched a nationri nutri¬ 
tion wedc. The aim was to increase 
awareness on various aspects of 
nutrition. 


1994 to be Intemational Year of 
Family 

The family is a natural and 
fundamental unit of society. It 
warrants special attmtion. Atten¬ 
tion of governments too. More so 
today when toe family is disin¬ 
tegrating aU over the world. 

To increase awareness of 
family issues among govern¬ 
ments as well as in ^ private 
sector, toe United Nations had 
declared that 1994 will be ob¬ 
served as toe Intematioruil Year 
of Family. 


DEFENCE 

'Prithvi' Inducted into Army 

# Prithvi, India's first indigenously 
built long-range surface-to-surface 
missile, lus been inducted into the 
Indian Army. The 11 corps has 
achieved the distinction of being the 
first to be equipped with this missile. 

Loaded wito the fuel, Prithvi has 
a shelf life of five years. Without toe 
propellant fuel its life is 25 years. 
Main Battle Tank, Arjun, ready 

# Arjun, India's own Main Battle 
Tattk (MBT), was fermally launched 
on March 1,1993 after two decades of 
labour. India has, thus, joined toe ex¬ 
clusive club of world powers capable 
of manufacturing such taidcs. 

Arjun has been designed to meet 
the stringent specifications of the 
Army. It represents the translation of 
advanced design into a reliable and 
effective weapon system, to meet the 
varied threats of 90's and beyond. It 
offers toe troops a state-oMhe-art 
tank wito superior fire power, high 


mobility and excellent protection. 
Misrile laundh vehicle developed 

* Indian defence scientists have 
devrioped a state-of-art armoured 
combat vehicle that will carry and 
launch toe deadly missiles, mshul, 
AJash and Nag, 

Named Samth, this Infantry 
Combat Vehicle (ICV) has been in- 
novatively modified by scientists at 
toe Avadi-based Combat Vehicles Re¬ 
search and Development Estab¬ 
lishment (CVRDE) to suit toe new 
generation missile systems that are to 
TO inducted into toe armed forces in 
the next few years. 

INS Sudej commissioned 

* The INS Sutlei, a hydrographic 
survey ship, whicn had actively par¬ 
ticipated in World War II, was com¬ 
missioned- at the Garden Reach 
ship-building yard, after recondition¬ 
ing, on Februaiy 19,1993. 

The ship would be toe Sandhayak 
class of hydrographic survey ship, in¬ 
digenously desimed by the Indian 
Navy. It would facilitate interfacing 
of all on-board navigation, 
hydrographic and oceanographic 
sensors and provide on-line process¬ 
ing, monitoring, logging and print¬ 
ing facilities. 

INS Mysore launched 

* The second largest indigenously 
made warship of Indian Navy, INS 
Mysore, was launched on June 5, 
1993. 

The 160-metre long, 6,000 tonne 
destroyer will be fitted with latest 
weapons, powerful early warning 
sensors, electronic warfare equip¬ 
ment, two large helicopters and ril 


gas-turbine propulsion j^lahV* ’ 
which will make it capable of achiev¬ 
ing high speeds, the shto will also 
carry sopMsficated surmce-to-sur- 
face and surface-to-air missiles. 
When fully ready, INS Mysore will be 
siiralar to ships being build fay ad¬ 
vanced countries. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Army to raise fourth ecological 
taskforce 

# According to the Chief of Army 
Staff, General B.C. Joshi , a fourm 
Ecological Taric Force (E1F) of toe ter- 
ritoriri army would be raised for af¬ 
forestation in the hilly Kumaon 
regipn in Uttar Pradesh. 

the new ETF battalion aims at 
bringing back toe glory of toe rc^cm 
whi^ was once called Kali (dark) 
Kumaon because even toe sun rays 
could not place through its thickly- 
forested hills. The task force would 
also provide the much-needed suc¬ 
cour to 250-odd ex-servicemen of the 
Pithoragarh district. 

The first Ecological Task Force, 
127 infantry battalion (TA), compris¬ 
ing two companies, was raised at 
D^adun-Mussoorie on December 
1982. TWo more ETFs were raised, 
one and three companies, for ecologi¬ 
cal development of the heavuy 
degraded area in Sambha in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Bikaner in Rajas¬ 
than, respectively. 

EXPEDITIONS 

12th Antarctica expedition 

# The 12to Indian scientific expedi¬ 
tion to Antarctica was flagged-off 
from Goa on December 6,1992. 


Indian women scale Mt Everest 

On May 10, 1993 Santcsh Yadav, deputy leader of the Indo-Nepal 
Everest expedition, became toe first woman in toe world to climb Mt 
Everest peak for the second time. Along wito her, two otoer Indian women 
were also successful in climbing onto toe peak. They were 20-year-old 
Kunga Bhutia and 19-year-old Dicky Dolma. 

Dicky Dolma, belonging to Manali, Himachal Pradesh, has become 
the youngest woman to climb 8848-metre high Mt Everest. 

On May 16,1993 four more Indian womot achieved toe distincti(m of 
climbing Mt Everest. They were; Dipu Sharma, Radha Devi, Suman Katyal 
and Savita Matoliya. They Were accompanied by two technical advisers, 
Rajiv Sharma and Neema Notbu. 

• The 16-member all-women Indian expedition was led by Ms 
Bachendri Pal, who is the first Indian woman to climb Mt Everest This was 
toe fifth Indian expedition to Everest. 
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IIm 56<«Ms^«cp«diliQn i9 lid 
VX of dii Nation' 

if Institute of Oceanogri^y, 
FiistMCCitiful uostt^potted wslk 
acniss Aatixctici 

# Englishimn, Sir Ranulph Fiennes, 
48, end. Dr Mchad Stroud, 37, have 
become the first explorers in the 
world to waUc and skC unsupported, 
2,700 km across die Antarctka. They 
had set out on November 9, 1992 
fivMn Gould Bay on Antarctica's At¬ 
lantic Ocean side. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Indigenous N-fuel technology 
developed 

# India has developed a mixed 
uranium plutonium (MOX) fuel tech- 
nol^ which could help operated 
the Ivapur atomic power station in 
the event of the French government's 
stoppage of low enriched uranium 
supply, after the expiry of the con¬ 
tract in 1993 end. 

The French government has indi¬ 
cated that future supply would be 
made only on the condition of India 
accepting a full .scope International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
safeguard. Theentire quantity of fuel, 
under the 1983 contract, has already 
been supplied. 

Kakrapar power plant operational 

# The first unit of the 220 megawatt 
Kakrapar Atomic Power Project 
(KAPP) began commercial operation 
on May 6, !993. 

The nuclear power plant is 
situated 86 km from Surat in Gujarat. 
Unit-1 of KAPP is the ninth (grating 
nuclear power plant of India. 
Electricity from this plant will be sup- 
lied to Gujarat, Maharashtra, Mad- 
ya Prade^ and Goa. 

Koodankulam N-Power Plant 

# Kerala will join Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Pon¬ 
dicherry in the setting up of the 
Koodankulam nuclear power plant 
at Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu. 

. The 1,000 MW power plant will 
be executed by tiie Nuclear Power 
G>iporatiDn in about Eve years at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5300 crote. The 
funds will come throu^ public bor¬ 
rowings and from the Central and 
State govemmoits. 

France testing new enrichment 
mocess 

# France has announced it has 


developed a new techndc^ for en¬ 
riching uranium that will cut nuclear 
fuel price by more than half and 
render existing enrichment tech¬ 
nologies obsolete by 1996. 

The new process called Silm 
(atomic vapour laser isotope separa¬ 
tion) consumes one-tenth the power 
required for the diffusion process. It 
uses a combination df hi^ power 
lasers and electro-magnetic fields to 
separate the fissile (uranium-235) 
from natural uranium. 

Synchrotron radiation facility 

# India became a key member of an 
exclusive 15-nation club when its first 
synchrotron radiation facility, 
lNDUS-1, an advanced nuclear par¬ 
ticle acxderatCH', was commissioned 
in 1992 end at the Centre for Ad¬ 
vanced Technology (CAT), Indore. 

Particle accelerators have many 
important applications. The high 
energy particle beams are an effective 
probe for unrav'elling the innermost 
structure of the matter and the forces 
that govern its behaviour. These ac¬ 
celerators are also used widely in in¬ 
dustry for treatment of materials, 
welding, drilling of refractory metals 
and etching of microchips in the 
production of integrated circuits. 

PERSONS 

Bhutto, Benazir 

# Ms Benazir Bhutto has been re¬ 
elected as the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. She is the only woman 
Prime Minister in the Muslim world 
to return to power, for the second 
time, after a gap of three years. 
Chinmayananda, Swamy 

# Swamy Chinmayananda, the 
spiritual godfather of millions the 
world over, died on August 4, 1993. 
mi his last day he was teaching the 
simple yet essential tenets that the 
Bmgamd Gita holds. 

Ciller, Tansu 

# Mrs Tansu Ciller, 47, has become 
the first woman Prime Minister of 
Turkey. Her appointment is a refresh¬ 
ing signal that secularism as well as 
progressive ideals can flourish in a 
Muslim country. Mrs Ciller repre¬ 
sents the changing face of the Turkish 
woman. 

ainton,Bni 

# Bill Clinton has been elected as the 
42nd Preridentof USA- He belongs to 


the Demoerstic Pute. Bom dbtpqor 
In the tiny town of Hope, Arkan^, 
he overcame extra-orainary odda 
and obstacles to reach tills position, 
de Klerk, F.W. 

# He riiares tiie 1993 Nobel peace 
rize with Mr Nelson Mandela for 
is Efforts to overcome centurtes of 

distrust, bred by racial sqiaration, in 
Soutii Africa. 

Mr de Klerk has been President 
of South Africa since 1989. He 
received a law degree in 1958 and till 
1972 he ran a law nrm. In 1972 he was 
elected to the Parliament 
Deodhan Prof D.B. 

# The grand old man of Indian 
cricket. Prof Dinkar Balwant Deod- 
har, died cm August24,1993. He was 
101 and seven months c4d. He was 
the oldest living cricketer of the 
world. 

Dolma, Dicky 

# 19-year-old girl from Manali in 
Himachal Pradc^, Dicky Dolma has 
become tiie youngest woman in tiie 
world to climb Mt Everest She is a 
student of IOh-I class in Manali. ^e 
was amcmg the thirteen woimm who 
were selected for India's first all¬ 
women expeditiem to Everest 
Dutt, Utpal 

# Veteran film and theatre per¬ 
sonality, Utpal Dutt, died on August 
19,1993. He was 64. He was a living 
legend in theatre career that spanned 
more tiian three decades. 

Fogei, Prof Robert W. 

# Prof Fogei of USA has shared the 
1993 NobelPrize for econcnnics. He is 
67‘year<ild. His foremost work cem- 
cems the role of the railways fit the 
economic development of USA. In i 
one research paper he has also shown 
that slavery was economically effi¬ 
cient. 

Ghali, Boufros Boutros 

# Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
Deputy Prime Mimster of Egypt, has 
berame tiie first Afeo-Arab to become 
the Secretary-General of tiie United 
Nations. 

Galtung, Prof Johan 

# Prof Galtung is tiie winner tiie 
1993 Jamnala! Bajaj award for 
promotine Gandhian values outside 
India. He oelcqigs to France. 

He founded tiie bitematioaal In¬ 
stitute for Peace Research in 1959and 
as the director ha# given cemetete 
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shape to its research activities. He ob¬ 
tained his inspiration from the 
thou^ts, teaching and the practices 
at Ma^tma Gandhi's life and work. 
HM, Chris 

Chris Hant, Secretary General of 
the Communist Party and the sttiior 
leader of the African National Ccm- 

f jress (ANC) was assassinated in 
ohannesburgf South Africa, on April 
10, 1993. His assassination was a 
nrat set-back to efforts to end Apart¬ 
heid in South Affica. 

Hasan, Prof S. Nurul 
# ]^f S. Nurul Hasan, tite Gover¬ 
nor of West Bengal since 1986, died 
on July 12, 199^ He had a distin¬ 
guished academic career, before 
entering politics. 

He was instrumental in introduc¬ 
ing die innovative 10 4 2 -f 3 educa¬ 
tional system. Soft spoken and 
intellectually agile. Prof Hasan con¬ 
ducted himself with exemplary grace 
and dignity. 

Hazard, Dr Bhupen 
# Dr Bhupen Hazarika is one of the 
leading film-makers of India. He has 
been honoured with the 24th 
Dadasaheb Phalke award. 

A stalwart in die annals of India's 
cultural heritage. Dr Hazarika is a 
multi-faceted genius who writes 
poetry and songs, composes music, 
sings and acts. For die last forty years 
he has been working to propagate die 
better cinema movem«it in north¬ 
eastern States, especially Assam. 
Hulse, Dr Russel A. 

# Dr Hulse of USA shares the 
1993 Nobel prize for physics with Dr 
loseph Taylor "for die discovery of a 
new type of pulsar, a'discove^ that 
has opened new possibilities ror the 
study of gravity". 

Dr Hulse, bom in New York, 
earned his doctorate in Physics in 
1975 from the University of Mas¬ 
sachusetts. At present he is working 
at the Princeton University in New 
lersey. 

Joshi, Gen B.C 

# Gen B.C. Joshi, AVSM, PVSM, is 
Chief of Army Staff of India. 

He was commissioned in Decem¬ 
ber 1954 in the armoured corps. 
During his career he has held impor¬ 
tant command and staff appoint¬ 
ments. He is known for his 
professionalism and fair sense of )us- 


Kavl, Air Marshal Swaroop 
IMshha 

# One of the most highly decorated 
officers of the Indian Air Force, Air 
Marshal S.K. Kaul has been ap¬ 
pointed as die Chief of the Air Staff. 
Mandela, Nelson 

# Nelson Mandela, President of die 
African National Congress, shares 
the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize with 
President of South Africa, Mr F.W. de 
Klerk, for his efforts to bring peace in 
South Africa. 

He was imprisoned for 27 years 
by the white Soudi African regime for 


viewed as a political giant, who with 
care and determination has fought 
for the liberation of his people. 
Mehta, Naresh 

# Naresh Mehta is the winner of the 
1992 Jnanpidi award. A voice to be 
reckoned with, in modern Hindi 
poetry, he has to his credit, fourteen 
collections of poems, seven novels, 
three short-story collections, four 
plays, four works of creative prose 
and a travelogue. He is described by 
his critics as both a traditionalist and 
a modernist. 

Some of his outstanding works 
include: Utsava, Aranya, Samshay Ki 
Ek Rmt and Mahaprasthan. 

Morrison, Toni 

# She is the winner of the 1993 
Nobel prize for literature. She is the 
eighth woman and first Afro- 
American to win the prestigious 
award. 

62-year-old Ms Morrison was 
bom into a black working-class fami¬ 
ly in Lorain, Ohio, Her first novel. The 
Bluest Eye was published in 1970. In 
1988 she won the Pulitzer prize for 
fiction. Her other novels are; Beloved, 
Sula, Song of Solomon, Tar Baby and 
jazz. Most of her novels are richly ex¬ 
pressive depictions of "Black 
America", 

Malli8,ProfKa(yB. 

# He shares the 1993 Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry with Prof Michael Smith 
of Canada for inventing a tool that 
allows extremely detailed examina¬ 
tion of the DNA, that forms the build¬ 
ing blocks of genes. 

Narwanan, K.R. 

# Kocheril Raman Narayanan is 
the 10th Vice-President of India. 


Naiayai^Vkltitra 

# He is foe wirmor of the 1993 Jam- 
nalal Bajaf award for ou^tanding 
contribution in the area of ccmstruo* 
tive work and rural development. 

96-year-oId, Mr Narayan is a 
veteran freedom fighter. He has 
worked tirelessly for the propagation 
of Khadi and the provision of 
employment to vast number of 
per^le. 

North, Prof Douglass C. 

# Seventy-two-year-old Dr North of 
USA was in the news for sharing the 
1993 Nobel prize for economics. He 
has been associated in the study (rf 
long-term development of the US 
and. Europe. In a recent work he 
analysed the role institutions play in 
economic growffi. 

Since 1983 he has been a profes¬ 
sor at Washington University in St 
ix>uis. He took his doctorate at tibe 
University of California, Berkeley. 
Patil, Shivraj 

# Shivraj Patil is ttie Speaker of the 
10th Lok ^bha. Soft-spoken, Mr Patil 
has earned the respect of tellow 
members for his complete impar¬ 
tiality as Deputy Speaker of the 9th 
Lok Sabha. 

Pawar, Dinkararao S. 

# He is the winner of the 1993 Jam- 
nalal Bajaj award for application of 
science and technology for rural 
development. He ha.s been in¬ 
strumental in transformation of the 
drought-prone taluka of Baramati 
into a fertile area, using numerous lift 
irrigation schemes and percolation 
tanll^. 

Premadasa, Ranasinghe 

# President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
of Sri Lanka was assassinated in a 
suicide bomb attack on May 1,1993. 
His assassination came just o\'er a 
week after his main political rival, Mr 
Lalith Athulathmuoali, was gunned 
down while campaigning for the 
provincial council elections. 
Rangarajan, Dr C. 

# iJr C. Rangarajan, member Plan¬ 
ning Commission, has been ap- 

C led Governor of the Reserve 
of India. 

Roberts, Dr Richard J. 

* He is one of the co-winners of tiic 
1993 Nobel prize for Medicine. He 
works at New &igland Biolabs in 
Beverly, Massachusets: His discovery 
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; fenes hw aidi^ in iiw ftody 

: of cancel' and other diseaaes. Dr 
Robert isa Bdtiiiher. 

Shaii^ QundnkantdMn, Shah, 
Harvitodben 

# 63>yeaisdd Ms Chandrakantab^ 
and 62-year^ld Kb Harvilasben are 
winn«» of the 1$I93 Jamnalal Bajaj 
award for out^nding work relatra 
to welfare of women and children. 

At the call of ^noba Bhave they 
gave up their jobs and dedicated 
tnemseives to the Sarvodaya and 
Bhoodan work. They have trans* 
formed the lives ot over 50,000 
adivasis in 100 villages. Vinobaji used 
to call them Bhaginidvayee 
Harshchandra (sister-duo Harish- 
chandra). 

Shankar, Pandit Ravi 

# Pandit Ravi Shankar, the great 
master of the sitar, has been chosen 
for the 1992 Magsaysay award for 
journalism, literature and creative 
conununication arts. 

Shanna, Dr Shankar Dayal 

Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma is the 
ninth President of India. During an 
active public career, spanning half a 
century, he has earned himself 
epithets of experienced ad¬ 
ministrator, season^ politician and 
learned scholar. 

Sharp, Dr Philip A. 

# Dr Sharp, who works at the Mas- 
sachusets Institute of Technology 
Centre for Cancer Research has been 
honoured with 1993 Nobel prize for 
Medicine for his discovery of split 
genes. He shares the prize with Dr 
Richard ]. Roberts of England. 
Shekhawat, Admiral V.S. 

# Admiral V.S Shekhawat is India's 
Naval Chief. He was commissioned 
on July 1,1956. He is a submariner. In 
his service of over 37 years, he has 
held a variety of Command appoint¬ 
ments. 

Smith, Prof Michael 

See under Mullis, Prof Kaiy B. 
Su,theiland, Peter 

# Peter Sudierland, chairman of the 
Allied Irish Banks, has- been ap¬ 
pointed director-general of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GAfn. 

liunbo, Oliver 

# Oliver Tambo was revered by 
Soudr Africa's Blacks as a hero of 
liberation movement. He had led, in 


fficile, the then*banned African Na¬ 
tional Congress hrr decades. April 
24, 1999 he died from a stroke. He 
wa»^. 

Taylor fry Prof Joseph H. 

# Prof Taylor of the Princeton 
UiUversity m the USA shares die 1993 
Nobel prize for ph'raics with his col¬ 
league, Dr Russel. Their discovery of 
a new type of pulsar is of "^at sig¬ 
nificance for astrophysics and 
gravitational physics and represents 
an important milestcme in the histori¬ 
cal development of technology and 
scienre". 

Prof Taylor was bom in Philadel¬ 
phia and got his doctorate in 
astronomy in 1968 from the Harvard 
University. 

Venkatachaliah, Justice M.N. 

# Justice Manepalli Narayanrao 
Venkatadialiah is the Chief Justice of 
India. In the domain of law he is a 
respected name. Besides being an ex¬ 
pert on the Constitutional Law and 
Civil Law, he is known for his 
humanitarian approach and honesty 
of conviction. 

Wijetunga, D.B. 

# Mr Dengiri Banda Wijetunga is 
the President of Sri Lanka. Mr 
Wijetunga was first elected to the Par¬ 
liament in 1965. He joined the 
governing United National Party in 
1946. He is among the most senior 
members of the UNP. 

PLACES 

Azerbaijan 

# Azerbaijan, an oil-rich country of 
seven million people, along the 
Caspian Sea, is the latest of the former 
Soviet republics to be tom by civil 
war. The unrest endangers the fragile 
democracy of the country. 
Czechoslovakia 

# As 1993 began, Czechoslovakia 
faded into history and was replaced 


by independent Czech and Slovak 
republics, After 74 years under die 
umbrella of a federation, created 
from die ruins of the Astro-Hun- 
garian entire, ten-million Czechs 
and five million Slovaks became 
citizens of separate countries. 

Czechoslovakia's demise was 
part of foe great wave of nationalism 
whidi swem eastern Europe after the 
collapse of communism in the late 
1980s. 

Bratislava is the capital of 
Slovakia and Prague is the capital of 
Czech republic. 

Eritrea 

♦ The People of Eritrea, in a referen¬ 
dum, held on April 28, 1993, under 
the UN supervision, voted for inde¬ 
pendence from Efoiopia. Thus Eritrea 
was declared a sovereign country en¬ 
ding one of the longest secessionist 
stru^le in Africa. 

Killari 

# Killari, a township of Ausa taluka 
in the Latur district of Maharashtra 
was the epicentre of the earthquake 
that turned the entire area into a mas¬ 
sive graveyard on September 30, 
1993. Over 80 per cent of its popula¬ 
tion was buried alive. 

Sydney 

# Sydney, Australia's bigeest city 
with a population of 3.7 nuiuon, has 
been chosen as the city to host the 
summer Olympic games in the year 
2000. The games will be held ftom 
September 16 to October 1,2000. 

POWER 

NPTC renamed 

♦ The National Power Transmission 
Corporation (NPTC), which plans to 
^nd Rs 8,000 crore in foe Eighth 
nan to launch many new projects, 
has changed its name to Power Grid 
Corporation of India Ltd (Power 



Olympic museum 

The 11,000 square metre museum, set in foe side of a hill overlooking 
Lake Geneva, is the world's largest repository of art and artifacts related to 
the Olympic games. 

The museum is foe p^ prefect of International Olympic Committee 
president, Mr Juan Antonio Samaranch. The idea of an Olympic museum 
was originally conceived by Baron Kene de Cotfoertin, founder of foe 
modem Olympic movement. 

The museum htetures foe world's largest collection of Olympic coins, 
stamps, medals, torches and uniforms. 


JANUARY *94 


S27 


COMPETITION MASTER 



The name has been changed 
kiqjing in view the (vganiaation's 
(Aijectives of establishing and operat* 
l^^regional and national Power 

Besides transferring power with 
reliability, security and economy, the 
organisation aims at augmenting 
regional and national load despatch 
centres and communication facilities. 
Power Grid becomes Operational 

* The National Power Grid became 
a reality with die successful opera* 
tion of the BHEL-develgied High 
Voltage Direct Curroit (HVDC) link 
between Madhya Pradesh and 
Andhra Pradesh. The link connects 
the Western grid with the Southern 
Power Grid. 

Though the concept of national 
grid had been conceived decades 
ago, it could not become commercial¬ 
ly operational because the 
synchronous operation of two AC 
systems was not possible. Vital 
parameters like voltage, frequency 
and power factor need to be same if 
ccmnecticm is to be made. Widi the 
development of HVDC, it is now pos¬ 
sible to link two power grids without 
the vital parameters being same. 

Funded jointly by the depart¬ 
ment of heavy industry, electronics 
and atomic energy, die entire system 
design, development, engineering 
and manufacturing had been done by 
BHEL. 

With this, India has joined the 
select group of countries in die world 
to devdop and establish indigenous¬ 
ly HVDC technology. Apart from 
India, only Sweden, japan and Ger¬ 
many have this technology. 

PROJECTS 

Sankosh hydel-power project 

# India and Bhutan have signed an 
agreement for building of a gigantic 
Sankosh hydei power prefect. It will 
be one among tne ten laigest prefects 
in Asia. 

The project is to be constructed 
near Kerabari in Gaylegphug district 
of Bhutan on Sankosh river. It will 
include a 600 metre-long and 239 
metre high dam and a reservoir with 
a catchment area of 10,525 sq km. It is 
estimated to cost around Rs 2000 
crore. Once completed, the project 
will generate 1,529 MW of power and 
help irrigate eight lakh hectares of 


land in West Bengal. The other 
bmierits will be development of 
fisheries indie reservoir, tourism and 
navigation. 

Koel Karo Hydroelectric project 
cleared 

# The govemnwnt has cleared the 
Koel Karo hydroelectric project in 
Bihar which has been hangmg fire for 
nearly a decade. 

The project, expected to be com¬ 
pleted in eight years, has a capacity of 
710 MW. It will have four units of 
1725 MW capacity each totalling 690 
MW. It will also nave an additional 
power houte containing a single imit 
of 20 MW. 

Gandhar power project cleared 

# The Government has . approved 
the setting up of the 650 MW 
Gandhar gas-based power project 
Stage 1 in'Gujarat. The project, to be 
located in Bharuch district of Gujarat, 
will be implemented with Japanese 
assistance. 


Dtdhasti project to be 
commissioned in record time 


# The Rs 1,263 crore, 390-MW, Dul- 
hasti hydroelectric power project, un- 
dertaken by the National 
Hydroelectric Power Corporation 
(NHPC) is expected to be commis¬ 
sioned by July, 1994. The entire 
project will be underground accept 
for the 65-metre high oam and trans¬ 
mission wires jutting out of the hill¬ 
side. 


Dhauliganga hydroelectric project 
approved 

# The Economic Affairs Committee 
of the Union Cabinet has cleared the 
Rs 600-crore, 280 MW, Dhauliganga 
hydroelectric project in Uttar 
Pradesh. The entire project will be 
executed with indigenous resource.*? 
without any foreign tie-up. 

The project is located on 
Dhauliganga river, which is a 
tributary of Kali river. 

Bawa-II hydei project 

# The work on die execution of 300 
MW Baspa-IT hydei project in Trial 
district of Kinnaur would start from 
April 1993. The project, which is first 
in the country to go into the private 
sector for execution, would be com¬ 
missioned within five years. 

First 100 kw Solar Power Plant of 
India 

# The first 10 kw solar power plant 


wascommlsrioned icm April H19^. 
It has berii devek^Md bytheC^tnil 
Electronics LimlttKl (C^) and in¬ 
stalled at tha M.S. Swaminalhin Ra* 
watch Foimdation, Madras. 

The first 100 kw solar power 
plant is being installed at luilyan- 
pura, a sleepy village in Al^aih di»> 
trict of Uttar Pradesh. This plant is 
the largest of its kind in Aria. 

The plant will herald a unique 
system of generating electricity, in an 
environment-friendly way, utilising 
solar power on connmercial basis. 
Third National Waterway 

# The third national waterway of 
India, between Kollam and Kot- 
tapuram stretch of the west canal in 
Kerala was formally dedicated to the 
nation on May 8, 1993. The total 
length of the waterway is 205 km. It is 
the third waterway to be declared as 
a national waterway. 

The development of the West 
coast canal will be undertaken by the 
inland water authority of India at a 
cost of Rs 85 crore. The development 
of the total length of ttie waterway is 
expected to be completed by the 
eighth plan end. 

Inland water transport is the 
cheapest mode of traffic for long dis¬ 
tance as well as short distance, 
provided the point of origin and des¬ 
tination are located near the 
waterfront. It is also the most efficient 
mode of transport from the point of 
eneigy consumption. 

Konkan rail to Udipi dedicated to 
the nation 

* The 68 km long Mangalore-Udipi 
section of the 760 km long Konkan 
railway project was dedicated to the 
nation by the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 

Parvati Valley hydro-electric 
project 

The first inter-State hydei 
power project of India is being set 
up in Himachal Pradesh. Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi 
have joined hands with Himachal 
I^adesh to set up the project - 
The 2051 MW project will be 
built near Kullu on Parvati river, 
a trffiutaiy of Beas. It will be built 
in three stages of 750 MW, 800 
MW and 501MW. It is expected to 
be completed in seven years. 
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Nanwimha Rao, on Maidi "Si, 1^. 

The cost of liu! project is Rs 1400 
crore at 1991*92 prices. The emendi* 
hue incurred so far has been Rs 710 
cme. 

With the completion of the 
Konkan laOway prt^t, the distance 
between BcurANiy and Mangalore will 
be reduced from 2014 km to 914 kin>> 
a saving of 26 hours in travel tune. 
The Bombay-Cochin run will be 
reduced by MS km dnis saving 12 
hours in journey time and the Bom- 
bay-Goa run will be cut by 190 km 
saving 10 hours of travel time. 
MEGSAT aims at half million jobs 
♦ With an aim to create half a mil¬ 
lion jobs during the current five-year 

f )lan, Indian government has 
aunched a major project to boost 
science entrepreneurship in the small 
towns and remote villages. National 
Science and Technology Entre¬ 
preneurship Development Board 
(NSTEDB) will be associated in this 
project. 

The employment will be 

! genera ted through a unique Model 
or Employment Generation through 
Science and Technology (MEGSAT) 
scheme, which was initiated in 1990. 

Two main features of the scheme 
are that it is both qualitative and 
quantitative. Qualitatively, the 
scheme will bring the science and 
technology community in technical 
institutes, consultancies and volun¬ 
tary agencies into the mainstream of 
natioruil development. Quantitative¬ 
ly, the scheme will create specific 
number of sustainable jobs. 

National database on environment 
# Scientists are preparing a national 
database, on the Indian Environ¬ 
ment, to help speed up decision¬ 
making and remedial action on 
pollution and other environmental 
issues. 

The ambitious environmental 
database and mapping through 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS) pro^ct is being conducted by 
the National Institute of Science Tech¬ 
nology and Development Studies 
(NKTADS), New Delhi. 

Once ready, the database could 
he used to identify source of pollu¬ 
tion and determine the impact of a 
specific pdluter in a ^ven situation 
to help policy-planners and ad¬ 
ministrators take quick decisions. 


RARC develops supeeccnnpitter 

# Scientists at die Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC) have 
developed a high speed parallel 
processing system, a supercomputer, 
the fastest in the country today. 

Developed ^ the computer 
division of tne BArC, die scalable su¬ 
percomputer, called the BARC's 
parallel processing ^stem (BPPS), 
offers a g^at deal of fiexibiUty to en- 
hana any system to a large number 
of nodes. 

The system would be marked 
under die name Anupm. 

Teraflop computer next goal: In¬ 
dian scientists are now preparing for 
a Rs 500-million project to build a 
teraflc^ supercomputer—India's 
most expensive and most ambitious 
computer development programme. 

Scientists at the centre for 
development of advanced comput¬ 
ing (C-DAC), Pune, are to design and 
develop the indigenous teraflop su¬ 
percomputing machine, capable of 
performing a thousand billion opera¬ 
tions every second. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Successful launch of INSAT-2B 

# India's space programme took 
another big leap, on July 23, 1993, 
when the multi-functional in¬ 
digenously-built satelUte, INSAT-2B, 
blasted off into space, on board the 
Ariane launch vehicle, from Kourou, 
French Guyana, in South America. 

The satellite took its allotted slot 
of 93.5 degree east longitude in the 
geostationary orbit on August 4, 
1993. The INSAT-2B has taken place 


of INSAT-IB, whose functioning 
ended fblkiwii^ con^detion of ten 
years of its life. 

The 1,906-kg satelUte is identical 
to die INSAT>2A satellite. It carrtes 18 
C-Band transpondo-s for telecom¬ 
munication, television and radio 
broadcasting, two specialised S-Band 
transponders, a data relay 
tranroonder and a Hi^ Resolu¬ 

tion feidiometra* (VHw) to generate 
cloud pictures fev weaker forecast¬ 
ing. It also has a Search And Rescue 
(SAR) payload which is used to pick¬ 
up radio signals from ships in dis¬ 
tress in mid-sea. 

PSLV fails to put satellite into orbit 

♦ The first developmental flight of 
the Polar Satellite Launch whicle 
(PSLV) from Sriharikota, on Septem¬ 
ber 20, 1993, failed to put the II&IB 
satellite into orbit, but achieved "par¬ 
tial success" by establislung India's 
capabUities in liquid propulsion. 

This was die first time that Indian 
scientists tried out with liquid fuel. 
The first two stages, espedaliy the 
liquid stage, went off smoothly. Due 
to an anomaly during the third stage 
propulsion, the Indian Remote Sens¬ 
ing Satellite, IRS-IE, could not be put 
into the specified orbit 

Astronauts release and then pluck 
satellite ftom space 

* US Space Shuttle Discovery's 
astronauts captured an ultraviolet 
telescope on S^tember 20,1993 that 
had spmt nearly a week orbiting free 
of die shuttle. 

The roughly $ 80 million tele¬ 
scope project, paid for largely by 
Germany's space agency, was 


ISRO to develop cryo engine 

Indian space scientists are confident of building their own cryogaiic 
engine and launch the country's first Geosynchronous Satellite launch 
Vmicle (GSLV) by 1997. Cryogenic engine is me most important part of the 
GSLV. 

India had already embarked on its own GSLV programme and supply 
of the Russian ciyc»enic engines would only have speeded up the ^t 
GSLV launch to 19ra. The K;rapping of the deal would now result in a 
delay of two years. 

Cryogenics refers to technology at sub-zero temperatures. These en¬ 
gines, which are m^nt for the finm stage of rockete, mat place INSAT-4ike 
communication satellites in (he geostationary transfer orbits, use Uquefied 
oxygen and hydrogen as the propellants. Hydrogen and oxygen are gases 
at ordinary temperatures and hence the need for low temperatures to 
liquefy them. Hoe liquid hydrogen is the fuel tiiat bums and liquid 
oxygen acts as the oxidiso. 
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designed to focus on stats in their 
genesis and odiers Uwt are dying out. 
Astronomers are delighted with the 
Sfnount of stellar data collected by 
^telescq^e. 

GMRT ready 

# The Giant Metrewave Radio Tele- 
scc^e (GMRT), an array of 30 saucer- 
sha(>ed dish antennas, laid out in a 
y-shaped formation, over a 25 so km 
area near Khoddad, 80 km norm of 
Pune, is ready. It is Ihe world's most 
.powerful radio telescope at 
metrewave lengths. 

The GMRT will provide a 
tremendous boost to radio 
astronomy science in India. The en¬ 
tire project has costed Rs 400 mil¬ 
lion—at least half the cost of a similar 
project executed elsewhere in the 
world. The GMRT will become fully 
operational by early 1995. 


UN 

New Member 

♦ The UN Security Council has 
unanimously adopted a resolution 
recommending that the General As¬ 
sembly accept the small European 
principally of Andorra as the 184th 
member of die United Nations. 

Unlike many of the small 
States—such as San Marino and 
Monaco-Htiiat have recently become 
full-fledged members of the United 
Nations, Andorra did not hold ob¬ 
server status at the world organisa¬ 
tion, before applying for 
membership. 

5 members elected to UN Council 

# Nigeria, Oman, Rwanda, Argen¬ 
tina, and the Czech- Republic have 
been elected by the gaieral assembly 
as the non-permanent members of 
the Security Coundl for a two-year 
term beginning Jan 1,1994. 

Thw replace Morocco, Cape 
Verde, Japan, Venezuela and Hun¬ 
gary, who complete their term at the 
end of 1993. 

The 15-member Coundl has five 
permanent members—the United 
States, Britain, France, Russia and 
China and 10 non-permanent mem¬ 
bers, five of whom retire each year. 

Pakistan, l^ibouti. New Zealand, 
Brazil and Spain were elected in 1992 
and will continue to be on Coundl till 
the end of 1994. 


mSCEllANY 

Survey shows India has 325 
languages 

# According to the first complete 
surv^ of the j^ple of India, priests 
are vanishing, indtians are increasing¬ 
ly turning to non-vegetarian food, 
and a mraley of 325 languages are 
spoken across India. 

The study by the Anthropologi¬ 
cal Survey ot India, describecl as tne 
longest and most-expensive social 
science project ever undertaken in the 
country, has also identified 4,635 
communities living in India. 

The ANSI "People of India" 
project provides fascinating insights 
into the characteristics, changing fea¬ 
tures and the occupational trends 
among Indian communities. 
UNESCO sets up world body for 
culture * 

# The UNESCO has set up a'World 
Commission on Culture and 
Development', in Paris, in coopera¬ 
tion with the United Nations. 

The objective of the commission 
is to strengthen the links between cul¬ 
ture and (^elopmoit and to prepare 
a world report on the issue. It will 
also make recommendations on how 
development policy could be im¬ 
proved. 

Air pollution highest in Mexico 

# Amoiw the world's largest cities 
New York, London and Tokyo have 
the cleanest air and Mexico city the 
dirtiest according to a UN study. 
Ozone pollution in Los Angeles is 
amc^ the world's worst. 

The report warned that air pollu¬ 
tion will increasingly cause health 

K roblems, including damage to the 
eart, lungs and brain. 

Institute of petroleum safety to be 
set up in Goa 

# India's first Institute of Petroleum 


Safet y and Environment Manage 
ment (IPSEM) is being set im by tiu 
Oil and Natural Gas Commisskm » 
Betul in Soutii Goa. 

Human development Index report 
1993 

# The Human Development Indte 
(HDI) measures people's partidpa 
tions in the country's deveic^nnm' 
and tiieir owncontrm over their lives 
This is combined witii life expectan 
cy, educatiofud attainment and badi 
purchasing power. 

Based on above parameter) 
Japan has been ranked first, follower 
by Caruida and Norway. India hs) 
been ranked 1.34 from among tiie 17; 
countries. Below hidia are a host o 
African nations, Nepal, Bangladed 
and Bhutan. 

Wasteland force to be set up 

# The Government is giving fina 
touches to a scheme for raising i 
Wastelands Development Fora 
(WDF), for the development o 
wastelands in country. A battalion o 
300 men, consisting of ex-ser 
vicemen, is to be raised for this pur 
pose. It will be commandeci b) 
territorial army officers. The bat 
talion would be embodied under thi 
Territorial Army Act. Initially it i: 
likely to function in the difficult am 
ravinous area of Bhind and Moren< 
in Madhya Pradesh. 

Biggest institute for youth 
development 

# India wiU shortly have one of th< 
biggest institutes for youtl 
development in Asia. It would give) 
coordinated thrust to various youtii 
related activities. It would be callet 
the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute o 
Youth and Development and wouk 
be located at Srip^mbudur, Tami 
Nadu. 


Paperless exams for UPSC 

A CcMuputer-Aided Paperless Examination %stem (CAPES), which 
can make public service entrance examinations fool-proof against leaks 
and malpractices, was launched on July 5,1993. i 

The syst^ has been devdcped by the National Informatics Centre 
(NIC), a wing of the Planning Commission. 

CAP^ is designed in such a way that any candidate appearing for the 
examination vrill nave no difficulty In answering tiurougn computer ter¬ 
minal. The software is user-friendly to make die candidates feel more at 
home titan in the conventional method of answering examinatioxi. No 
prior knowledge of computers is needed for answering the questions. The 
system is open to all the organisatiems conducting recruitments and the 
facU ity is meant for objective-type examinations. 
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Resume of 

Objective-type Questions 


The following tmestions have been sheeted from the d^fotml 
competitive exam Mid in past one year. Solving the auestions 
wotrn not only lalp you to revise all that you have studied but will 
also eiw you a genem idea as to the type and format tf questions 
askea in various competitive exanunatum. 

fflSTORY 

1. PermanentSettlementof Bengal was introduced by: 

(a) Robert Clive (b) Lwd Ccanwallis 

(c) Lord Dalhousie (d) Lord William Bentinck 

2. Abdur Rahim fChan-i-Khanan lived during the reign 
of: 

(a) Akbar (b) Jahangir 

(c) Shahjahan (d) Aurangazeb 

3. Which of the following movements was started by 
Indian National Congress during die course of the seomd 
world war and farmed part of our freedom struggle? 

(<i) Home Rule Movement 

(b) Civil Disobedience Movement 

(c) Swadeshi Movement 
(<0 Quit-India Movement 

4. Namdev hailed from the State of: 

(a) Karnataka (b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Tamil Nadu 

5. Which is not true of Annie Besant? 

(a) She was a British lady, who had settled down in 
India. 

(1?) She tix>k part in the Indian freedom movement. 

(c) She started Home Rule movement. 

(<0 She founded the Theosophical Society, 
fi. Who amongst the British Generals defeated Peshwa 
Baji Rao II? 

(a) Outram (b) Malcom 

(c) Eiphinsteme (d) Kitduier 

7. When did Mohd-bin-Qasim invade Sind (India)? 

(a) 710A.D. (t) 711A.D. 

(c) 712A.D. (d) 715A.D. 

8 . In which year tlw third Battle of Paiupat was fought? 

(a) 1761 A.D. (b) 1771 A.D. 

(c) 1745 A.D. (d) 1731 A.D. 

. 9. When did Atexander invade India? 

(«) 240B.C. (b) 326 B.C 

‘ (c) 340B.C. (d) 360B.C. 

10. In which year Mahatma Buddha died? 

(a) 46QB.C. (b) 483 B.C 

(c) 487 B.C (d) 490B.C. 

11. Which of die following metals was not known to the 
Indus Valley pec^te? 

(a) Iron (b) Copper 

(c) BrcMize (d) Gola 
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12. Massacre of Jallianwala Bagh was preceded by 
which event? 

(a) Congress-Muslim League Pact 

(b) Home Rule Movement 

(c) Passage of Rowlatt Act 
(cQ Minto-Morley Reforms 

13. Arthasastra relates to: 

(a) Economics (b) Law 

(c) Public Rdations (d) Polity 

14. WhatisttiemaincontributianofSardar Vallablhhai 
Patd to mcxlem India? 

(fl) He was an able Ifresident of the Indian National 
Congress 

(b) He aedvdy led he Quit India movement 

(c) Integraticnt of Princely States to India 
(<0 EffE^ve negotiator with British 

15. In which year did Cabinet Mission come to India? 

(a) 1936 (b) 1942 

(c) 1945 (d) 1946 

16. Who was the Prime Minister of Britain when India 
got independence? 

(a) Churchill (b) Attlee 

(c) Clive . (d) Mountbatten 

(e) None of these 

17. Lord Buddha was bom in: 

(a) Vaishali (b) Lumtani 

(c) BodhGaya (d) I^tliputra 

18. In which year did the Indian Naval Mutiny against 
the Britidi take pl^? 

(a) 1942 (b) 1945 

(c) 1946 (d) 1947 

(e) 1857 

19. The first War of Indian Independence or the Revolt 
of 1857 started from: 

(a) Meerut (b) Jhansi 

(c) Calcutta (d) Delhi 

20. In which year Ashedea fought he Kalinga War? 

(a) 310B.C. (b) 290B.C. 

(c) 280B.C. (if)261B.C. 

21. In he early stages he moderates in Indian National 
Congress sought pdidcal prdgress hrori^: 

(a) irstigating violence 

(b) boycottii^ the legislature and judiciary 

(c) renouncmg the titles conferred cm hem by 
Britihers 

(d) None of the above 

22. Buddha's preachings were maitdy in regard to: 

(a) bdiefinonegoa 

(b) practice of rituals 

(c) purity ofthoughiond conduct 
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(d) idcdworsh4> 

23. Whidi amcxngst following was a great centre of 
trade uid commerce in the Gupta peim? 

(a) Ihmaralpti (b) Taxila 

(c) Mathura (d) Vatapi 

24. The famous ruler of ancient fodia who, towards the 
end of his life is said to have converted to Jainism, abdicated 

I in favour of his son and became an ascetic was; 

I la) Samudra Gupta (i) Bindusara 

1 (c) Chandra Gt^taD (d) Chandra Gupta Maurya 

! 25. The first Muslim Invader of India was: 

(a) Mohammed Ghazni 

! b) Mcduimmed Ghori 
c) Mohammed'bin'Quasim 
{a) Hmundain 

• 26. The Indus Valley people established conunercial 
contacts with the: 

(a) Gtedcs (b) Romaits 

(c) &imerians (tf) 'Egyptians 

27. Sculptors of the Gandhara school reflect the in¬ 
fluence of the; 

(a) Gredcs (fc) Chinese 

(c) Persians (d) Romans 

28. Rdics of Buddha are preserved in a: 

(fl) Vihara (b) Stupa 

(c) Joytya (d) Temple 

29. ^ the TVeaty of Lahore in 1846 between the English 
and foe Sikhs, it was agreed that a British force should occupy 
Lahore to help: 

(a) Prince Dalip Siirgh (minor son of Raru Jlndan) 

(b) Lai Sir^ (favourite minister of Rani Jindan) 

(c) Rai^it^^ (d) AmarSmgh 

30. Who trained Chandragupta Maurya? 

(a) Buddha (d) Mahavira 

(c) Kautilya (d) NandaKirxg 

31. Copper coiiu were introduced and made legal 
tender by: 

W Ghias-ud-din Tughlaq 

(b) Firuz Tughlaq (c) Alaudin 

(d) Mcfoammad Tughlaq 

32. To which place did Har^Vardhana move his capi¬ 
tal? 

(a) Delhi (b) Karmauj 

(c) Thanesar (d) Lucknow 

33. What was the main reason behind Gandhiji's 
decision to call off the 'Non-comeration Movemoit'? 

(a) imprisoiunent of Gandhiji and other top-line 
leaders 

‘^b) violent incidences at Chauri Chaura in 
Gorakhpur di^ict in UJP. 

(c) compromise between the Congress party and the 
Brit&h Government 

(d) fear dF loss of too many lives in foe process 

34. Who started foe Bhoodan movement? 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi (by >finoba Bhave 
(c) Acharya Kripalani (d) Jayaprakash Narain 

35. The strongest ruttortg foe Maratlu kings was: 

0 (tt) Chhatrapati 9iivj^i (6) Balaji Vislwanafo 
I (c) Balaji Baji Rao (d) Saht^i 

I 36. The peqp^le of foe Rigveda period believed primarily 
in: 

I (a) idol worship (b) worfoip of goddesses 
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tc) rituals and sacrifices (d) oneGod 

37. Which of the following is ^(ddestdyruMly? 

(a) Chalukyas Cholas 

(c) Pallavas (iQ Satavahanas 

38. Mughal empma- who won the battle of Haldighati 
was: 

(a) Akbar (b) Jahangir 

(c) Babar (d) Aurar^zeb 

39. lbiTq>le Architecture was file most developed under 

(a) Pandyas dfp) Cholas 

(c) Chalukyas (d) Pallavas 

40. Ramanuja was born in: 

(a) LJdipl 

(b) Srivaliputupuram 
^ (c) Tirupati 

(d) Seringapatnam 

41. Indus Valley Civilization is called Harappan 
Civilization because; 

(b) Harappa was excavated first 

(b) Harappa was six times larger foan Mohatjadaro 

(c) Indus Valley Civilization was believed to be early 
Vedic Civilization, hence it is named after 
mythological word Harappa 

(d) Harappa has more features 

42. Clive laid the foundation of the British Empire by 
winning the battle of: 

(a) Wandiawash (b) Panipat 

jf) Plassey (d) Chittor 

43. 8th August, 1942, is important in Indian History for 

(a) Formation of the Indian National Army at Sin¬ 
gapore by Subhas Chander Bose 

(b) Cripps Proposal for Dominion Status 

(c) Quit India movement launched by Mahatma 
Gandhi 

(d) Martyrdom of Bhagat Singh 

44. Through which Act was the English East India Com¬ 
pany broi^ht under the supervision of the British Parlia¬ 
ment? 

(<r) Pitt'sIndia Act, 1748 

(b) TheRegulating Act, 1774 

(c) Government of India Act, 1919 

(d) Indian Councils Act, 1861 

45. Who founded the Ramakrishna Mission? 

(a) Ramakrishna Parmhan-s 

(b) Vivekaitand 

(c) E^yanand (d) None of these 

46. Who was foe founder of Brahmo Samaj? 

(a) Swami Vivekananda 

(b) Ra^ Ram Mdran Roy 

(c) Dayananda Saraswati 
(<0 Madan Xfohan Malaviya 

47. The first railway in India was started in the year: 

(a) 1834 (b) 1848 

(c) 1853 (d) 1874 

48. Kalitrgai war was fought in the year: 

(a) 26Tb.C. (b) 273B.C. 

(c) 540A.D. (d) 712A.D. 

49. Mahavira was bcmn at: 

(a) Rajagriha (b) Lumbini 

(c) Vaishaii (<0 Sarrtafo 

50. Who built Humayun's mausoleum at Delhi? 

(a) Humayun (b) Akbar 
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{di Bi^ttmlChan ^ HulB«g^win 

51. Tlw hiatotic Udiore aesaion of tlw bidian National 
"ongieaa waa piesida4 om by: 

(a) Jawahtar LalNaliru (£>) Moti Lai Nehru 
(c) LalaLi^atRai (<0 Mahatma Gandhi 

52. Who was 1^ founder of the Khaisa? 
fo) Gum Gobtiid Singh 

M Gtmi Teg Bahadur 
. {ih GuruNanak 
(i) Harchand Singh Lonf^al 
53.. the title of Governor General of India was sub- 
ttihtfe4 for that of Governor General of Benpl under the 
Zharter Actoh 

(a) 1781 (b) 1793 

(c) 1813 id) 1833 

54. Who defeated tlpu Sultan in the third Mysore War? 

(a) Lord Camwallis (5) Warren Hastmgs 

(c) Robert Clive Shore 

55. Whose disciple was saint Kilibir? 

(a) Chaitanya (5) Ramanand 

(c) Ramanuja (d) TukaRam 

56. The d^jective of the Morley-Minto Reforms was to: 

(a) establish diarchy in Provinces 

(b) abolish the post of Secretary of State for India 

(c) to enlarge the size of the legislative Councils 

(d) give more powers to local government 

57. The AH India Muslim League as a political body was 
istablished in 1906 at: 

(a) Aligarh (b) Dacca 

(c) Lucknow (d) Lahore 

58. Under which Pact/Award/Act, the British Prime 
Minister Ramsay McDonald gave the Communal Award 
nrhich conceded separate electorates on communal basis? 

(а) Potwia Pact 

(б) Gandhi-lrwin Pact 

(c) Radcliffo Award 

(d) RowlattAct 

59. Who out of the following was extremist? 

(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak (b) Mahatnut Gandhi 
(c) G.K.GokhaIe (d) Dadabhai Naoroji 

60. The Indus Valley houses were built of: 

(a) Bamboos (6) Wood 

(c) Bricks (d) Stones 

61. Which of the following political parties/organisa- 
titms were established by Dr B.R. Ambedkar? 

1. Swaraj Parly 

2. Samaj Samata Sangh 

3. All India Schedule Castes Federation 

4. The Independent Labour Party 

(a) 1,2 and 4 (b) 1,3 and 4 

(c) 2.3 and 4 (d) 1,2 and 3 

62. Village autonomy was a unique feature of the ad¬ 
ministrative s^tem of: 

< (d) Cnalukyas (b) Cholas 

(c) Paltavas (d) Rashtrakutas 

'63. What is the important revema: reform system of 
Lord Cornwallis, which placed the Indian Revenue System 
on a scientific basis, known as? 

fa) Permanent Settlenwmt of Bengal 

(b) The Doctrine of Lapse 

(c) The Cornwallis Plan 
(<0 RowlattAct 


(a) Patna * Grimli 

(c) Ddhi (d) ^ga^ur 

Hw sea route to India was discoveied in tite.year 

(a) 1498 (b) 1492 

(c) 1598 (d) 1592 


66. Where was "Azad Hind Favj" constituted? 

(a) Japan 0>) Burma 

(c) Singapore (tO Malaysia 

67. Which was not a favourite mode of protest adopted 
by Gandhiji? 

(fl) NcHi-Co(^raticH\ (5) Dhama 

(c) Boycott (d) Civil disobedierus 

68. Saka era started in the reign of: 

(a) Karushka (b) Ashoka 

(cj Chandra Gupta Maurya 
(<0 Samudra Gupta 

69. Which one of tlw fcdlowing States was not annexed 
by Lord Dalhousie under the OcxrtiW of Lapse? 

(a) Nagpur (6) Udaipur 

(c) Mysore (d) Delhi 


70. Of the five doctrines of Jainism, four were preached 
by tirthankais of Jainism before Mahavir. Which was added 
by Mahavir? 

(a) Not to tell lies, to speak the truth 

(b) To observe ccmtinence 

(c) Not to acquire property 

(d) Not to cause ii^ury to any one 

GEOGRAPHY 


71. Warm ah surrounded by cold air causes; 

(a) cyclone (i>) anti-cydone 

(c) heavy speedy winds (cQ cold winds 

72. Which of the following winds is called trade winds? 

(a) Westerlies (b) Tropical easterlies 

(r) Doldmms (d) Polar easterlies 

73. The resinous Shellac is obtained from: 

(a) Agricultural waste 

(b) Thebarkof a tree 

(c) Distillation of wood 

(d) Processing of cmde oil 

74. Deserts such as the Sahara are generally found be¬ 
tween 20° and 30° latitudes in the western parts of the con¬ 
tinents. This is because these regicms: 

(a) have off-shore winchi tiuoughout tiie year 

(b) have warm offehore currents 

(c) lie in the belt of the doldrums 
(<0 are very hot throughout the year 

75. The season change is because: 

(a) The axis ofea^ is inclined 

' (b) Varying amount of sun-rays received indignant 
seasons 

(c) Elliptical orbit of earth 

(d) The distance between eartii and sun is difierent 
in different seasons 

76. What would be the aMle of the Sun and the moon 
from the earth on a night of half mocm? 

(a) 45“ (6)90° 

(c)180“ {d)270“ 

77. Which material is obtained for Manatdte? 

(a) Uraitium (jb) Hunricm 

(c) Tantalum (d) Platinum 
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78. Pftshmjna is a tneed dE; 

(«) (ft) Goat 

(c) Rabbit (<Q Fox 

79 . Isobars atattie lines drawn on ttie map' 

places havi^ 

(a) Tnesanae barometric atmoi^pheticptessiire 
(ft) The same temperature 
(d The same altitude 
(<0 Noiteofthese 

80. A great abundance of xidi tr^tsoil is likely to be 
found: 

(a) at the sea shore 
(ft) in an old river valley 
(ri on a side hill 
(a) on (rf a mountain 

81. Sandstone is a sedimentary rock because it is: 

(a) formed by heat 

(ft) formed under water 
(c) made in desert areas 
(<0 madecrfsand 

82. The ligjhi yvsf is used to measure: 

(a) br^tness of light (ft) distance 

(c) time (<0 vekKtty 

83. A sudden sl4>ping of rock along a terilt in the crust 
of die eartii may cause: 

(a) an earthquake (ft) hurricane 

(c) a tornado (d) a vdcanic eruption 

84. Whidt of the following is the correct ^oup of Kharif 
crops? 

{a) Jowai^Baira, Jute, Rice, Cottcm, Gram 
(ft) Wheat, Barl^, Gram, Mustard 
(c) Rke, M31et, Maize, Cotton 
(<0 Gnnmdnut,Ba)ra, Barley, Gram, Mustard 

85. Soil erosion occurs when wind or water removes soil 
from one location, which is often agricultural luul, to another 
location, unially a river or iusi*agricultuial land. This does 
not lead to: 

(a) loss of agricultural land 
(ft) water pollution 

(ej Mocking of l^t needed by plants in the water 
(<0 increased piwuctivity of the non-agricultural 
land 

86. light emitted by sun reaches earth in about: 

(a) 2 minutes (ft) 10nunuti» 

(c) SminuteS' (d) 12 minutes 

87. Natural rubber is a plant product whidi is chonical- 
ly known as: 

(a) Mucilage (ft) Gum 

(c) Latex (<0 Resin 

88. Althou^ tile equatorial regions have the highest 
annual avera« tenqieratures, tiie salinity in the oceans is 
highest near me tropics because: 

1. Eouatorial areas receive heavy rainfall 

2. Salinity is not affected by tenqierature 

3. Equatcnial oceans experience a lot of turbulences 

4. rdative humidity in equatorial areas diecks 
evaporation 

(a) land3 (ft) 1,2and3 

(c) land4 (d) 1,3and4 

89. Sa^mra Ranges are an example of: 

(a) vcdcank mountains (ft) bic^ mountains 
(c) residual mountains (d) fold mountains 


90. On which side dP India Hesi Arabian Sea? 

(a) North East 0i) South East 

(c) Southwest (lO NwthWast 

91. ft^gma is: 

(a) weathered lava (t) mokenlava 

(c) rock solution 

(<0 a form of sedimentary rode 

92. The tides in the ocean are caused due to: 

(fl) gravitational attraction of moon 

(ft) salinity of sea water 
(c) rotation of earth 
(<0 wfod over sea 

93. Which of the following is grown in abundance in the 
Canadian Prairie regions? 

(a) Rice (ft) Coticwi 

(c) Com (d) Wheat 

94. Isohyets are imaginary lines on ttte map joining 
places having 

(a) equal heighfe (ft) equal pressure 
(c) equal ten^ratun; (d) equal rainfell 

95. What is tiie approximate area covered by forests in 
India? 

(a) 12% (ft) 17% 

(c) 22% (d) 30% 

(e) 33% 

96. Which of the following States is the largest pnxiucei 
of tobacco? 

(a) Gujarat (ft) Karnataka 

(c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Orissa 

97. Which of the following countries in South Asia art 
land-locked? 

(a) Nepal and Bangiade^ 

(ft) Bangladesh and Bhutan 

(c) Bhutan and Nraal 

(d) Bhutan and Pakistan 

98. The mountain range which stretches from Gujarat ir 
the West tojj^lhi inthe North is the: 

(fljAravalis (ft) Vindhyas 

(c) Satpuras (d) Ajanta range 

99. The laigest island in the Indian ocean is; 

(a) Seychelles (ft) Maldtve 

(c) Sri Lanka (d) Madagaskar 

100. Gulf Stream is a warm cxrean current emergini 

from the: 

(d) Gulf of Mexico (ft) Persian Gulf 

(c) Strait of Hormuz (d) White Sea 

101. As seen from the earth, which planet passe: 
through phases similar to those of moon? 

(d) nuto (ft) Mars 

(c) Venus (d) Jupiter 

102. The "Ocean of Storms" is the name given to; 

(d) Atlantic Ocean (ft) Sahara D^ert 

(c) the Middle-East region 

(d) a waterless area on Moon's surface 

103. Which of the following atmosphere layers lie: 
closest to the earth? 

(d) niotosphere (ft) Exosph«« 

(c) Stratosphere (<0 Trop^here 

104. "Hi^ Pressure'- denotes tiie state of tiie atmos¬ 
phere when tm barometer reads about; 

(d) ^ nun or above (ft) 780 mm or above 
(c) 760 mm or above (d) 750 mm or above 
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105. OfivttnseBgxowin: 

(a) Medhttranetn regions 

(b) Dsmperate typere^ons 

(c) Equatorial regions 
(<0 IVt^ical ty|% regicms, 

106. 0x4)^ lake are formed bjn 

(а) gladets in their last stage 

(б) rivers during their middle course 

(cj stnmgsurhioe winds blowing in deserts 

(lO by the meteorite whidi hill cm the erdi surface 

107. Which of the following factors affet the agricul- 
ral production most? 

(a) Ndn<avaUabOity of credit 
(li) Lack of fertilizers 
(c) Scanty rainfall 

(<0 The obsessicm ctf the farmers that there is meagre 
profit in agriculture 

108. I^at sort of climate is required for the cultivation 
barley? 

(a) cool climate (b) moist climate 

(c) hot climate (d) dry climate 

109. Which crop is sown on the lai^et acreage in India? 

(a) Wheat (b) Jowar 

(c) Rice (d) Sugarcane 

110. Malachite is an ore of: 

(a) manganese (b) magnesium 

(c) copper (d) iron 

111. A gorge, relatively narrow but of considerable size, 
mnded by steep slopes and usually formed by river, is 
lown as: 

. (a) Canyon (b) Atoll 

(c) Great Bear (d) Isthmus 

112. The Planet closest to the Sun is: 

(a) Mercury (b) Earth 

(c) Venus (d) Mars 

113. In which of the following States in India laterite soil 
found? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Assam (d) Bihar 

114. What range of rainfall is required for the sow'ing of 
heat? 

(a) 25-50 cm (b) 50-100 cm 

(c) 100-150 cm (d) above 150 cm 

115. Of the total irrigated land in India, what per cent is 
ligated by canals? 

(a) 10 (b) 20 

(c) 30 (d) 40 

116. The clouds which are like a dark grey sheet extend- 

ig from one side of horizon to the other ancl have uniform 
ise are called: * 

(a) Cumulus clouds (b) Cirrus clcmds 
(c) Nimbus clouds (d) Stratus clouds 

117. The funnel-shaped hollow at the top of a volcano is 

TCpvn as: • • . 

(a) Ciater (b) Vent 

• (c) Dyke (d) Cone 

118. Savanna regions are found between latitude; 

(a) 5° and 20” North and South of Equator 

(b) 10“ and 30” North and South of Equator 

(c) 0” and 20° NcHrdi and South of Equator 
(lO 60° and 90” North of Equator 

119. Group of islandsinlatgeexpanseofwaterisknown 


as: 

(a) andpodes (b) peninsula 

(c) archipelago (d) peneplain 

120. Which of the fcdtowing soils is rich in hydrated 
oxides of iron? 

<a) Black (b) Laterite 

(c) Red (d) Alluvial 

121. On the Equator Line the day last fon 

(a) 14 hours (b) 12 hours 

(c) 16 hours (d) 24 hours 

122. Of die followir^ Indian States, dirough which the 
Trc^ic of Cancer passes? 

(a) Orissa (b) U.P. 

(c) Gujarat (d) Haryana 

123. If a ship desires to travd the ^rtest route it must 
follow: 

(a) streams (b) icmgitudes 

(c) sea winds (d) stars 

124. What is the common feature of the following 
places—Kalahari, Gobi, Sahara, Thar? 

(a) mountains (b) rivers 

(c) deserts (d) valley 

125. The deep, steep and V-shaped valley is made by the 
river in its: 

(a) 1st stage (b) 2nd stage 

(c) 3rd stage (d) 4th stage 

126. The Savannas are also called as: 

(a) Semi Arid Grassland 

(b) Tropical Grassland 

(c) Sub-tropkal Grassland 

(d) Semi Humid Grassland 

127. The oldest fold mountein range in India is the: 

(a) Satpura (b) Aravali 

(c) Vindhya (d) None of these 

128. In which of the following layers of atmosphere 
temperature of the air increases with hdght? 

(a) Mesosphere (b) Trt^osphere 

(c) Stratosphere (d) lono^here 

129. The inner core of the earth is composed of: 

(<i) Magnesium-rich silicates 

(b) Granite 

(c) nkkd and iron alloy 

(d) molten rock 

130. The lines on a map joining places ha\'ing same 
barometric pressure are called: 

(a) isomers (b) isotc^es 

(c) isohyets (d) isobars 

SCIENCE 

131. Decibel is unit of. 

(a) ItedioV\we (b) Depth of Sea 

(c) Sound (d) Air Wave 

132. Light Year helps to measure. 

(a) Light (b) Distance 

(c) Scrund (d) Air Wave 

133. Carrot is: 

(a) Root (b) Vegetable . 

(c) Fruit (d) Brarndi 

134. The d^iciency of niacin, a vitamin of B-Complex 
group, causes the disease: 

(a) Mara«nus (b) PeUagira . 

(c) Rickets .;(d) Blindines^ 
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1%. Which one of ttiefoltowing secretions docs not con¬ 
tain enzymes: 

(a) bile {b) gestricjuice 

(c) saliva (<0 pancreatic juice 

\ 136. Brain receives and sends ngnals in the form of: 

(a) Electrical impulses (b) Mechanical impulses 
(r) Qiemical impulses (d) Magnetic impulses 

137. Which of the following is the growHi ^artd in the 
human body? 

(fl) Adrenal (b) Thyroid 

(c) Btuitary (d) Cowper's gland 

138. When a ship enters a sea from a river, its level* 

(a) Rises (1) Falls 

(c) Remains same 

(i) Depends on the condition and mateial of the 
ship 

139. What should be given to an athlete for instant eno*- 
gy? 

(a) Protein (b) Vitamin 

(c) Carbohydrate (d) Fat 

140. A hypodtondriac suffers from: 

{a) heart disease (b) stomach trouble 

(c) no (Organic disease (d) mental disease 

141. The process of zinc coating on iron is known as: 

(a) Electn^lating (b) GalvaiUzation 

(c) VulcanizaticHi (d) Synthetic coating 

142. Which of the following fertilizers is used after 
sowing d\e seeds? 

(a) Nitrate (b) Potadi 

(c) Green manure (d) Phosphorus 

143. Linear distance between succe^ive points that 
have the same phase in any wave disturbance is called: 

(a) wave-length (b) amplitude 

(c) frequency (d) phase disturbance 

144. Why does thuitder rurt^le? 

(a) Due to vibrations of multiple echoes 

(b) Thunder is produced in succession 

(c) Thunder moves with the clouds which are 
moving all the time 

(d) None of these 

145. Which is used as a mamifying glass? 

(fl) plain mirror (a) concave mirror 
(c) converging lens (d) diverging lens 

146. Irruge formed on the retina of human eye is: 

(a) virtual and enlarged 

(b) virtual and erect 

(c) teal and erect 

(d) real and inverted 

147. Longitudinal waves by definition move and 
produce: 

(a) compressicms and rarefactions 

(b) crests and troughs 

(c) crests and compressions 

(d) troughs and rarefections 

148. X-rays were discovered due to: 

(a) Quorescenoe of barium salts 

(5) fluorescence of uranium platinocyanide crystals 

(c) fluorescence of ziitc sulphide screen 

(d) all of the above 

149. Nitrogen is utilised by the plants in the form of: 

(a) Nitrog«t Peroxide (b) Free Nitrogen 

(c) Nitrate (d) Ammorua 


150. Whenaoon^ntforcel8^pphedfo«bo^,Rinoiyti 
with uniform: 

(a) acceleration (b) speed 

(c) velocity (4 momentum 

151. We see consteUahans at'diffnent poatknis it dif¬ 
ferent parts of the night because: 

(a) Earth moves round the Sun 

(b) EarQi revolves round its axis 

(c) Constellations move fii»ter than the earfo 

(d) Both move in opposite directians 

152. Whai a person enters a dark room from br^tlighf 

he cannot see anything clearly for some time. Slowly m starts 
seeing thirds. This is because: 

(a) the iris cCMTtracts 

(b) the iris expands 

(c) the distance between the lens and retina increases 
(<0 the length of lens increases 

153. Iran, necessary for the body, is abundantly found 
in: 

(a) Egg (b) Green Vegetables 

(c) Milk (d) Cauliflower 

154. During de^dration, what is actually slightly lost? 

(a) Sodium Chloride 

(b) Potassium Chloride 

(c) Calcium Chloride 

(d) Calcium Sulphate 

155. A quick test to determine children's general health 
is by: 

(a) examining their hair, nails and skins 

(b) through a thorough checking 

(c) only after conducting certain tests 

(d) None of these 

156. One of the wnstituents of Gobar Gas is: 

(a) Methane (b) Ethane 

(c) Carbon dioxide (d) Propane 

157. Which of the following is a universal blood donor? 

(a) A (b) B (c) AB (d)0 

158. During a hot day, fan gives relief because: 

(a) it gives cool air 

(b) it helps in circulation of air 

(c) of evaporation of sweat fn>m the body 

(d) None of these 

159. Which among the foibwing is least prone to fire? 

(a) Rayon (b) &tton 

(c) Terycot (d) Nylon 

• 160. Night blindness is caused due to the deficiency of; 
(a) Vitamin D (b) Vitamin C 

(c) Vitamin A (d) Vitamin B 

161. Insulin is secreted by which organ of human body? 

(a) Pancreas (b) Kidney 

(c) Gall Bladder (d) Liver 

162. The drug Chloromycetin is used for which disesM? 

(a) Dysentery (b) T.B. 

(c) Typhoid * (d) Heart attack 

163. Wl^h borte does not fwm part of leg? 

(a) Humerus (b) Femur 

(c) Fibula (d) Tibia 

164. "Dengue" fever is caused W a: 

(a) Bacteria (b) Culex nru^quito (Wa$) 

(c) Fungi (d) Protozoa 

165. In a Refi^eratoi; cooling is produced by: 

(a) 'The ice whidi deposits on the freezer 


COMPETmON MASTER 


536 


JANUAffir.'94 



(b) The evaporatksicrf a volatile liquid 

({*) The sudden expansion of a compressed gas 

Id) None of these 

166. When a ray of light from a sodium vapour lamp is 
tassed through a glass pane: 

(fl) h^uency cnanges 

(b) wavelength changes 

(c) frequency remains constant 
Id) all of these 

167. Veins m leaf are for. 

(a) protection of vasal arbundles 
{b) as skeleton of leaf 
(fj for cOTiduction of ftxKl 
(4r all of these 


168. Lateral roots arise from; 

(<i) epidermis {ttjTcortex 

(c) stele (d) pericycle 


169. Eyes of potato are useful for: 

{a) reproduction (6) nutrition 

(c) respiration vegetative propagation 

170. Seedless fruits are formed by: 

{a) tetilisation (b) cloning 

pathanogenesis (d) all of these 


171. Diasnciation of water molecule in thecltemical reac- 
ion of photiwynthesis is known as: 

(a) ph<itophosphorylation (fe) glycolysis 

'•if) photolysi.s (d) hydrolysis 

172. Lymph vessels of human beings are inhabited by: 

(ji) cuglena (&) plasmodium 

(c) tapeworm wuchcreria 

173. Rhizt>pu.s is a: 

(fl) parasite (b) epiphyte 

saprophyte (d) tropophyte 

174. Bones and teeth in human beings are made of: 

(a) calcium sulphate calcium phosphate 

(f) ca'cium hydrogen phosphate 

(if) all of the.sf 

175. The yellow cc»lour of urine is due to the presence of: 

Urochrome (b) BUxxl 

(c) Cholestrol (d) Bile 


GENERAL INFORMATION 

176. Who among the following persons is a distin- 
j’uishcd Kathak dancer? 

(a) AllaRakha (6) M.S. Subbalakshmi 

te) Birju Maharaj (d) Mulkh Raj Anand 

177. To which area of science S.Z. Qasim is associated? 

(a) Atomic Energy (6) Space Science 

i^) Oceanography (d) Medical Science 

. 178. Who is author of the book "Geetar^H"? 

(a) Madan Mohan Malaviya 

(b) Bankim Chandra Chatti^adhayay 

(c) Sarojini Naidu 

* (<0 Rabindra Nath Tagore 

;179. Which language is spoken by the seamd largest 
number after Hindi in India? 

(It) Telugu (fe) Urdu 

(c) Tamil (d) Marathi 

180. Who was regarded by Mahatma Gandhi as his 
political jfuru? 

(а) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

(б) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 



181. The court set up by a corntry to dispose of enemy 

ships and cargo seized on ti\e high ciuring the war is call^: 

(a) Navy court (6) War court 

(c) Military court (d) Prize court 

182. Zero based budgetii^ implies: 

{a) Unlimited deficit financing , 

(b) Non-curtailment of unproductive expenditure 

(c) Non-evaluation and non-appraisal tlf both wigo- 
ing and new programmes 

(d) Preparing the budget everytime from a scratch 

183. Kuchipudi, a form of dance style in India, originated 
in the State of: 

(fl) Orissa (t») Gujarat 

(c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Karnataka 

184. Catalyst in a reaction: 

(a) starts a reaction (6) stop.s a reacticm 
(f) changes the equiiforium constant 

(d) changes the rate of a reaction 

185. What is the highest military decoration in India? 

(a) Ati Vishisht Seva Medal 

(b) Paramvir Chakra 

(c) Mahavir Chakra (d) Kirti Chakra 

186. Telegu Ganga prefect is situated in which of the 
following States? 

(d) Mysore (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kerala (d) U.P. 

187. Maastricht Treaty is meant for: 

(a) Eurc^an integration 

(b) Norm-South dialogue 

• (c) Treaty for Unification of East and West Germany 

(d) Unification of North Korea and South Korea 

188. Under which of the following progranrunes, the rice 
and wheat are sold at reduced price to the inhabitants of a 
particular area? 

(fl) IRDP 

(b) Jawahar Rozgar Ycqna 

(c) Tribal Development Programme 

(d) Self-employment Scheme for the urban poor 

189. In a ivveTberatory furnace which of the follmving 
processes can be carried out? 

(a) Roasting (h) .Calcination 

(c) Smelting (d) All of the above 

190. Who was called Gwruder by Mahatma Gandhi? 

0 ) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

(b) Gopal Krishna Qikhale 

(c) Madan Mohan Malaviya 

(d) Lala Lajpat Rai 

191. Inflation can be contained by: 

(a) Surplus budget 

(b) Increase in Taxation 

(d) Reduction in Pifolic expenditure 

(d) Increase in Public expenditure 

192. Which of the following is not required while com¬ 
puting Gross National Product (G.N.P.)? 

(fl) Money value of all the goods and services 
prcxluced in the country 
(b) kock appreciation 
(0 Per Capita income of citizens 
(rO Net income from abroad 

193. WhatistiieconsequenceofthewritnfHabeasCorpus? 
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(a) a Public Servant is restrained from taking an 
action 

(b) More information is sought frcm a I.awer Court 

(c) A person not competent to take certain action is 

, told not to go ahead 

^ ^ produce a prisoner in person and to state the 

reasons for detention 

194. What is the total number of languages in Eighth 
Schedule? #■ 

(fl) liJ. {h) 15 

(c) 18 id) 17 

195. In addition to the entire Union Territory of Delhi the 
national capital region covers parts of the States of: 

(a) Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradedi 

(b) Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Haryana, Rajasthan and Punjab 

. (d) Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh 

196. Who is the first Indian woman to climb Mt Everest? 

(a) Rita Cambi (b) Bachendri Pal 

(c) JunkoTabei (d) Noneoftlwse 

197. What is the total outlay of the Eighth I’lan (in crore 
rupee)? 

(a) 7,98,000 (b) 7,89,000 

(c) 530,000 (d) 7,00,000 

198. AIDS is infected by: 

(a) Bacteria (b) Fungus 

(c) Protozoa (d) Virus 

199. Which of the following metals pollutes the air of a 
city having large number of automobiles? 

(a) Cadmimum (b) Chromium 

(c) Lead (d) Copper 

200. The State in South India which generates elect^ity 
on Hydel only is; 

(a) Karnataka (b) Kerala 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Andhra Pradesh 

201. indicate the order of coal production from the 
highest to the lowest of the following three States; 

(a) Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal 
(fc) Madhya Pradesh, U.P. and West Bengal 

(c) Bihar, Madhya IVadesh and Maharashtra 

(d) Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal 

202. 'Amnesty International' is an organisation, as¬ 
sociated with which of the following fields? 

(fl) Prevention of cruelty to animals 

(b) Environmental protection 

(c) Protectionuf human rights ^ 

(d) Protection of historical monuments 

203. Who is ass(x;iated with 'Theory of Laissez-faire'? 

(a) Malthus (b) Marshall 

(c) Adam Smith (d) Keynes 

204. Gtmnar Myrdal has dealt with the problem of Asian 
countries in 'Asian ^ama' regarding: 

(a) poverty (b) modern industries 

(c) miUtary dictatorship 
(iO nisxplrmialism 

205. Deficit financing is spending: 

(a) By borrowing from abroad 

(b) In excess of revenue 

(c) Less than w'hat is needed 

(d) By getting foreign aid 

206. Division of labour is promoted by; 

(a) Extended market 


(ii) Limited malket 

(c) Perfect market 

(d) Pricx! discrimination 

207. Saving is a function of: 

(a) Income 

(b) Improvement of productivity 

(c) Investment 

(d) Expert 

208. 'Naticmal Renewal Fund' is meant for: 

(a) helping workers affected by restructuring of the 
economy 

(b) importing high technology equipment from 
abroad 

(c) financing relief operations in natural calamities 
(cf) financing afforestation and environment 

209. A balanced economic growth means: 

(a) different sectors of economy grow at their natural 
rates of growth 

(1>) different parts of the economy grenv in har* 
montous manner 

(c) equal percentage growth in output over a perioc 
of two years 

(d) equal increase in resource aUocation in all areas 

210. 'Globalization of Indian Economy' means: 

(n) having minimum possible restrictions or 
economic relatiims with other countries 
(f>) giving up programmes of import substitution 

(c) stepping up external borrowings 

(d) establisning Indian business units abroad 

211. Where did Mahatma Gandhi first try the weapon oi 
Salyagraha? 

(a) South Africa (b) Champaran 

(c) Bardoli (d) Dandi 

212. Deflation is chtvked by; 

(a) Deficit budget 

(b) Reduction in taxation 

(c) Increase in public expenditure 

(d) All the above 

213. The 'Last Supper', a famous Renaissance Painting 
was a masterpiece of; 

(a) Raphael (/») Titan 

(c) Leonardo Da Vinci (d) Michael-Angelo 

2ll! The Planning Commission in India was set up ir 
the year: 

(a) 1947 (b) 1950 

. (c) 1951 (d) 1952 

215. Which one is not port of the east aiast of India? 

(a) Calcutta (b) CiKhin 

(c) Paradeep (d) Visakhapatnam, 

216. President's rule in a State is imposed under whicl 
of the following Articles of the Constitution? 

(a) 352 (b) 358 

(c) 356 (d) 370 

217. What is the ratio between width aruJ length of tht 
Indian National Flag? 

(a) 5:7 (b) 4:5 

(c)l;2 (d) 2:3 

218. The President can proclaim emeigency on the writ¬ 
ten advice of the; 

(a) Prime Minister 

(b) Chief Justice of India 

(c) Union Cabinet 
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{(i) %>eaker of the Lok Sabha 
1X9. The fundamental right that aims at the abolition of 
social distinctioi^ is the: 

(а) Right on property 

(б) Ri^t against exploitation 
(c) Rig^t tn equality 

{d) Right of freedom 

220. F(V the enforcement of Fundamental Rights the 
court may issur. 

(a) A decree (b) An ordinance 

(c) A notification {d) A writ 

221. ' f low many membere in Rajya Sabha are re)minated 
by the President of wdia? 

(fl) 10 (t) 11 

(c) 12 id) 13 

222. Two persons nominated by President to the Lok'*' 
Sabha represent: 

(a) Anglo-Indians (l>) Parsees 

(c) lndo-Christian.s (d) Buddhists 

223. Vtbed economy approach was adopted during the 
industrial policy .statement or: 

(a) 1948 (h) 1956 

(c) 1977 (d) 1991 

224. Who is the ex-officu) chairman of Hie Rajya Sabha? 
(a) Prrisidenl of India 

(h) Vice-Pre.sident of India 

(c) Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

(d) I.eadcr of the Opposition 

228. Which of the following is an indirect tax? 

(a) Pxciseduty ({>} Capital gains tax 

(r) Wealth tax (d) Corporation lax 

226. Pre.sident of India is elected by: 

(а) proportional representation 

(б) proporti«5nal representation by a single trans¬ 
ferable vote 

(c) list system 

(d) single member territorial representation 

227. Which of the following are the circumstances imder 
which an elected member of Parliament may be disqualified 
on the ground of defection? 

1. If he v'oluntarily gives up hi.s membership of a 

political party 

2. If he votes or abstairts from voting contrary to any 

direction issued by his pc^litical party without 

f rior permission of the political party 
he s|%aks against the politicai party 
4. If he joins a political party «>ther than the party on 
whose ticket he contested and g<it elected 
Select the correct answer 

(a) 1,2 and 3 {b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 2,3 and 4 

228. Freedom of speech cannot be used: 

(fl) to incite people into violence 
‘ (t) to speak for denationalisation of public sector 

, (c) to tfemand more wages 

’ (d) to level corruption charges against government 

229. Which of the following can be aboli^ed, but not 
dissolved? 

(<r) Rajya Sabha (b) Municipal Ekxjies 
(c) State Legislative Council 
(d) None of the above 

230. Who appeunts Comptroller and Auditor General of 


India? 


(a) theU.PS.C. 

(c) Prime Minister 


(b) President.. 
(d) Paritament 
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Resume of Expected 
Questions on Current Affairs 


Name the port in Andhra 
Pradesh which is being developed 
into a deep sea port with the assis¬ 
tance of Asian Development Bank 
(ADB)? 

Kakinada port. 

Name the first full-length 
movie, to be produced in Asia, with 
an animated cartoon character as 
die ccnbral figure, acting along with 
an array of human characters. 

'O' Faby. The movie has been 
made in Malayaiam. 

The Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meet (CHOGM) was 
held in October 1993 in which 
country? 

Cyprus. 

Name the Russian space njmncy 
which was to transfer the te^nol- 
ogy of cryogenic etigines to Ipclia? 

Glavkosmos. 

What position does India hold 
in die world production of coal? 

India is world's fourth largest 
producer of coal. China tops the list, 
followed by USA and erstwhile 
USSR. 

Who is eligible to head the five- 
member National Human Rights 
Commission? 

Any retired Chief Justice of 
India. 

Name the firm which has been 
awarded die $ 25 million Kandla- 
Bhatinda Oil Pipeline Project? 

Tupacero of Mexico. 

Which country played a very 
important role in finalisation of the 
historic accord between the PLO 
and Israel, by providing and ar¬ 
ranging for secret meetings be¬ 
tween PLO mid Israel? 

Norway. 

Where was the first global 
human rights conference held in 
June 1993? 

Vienna. 

What historical event took 
place on December 2,1942? 
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It was on this day that a small 
roup of scientists, at the Enrico 
ermi's experimental reactor in 
Chicago, harnessed the energy of the 
atom ror the first time. 

The 50th anniversary of the first 
man-made nuclear chain reaction 
was celebrated on December 2,1992. 

Name the member countries of 
G-15. 

Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, 
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, 
Malaysia,*Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, 
Senegal, Wnezuela, Yugoslavia and 
Zimbabwe. Chile has been admitted 
as the new member. 

At which place the tallest chim¬ 
ney of India has been built? 

Talcher in Orissa. It stands at a ' 
majestic height of 227.5 metres and 
has been built by yie National Build¬ 
ings Cunstiliction Corporation 
(NBCC). 

Name the countries that are part 
of the European Community. 

France, Germany, Italy, U.K., 
Spain, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Greece, Portugal, Denmark, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. 

What are the main highlights of 
the Supreme Court's verdict of 
reservation issue? 

—Reservation for the backward 
classes is permissible provided the 
'creamy layer' is excluded. 

—A backward class cannot be 
identified only and exclusively with 
reference to economic criteria. 

—The total reservation in 
government jobs shall not exceed 
more than 50 per cent. 

—^There can be no reservation in 
promotions. 

—Reservation purely on 
economic criteria for poor struck 
down. 

—Reservation in certain techni¬ 
cal posts not advisable. 

Which train has been renamed 
Swaraj express to mark the Golden 
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Jubilee celebrations of the Quit 
India Movemefd? 

Jammu Tawi-Bombay Express 
train. 

Which ciw has l^en chosen to 
host the 1993 Earth Summit? 

Manchester, UK. 

On January 1, 1993 ttie world's 
largest trading block*~-the 
European Single Market—came 
into effect. What will be the 
benefits of this union to the mem¬ 
ber States? 

With the creation of the 
European Single Market a vast bor¬ 
derless economic space with 360 mil- 
lion consumers and a combined 
GNP of $ 6.5 trillion has been 
created. 

In principal the European con¬ 
tinent will be free of physical, techni¬ 
cal and fiscal barriers. People of 
member countries will be aole to 
travel without passport and visas. 
I'rucks will carry no special docu¬ 
ments. Students will be able to study 
anywhere in the 18 member 
countries on the basis of degrees 
earned at home. Businessmen will be 
able to bid for public contracts, on 
equal terms, in any of the member 
countries. 

What does 'Operation Restore 
Hope' pertain to? 

It is the operation, launched by 
USA, under the UN aegis, in 
Somalia. The aim is to stop nghtii^ 
between different warlorcis, disarm 
them and oversee the supply of food 
to the starv'ing Somalians. 

At which place has India's fiisf 
hovercraft service started? 

The service has started between 
Surat and Bhavnagar in Gujarat. - 

Name the world's first hospital 
on wheels. 

Lifeline Express. It began 
functioning cm December 14,1992. 

Where is the world's larges! 
monolithic statue installed? 
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Hussain ^gar Laka near 
Hyderabad. It is a 350>tonne statue 
of Hie Buddha. 

What is the number of the 
Peace-keeping Operations being 
undertaken by UN as on January 
19937^ 

Thirteen. These ^eraticms are 
costing UN about $ 2.8 billion every 
year. 

Name the first-ever full- 
fledged Newspaper of India? 

Bengal Gazette. Also known as 
The Calcutta General Adwrtiser and 
Hickey’s Gazette, the pawr made its 
first appearance in Calcutta on 
Saturday, January 29,1780. 

What amount of gauge cimver- 
sion has been completed by the rail- 
wa}rs by the end of March 1993? 

1,379 km. This is 179 km more 
than the target for 1992*93. Under the 
unigauge policy of the Railways, 
6000 km of railway line is to be con¬ 
verted into broad gauge during the 
eighth plan. By the turn of the cen¬ 
tury, 11,000 km of narrow and metre 
gauge are planned to be converted 
into broad gauge. 

What is the name of the shore- 
based nautical academy training 
ship? 

Chamkya. It will be situated near 
Karar village, near New Bombay. 

Which city holds the distinction 
of harbouring the oldest working 
mint of India? 

Bombay. There are three other 
mints at Calcutta, Hyderabad and 
Noida. The Noida mint is the latest 
and most sophi.sticated. 

Which alloy is the most popular 
alloy for coinage, the world over? 

Cupro-nickel. 

What is "Salt of the Earth"? 

A documentary drama which 
tells the story of the Indian Air Force. 
The documentary has been made to 
mark the completion ot 60 years of 
TAP. 

For what purpose has the 

J ovemment dedded to set-up the 
[rasktriya Mahila Kosh (National 
Credit Fund tor Women)? 

To provide access to easy credit 
to working women. 

What are Scientoons? 

There are scientific cartoons 
developed with the use of latest com¬ 
puter ^aphic technology. 


Which country was the leading 
foreign investor hi India in 1992? 

USA. 

Alto is the brand name of which 
product? 

Alto is the brand name of the 
new car being manufactured by 
MaruH Udyog Limited for export to 
European market. In India the car 
will be marketed by the name of Zen. 

What was the total number of 
foreign tourists in India in 1992-93? 

18,20,239. In 1991-92 the figure 
was 17,81,892. 

At which place in India is the 
one-homed ihino found? 

Kaziranga National Park in 
Assam. 

At which place in India is the 
biggest Cotton market of Asia 
situated? 

Kotkapura in Faridkot district of 
Punjab. The city is also known as the 
"city of white gold". 

What does Open Skies treaty en¬ 
visage? 

The Open Skies treaty, signed in 
Helsinki on March 24, W2, seeks to 
establish a regime of unarmed aerial 
observation flights over the entire 
territory of its participants. 

What world record has been 
created by Milind Deshmukh of 
Pune? 

He walked 104.2 km, balancing a 
milk bottle on his head to surpass the 
98 km Guinnes,s world record .set by 
Ashrita Furman of USA in 1991. 

Who is the author of the book 
"Operation Blue Star The true 
story”? 

Lt Gen K.S. Brar (retd). 

Name the sixth command of the 
Indian Army. What is its main pur¬ 
pose? 

Training Command. This com¬ 
mand was created on October 1,1991 
to assist the army to prepare for war. 
it is the "think-tank'^ of the army. Its 
main task is to prepare standardised 
doctrines for current and future war¬ 
fare, both conventional and nuclear. 

Which company has launched 
India's first private sector Mutual 
fund? 

Kothari Pioneer Mutual Fund. 

What was the total amount of 
Textile export of India in 1992-93? 

$ 6.5 billion. 


What was India's total gems 
and jewellery export in 1992>93? 

Rs 9,503 crore or $ 3.27 billion. In 

1991- % the figure was Rs 7,233 crore 
or $ 2.93 billioo. 

What were India's total foreign 
exchan^ reserves (exchidlng gold 
and special drawing rights) at the 
end of March 1993? 

Rs 20,140 crore. 

What were India's total foreign 
exchange earnings from tourism in 

1992- 93? 

Rs 3,990 crore as compared to Rs 
3,319 crore during 1991-92. 

What amount of gold was 
produced by India in 1991-92? 

2039 Kgs. 

What was the annual rate of in¬ 
flation for 1992, based on the week¬ 
ly averages of the official wholesale 
price index? 

11.5 per cent. In 1991 the rate was 
13.7 per cent. 

As per the quick estimates for j 
the Central Statistical Organisation, { 
what was tiie National Income of ' 
India in 1991-92, at constant (1980- : 
81) prices? 

Rs 1,86,135 crore as against Rs 
1,84,446 crore in 1990-91. At current 
prices the national income has been 
estimated at Rs 4,73,246 crore. 

The Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) at factor cost at constant 
prices is estimated at Rs 2,12,316 
crore in 1991-% as against 2,09,791 
crore in 1990-91. At current prices, 
GDP in 1991-92 is estimated at Rs 
5,41,888 crore as against Rs 4,72,660 
crore in 1990-91. 

What was India's total defence 
debt as on February 28,1993? 

Rs 35,550 crore. Of this, the 
government has to repay about Rs 
17,800 crore in the next 12 years and 
Rs 10,455 crore in 45 years, oa soft 
terms to Russia. Rs 7,194 crore has to 
be repaid to the General Currency- 
Area countries on commercial terms. 

What were India's foreign ex¬ 
change reserves as on March 31, 
1993? 

$ 6.40 billion. 

What is India's per capita inr 
come? 

Rs 2,222. 

What was Hie total amount of 
oil import of India in 1992-93? 

Rs 16,250 crore. 29 million ton- 
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nes of crude oil and over 10 million 
tormes ofpetroleum was imported in 
19SG-93. The domestic production of 
was 25 million tonnes. 

\ Which commodity is the top 
foreign exchange earner of India? 

Gems and Jewellery. 

What was the total crop produc¬ 
tion of India in 1991>92? 

180 million tonnes. 

What amount of loans and in¬ 
vestment was approved by the 
Asian Development Bank during 
1992? 

$ 5.125 billion. This was 6.6 per 
cent more than in 1991. India was the 
second biggest beneficiary. In¬ 
donesia topped the list with China 
being third. 

Which country is the single 
largest donor country to India? 

Japan. It has pledged $ 1.11 bil¬ 
lion for 1993-94. 

Which country accounts for the 
largest share of foreign investment 
approved in India during 1992? 

USA. The total investment ap¬ 
proved during 1992 amounted to Rs 
1,069.34 crote. 

According to a UNESCO report, 
which reviewed the State of 
primary education based on 1990 
data, which country has the distinc¬ 
tion of having the largest number of 
illiterates in the world? 

India. As of 1990 the total num¬ 
ber of illiterates in India was 281 mil¬ 
lion or 30 per cent of the world's 
illiterates. 

What was India's total long¬ 
term debt, including lease transac¬ 
tions and rupee-rouble credits, at 
the end of March 1993? 

$ 85 billion (Rs 2,66,167 crore). 
The total long-term debt in March 
1990 was $ 56 billion. 

As per the latest report of tiie 
World Health Organisation, what 
amount per capita was spent by 
India on health in 1990? 

$ 21 per capita. Out of this $ 16.5 
was spent privately and rest was 
spent by the Government. 

Name India's leading credit 
rating agency? 

The Credit Rating and Informa¬ 
tion Services of India Ltd (CRTSIL). 

Name the bank which has been 
merged with the Punjab National 
Bank in September, 1993? 


New Bank of India. 

Name the two financial in¬ 
stitutes who are the first to be given 
permission by Reserve Bank of 
India, to set banking firms? 

Unit Trust of India (l^I) and the 
Housing development Fiiumce Cor¬ 
poration (HDFC). 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has changed its formula 
for calculating the size of the 
economy of member countries. 
Now it is calculated on the basis of 
the purchasing power of a country's 
own currency at home, rather than 
the currency's value on internation¬ 
al exchange. On this basis where 
does Indian economy stands? 

India has been ranked sixth 
largest economy of the world behind 
the US, Japan, China, Germany and 
France. The Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) has been calculated at one tril¬ 
lion dollars and the per capita in¬ 
come has been assessed at $ 1,150 as 
against $ 330 on the old basis. 


How many waterways in India 
have been debated National Water¬ 
ways by the Fariiament? 

Three. These are: Ganga- 
Bhagirathi-Hooghly river system 
from Haldia to Allahabad; Brah¬ 
maputra river from Sadiya to 
Dhubri; and west coastal canal sys¬ 
tem between Kollam and 
Kotapuram in Kerala. 

WhatisCAPART? 

CAPART or the Council for 
People's Action and Advancement 
of Rural technology, is a semi- 
autonomous body under the minis¬ 
try of rural development which help 
the rural and small-town artisans to 
meet the demand, of their products. 

From August 2,1993 the foreign 
exchange markets in India adopted 
the direct quotations? What do you 
understand by this? 

Foreign exchange quotes, the 
world over, are usually expressed in 
direct ternis. The foreign currency 
unit is kept fixed and its price or the 


MILESTONES 

Review of last six months 

Abu Mazen: Number two in the Palestine Liberation Orgiinisation (PLO), he 
engineered a breakthrough peace deal with Israel in secret taTk.s in Nt*rway. 

Amartiya Sen: Eminent economist of India, he has been nominated to a 
17-member advistJty board to the environmental dh’istoii of the World Bank 

AnwatuI Hoda: He has been appointed Deputy Director General ot GATT. 
Before being appointed to the post he was working as the acting Commerce 
Secretary in the Indian government. 

Hardev Sin^: He is the first person in the woild to travel on 5U cc moped to 
an altitude of 18,380 feet (Khardung La Pass near U’h). 

Homai Vyarawalla: Eighty years old Ms N^arawalla is India's first woman 
p!u>ti>-joumah.st. 

Ilayaraja; The most sought after music director iit the world of Tamil films, 
he ha.s me distinction of being the first Indian to compose a full svmpht'nv for the 
Britain's Royal Philharmcmic Orcliestra. The wtwk is an amalgam of bndian aitd 
Western music. It has been called Fusion. But, no Indian instruments were used. 

Mangosuthu Buthelbzi: Chief of the Inkatlia Freedom Party of South Africa. 

Medha Patkan l.eader of the Save Namtada Movement. 

Mohamed Farrah Atdid: Somali warlord whose forces had killed 2.3 Pakis¬ 
tani UN trcxrps. 

Robin Raphel, Ms; Chief of the South Asian Bureau in the State department, 
USA. Her statement on Kashmir on October 29,199.3, that "USA d(K*s not recog¬ 
nise the instrument of accc&sion as meaning that Kashmir is an integral part of 
India", had led to a lot of coi\troversy and strain in relations between India and 
USA. 

Soli Sorabjee: A leading lawyer of India, he has been nominated as 
prosecutor of the international war crimes court for the former Yugoslavia, by the 
UN Secretary-General. 

V. Kurien, Dn National Dairy Development Board (NOD^ Ciiairman, he is 
tire first Indian ta be conferred the "intemational dairy persem of the year" award. 

YVenne Bayer: A Frendi missionary, better known as Mother Bayer to many 
of her wards who suffer from Leprosy. At 100 years of age, she is one of the oldest 
missionaries in brdia. 
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exchange ratte expfe«»ed in vaiiable 
units ot <he doraestk cyrrency. 

The exception to this rule, till 
August 1,1993, were Indian rupee, 
the pound sterling, the Irish pound, 
the Australian Dollar and the New 
Zealand dollar. This method is called 
indirect ijjuotation method. For tr¬ 
ample in mdirect method the foreign 
exchange rate was quoted as Rs 
100=US $ 3.1830. Thus the rupee ccst 
of a single unit of foreign currency 
could be obtained only by division 
or indirectly. 

The advantage of direct quotes is 
that they are much easier to under¬ 
stand. When direct quotes are used, 
the guiding principle is the age-old 
simple trading rule of buying cheap 
and selling dear. For instance, if the 
quotes are US $ l=Rs 30.25 and Rs 
30.50, it is evident that the buying 
rate is $ 1 = Rs 30.25 and the selling 
rate is $ 1 = Rs 30,50. 

What is cryogenics? 

Cryogenics refers to .study of 
materials and phenomena at 
temperatures close to absolute zero. 

What is dumpin^"^ 

The classic definition is selling a 
product abroad for less than you sell 
it at home, the alleged intent being to 
drive competitors out of business by 
staling at loss. 

What was operation Sahayala? 

This operation wa.s the biggest 
ever rescue and relief task to be un¬ 
dertaken by the army, since inde¬ 
pendence. It was undertaken in the 
earthquake-hit areas of Killari and 
Umarga, in the Marathwada districts 
of Maharashtra. 

What is Screndip? 

it stands for Search for Extra-Ter¬ 
restrial Radio Emissiom from Nearly 
Developed Intelligent Populations, 
ft is a $ 400,000 project to search for 
any signals that might have been 
emitted by radar or cominimication 
systems of an alien world. 

What is South Investment 
Trade Technology Data Centre (SIT- 
TDEO? 

The SITTDEC pr^ect 'has been 
undertaken by the G-15 member 
countries to provide essential inputs 
in the area of trade, technology and 
development. It is being coordinated 
by Malaysia. 

What is a 'Balanced Fund'? 


A Balanced Fund, floated by a 
financial institution, is a fund that 
invests the money, collected from the 
public, in common equity shares, 
pre^rence shares and bortds in an 
effort to obtain the highest return 
consistent with a low cisK strategy. A 
Balanced Fund offers a higher yield 
than that offered by a pure equity 
fund and performs better when the 
equity prices are falling. 

What is Kakripat/aHu? 

It is the ancient martial art form 
that is part of the rich cultural ethos 
of Kerala. Kalaripayattu originated in 
the erstwhile Kadathanadu region of 
north Kerala (now Vadakera) where 
the heroic deeds of Kalaripayatiu ex¬ 
perts are .still remembered. 

WhitisRDX? 

11 is the most powerful explosive 
know'n with the rate of detonation as 
high as 9,300 metres per second. It is 
white in colour and used as a booster 
or mixed as the main charge. 

What is SOS movement? 

SOS movement, which took 
shape in India in 1970, looks after the 
orphans and destitute children. At 
present it is looking after more than 
10,0(X) children. 

What is committee system in a 
parliamentary form of government? 

Parliamentary committee sys¬ 
tem envisages detailed considera¬ 
tion of the demands of grants of 


various Mihistrieshy theccUntnittees 
concerned rather than the Lok 
Sabha. 

What would be the implica¬ 
tions if India is named under Spe¬ 
cial 301 Article of US A? 

Under 301 the USA would 
withdraw the duty concessions on 
imports from India. This would 
mean that bilateral trade would be 
heavily effected. A loss of US sup¬ 
port for India in the multi-lateral 
tinancial agencies is also possible. 
USA has put India under Article 301 
for not making "adequate" progress 
on the issue of patents. 

What do you understand by the 
term "transparency in arms deals"? 

The UN is making an effort to 
maintain an international register to 
record the sale or transfer of arms. 
This is referred to as "transparency" 
in arms deals. It is also favoured to 
impose sanctions against nations 
that fail to report to UN arms 
register. 

What is Net Reproduction .Rite 
(NRR-D? 

NRR-1 corresponds to a birth 
rate of 21 per thousand, death rate of 
9 per thousand and natural popula¬ 
tion growth rale of 1.2 per cent. Die 
National Health Policy of 1983 had 
stipulated that NRR-1 be achieved 
by 20(X). This i.s the first step towards 
achieving zero growth rate. The 


Important Appointments 

(Review of last six months) 

Benazir Bhutto; Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

OngTeng Cheong: First directly elected President of Singapore. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk: Re-installed as the King of Cambodia. 

Norihiro Hosokawa: Prime Minister of Japan. He is the leader of the coalition 
that toppled the Liberal Democratic Party from 38 years in power. 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyan Prime Minister of Afghanistan. 

Agathe Uwilingiyiiitana: First woman Prime Minister of Rwanda. 

Juan Carlos Wasmosy; First democratically elected civilian President of 
Paraguay. 

Jean Chretien: Prime Minister of Caiiada. His Libera! Party put an end to the 
nine years rule of Conservative Party. 

Andreas Papandreou: Re-elected as Prime Minister of Greece after being 
thn>wn-out, four years back. 

Waldemar Pawlak Nominated as Prime Minister of Poland. 

L.K. Advani: (Resident of Bharatiya Janata Part>'. 

A.B, Vajpayee Leader of file opposition in the Lok Sabha. He is a seiuor BJP 
leader. 

Justice Ranganath Mishra (retd): Former Chief Justice of India, he has been 
appointed Cltait^rson of the National Human Rights Commission. 

Claude Martin: Director-General of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

Rama Devi: Secietary-Ceneral of Rajya Sabha. 
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latest reports indicate that NRR-1 
can cmly be achieved by 2011-2016 
and it would take many more 
decades to achieve zero growth rate 
population. 

' Name the Chairman of the 
Committee on Industrial Sickness 
and Corporate Restructuring? 

Dr Omkar Goswami. 

Who is head of tfie eight-mem¬ 
ber committee to examine the issue 
of reform of the insurance sector of 
India? 

Mr R.N. Malhotra, former RBI 
Governor. 

< For what purpose was the 
Janakiraman Committee for¬ 
med? 

To enquire into the multi- 
cfore securities scandal. The com¬ 
mittee was set-up on April 30, 
1992 under the chairmanship of 
the RBI deputy governor, Mr R. 
Janakiraman. 

For what purpose was the 
Rekhi Committee formed? 

To look into the system of in¬ 
direct taxation especially for 
simplifying and streamlining of laws 
and procedures for central excise 
and customs. 

For what purpose was the 
Verma Commission constituted? 

To investigate security lapses 
that led to the assassination of Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi at Sriperumbudur, 
near Madras, on May 21,1991. 

Where are the 1995 National 
Games proposed to be held? 

Manipur. 

Where are the 1994 Goodwill 
Games proposed to be held? 

St Petersburg (Russia). 

Which company has bagged 
the domestic logo rights for In¬ 
dian Cricketers for the next three 
years? 

ITC Limited. All Indian Crick¬ 
eters will sport the wills logo, on 
their uniform, for matches played on 
Indian soil till March 1996. 

Which Indian company spon¬ 
sored the six-nation world series 
Cricket tournament held in India as 
part of the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebrations of the Cricket Associa¬ 
tion of Bengal? 

Hero Honda. 


Name ttie mascot of the 1994 
Hiroshima Asian Games? 

Poppo and Cuccu two doves. 

Name the oldest Football toui^ 
nament of India? 

Durand Cup. 

Who is the highest nm-getter in 
Test Cricket? 

Allan Border of Australia. On 
February 26, 1993 he overtook Sunil 
Gavaskar's aggregate of 10,122, 
during his knock of 88 against New 
Zealand at Christchurch. Border also 
holds the records for the highest 
number of 137 catches in Tests and 
has played a record 136 successive 
Tests. 

What record was made by 
Vinod Kambli in the one-off Test 
match against Zimbabwe, played at 
New Delhi in March, 1993? 

He became the third batsman in 
the world and the first left-hander to 
score two double centuries in succes¬ 
sive Test matches. 

Which day is observed as World 


Population Day? 

July 11. 

Which day ia observed as Iatei» 
national Dtw Against Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Tii^icking? 

June 26. 

When was the National Postal 
week celebrated? 

October 9 to 15,1993. 

Which day is observed as Worid 
Aged Day? 

October 1. 

Which year is to be celebrated 
in India as the Rashtra Chetna Varsh 
(Year of National Awakening)? 

1993. 

Which day is celebrated as 'Pol¬ 
lution Prevention Day'? 

December 2. 

Which day was celebrated as 
Anti-Terrorism Day in India? 

May 21. 


Important Events 

(Review of last six months) 

JUNE 

14— The first global human rights confenmeo, in 2.5 years, opens in Vienna 

27—US missiles pound Baghdad m retaliation for an alleged plot to kill the 
former President, tieorge Bush. 

JULY 

16—Bowing to the US pressure, Russia cancels the cryogenic engine deal with 
India. 

23 —INSAT-2B, fndia's multi-functional, indigenously built satellite, i.s launched 
successfully. 

AUGUST 

18—The Supreme Court of India holds (he admi.ssion of non-criminal mentally 
ill persons to jails as illegal and unconshtutional. 

31—^Israel appmves plan for autonomy to Palestine. 

SEPTEMBER 

6—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao arrives in China. An agreement to 
respect and rAjserve tlte Line of Actual Control, is signed. 

10—Israel and PLO formally recognise each other. 

13—Israel and the PLO sign an historic agreement on limited Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied territories. 

15— Cambodia's elected assembly turns the country into a kingdom. 

25—India lifts sanctions against ^uth Africa. 

30—Over 20,000 people are killed as earthquake rocks Latur district of 
Maharashtra. 

OCTOBER 

3—Emergency is clamped in Moscow. Russian hardliners surrender to forces 
loyal to President Yeltsin (Oct 4). 

5—P^istan goes to polls to elect its 10th National Assembly. 

8—^UN lifts economic sanctions against South Africa. 

16— ^Troops lay a siege around the llazratbal ^rine in Srinagar, following? over¬ 
night gun-battles with the militants ho!ed-up inside the shrine. 

21—The five-day Commonwealth Summit begins at Limassol in Cyprus. 
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and Earn Higher Salaries 



































Congratuiate Our Student 

ROHTASHAV DHIR 

for standing 1st in 

AU India C.B.S.E. MEDICAL ENTRANCE 

& 

C.E.T (Punjab) 




*H^rites 




1 ROHTASHAV OHIR 
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CRUaAL ELECTIONS 
Tlie recmt Assembly 
Elections utere a victory of 
secularism over 
communalism attd religiaus 
tolerance over religious 
bigotry. It is a victory for 
social juslite, communal 
harmony, equal rights and 
peaceful ro-existence. 

Md Anwarul Haque 

Jasm-Jicdpur 

T.N. SESHAN—THE 
IRON MAN 

The mini-Ceneral 
UectioH in the country was 
held more or less peacefully. 
Very few cases of booth 
capturing, rigging and 
violence were registered as 
compared to the elections 
held earlier. The credit for 
tins goes to Mr T.N. Seslian. 

Anis Ahmad Ansari 

Garulm 

. DEMOGRAPHIC 
EXPLOSION 

You have rightly pointed 
that there is an urgent need 
forpolitiial will to tackle 
the problem of population. 
Rapid increase in the 
population nullifies the 
benefits of the improved 
economy and agnadture. 

This leads to discontentment 
among the masses, who in 
turn become easy targets of 
the fundameiilaltsts and the 
secessionists, who exploit 
them for their nefarious ends, 
winch are inevitably against 
the interest of the country. 

Paras Bht 

Patna 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Kashmir is an integral 
part of India and the legality 
of Us accession cannot he 
questioned. Muharaia Ilari 


Singh had wUlingly accepted 
the accession of J Sr K to 
India. 

Even the legal advisor to 
the UN Commission on 
Kashmir had concluded that 
the State's accession to India 
was legal and could not be 
questioned. This position 
was fiirther recognised in the 
UN Resolution of August, 

1948 and January, 1949. 

Binay Kumar Mishra 

famaljiur 

POLITICAL 

CORRUPTION 

It IS a matter of great 
irony that an honest offu er 
has betome the odd man out, 
as the prevalent political 
(iilture tends to ignore, 
neglect and even punish him 
for not falling in line. 

Corruption can only he 
controlled by a committed 
political leadership which 
siivars by integrity. The 
Central vigilance 
commission and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
should be given more powers 
and freed from political 
influence. The redressal of 
citizens’grievances should 
occupy the top-most 
priority. At the same time 
there should also he 
adequate reward for honest 
woik. These measures can 
help in checking the rot to a 
great extent. 

Amitabh Ranjan Shukla 

Delhi 

GROWING EXTERNAL 
DEBT 

Growth of public debt is 
nenv a inajor problem for the 
developing countries. The 
solution depends on effective 
collaboration among 


debtors, commercial banks, 
creditors and international 
agencies. It is hoped that 
through collective effort and 
on orderly and co-operative 
approach, a new 
international economic 
order is established, in 
tohicb the relation between 
the developing and 
developed countries are 
based on equality and 
justice. 

Ashwini Shukla 

Gorakhpur 

ROLE OF NAM 

NAM was established to 
harness the emrgies and 
potential of the Third World 
i mint ties, to eradicate 
poverty, illiteracy, human 
rights aimses, 
unemployment, etc. The 
other main objective was to 
pievent exploitation by the 
super-powers. NAM was not 
formed as a bloc to prevent 
tvar or maintain peace. Us 
role can be best played 
duntig peace and today the 
best time for NAM to achieve 
its goals. With proper 
I oordinution among 
themselves, NAM member 
countries can do a lot for the 
iiplifhnent ofthar people. 

Saumitra Mohan 

Patna 


CM FEATURES 

ImugfadtostufOiatl 
have been setected in Ike 
PmbarianaryC^lflcen'Eiiam, 
condmded by BSRB.U»ertih 
for my success goes completely 
to "CM.*. This magttziw helps 
to promote tiU-round 
deodapment of a person. 

PutuPatra 

Deogttih 

I have been reading your 
magazine since 1990. The 
Articles, Special Features, etc 
are extremely useful for 
written examinations as 
welt as interview tests. 

Atjuna Chanui Behera 

Bhubaneswar 

I have been a regular 
reader of "CM" for the last 
two years. All articles and 
current topics are very useful 
for every U.P.S.C. trP.C.S. 
examination. 

Ashok Kumar Ashque 

Pustf 

The worth of the 
magazine is immense. It is 
very useful for candidates 
appearing in various 
competitive exams. With the 
help of CM I have got 
through the MB A written 
exam conduited by the 
All-India Institute of 
Management, New Delhi, on 
behalf of Madurai Kamaraj 
University. 

Chitra Ranjan Dutta 
Balurghat 
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Leaders and Myths 


R ecent political happenings in the country have 
shown that leaders and super'Ieaders are but men 
and women of flesh. 

It has also been revealed that the so-called 
super-leaders are built up through high voltage 
publicity. Myths about them are assiduously cultivated. 
The ]a3muin hardly suspects he is being taken for a ride. 
He believes all that is churned out by the mass media 
about them. 

If the Hero was the great figure of the past, die 
“leader" is of the present. The country has never haS 
more "leaders". In the past, it was believed that 
leadership grew out of merit. That the most capable 
men put aside their personal interests and assumed 
leadership of the masses for common good This 
concept has been thrown to the dustbin of discarded 
ideas. 

Leadership is now looked upon as a trade to which 
any bright or brisk lad, semi-educated, well-read in 
crime thrillers and comic strip.s, unsuited to otiier 
occupations, can be yoked for a brief spell, and then 
catapulted into limelight. 

It is often trotted out cm behalf of "leaders" that 
they arc goaded by the burning desire to serve the 
country. Ihis is done to make others believe that the 
desire to lead and the ability to lead are the same thing. 
The fact is that there is no connection between the two. 
A craving for public attention docs not mean 
qualification for public responsibility. 

Vital decisions about the country are taken on 
considerations which are petty and personal. I,aw is 
reduced to suit the whims of ^e "leader". 

The new concept of leadership has had some 
alarming effects, and portends worse. Politicians of less 
than average intelligence, no commitment except to 
themselves, have basked in prosperity, amassing wealth 
and power staggering even the stagnant imagination of 
the most supine. Many of them, and their sycophants 
who have feadiered dieir nests, are to be seen to be 
believed. A cultured selfless "leader" is as rare as a 
dodo. 

The ability to "lead" is wrongly confused with the 
ability to exercise judgement and wisdom in all spheres 
of activity. It is often overlooked that ability to talk or 


push into a cushy, commanding position does not mean 
the ability to run the country efficiently. This is achieved 
in conditions so different from running the country that 
the application of the fonner's principles to die latter, is 
certain to result in corruption of the system. We have 
witnessed it in ample measure in the recent past. 

The image of mediocrity has to be brightened 
through adulation. The greatness of the leader has to be 
acclaimed. Fake greatnes.s is a cover fur mediocrity. That 
this is lack of ability is never admitted. It is sought to be 
compensated by building a strong team (word in 
current usage is caucus; around ^e 'leader' Strong 
team, it is said, comprises brilliant men. 

Nothing could be farther from truth. First, it is 
doubtful if a medicKTe leader, struggling for survival, 
has the inclination or the ability to hunt tor brilliance. 
Second, it is most unlikely dial the 'leader' will bear the 
humiliation that comparisons with brilliance bring 

The great leader, like the hero oi yore, is always 
endowed with super qualities. I le may not descend into 
the under-world to slay dragons but he possesses 
supernatural stamina to work, an unusually large heart 
that bleeds for the poor. Sensibilities that deprive him of 
sleep, an astonishing memory that never forgets a face, a 
camera eye that enables him to read six books a day and 
soon. 

In newspapers, controlled or free, radio, T.V. and 
other platforms, it is proclaimed that the leader is a man 
of vision who looks ahead and plans tor the future. In 
other words, he is several cuts above the led. 

This is a carefully foisted myth Most leaders show 
no imagination even while dealing with commonplace 
matters in office or politics. The so-called imagination 
they are said to have is nothing but ability to 
manipulate and adjust according to prevailing, 
changing political winds. 

An agency to look Into charges of corruption 
against the highest in the land is a case in point. Past 
riders were apathetic, if not hostile to it. They knew that 
their reputation as well as their livelihood depended on 
stalling the move. 

The entrenched leader is conservative and close to 
conviction. His future betrays an increasing fragility and 
his estate demands defence, not debate. 
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Seshan Episode: 
A Success Story 


During the past tvx) years or so. 
Chief Election Commissioner T.N. 
Seshan frequently acted in a curt, 
abrasive manner. As a result of his 
autocratic style cffunctioning he beaime 
a highly controversial figure. He gave 
sinless nights to several Chief Mini¬ 
sters. There was even talk of impeaching 
him for his actions. But ultimately he has 
emerged triumphant. The conduct cfthe 
Assembly elections in Noventber, 1993, 
established his bona fides, and a 
favourable Supreme Court verdict 
upheld his claim of being the highest 
authority in the lej^l machinery for su¬ 
pervision cf pcAls. 

HE November elections to five 
States and the Union Territory of 
Delhi were lai^ely peaceful and free 
of electoral malpractices such as 
booth capturing. There were only a 
couple of murders in UP against over 
100 last time. The polling and the 
counting of votes were free and fair, 
and the result reflected the views of 
the electorate in the States. Whatever 
the faults of the Chief Election Com¬ 
missioner, there is no doubt that the 
firmness he displayed and the 
labours he put in his bid to ensure 
free polls yielded good dividends 
and served the national interest. 

Countless people, fully aware of 
the ground realities, agree witfi the 
tell-tale comment by one of the 
country's capable and experienced 
commentators: "The manner in 
which these elections have been 
managed with much l«s of disorder 
and violence than was apprehended, 
goes undoubtedly to the credit of the 
Election Commission, particularly to 
the controversial C.E.C. It is extraor¬ 
dinary that Mr T.N. Seshan has an¬ 
noyed practically all political parties 
some time or other, and yet one has to 
concede that without his exerting the 


authority of his office, it is doubtful if 
the electiems could have been con¬ 
ducted at all". He fulfilled his com¬ 
mitment to hold a free and fmr poll 
whatever tiie odds. 

Notable achievements: Quite a 
few solid achievements stand to his 
credit: 

(o) The Election Code was en¬ 
forced as strictly as he could, lie put 
the fear of the election laws into the 
minds of politicians and others. He 
emerged as a keeper and guardian of 
the electorate's morality. 

(fc) Central Ministers, Governors 
and others holding positions of 
power, refrained .from making tall 
promises on the eve of the elections 
(such as construction of development 
projects, buildings, roads, and canals, 
higher salaries and allowances, etc.). 
Such promises on past occasions 
amounted to misuse of power since 
they were pre-poll allurements and 
temptations to the voters. 

(c) He promptly intervened in the 
Satna (Madhya Pradesh) complaints 
of official pressure by the Himachal 
Pradesh Governor, Mr Gulsher 
Ahmed, who was said to have tiied 
to promote the election prospects of 
his son. The postponement of the 
election following ^e complaints led 
to the Governor's resignation. 

((/) Mr Seshan's warning to State 
governments against succumbing to 
the pressure tactics of Central Mini¬ 
sters attempting to further the inter¬ 
ests cS party candidates and exerting 
unfair influence on the district ad¬ 
ministration was timely. Such pres¬ 
sures had become common in past 
years. This time the misuse of official 
machineiy fc^ political purposes was 
certainly less. 

(e) He acted promptly on com¬ 



plaints of irregularities, and showed 
that he would not be carried away by 
unconfirmed reports (in the case of 
the U.P. Governor, Mr Motilal Vohra) | 
he declined to intervene. The "no- ! 
nonsense Commission" not only told 
the State governments that it was ' 
keeping a watch cm all such events, it 
also assured the officials titat it would 
protect their interests if they stood 
against any pressure from Ministers 
and others. 

(/) In the past several institutions 
and injunctions of democraicy were . 
either exploited or misused. The elec¬ 
tion laws bar communal propagan¬ 
da. If the laws are inadequate, l^ey 
can be strengthened or amended. Mr 
Seshan was able in certain ways to 
check caste and communal 
propaganda. There were hardly any 
cases of defiance of his directions. 

Moreover, the election expendi¬ 
ture this time was not very heavy. 
Money and muscle were not much in 
evidence, though at some distant 
places tiiey did play a part. Some of 
the credit for this goes to Mr Seshan. 

Supreme Court Backs Seshan: 
On November 15,1993, tiie Supreme 
Court upheld the supremacy of the 
Chief Election Commissioner over 
the two newly appointed Election 
Commissioners and ruled that the 
CEC alone would issue directions 
and be in complete and overall con¬ 
trol of the functioning of the Comr 
mission. 

Bringing to an end the squab¬ 
bling between the Election Commis¬ 
sioners on the one hand and Mr 
Seshan on die othn since the Centre 
promulgated the Ordinance enlarg¬ 
ing the strength of the Conunissiem 
on October 1, the court directed that 
the two Commissioners, Mr M.S. Gill 
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and Mr G.V.G. Krishnamurthy, 
would not issue any direction on 
tiieir own residing the conduct of 

elections. 

( , 

? In its interim order passed on Mr 
khan's v\nrit petition, the court is- 
sued notices to the Union of India 
and the two Election Commissioner.' 
The Court said the order had been 
passed to ensure "smooth function¬ 
ing of the Commission and to avoid 
confusion" on whether the CEC's 
word would prevail over ttie two 
Commissioners. 

The Court admitted for hearing 
the three writ petitions filed by Mr 
Seshan, Mr Cho S. Ramaswamy, 
editor of Tamil weekly "Tughlak", 
and Mr B.K. Rana, a functionary’ of 
the National Democratic People's 
Front. All the petitioners had chal¬ 
lenged the constitutionality of the 
October 1. Ordinance on several 
grounds the prime one being that it 
infringed upon the independent 
functioning of the Comrois.sion. The 
petitioners submitted that Article 
10(3) of the Ordinance making Com¬ 
mission a multi-member body and 
stipulating decisions by consensus 
was ultra vires the Constitution. The 
court ordered that the CEC may as¬ 
certain die views of the two Commis¬ 
sioners but their views would not be 
binding on him. 

The judges also granted Mr 
Seshan's prayer seeking a direction 
to the Centre to produce all docu¬ 
ments relating to the appointment 
of the two ECs. His contention was 
ttiat they had been appointed for 
"collateral and extraneous" pur¬ 
poses and that work in the Commis¬ 
sion did not warrant their 
appointment. 

Not satisfied with the Supreme 
Court's verdict upholding his claim 
for the supreme position in die Elec¬ 
tion Commission, Mr T.N. Seshan 
stated on November 28 that he was 
determined to carry on his fight to the 
finish. He would not quit office be¬ 
cause two more Election Commis¬ 
sioners had been appointed. He 
claimed that he had shaken the com¬ 
placency and the totality of the sys¬ 
tem by bringing into sharp focus the 
wrongs done after the election 


process had begun in the five States 
and Delhi. Referring to dw transfers, 
appointments and use of official 
machinery by Governors and Central 
Ministers, Mr Seshan conceded that 
these were not "new wrongs" but 
earlier Election Commissioners 
believed in the "good behaviour" of 
others. 

"I have firmly and gently said 
nobody is above the law", Mr ^shan 
said. He had no complaints against 
anyone; however, eternal vigilance 
on die part of the Election Commis¬ 
sion was an absolute necessity. 
"People have to be reminded that 
there is a Lakshman Rekha; all those 
who believe that everything goes 
have to be cautioned. There must be 
vigilance against the civil servants, 
the Govemrnent and the political 
strujfcture." 

New Bill on Poll Commission: 
The Union Government on Decem¬ 
ber 6 introduced in the Lok Sabha a 
controversial Bill equating the Chief 
Election Commissioner with the 
other Election Commissioners 
amidst stiff opposition from Janata 
Dal and BJF members and an un¬ 
usual division at the introduction 
stage. Mr George Fernandes O-D-) 
and the other Janata Dai members 
also voted "no" for the Bill along 
with those belonging to BJP. The left 
parties voted for die measure. 

The opposition to the measure on 
the ground of competence of the 
House was lost in the division with 
43 voting against and 70 supporting 
the bill. The Janata Dal had earlier 
given notice of an impeachment mo¬ 
tion against the Chief Election Com¬ 
missioner. 

The Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of die Bill said the President, 
in the exercise of his powers under 
Article 324 of the Constitution, ap¬ 
pointed two Election Commis¬ 
sioners. To provide for better 
transaction of business in the multi¬ 
member Election Commission, as 
also to bring on par the conditions of 
service of Election Commissioners 
with that of the Chief Election Com¬ 
missioner in matters relating to 
salary, term of office, pension and 


other conditions of service, die Presi¬ 
dent promulgated the Chief Election 
Commissioner and Other Election 
Commissioners (Conditions of Ser¬ 
vice) Am«idment Ordinance on Oc¬ 
tober 1, 19193 . The new appointments 
of two Election Commissioners will 
involve recurring expenditure of Rs 
26 lakh a year and additional ncm- 
recurring expenditure of Rs 11.70 
lakh. 


On December 15, the Supreme 
Court confirmed its November 15 
order putting the Chief Election 
Commissioner in overall control of 
the Commission's work vis-a-vis the 
two newly appointed Election Com¬ 
missioners until further orders but 
referred the CEC's challenge to the 
Presidential Ordinance to a constitu¬ 
tion bench. The court ^ ve the verdict 
because "it did not want any chaos in 
the functioning of the Commi.ssion". 

Expenditure and audit: Yet 
another arena in which the Chief 
Election Commissioner has decided 
to eliminate the prevalent malprac¬ 
tices and facilitate ffie creation of a 
cleaner electoral atmosphere is that of 
excess election expenditure. The 
candidates' expenditure on election 
campaigns almost always exceeds 
the prescribed limits and the returns 
filed by them arc, with rare excep¬ 
tions, patently false. In fact, the filing 
of such false statements of election 
expenditure has been a scandal— 
legislators starting their career with 
false statements of accounts. With a 
view to verifying the figures and cor¬ 
recting this flaw, the Chief Election 
Commissioner intends to conduct an 
enquiry after a random survey. Those 
found guilty, he said, would face ac¬ 
tion. If duly implemented, this plan 
would introduce a long overdue and 
•eminently described electoral reform. 


In pursuance of his all-out drive 
to ensure a cleaner election scene, Mr 
Sieshan also disclosed on December 
17 his intention to persuade the 
political parties to subject their ac¬ 
counts to audit. He suggested that 
Parliament should give adequate 
powers to die Election Commission 
to enforce detailed audit of election 
expenses "to make elections bet¬ 
ter." 


I 

i 
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Children's Collie & Career Fund of UTI helps make it a reality. 


Convocation Day. A lifetime fulfilment for you and 
youi' child. Now made a little easier with the 
Children's College & Career Fund, of UTI. 
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start building his future. It will pave his way through 
college or give iiim a start in his career. The Fund’s 
graded withdrawal facility can help meet those 
tuition and other fet^s as and when needed. The 
more you invest year after year, the more rewarding 
will be his future. The Fund keeps growing because 
im invests your money in such a way as to. keep 
growing with your child. 



UNIT TRUST OF INDIA 

For your better tomorrrow. 


All .wcurities investments carry market risk. 

Con.sult your investment advisor or agent before investing. 


HIGHLIGHTS _ 

• An open ended scheme. • Scheme for children 
up to 15 years. Withdravral from 18 to 23 years in a 
graded pattern. • Each unit of Rs. 10. minimum 
investment of Rs. 2000, and in multiplea of Rs. 500 
thereafter, for your children up to the age 15. 

• Growth of the fund will be credited to investors’ 
accounts periodically in the form of bonus units. 

• Partial withdrawal allowed twice every year - 
50% at 18 years’ age, with an additional 10% every 
year up to age 23 years. • Provision to nominate 
alternate child. 
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Stunning Blow to Yelt^ 


President Boris Yeltsin, who loas 
confident of victory in the December 12 
electioTts, suffered what has been 
described by many (dfservers as a "stun¬ 
ning bkmr, even though 58 per cent 
voters approved his November 10 con¬ 
stitution which confers wide powers on 
him. The Russians exercised their 
franchise against the backdrop of the 
thr&it and warning by Prime Minister 
Victor Chernomyrdin that tlu alternative 
to the Constitution would be President's 
rule, that is, arbitrary exercise of 
authority in the style tf a dictator. In 
effect it would mean power loithout ac¬ 
countability and a possible prelude to 
chaos and disintegration. 

T he Russians have indicated, 
through a mixed, dubious ver¬ 
dict, their disillusionment and disap¬ 
pointment with Mr Yeltsin's rule, 
especially his economic reforms 
programme. They are now a con- 
nised, impoverished and frustrated 
nation. There are indications that the 
Presidential elections, scheduled to 
be held seventeen months from now, 
might not go the way Mr Yeltsin 
wants. The held is no longer clear for 
him. He now has a strong, arrogant 
and confident rival, Mr Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, leader of the extreme 
right-wing liberal Democratic Party, 
which scored notable success in the 
elections—80 seats in the 450-mem¬ 
ber house. It is also feared that the 
Liberal Democratic Party, the Com¬ 
munist Party and other anti¬ 
democratic groups might dominate 
the Duma (the legislature). Efforts are 
already in progress for an alliance 
since no party has secured an ab¬ 
solute majority in parliament. 

Russia has a complicated system 
tmder which half of parliament's 450 
seats are chosen directly while the 
rest are allotted proportionately to 
the political parties according to their 
sham of the votes. Three days after 
the poll, it was feared that hardliners 
might swamp parliament. Most of 


the 225 seats ^If of ttie total mem¬ 
bership) were wcm by Independents, 
many of whom were likely to back 
the hard-line groups. All the parties 
were' naturally wooing the Inde¬ 
pendents for support. The Com¬ 
munist Party and the Agrarian Party 
have wcm about 120 seats, while the 
pro-Yeltsin "Russia's Choice" has 
about 100. 

The referendum created a 
curious situation—a "historic 
victory" for Mr Boris Yeltsin through 
approval of his Constitution 
proclaiming "a new dawn of 
demcxrracy", and also a distinct set¬ 
back for the all-powerful President 
through an adverse vote in die par¬ 
liamentary Sections. According to of¬ 
ficial figures, the turnout was 54.8 per 
cent, implying that die Constitution 
was legally valid under the electoral 
rules by which half of the electorate 
had to take part. The Russian elec¬ 
torate thus gave a mixed verdict. The 
implication is that Mr Yeltsin, though 
armed with wide powers as he 
desired, may have to face a hostile 
parliament the composition of which 
is no better than the one he d issoived. 

A recurring conflict between the 
Executive head and the legislature 
will consequently become a familiar 
occurrence in Moscow. To that extent, 
Mr Yeltsin's hopes have been shat¬ 
tered, especially because com¬ 
munism and reactionary elements, 
whom he sought so consistently to 
eliminate, have raised their heads 
again. 

Communism gels a new lease of 
life. The Russian Communist Party, 
the largest and most influential of 
more than a score of communist par¬ 
ties founded after the Soviet collapse, 
made an impressive show. 

The top vote getters in the elec¬ 
tion were: Liberal Democratic Party 
(an ultra-nationalist, openly racist 
group, led by Mr Vladimir 


2%irinovsky); Rumia's Choipe, a pro- 
Yeltsin bloc dtat favours fast-paced 
reforms, which includes many high- 
ranking monbers of the Government 
(such as the First Deputy Prime Min¬ 
ister and Foreign Minister); Russian 
Communist Party, 10.78 per cent. 
Agrarian Party of Russia (which 
favours maintaining Russia's huge 
State farms and propping up State- 
run industries) representing the farm 
lobby) 8.82 per cent. Women of Russia 
(it opposes the economic shock 
therapy, and seeks b^ter government 
benefits for single parent and poor 
families, led by a former Soviet Com¬ 
munist Part}' official), 8.67 per cent. 
The remaining votes were divided 
among eight other parties. 

Promises and Inducements: 
Fully realising that the December 
polls were criKial for his and Russia's 
future, Mr Boris Yeltsin did eveiy- 
thing he could to tempt his 
countrymen to vote for him and ac¬ 
cept the constitution he had drawn 
up. His tactics included alluring 
promises, several inducements and 
even threats of serious consequences, 
if his proposals were not approved. 

Among the promises were dou¬ 
bling of salaries of all citizens. Dou¬ 
bling of the minimum wage was 
particularly aimed at the undecided 
voter in the rural regions which had 
so far been neglected by the 
predominantly urban opinion polls 
and which account for about 38 per 
cent of the electorate and could sig- 
nificantiy affect the outcome. 

In November, 1993, President 
Yeltsin had increased the salaries of 
army personnel. This gesture, it was 
expected, would serve as an impetud 
to them to come out in large numbers 
to exercise their franchise. According 
to a senior army officer, the turnout of 
voters would be ttie highest among 
the military forces. Observers were of 
the view that the President's gesture 
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to army personnel was prompted 
partly by ti\e support the army and 
security ministry officials had giv«t 
him to help cru^ the Octd^er revolt 
against the Parliament (since dis* 
anissed by the President). 

Despite the increase in wages, the 
miners in the northern r^on con> 
tinned their strike against the 
Government, demanding better 
working conditions and full arrears 
of salary. The Deputy Prime Minister 
met the miners and promised that all 
their demands would be conceded. 
Even so, the miners were disap¬ 
pointed by the President's policies. 

The President also promised tax 
breaks, protecticm from foreign com¬ 
petition and exemption of military 
personnel from income taxes. He 
proposed to levy higher taxes on im¬ 
ported food which were expected to 
delight the embattled food industry. 

These "goodies" were reminis¬ 
cent of the gestures made on ffie eve 
of the April, 1993, referendum on Mr 
Yeltein's rule and economic reforms. 
He had improved the benefits for stu¬ 
dents, State employees, the disabled 
people and pensioners. 

On the day of the election, Mr 
Yeltsin signed a series of measures 
aimed at softening the impact of 
economic reforms on the people. The 
measures included retrc^pective in¬ 
crease in pensions and subsidies for 
children below 18 months of age. 

But the tragic aspect of the situa¬ 
tion was the widespread impre.ssion, 
confirmed by the Prime Minister that 
the reforms had reduced the standard 
of living of a majority of the Russians. 
Over one-third of the people are still 
below the poverty line and nearly the 
same number are on the brink of 
poverty. The main opposition to Mr 
Yeltsin came from these sections. The 
administration feared, and rightly, 
that their dissatisfaction and sorry 
plight would be exploited by the op¬ 
position groups during flie polls. The 
fear proved true. 

Early in December, 1993, Mr G. 
Burbulis, a close adviser to Mr 
Yeltsin, in a totally unexpected but, as 
later events proved, a justified ac¬ 
tion, strongly criticised the President 


and dropped a "political bombshell". 
He was highly critical of Mr Yeltsin's 
style of functioning and his 
manipulatiim of situations which led 
him to single-handedly and arbitrari¬ 
ly rule the nation. He contended that 
Mr Yeltein had failed to create a stable 
party structure for the country. The 
result, he correctly forecast, would be 
a "new parliament where the Presi¬ 
dent will have more trouble than 
with the old one". 

Defective Constitution: The 
draft of the Constitution, which has 
been approved by about 58.4 per 
cent, is not a wholly satisfactory or 
well-balanced document. It is basi¬ 
cally authoritarian in nature; it gives 
the central government and Presi¬ 
dent excessive powers to overrule 
parliament and to dissolve it if it acts 
continually in a manner that does not 
accord with the letter and spirit of the 
basic framework. The judge would of 
course be the President. It aims at 
ending the power struggle between 
Parliamentand the Kremlin. Worse, it 
eliminates the sovereignty which the 
national autonomous republic ac¬ 
quired in 1990-91 as a result of Mr 
Yeltsin's policies (these policies were 
admittedly a useful weapon in his 
struggle against die then President, 
Mr Gorbachov). 

The critics of the constitution 
have also pointed out that the draft 
includes some of the most disliked 
features of the Stalinist system, such 
as suppression of autonomy for the 
16 per cent ethnic minorities. Besides, 
it ^ves overwhelming control to the 
central authorities over the smaller 
regions, especially those rich in 
resources (die Urals, eastern Siberia 
and north Caucasus) which would be 
subordinate to Moscow and pay 
"tribute" to it. 

It seems that the voters, at any 
rate a large section of them, fully 
realised that the draft constitution 
was lopsided and weighted in favour 
of the Executive. But they voted for it 
for fear of the alternative—confusion 
and drastic steps by Mr Yeltsin. In 
any case, the vote for the Constitution 
was a qualified one. 

Verdict alarms West: The Rus¬ 


sian election results have alarmed 
several countries ctf the lA^t because 
of the implications. The BiiHsh 
Foreira Secretary, Mr Douglas Hurd, 
said the extreme right wire's sucom 
was "aluming", but he alM felt that 
Mr Yeltsin's victory should not be un- 
derestimated. The German Foreign 
Secretary was surprised by the 
results; according to him, it showed 
diat people were exploiting both so> 
dal protest and die identity crisis in 
Russia after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. The Norwegian Foreign Min¬ 
ister warned diat me results were a 
"sign of danger"; for many in 
Europe, including die Swedidh Prime 
Minister, the results were frighteq- 
ing. 

However, Mr Bill ClintcHi, die US 
President, was not particularly 
surprised. He did not anticipate any 
change in U.S. policy as a sequel. In¬ 
terestingly, Mr Mikhail Gomachov 
said the verdict was "a grave 
development" for the countiv's 
reforms programme.... it showed dis¬ 
content with the government forces 
and the process of reform. "An ex- 
tiemely grave event has occurred.... 
Mr Yeltsin has suffered a setback", he 
said. 

Conclusion: Mr Yeltsin has not 
scored the victory he envisaged. The 
electorate's verdict is a dubious one, 
(it is described "alarming" in die 
West) diough die threat of a nation 
of the Constitution by an increasingly 
hostile opposition has not 
materialised. A strong and ambitious 
rival has emerged on die scene in tiiie 
shape of Mr Zhirinovsky. Besides, 
.communism is still on the scene. 

Mr Yeltsin's reform package has 
not made the desired impact and 
there is considerable disapirointment 
over the package. The Prime Minister 
admitted that the people had voted 
against the difficulties and mistakes 
of the reforms. The pro-reform 
groups have been rebufied. There has 
been a substantial fall in industrial 
production. Therefore, IMF-ordered 
"shock methods must be predud^ 
in die future". The Government's 
economic reforms programme will 
have to be slowed down. 
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Travails of Indian Agriculture 


In India agriculture is much more 
than just an occupation. It is the natural 
predion that the vast nmjority of 
Indian population. Traditionally 
dacribed as tite most hormirdble occupa¬ 
tion, agriculture and its allied actors like 
horticulture, animal husbandry, 
fisheries, etc are a tom of life m rural 
India. Performance of Indian economy 
also larmly depends upon the wrfor- 
mance q agriculture. Even the ailture of 
India revolves around agriculture, as 
most of the traditional fairs, festivals, etc 
are centred around it. In other words, 
agriculture is the life-line of Indian 
economy. 

CCOUNTING for about 1/3 of 
the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), agriculture and the allied sub¬ 
sectors arc the largest contributors to 
the GDP. Yet, this sector is not getting 
die required attention of the policy 
makers. Elite and urbanite 
bureaucrats, responsible for policy 
making, treat agriculture just lila' any 
other sector of the economy. Over the 
years they have failed to appreciate 
its tremendous economic, social, cul¬ 
tural and psychological contribution 
to the Indian sub-continent. As a 
result, the outlays Tor agriculture 
have been dwindling, notwithstand¬ 
ing the stupendous socio-economic 
as well as political importance it en- 
joys. 

Alanning Neglect 

EGLECT of agriculture in India 
began with the advent of the 
Britishers. Englishmen exploited In¬ 
dian agricultun* by making it subser¬ 
vient to their broad objective of 
promoting industries back home in 
England. Contrary to the expecta¬ 
tions, the neglect continued even 
after the independence, as the 
country decided to go in for heavy 
industrialisation in a big way. It was 
only after the country had to import 
foodgrains in huge quantities, during 
sixties, that the importance of 
promoting agricultural sector was 


realised. Green Revolution, which 
heralded a new era of agriculture in 
India, was a direct result of such 
realisation. Land reforms, use of 
High Yielding Variety (HYV) seeds, 
expansion of irrigation facilities, use 
of chemical fertilizer, etc were some 
of the areas which were taken care of 
by the Green Revolution. 

Green Revolution had its own 
shortcomings. Its spread was uneven 
and lopsided. The spread was mainly 
confined to. North-Western and 
Southern regions. Eastern region 
remained untouched. Moreover, 
availability of irrigation facilities was 
a pre-requisite for the use of HYV 
seeds and chemical fertilizers In ad¬ 
dition it was confined to the paxiiic- 
tiwi of only a few crops 

Even the new economic policy 
initiated the prcKcss of reforms in al¬ 
most all .sectors except the agncultuie 
sector If the present trend ctwitinues, 
it appears that the following decades 
will put undue pressure on agricul¬ 
ture, which this sector may not be 
able to withstand. As per the projec¬ 
tions made in the Eighth Five Year 
Plan, the requirement of foodgrains 
will be 208 million tonnes in 1997, 
which will increase to staggering 24'> 
million tonnes by the turn of the cen¬ 
tury. Although the likely figures of 
foodgrain production have been 
proiected a bit higher than the ex¬ 
pected demand, considering the con¬ 
tinuing population growth and the 
erratic annual growth rate of agric ul- 
ture, it seems highly unlikely that the 
projections of production will be 
matched by actual production in 
these years. 

Limited Success 

ESPITE several odds and utter 
official neglect, Indian agricul¬ 
ture has several landmark achieve¬ 
ments to its credit. From a miserable 
level of fcx3dgrain prcKiuctlon of 50.8 
million tonnes during 1950-51, the 


total foodgrain production rose to 
176.v39 million tormes in 199(W1 and 
to 178.5 million tonnes in 1992-9.3. Yet 
it may tall short of the ambitious tar¬ 
get 188 million tonnes during the 
year 199.3-94. 

Another area which has 
revolutionised the agriculture scene 
after independence is the land- 
reforms. Without a strong backing of 
the land-reforms, Green Revolution 
would not have been possible to 
achieve The foundation of the con¬ 
cept of equitable distribution of land 
was laid by the Ehoodan Andolan of 
Aeluirya Vinoba Bhave. Taking cue 
from Vinoba's novel idea. Govern¬ 
ment introduced land ceiling acts 
and attempted (he distributior of 
surplus land to the landles.s pc»ople 
Tendency Acts, passetl by all the Slate 
tiovernments, provided the 
proprietary lights to the tilleis of the 
land, thereby abolishing the mid¬ 
dlemen from the agricultural scene. 
These steps resulted in reducing the 
a\eiage si/e of the land holdings to 
the more economic levels It is well 
established tact that the productivity 
in agncultuie !.■» conversidy related to 
the si/e of la nil-holdings 1 lence the 
smaller holdings helped in increasing 
the pc*i-hectare productivity of the 
land holdings Although, land 
reform.^ are yet to be concluded in 
several States, the success achieved 
in this field is more than satisfac¬ 
tory' 

The above memtioned factors 
helj.>ed the agricultural sciior in India 
to maintain a reasonably good 
growth rates, despite the utter 
neglect at the hands of policy makers. 
As a result, the annual average level 
of production of the food grains, 
which was 138 million toraies during 
the Sixth Plan period, rose to 155 irdP 
lion tciiines during the Seventh Five 
Year Plan. This average is likely to be 
well above 175 million tonnes during 
the Eighth Five Year Plan period. 
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• Improvs your mmnory & con c ent ra tion • Avoid mistakes 

• Read faster • Get moie marks • Wlli*po¥ver • Confidence 


My narrate Ra)Bapn«. I want to toll you aoma 


oewaa'Ra| Bapitote Mind Powar Shaiy 1 
for your aueoana. Juatraadingthteintannaiionwitt 
halp you to aludy batter. 

Vogte hawa aMpiya known n and aetentiata hava 
aho dteoovarad now—that aacH paraon’a mind te 
raady varypowarhil. That moat paepteuaa only 10% 
Mthalf wtidpoa M r. Thatt^OO%ofMrrUndpowar 
ramaina iMdan and unuaaa. 

Surprising But Drus 

.'a or 

that. 

thoy do not toach you how to uae 
your mind powor and now to atuoy Ibr aucoa». 

My provan, raauR'Ortented courm will helpyputo 
uaa mora Mind Powar ao thto you can bo sura of 
aueoaia In your aubjacte and your compatitxina. 

But... Not for Evsiyono 

1 want to make k daar dial rrw coiiraa ia net tor 
avoryora. My couraa te not tor dioaa paraona wmo 
wanttogafauecaasbyimgte. Ktealaonottorthosa 
paraona who vwinl to patsucraas wtthout atudying 
aincaraly. 

My couraa la only tar that paraon who is amoMous 
and who atudiae avarega or mora and who aartouaty 
wants to par auccass. My couraa can halp you to 
diaeover toe hiddan taian t a and natural afanWaa ot yo ur 
mind such as raadlnfl Tiialar and remambarlng more In 
laullma. And as a raautt you will study banar than 
90% of Btudanta and ba mans sura of success. 

Lsam to Road Pastor 
to Revisa Mors In Loss Time 

Evaryona can learn to read and understand 300. or 
SOO or mora words par minute. But, many of us read 
only about 100 words per mnuto 

My awy 'Finger Teehniqua* will prove to you in 30 
mlmifoa that you con double your reading speed. 

The boot use of reading faster la not to team new 
thlnga for the first time, but to levlsa again and again 
qul«ly ao that you can ramombar mote St lass time, 
to understand why, plaaaa continue to read bel ow. 


PROOF of Reader’s Sueesss 

*1 am very happy to Inform you that my son Bavi Anond 
increased hi* readins ape^ from 228 to surprisingly 
high 1816 iworifrt per miniJl* Thank you lor your 
course. -or M l frngn, AMBS MS fys Surgeon Bihar 

• Very useful lor my 8 Sc end ICWA examinatrons 
Wkhin a single day, • increased my reading speed from 
275 lo 4SS tvotds per minutes 

SJoyaprorm/.. ICWA truaenl Mooai lone Naou 

• Unbaliavebly. I Improved my reading speed from 75 to 

200 words |Mr minute My son (tn dess 4) improved 
Ms memory. He also fenprovad hie tMuSing sfwed from 
45to100. amiMBhofnogai PhD larnwiy/nUSA 

■kb lucid, simpla, powarhil. 

frror/jbogrorn OapuryOnefar Birsprant 

• in one hour my reading spasd kneraeaed from 234 lo 
514 words per minulee. And iq 934 In 10 dm. 

<J Snoicya N0pai AMt bvc A anaanr. M<x/roi 

•Excellent... changed my Hie slyb Increased my speed 
from 86 to 303 words per mlnules in 5 days. Strength¬ 
ened my dream of success. OrPa’haimntanao. onsta 


iTMmIng 

t you oan team and ramambarto tha bast 


CanYouAnswsr 
Thsss Qusstions? 

• Fbr batter memory, should you study aaity in toa 
morning or teto In lha night? 

• For baiter memory, thouM you read fast or Sow? 

• Should you aludy oonOnuoiMly or taka real? 

• Will sxarrknara pva you more marka If you write 
more and fW mow pagsa? • Which vkamlna can 
halp your brain to funelion batter and knprava 
your la? • For how many hoim must you ateapT 

ly doas aatlg|batoraanaxam raduoa your IQ? 


Forseimi 


a, pteaaawacflhfcpggaiUiy. 


If You Ars Talcing CoacMng or Tuition... 

Qood. I advise my studanti to taka coaching or 
tufton because it can halp them to gal auccaaa. 

Myooursalaliksihafoundalianwrabuldlng. And 
coaching ia kka the design for the building. 

Just as a strong toundstton wtU help you to build a 
good building, my couraa will hallpyoutomakelha 
beet used! your coaching end your fmdiaork. 
Toppar’a Uniqua Couraa 

My unique course oomblnaa sooo year oM Indian 
techriiquBB with tha tetast sctenVflc discovartes In brain 
raaaarch, nutrition, psychology, and rmwlc In Amartca 
and ochor countries. So my course Is very pomerlUl — 
using It tor just one weak wlk p r ove this to you. 


What Edltora / JoumaRata Say ... 

•'Simple, eflsetive, praelloalladiniqusstoimprovaavsr. 
alt inlelligencs and mind power. Evan avsra^ student 
can easiv understand.' -nTmelinOia 

• ‘SctentMcaky developed to help students and roodors 
to Ineraase their mind power. Theteehniqueeareex- 
pteinad in simpis and easy to undaretand tenguaga. 
RecommeniM tor students and general taedws. Thb 
course b worth reading and proctasing.' 

MonopemenI Accounfoni (tCUAS JournoQ 


How to Raviaa for Better Memory 

The bran has two memory stores, short-term and 
long-tatm. Whatever we revise agant and again goes 
into long-term mamory. 

Raaaarch shows that without rovlsion, in 24 hours 
wotorgMfl2%. So.waramambaronly 18% 

As lima paasas without ravisinn, we rsmambar lass 
ondtess. Altar OM month we ramamber about 5%. 
Most people attend ctessas or make notes, but they do 
not rovna enough, so their hard work is wasted. 

My course wm teach you die powerful techniques 
*Syttomatlc Revision' and ‘DaHy Roulina' ao that you 
can ravtae and ramamber mors In less bma. 

How to lUka Raet for Batter Memory 

Setend^ have proved that wa ramombar better In 
the baginniag whan SM start studying. Aawacontinua 
atuWIng.wa ramamber loss. Surprisingly, we ateo 
ramambar maw near iha and of a study period. 

TNs raaaarch lalte ua that ws ehould not study 
oonttououalytM'tongtlma. But. for batter mamory, we 
should take braak/Wst. kte couraa wM teach you my 
teehniqua 'Brook Roukm'to gaf die maximum benefit 
from the btaMikaat. Thte teehniqua rabusa you. 
changae your brain wovaa, and puls you In a ' 
steter so mat you oan team ' 
of your abHktea and tatants. 


13 Powerful Chaptara 

1. Laom taro mind power ahidy teehnlquaa In ana 
hour and quIcMy Imprava your anite sllteteney • 
Fkigsr Tschtllque to improv* your raoding spaed qukMy 
ptool that you are cimabb ot achtevkig much mora than 
what others hove told you • Dsky RouSns'. your guide to 
super success 

2. Exam oaersli tor gatUng mots marks • Oo not 
sal just betors an exam • How axamlnara eonaci attswsr 
papers, end how to use thb knowbdga to gar more marks 
• Megs-vkamins can increase your Imetygenceiiumiig 
axam days • For thaaa 2 typaa ol quaationa, you can 
even fool tha oxaminer and gat more marka • 4 more 
topics 

3. Rasd faster • Undorstandlng and taking ears ol 
your aye* • Experbnee your maid poarar aa~a magnet • 
Expending your peripheral yMon • 2 more topics 

4. How M bnprova mur mamory In a eurprteingly 
saay any • Systamolic Rovlaton and Daily RouHno' Tha 
eaalM and moat powerful memory tachniquea * 4 more 

6. Mtontew wehnlquos tor ee W -eenllitence and 
aueeaas • Intatvbwa. group drocuaolont, and public 
opoeking • How to davokn oonlideiaia for inlaiviawc 

e. Some teehnlquaa for improving mamory, eon- 
eanbatlen, and teteHlgefiea • Take theee vkamlns to sn- 
pmvethe functioning of your brain and your body * How 
to abep wen • Alpha Breathing for retaxallon • Madkalien: 
an ancient taehivqua tor more brain power • Uae Bopne's 
Optical-llluaion teehniqua"' for connentration • Increase 
your InteHlgenee by Inwge Streaming • 5 more topics 

7. Hew to use lima bi Ihs etassroom tor sueceea • 
How lo gal more marks fri praciicsl, brlafnal, or loborteory 
exams, without any exba work? • How to benafk from 
your claaamaloa'hard work • 6 mora topica 

8. Mind maps: a nawactemMc araylo taka 
mamembto netea • Kay ooncapta and key worifa; nohite 
of mamory • Mamory kaiy words and ersola/e key words • 
The best way to take notes > S more 


% Program yauneH for suec 


Program y< 

r te oeHete, hnaglnatlen, and tteiiro LfiguteUc 


'ntarmalaamln 


using ftM 
roLmgula 
.sidle * Anchor yourself 


ingsidie • 

aratehlng TV or ntns • Using music and 
Tolaxalion for mind programming • Changing beltefs and 
hobks by using NLP • 4 more toptas 

to. Adwncad mamory toetmlqiiaoto ranwinbar 
long aan u o nc o a , apallln^ and eompHeated Wnga • 
Tha numlwr-ahape tachnl^ • The aoeral* of mamory 
teehnlquaa • How to romomber apoNIngs • How to onrich 
your vDOobiiteiy • 2 mora toples 

tl. Ms|or mtetakes In oxanpdaya and how to ovoid 
HiMi * 3 

ia. Now raaod tu h In brain asleti c a ohoam that you 
are men eopabto Bwn you think • Supatteomlng •MM 
maohkMs and eomptdar medkallen' 

ta. >2 I mport a n t q u oa d ora * 


•BE,BIT»nanl. MUNh.irr 
Ittm. NTBEacfidter. Rpnk 8BqSehooi Bowd. 

• vitoMtemoiiaauiiat. IpubliahddSIMOtatlnUSA 

kKfudlngtttebddt i dM r ii g1 »o6K'T>tokiofW8-006 
Mnaterr. 191 paaoa. OAMB /M k e m M i . 

• btowMdd my nwdhB afpMfkom re to M fwt oi 
1037 woMto par mimiM. WMamombarafSootely 
far AaiataraM Laamtog 8 IbaeMng, USA. 

• My liat job as an angfriaar paM only Ra 1000 par 
MONTTH. Jual 7 ygaralator,lsamadSSOparhow 
(Ra 1 SOO par HOUR) in U 8 A as domputor aqpait 

• USA eempantoe paid tor ma upto $ 18 , 002 In ora 
monthfovorBaStefthalnaranianad. Atpaokof 
auoodos. ItafiUSAtoralumtolndtetoteaehnw - 
mind powar aludy tochnlquaa. Nowl spend my M 
kma to raaaarch Mind Power In todte. 

«I am export In comptitora, mind p ower, and ahxfy 
tochniquas. I am oo-frivantaref Bapm'a Mfrxf 
Maehlra 777 . 

• I alao laamt French, Sarwkrk, Karate, BwMdng 
wooden board by hand, many M adi ta llo wa , oto. 


I Lo«t ABIg Chanes. You Should Not 

I wanted to taka tha bast ootroapoiKtenaa oouraa tar 
HTanfranoa. Myparardsararareadytopaythafaaaef 
Rs 350. But I was not sura K tha course would taoiygfra 
tnesuoeees. FlnaHK after waking far 3 menlhs, I oidiiad 
ihmoeurae. The eoutaewsa vatygoadsni k helped am 
geirank1102. BulldIdnelgalarailaaiontoElsolranlet 
Engineering. ItaalaUgehaneebeoauael araanoltMtln 
my dedalan to aidar the eourae wid I waited for 3 nwfldte. 

You should not leae any Ugehattoe. Sand your eidlar 
fortMaoauraeaadiw. You wit faef good knowing dwt 
uahp rriy course era help you to gat batter adUQaUon, gdt 
banar |ob (oaraar), and earn mere money. 

Please does your eyes new and Muspseyto Gedla. 
give you tha abiWy and will-power to study alfteetsly and' 
effictenUy lo gel success. 

I wish you sursfy per success. 

Think About This 

Toppers are not 2 thnas more kitokigani than othet* 
And thay do not staxfy 2 tkno* iraxa than othor ttudonte. 

heKama,kbnot 
r only 24 hour* In each 


day. So, you can not study many more hour* than odiwq. 
Tha only sohdion teto team new poweitbfakaiyteitonl-' 
quo* arid bocome a quick toamar wKh a batter mamory. 

Thte oouraa is te 4 ports, ao that raaater's brother or 
steter rwn ateo banelH 01 the tobw tteie. 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

Just use my couraa tar 31 days. It youdo ndl gteady 
banedl (read taller, Improve memory ale.), simply rahan 

ifte. nandtngl. 


r, many 
And 


the course for your money back Peas paataga, handing). 
No quoaikm* aakad. Vbu probOMy raoteeM 31 dmn is 
more than amugh ten* to banstegraaty. Aohially, 
people baiMttt on (h* test day they got thb eouna. 
aknoot ok poopla bonstk arkivn 1 or 2 atoaka. 

Now Discount Foss Rs SS. 

Sivw RsSO. Postage Rs 15. 


English and Hindi Versions 
dte .Mfrsfen. total fsea 

806 .Engbsh.Ra SS-r-iSpostaae 

807 .Hmdi.RabS-rlSpoateo* 

TTiaeacoutaaa ar* navaraoW m anyahepa. 


Tlw tees b Rs 145 in InMfRaMO In USi^o teba- 
“ Ms c 


fpea i agalRagdPaaa. 

rm Iwe wiw*: tl) Sana 
as for VPP tens 120. 


dues thte couraa now. Ilw dtecountfaaa ter 
plate course la Rs 88 phisinm 

You eon ordermy course today 
loial teas Ratio OR (2) Total teas for VPP 
pay Rs 30 OS ateranea, and pay tamabiteg amoutd te 
postman whan you gaf thte ocunaby VPP. 

At part ek thb coutas, you wili gal a groan pootor of 
'Bopna's OpHcal-llkialon TsehniqiM'* for Conoanfralion', 
Thte poster was aisabad by 5000 yt 
Indte which lha yegb hot ‘ 
eoncenirallon. 


yoareWSrlYteifraraf 
hove bean using to Improvo lhab 


Kaap dlls vakiabl* poster fro* a* my gHl 
yeuiaiumlli* couraa far year manayaoclL Qikaad- 
vtantega ct thi* uniqu* after and prater teddy. 

So. go totha banker poof eMbq make your Money 
Order or Bank Drakeavabla to MM Powar R w aa r eb hi- 

j Sffl jf ^ Hifr i ?********^ 

DlractoiirSind Fo war n agqs reh hwthuta PvtUd 
M-8^A, MhMI Soofor Chambora, Soctor S 


Udatpur (Raiaalliaii) 313001 
For FASTEST^oBwifvto aiw ckv ot vOaaa I 
jpsMPosi, pteoi*a*MHsSOam*. StnlwV.yoi 
ywo w lar l is ten tySpaad Peal MonayOtdatgwai 

RsSkiaf*). Ptea ia ask* year lam oods, PIN, akSi_ 
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Ailments 

E VIDENTI.Y Indian agriculture 
iuffers from several ailments 
Eiist and foremost is its heavy de¬ 
pendence on rain. It is said that In¬ 
dian agriculture is a gamble against 
monsoons. This statement is no exag¬ 
geration. More than 60% of the total 
area in India is rainfed and the total 
agricultural production mainly 
depends on rain to this extent. Every 
year additional irrigation potential is 
created and at the end of 1991-92, out 
of the total created irrigation poten¬ 
tial of 81.2 million hectare, a total of 
73.1 million hectare was utilised. Rest 
of the potential ojuld not be utilised 
due to the lack of field channels, land 
levelling and shaping, etc. 

Another ailment is the craifine- 
ment of the Green Revolution to a 
particular geological region as well 
as to a few specific crops. The Green 
Revolution has remained restricted 
to the production of wheat and wheat 
producing regions. Moreover, crea¬ 
tion of irrigation potential has also 
remained restricted to North, North- 
West and parts of Deccan. Southern 
Peninsula, Central, Eastern and 
North-Eastern parts have, by and 
large, remained untouched by irriga¬ 
tion facilities. 

Although land reforms were fair¬ 
ly successful in abolishing the intei^ 
mediaries, except in the States like 
Bihar, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, 
Orissa and Rajasthan, the laws im¬ 
posing the ceilings on land holdings 
nave left much to be desired in their 
implementation. As a result, the 
average size of the land holdings has 
remained fairly large, which has 
restricted the overall productivity of 
the agricultural sector. This is also 
evident firom the fact that in 1980-81, 
the proportion of marginal and small 
farmers was 75.3 per cent of the total 
fanners, but the total land holdings 
with them were barely 28.1 per cent. 

Another factor which has had 
serious repercussions on the agricul¬ 
ture sector is the primitive nature of 
agricultural metnod.s, implements 
and tools used by majority of 
farmers. Mechanisation has taken 
place to a very limited extent Even in 
the areas wh^ the ground water is 


available In plenty, Bie poor farmers 
are not abte to harness it due to lack 
of resources and credit facilities. 
Widespread illiteracy, coupled with 
evils like high incidence of rural in¬ 
debtedness, absentee landlordism 
and utter lack of irrigation facilities, 
have adversely affected ttie agricul¬ 
ture in India. 

Remedies 

HE problems are diverse but not 
incurable. One most effective 
solution is to increase and improve 
the existing irrigation potential. It 
was expected that an additional 
potential to the tune of 2.7 million 
hectares was to be added during 
1992-93, in addition to the existing 
81.2 million. There has, however, 
been a big lag in utilisation of the 
created potcn^l. For example, at the 
end of 1991-92, utilisation of irriga¬ 
tion potential was 73.1 million hec¬ 
tare, leaving a gap of 8.1 million 
hectares. This gap marginally in¬ 
creased to 8.2 million hectares. Main 
reasons for this gap arc delays in con¬ 
struction of field channels, land 
levelling and the time taken by the 
fanners in switching over from llie 
dry land farming to the irrigated 
farming. The need, therefore, is to 
rapidly increase the created potential 
as weU as to reduce the gap between 
the created and utilised potential 

Another factew which can sub¬ 
stantially improve the prixiuchvity 
of agricultural sector is more use of 
chemical fertili/ers. This needs to be 
augmented substantially with the in¬ 
crease in area under irrigation It is a 
matter of grave concern that the use 
of chemical fertilizers is not increas¬ 
ing at the desired rate In 198E»-86,8.5 
million tonnes of fertilizers was con¬ 
sumed which slowly moved upto 
11.1 million toiuies during 1988-89 
and to 12 7 million tonnes during 
1992-93. In a huge country like ours, 
where 3/4th of the total population is 
dependent upon agriculture, the con¬ 
sumption of chemical fertilizers is 
very less. The recent decontrol of 
chemical fertilizers may also turn out 
to be counter-productive. 

There are several other areas 
which too ne(.>d immediate attention. 
Notwithstanding the tall claims of 
the banking .sector, regarding priority 



sector lending, it is a well known fad 
that agricultural credit needs to be 
directed towards really needy and 

E oorei farmers. This factor alone has 
ept the fantiing sector, by and large, 
deprived of using the modem tools 
and implements, thereby adversdy 
affecting the productivity. At the 
same time, a time-bound programme 
needs to!:«launched to fully enicHce 
the land reforms to enhance the 
productivity of agriculture consider¬ 
ably. Yet another area which needs 
immediate attention is the extension 
of the Green Revolution to the East¬ 
ern parts of the country, by creating 
irrigation potential and tapping the 
vast sources of ground water. 

The task before Bie agricultural 
.sector, therefore, is formidable. It is a 
pity that the sector that supports 
3/4Bi of the total population does not 
get adequate allocation of the 
planned funds, in the hi-tech age ol 
science and technology, our agricul¬ 
ture .still uses primitive methods and 
huge manpower. Lower produchvity 
of agriculture also results in lessei 
contribution by it to the national 
kitty. With the increased population, 
industrialisation and urbanisation, 
more and more cultivated land will 
be required for non-agricultural pur¬ 
poses and will put additional strain 
on agriculture in the years to come 
Emphasis, therefore, will have to be 
placed on augmenting the produc¬ 
tivity ot land rather than bringing 
more areas under cultivation. This ii 
only possible if the traditional and 
unproductive methods and tcxils ol 
production are replaced by modem 
methods, revised cropping pattern, 
increased mechanisation, enhanced 
use of HYV seeds, incmased ixse ol 
chemical fertilizers and huge invest¬ 
ments in creating additional imga- 
tion facilities. 

If the agricultural sector fails tc 
adopt the above methods, the dawr 
of next century may witness the 
decades old situatiem of food grain 
imports, which may upset the 
growth perspective of the country 
Time is, therefore, ripe for introduc¬ 
tion of a new agricultural policy. li 
has already been delayed consider 
ably Proper implementation of e 
pragmatic a^icuitural policy onl> 
can save the Indian agriculture fronr 
impending ruin. 
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COVER FEATURE 


Focus on Minorities: 
VHai Roie 


Like the Soviet Union, India tm 
numerous minorities — religious, ethnic, 
political, educational and linguistic. The 
Constitution provides adequate 
safeguards for the protection and promo¬ 
tion of their interests. Several program¬ 
mes have ban drawn up with the aim of 
redressing their grievances in various 
arenas, but many of these plans remain 
on files of the faulty implementing 
machinery. 

With the passage of years and certain 
devehpmenls, such as the recent elcc- 
tbns to some State Assemblies, for which 
there was a wholly welcome alliance of 
certain farces in sensitive regions, the 
minorities are gradually coming into 
their own. They /ww established tlwir 
strength and registered notable achieve¬ 
ments in the political arena. It is now 
clear that by pooling their resources and 
avoiding shilling of their votes, they can 
make a significant impact and push back 
the parties which have over the years 
blocked or hindered tlwir advancement. 

This Special Feature presents a 
graphic portrayal of the state of 
minorities in this country, their emer¬ 
gence as a farce to be reckoned with and 
outlines the future trends. 

For the first time a new ruling class, 
mostly comprising the Scheduled Castes, 
the Dalits and other backward classes 
and supported by the country’s most im¬ 
portant minority—the Muslims—has 
emerged on lop of the political scene. In 
the recent elections this combine virtual¬ 
ly dislodged the high-caste elite which 
had monopolised the positions of power 
in certain areas fin several decades. 

The new alliance in U.P., far ex¬ 
ample, did not play the religious card 
and, instead, focussed public attention on 
economic and political backwardness 
which hed done indescribable damage la 
the country. If the Muslims had not voted 


for the new Samajwadi-Bahuguna Samaj 
alliance, the shape of things in U.P. might 
have been different. The Muslim 
minority proved decisive at a crucial 
time. 

The elections have clearly shown 
that the. Congmss las lost its traditional 
vote banks with the alienation from it of 
the ScheduM Castes and the Sdwduled 
Tribes, the Muslims and the weaker stx- 
tions cf sociely. 

mPimiiilillll THE consolidation 

minorities under 
the banner of the 
/ SP-BSP combine is 
undoubtedly a new 
phenomenon on the 
country's political horizon. If it cem- 
tiniie.s and gathers momentum as the 
years pass, it may displace one or the 
other major political parties. In any 
case, it is likely to play a decisive role 
in national affairs. Until Tiow the 
Muslims and other minorities had 
played only a naarginal role. 

But it was not the first time that 
Muslims joined hands with other 
backward classes, in U.P. at any rate. 
In many constituencies it was the 
Muslim vote that made all the dif¬ 
ference. For instance, in Kanpur, 
which witnessed the first major case 
of pre-poll violence, the BSP can¬ 
didate won primarily because of the 
en bloc voting by the 21 per cent Mus- 
linns and the 18 per cent Scheduled 
Caste segments of tiie electorate in 
the area. 

No effect of "fatwas": The Mus¬ 
lims are, by and.lai^e, conservative 
and religious minded, more or less 
like the Sikhs. 'ITiey belong generally 
to the same socio-economic category 


as the backward classes. The percent¬ 
age of progressive and liberal- 
minded f^sons in this community is 
still low. The recent elections 
demolished many myths and also the 
credibility of the pre-election opinion 

f >olls. One myth regarding the Mus- 
im voters, which has been ccHxiplete- 
ly demolished, was the importance of 
"political fatwas" frequently issued 
by Imams. 

The imam of the Delhi Jama Mas- 
jid, Syed Abdullah Bukh^ issued 
an "appeal" in favour of the Janata 
Dal. But the Samajwadi Party ob¬ 
tained more than 90 per cent of Bie 
Muslim votes in central and eastern 
UP Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, SP 
leader, had publicly snubbed the 
Imam just before the elections. Mr 
Yadav had advised the Imam at a 
public meeting "to concentrate on 
religious matters and not on political 
issues". 

Role in Delhi Poll 

ALTHOUGH the 
concerned party 
leaders did not play 
up the role of 
minorities in the 
elections held for 
the Delhi Assembly 
early in November, 1993, later assess¬ 
ments showed Biat they played a cru¬ 
cial part in determining the fate of 
some candidates of the two majoir 
contending parties for power—ttie 
BJP and the Congress. 'The BJP suc¬ 
ceeded in cashing in on the anti-con¬ 
gress stand vis-a-vis the Akali 
groups. They however could not, for 
obvious reasons, woo the Muslim 
votes. Proerf of this came through the 
failure of the BJP's two Muslim can- 
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didates who lost to candidates of 
their own community put up by 
ottier parties, by big margins. In fact, 
the Muslims, by and large, seemed to 
regard the BJP as their principal 
enemy despite the assurances given 
by that party's leaders of equal treat¬ 
ment to all sections of soaety. 

On the other hand, the Sikhs, 
who have a sizable presence in at 
least six Assembly segments and 
good influence in 14 others, owing 
allegiance to Akali groups had open¬ 
ly supported the BJP during their poll 
can^aigns. Sikhs and Maslims con¬ 
stitute about one-fiith of Delhi's total 
58,35,072 votes. 

Reports also show that Muslims 
preferred to go in for the third altci- 
native—the Janata Dal—^wherever it 
appeared to them to be a viable 
cnoice. In the absence of such a 
choice, the community, by and large, 
seems to have voted against the BIP. 

Further, in the Muslim- 
dominated Jama Masjid area in the 
walled city, and Okhla in South 
Delhi, the electorate showed a clear 
preference for the third alternative 
(Janata Dal), presumably because of 
Ae latter's secular image. 

According to a Muslim leader, 
the danger for the Muslims, happy 
over their success in tactical voting, 
will come from complacency The 
Muslim intelligentsia, which had 
their creativity stimulated by the 
Ayodhya trauma, may lap.se back 
into hibernation. But their job is hard¬ 
ly done. More urgent than even push¬ 
ing for social and legal reform within 
the community is a political task that 
remains unfinished. 

Definition and Scope 

|||||HB||||||| THE term "mino- 
rities" refers to 
groups and sections 
of society which 
jPV Y number less than the 
7 majority, not in the 

political concept but 
in the purely demographic sense In 
India the Hindus constitute the 
majority of the population, and all 
other communities—the Muslims, 


the Sikhs, the Parsis, the Jains, the 
Buddhists, the Christians and ofoers 
form the minoritie.s. The happiness 
and welfare of these groups should 
be the responsibility of the majority 
constituting the Government, but 
often it is not so. Consequently, there 
i.s much discord and conflict 
Jawaharlal Nehru made some sig¬ 
nificant observations on the status of 
minorities "Many of us are apt to 
imagine that India is particularly un¬ 
fortunate in having to face a compli¬ 
cated problem of minorities and 
different communities. As a matter of 
tact many ofoor countries have faced 
and solved this problem." 

Russia .specially is a country with 
numerous national minorities with 
different languages and cultures and 
it Ls interesting an J Instructive for us 
to study the methods of the Bol¬ 
sheviks in regard to the minorities 
Properly tackled, the problem of 
minorities can be solved with 
rapidity and ease But the British did 
not want tlie problem to be solvetl 

As Nehru said, no majority can 
crush a determined minority and no 
minority can be sufficiently protected 
by a little addition to its seats in a 
legislature. In the world today, al¬ 
most everywhere, a very small 
minority hold wealth and power and 
dominates over the great majority 

We should work for cohesion 
and make it clear to our minorities 
that it is our proud privilege to give 
them tire fullest protection and op¬ 
portunity 

The tiovernment of India has 
repeatedly affirmed its policy ot 
safeguarding the interests of the 
minorities, apart from the legal and 
Constitutional guarantees in all 
spheres of life. Although wooing of 
the minorities has become a political 
game for electoral advantage, these 
.sections of society are at times 
maltreated, and subjected to dis¬ 
crimination and even oppression by 
self-seeking people, especially in the 
rural areas. 

Mrs Gandhi launched a 15-point 
programme for the welfare and 
upliftment of the minorities This 


programme is administeted by the 
Central Government and is imple¬ 
mented through the State govern¬ 
ments and Union Territory 
administrations with the help of 
machinery operated by the nodal of¬ 
ficers appointed for foe welfare of 
minorities. 

The Minorities Cell of the Union 
Ciovemment ensures fuller participa¬ 
tion of minorities in all aspects of na¬ 
tional life, for coordinating and 
monitoring the implementation of 
the 15'point programme and for ex¬ 
peditious action on minority grievan¬ 
ces. Some ot the States and Union 
Territories have also set up Minority 
Cells. 

The programme broadly aims at: 
prevention of communal violence 
and promotion of communal har¬ 
mony; laying special emphasis on the 
educational needs of the minorities; 
according .special consideration to 
the minorities in the matter of recruit¬ 
ment to services, e.specially in .State 
and Central polic'e force and ensuring 
fair and adequate share to the 
minorities of the benefits flowing 
fiom various development program- 
me.s, including the 20-point 
programme 

In March, 1993, Parliament was 
informed that the Central Govern¬ 
ment had decided to modify the 15- 
poinl programme in order to make it 
more effective and job-oriented and 
to eradicate educational and 
economic backwardness among the 
minorities 

The Welfare Minister, Mr Sita 
Ram Kesri, disclosed that there was a 
consensus among foe Chief Ministers 
to recast the programme. The Centre 
was also considering a projxisal to set 
up a financial committee or commis¬ 
sion that would render assistance to 
the minorities in starting business es¬ 
tablishments. 

But the tragic aspect of the situa¬ 
tion is that even the original 15-point 
programme of Mrs Gandhi could not 
be fully implemented because of at¬ 
tempts by some short-sighted and 
biassed forces to scuttle it. 

The Central Government often 
finds it necessary to remind foe States 
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that there has been slackness in 
safeguarding the interests of the 
. inintHities. Disquieting reports pour 
in about the injustices done to the 
' minorities; die promises made to 
' th^m often remain unfulfilled. Their 
economic condition, their standard of 
education and the opportunities 
made available to them for social, 
eamomic and political progress are 
inadequate. Much remains to be done 
for their economic welfare. The major 
sections of the minorities have 
remained where they were, educa¬ 
tionally and economically, decades 
ago. The National Integration Coun¬ 
cil suggests, time and again, speedy 
; measures for the uplift of the 
minorities, but these resolutions 
remain on paper. 

India's problem of the minorities 
: consequently remains unsolved, 

, despite all the declarations and 
pronouncements. Tlie reprraentation 
of the minorities in tiie services is un¬ 
satisfactory. Nor have ttie States suc- 
ceeded in evolving a national 
ccmsensus against political, cultural 
and social organisations which un¬ 
dermine the basic character of the In¬ 
dian polity by ill-treating the 
minorities and regarding them as 
second or even third-rate citizens, 
i These people are denied equality in 
i all respects as required by the Con- 
' stitution. No wonder they continue 
: to harbour grievances against the ad- 
■ ministration and society as a whole. 

I Militant communal elements 
[' have rendered meaningless the 
! various assurances of full justice held 
j out to the minorities by tne Govem- 
I ment. It may be recalled that in 
. January, 1984, the Centre sent out a 
circular to the State governments 
seeking information on the measures 
taken to tackle communalism and 
safeguard the interests of the 
minorities in their States. 

An informed source stated that 
behind the anxiety thus expressed 
about the plight of minorities was the 
fear that the opposition parties 
would probably succeed in weaning 
away sizable sections of the 
minorities from the Congress. Ac¬ 
cording to tiie ruling party sources, in 
various parts of the country substan¬ 


tial sections of the minority com¬ 
munities had been dissuadra from 
voting for Congress candidates in 
recent elections. 

It is also unfortunate that the 
communal harmony cell in tiie Unicoi 
Home Ministry and tiie special cells 
for the minorities in the Congress 
party organisation did not make any 
notable progress in promoting the 
welfare of the minorities. 

There are minorities in every 
country, big or small. These may be 
religious, ethnic, linguistic and other, 
apart of course from the political 
minorities in almost all legislatures, 
generally constituting the Opposi¬ 
tion to the ruling party in 
democracies. Religious and linguistic 
minorities are recognised even in 
countries where there is arbitrary 
rule and a fake or deceptive 
democratic set-up. 

Amnesty International, in its fre¬ 
quent reports on human rights viola¬ 
tions (the sufferers are almost always 
the minorities of various categories, 
religious, ethnic, racial, linguistic and 
political), accuses various countries. 
The guilty countries include even the 
world's most advanced nation—the 
USA. in its latest report, published in 
December, 1993, Amne^ has strong¬ 
ly criticised the USA for its unsatis¬ 
factory record in this arena. Two 
leading groups blasted the Clinton 
administration for its hypocrisy and 
double standards on human rights 
issues. 

The United States Government 
regularly condemns human rights 
abuses in other countries but has 
done little to apply international 
human rights laws in the US itself, 
according to the Human Rights 
Watch Executive Director. He made 
this scathing comment while releas¬ 
ing a devastating study that 
enumerates numerous civil rights 
violations by the US Government. 
The 128-page document was jointly 
produced by Human Rights Watch 
and Left-leading American Civil 
Liberties Union. It has condemned 
police brutality in the US, racial dis¬ 
crimination and the administration's 
repeated hiilure to protect minority 
rights. 


Amnesty had reported that 
Blacks and lAtinos have consist^tly 
borne tiie brunt of such brutality and 
that the concerned officers and 
deputies have rately been disciplined 
or prosecuted. issue this rq>ort", 

(the watchdogs of human rights 
wrote) in tiie hope of breaking the 
cynical view of intamatiraial human 
rights law as a source of protection 
only for those outside the LTS borders. 

As for minority rights, the ob¬ 
servers found thatmincarlty language 
speakers in the US face discrimina¬ 
tion in health and social services, 
employment and education, as well 
a.s overt hostility, as manifested by 
the "English Chily" movement that 
was started in the 1980s. 

The administrations preceding 
Mr Clinton's were equally guilty of 
such blatant violations. 

Composition in India 

*IN India, which is 
the world's second 
most populous 
countiy, the Hindus 
form about 82 per 
7 ■ cent of the total 
population. They 
constitute the preponderant majority 
in most of the States and Union Ter¬ 
ritories. The Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes form about 22 per 
cent of the population and are a part 
of the Hindu community. The Mus¬ 
lims form the second biggest com¬ 
munity in India, nearly 12 per cent of 
the total. The Christians, the third 
biggest community, are only 2.60 per 
cent of the population; more than 60 
per cent of the Christians live in the 
southern States—Kerala, Tamil Nadu 
and Andhra Pradesh. The Sikhs form 
less than 2 per cent of the population, 
concentrated in Punjab where they 
constitute a majority (over 55 per cent 
of tile population). I..ately, owing to 
internal squabbles and sharp dif¬ 
ferences among the leaders of various 
groups of Alulis, the Sikh com¬ 
munity has not been playing its right¬ 
ful role at various levels. 

The otiier minorities are small in 
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nuinber and count for little in the 
countty'e politicai and economic life, 
thou^ they have an identity of foeir 
own and are given all possible 
fedlities and ri^ts under the Con* 
stitution. These are: Buddhists (0.73 
per cent), over 85 per cent of whom 
live in ^harashtra; in.Arunachal 
Pradesh a little over 13per cent of the 
people are BiKldhists. Ine Jains make 
up only 0.5 per cent of the country's 
population, spread mostly in 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Gujarat. 
The Zoroastrians (the Parsees) num¬ 
ber less than 80,000 and are con¬ 
centrated in Bombay. 

The rights of the Muslim 
minority in India flow from the Con¬ 
stitution. They can be compared to 
the norms adopted by the interna¬ 
tional community as reflected in the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of the 
Minorities. Article 29 of the Indian 
Constitution makes specific 
provisions for protection of the mter- 
ests of all minorities. Accordir^ to 
this Article, any section of the citizens 
residing in the territory of India, or 
any part thereof, having a distinct 
language, script or culture of its own, 
shall have the right to conserve it. No 
citizen, according to Clause 2 of the 
Article, shall be denied admission 
into any educational institution 
maintained by the State, or receiving 
aid out of State funds, on grounds 
only of religion, race, caste, language 
or any of them. 

Together, Articles 79 and 30 con¬ 
fer four distinct rights on the 
minorities: the right to conserve its 
own language, script and culture; the 
right of all religious and linguistic 
minorities to establish and ad¬ 
minister educational ir^titutions of 
their choice; the right of an educa¬ 
tional institution not to be dis¬ 
criminated against in matters of State 
and on the ground that it is under 
management of a minority, and the 
right of a citizen hot to be denied 
admission into State- maintained or 
State-aided educational institutions 
on ground only of rdigion, race, caste 
or language. Thus cultural, educa¬ 
tional and other rights are guaran¬ 
teed to all minorities in the country. 


Minorities Commission 

OUT of the several 
minorities in this 
country the prin¬ 
cipal aggrieved 
ones are the Mus¬ 
lims and the Sikhs. 
The Goveriunent of 
India appointed a Minorities Com¬ 
mission in 1978, when the Janata 
Party was in power, and then a spe¬ 
cial panel (under the chairmanship of 
Dr Gopal Singh, former Ambassador 
and former Member of the Rajya 
Sabha). The Minorities Commission 
chairmanship and membership has 
changed several times over the past 
few years, some members having 
resigned for one reason or other. The 
Commission has been submitting an¬ 
nual reports to the Central Govern¬ 
ment. 

On May 14,1984 the Government 
of India announced rejection of the 
Commission's proposal to set up a 
national int^ration cum human 
rights body. Ine Muslims and the 
Sikhs have long-standing grievances 
in respect of their share in the ser¬ 
vices, including the senior posts in 
the army, in educational institutions 
and other areas of State activity. 
Statutory provisions exist in the Ctm- 
stitution providing for reservations 
in the legislatures and the services for 
the Scheduled Castes -and the 
Scheduled Tribes. 

The low share of Muslims in 
India's set-up is obvious from the fol¬ 
lowing figures: Employment in 
Central Government services 4.41%; 
education (class X examinees) 4%; 
amount of loans given by banks 
5.06%. The poor and largely illiterate 
community is regarded % the pditi- 
cal parties mostly as a vote bank. 

Legal Safeguards: Through the 
chapter on Fundamental Rights and 
Article 29 of the Constitution, the 
founding fathers of the Indian 
Republic provided special 
safeguards for all minorities in ttie 
country. In fact the Constitution was 
criticised by some commentators for 
the special safeguards that it 
provide for minorities and certain 



classes who are socially and educa¬ 
tionally backward. But Dr BJL Am- 
bedkar, a true realist had no doubt 
that the Constituent Assembly had 
done wisely in providing such 
safeguards for minorities. In this 
country, according to him, both the 
minorities and tm nu^rities have 
followed a wrong path: "It is wroi^ 
for the majority to deny the existence 
of minorities. It is equally wremg for 
the mincaities to perj^tuate then^l- 
ves. A solution must be found which 
will serve a double purpose. It must 
recognise the existence of ttie 
minorities to start with. It must also 
enable majorities and minorities to 
merge some day into one." 

Minorities are an explosive force 
which, if it erupts, can blow up die 
whole fabric of the State. The history 
of Europe bears ample and appalling 
testimony to this fact The minorities 
in India have agreed to place thdr 
existence in the hands of the 
majority....They have loyally ac¬ 
cepted the rule of the majority which 
is basically a communal majority and 
not a political one. It is for the 
majority to realize its duty not to dis¬ 
criminate against minorities. 
Whether the minorities will continue 
or will vanish would depend upon 
this habit of the majority. "Ibe mo¬ 
ment the majority loses the habit of 
discriminating against the minority, 
the minorities can have no ground to 
exist. They will vanish." 

In the summer of 1992 the 
Minorities Commission was given a 
statutory status. The passage of the 
Bill for die purpose fulfilled a lc»^- 
standing promise of India's secular 
political establishment. The BJP 
uvours an omnibus National In- 
tegration-cum-Human Righto Com¬ 
mission to look into the grievances of 
all communities. The difficulty vridi 
such an all-embracing approach is 
that the specific prcmlems of the 
country's various minority groups 
with their interlinked complexes 
would get lost in so large a charter. 
Since the BJP wants to dispense with 
Article 30 of die Constitution grant¬ 
ing special privileges to the 
minorities, it cannot t^t oppose a 
measure which enhances the 
authority of a body concerned solely 
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with such groups. But the charge 
made by Mr L.K. Advani (at present 
the BJP chieO, that the step would 
promote divisive tendencies did not 
carry conviction. The well-known 
"Rath Yatra" was stated to have 
cnvUed a fear psychosis among Mus¬ 
lims. A recent Minorities Commis¬ 
sion report blamed the communal 
riots of 1990 on the Yatra. 



Linguistic Minorities 

A notable fact is that 
no State or Union 
Territory in the 
country can claim to 
be mono-lingual or 
unilingual as each 
of them has varying 
percentages of the linguistic 
minorities, according to the Commis¬ 
sioner for Linguistic Minorities in 
India (LMl). A detailed analysis of 
Slate and Union Territory-wise per¬ 
centages of major and minority lan¬ 
guage speakers shows the existence 
of persistent linguistic heterogeneity 
in the country. In his 29th report 
presented to Parliament, the Com¬ 
missioner pointed out that the 
stipulation of a linguistic minority 
population being 15 per cent or more 
of the local population is only for use 
of the minority languages for official 
purposes. 


It is, therefore, imperative that 
States and Union Territories realise 
that their claim to be unilingual, or of 
having no recognised linguistic 
minority group, is contrary to the 
statement issued on the subject at the 
1961 Chief Ministers' Conference, 
which specifically stated; "It must be 
recognised that no State is completely 
unilingual." The Commissioner 
recommended that the States and 
Union Territories recognise the exist¬ 
ence of linguistic minority groups 
and initiate action for implementa¬ 
tion of safeguards provided to them. 
The Commissioner recommended 
that important government notices, 
rules etc should be published in 
minority languages also at the dis¬ 
trict level and below, where a linguis¬ 
tic minority group constitutes more 
than 15 per cent of the population. 


Similarly, arrangements slrould be 
made for translation of substaiKe of 
important laws, rules and regula¬ 
tions in minority languages and 
translation bureaus should be set 
up. 

Referring to safeguards for lin¬ 
guistic minorities in the field of 
education, the Commissioner recom¬ 
mended that State governments and 
Union Territory administrations en¬ 
sure that primary educatiem is im¬ 
parted through the modier tongue to 
linguistic minority pupils. 

Referring to the three-language 
formula, the Commissioner for lan¬ 
guages emphasised that the formula 
as incorporated in the National 
Policy on Education, 1968, and 
reiterated in the National Policy on 
Education, 1986, should be fully 
adopted. 

Calling upon State governments 
and Union Territory administrations 
to adopt a "more sympathetic and 
constructive approach" towards 
solving the problems facing the lin¬ 
guistic minorities, the Commissioner 
suggested that machinery be set up at 
the State and district levels to review 
and ensure progress of implementa¬ 
tion of safeguards for linguistic 
minorities. 

Referring to protection of the in¬ 
terests of the linguistic minorities in 
matters relating to recruitment for 
State services, the Commissioner 
recommended that the knowledge of 
the official language of the concerned 
States or Union Territories should not 
be a prerequissitc for recruitment to 
State services. 

Wooing the Vote Bank 

EARLY evidence of 
the leaders' resolve 
to give more and 
more attention to 
the weaker sections 
of society hence¬ 
forth has come through the fact that 
most of the announcements made 
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav since he 
became the Chief ^nister of UP after 
the. November 1993 polks, are 


directed at die deprived sections of 
society who form a major chuidc of 
the Dalit-OBC vote bank. 

His decision to change the 
lepcxrting time for female scavengers 
from 6.30 a.in. to 830 aan., dedara- i 
tion of public hdidays on Balmiki 
Jayanti and Ambedkar Jayanti, 16 
hours of power supply to rural areas 
and scrapping of the Anti-Ccroying 
Act are all devised to satisfy the 
Dalits. His decision to implement 27 I 
per cent reservation for OBCs, as per ; 
the Mandal recommendations, with , 
immediate effect, was hailed as a 
"revolutionary move". 

Despite his move to ronsolidate 
the Dalit OBC vote bank, Mr Yadav 
has so far not made any statement to 
hurt the sentiments of the upper caste 
Hindus. He refrained even from com¬ 
menting on the Ayodhya controver¬ 
sy. Mr Yadav appears to have 
undergone a transformation since Ms 
earlier stint as Chief Minister during 
1989-1991. He appears mellower and 
more confident. 

In Madhya Pradesh two Deputy 
Chief Ministers, representing the 
backwards and the Scheduled Cas¬ 
tes, have been appointed. It is 
believed that this pattern will be 
adopted in other Congress-ruled 
States in a bid to win back the sup¬ 
port of important minorities—the 
weaker sections of society. These sec¬ 
tions have lately been leaving the 
Congress, or at any rate not voting for 
it. 

At the Centre also more appoint¬ 
ments of the backward classes are ex¬ 
pected to be made at the ministerial 
and other levels with the same objec¬ 
tive and in pursuance of the same 
strategy. 

But there is a snag as well as a 
dilemma. If the Congress goes all out 
to accommodate the backward clas¬ 
ses anyhow, it might lose the support 
of some "forward" sections. If this, or 
any other party, adopts measures to 
appease the "forwards", the back¬ 
ward groups' support might be fur¬ 
ther eroded. A neat balance has, 
therefore, to be struck in this arena so 
as to achieve dual aims.. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. The ideas and tiioughte of Mahatma Gandhi 
traly render him as one of die greatest souls of dtis 
century. Briefly discuss the core ideas of Mahatma 
Gandhi on die issues of contemporary imporbmce. 

Ans. Advent of Gandhiji on the scene of national 
movement revolutionised die freedom struggle. Before he 
stormed the Indian political scene, the national movement 
was confined to the upper-middle classes only Even 
^^aphically, it was confined to the limited territory of 
India. One of the major contribution of Mahatma Gandhi 
to the cause of national movement was transformation of 
it into a mass mov^ent. 

Gandhiji formulated most of his ideas on the basis of 
his own experiences as well as the practices of Indian 
socio-economic set-up during die early parts of this cen¬ 
tury. Gandhiji's exposure to racial discrimination, injus¬ 
tice and degradation in South Africa, for about 20 years, 
had made him to launch an unequal struggle against the 
Government. It was during these formative years that he 
evolved, practised and perfected his techniques of 
Satyagraha, Civil-disobedience and non-violence as tods 
of struggle and protest Mahatma's concept of Satyagraha 
was tndhfulness with peaceful protest by refusing to sub¬ 
mit to the wrong. As a Satyagrahi he would accept suffer¬ 
ing willingly during the struggle. But Satyagraha would 
not mean hatred towards the wrong-doer. Satyagraha 
would, however, essentially mean resisting the evil in 
utterly fearless but peaceful manner. 

Second cardinal idea of Gandhiji was non-violence. In 
his extra-ordinary wisdom, he could foresee that the 
empty handed poor Indian masses could not match the 
awesome might of the British empire and hence called for 
the weapon of moral strength in the form of non-violence. 
Non-violence was not supposed to be a weapon of the 
weak and the cowardly people. Only persons with moral 
strength and mental robustness could practise it. Gandhiji 
considered the violence as the law of the brute, but at the 
same time also believed that if the choice was between 
cowardice and violence, he would prefer violence. 

Another important aspect of Gandhiji's thought was 
that for him belief and action, and thought and practice 
were inseparable. He himself practised die virtue of troth, 
the force of non-violence and the protests of Satyagraha. 

The concepts like Swadeshi and IQiadi to generate 
more employment on the one hand, and to strengthen the 
traditional Indian industries against the onslaught of 
British products on the other. His concept of Panchayati 
Raj was directed at providing local self-government at the 
village level, so that the locally felt needs could not only 
be identified but also fulfilled. 

' Mahatma Gandhi was a great champion of the cause 


of social equality and justice. It was rightly observed by 
him that a society which itself was divided among several 
castes, creeds and religions could not possibly succeed in 
ousting an alien super-power without uniting itself as one 
nation. He, therefore, did a trerrwndous job of uplifting the 
untouchables and the down-trodden and gave tiiem tiie 
name of "Harijans", meaning the people of the God Al¬ 
mighty. Though he never claimed that he was "Mahahna" 
or a great soul, yet his capability to understand the mas¬ 
ses, nis ideolc^y, moral strength, ability to lead by own 
example and concern for the down-trodden rightfully 
entitle him to be called a "Mahatma". 

Q. 2. What is the position of the Supreme Court of 
India under the Indian Constitution? How does fite In¬ 
dian Constitution seeks to secure the independence of 
Supreme Court Judges? 

Ans. Although Indian Parliament is empowered to 
make laws and regulate the Constitution, even on certain 
issues relating to the Supreme Court, yet die Supreme 
Court enjoys a special and unassailable position. It has 
rightly been said that the jurisdiction and powers of In¬ 
dian Supreme Court, in their nature and extent, ere com¬ 
parable to those exercised by the apex court of any other 
country. Indian Supreme Court is not only a federal court, 
but is the highest court of appeal and guardian of Indian 
Constitution. Various laws, declared and interpreted 1^ it 
in exercise of any of its jurisdictions under the Constitu¬ 
tion, arc binding on all other courts within the territory of 
Indian Union. One of the examples of its supreme position 
is that it has specifically held that the power of the ParUa- 
ment is not unlimited to amend die ConstituticHi and it 
cannot alter the basic structure of Indian polity. Even hi 
comparison to the Supreme Court of America, Indian 
Supreme Court enjoys a better position. Whereas the 
American Court's jurisdiedon is confined to the constitu¬ 
tional issue arising out of the federal relationships, Indian 
Supreme Court is the highest court of law even in relaticm 
to civil and criminal cases. Indian apex court also enjoys 
the extra-ordinary power to entertain appeals against ^ 
orders of all the tribunals functioning in the territory of 
India, the power which is not available to the American 
Supreme Court. Another important and unique powers 
enjoyed by Supreme Court of India is to advise the Union 
Government on legal and constitutional issues. Hence it 
enjoys an important position as the interpreter and guar¬ 
dian of Indian laws and Constitution on the one hand, and 
as the highest court of appeal with vast original jurisdic¬ 
tion, on the other. Moreover, the power under Article 32 of 
the Constitution, providing the writ jurisdiction to the 
Supreme Court to enforce the fundamental rights, gives 
exclusive power to this august court to act as the cus¬ 
todian and protector of fundamental rights. 
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Independence of judiciary is part of the basic struc¬ 
ture ot Indian Constitution. To ensure this independence 
the Cortstitution provides for the complete independence 
of jwlges of the Supreme Court from the legislature as 
, veU ab the executive in several ways. Some of them are: 

(a) The President of India, on the advice of the Coun¬ 
cil of Ministers, appoints tiie judges of the Supreme Court. 
In tihis regard the President is required td consult the Chief 
Justice of India before such appointment. 

(b) The Constitution lays down tiiat no judge of the 
Suprrane Court can be removed by the Presadent. Any 
judge, however, can be removed on die munds of proved 
miwc^viour or incapacity by way of impeachment by 
both the Houses of me Parliament. This provision has 
obviously been kept to keep the judges out of the control 
of executive and give them a free hand to act inde¬ 
pendently while adjudioiting on any matters. 

(C) The salaries, allowances, leave and pension of me 
judges are provided in me Constitution. These allowances 
. cut be altered by me Parliament from time-to-time but 
caimot be changed to the disadvantage of the existiiig 
jud^s. This provision, however, can be relaxed during 
me financial emergency. 

(d) The administrative expenses, including the salary 
and me allowances of the judges as well as me staff of me 
Supreme Court, are not subject to the vote of me Parlia¬ 
ment and are charged upon me revenues of me Union. 
This removes legislative and executive control over me 
Supreme Court considerably and ensures its independent 
functioning. 

(e) The Constitution prohibits me discussions in the 
Parliament on me conduct of the judges of me Supreme 
Court (and also me High Courts) except in a motion of 

’ impeachment for removal of a judge. 

if) After retirement, no judge of me Supreme Court is 
allowed to plead, act or appear before any court of law or 
any judicial/quasi judicial authority. 

Q. 3. Recent global recession has hit me developing 
countries the most To overcome this problem most of 
the countries are opting to join some trading blocks. In 
light of me above, do you think mat the formation of 
SAFTA is a wise step? How will it benefit me Soum 
Asian Countries? 

Ans. For me last about half a decade, the world 
economy is passing mrough a serious recession which has 
resulted in reduced outouts, increased global unemploy- 
' ment and dwindling foreign trade. After having tried 
several methods to overcome this malady, most of me 
countries have taken recourse to me regional groupings to 
safeguard meir economies from the evil of recession and 
raise me level of economic activity by exporting more 
wimin me regional trading areas. Latest examples are 
European Community (EC) unification for trade purposes 
and me formation of North American Free Trade Area 
(NAFTA) between the USA, Mexico and Canada. Bom 
mese groupings reveal the desperate attempts by the 
developed West to forge gainful free trade areas to en- 
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hance their economic activity, ttiereby combating me 
recession. Such regional groupings are mutuaUy b^fi- 
cial to the member countries, as trading wimin me region 
has tremendous advantage in terms of freight and 
mobility of resources. Such groupings are, however, 
detrimenUd to the rest of me world, particularly fha Third 
World. For example, EC and ISA bom are important 
trading partners of India. But me monetary unification of 
EC and me formation of NAFTA may reduce Indian trade 
wim mem considerably. Most of me economists, mere- 
fore, feel that it will be in me long-run interest of India if 
also joins some important free trade area. 

A modest beginning in this direction was made at 
Dhaka Summit or SAARC (5oum Asian Associaticm for 
Regicmal Cooperation) in April 1993 when all the seven 
member countries resolved the adoption of Soum Asian 
Preferential Trade Area (SAPTA). Formed as a result of me 
initiative taken by Bangladesh, way back in 1980, SAPTA 
has raised me hopes of fruitful eccmomic relationship 
between the member countries. 

Soum Asia represents about one mird of me humanity 
wim about 1.5 billion population. These countries are 
predominantly dependent on agriculture wim a major 
ratio of meir GDP (Gross Domestic Product) coming from 
the agriculture sector, and the majority of the population 
depending on it. Despite geographical proximity and ad¬ 
vantage on account of freight, me trade within me group 
has remained very low. During me 1985-87 period, me 
intra-SAARC exports accounted only for 3.78 per cent of 
its total exports and intra-SAARC imports constituted a 
miserable 1.78 per cent of total imports. 

Under such a gloomy scenario of intra-SAARC trade, 
the formation of SAPTA provides a silver lining. Although 
the finer details are yet to be finalised, with Pakistan still 
hying to sabotage the constructive economic cooperation, 
SAPTA is possibly the first positive indicatiem of the 
political will of me group to foster economic cooperation. 
But the climate of mistrust, political instability and lack of 
mutual confidence among me member countries may 
delay me formation of a free trade area in Soum Asia. 

However, a modest but assuring beginning has 
been made. A free trade area in South Asia would 
enable me member countries to export more tea, jute, 
sugar, natural rubber, coconut oil etc among themsel¬ 
ves. Imports from amongst them will also ensure 
cheaper and ready availability of the products which 
they would otherwise import at higher prices from the 
other parts of the world. But, before the group arrives 
at me decision to forge a free trade area, the political 
atmosphere needs to be made more congenial. Instead 
of aiming at achieving the narrow political gains, me 
political leadership in countries like Pakistan must 
realise the importance of broader economic gains for 
their country as well as for the region. Of late, it has also 
been advocated mat efforts should be made to lure 
Chinese entry into SAPTA. Such a step would 
revolutionise the economies of all the member countries 
and will enable mem to compete with the developed 
West. 





ENGINEERING 


Engineering offm varied career 
opportunities. An En^eer in any 
discipline has multifarious openings 
available to him/her. hi the wake of 
new economic policy, the industrial 
sector is likely to grow rapidly. 
Industrial growth, coupled with the 
ensuing invasion of ti\e multinational 
companies, is likely to boost the 
existing demand for engineers from 
ail disciplines. This demand will be in 
addition to the demand for civil, 
mechanical and electrical angineers 
in the government services, public 
sector and the armed forces. Rapid 
growth of the electronic sector will 
also require a lot of electronic 
engineers in the near future. 

Prospects 

Not only the engineers arc in 
great demand for technical services, 
candidates with technical expertise 
arc in great demand for managerial 
functions too. An engineer with 
management qualifications is 
expected to excel in discharge rtf his 
duties as manager, particularly in 
construction, project and production 
management. ()f late engineers have 
also been taking lion's share in the 
administrative services of the 
government. More than ont* thud of 
the total selected candidates for the 
civil services are engineers, as is 
evident from the trend in recent years. 
Notwithstanding the above mentioned 
opportunities, the engineering 
graduates also excel in 
self-employment. Be it a small 
industrial project, electronic businc'ss, 
construction activity, mechanical 
venture or fabrication activity, the 
engineers perform extremely well in 
dieir own business ventures. 

Admission 

One of the most important aspect 
of career in engineering is the 
admission to an engineering college 
or institute. To be eligible for 
admission for an engineering degree. 


the aspiring candidates are 
essentially required to do extremely 
well in meir 10 + 2 examination. 
Minimum required marks are 50 
per cent in most of the cases. In 
some colleges, however, no such 
limit is prescribed. Some of the 
engineering colleges/institutes also 
prescribe varying minimum and 
maximum age limits. 

There are a series of regional 
engineering colleges at places like 
Durgapur, Calicut, Warangal, 
Srinagar, Kurukshetra,Tinichirapally, 
Surathkai (Karnataka), Rourkela, 
Hamirpur (11.?.) etc. In addition dieic 
are hundreds of government and 
private engineering colleges which 
offer degree courses in civil, 
mechanical and electrical engineering. 
Moreover, some Agriculture 
Universities also run degr^ courses 
in agriculture engineering. Most 
prestigious engineering degree, 
however, is considered to be the one 
awarded by five Indian Institutes of 
Technology (ITT) located at Kanpur, 
Kharagpur, Delhi, Madras and 
Bombay, as also other central 
institutes like Institute of 
Technology (Benaras • Hindu 
University), Birla Institutes of 
Technology at Piiani and Ranchi, 
Thaper Institute of Engineering and 
Technology, Patiala, etc. 

There are several specialised 
fields of engineering, in addition to 
the routine degrees like civii, 
mechanical, electrical, electronic etc. 
Since the number of candidates 
completing degree courses in these 
specialised courses is less, the 
candidates can hope to find better 
openings. These fields include 
Bio-Chemical Engineering, 
Aeronautical Engineering, Ceramic 
Engineering, Dairy Technology, 
Chemical Engineering, Electronics 
ard Communication Engineering, 
Telecommunication Engineering, 
Industrial Engineering, Mining 


Engineering, Metalluig;ical Engine¬ 
ering, Paper/Paint Technoio^, 
Petroleum/Oil Engineering Textile 
Engineering, Fasmon Tewnolow, 
Naval Architecture, etc. Most of ^ 
specialised courses are conducted ^ 
specialist colleges like H.B. 
Technology Institute Kanpur, Institute 
of Technology, College of Ceramic 
Technology, Calcutta, All India 
Institute of Medical Science, etc. 
Almost all specialised courses are 
confined to a j^rticular field and must 
be chosen with due regard to ttie 
aptitude of the candidate. Engineers in 
Aeronautics find careers in 
civil/military aviation whereas Naval 
Technetfogy & Navigation and Marine 
Engiisiering provides opportunities in 
Indian Navy and MetdiantNavy. 

Admission to IITs 

The UTs at Kanpur, Kharagpur, 
Delhi, Bombay and Madras offer 4- 
year degree courses in civil, 
mechanical, electrical, electronics 
and computer science. The Institutes 
at Kanpur, Kharagpur, Bombay and 
Madras also offer courses on 
Aeronautical engineering. All these 
courses arc also offered by the 
Institute of Technology at Varanasi. 
These Institutes also oBer facilities of 
higher engineering courses like M.E. 
andM Tech Ali these Institutes have 
their entrance examination at all- 
India level. Notification for 
admission is issued by all the IITs 
generally in the month of 
November/December every year 
and the last date for submitting die 
application is in January/February. 
All the leading national newspapers 
carry the advertisements. Joint 
Entrance Test is held generally in the 
month of May. To be eligible, a 
candidate must have passed the 10 + 
2 examination or equivalent with 
Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics. Those candidates who 
expect to pass the 10 + 2 examination 
upto 30th September are also eligible. 
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Tiw age-limit is 16 to 21 years which 
is relaxable upto 26 years for the 
ficheduled Caste (SC)/Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) candidates. The two-day written 
test judges the candidates in 
Phj^ks, Chemistry and Mathematics. 
All the candidates are also required to 
undertake a screening test. The 
screening t^t is multiple choice 
objective type and includes the 
question on ^ysics. Chemistry and 
Madiematics. Rest of the papers, which 
are erf 3-hour duration, are descriptive 
in nature and ate evaluated only after a 
candidate qualifies the screening test. 

Every Institute has usual 
reservaticst of 15 per cent and 7.5 per 
cent for SC and ST candidates 
respectively. If any vacancies are not 
filled due to lack of appropriate 
candidates those are left vacant Every 
Institute also has two scats each for the 
depeiuients of killed/disabled 
personnel of the armed 
forces/paramilitarv forces and one 
seat for physically handicapped 
persons. In addition several seats are 
also filled by nomination from the 
foreign countries and such candidates 
are admitted cn the recommendations 
of the Government of India, without 
the entrance examination. 

Admission to Other 
Colleges 

In addition to the IlTs there are 
several other colleges/institutes that 
conduct entrance lamination at all- 
India level. These include Delhi 
Institute of Technology, Delhi College 
of Engineering, Jamia Miita Islamia, 
School of Planning and Architecture, 
Roorkee University, Aligarh Muslim 
University, Dyaibagh Education 
Institute Agra, Birla Institutes of 
Technology (Ranchi and Pilani), 
National Fire Service College 
Nagpur, Pondicherry University, 
Anna University, National Dairy 
Research Institute Karnal and 
Thapper Institute of Technology 
Patiala. In addition to these 
col leges/institutes, almost all the 
State governments carry out an 
entrance examination to their 
engineering colleges. The dates, 
scheme of examination and syllabi of 
all such examinations are different. 
The dates arc notified well in 
advance through leading regional 


newspapers. The norms and 
guidelines provided for in the 
decision of the Supreme Court in its 
decision of February 1993 on 
admission to the professional 
colleges are also followed. 

How to Prepare 

The competition for the entrance 
examination for the engineering 
colleges is very tough as the number 
of aspirants is very high. Almost all 
the entrance examinations have the 
elements of Mathematics, Physics 
and Chemistry of the 10 + 2 level 
examination. It is, therefore, 
imperative that the candidates 
prepare thoroughly in these subjects. 
Some of the entrance examinations 
are descriptive type whereas others 
are objective type. Hence the 
candidates must master both the 
methods by regular studies and 
constant practice. There is no 
substitute to acquiring more 
knowledge by hard work. If the 
candidates get hold of previous 
years' question papers, it would 
certainly help them In preparing 
methodically and thoroughly. It is 
also advised that the candidates 
appear in as many entrance 
examination as possible. Itwould not 
only make them study hard, but will 
also provide more chances of success. 

Combined Engineering 
Services 

The most prestigious 
examination to recruit engineers is 
the Combined Engineering Services 
which is conducted by the Union 
Public Service Commission every 
year. The examination seeks to recruit 
civil, mechanical, electrical and 
electronic/telecomm unications 
engineers for Group-A 
services/posts in several 
departments of the Government ol 
India. The selection is made among 
others, for Indian Railways 
Engineering Services, Indian 
Railways Stores Services, Central 
Engineering Services, Asstt. 
Executive i^gineers. Central Water 
Engineering Services, Indian Naval 
Armament Services, Drilling 
Engineers in the Geological Survey of 
India, Indian Railways Signal 
Service, Indian Inspection 5>ervices, 
Indian Broadcasting (Engineering) 


Service, Indian Su^ly Sendee etc These 
services seek to recruit 
civil/mcchanical/electrical/electroracB 
engineers as pt'rflteiequircmentgivenby 
titc respective departments. 

The examination is usually held 
in the month of August every yeai^ 
and the advertisement for the ex¬ 
amination appears somewhere in 
Dtecember/january evew year. The 
candidates must be less tnan 28 years 
of age to take the examination. Age 
limit is, however, relaxable by 5 years 
in cose of SC/ST and departmental 
candidates. The candidates appear¬ 
ing in this examination must have ob¬ 
tained a degree in engineering from a 
university or educational institute set 
up/rec6gnized by the Government. 

Plan of Examination 

The competition consists erf two 
partsr-^vritten eeamination ard the pei^ 
Siwality test. The written examination 
also has two prts. First prt consists of 3 
papers of 2-hour duration for 200 marks 
each These diree papers are objective 
type in nature. First p^*r is Gmeral 
Ability test consisting of Genaral English 
and General Studies. Second and third 
paptTS an? on the concerned field erf 
civil /mechanical /electrical/electronic 
and telecommunication engineering. 
Sevond prt ermsists of two ppers in the 
cewicerned field of engint’ering. These 
papers are descriptive type and are of 
3-hour duration each and carry 400 
marks (200 marks cadi). Tlie ^ndaid of 
papers in the General Ability Test is as 
may be expected of an Engineering 
grad uah.'. The standard of other p pets is 
that of the engineering degree level. 

All those candidates who qualify 
the written examination are then re¬ 
quired to undergo a personality test 
in the form of a personal interview 
carrying 200 marks. 

The preparation for this ex¬ 
amination can be made by in-depth 
study of the subject and also by prac¬ 
tising and solving of both conven¬ 
tional as well as objective-type, 
ucstions. To have an edge the can- 
idates must prepare thoroughly for 
the General Ability Paper. For this 
papr, regular reading of "The Com¬ 
petition Master" is recommended, 
both for General English as well as 
General Studies. This will also help 
the candidates in the interview. 
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Happiness is the State 
of Mind 


L ike youUi, happiness too is tite 
state of mind. It is neither the 
hand<maid of pelf and power nor 
diat of pride and possessions. It is not 
something cogent or concrete that 
one can lay hands on, taste or smell. 
It is an inner experience, very close to 
the thrill of trance that comes about in 
a state of mental serenity and emo¬ 
tional equilibrium. Free from the 
bondage of triumphs and trophies 
that victoiy brings in its trail, happi¬ 
ness reflects the health of mind. The 
healthier the mind the higher is the 
level of ecstasy that one experiences 
in their excessive exuberance most 
people confuse happiness with 
physical pleasures or loud laughters 

Mind travels faster than light and 
It requires a Herculean effort to bridle 
its multi-pronged movements if the 
aim is to enjoy some moments of hap- 
piness. In fact the halo of happiness 
in life does not come by accident It is 
a creative content of human mind 
that has to be cultivated and cultured 
in the mind—the centre ot all our fan¬ 
cies and flights It occupies such an 
important place in human psyche 
that It can make a heaven of hell and 
vice versa. 

Most of the ills ot modern life, 
like mental tensions and traumas, 
neurosis, broken homes, drug addic¬ 
tion, violence, etc, originate from the 
cob-web of illusions and delusions 
that we weave in our minds The 
ever-escalating graph of our desires 
and denunds plays havoc, not only 
with the nervous system within, but 
also with the fragile eco-system out¬ 
side. Like an endless merry-go- 
round, we keep moving in cycles and 
whirls to satisfy the monstrous 
moves of our material requirements. 
Since mind is the womb of all images. 


whether worldly or spiritual, it is 
here die crux of happiness or unhap¬ 
piness lies. 

Having succumbed to the all- 
powerful passion of 'success 
S3mdrome', all and sundry, the world 
over, have lost die vibrant vitality of 
their mind. Most people today hardly 
have any time to stand and stare 
around and soothe the ruffled mind. 
The cult of the "Hippie" was an open 
admission by the discontented youth 
and odiers, that their minds were ill 
at ease with the lure of the materialis¬ 
tic life The ever-increasing number 
of those seeking the help of 
psychiatrists on the one hand, and 
the shelter of so-called god-men or 
spiritual wheeler-deelers on the 
other, is a painful pointer to the fact 
that minds afflicted by worldly 
wonders are not necessarily happy. 
When the state of mind is in turmoU, 
no amount of glitter or glamour can 
pacify it and unless there is peace in 
the mind, the spring of happiness 
won't burst 

In fact happiness is that state of 
mind when the inclinations of head 
and heart are in harmony and the 
forces mimical to the tranquillity of 
mind are kept at bay. Such forces as 
the ascending ambitions and 
animated aspirations cause incalcul¬ 
able harm to hunvan mind and do not 
allow it to concentrate itself on con¬ 
structive and creative expressions It 
is only when the mind is liberated 
from the bondage of material pur¬ 
suits and egoistic obsessions, like 
conceit and pride, that one can inhale 
the essence of happiness Otherwise, 
caught in the crossfire of run-away 
worldly successes and frustrating 
failures, the victors and the victims. 


alike, are left in their respective 
moulds widi happiness eludii^ bodi. 
This is the iremy of today's age, in 
which we are aU moving in a hazy 
and crazy manner, wittiout thinking 
for a moment as to why our minds 
are so disturbed. 

There is nothing more fallacious 
and frivolous than the baneful belief 
among the ignorant and the innocent, 
that happiness is the natural off¬ 
spring of material prosperity. On the 
contrary there is enough evidence to 
convmce one and all tlut the passion 
of selfless service and unsolicited 
compassion towards die less for¬ 
tunate mortals, can enrich human 
mind and fill it widi happiness 
beyemd measure. As civilisation ad¬ 
vances, poetry decline and human 
mind flutters like a wounded bird, 
with no harbour of happiness 
anywhere m sight. To a pessimist, 
happiness is a passing episixle in the 
general drama of life, but to an op¬ 
timist, happiness is an experience of 
elation, when one is at peace with | 
onesel f and others. 

I 

All said and done, die need of the 
hour IS to strike a balance between 
mounting materialism and sagging 
spiritualism, if mankmd is to come 
out of the morass of moral crisis and 
emotional emptiness. The fearful for¬ 
ces of piaranoid, schizophrenia, dis¬ 
trust, despondency and die like, are 
waihng in the wings to sap and swal¬ 
low the sources of happiness and 
leave mankind in a state a perpetual 
poignancy. Even now it is not too late 
to mend. Let us hasten to chisel and 
chasten the corrupted contours of 
mind, for it is mbid alone diat is the 
abode of human health, happiness 
and harmony. 
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Lawless Legislators 


Members of Parliament and Legis¬ 
lative Assmibltes are entrusted with the 
task cfframmg laws on various matters 
of public importance These laws regu¬ 
late the people's conduct and are 
designed to help maintain law and order 
But recent disorder, flouting of rules of 
conduct and exchange of mows by the 
legislators on the floor of the Legislative 
Assembly in UP indicate that some of 
tiiem are not worthy of the position they 
hold. The proposition for discussion w 
"Law-makers and others who create dis¬ 
order and defy the rules of conduct 
should be debarred from membership of 
legislatures " 

MrA Sir, ttie shocking and 
disgraceful conduct of several 
M.LA.S in the UP Assembly on 
December 16, and earlier m some 
other States, such as Tamil Nadu, 
have set many people thinking 
about the future of parliamentary 
democracy in d\is country. Rowdy 
scenes, exchange of blows, blatant 
defiance of the Speaker's directions, 
throwing of various missiles at each 
ottier, tearing off of agenda papers 
and reports and use ^ imparliamen- 
tary language against adversaries 
have lately become frequent in our 
legislatures. In one case shoes were 
hurled at rivals. But the prolonged 
and violent skirmishes between two 
groups of UP legislators on that day 
were undoubtedly disgraceful. It 
was a "no holds barred" fight with 
a vengeance and was rightly 
described by observers as the most 
shocking and the blackest day in 
India's parliamentary history. The 
intensity and duration (nearly half 
an hour) of the violent fighting 
resulted in injuries to no fewer than 
33 legislators, six staff members of 
the Assembly and a few Home 
Guards in toe pitolic galleries were 
injured in the scuffle, some of them 


seriously. A former Speaker's nose 
was broken; another M.LA. was 
treated for fractured fingers. Wordy 
duels over toe arrest of some BjfP 
leaders and toe demand for toeir im¬ 
mediate release soon led to ex¬ 
change of fisticuffs among toe 
meittoers and the hurling of all 
kinds of missiles, including glasses, 
files, microphone rods and other ar¬ 
ticles at each other. Several M.L. A.s 
tried in vain to pacify those who 
were indulging in gross violence, 
but to no avail. Reports show that 
only 16 of the 221 microphones in¬ 
stalled in the House remained in¬ 
tact; toe others were uprewted and 
used as missiles The situation 
seemed uncontrollable and the 
police had to be called to restore 
order. It was all unbelievable that 
MLAs would go to toe extent they 
did Advocates of popular rule in 
this country shook their heads in 
utter dismay and wondered 
whether the legislators who thus 
disgraced the chamber were worthy 
of being elected as MLAs—respon¬ 
sible representatives of the people. 1 
don't think anyone, not even the 
most zealous members of the politi¬ 
cal parties that were responsible for 
the ugly scenes, would defend such 
conduct These people should cer¬ 
tainly be disqualified from member¬ 
ship of the House and replaced by 
responsible persons. 

MrB While I have no desire 
whatever to defend the behaviour 
of toe guilty legislators, I would 
urge toat whenever such occurren¬ 
ces take place, we should probe the 
causes that lead to the defiance of 
the rules of conduct. When 
politicians ate provoked by wrong 
decisions and policies of the party 
in power or of some power-ob¬ 


sessed officials, furious reactions 
leading to loss of teirq^er, resort to 
violence and adoption of sudi ac¬ 
tions as throwing of missiles at 
political rivals are natural. These err¬ 
ing legislators are, after all, a part of 
the present society; they reflect toe 
trends in various sections of tiie 
people. Wherever we look, we find 
some sort of disorder, defiance of 
discipline, gross violence and cross¬ 
ing ctf the limits of decency. Who 
can deny that in recent years there 
has been a notable and continuous 
fail in the standards of parliamen¬ 
tary etiquette in various legisla¬ 
tures, both at the Central level (Lok 
Sabha) and in State capitals (Legisla¬ 
tive Assemblies). Things seem to 
have gone out of control, instead of 
blaming the MI As who indulged in 
gross violence, we should radically 
improve toe public conduct of 
everyone. This aim can be achieved 
if we ensure that legislators are edu¬ 
cated, intelligent and responsible 
people having a good background 
and known for himesty and in¬ 
tegrity. In my view toe blame for 
the disgraceful happemngs in toe 
UP Assembly lies on the electorate 
which voted for such irresponsible 
people. It seems that the voters are 
earned away by sheer rhetoric, tub 
thumping, rabble rousing, money 
and muscle power and other fac¬ 
tors. Defiance of the law has evi¬ 
dently become common, and good 
behaviour in public is becoming un¬ 
common. TTiis is a pity but it is a 
harsh reality which seems to per¬ 
petuate itself. We are all responsible 
for creating an atmosphere in which 
the lawless elements flourish. Is it 
not a fact, 1 ask, tiiat about 100 of 
the elected legislators in UP ate 
people with a criminal history. 

Some have criminal cases registeied 
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agpinst ttiem and are «mca^ dte his* 
t(»y sheeteis. Those who are adept 
in committing crimes of ^nrious 
categories indidge in lawless ac¬ 
tivity in legislatures too. But the 
surprising aspect is thatalttiough 
ttte names of the history sheetms in 
the election fray are w^ known, 
the voters still elect them for die As*- 
sembly. Similar wrong chcHces have 
been taking place in Bihar (and pos¬ 
sible in some other States also to 
some extent). Why are die common 
pec^le misled by such criminal ele¬ 
ments? We can't expect good con¬ 
duct from bad characters. So the 
fault lies with die electorate itself. If 
the people elect undesirable and in¬ 
corrigible representatives, they 
must suffer the consequences in the 
shape of rowdy MLAs and utter 
waste of public mcmey. 

MrC Sir, my predecessor has 
tried vainly to defend the indefen¬ 
sible deeds of rowdy legislators on 
the floor of the Assembly. But the 
proposition before the House is that 
sudh legislators should be dis- 
qualiSed and replaced by well 
qualified and responsible repre¬ 
sentatives. The ^stem of recall of 
elected representatives does not 
prevail in India, though it does exist 
in some countries such as Switzer- 
iand. This means that once elected, 
the MLAs will ccmtinue to remain 
legislators until the House is dis¬ 
solved. The position is indeed 
anomalous. The chosen MLAs have 
not behaved as sensible and respon¬ 
sible pec^le, but drey cannot be 
ousted. I feel that dre trouble¬ 
makers should have been dis¬ 
ciplined by their leaders; if dre latter 
have irot done the needful, they 
have let down the party and tire 
country. Reports about the ugly inci¬ 
dents in dre UP Assembly indicate 
drat two groups were responsibfe 
for the violence—the ruling BSP- SP 
and the opposition BJP which had 
several complaints to nudce. Itis in¬ 
deed a feag^y drat dre leaders of 
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both there parties did irot guide 
their members properly ai^ al¬ 
lowed drem to throw all decency 
and decorum to tire winds. Oddly 
enough/ tirere was no apology from 
anyone OurnatioraJ Ireders fee- 
quendy advise dre people not to 
carry their disputes and grievances 
to the streets but to settle them 
amicably through discussicHr round 
the table. But is it not an irony that 
the fdlowers of there very leadere 
have done worse than carrying drdr 
animosities to the streets—by grap¬ 
pling widr each other on the floor of 
the Assembly itself? The danger is 
that the quarrels may ^iO over 
from the legislative chambers onto 
the streets whenever public meet¬ 
ings are held and slogans and 
counter-slogairs are raised to voice 
dreir grievances against the Govern¬ 
ment of die day. I feel that every 
political party in a legislature 
should give adequate and timely 
training to their members regarding 
parliamentary conduct The present 
position seems to be that the legis¬ 
lators, especially those who are 
over-zealous and fired by religious 
or odier enthusiareti, just let them¬ 
selves go whenever there is a major 
provocation. Obviously, those who 
act irresponsibly and cannot control 
dieir behaviour do not deserve to be 
members of a legislature. The Elec¬ 
tion Commission itself should draw 
up and enforce rules and regula¬ 
tions to eliminate rowdy elements 
to safeguard the public interest. 

MrD Mr C has suggested 
intervention and timely action by 
the Election Commission. He 
probably has the excessive en¬ 
thusiasm of Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner T.N. Seshan in mind. Mr 
Seshan has underfeken, as part of 
his constitutional obligation, to con¬ 
duct firee and fair elections. But dte 
question is: whose duty is it to en¬ 
sure that the legislators behave in a 
responsible manner and die 
proceedings of the House are con- 


dueled in* precefuL orderly way? 
The%>eaker is required to regulate 
the pnxeedings of the House, but 
when his directirats are rqieat^ly < 
flouted and afl he can do is Iddd- i 
joum die House titnednd r ’ 
what is to be done? AU the mcmey ^ 
and enregy spent in conductii^ and . 
supervising dections so as to ensure 
a free and fair ptdl virtually go 
down the drain when rowdyism 
prevaite in die legislative chamber 
and there is confusion worse con¬ 
founded. So fer as I know, legisla¬ 
tures in other democracies are not 
afllicted by such misbehaviour of 
legislators. Wordy duds and chal¬ 
lenges and counter-challenges are of 
course there in almost every legisla¬ 
tive chamber in die world but ex¬ 
change of blows and hurling of 
missiles, including mikes and furni¬ 
ture, at each other seems to be large¬ 
ly an Indian or Asian phenomenon. 

In this country there are far too 
many aggriei^ groups, and 
grievances arise feom utter neglect, 
and discriminatory or ill-ccmcdved, 
short-sighted policies of the Govern¬ 
ment. If governmental decisions are 
taken after giving full consideration 
to the grievances of various pcditical 
groups, there would be fewer 
problems and much less chance of ' 
rowdy scenes occurring inside legis¬ 
lative chanhers. As things are, in¬ 
stances of appalling public 
misconduct occur too often. Protec¬ 
tion of the prestige of legislatures 
seems to be nobody's business. In ' 

my (pinion, the electorate should 
see to it that only well-read and 
fully responsible persons are chosen 
as legislators so duit dieir main task 
is performed in a smooth, orderly 
manner, fully in accordance with 
the ptescrtoed code of ccaiduct. 

India's firagile democracy would 
face grave dangers if the rowdy 
scenes like those witnessed in Luck¬ 
now are repeated dt other centres. 
Legislative chambers would then be¬ 
come subjects of ridkute. 
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Measures to control drug 
addiction 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to control the problons of 
drug addiction in our country. Ex* 
plain how the measures su^ested 
by you would be helpful. 

Ans. Today drug-addiction is 
being forced down the lives of the 
(vulnerable sections of societies, boti\ 
iffluentas well asdiose reeling under 
abject poverty. It is a threat posed by 
well o^anis^ maEas working hand 
in glove with the under-world dons 
across the globe. In India the problem 
hhas assiuned alarming proportions. 
Its geographical location between the 
"Golden Triangle" in the east and the 
"Golden Crescent" in the north-west 
frontier, has become an ideal conduit 
For drug-trafficking-cum-drug 
dumping. Before the problem of 
drug-addiction among the Indian 
^outh becomes too intransigent to 
rontrol, the following measures, if 
adopted in the right earnest, can go a 
long way in curbing the menace. 

1, Without fear or favour, the 
nasty nexus between die internation¬ 
al drug-barons and their local 
proteges should be broken with an 
iron l^d. In order to smash the un- 
lioly links between the two intel¬ 
ligence agencies should be 
strengdiened, especially in the bor¬ 
der States. Those caught in carrying 
out the trade should be ruthlessly 
dealt with. 

2. To those unfortunate victims, 
who have already fallen into the trap 
of drug-addiction, utmost care and 
compassion should be shown. Not 
cemtempt, but a hand of caress and a 
humane approach of understanding 
towards them are the most effective 
steps that can bring them back on the 
rails. For dtis purpose an ambitious 
but pragmatic project to train medi¬ 
cal and para-medical personnel in 
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drug de-addiction and the lehabilita- 
tion of addicts should be taken in 
hand. Since the malady is not con¬ 
fined to big cities only, efforts should 
be made to reach rural areas also, 
where drug addiction has started 
showing its i^ly teeth. 

3. Detection, dedication and 
diagnoses to bring the addicte back 
into the mainstream of life can prove 
anotoer effective measure to counter 
the problem. The help and coopera¬ 
tion of affected families and Non 
Government Organisations (NGOs) 
should be taken in ample measure. 
An extensive use of print and 
electronic media in exposing the 
deadly ramifications of drug-addic¬ 
tion can go a long way in combating 
the growing problem. 

Disappearance of forests 

Q. If all the forests in the world 
vanish all of a sudden. Give three 
possible consequences if such a 
thing happens. 

Axis. There is no denying the 
fact that forests not only breathe life 
into all types of species, they also add 
serenity and splendour to the 
landscape. Forests have stood by 
human race as their most steadfast 
friends, selfless guides and profound 
philosophers. As the most depend¬ 
able companions of human beings, 
they have helped mankind build 
such a glittering and glamorous 
civilisation as ours. God forbid, if all 
the forests in the world vani.sh all of a 
sudden, the following cruel conse¬ 
quences will follow as naturally as 
the night follows the day. 

1. The first and foremost conse¬ 
quence will be felt by the mother- 
earth. With forests vanishing 
suddenly the possibilities of deserts 
over-taking green and fertile farms 
and fields cannot be ruled out. 
Storms, cyclones, droughts and 
floods will become a routine occur¬ 


rence. The entire landscape, from cme 
end of the globe to the odier, will 
become a vast graveyard with no 
birds chirping and no animals pranc¬ 
ing. Bare and barren widtout foreste, 
the land will suffer due to water-log¬ 
ging, soil erosiem, land-slides and a 
host of other distortions. 

2. With the disappearance of 
forests, there will be an acute 
shortage of oxygen, which happens 
to be the sustaining force of all life, 
human, animal and plant. TreeB, 
which absorb a lot of poisonous pol¬ 
lution emitted by factories and 
vehicles, will no longer come to our 
rescue and as living creature we shall 
fall sick and become derelicts much 
before the onset of old age. The eco¬ 
system, which is already under 
heavy strain due to excessive pollu¬ 
tion present in air and water, shall get 
further aggravated if there are no 
forests left in the world for one reason 
or the other. In fact, living would be¬ 
come an endless nightmare for all 
and no amount of artificial props 
shall be able to take away the sting 
which the vanishing of forests will 
inject into every life. 

3. Fire-wood gatherers, a 
majority of whom are extremely 
poor, will be left high and dry when 
there are no forests left in the world. 
Industries using raw materials 
provided by forests shall close down 
and thus render millions of workers 
jobless. Since medicinal herbs, com¬ 
ing from forests, will vanish, 
manufacture of medicines imder all 
systems of medical science will come 
to a halt. Therefore, the very idea of 
forests vanishing all of a sudden 
sends paralytic d^l down the spine. 

President's rule for 
impartial elections 

Q. Some people feel dial for 
fair and impartial elections Hiere 
should be President's rule in die 



couniiy tiiree iiionth» before ttie 
Gttteod Electioni. Give your views 
on the above statement. Substan> 
tiate your views by giving instances, 
examples from your own ex¬ 
perience, reading and knowledge. 

Ahs. There is no gainsaying the 
hict tiiat etenud vigilance on the part 
of the people is the price of 
democracy. Coupled with this 
assertion are the requirements of 
free, fair and fearless elections held 
periodically. When vigilance slack¬ 
ens, democracy goes off the rails 
and gets corrupted and when an im- 
pr^sion, rightly or wrongly, goes 
round that elections have been 
rigged, people tend to become cyni¬ 
cal and sometimes alienated. In 
order to avoid such an ugly situa¬ 
tion, some people feel that for fair 
and impartial elections there 
should be President's rule in the 
country, three months before the 
General Elections. There is no 
harming in giving a fair trial to the 
suggestion. 

However, to implement this the 
Constitution will have to be amended 
so that the entire country. Centre as 
well as States, are brought under 
President's rule three months 
before the General Elections. 
Recently such an experiment was 
done in Pakistan where elections to 
the National as well as State as¬ 
semblies were held under the su¬ 
pervision of care-taker 
governments headed by non-poUti- 
cal persons of eminence. The con¬ 
duct of elections, was, by and large, 
quite fair and free in the neighbour¬ 
ing country. If a similar step is 
brought about in India also, it can 
justifiably deprive all political par¬ 
ties from misusing government 
machinery for promoting party in¬ 
terests during elections. Such a 
move can also ensure free and im¬ 
partial elections. 

For the successful implementa¬ 
tion of die objective of holding impar¬ 
tial elections, -die rt^e of care-taker 
government at the Centre and that of 
governors in the States is very crucial. 
The appointment of governors as die 


agents of one or die other political 
party will not deliver die goods. 

Recent elections to some State as¬ 
semblies have shown that if die State 
administrations under President's 
rule act according to die letter and 
spirit of the Consdtudon and the 
guidelines issued by the Election 
Commission, elections can be held 
not only freely and impartially but 
without violence and blood-shed. 
Perhaps for the first time after 
many years, elections have been 
conducted in an atmosphere of 
security, where only a few stray 
cases of booth-capturing or rig¬ 
ging were reported. Such aberra¬ 
tions were quickly rectified 
because the element of political in¬ 
terference by State bosses was not 
allowed to poke its dirty nose in 
the election process. All said and 
done, the recent experiences at 
home, and in Pakistan, amply 
prove that under President's rule 
elections are generally free, fair 
and fearless. 

Seniority alone for 
promotion in services 

Q. "Promotions in all services 
should be based on seniority alone 
and not on the basis of merit." Give 
two arguments in favour and two 
argumento against the given state¬ 
ment. 

Arguments in favour of the 
statement 

1. Whether the services are in 
public (including government) sector 
or in the private sector, the ends of 
justice demand that all promotions 
should not only be time-bound but 
also be based on seniority alone. 
Such an adherence to the principle 
of seniority would protect the inter¬ 
ests of all employees and they 
would not be forced to demean 
themselves by carrying favours 
with their superiors. Promotions 
on seniority alone would offer job 
as well as ego satisfaction to all 
those who look forward to going up 
the ladder in the hierarchical order 
of services and thus earn the 
honour of promotion whenever 
due. 


2. If seniority is made the sole 
oiterkm. for {womotfon* nuK^ of ^ 
stigma of favouritism, n^tinm, pp>- 
s(^ prejudices Unid litm arid dis¬ 
like of the supoicn' cheers would 
lose fheir teeth and atmosphere in of- 
flees would beccxne both congenial 
and tension-free. Needless to 
reiterate tiiat tiie cardinal guarantees 
of security of service and promotion 
on seniority alone, are foe crying 
need of the hour, when employees 
are highly agitated over the momen¬ 
tous changes being talked about in 
tile name of 'Hbei^isation' and the 
like. 

Arguments against the statement 

1. The irony of Indian situa¬ 
tion is that persons working in the 
public sector, tend to become 
lethargic and rude with the pas¬ 
sage of time and develop vested 
interests in keeping efficiency and 
proficiency at bay. By making 
seniority alone as the basis for 
promotion in services, we would 
be putting premium on inefficien¬ 
cy, indiscipline and mediocrity. 
Such a policy would also kill the 
instincts of initiative, innovation 
and inventiveness among such 
employees as are quite junior in 
service and hence ineligible for 
promotion. The principle of equat¬ 
ing a horse with an ass is the bane 
of most services today. 

2. In science and technology 
departments, if the really deserving 
or meritorious employees, thou^ 
junior, jump the queue before time, 
the heavens would not fall. 
Moreover, such promotions on merit 
would put a new enthusiasm amoig 
young scientists and otiier technical 
personnel to put their heart and soul 
in the job rather than iod( for greener 
pastures abroad. Those who are db- 
sessed with the criterion of pitano- 
tion on seniority alone, foil to see 
beyond their nose and tfius play foul 
with tile careers of budding scientists 
and other professionals who have 
merit alone on titeir side. 
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ASeUMENIAriON 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Coalition Cabinets—^Best 
Remedy? 

Q. "In view of a "hung" parUa> 
ment and "hung" State Assemblies 
in the country, coalition govern¬ 
ments should be formed to ensure 
stable administrations." Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against fois view. 

Ans. During the past fm years no 
politkal party Im dbtainal an absolute 
majority in Parliament. Instead, two 
large groups, ideologically opposed to 
each other, Ivave emerged in the legisla¬ 
ture and, as a result, attempts have been 
made to form a stable minatry by secur¬ 
ing the support of minor groups and 
some Independents whose loyalty is not 
certain. The latter may switch their sup¬ 
port to any leader who can a^ffer thm 
more allurements in some form — mini¬ 
sterships or other attractive posts carry¬ 
ing patronage and numerous perks and 
privileges. This inevitably leads to un¬ 
stable ministries, uncertain decisions 
and recurring confusion in the policy 
making arena. In November, 1993, the 
former President of India, Mr R. 
Venkataraman, advocated a coalition 
government at the Centre to ensure 
political stability. The "queer 
experiment" of parties offering support 
frcmi outside, he pointed out, h^ proved 
to be “a total disaster". 

Arguments For die View 

1. "Hung legislatures" at the 
Centre and in some of the States have 
lately become common. The trend 
was confirmed by the November, 
1993 elections in five States, some of 
which provided mbced verdicts, with 
no party being in a position to forma 
stable ministry and leaders of the 
large groups going all out to win the 
support of indepwident legislators to 
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ensure a majority. Since diis trend is 
likely to continue in the years to 
come, coalition Cabinets are die best 
way to avoid the formadon of shaky 
ministries and constant horse trad¬ 
ing. 

2. Political stability at the Centre 
is essential for ensuring smooth 
economic development and iminter- 
rupted pursuit of policies in accord¬ 
ance with the party programme. The 
hotchpotch arrangement made by 
the leader of die largest group in the 
legislature had rendered the minority 
government at the Centre ineffwtive. 
The country has suffered much as a 
result of such ministries. 

3. The disinclination of some 
large parties to join die government 
because of political rivalry and to 
share power with like-minded par¬ 
ties has been mainly responsible for 
confused policies and lack of clear 
direction in official programmes. In 
the absence of a clear majority, firm 
decisions are not possible; eadi time 
a compromise has to be worked out. 

4. Minority governments have 
been in power at the Centre in recent 
years. Much of die time of die Prime 
Minister has to be spent in edorts to 
maintain the party in power and 
shield it against onslaughts by a 
strong, noisy opposition. When the 
Prime Minister has to look constantly 
over his shoulders to ensure diat 
diere is no nibbling at his supporters 
by professional "topplers", die ad¬ 
ministration remains neglected and 
the country continually suffers. 
Hand-to-mouth political existence is 
not advisable in the national interest. 

5. "Hung legislatures" and coali¬ 
tion governments exist in many 
countries today. The experiment of 


coalition governments has been suc¬ 
cessful in several democracies since it 
eliminates uncertainty and generally 
makes smoodi administration pos¬ 
sible. 

Arguments Against die View 

1. Coalition ministries are 
generally based on unprincipled al¬ 
liances. They imply sacrifice of prin¬ 
ciples and ideolo^es which on die 
basis of the political groups have con¬ 
tested the elections. Abandonment of 
principles with which a political 
party is associated amounts to 
betrayal of the electorate's con¬ 
fidence. 

2. Whenever a situation arises in 
which the voters' verdict is am¬ 
biguous, the best remedy is not to go 
in for artificial and unlasting allian¬ 
ces just for the sake of seizing power 
or maintaining the party hold, but to 
hold another election. The people 
would then be able to give a clearer or 
fresh verdict. Ministries formed on 
the basis of confusing verdicts will 
generally be unable to formulate 
precise, sound and durable policies. 

3. In a coalition the leaders of dif¬ 
ferent groups or parties simply 
evolve a compromise or working ar¬ 
rangement to share power. Such min¬ 
istries cannot, by their very nature, 
remain stable. As soon as one link in 
the chain becomes loose or snaps be¬ 
cause its demands have been turned 
down by its larger partneiv the entire 
set-up breaks. 

4. A multi-party sj^m always 
leads to coalition ministries whose 
tenure is generally short and whidh 
cannot inclement specific program¬ 
mes because of uncotain periods 
power. But a re-dection may facilitate 
die emergence of fewer groups and 



fomuition of stable set-iq}s. Tbe ex> 
pendituie on fresh elections would 
bewordtwhlle. 

S. An improvised combination of 
heterogeneous political elements 
caimot last Icmg. No ministry can be 
effective unless it is sure 6f a 
reasonably kmg tenure. Coalitirms in 
multi-party set-ups are merely "suc¬ 
cessions of starts and stops"--baf- 
fling phenomena. 

India and Security 
Council 

Q. "Since the case of aspirants 
for permanent membership of the 
UN Security Council will 
presumably be decided ru>t on merit 
but on the chessboard of world 
politics, it would be advisable for 
India not to seek the exalted status." 
Give arguments For and Against this 
view. 

Ans. At the end of Noiiember, 1993, 
the UN General Assembly opened a 
debate on the question of expanding the 
15-membcr Security Council in lesponse 
to suggestions made by Germany, Japan 
and some other large developing nations 
who would like to have permanent mem¬ 
bership of this body. A U.N. loorking 
group is to make a series of recommenda¬ 
tions on the issue later in 1994. In 1990- 
92, India ms an elected member cf the 
Council for a two-year term under a sys¬ 
tem (frotatwn. Earlier also, it had served 
on the Council. This time India is openly 
seeking permanent membership in a 
reshuffle on certain grounds including 
democratisation cf the U.N. structure. 
What are its chances of getting elated to 
the Security Council? Would it be proper 
and advisable for this country to do the 
requisite worldwide campaigningfor this 
purpose and elicit support? There are 
several plus points and at least an equal 
number of minus points in this debate. 

' Arguments For the View 

1. Germany and Japan, the 
world's new economic giants, have a 
much stronger case for meirdrership 
of the UN Council than India. In d\e 
international comity of nations 
economic strengdi and influence 
counts, not pleas on otfier grotmds 


such as the population and the need 
for recognition other grounds. The 
existing membae of foe Council do 
not seem to foink that India has a 
strong claim. TN lack of their sup¬ 
port virtual^ queers foe pitd\ for this 
country. 

2. India foould have ik> illusion 
about the fact that almost foe attire 
West, and also many countries of the 
East, would back Garmany and Japan 
for a Courtcil berth rather than India. 
This country is not regarded as a 
highly advanced entity or capable of 
making its voice felt in the U.N. and 
other international fora. 

3. According to legal experts, for 
any change in the membership pat¬ 
tern of foe Security Council, the UN 
Charter will have to be amended. 
That will require the unanimous sup 
port of the Council's five pemument 
members. Reports show that the Big 
Five would not like to go that far, not 
for accommodating India anyway. 
These powers would naturally like to 
prolong their virtual monopoly of 
power as long as possible. 

4. The other important countries 
deserving permanent membership of 
the CouncU admittedly have gl^al 
interests; they have made substantial 
contributions to world security and 
UN peace-keeping operations. They 
are enviously in a much better posi¬ 
tion to discharge foe responsibilities 
of permanent Council members. 
Why should India, which is nowhere 
near the position those countrKs oc¬ 
cupy, suffer the humiliation of a 
major defeat in the race for higher 
status? 

Arguments Against the View 

1. India is the second most 
populous country and is the world's 
largest democracy. Any internatiortal 
organisation that does iK>t allot a pei> 
manent seat to India cannot be 
desaibed as really representative of 
humanity. Justice demands an early 
corrective 

2. Wh«i the UN was formed way 
back in 1945, India was not an inde¬ 
pendent country and its omission 


from the Council's central body was 
understandable. But India became a 
sovereign entity in 1947 and its claim 
to a permanent seat is now qi|^ , 
strong. The rotational ;formi^, iuiH 
cording to which India g^ a ctonce 
to serveon foe CouncUfor a twoyear 
term when the turn of foe Asian 
region comes, is grosaty unfah to fois 
country in view of its contmental 
dimoisions, its importance as leader 
of foe Third World and an emerging 
power in its own right. It ^unild not 
be equated wifo small countries. 

3. The argument that India is an 
economically weak country is not 
valid because weak and much 
smaller countries such as Britain and 
even France were appointed per¬ 
manent members of tiw Couruil at 
the time the UN was constituted. 
TYue, foey were among foe victesrs of j 
the World War but is a war victory oF ! 
sorts an adequate criterion for eleva- j 
tion to the Sorority Council on a per¬ 
manent basis? Besides, India is now ! 
industrially advanced and 
economicably well off. 

4. After the dissolution of foe 
Soviet Union, about two years ago, 
Russia was automatically allotted foe 
Soviet Union's seat in foe Security 
Council, although Russia is a pale 
shadow of the erstwhile USSR. 
United and highly progressive India 
certainly deserves to secure a Coun¬ 
cil seat. Why should foe five per- 
nuinent men^rs continue to have a 
monopoly of power despite foe sig¬ 
nificant changes in foe internation^ 
situation. 

5. Pakistan and other menfoers of 
foe Organisation of Islamic Countries 
(OIC) will almost certainly oppose 
India's inclusion in foe CouridI but 
are these countries to be allowed to 
halt the course of justice and fair play. 
Their stand is based on political and 
communal prejudices. It must be 
noted that India has m<»% Muslims 
foarr any of these O.I.C. countries in¬ 
dividually. 

6. India is not without sup¬ 
porters. Third World countries sudi 


FEBRUARY *94 CQMPETTT10N MASISR S» 


«s Nigeria, Vietrum, Brazil, South 
and North Korea, Cuba and Zim¬ 
babwe, for instance, are likely to back 
Inch's claim on merit. The end of the 
i^old War has largely lifted foe veto 
threat which once paralysed the 
working of foe U.N. So it is now an 
opien, unhindered contest. 

Cable TV and Children 

Q. talents' efforts to prevent 
childien from watching cable TV 
programmes are not only unwar¬ 
ranted but also unwise." Do you 
agree with this view? Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against it 

Ans. During the past couple of 
\fears, cabk TV fm spread fist in almost 
all toxons and cities. We find such TV 
installed in the homes even of lower mid¬ 
dle class people, not to speak of the rich 
families. The fee for cable fittings is low 
and within reach of a}untless people. 
Since many cf the programmes presented 
on the TV screen are not quite decent 
from the moral and ethical standards, 
many parents do tlwir best to prevent 
their children from watching such 
programmes. Their efibrt is to "save" 
them from what are belieoed to be cor¬ 
rupting influences. Where a complete 
ban on chiUren watching cable TV is not 
practicable, the attempt on the part of the 
elders is to reduce the exposure to 
"indecent" programmes to the barest 
minimum. But experience has shown 
that all such attempts prove of no avail. 
Would it be advisable in such cir¬ 
cumstances to allow children to see cable 
TV programmes as long as they wish? 

Arguments For the View 

1. On November 25, 1993, a US 
Federal Court struck down as uncon¬ 
stitutional a legal provision intended 
to protect children from indecent 
tel^ision programmes. The Federal 
Communications Commission of 
that country had restricted indecent 
TV and radio broadcasts to the hours 
between midnight and 6 a.m. when 
children are asleep. But a boich of the 
US Court of Appeals set aside the 
order arguing that in trying to shield 
(hildren, foe Conunission issuing the 
restrictive order did not adequately 


consider the Rrst Amendment of the 
American Coivstitution which grants 
absolute rights to adults to see all 
programmes on any medium of 
entertainment and information. 

2. The US court also struck down 
the Commission's prohibition on 
material that is obscene and sexually 
explicit, or encourages illegal acts on 
cable duinnels reserved fOT public, 
educatioiutl or government use. S\ue- 
ly the court, comprising senior 
judges, was aware of the possible 
damage to children's mental outlook 
and moral conduct, when it ex¬ 
pressed its opinitm. 

3. The court ruling is by no means 
an isolated verdict but only foe latest 
in a series of judicial decisions aimed 
at defining how foe Government may 
balance the desire of many people to 
quarantine offensive material while 
preserving the Constitutional 
guarantee of free speech and heedom 
of action in this arena. The court was 
of foe view that the Government had 
not been able to establish the com¬ 
pelling nature of any interest in sup¬ 
pressing constitutionally protected 
material in order to safeguard 
abstract privacy of the home at the 
expense of foe Constitution. 

4. The Indian Constitution too 
guarantees freedom of thought and 
expression (in the Chapter on Fun¬ 
damental Rights), with certain limita¬ 
tions, but none of these limitations 
mentions any restriction on anyone, 
young or old, watching TV program¬ 
mes, whichever foe sponsors or the 
channels. 

5. We do not, in fact cannot, 
prevent children from buying and 
reading cheap or immoral literature 
easily available in bookshops and at 
bus stands. If we toy to check them, 
the children will read such ex¬ 
plosive material on the sly and thus 
team to cheat and defy their parents 
secretly. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. There is all the difference in the 
world between elders watching cable 
TV or other programmes (wlutever 


their moral and efoical standards) 
and lettmg dtildren also foil freedom 
to see siKh programmes. It is dtt duty 
of parents to save the children from 
developing wrong notions and learn¬ 
ing immoral habits. Parents who do 
not save their children horn such coiv 
rupting influences fail in foeir duty. 
Surely, they should not let the 
children's morals be ruined in any 
way. 

2. Children have hi^ly sensitive 
minds; whatever foey see or hear has 
an effect on'foeir thitUcing and habits. 
They cannot sift the trufo from false¬ 
hood and mere glitter hrom foe 
reality: Many cases are known of 
children developing wremg impres¬ 
sions of life, learning to commit im¬ 
moral acts even committing murders, 
after seeing criminal and immoral ac¬ 
tions by heroes on the screen and im¬ 
itating foe misdeeds of villains in film 
stories. 

3. Films, "soap operas" and 
serials shown on Doordarshan are 
generally subjected to censorship. 
The Government of India does not 
permit obscene songs and actions on 
the screen and thus tries to protect the 
morals of children of all ages; on the 
other hand, cable TV, with all sorts of 
programmes projected on foe screen, 
is not under constant checks and cen¬ 
sorship. The result is foat program¬ 
mes, including immoral and intimate 
love scenes, which are not infrequent 
in foreign films, are shown to Indian 
audiences also. Some of the scenes 
grossly violate Indian moral stand¬ 
ards. Surely we must not allow 
children to be exposed frequently to 
naked dances by attractive female 
models and actresses. The younger 
generation will thus get wrong no¬ 
tions of things. 

4. While Indian TV programmes 
are educative and mformative also; 
cable TV concentrates on utter trash, 
and cheap, demoralising entertain¬ 
ment. it seldom imesents instructive 
material. Decent people in fact dislike 
cable TV, though the craze for it is 
spreading. 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

♦ JPC report indicts tinanOal system ♦ Indo-Pak talks end 
without progress * Janata Dal break-up ♦ Another major 
Scandal ♦ Chaos in Nagaland ♦ New Demand for Tribal State 

♦ Caste Issue in Bengal a Indla-Uzbekisttm rNatkms ♦ Tamil 
Nadu: hkHJ^epmses bison quota ♦ PowerpoSey opposed ♦ EC 
order on l-cards a “DisappeararKOs" Scandal a Soaring cost 
of Democracy a Malhotra ComnUttee favours evening up of 
Insurance sector a j S K: BJP blasts Clinton offer a President's 
rule in Manipur a 

JPC report indicts financial 
system 

T he Joint Parliamentary Committee on the mega 
securities scam, headed by Mr Ram Niwas Mirdha, 
tabled its 474-page report in the Parliament on December 
21,1993. It has indicted the entire financial system of the 
country and its major supervisors. The report came down 
heavily on the Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, the 
Union Health Minister, Mr B. Shankranand, the Minister, 
of Slate for Rural Development, Mr Rameshwar Thakur 
and former Petroleum Minister in the Chandra Shekhar 
government, Mr S.P. Malaviya. 

The JPC report has also indicted ministries of 
Petrolium and Fertilisers, Railways and Civil Aviation for 
turning a blind eye towards irregular investments made 
by the public sector undertakings under ttiem. Former 
governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Mr S. 
Venkitaramanan and the two deputy governors, Mr 
Amitava Ghosh and Mr R. Janakiraman have been held 
responsible for RBI's contribution to the scam. 

The report said that if RBI had not turned a blind eye 
to the massive irregularities in banking transactions be¬ 
tween July 1991 and April 1992, when thousands of crores 
of rupees were diverted to the stock market, it would not 
have been possible for some brokers to play havoc with 
the system. 

The committee also noted that while foreign banks 
had treated the RBT in a casual manner, Btere were no 
traces of strong action against them. The report specifical¬ 
ly cited Citibank as a prime culprit. 'Tt is the excessive 
accommodation shown to foreign banks, by the top 
management of RBI, that imparted arrogance to these 
banks to describe as “market practice", what was infact 
blatant flouting of RBI directives. The foreign banks even¬ 
tually emerged as the originators as also the biggest 
players in the scam." 

The JPC has also found that the nominee directors in 
the RBI board had neither noticed the irregularities nor 


effectively discharged their role on the board of 
nationalist banks. Ihe report has recommended thattiie 
RBI nominees should be dispensed widi. 

It has also been noted that while junior officets of the 
RBI had been regularly filing in^jection reports, pointing 
out numerous irregularities, the top management failed to 
act over a period of several years. A stem action against 
erring officers has been tecomrmmded. 

The committee has recommended that special 
scrutiny should be cairied out by tiie RBI in all the mreign 
banks involved in the scam, and the questiem erf disallow¬ 
ing repatriation of profits through irregular securities 
transactions and other malpractices be considered. It is 
necessary that stringent pemities, inducting suspension 
of their licences, are imposed on these banla keeping in 
view the extent of iiregularities indulged in by each 
them. Legal action should be pursued both in India and 
the foreign country concerned. 

On Indian banks, the committee has stated that tiie 
State Bank of India hierarchy, from t<^ to bottom, was 
casual in its approach, negligent in the performance of its 
duties and unpardonable in their collusion with brokers. 
It has further recommended that the CBI should purstie 
tire cases lodged against officials involved in tire scam. 

The report also highlights several serious ir¬ 
regularities on stock exchanges and calls for tightening 
laws governing their operation. It has also recommended 
stringent guidelines for private mutual funds. 

In a significant ebservation, the report has described 
the transactions behind the Rs 2 crore loan by Mr Ftiten 
Dalai to Goldstar Steel and Alloys Ltd as "ddbious in 
nature". It has called for a thorough inquiry to get at the 
bottom of the truth by a joint team consisting of tite CM, 
the income tax department, SEBI, the department of com¬ 
pany affairs and the RBI. 

The Committee-has also questioned tite so-called 
audit sub-committee of the board of Goldstar, and tite 
board itself, which had given a clean chit to ^e Prime 
Minister's son, Mr P.V. Prabhakara Rao. The report has 
claimed that a clean bill was given to Mr Rao on the basis, 
of insufficient audit reports prepared at short notice. 

The report has also made pointed reference to a clear 
nexus between industry and banks. 

One of the reasems pointed for tite scam to have 
broken out, is tite large amount of surplus funds avaiUble 
with public sector units, which were deployed for 
portfolio management sdtemes by banks, oftm in viobh 
tion of guidelines. The report suggests titat banks should 
be barred from accepting funds for portfolio management 

FEBRUARY *84 COMPETmON MASTB4 m, 


sdtemes and other similar schemes from public sector 
undertaking. 

; The' Finance Minister/ Dr Mannwhan Singh has been 
cdtkwied for not responding to the rise in share prices. The 
repciR notes, "it is sad that the ^urt in share prkes or the 
abhoianal behaviour of the stock market had not beet 
discussed (in die meeting widi stock brokers in March 
1992), despite d\e fact that he (Dr Manmohan Sinj^) was 
Stated to be greatly concerned aboutthe rising share prices 
and had remain^ alert to die behaviour of the stock 
market from even as early as September 1991." 

The }FC has rejected the contention of Dr Manmohan 
Singh that he could not be held responsible for ad< 
ministrative failures of banks and financial institutions. 
Dr Singh had contended that he had "more direct 
responsibility" in the matters of revenue and expenditure. 

"Such a distinction", the JPC held, "cannot be sus¬ 
tained by the Constitutional jurisprudence under which 
the parliamentaty system works." Further, the JPC has 
clearly stated that "the responsibility and accountability 
of the Finance Minister to Parliament cannot be denied.'^' 

The report also held that Mr Shankranand and Mr 
Malaviya, both former chairmen of the Oil India Develop¬ 
ment B^rd (OIDB), need not have assumed the respon¬ 
sibilities for placement of OIDB funds. The report said that 
this was not a "healthy" practice and concluded that the 
two did not discharge their responsibilities in "con¬ 
sonance with the high office held by them". 

As for the allegation of Rs one crore pay-off to the 
Prime Minister by Harshad Mehta, the report makes no 
recommendation except recounting die evidence placed 
before it. However, a recommendation has been made to 

Lok Sabha Speaker to consider initiating contempt 
proceedings against Harshad Mehta for breach of 
privil^e, for giving false evidence and for misleading the 
committee. 

With regard to brokers, the JPC has recommended 
that the whole system of empanelment of brokers by 
baidcs, particularly public sector banks, be re-examined. 
The veiy need to engage brokers for inter-bank securities 
transactions has been questioned. 

Resignation of Dr Manmohan Singh: On December 
24, 1993, the Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, 
resigned in wake of the adverse comments about him in 
the JPC report. Aldiough there was nothing in the report 
that reflected on the personal integrity or credibility of Dr 
Sngh, he resigned thus upholding die tradition of ac¬ 
countability. However, the Prime Minister Mr Narasimha 
Rao did not accept his resignation. 

PM assures to take corrective action if needed: The 
two-day long debate in both the Houses of Parliament, 
over the JPC report, ended on December 30,1993, with an 
iteswance from the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, that the government was determined to take correc¬ 
tive action "wherever action was called for". 

However, the debate was marked by walk-out by the 
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entire qvpositiGn in the Lok Sabha. 

The Finance Minister reiterated diat the goveounent 
would come back to the House widiin three mondis widi 
an item-by-item acdm^lan in response to die recommen¬ 
dations made by the JPC. He saki that4he securities scam 
was a condiination of bodi systems failure and human 
failure. Putting a strong dden<% of himself he said: "I do 
not guilty on any of the charges levelled against me 

The Finance Minister said die JPC, which in his view 
produced a 'thought provoking report' and highlighted 
serious weaknesses in the functioning of the country's 
financial system, had levelled four spedfre types of char¬ 
ges. These were: Failure to anticipate die probtem, failure 
to respond to it properly, failure to manage the consequen¬ 
ces and failure to apply immediate corrective measures. 
Chi all these counts, the Finance Minister said, the govern¬ 
ment had taken the requisite steps. 

He said that weakness^ had been persisting since the 
eighties and were exploited by an unscrupulous group of 
stock brokets in an irregular and illegal manner. "It is a 
matter of deep personal regret for me to say that these got 
accentuated during the first nine months of my taking 
over as the Finance Minister", he said. But he immediately 
pointed out that the government was determined to 
punish those who have thus robbed die country. 

The opposition, however, felt that by putting forward 
clever arguments the government was hiding its 
negligence, inaction and cavalier attitude in taking effec¬ 
tive steps to prevent the country's biggest-ever financial 
scandal. They demanded the resignation of those mini¬ 
sters against whom the JPC had made adverse comments. 
Some members even demanded the resignation of the 
entire government. 

Indo-Pak talks end without 
progress 

T he seventh round of India-Pakistan Secretary-level 
talks over the disputed State of Kashmir were held in 
Islamabad on January 2 and 3, 1994, after a break of 
seventeen months. However, no progress was made. Even 
after more than seven hours over two days, the two 
foreign secretaries couldn't even agree on a date for 
another round of talks. 

The position of the two countries differed dramatical¬ 
ly on Kashmir. Wide India talked about the Simla agree¬ 
ment, Pakistan said that it respected it, but this did not 
mean it could not utilise the UN resolutions on Kashmir. 

According to the Indian side, the UN resolutions were 
no longer relevant. 

As for die continuation of the talks, Mr Mahammed 
Shahiyar Khan, foreign secretary of Pakistan, demanded 
that before there are any more talks India should end 
human rights abuses against Muslims in Kashmir. "We 
wiU not s^edule any talks, eidwr at the foreign secretary 
level or any other level, until there is a visible improve- 



ment in Indkn«hdd KaaKirar", he said, 

AlUiough dteie were no pnK;<mditions from the In¬ 
dian ade, ror ccmfinumg the bilateral dialogue, Mr Dixit 
indicated that the atmosphere in Kashmir would impinge 
on the finahaation of agreements on force reduction in 
Siachin, die maintenance of a stable Une of craitiol, a 
maritime boundary in Sir Creek and nuclear non¬ 
proliferation and disarmament arranganents. 

Mr Dixit maintained that in his meetings widi the 
Pakistani President and Prime Minister, both leaders 
stressed that they wanted the bilateral process to (Continue 
and that they did not want the momentum started by the 
present talks to be lost. This, of course, was at variance 
with the public statements issues in Pakistan, both before 
and after the talks. 

Janata Dal break-up 

W ITH the Ajit Singh faction opting out to form a 
separate group, the janata Dal, whose factions had 
merged to form a complete entity once again, is now on 
the rocks. Severing his ties with the JD (B), Mr Ajit Singh, 
leader of JD (A), announced on December 21 diat as his 
party was technically still alive, he had decided to revive 
its political activities. His faction had decided to part 
company with the Janata Dal (B) as it appeared that the 
other side had unilaterally decided against the merger. Mr 
Singh charged top Dal leaders Mr Shared Yadav, Mr Ram 
Vilas Paswan and the Bihar Chief Minister Mr Laloo 
Prasad Yadav with thwarting the reunification efforts. 

Ajit Singh joins Congress (I): Mr Ajit Singh and nine 
MPs of the Janata Dal (A) on December 30,1993 joined 
Congress giving the ruling party an absolute majority in 
the lok Sabha. As a result the Congress in the Lok Sabha 
now has a membership of 266 against the earlier 256. The 
merger is described as without any condition. Mr Ajit 
Singh said that the need of the hour was to strengthen 
secular forces and at present only the Congress would do 
it. The BJP described the merger as "another example of 
unprincipled politics". 

Another major Scandal 

A llegations of a money laundering operation in¬ 
volving crores of rupees were made in Parliament cm 
December 22,1993, against Capt Satish Sharma, Minister 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas. The charge was that he 
had received remittances from questionable sources 
abroad, through his brother who had settled in the US. It 
I was also alleged that he had "made substantial invest¬ 
ments abroad in various ways in violation of die country's 
laws". But the Minister denied all these charges. He also 
denied the allegation that he had been involved in bank¬ 
ing investigations in the US regarding questionable in- 
VKtments ^road or had disclosed government policy to 
uhaudiorised people before any official announcement. 

Capt Sharma, however, admitted that he had received 
. remittances valued at about Rs 43 lakh from his younger 


brother, Mr Giri^ Kumar S^nna. The funds were 
received ffirough regular banking dumnds between 19% 
and 1992 and rdlect^ in his iiicome tax returns, he added. 
He pointed out tiiat his brother had his own professional 
management services in the US and had no business in 
India. 

The statement came at the end of persastoit demands 
ffrom the opposition for two da^ for a clarification from 
the minister. The opposition, whidh had been cUunouring 
for a detaUed discussiem on the charge, was not sat»ffed 
with the statement. Capt Sharma told Parliament ffiat die 
allegations were baseless, unfounded, politcally 
motivated and deserved to be rejected outright as they 
were intended to damage his reputation. 

Chaos in Nagaland 

T he law and order situation in highly sensitive 
Nagaland has been deteriorating despite the posting 
of mote military personnel in the area. While inter-tribal 
warfare between the Nagas and Kukis continues, the 
stepped up activity of the Naga insurgents, led by the 
National S^alist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), has sent 
alarm signals to Delhi. Many factors are responsible for 
this development. The real problem is the political and 
bureaucratic failure in Nagaland and neighbouring 
Manipur. The administrative functioning has Been so 
poor that the Army was compelled to deploy troc^s to 
.keep the Dimapur-Kohima-lmphal road free cl insurgent 
influence. These States have been using tiieir capable 
armed police as well as some Assam Rifles formations for 
static duties like guarding the VIPs. This has not only 
enabled the NSCN guerillas to move around fleely but 
also emboldened them to strike at the Army, which tiiey 
have begun doing with alarming regularity. Local 
politicians also have been responsible in ccxisiderabla 
measure for this state of affairs. But tiie Central govern¬ 
ment has not intervened even after the outoreak of severe 
rioting that has claimed hundreds of Kuki and Naga lives 
this year. 

There seems to be a drift. In addition to the problems 
of ethnic and inter-tribal disputes and the resurgence of 
the anti-Indian Naga sentiment, the area is severely af¬ 
flicted by drugs and attendant HIV. It serves as an entry 
point for drugs from the proximate Golden Triangle are en 
mule to Europe and America via Indian and Bangladerii 
ports. The cult of the gun, fuelled by easy availability of 
weapons from Burma ancl Bangladesh, serves to wcusen 
the problems. 

The situation apparently calls for a Ktizo-type accord 
with the Nagas. Reports show tiiat a prominent Naga 
leader Muivah is now willing to and his decades old 
armed insurgency if certain assurances are given bv New 
Delhi. 

New Demand for Tribal State 


W ith the passage of time and the Central 
Government's occasional dimbdown, demands for 
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sqxaate homelands have been increasing. The latest is a 
for a tribal homeland raised in trouble-tom Assam. 
Rabhas, a dominant tribal community, have started 
demanding an autonomous State and self-rule. Feeling of 
alienation and exploitation by the mainstream have com¬ 
pelled the Rabhas to demand "Rabha Hasong" or a Rab- 
haland in southern Assam. The 900,000stnmg community 
is cortcentrated in the soutttem parts of d^e State border¬ 
ing Meghalaya, but many of ttiem are scattered around in 
the districts of Darrang, Nalbari and Kokrajhar. 

Their main demmid is to create the "Rabha Hasong 
(Rabhaland) Autcmomous State" within Assam extending 
from Jc^rar^uchi in Goalpara district to Rani of Kamrup 
district. 


The other demands include a "Rabha Hasong 
autcmomous district" within Darrang district in nor^ 
Assam and die creation of autonomous council in four 
Rabha populated districts. They have demanded a 
"Rabha Hascmg autonomous village council" in the dis¬ 
tricts of Bongaigaon, Barpeta, Dhemaji, Nagacm, Lakhim- 
pur, Dibrugarh, Karbi Angiong and Dcmoria areas of 
Kamrup. The movement received a boost when they were 
given unexpected importance and recognition by the State 
Government, as the Chief Minister, Mr Hiteswar Saikia, 
proposed "limited autonomy" to ^bhas on the floor of 
the State Assembly. 

Caste issue in Bengal 


power structure in the rural areas, which is domihated by 
the CPM, has grown formidable in dte years of Left Frcmt 
rule, with die panchayats forming die backbone of sup¬ 
port. 

India-Uzbekistan relations 

Visit of President Karimov 

T he President of Udiekistan, Mr Islam Karimov, ar¬ 
rived on January 3,1994 on a three-day official visit to 
India. He was accompained by a high-level delegadcm 
and sou^t India's cooperaticm in helping Uzbetotan 
develop economically. Mr Karimov said that his visit was 
intended to explore the possibility of larger trade between 
the two countries. His country had a vast potential in 
natural resources and would like to associate die Indian 
business community in dieir development. 

Six agreements on cccaiomic ccmperation, trade, joint 
ventures, science and technology, transport and transit 
and telecommunications were signed. Both countries 
reiterated their resolve to fight tmrorism and religious 
fundamentalism. 

Several items for bilateral trade were identified 
during the discussions. Uzbekistan will export urea, 
refined copper, zinc, molybdenum, secondary 
aluminium, among other commodities, and India will 
export pesticides, tea, medicines, packaging materials, 
coffee, pepper and cardamom. 


A new caste war threat has been posed in "red bastion" 
West Bengal by no less a person than the leader of the 
Bahujan Samaj Party, Mr Kanshi Ram. Caste has made a 
backdoor entry into West Bengal politics and is scheduled 
to become a much debated issue in 1994. The pandora's 
box of caste prejudices is likely to spring open when the 
commission on Other Backward Castes (OBCs) begins 
woric. 

While the CPM believes that there are no aggrieved 
backward castes, who will seek recognition and inclusion 
in the OBC register, several caste organisations have 
prepared themselves to fight for their identificaticHi as 
backwards. The Confederation of Other Backward Castes, 
with offices and activists in all the districts of the State, has 
launched a "Nyay Vicharmanch" to contest all future 
elections. The l^ft Front's assertion is that the Mandal 
Cennmission recommendations lose their validity in a 
State which has implemented the most successful land 
reforms programme in India. 

The CPM's claim that caste identification has become 
subordinate to the class awareness of the masses does not 
hold good in the light of the demand for scheduled caste 
certificates in the State. 

In a recent directive, the State government had 
derecognised the right of legislators to impress the stamp 
of backward caste on constituents because of the wide¬ 
spread misuse of the power by some legislators and 
panchayat members in toe rural areas. Stringent verifica¬ 
tion norms have also been introduced. However, toe 


Tamil Nadu 

House passes bill on quota 

T he Tamil Nadu assembly has passed a Bill for con¬ 
tinuation of 69 per cent reservation in the State in jobs 
and educational institutions. 30 per cent seats will be 
reserved for the backward classes, 20 per cent for the most 
backward and denotified communities, 18 per cent for 
Scheduled Castes and one per cent for Scheduled Tribes. 

The bill comes in the wake of the Supreme Court 
order which states that reservatiem should not exceed 50 
per cent. 

To become a law the legislation would have to get the 
assent of the President and the State Governor, under 
Article 31(C) of the Constitution. 

The State government has been urging the Centre to 
amend the Constitution to ensure the continuation of the 
present quantum of reservation. 

Varsity BUI passed: The Tamil Nadu assembly has 
passed a controversial bill seeking to replace the governor 
with the Chief Minister as Chancellor of 13 universities in 
the State. The State Education Minister, Mr K. Ponnus- 
wamy, claimed that toe legislaticm was a step towards 
democratising the functioning of the universities. 

The bill also provides for making the Education hOn- 
ister pro-Chanceflor of all universities other than agricul¬ 
ture, medical and veterinary univosities. All concerned 
departmental ministers would be pro-ChanceUors Of 
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fliese ttwee universities. Representatives frc»n the back* 
ward dasses, women and mendMers civic bodia would 
have representation in die seruite—^ttie highest authority 
for acaaemk matters in any university. 

Political drdes view the new legislation as a folloutof 
the widening rift between the Chief Minister, Ms 
Jayalalitha and the Governor, Dr M Chonna Reddy. 

Power policy opposed 

F ORTy*one members of the Pariiament have appealed 
to the Prime Minister to reverse die power policy as it 
will have serious implicaticais on the economy. They said 
that the current power policy not only had a bearing on 
the health of the electridty boards and the indigenous 
power equipment manufocturing sector, but also on all 
other industries and agriculture. 

The major issues involved are the extremely high 
costs which will be paid to the private companies by the 
electridty boards, the burden of additional losses being 
placed on die boards, and the extremely high return on 
capital being guaranteed by the government to cover all 
risks of the investments. 

The cost of raising the power tariffs would make 
Indian industry globally non-competitive, create serious 
soda] dislocatiOTis and long-term de-industrialisation of 
the country. 

The most controversial element of the power policy is 
the 16 per cent return being guaranteed for any private or 
foreign investment In addition, the investors are being 
allowed complete foreign exchange compensation for any 
depredation of the rupee. With the current rate of interests 
abroad, the returns being guaranteed are higher dtan the 
costs of international borrowings. Further there was 
enough evidence to show that a guaranteed rate of return 
on investments leads to inflation of capital costs. 

Elections 

EC order on l-cards 

I N pursuance of its drive to check impersonatiem and 
bogus voting, the Election Commission on December 
15,1993, issued a schedule for completion of the process 
for compulsory supply of photo identity cards to voters 
for all elections to ^ Iwld in any part of the country after 
January 1,1995. It will be the responsibility of the State 
governments and the Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs) to 
ensure that the identity cards are issued to the electors 
included in the electoral rolls. The final date, by which the 
distribution of cards must be completed, is November 30, 
1994. 

'It is ffierefore, squarely the respemsibili ty of the State 
governments and the CEOs to strictly abide by the 
schedule and ensure compliance", the order said. Any 
slippage or non-compliance for any reastm whatsover, 
would be "visited with appropriate action by the commis- 
, sirm for which toe State governments and toe CEOs con¬ 
cerned would be responsible", it said. 


The commission directed that no pc4Hng at Sections, 
for which toe Electian Commission was resprmsible and 
for which a poll was taken after January 1,1995, should be 
taken unless all eligible electors had been supplied wito 
photo identity cards. 

The expenditure on toe first issue of toe cords to fite 
voters would be initially met by toe State TOvemments 
and would be toared between the Centre and toe State cm 
a 50:50 basis, like expenditure on electoral rdls. 

Bengal to challenge Order: The West Bengal 
Government will challenge in a court of law toe !Q%tian 
Commissirm (EC) order on introduetton of identity cards 
for all toe voters. 

The State's Advocate General, Mr Narayan Gooptu, 
said toe EC decision was impractical and involved a huge 
expenditure of about Rs 160 crore to Rs 180 crore. Under 
the rule, photographs of toe voters would be taken by toe 
government and each identity card would have two sets. 

Use of official vehicles banned 

T he Election Commission has ordered a "total and 
absolute" ban on toe use of official vdiiclre for cam¬ 
paigning, electioneering and election-related travel and 
issued special instructions to curb the misuse of free travri 
passes by air and rail, during election time. This has been 
done in the interest of free and fair elections. 

"Vehicles" include helicopters, aircraft, cars, jeeps, 

• any automobile, boat, hovercrafts, etc. belonging to the 
Central government. State government, public and joint 
sector undertakings of Central and State governments, 
local bodies, corporations, municipalities, marketing 
boards, cooperative societies, autonomous district counr 
cils or any other body in which public funds, howsoever 
small a proportion of toe total, are invested. 

The only exception would be in the case of the Prime 
Minister, as he was governed by security instructions 
which would over-ride all otoer consideratiems. 

EC Bill okayed 

T he President, Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, has given 
his assent to the Bill, recently passed by the Parlia¬ 
ment, making the Election Commission a multi-member 
body headed by the Chief Election Commissioner. 

The Act replaces the ordinance, promulgated by toe 
President, on October 1,1993. The two Electiem Commis¬ 
sioners, along wito the Chief Election Commissionei^ 
have been given the status equal to that of Supreme Court 
Judges. 

^^Disappearances" Scandal 

T he so-called "disappearances" of notorious suspects, 
including militants in certain States have lately at¬ 
tracted the attention of Amnesty International, toe Lon¬ 
don based human rights organisation. It has urged India 
to set up a commission to protect detairtees with effective 
powers to prevent future disappearances. Its report. 
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: stated to have been dtawn entirely from sources witoin 
bidia, states that persons disappeared in Janunu and 
’ Kashmir and 60 in Punjab from security forces custody 
’ since January 1990. In Jammu and Kadimir^ officials had 
subWrted legal proceedings by refusing to r^pond to 
scores of habeas corptts petitions from the State High Court 
found evidence that several victims who had met 
an unnatural fate had in fact beat tortured before being 
secretly killed in custody". 

In Punjab, according to Amnesty International, court 
; orders to clarify disappearance had also been imored 
and toe police routinely denied arrests—even toough 
officials themselves had doubted the truth of such 
denials. It accused the Punjab Police of running a 
'licence to kiU'policy. 

Amnesty International said in its report toat it recog¬ 
nised "toat the Indian govomment is facing ruthless and 
violent opposition in both Jammu and Kast^r and Pun¬ 
jab. But it is also clear toat government security forces are 
resorting to appalling violations themselves in their fight 
against toese groups and that is totally unacceptable." . 

"Armed oppositiem groups in Jammu and Kashmir 
; have been responsible for numerous and grave human 
rights abuses, including hostage taking, assassination of 
politicians and their families, deliberate killings of 
civilians induding journalists and torture and rape", the 
. Amnesty report noted while asking these groups to 
release all hostages and respect human rights and 
humanitarian standards. 

Soaring cost of Democracy 

F resh assessments made by experts indicate that par¬ 
liamentary democracy is costing India dearly. It costs 
, Rs 2570 per minute or r!s 1.54 lakh per hour to continue 
toe political process. A normal working day of seven and 
a half hours costs the exchequer about Rs 1130 lakh. But 
toe political parties resort to reckless measures regardless 
' of the burden on the poor masses. In 1951 question hour 
. cost Rs 6,000 an hour or Rs 100 a minute, according to Mr 
' Sidhwa, then a member. Indira Gandhi had said in reply 
to a Rajya Sabha question, on December 6,1%6, that the 
cost was Rs 300 per minute or Rs 18300 per hour. 

The per ntinute expenditure has increased in the 
^ three-year period of 1990-91 and 1992-93, from Rs 2060 to 
' Rs 2570. This estimate is made after taking into account 
255 working days (occluding Saturdays, Sundays and 16 
> closed days) in a year and assuming that Parliament 
' works seven and a half hours a day, excluding lunch 
break. 

Malhotra Committee favours 
[I opening up of insurance sector 

T he R.N. Malhotra Committee report on reforms in the 
insurance sector has called f(» sweeping changes. It 
has recommoided entry of private sector In both Life and 
;• General Insurance business, privatisation of Life In- 
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surance Corporation and making toe four subsidy 
General hisurance Corporahon £ndq>aulent companiea,' 
The committee was set up to AprQ 1^3. 

It has also suggested that foreign insurance com¬ 
panies should be allowed entry, but should conduct toeir 
business by floating Indian companies as joint vottures 
with Indian partners. 

The other highlights of tiw report are: 

□ The insurance companies should be treated on equal 
footing and governed by Insurance Act provisions. 

□ The minimum paid-up capital for a new entrant has 
been suggested at Rs 100 crore. 

□ New entrants should be required to transact a certain 
minimum business in rural areas. 

□ The office of the controller of Iitsurance should be 
restored its full functions under the Insurance Act. 

□ Postal Life Insurance should be permitted to transact 
Life Insurance business in rural areas. 

□ Government shareholding in LIC and GIC should be 
reduced to 50 per cent. 

Jammu & Kashmir 

BJP blasts Clinton offer 

T he Bharatiya Janata Party has taken a strong excep¬ 
tion to US President Bill Clinton's offer to work with a 
pro-Pakistan separatist outfit, in finding a solution to the 
Kashmir issue. The offer was made by President Clinton 
by way of a leter to the pro-militant outfit. 

BJP has asked toe government of India to lodge a 
formd protest against this. Addressing a Press Con¬ 
ference, BJP president, Mr L.K. Advani, said that Mr 
Clinton's letter to Mr Ghulam Nabi Fai, a Washington- 
based supporter of-militancy in Kashmir, should dispel 
any illusion which the Indian government might still nur¬ 
ture about America's attitude to the Kashmir ireue. Mr 
Advani further added that toe government of India ought 
to take the changing American position into account, 
while formulating the Kashmir policy. 

He also called for a vigorous international cam¬ 
paign to build up opinion about the "ethnic cleansing" 
that has been carried out in the Kashmir valley by the 
Pak-aided militants. "In any discussion on human 
rights at international fora, India must exert to ensure 
that the problem of Kashmiri migrants acquire a high 
place on the agenda." 

President's rule in Manipur 

O N December 31,1993, toe Centre imposed President's 
rule in Manipur, ending several weeks of suspense. 
The Assembly has been put in suspended animation 
during toe pendency of PresidaTps rule. 

President's rule was imposed following a report, 
from Governor, Mr V.K. Nayar, in the wake of con-- 
tinned Naga-Kuki clashes', resulting in the loss of 
several lives. 
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GATT deal approved 

T he world's two bluest traders, die United States and 
the European Community, reached an agreement on 
December 14, 1993 clearing &\e way for signing of the 
world's largest ever trade deal—GATT. 117 countries are 
party to the agreement. 

The US side scored a victory in its dispute with the EC 
over government subsidies to die aircraft manufacturer. 
Airbus Industries, but came away empty-handed in its 
effort to gain Hollywood greater access to European 
markets. 

The United States and India and Pakistan were also 
able to overcome their deadlock over textile. The United 
States reluctantly agreed to phase out in^ort quotas on 
Third World textiles and clothing, over 10 years rather 
than 15 years, despite fierce domestic opposition. 

India, which had resisted pressure to open its own 
markets to American textiles, finally agreed to cut high 
import duties on certain industrial fabrics and slash 90 per 
cent import duties on some types of cotton. 

The accord provides for cute in agriculhural subsidies, 
fewer restrictions on textile export.s, new rules on the 
dumping of exports subsidised at artificially low prices 
and better protection for copyright and patents. It also 
includes the first rules to open up international trade for 
service industries like banking and tourism. 

Although everyone is unhappy with parte of the 
GATT accord, no individual countiy was willing to block 
it and stand acaised of wrecking what is touted as the best 
single remedy to the world's economic woes. 

By leaving out a number of issues entirely, because 
disputes could not be resolved, the Uruguay Round 
agreement, named after the country where talks began in 
1986, is likely to fall somewhat short of its billing. 

Along with entertainment, the issues of Bnancial ser¬ 
vices, tele<ommunications and shipping were left out of 
the agreement or included in a strif^ed-^own-fashion. 

India's gain: India's largest gains from the GATT 
agreement comes from .die agreement on trade in services. 
The gains ate substantial and immediate. In the very first 
year of the services agreement ccmiing into force, India 
can earn at least $ 1.2 billion in remittance flow from 
export of skill-intenrive services and this can be increased 
to a minimum of $ 5 billion a year in the.next four years. 

The estimates are based on the market access erffers on 


short-term movement of Utout, nuiifte tq i^Ia the U^, 

EEC and Canada. 

The othra big gain to India witt be the benefits acreu’- 
ing to the country from die multilateral tradi^ system 
with provisions of Most-Favoured Nation (MIN), rule- 
based trade and transparency. GATT also provides for 
protection of a multilateral dispute setttement system 
against the unilateral trade action sudi as die one under 
Super 301 and Special 301 of die US law. 

Public procurement, stock holding and sale of agricul¬ 
ture produce and subsidies to the rural and urban poor 
have been exempted from all commitments. This will 
ensure that India's policies on food security and public 
distribution are not affected. 

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, a trade 
pact and an or^nisation founded in Geneva in 1947, sets 
world trade rules. It is a forum for international bar^in* 
ing on lowering barriers to ccmmerce. 

Nationalists gain in Russia 

M ULTl-party elections were held in Russia on E)ecem- 
ber 12,1993, for the first time in 76 years, along with 
a referendum to approve the new constitution. The crei- 
stitution, which gives President Boris Yeltsin sweeping 
powers, was passed with 58% of the vote. 

However, in die elections for the lower house the 
ultra-reactionary Liberal Democratic Party, headed by 
'Vladimir Zhirinovsky, won a stunning 23.5 per cent of (he 
vote, while the pro-Yeltsin Russia's Choice Party trailed in 
second place with 14.8 per cent. 

Overall the seats are almost evenly divided amimg the 
democrats, nationalists, communists and the inde? 
pendents. This could lead to deadlock and it might be 
difficult for President Yeltsin to put constitutional rule and 
economic reforms back on the fast track. (For more ^taUs 
see Special Feature I on page 551). 

Pak sponsoring terrorism: US 
Report 

A us House Republican Research Committee Report 
has indicted the Inter Services Intelligence (ISl) cri 
Pakistan of bringing under one umbrella Siidi and Kash¬ 
miri extremists and Muslim fundamentalists, to intensify 
terrorist activities in Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir and tlu 
Terai region of Uttar Pradesh. 

The report is titled "Terrorism and Convoitiona 
Warfare". It covers various aspects of Islamic terrorisir 
and its origin and spread to A^hanistan, Sudan and Iran 
It cemfirms that ISl is abetting and sponsoririg terrorism ir 
Ka^unir as part of its overall effort to promote "trans-bor 
der Mamie terrorism". 

The report feels that Afghan cadres, developec 
during tiie Afghan war, are now being encouraged h 
carry out terrorist activities in India, to prevent them feon 
interfering in Pakistan's dom^tic politics. 
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Education for All Summit 

E PA (Education For AU) by 2000 AD has become a 
widely accepted goal. Leaders of nine*high popula- 
tionfountries reafftrmed on [December 16,1993, Uveir total 
cotn^Uttnent in achieving educaticm for all by 2000 A.D 
anid outlined a comprehensive plan of action for this epic 
task. The "Delhi declaraticm", adopted unanimously by 
them at ttie end of tfte one day sununif on Education For 
All (EFA), agreed to carry out wide ranging reforms of the 
education system to improve the quality of basic educa¬ 
tion. 

"Hie Delhi declaration" calls upon the UN agmdes 
to substantially support efforts to expand basic education, 
as well as international financial institutions to recognise 
education as a "critical investment". It also asked the 
interr\ati(mal agencies, in the ccmtext of structural adjust¬ 
ments, not to Impose a predetermined ceiling on invest¬ 
ments in dte educaticHv sector. 

According to the action plan, primary education must 
remain a top priority for achieving EFA. "Efforts should 
be emanded to ensure that children complete the addi- 
donal years of basic education", it said. Laying special 
emphasis on edtu:ation for girls and women, the action 
plati said policies and programmes for universal educa¬ 
tion had to give special attention to removing gender 
disparity. A special effort needs to be made to enrol 
adolescent girls in primary education and literacy 
programmes. 

In his concluding remarks. Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, said that the historic document had 
brought a dawn of hope and resurrection to give a fillip to 
dte efforts of the nine countries in ushering a literate 
worid. He called for a complete overhaul of the education 
system. 

IWin strategy for education: A TWin-premged ap¬ 
proach of universal primary education and universal 
literacy has been adopted for achieving Education For All 
(EFA) in the country. EFA in India means making literate 
19-24 million children in the age group 6-14 years and 
1213 million adults in the age group of 15-35 years. 

Sixty per cent of the children in the target group for 
EFAare girls while 62 per cent of the adults are women. In 
the Eighth Han alone, the target set, within the broad 
framework qf EFA goals, is the enrolment of an additional 
5.61 million chUdren, of which 67 per cent are girls. 

EFA would involve expansion of Early Childhood 
Care and Education (ECCE), providing universal elemen¬ 
tary education for all children upto 14 years and drastic 
reduction in dropout rates in schools. 

A thrust area under the EFA is to use education as an 
instrument for empowering women and for achieving 
equality in terms of status and livelihood. In 1901 literacy 
rate for males was 9.83 per cent, while for females, it was 
cmly 0.60 per cent. Even in IWl, foe mate-female dif¬ 
ference in literacy was 24.82 percentage points (64.13 per 
cent males were literate while just about 40 per cent of the 


women were literate). Inspite erf imefeessive gakis, India 
has foe largest number of adult ittitnates and outfof- 
school drfldren in the world—30 per of foe wendd's 

adult illiterates and 50.22 per cent of out-of-school 
children. 

South Africa 

E/fual Rights for Blacks 

R acist south Africa will register a revoluticm in the ; 

next few weeks. This is evident from foe fact that the 
white-led Parliament overwhelmingly approved a new 
constitution on December 22, 1993, giving blacks and 
whites equal rights for foe first time. 

The document, vehemenHy opposed by pro-apart¬ 
heid white groups, replaces a constitution that for genera¬ 
tions denied the black majority the right to vote, hold 
political office, or have any voice in national affairs. "Now 
for the first time, the future holds the promise of a brighter 
tomorrow", ANC President Nelson Mandela said in a 
written statement issued by ANC headquarters in Johan¬ 
nesburg. 

President F.W. de Klerk's government and the 
African National Congress, the country's main black 
group, worked out the new constitution during two 
years of negotiations and heralded its approval. The 
political settlement is all inclusive. The alliance will 
have to accept the amended constitution and recognise 
all interim structures such as the Transitional Executive 
Council (TEC), the independent electoral commission 
and the independent media commission. The right 
wing alliance will also have to participate in the first 
all-race elections on April 27, 1994 and to accept the 
results of the elections as certified by the independent 
electoral commission. 

Revolt Threat: Right wing Afrikaners in South 
Africa warned they are prepared to fight another "battle 
of blood river", to prevent the president of the ANC, Mr 
Nelson Mandela, from becoming the new President of 
South Africa. Afrikaners issued the threat while observing 
the "day of the vow", to celebrate the victory of the 
Afrikaner people over the Zulus at the battle of blood river 
on December 16,1838. 

The leader of the para-military and neo-Nazi AWB 
organisation, Eugene Terblanche, told about4,000 people, 
including hundreds of children, that they were prepared 
to fight another ebblood (blood) river if it was the only 
way to correct foe treason committed during recent politi¬ 
cal negotiations. 

Pakistan-China Relations 

Ms Bhutto Visits Beijing 

P AKISTANI Prime Minister, Ms Benazir Bhutto, arrived 
in Beijing on December 27,1993 on a three-day official 
tour. In her meeting with the Chinese Prime Minister, Mr 
Li Peng, she reviewed the military cooperation between 
China and Pakistan and the Kashmir issue. However, she 
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Vatican-IsraeH accord approved 


w«s not able to persuade Odna to sign the widely ex* 
pected accord on military cooperaticm, whidt was aimed 
prtmartly against India. 

Qiina has given Pakistan a firm assurance about con¬ 
tinuity of arms su]:^lies in future. The two countries have 
had a long-standing defence relaticmship, including in the 
nuclear field, and &ina has emerged as Pakistan's major 
arms supplier. 

On the Kashmir issue, dhiita took the stand that India 
and Pakistan should settle their disputes bilaterally, 
throu^ dialogues. Ms Bhutto said that she did not go into 
the issue of filiation of China in the Kashmir dispute. 
However, she said that if China's assistance was re¬ 
quested, it would be forthcoming if both the parties 
agreed. "But India had ruled it out", she said. 

Ms Bhutto said that she had requested China to pay 
attention to what she alleged "repression" in Kashmir and 
claimed that China had "acknowledged and sympatiiised 
with the plight" of the Kashmiris. However, the Chinese 
leaders were lukewarm in responding to Ms Bhutto's 
allegations bccau.sc Beijing is accused precisely of the 
same in Tibet. 

China opposes independent Kashmir China has 
told Pakistan that it will not accept any form of inde¬ 
pendence for Jammu and Kashmir, becau.se it fears that 
the US could use Kashmir as a base to destabilise Beij¬ 
ing. 

Although neither India nor Pakistan supports the 
Idea of an independent Kashnur, and nor does the West, 
the Chinese appear to be paranoid that Washington may 
push India and Pakistan towards eventually agrcei'ng to a 
degree of independence for the region, through a process 
of autonomy and self-rule. 

U.K.-Irelanci Peace Accord 

A nother "historic" peace accord in a bid to settle a 
decades old dispute was signed on December 1!5, 
1993, this time between Britain and Ireland. For 25 years 
there has been terrorist violence in Northern Ireland, 
sometimes overflowing into Britain. The joint declaration, 
signed at the Anglo-Irish summit at 10, Downing Street, 
envisages that Britain would hold "preliminary and 
exploratory", talks for a political solution of the problem 
with Sinn Fein, the political arm of the provisional Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), after three months of ceasefire 
during which the IRA would completely nmounce ter¬ 
rorism. 

Mr Major, Prime Minister of Britain, and Mr 
'Reynolds, Prime Minister of Ireland, described the accord 
^5 a historic opportunity for political process in Northern 
Ireland. But the Democratic Ulster Union (DUU), a pro- 
Britain political party, accused Mr Major of deceiving the 
people of Northern Ireland. The success of the accord 
depends on cessation of violence by the terrorist groups. 
Release of political (republican) prisoners is sought by 
IRA's political leadership. 


I N a landmaiii step after 2000 years of often hostile 
Christian-jewish relations, Vatican and Israel have ap 
proved a document recognising each other. 

The fundamenbil agreement, consisting of a preamble 
and fifteen points, was worked out in seventeoi months. 

In the Preamble, the Vatican and Israel agree on the sin¬ 
gular character and universal sijpiificance of the holy 
land. In one important article, the Vafican states that while 
the Catholic church reserves the right to speak out on 
moral issues, it agrees not to become directly involved in 
conflicts. 

The agreement also encourages Christian pilgrimages 
to the holy land, in the hope toat these will help advance 
Christian-jewish relations around the world. 

The new relations are expected to make it easier for 
the Pope to accept standing invitations by Israeli govern¬ 
ment and Jewish leaders, to visit the holy land. 

The Vatican has also expressed interest in taking part 
in the five working groups of the middle east peace talks 
on water, refugees, arms control, environment and 
economic cooperation. 

US not to Resume Aid to Pak 

HE latest reports emanating from Washington indi¬ 
cate that, contrary to the earlier impression, the Clin¬ 
ton Administration is not likely to resume economic and 
military aid to Pakistan in the near future—unless Is¬ 
lamabad demonstrated a commitment to renounce its 
nuclear weapons programme. 

The Under-Secretary of State for International 
Security Affairs stated early in December that Pakistan 
would have to fulfil three important conditions before a j 
possible resumption of US economic and military aid. j 
These conditions would have to be met, irrespective of the 
repeal of the Pressler Amendment, that the administration | 
recently proposed as part of a major post-Cold War ! 
revision of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1%1. 

The conditions are; Pakistan will have to renounce its 
nuclear weapons programme, become a party to the < 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and permit inspection of , 
its nuclear facilities by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

The proposed Bill calling for repeal of toe Pressler 
Amendment "will not change in any way our goals for ■ 
Pakistan", the US official emphasised. This policy is stated 
to be consistent with toe U.S. long-term goal for South 
A.sia "so that neither India nor Pakistan would feel that a 
nuclear weapon is the appropriate way to defend their 
security". 

In a draft submitted to Congress recently the Clinton 
Administration proposed a complete overhaul of th<t 
Foreign Assistance Act in view of its new priorities in the 
post-Soviet Union era. 

Pak to continue N-pIan: Pakistan would continue 
with its nuclear programme untU threats of war wito , 
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btdia existed, the lF|aJc^tsni Kfiidster, Kfr.Sai^ 

Aseff Ahmed Ali asserted in December. "We have ac¬ 
coutred the know-how to build nuclear weapons but have 
nme and again assured the world that we will not make a 
bomb for use against any country." He said "We want to 

S itinue the nuclear programme few our security reasons 
d it is In no way directed against any particular 
country." Pakistan will roll back the programme the 
soonest India sims the nuclear non-proliferation treaty. 
India had refused to sign the treaty saying it discriminates 
developing nations' quest for technology. 

India 'flexible' on NPT7: The Clinton administration 
officials have claimed that both India and Pakistan have 
informed the US that they might engage in a new arms 
control waltz if the other side takes the first step on the 
issue of nuclear non- proliferation. As a result the US now 
sees an opportunity to pursue a more flexible approach. 

One administration official told the Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal "we may have a new opening here. We want to see in 
the months ahead if we can exploit it". The supposed 
concession by India was cited by the official as one of the 
reasons why the administration now wants to dump 
Pressler. 

Secret Nuclear Tests by US 

T he U.S. Government concealed the existence of more 
than 200 nuclear weapons tests since the 1940s, in¬ 
cluding some where radiation was released into the en¬ 
vironment, the Energy Department acknowledged in 
December. The Department, releasing a series of docu¬ 
ments as a first step towards more openness about its 
nuclear weapons programme, conceded that 204 nuclear 
tests were conducted at its Nevada test site and never 
revealed to the public because the Government was fear¬ 
ful of disclosing information to the Soviet Union. In addi¬ 
tion, the department disclosed new data about the 
e)q>Iosion size of 48 other tests conducted in the Pacific 
between 1945 and 1990. 

Researchers have speculated that the Government 
had conducted secret tests, but ffie number given by the 
Department is considerably larger than previously 
thought. Officials over the years have announced 826 
nuclear tests since 1945. 

The Energy Secretary said the nuclear test data is just 
a beginning to the process of releasing hundreds of 
formerly classified documents and data from the 
Department's nuclear weapons programme. More details 
would be released by next June on an estimated 800 ex¬ 
periments conducted as part of a weapons programme 
over the years. The official admitted that the release of the 
document was "a very big deal but it is just a foot in the 
bath-tub". 

North Korea Threatens War on 
N-issue 

W ORLD'S longest reigning head of State, President 
Kim Il-Sung of North Korea, used his New Year 
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if his country vnis pressurised by the inteimUonal com¬ 
munity to oj^n its nuclear sights for inqtection. 

Few months back North Kc»ea had wiffidrawn 
the Nudear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and has been 
refusing to let the Internatioiuil Atomic Energy AgeiKy to 
inspect its nuclear sites. So ter, negotiations between the 
US and North Korea have failed to resolve the issue. The 
US has, so far, avoided seeking the impodticiin of sanctions 
by the UN. North Korea has reiterated that any such 
imposition would be regarded as an act (rf war. 

While President Kim Il-Surtg insisted that the issue 
could be resolved through negotiations, he accused die US 
of arou»ng "fictitious doubt about nuclear deveiqsment 
by the North". 

The US has offered to suspend the US-South Korea 
military &cerdses, to which North Korea objects, as a 
concession if North Korea agrees to resumption of full 
IAEA inspections. So ter. North Korea has responded by 
agreeing to allow in.spection by IAEA of a limited number 
or sites. 


Meanwhile, China has taken a stand that the problem 
of full IAEA Inspection of North Korea's nuclear facilities 
should be settled by dialogue and not through UN sanc¬ 
tions. 


Since US is not willing to suffer large casualties, by 
going to war, it wants to use UN sanctions to force North 
Korea to comply with inspection of its nuclear facilities. 
This is not possible without the support of China. 

China believes that Norfli Korea does not possess or 
has nuclear weapon.s. While supporting the idea of de¬ 
nuclearisation of the Korean peninsula, it wants that this 
should include South Korea as well. 


In 1950 North Korea had invaded South Korea, trig¬ 
gering the bloody Korean war in which the US-backed 
UN forces supported the South, while Chinese troops 
fought on the side of the North. The war ended in a 
stalemate. The relationship between the two have bear 
tense ever since. 


Afghanistan 

Coup attempt to overthrow the Pusident 

O N January 2, 1994, feuding Islamic factions blasted 
each other with air strikes, rockets and machine 
guns, in a major battle for the presidential palace and 
other strategic sites of Kabul, capital of Afghanistan. More 
than 70 people were reported killed. 

The Afghan forces were able to defeat the attempt to 
overthrow the President, Mr Burhanuddin Rabrani. 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar was said to be 
behind the attempted coup. He is said to have conspired 
with the northern warlord, Gen Dostum and former com¬ 
munist leader, Mr Mehmoud Baryalai. 

At least six separate Islamic factions hold the parts of 
Kabul city. Most or all were involved in die fighting. 




Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

EFA: Education for All^ 

GATT. General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs. 

MFA: MulH-Fibre Agreement. 

NHRG National Human Rights 
Commission. 

RAP: Restricted Area Permit 

AWARDS 

Bharatiya Jnanpith Award, 1993 
HE iu>ted Oriya poet. Dr Sitakant 
Mohapatra, who is Secretary (cul¬ 
ture) in ttie Union Government, has 
been selected for the 1993 Tnanpith 
award for his outstanding contribu¬ 
tion to the indian literature, through 
hi.s creative writing in Oriya 

The fnanpith award is the 
most prestigious literary award in 
the country It carries a citation 
plaque, a bronze replica of Vag- 
devi and a cheque of Rs two lakh. 
Saraswati Samman, 1993 

HE Saraswati Samman tor best 
literary work in Indian languages 
has been given to Kanyadmn, a play 
by Vijay Tendulkar The award has 
been in.stituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation and carries a cash prize 
of Rs 3 lakh 

UNESCO prize for education, 1993 
R Chitra Naik, Planning Com- 
mi.ssion member, has been 
awarded the 199.3 Jan Comenius 
medal for the promotion of educa 
tional re-search and innovation. The 
prize is sponsored by UNESCO. 
Vyas Samman, 1993 

MINENT poet, Girija Kumar 
Mathur, has been selected for 
the prestigious Vyas Samman for 
1993 for his collection of poems 
"Mein Waqt Kc Hoon Samne'K 

The award has been instituted by 
the K.K Birla foundation and carries 
a cash pri:^ of Rs 1.50 lakh. 
Vachaspati Puruskaiv 1993 

HE 1993 Vachaspati Puniskar has 
gone to Pretf Rajendra Mishra of 
Himachal Pradesh University for his 


poetic work JotUd-Jeevanam. 

The award carries a cash prize of 
Rs 50,000. It has been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla foundation and is 
awarded for outstanding Sanskrit 
works published during the last ten 
years. 

K.K. Birla foundation awards for 
sports, 1992 

HESS Grandmaster Vish- 
wanathan Anand and ace Cueist 
Geet Sethi have been selected to 
receive the awards. The award carries 
a prize money of Rs 50,000. 

Naitik Puroskar, 1993 

HE Gulzari Lai Nanda Founda¬ 
tion has instituted the award 
which is to be given to a person 
whose .services are to be found ex¬ 
emplary in the field of morality, 
honesty, spiritualism, national in- j 
tegration and upliftment of the | 
weaker sections of the society. 

Swami Kalyan Dev has been 
honoured with die 1993 award. 

BOOKS 

Kanyadaan 

T IS a play, written by Vijay Ten¬ 
dulkar. He has received the 1993 
Saraswati bamman for the play. 

In Kanyadaan Mr Tendulkar un¬ 
masks and debunks the so-called 
radical Dalits, who use caste as a 
trump-card, playing the sane old 
game of balancing hypiKrisy and 
v(»ted interests. 

DEFENCE 

INS Sujata joins naval fleet 
NS Sujata, the seventh off-shore 
patrol vessel to join the fleet of the 
Indian Navy, became operational in 
the Indian Navy on December 28, 
1993. 

The ship has been built by the 
Public sector Hindustan Shipyard 
Ltd at Vizag. It is the fourth in¬ 
digenously built Off-shore Patrol 
Vessel (OPV). It is designed to carry 
out multiple roles of offshore patroll¬ 
ing of the coastline along with the 


task of reconnaissance and surveil¬ 
lances. 

1993 ends on optimistic note 

OMEN storming die male bas¬ 
tion of Armed Forces, commis¬ 
sioning of INS Sutlej and 
indigenously built destroyer INS 
Mysore, peaceful solution to the Haz- 
ratbal crisis and the succ^ful test¬ 
firing of Prithvi surface-to-surface 
missile are among the achievements 
of India's Armed Forces during 1993. 

The 1AF bade on emotional good¬ 
bye to its "work-horse" AN-12S, after 
three decades of dedicated service to 
the nation. 

Women lommissioned officers 
were inducted into the Army, Air 
Force and the Navy for first time in 
1993 History w'as made wh'-*i tiie 
first batch of 25 lady cadets was com¬ 
missioned a.s Second I ieutenants in 
the Indian Army, at an impn>ssive 
paiadc at the Officers 'Framing 
Academy, Madras 

Similarly, 13 lady officers were 
commis.sioned into the lAF, for 
ground dutie.s Another batch Is hall¬ 
way tluough its training to get 
"wings" These women pilots would 
be pressed into service to operate the 
transport and helicopter branches of 
the lAF 

The Navy also allowed women 
officers to slip into their white 
uniiorms, giving them a ieel ot Uie 
blue waters 

The Air Force had many teathers 
to add to its cap It created military 
aviation history m the country when 
Grp (.'apt Baljeet Singh logged over 
10,(X)0 hours, flying helicopters of 
different shape's Similarly, Grp Cpt 
B Tyagi created aviation history % 
logging over 6,000 hours in a fighter 
aircraft—M1C» 21S. 

As tor the Army, its role in con¬ 
ducting peaceful elections in Cam* 
bodia was praiseworttiy. It also won 
over tee hearts of Somalians, where 
Pakistan failed, in restoring order 
amidst civil war. 
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Tlw Navy witne^d hectic ac¬ 
tivity during the year. Its submarine 
branch conmleted 26 years of service. 
The Coast Guard completed 16 years 
of dedicated service, protecting the 
interests of the nation in the Ex¬ 
clusive Economic Zone. The Naval 
Air Arm completed 40 years. 

Navy's role in Somalia was 
lauded by the UNICEF chief. In 
January, it was called upon to contain 
the cal ^ill off die Anciaman coast. 

The Navy also felicitated the 
crew of "INS Samudra", which suc¬ 
cessfully completed a voyage in the 
Sailinu boat, on the ancient sea route 
from Paradeep in Orissa to In¬ 
donesia, to highlight die traditional 
bonds between die two countries. 

The Defence Research and 
Devebpment Organisation (DRDO) 
achiev^ an important success in the 
Prithvi project, which is a part of the 
nation's Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme. The suc¬ 
cessful testflight marked the comple¬ 
tion of the technology development 
phase of this sophisticated missile 
system. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Focus on oil spills/Narmada stir 
inl!«3 

E nvironmental protests, 

completion of 20 years of the 
Project ager, international summits 
and oil spills hogged the headlines of 
the country's environmental scenario 
in 1993. 

The Narmada Bachao Andolan, 
spearheaded by the famed environ¬ 
mentalist, Medha Patkar, virtually 
became the lead movement of all the 
environmental protection agitations 
in different parts of the country. 

The Project Tiger, launched by 
former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, for the conservation of the 
eco-system and to check the extinc¬ 
tion of the royal Bengal Tigers, com¬ 
pleted 20 years in April 1993. 

On die lines of the tiger conserva¬ 
tion scheme, the country also 
launched the "project elephant", 
aimed at preserving the gene pool of 
the Indian elephants and its natural 
habitats. As per various estimates, 
there are about 20,000 elephants in 


the country and eleven elephant 
reserves. 

Two oil spills, in die Nicdiar 
coast and the Bombay High, caused 
serious concern for the country's 
maritime ecology. 

A Rs 6,000 crore propamme to 
phase out die ozone depleting sub¬ 
stances was cleared by the Bureau 
of parties to the Montreal protocol 
at Bangkok. India became a party to 
the Montreal protocol, on substan¬ 
ces that deplete the ozone layer, in 
1993. 

About 49 developing countries 
participated in a meeting at New 
Delhi and issued a "Delhi declara¬ 
tion" for safeguarding the environ¬ 
ment. 

India and Britain agreed to take a 
joint initiative, to make the UN-Com- 
mission on the sustainable develop¬ 
ment more effective for the 
implementation of the Agoida 21. 

Likewise Germany agreed to ex¬ 
tend its full support to the environ¬ 
mental protection, including 
cleansing of the polluted Damodar 
river, afforestation of the Doon Valley 
and Lake Dcpollution programmes. 

A number of schemes for the en¬ 
vironmental protection were an¬ 
nounced during 1993. These 
included the Rs 2(XX) crore national 
river action plan, Himalayan action 
plan and the national lake conserva¬ 
tion programme. 

The national afforestation and eco- 
development board undertook eight 
major projects to regenerate the 
ecologically fragile areas in the country. 
These were: the Ravi catchment project 
in Chamba district of Himachal, Suk- 
hato watershed project in Jammu and 
Kashmir, Micro plan project in Almora 
district of Uttar Pradesh, Tape Tarek 
watershed project in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Qiakki watershed project in 
Gurdaspur in Punjab, Tirkuta hills 
project in Jammu and Kashmir, tiie 
wastelands development project in 
Assam and the rehabilitation of 
degraded forests in Goa. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Record fusion reaction 

N December 11, 1993, tiie Prin¬ 
ceton University scientists 


managed to produce the world'§ 
most powerful controUed fugioin 
reactirm. This has xaiaed hopes of har¬ 
nessing an inexhaustiUe and clean 
source of energy some day. 

As ffie four-second burst was 
recorded on computer screens, about 
500 scientists who had woriced on the 
project, some for as long as 20 years, 
cheered. 

Fusion, the process tiiat powers 
the sun, is a reaction in which 
lightweight atoms, such as hydrogen, 
are slammed together to fuse, releas¬ 
ing energy in the process. This is the 
opposite of fision, which involves 
breaking apart very heavy atoms, 
such as uranium. Fission is the 
process that powers nuclear reactors 
and atom bombs. Fusion is used bi 
hydrogen bombs. 

However, at this stage the tech¬ 
nology is at a very infant stage. In the 
Princeton experiment the power 
generated was only one-eighth of 
what it consumed. Although the ex¬ 
periment is an important milestone, 
fusion power is still a long way to be 
used commercially. 

The main attraction of fusion is 
the potentially limitless fuel supply. 
The fuels for fusion process can be 
extracted from ordinary water. 

A joint project between the 
Americans, Europeans, Japanese and 
Russians is underway to build the 
International Thermonuclear Ex¬ 
perimental Reactor. It is hoped that 
when it will go into operation, a 
decade or so from now, scientists will 
finally have a device that generates 
more power than it consumes. Even 
after that it will take decades before 
the power produced by fusion is used 
by any household. 

PERSONS 

Burman, Rahul Dev 

OTED music director, Rahul 
Dev Burman died on January 4, 
1993 at the age of 54. 

He was bom on June 27,1939 to 
the legendary music director Sachin 
Dev Burman. He got his first break in 
the film Chhote Naxoab. Affectionately 
known as "Panchamda", he was 
known for his relatively light and 
"peppy" kind of music. He com* 




SSS FEBRUARY *94 COMPETITION MASTER 



over 400 songs for the Hindi 


Mohapetra, Dr Sitalunt 

T he noted Oriya Poet, Dr Sitakant 
Mohapatra has been selected for 
tile 1993 Jnanpith award. The 56- 
year-oid poet is tiie third Oriya writer 
to have been selected for the award. 
His first anthology of poem, Dipti O 
Dyuti (the glow and the illumination) 
came out in 1963. This was followed 
by his second collection, titled Ash- 
tapadi, in 1967. 

His most outstanding collection 
in the last two decades has been 
Chandheri tu ki janu (what would you 
know, O bird). 

Tendulkai^Vijay 


H e was in the news for having 
won the prestigious Saras- 
wati Samman for 1993 for his play 
Kanyadaan. Vijay Tendulkar is an 
author, journalist, screenplay 
writer and the doyen of Indian 
theatre. He has the reputation for 
pioneering an era of experimental 
theatre in India, through Marathi 
drama. 


He is known for his ingenious 
innovations with dramatic form and 
content. His contribution to the con¬ 
temporary theatre spans over 29 full- 
length plays, 25 one-act plays and 12 
children's plays. 


PROJECTS 

Rs 21,000-cr foreign investment in 
7 power projects okayed 

T he Government has approved 
foreign private investment in 
seven major power projects to create 
an additional capacity of 5,088 mw in 
the private sector. The total estimated 
cost of these seven projects, at current 
prices, is over Rs 21,000 crorc. 

The seven projects cleared are: 
the Dhabol Power Project in 
Maharashtra, Vizag Thermal Power 
Station Project, Mangalore Thermal 
'Power Station Project, the Ib Valley 
Power Project in Orissa, Jagurapada 
and Godavari Power Projects in 
Andhra Pradesh and the Zero Unit at 
Neyveli in Ihmil Nadu. 

As Foreign countries were 
having some doubts about regular 
payments by the State electricity 
Doards, for power supplied from 


these stetions, the Central govern¬ 
ment has guaranteed prompt pay¬ 
ments by tlw State electricity TOards. 

RESEARCH 

Gene map. developed to locate 
disease 

A team of international scientists, 
at a French research centre, have 
claimed to have achieved a major 
bieaktiirough in gaieties by develop¬ 
ing the world's first map of the 
human genome, which can help in 
the quick detection and cure of many 
crippling diseases. 

Each segment of deoxyribo¬ 
nucleic acid (DNA), the fundamen¬ 
tal building block of humans, 
contains enormous genetic 
materials (about 100,000 genes scat¬ 
tered across three billion DNA base 
pairs). For over a decade, genetic 
scientists have been attempting to 
map the genes. 

A physical map of the genome 
would help locate disease-causing 
genes and accelerate the process of 
developing a cure through genetic 
engineering techniques. 

"Before today, a physical map ex¬ 
isted only for two per cent of the 
human genome; our map covers about 
90 per cent of the genome", said Dr 
Danicr Cohen, director of the research 
centre. Dr Cohen’s team of 50-intema- 
tional researchers include Russian 


scientist, Dr Ilya Chumakov and Ur 
Jean Weissenbach, whose efforts were 
crucial to the development. 

The scientists followed the prin¬ 
ciple that if they could take some¬ 
thing apart and reassemble it, they 
would know how it is put together. 
To produce the map, they cut a 
human DNA into pieces and grew 
each piece in a yeast cell for clones. 
The clones were then cut into frag¬ 
ments and "fingerprinted" to detect 
overlapping sections. These sections 
were us^ as guides to put the pieces 
back together. The result was a map 
with reference points that will assist 
scientists to determine the exact loca¬ 
tion of each gene. 


SPACE RESEARCH 

Biggest repair job in space 


U S space-shuttle Endeavour 

returned to eartii on December 13, 


1993, after Us astronauts compteted . 
the Invest rmair jc^ in space his¬ 
tory—ovaiiaiuing tile Hubble space 
telescope. The space-shuttle, along 
with seven astronauts, had roared 
into space on Decendier 2,1993. 

In five space walks, astronauts 
replaced solar panels and gyro- ' 
scopes, upgraded computer com¬ 
ponents and installed a set of ; 
corrective lenses that were designed 
to ccnrect tiie near-sighted telescope. 

Replacement of the solar arrays ; 
was vital as a jittering motion oc¬ 
curred when the original arrays 
passed in and out of direct sunlight. , 
That motion impaired the perfor¬ 
mance of the telescope. 

The success of the mission wiU be 
known after testing the telescope for 
two months. 

NASA hopes that tiie telescope 
will now fulfil its promise of p'tAiing 
the faintest and oldest objects in the 
cosmos and thus reveal the age and : 
size of the universe. 

The 11-day Hutfole repair mis- . 
sion was one of the four scheduled 
over the 15-year life of the telescope. 

The repairing of the Hubble tde- ^ 
scope was the toughest assignment 
ever handled by a shuttle crew. It was 
also the most complicated mission 
since the landing on moon two . 
decades ago. < 

Tlie astrcaiauts had to put huge 
pieces of machinery into tigpt spaces, ; 
handle fragile electronic equipment ' 
and make .sure that nothing damaged 
the delicate telesccpe. Th^ ^d to work 
for six to eight hours, wearing puffy 
pressure suits and bulky gloves in zero 
gravity and -184®C tenperatures. 

The Hubble telescope has costed 
$ 2.7 billion. This includes tiie $ 693 
million cost of repair carried out by 
Endeavour. 

The mission has proved that . 
astronauts can handle construction 
work in space. The skills are e^ential 
to build a space station, which NASA 
plans to have by the end of the 
decade. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Sixth SAF Games 

T he sixth South Asian Federation 
(SAF) Games, the biggcst*ever 
sporting event to be held in 
I^ngladesh, got off to a colourful 
start on December 20, 1993, at 
DhaVa. This was the second time 
that Dhaka hosted the event. 

1200 athletes from seven nations 
participated. The games were for¬ 
mally declared open by the Presi¬ 
dent of Bangladesh, Mr Abdur 
Rahman Biswal A cultural show, 
depicting the ancient civilisations 
of Asia and Greece and the cultural 
heritage of Bangladesh, was held. 

India's contingent of 253 was 
the largest. India were followed by 
Sri Lanka 252, Bangladesh 246, 
Pakistan 126, Nepal 100, Maldives 
53 and Bhutan 9. 

Bahadur Prasad was the flag- 
bearer of the Indian contingent. 

Competition was held in eleven 
disciplines. These were; Athletics, 
Swimming, Shooting, Football, Vol¬ 
leyball, Wrestling, Tennis, Table-Ten¬ 
nis, Boxing, Judo and Kabaddi. 

Judo was included for the first 
time in SAF games. Weightlifting 
and basketball were replaced by 
wrestling and volleyball. 

The following was the medals' 
tally: 



G 

S 

B 

India 

61 

47 

31 

Sri I.anka 

23 

22 

21 

Bangladesh 

21 

23 

39 

Pakistan 

11 

19 

34 

Nepal 

1 

6 

15 

Bhutan and 

Maldives failed 

[ to 


win a medal. 

Madras venue of next games: 
Madras, the capital of Tamil Nadu, 
will host the seventh edition of the 
South Asian Games in 1995. Two 


new members—Afghanistan and 
Uzbekistan—have also been ad¬ 
mitted into the SAF fraternity. 

CRICKET 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe one-day series 

P AKISTAN defeated Zimbabwe 
by six wickets in the second 
match, played at Rawalpindi, to 
win the three one-day match series. 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe Test series 

W ASIM Akram and Waqar 
Younis shared nine wickets to 
help Pakistan to a 52-run victory 
over Zimbabwe in the second Test 
played at Rawalpindi. This win 
gave Pakistan a 2-0 winning lead 
in the three-Test series. 

Sri Lanka-West Indies one day 
series 

W EST Indies defeated Sri I.,anka 
by six wickets in the third 
one-day match, played at Colombo, 
to square the series. 

Australia-South Africa Test series 
Second Test: South Africa 
wriggled free of Australia's clutches 
in a memorable finish to win their 
first-ever Test in Sydney with a 
five-run victory. 

FOOTBALL 

IFA Shield tournament 

P AKHTAKOR Football Club of 
Uzbekistan defeated Pavlodar 
Football Club of Kazakhstan, 5-4 
via sudden death, to win the 99th 
Lifebuoy IFA Shield tournament, 
held at Calcutta. 

DCM tournament 

V ARTEKS football club from 
Croatia defeated JCT Phagwara 
by three goals to lift the DCM 
troohy. The tournament was held 
at New Delhi. 

National women's championship 

M anipur defeated West Ben¬ 
gal 4-0 to win the second Na¬ 
tional women's championship held 
at Daltonganj. 


HOCKEY 

Sanjay Gandhi Title 

A rmy service Coips (ASC), 
Jalandhar, defeated Bharat 
Petroleum, 4-2 in the tie-breaker, to 
clincfi the Sanjay Hockey Title. 

TENNIS 

National Grasscourt Championship 

N IRUPAMA Baidyanathan of 
Tamil Nadu defeated top- 
seeded Arati Ponnapjpa to win the 
women's singles title. Later she 
paired with Sohini Kumari of 
Delhi to win the women's doubles 
title. 

Maharashtra's Asif Ismail won 
his maiden national grass-court ten¬ 
nis men's singles title, defeating 
Vasudeva Reddy of Delhi. 

The men's doubles title was 
won by M. Balachandran and Manoj 
Kumar. 

The Championship was held at 
New Delhi. 

Grand Slam Cup 

P ETR Korda beat Michael Stich 
to clinch the richest prize in 
tennis. The Championship was held 
at Munich. 

Hopman Cup 

P ETR Korda and Jana Novotna 
helped the Czech republic to 
outplay Germany in the final of the 
Hopman Cup, held at Perth, 
Australia. Germany were the 
defending champions. 

The main attraction of the tour¬ 
nament was that no line judges 
were used. Instead an electronic 
system known as TEL (Tennis 
Electronic Lines) was used. 

Ute system relies on specially 
designed balls containing iron 
filings which can be detected by 
sensors laid beneatit the court sur¬ 
face A ble^ is emitted if the ball 
lands out. 
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WHOSWNO 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

EAunio He has been dected as the 

President (rfOiile. 

ler Hai-Omp Ife has been appointed 
as the new Prime Minister of Soutii Ko^ 

Bom Ytitm; I^eddent of Russia, he has 
been elected as the Chairman of 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
for die first half of 1994. 

X. Srinioesan; He has been appointed as 
India's Fordgn Secretary. He sucreeded Mr 

Dixit. 

Udai Singk He has been appointed as 
India's Amba^dor to Surinam. 

Nttrendra Kumr. He has been appoint¬ 
ed as High Commissioner of India to 
Guyana. 

Amor Nalh Rm-. India's Ambassador to 
Belgium, he has been concurrently accredit¬ 
ed as the Ambassador to the European 
Community. 

Suresh S. Nadkarni: He has been 
appointed as the Chief of the Securities and 
Exchange Control Board of India (SEBI). 


3—120 people are killed as a Russian 
plane crashes in the icy wastes of 


Distiiiguldted VfaitocB 

President Suharto: President of 
Indonesia. 

Cheddi fagan: President of Guyana. 

Robert Mugabe: President of Republic of 
Zimbabwe. 

Islam Karmao: President of Uzbekistan. 

Dr Mahatir Mohamad: Prime Minister of 
Malaysia. 

U Gen Xu-Hui-Zi: Vice-Chief of 
General Staff of the Chinese Army. 

lany Pressler. US Senator. 

Died 

Ratu Sir Penaia Ganileu: President of 
Rji. 

Virendra: Veteran freedom fighto' and 
founder editor of the Hindi daily Vir Pratap. 

Rahul Dev Burmen: Noted music direc¬ 
tor of the Indian film industry. 

Chyaganti Someyajulu: Well-known 
Telugu ^ort-story writer. 

Zviad Qmsaldturdia: Former President 
of Georgia. 



EVENTS 


DECEMBER 

10— The four-day old Postal strike is 
called-off. 

11— In a ghastly mishap, 34 school chil¬ 
dren and three teachers are killed as 
their bus rams into a speeding, 
Bombay-bound, Sahyadri Express on 
the Pune-Miraj section of Central 
Railway. 

12— Russians vote in the historic multi¬ 
party elections and on a new statute. 

14— USA and European Community clear 
path for GATTaccord. 

15— Ireland and UK sign a historic pact to 
pave way for enoing the 25 years of 
terrorist violence in Northern Ireland. 

16— MLAs come to blow in the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly. 50 persons are 

' hurt. 

20—All prominerit BJP leaders, including 
the President, Mr Lai Krishan 
Advani, are unconditionally released 
from judicial custody. 

—Russia adopts the new Constitution 
which give sweeping powers to the 
President. 

—India signs a historic "third genera- 


7— The tMxd test-flight of India’s indige- 
nousfy’hi;^ IBBM, is postponed 
due to a technical snag. 

8— The Pakistani Poreign Minister, Mr 
Assaf Ahmad Ali, warns of N-war 
over Kashmir. 

10—The Western military alliance NATO 
opens door to East European States 
amid warnings by hard-line Russian 
nationalist leader, Mr Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, that the move could lead 
toWoridWarni. 


tion" agreement with the European 
Union (EU), paving the way for 
upgrading the bilateral cooperation 
on economic, financial and technical 
fields. 

21— The final report of the Joint 
Parliamentary committee, probing 
the securities scam, is tabl^ in both 
the Houses of the Parliament. 

22— South Africa's white Parliament votes 
to adopt an interim Constitution thus 
paving the way for countiy's first all¬ 
race sections scheduled for April 
1995. 

24—Finance Minister of India, Dr 
Manmohan Singh, resigns following 
JPC remarlffi. 

JANUARY 

1— North American Free Trade 
Agreement comes into eflect. 

2— India and Pakistan resume talks on 
Kashmir. Two-day foreign secretary 
level talks begin in Islamabad. 

—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
rehises to accept resignation of Dr 
Manmohan Sin^ Finance Minister of 
India. 



m 


' ftejPmaident at'. 
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THE EXAMINER’S 
QUESTIONS 


GUESS 


Q. By what name is the Jower 
house of the new Russian Parliament 
known? 

Ans. Duma. 

■Q. Who was the Chairman of 
the joint Parliamentary Committee 
that probed the securities scam? 

Ana. MrRamNiwasMirdha. 

Q. As per the latest estimates, 
presented by the government to the 
Rajya Sabha, what percentage of In¬ 
dians live below poverty line, as in 
1987-88? 

Ans. 40 per cent. An expert 
group has estimated the percentage 
on the basis of an alternative 
methodology. An earlier estimate 
had put the percentage living below 
poverty line at 29.9 per cent. 

However, as per both estimates, 
Orissa and Bihar were ranked as the 
poorest States, in respect of both 
urban and rural poverty^ 

Orissa headed the list with 55.61 

[ )er cent living below the poverty 
inc, while Bihar has 53.37 per cent. 

Q. What does the Bill of Rights, 
in the new Constitution of South 
Africa, provide for? 

Ans. It provides that all South 
Africans are entitled to equal protec¬ 
tion under law. 

—It outlaws unfair discrimina¬ 
tion on the basis of "race, gender, 
sex, ethnic or social origin, colour, 
sexual orientation, age, disability, 
religion, conscience, belief, culture 
or language". 

—It outlaws torture, forced ser¬ 
vitude or forced labour. 

—Provides for freedom of 
religion, speech, press, assembly and 
association. 

—Provides for right to strike. 

—Provides children with the 
right to basic nutrition, health and 
basic social services. 


Q. To what amount will every 
member of Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha be entitled every year, for car¬ 
rying out developmental work in his 
or her area? 

Ans. Rs one crore. To be called 
the MP's local area development 
scheme, funds under it would be 
released directly by the Ministry of 
Rural Development, who would 
operate the’scheme. Works under the 
scheme would be executed through 
government agencies, by collectors, 
in consultation with MPs. 

Q. With which economic bloc 
has India recently signed an agree¬ 
ment on "partnership and 
development"? 

Ans. European Union (EU). 
India is the first country in Asia to 
have cooperation agreement with 
EU on partnership and develop¬ 
ment. Only Brazil and Mexico have 
so far signed a similar agreement 
with the EU. 

Q. The 1995 SAP gr.mes will be 
held at which place? 

Ans. Madras. 

Q. Name the countries that will 
be participating in tho 1995 SAP 
Games? 

Ans. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Uzbekistan. 
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan arc the 
new entrants. 

Q. Highlight how India stands 
to gain from the GATT a^ reement. 

Ans. India should be able to in¬ 
crease its own exports by $ 1.5 to $ 2 
billion annually. This will be in addi¬ 
tion to its normal exports. 

—The reduction in export.sub¬ 
sidies on agriculture, by developed 
countries, would male Indian 
agricultural exports competitive in 
global market. 

—^India has more to b« nefit from 


the expansion of world trade 
through the GATT agreement rather 
than pursuing any alternative action. 

-^n Trade Related Investment 
Measures (TRIMs), the government 
retains its sovereign right to decide 
what type of foreign inve.stment it 
wishes to allow into the country. 

—The agreement does not seek 
any changes in India’s public dis¬ 
tribution system or the food sub¬ 
sidies. 

—After 10 years there will be no 
protectionism in the textile sector. 

Q. What was Avia India'93? 

Ans. Avia India '93 was the first 
major aerospace and aviation show 
to be held in India. It was held at 
Bangalore between December 15-18, 
1993. 

Q. Where was the Eighth Inter¬ 
national Film Festival for children 
and Young People held? 

Ans. Udaipur. 

Q. What does Multi-fibre arran¬ 
gement refer to? 

Ans. Multi-fibre arrangement 
(MPA) governs the world textile and 
clothing trade by fixing quotas for 
different countries. Once the new 
GATT agreement comes into effect in 
1995, MFA will be phased out and 
textile trade will be incorporated 
into a framework of GATT. 

Q. Name the countrits that took 

E art in the Education For All summit 
eld at New Dellii in December 1993? 
Ans. India, China, Bangladesh, 
Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia, Mexico, 
Nigeria and Pakistan. The summit 
was also attended by the heads of 
UNESCO, UNICEF and the UN 
Family Planning Association 
(UNFPA). The nine countries, that 
took part, account for more than half 
of the world's population, 70 per 
cent of the world's illiterates and half 
of the out-of-school children. 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


The questwra given below were set in the Assistants 
Grade Examination (1992) held on May 2,1993. 

We are grah^l to Mr Ratnesfi Prasad of Ranchi for 
sending these qiwstkms to ns, ITte balance questions will be 
publimed in the next issue. 

• 1. The sum of 2.75 andTTS is: 


(a) f .33 (b) 4.53 

(c) T.53 

(d) T.03 

„ ^+>/5. 

(a) 6 + V35 (b) 6-V35 

(c) 2 

(d) 1 

3. TIm value of 0.S7 is: 



, . 57 ... 57 

(fl) JO <b) 59 

, , 26 
<^>45 



4. If log 27 = 1.431, then the value of log 9 is: 

(a) 0.934 (b) 0.945 (c) 0.954 (d) 0.958 

5. The H.C.F. of two numbers is 11 and their 
L.C.M. is 7700. If one of the numbers is 275, the other is: 

(a) 279 (b) 283 (c) 308 (d) 318 

6. The value of {2 + V2 + 

(a) 2 (b) 2V2 (c) 2-y/2 (d) — 7— 

4 

7 . If X * y = (x + 2)^ (y - 2) then the value of 7 * 5 is: 

(a) 175 (b) 205 (c) 213 (d) 243 

• 8. If X and y are the two digits of the number 

653 X y such that the number is divisible by 80, then x y is 
equal to: 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 6 

9. The H.C.R of three numbers is 12. If they are in 
the ratio 1 ; 2:3, the numbers are: 

(a) 12,24,36 (b) 10,20,30 

(c) 6,12,18 (d) 24,48,72 

10. The value of: 

3.75 X 3.75 - 2 X 3.75 x 2.75 + 2.75 x 2.75 is equal to: 

(a) 1.00 (b) 1.75 (c) 4.75 (d) 6.50 

11. The total number of three digit numbers which 
are exactly divisible by 6 is; 

(a) 149 (b) 150 (c) 151 (d) 166 

12. A no. whoT divided by 119 leaves the remainder 
of 19. If it is divided by 17, it will leave remainder equal 
to: 

(a) 19 (b) 10 (c) 7 (d) 2 

4 

13. A tin of oil was r full. Six bottles of oil were 

5 


taken out and four bottles of oil were poured into it, it 

3 

was ^ full. How many bottle of oil can die tin contain? 

(a) 10 (b) 20 (c) 30 (d) 40 

14. If - s 7 , the value of I+ is; 

y 4 7 y+x 

(a)li (b)| (c)l (d)2 

• 15. If m and n are whole numbers such dtat m” 3 l 21 , 
the value of (m - 1 )" *' is equal to: 

(a) 1 (b) 10 (c) 121 (d) 1000 

16. The largest natural number which exactly 
divides the product of any four consecutive natural 
numbers is; 

(a) 6 (b) 12 (c) 24 (d) 120 

17. How many numbers between 200 and 600 are 
divisible by 4,5 and 6 ? 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 td) 8 

18. If the side of a square is increased by 25% then 
its area is increased by; 

(a) 25% (b) 55% (c) 40.5% (d) 56.25% 

19. If A's height is 10% more than B's, how much per 
cent less is B's height than that of A's? 

(a) 10 % (b) 101 % (c) 10 ^% (d) 9:^% 

20. Which one of the following numbers has a ra¬ 
tional square-root? 

0.4, 0.9, 0.09, 0.025 

(a) 0.4 (b) 0.9 (c) 0.09 (d) 0.025 

21. The least number which leaves remainder 2,3, 

4,5 and 6 when divided by 3,4,5 ,6 and 7 respectively is; 

(a) 419 (b) 421 (c) 414 (d) 426 1 

22. If 75% of a number is added to 75, the result is { 

the number iteclf, then die number is: ' 

(a) 400 (b) 300 (c) 60 (d) 50 

23. For which value of x, the expression 

11.98 X 1158 +11.98 X x + 0.02 X 0.02 

will be a perfect square? 

(a) 0.02 (b) 0.2 (c) 0.04 (d) 0.4 

24. In an examination 1100 boys and 900 girls ap¬ 
peared. 50% of the boys and 40% of the girls passed the 
examination. The pen^tage of candidates who failed is: 

(a) 45.0 (b) 455 (c) 545 (d).59.2 

25. If 76 is divided into four parts proportional to 7, 

5,3 and 4, the smallest part is: 
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(a) 12 (b) 15 (c) 16 (d) 19 

26. The population of a dty increases at the rate of 
5% annually. The pr^ent populaticm is 185220. The 

r ‘f>q>ulation 3 years ago was: 

(a) 181^ (b) 183,433 

(c) 160,000 (d) 127,783 

27. A school has only 3 classes which contain 40,50 
and 60 students respectively. The pass percentage of 
these classes are 10, 20 andf 10 respectively. The pass 
percentage of the school is: 

(a) 13| (6) 15 (c) 16| (d) 20 

28. A student has to secure 40% marks to pass. He 
gets 178 and faUs by 22 marks. The maximum marks are: 

(a) 450 (b) 500 (c) 520 (d) 600 

29. 300 gms of surar solution has 40% sugar in it. 
How much sugar should be added to make it 5l^/o in the 
soluticm? 

(a) 10 gms (b) 40 gms (c) 60 gms (d) 80 gms 

30. The prices of a scooter and T.V. are in the ratio 
5:4 If a scooter costs Rs 4000 more ttian the T.V. set, the 
pricx of T.V. set (in Rs) is: 

(a) 12,000 (b) 14,000 

(c) 16,000 (d) 20,000 

31. Pencils, pens and exercise books in a shop are in 
the ratio 10:2; 3. If there ate 120 pencils, tfie number of 
exercise books in the shop is: 

(a) 36 (b) 48 (c) 72 (d) 400 

1 

32 A fraction which beam the same ratio to — that 

27 

3 j ^5. 
jY does to - is: 

(a) ^ (b) 55 (c) ^ (d):^ 

33. The sum of three numbers is 98. If the ratio of the 
first to the second is 2:3 and that of second to toe toird 
is 5:8, then toe second number is: 

(a) 20 (b) 30 (c) 48 (d) 58 

34. If x and y are connected by a relation x^ + 4y^ = 
4xy toen the ratio of x to y is: 

(a) 2:1 (6)1:2 (c)l:l (d)l:4 

35. If X: y:: 5:2 the value of 8x + 9y: 8x + 2y is: 

(a) 22:29 (6) 29 : 22 (c) 61:26 (d) 26:61 

36. The average of 11 observations is 60. If the 
average of first five observations is 58 and that of last five 
is 56, then the sixth observation is: 

(a) 90 (6) 110 (c) 85 (d) 100 

37. The average age of 25 students is 10 years. If the 
teacher's age is also included, the average age increases 
by one year. The age of toe teacher is: 

(a) 26 years (6) 36 years 

(c) 46 years (d) 25 years 


38. If7;x» 173:225, toen toe valueofx is: 

(«) 9.0 (6) 73 (c) 6.0 <d) 53 

39. The average age of 40 aMohte of^ a dan is 1S> 
years. When 10 new studeiits are admitted, toe avengd 
age is increased by 0.2 years. The average age of the nw 
students is: 

(a) 15.2 years (6) 16 yean 

(c) 16.2 years (d) 16.4 years 

40. A man rows 750 m in 675 seconds against toe 
stream and returns in 7 ~ minutes. His rowing speed in 
still water is: 

(a) 3 km/hr (6) 4 km/hr 

(c) 5 km/hr (d) 6 km/hr 

41>45. Study the table carafully and answer the 
ralated questions: 

The percentages of total population of India by age 
groups for toe year 1982: 


Age group 

Per cent 

upto 15 

30.00 

16-25 

17.75 

26-35 

1725 

36—45 

1430 

46—55 

14.25 

56-65 

5.12 

66 and above 

1.13 

Total 

100.00 


41. If there were 20 million people in toe age group 
of 56—65 and above, what was toe difference rotween 
the populations of age groups 16--25 and 46—55? 

(fl) 10.5 m (6) 13.56 m 

(c) 10.2 m (d) 8.95 m 

42 In India, toere are 200 million people below 36 
years. How many millicai people are in the age group 
46-55? 

(а) 30.07 million (approx) 

(б) 15.75 million (approx) 

(c) 43.85 million (approx) 

(d) 59.30 million (approx) 

43. If the difference, between the number of people 
in toe age group of 46—55 and 16—25 is 14 million, toen 
toe population of India is: 

(a) 400 million (approx) (6) 390 miliion (approx) 

(c) 365 million (approx) (d) Noneoftoese 

44 If the ratio of female and male in toe age group 
26—35 is 950:1000 and total population during1982was 
650 miliion, then what was the number of mdes in toat 
age group? 

(a) 57.5 m (6) 80.5 m 

(c) 90.00 m (d) 6735 m 
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45. If tile percentage of rural peculation of the 
country in 1982was 65% for aU age ^ups, what was tiie 
peremtage of urban populaticm m me age group 36~-45 
and thave to tiiat of total population? 

(a) 12.56% (6) 12.25% (c) 12.6% 

(d) 13.5% 

46<50. The figure given below gives tiie informa¬ 
tion of Er^rt (fruits & ^getables) in crores of Rupees. 
Answer me questions related to data. 




84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 


46. What is decrease per cent of export during 1987- 
88 from 1986-87? 

(a) 10% (b) 9.9% (c) 11% (<0 7.3% 

47. If the export during 1984-85 was 25% more than 
that during 1983^, what was it during 1983-84? ' 

(a) 129.4 ib) 121.3 (c) 135.7 (d) 133.9 

48. What is the difference of export during 1984-86 
and 1986-88? 

(a) 144.10 (b) 134.70 

(c) 144.18 (d) 145.5 

49. Export during 1986-87 is what per cent less tiian 

that during 1984-85? 

(a) 43% (b) 37% (c) 41% (d) 40% 

50. What will be average annual export during the 
period under consideration? 

(a) 123.4 (approx) (6) 1425 (approx) 

(c) 135.6 (approx) (d) 132.4 (approx) 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (6) Its =-2+ .75 3.78 = -3 + .78 

2.75 + 3.78 = - 5 +1.53 = - 4 + .53 = 4.53 
„ V7+>/5 i^+VS 7 + 5 + 2>/35 

1 (t) 

4. (c) log 27 «1.431 

log 3^ * 1.431 or 3 log 3 * 1.431 

. , a 1-431 
.*. log3«—r- 


Ipg9-log3^ = 2log 3 s 


2x1.431 


5. (c) Second no. = 

6. (d) 


LCMXH.CF 
one no. 


3 

7700x11 

275 


» 0.954. 


:308 


7. (d) 

8. (d) 


9. (a) 


10. (a) 

11. (b) 


12. (d) 

13. (d) 


x*y = (x + 2)*(y-2) 

7*5 = (7 + 2)^(5-2)=243 

As the no. 6S xy is divisible by 80 

.*. The digit at unit's place must be 0..'. y = 0 

80s5x 16 (Sand 16 are prime to each other) 

The no. which has '0' at its unit's place is divisible 
by 5 

To be divisible by 16 also, the no. 653 x y must 

have 6 in place of X ( v ^^ = 4085 

Id 

.*. X = 6 

x+y=6+0=6 
H.CJI of tiiree nos. = 12 
Their ratio = 1:2:3 

.•. The reqd nos. are 1 x 12,2 x 12,3 x 12 
i.e. 12,24,36. 

a = The Hrst tiiree digit no. divisible by 6 is 102 
1 = The last three digit no. divisible by 6 is 996 
a + (n-l)d = l 

102 + (n-l)6 = 9% n = No.of 

n = 150 numbers 

Let the volume of the tin be x litres 
and the volume of 1 bottle be y litres 
4 , . . 3 . ac 


A.T.S.|x-6y + 4y = ^ 


y= 


40 


Reqd.no.ofbottles_£_ 

"y" 'Z 

40 

14. (0^ = 1 

l.£ 1.3 

6.2tz£_6 .__Jt . 6 __4_ 

7 v + x“7 X “ 7 3“ 

’ 1 +- 1 +- 

y 4 

15. (d) m^sWl =*m"s*ll^ .*. m = ll,n=2 

(m-l)"*^ = (ll-l)2-'* = 1000 

16. (c) 

17. (b) L.C.M.of4,5,6 = 60 

Ihe no. which is divisible by 60 is also divisible 
by 4,5 and 6. 
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The smallest and largest nos. between 200 and 
600 and. divisible by 60 will be 240 and 540 
respectively. 

a = 240 1 s 540 d s 60 n ^ no. of numbers 

a + (n-l)d = l, 

240+ (n-1)60 = 540 
n = 6 

18. (d) Let the side of square be xm Area = x^ sq.m 

Rate of Increase = 25% 

Increased lengOt of the side 

,100+25, 5 

= (-^)x = 4xm 

New area = (“x)^ “ ff 

T I 25 2 2 9 2 

Increase in area = - x‘ = —x sq. m 

lo lo 


19. (d) 


% increase in area = —=- x 100 = 56.25 
ar 

Let B's height be x cm 

. 100+10. llx 

A's height = — Jpg — X X = — cm 

11Y T 

B's height less than A's height = -jp- - x = — cm 


Reqd. percentage = ~x 100 = ^ = 9 — 


20. (c) 

21 . (a) 

22. (b) 

23. (c) 


Let the no. be x 
A.T.S.x%of75 + 75 = x 


X = 300 


23. (c) The exp. = (11.98)^ +11.98 x x + (0.02)^ 

= a^ + 2ab + b^ = (a + b)^ 

2xb = x .'. x = 2x0.02 = 0.04 

24. (c) Girls who passed = 40%, 

.*. Girls who failed = 60% 

Boys who failed = (100 - 50)% = 50% 

Total students = 1100 + 900 = 2000 
No. of students who failed 

.1100X^ + 900X^ = 1090 

1090 

%age of students who failed = x 100 = 545 

3 

25. (a) The smallest part =— —~~x —rx76 = 12 

7 +5 + 3 + 4 

26. (c) Let the population before three years be X 


.M85220-x(1 + ^)3 


.\x = 16000 


27. (a) Total students = 40 + 50.+ 60 = 150 

No. of students vdto passed = 10% of40 + 50% of 
20+ 10% of 60 = 20 

Percentage of students who passed 

20 1 
-:^xl00 = 13i 

28. (b) Let the total marks be X 

A.T.S. 40% of X = 178 + 22 x = 500 

29. (c) Quantity of 40% sugar solutiem = 300 gm 

(^antity of sugar in this solution = 40% of 300 

= 120gin 

Let the wantity of sugar added to the solution to 
make it 50% sugar solution be x gm 

Total quantity of the solution = (300 + x) gms 
Quantity of sugar in (300 + x) gm of solution 

■in 

= :^x(300 + x) 


29. (c) 


300 + x 


-120 = x 


X = 60 gm 


30. (c) 


31. (a) 


32. (a) 


33. (b) 


Ratio of the prices of a scooter and a TV. set 

= 5:4 

Difference = 5 --4 = 1 

4 

Cost of a TV. set = y X 4000 = Rs 16000 

Pencils: Pens: Exercise books = 10:2:3 
No. of pencils = 120 120 +10 = 12 

10:2:3 = 10x12:2x12:3x12 
= 120:24:36 
No. of exercise books = 36 


Let the fraction be - 

y 

X ±__3, 5 
•’ y‘27"ll 9 

or“X^ = ~X:^ 
y 9 11 27 

■■y"55 

1st no. : 2nd no. 

2 : 3 

5 

10 : 15 


3rd no. 


34. (a) 


Second na . X 98 = 30 

x^+4y^ = 4xy x^ + 4y^-4xy = 0 
or(x-2y)^ = 0 
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Ax-2y■0ss>x«2y ory“2 orx:y«2:l 

35. (b) ' 

36. (a) Total sum of 11 nos.«11X 60 e 660 

Average of first five nos. s 58 
Total sum of firsts nos. s 58 x 5 s 290 
Total sum of lastSjtos. a 56 x5««280 
.-. Sixth no. a 660 - (290 + 280)» 90 

37. (8) Total age of 25 students a 25 X10 a 250 years 

Total age of 25 students +1 tocher 

a (25 +1) (10 +1) a 286 years 
Teacher's age = 286 - 250 a 36 years. 

38. (a) 

39. (b) 

40. (c) Let die rowing speed in still water hex m/sec 

and speed of stream a y m/sec 
Rowing speed downstream 

750 5 , 

ax + ya—- a - m/sCC 

fx60 

Rowing speed upstream 

750 10 , 

^ ^ 5 10 25 25 

x-^y*-x-y = 3 H-- = - .-.xa- 

X a ~ X a 5 km/hr 

lo 0 

41. (c) 6.25% of X a 20 

3.5%ofx = —^ = 10.2m 

O.ZD 

42. Below 36 years, (30+ 17.75+ 17.25) 

a 65% of the population is 200 millions 

200 

.*. People in the age group of46 -55 a-^x 14.25 

a 43.85 (approx) 

43. (a) 

44. (a) 

45. (b) 

r. 101.38-91.38... 

46. (b) Decrease a-- — — -x 100% a 9.9 

'47. (a) 125% of X a 161.78 
161.78x100 
125 

48. (c) 

49. (b) 

50. (d) 


TAKE THE ADVANTAGE OE No. I and 


GEX A. 
HEAD 




Your critical decision for 1994 can not be postponed any 
more, join our correspondmce coaching course and add 
power to your strategies for SUCCESS in 1994 at 






ENGINEERING SERVICES EXAM. 


Enrolment for SIXTH BATCH has started for 

Correspondence Coaching Course in 

* CIVIL ENGINEERING 

* MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

* ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

* ELECTRONICS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
ENGINEERING 

Course MaterUd Thoroughly Revised and UPDATED 
For Prospectus containing Syllabus. Eligibility conditions, 
Types of Questions asked, Guidelines for filling UPSC form, 
course material details etc. send Rs. Fifteen (ISA) by M.O. 
for Ordy. post (Rs. 30A for Regd. post). 


SAIL 

MANAGEMENT TRAINEES 


A KIT AVAILABLE for Mech./Eiect/Electronics 

CONTAINING 

* 1993 Paper 

* The Model Papers containing selected questions from the 
Papers of previous years. 

* Two Practice Papers 

* Work Books on 

(I) Goieral English Test (2) Quantitative Ability Test 
(3) Reasoning Test. (4) General Awareness Test 


Send Rs 245/- by M.O. (Postage Free) 


[MASTERS ACADEMY 


549/6, Gobindpuri Kaikaji, New Oeihi*l 10 019 

(Counter Sales on Tuesdays and Fridays 
I^X) p.m. to 3.00 p.m.) 










WlDJIiV^fVe*irPE iiUB9m»rra 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


1 Mr Lewis Preston is 

(a) Managing Director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 

(b) Director General of the General Agreement on 
Tanff and Tirade (GATT) 

(c) President of die World Bank 

(d) President of International Fund for Agncul- 
ture Development 

2 Pangong Tso, one of the world's highest and 
brackish lak^, is m 

(a) Jammu & Kashmir 

(b) Mizoram 

(c) Assam 

(d) UP 

3 The 6433 metres higfi peak, Mt SnkanUr, was 
scaled on Sept 23, l‘J93 by 

(a) Border Security Force 

(b) a 12-member team of volunteer Army Officers 
(cj Indo-Tibetan Border Police 

(a) a 10-member women's team 

4 Which world famous 11th and 12th century 
marble ten^les m Rajasthan are bemg reconstructed and 
restored to dieir onginal splendour? 

(a) QieenaKesava (b) Bnhadeeswara 

(c) Dilwara (d) Jagannath 

5 'The maible carvings inside the VimalVaseeh and 
Loon Vaseeh (Dilwara temples) called "a dream in 
marble" were damaged by the soldiers of which Muslim 
invader dunng his mvasion of Rajasthan and Gujarat? 

(a) Mahmud Ghazni ft) Alauddm Khilji 
(c) ChangezKhan (d) Timur Lang 

6 Air India started with its inaugural flight cm Oc¬ 
tober 2,1993, to which country? 

(a) South Africa (b) Vietnam 

(c) Korea (lO Israel 

7 Ms Robin RapheL die U S Assistant Secretary of 
State for South Asian Affairs, was in the news because she 
said that 

(a) Kashmir issue should be settled as per 1972 
Simla Agreement between India and Pakistan 

(b) Kashmir is a disputed territory 

(c) Kashmir is an mtegral part of India 

(d) Kashmir should be deaared independent 

8 In whicn State the Kaber Bird Sanctuary Project, 
Asia's biggest Wetland Bird Sanctuary, is being set up? 

(a) Bihar (b) Orissa 

(c) UP (d) Rajasthan 

9 Ozone, a molecule made up of three atoms 
oxygen, comprises a layer of the atmosphere that 

(a) absorbs harmful ultraviolet radiabon 


(b) brings unusually cold winter 

(c) keeps continued presence of man-made 
chlonne chemicals 

(d) absorbs sulphuric aad m the i;^per atmos¬ 
phere 

10 A Dobson imit IS a measure for the physical thick¬ 
ness of die 

(fl) Ozone layer 

(b) upper atmosphere 

(c) upper reaches of the atmosphere over An- 
tarcbca 

(d) sulphunc acid m die upper atmosphere 

11 At which place, the "French City" plan, mooted 
by the French Government and approved b> the West 
Bengal Govemmnent, is coming up? 

(a) ChandanNagar (b) 24-Parganas 

(c) Asansol (d) Jamshedpur 

12 The white marbled llazradial shiinc on the 
western banks of Dai Lake in Srinagar is famous for the 
holy relic of Prophet Mohammad brought and placed here 
at Ae end of the 

(a) 14th century (b) 15th century 

(c) 16th century (d) 17th century 

13 "Kolu", an essentially a women's festival, is 
celebrated in 

(a) Kerala (b) Andhra Prade^ 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Punjab 

14 Golden jubilee celebra tions of Azad Hind govern¬ 
ment was held recently at 

(a) Taipei (b) Renkoji 

(r) Moirang (d) Tokyo 

15 A joint ojierabon by the Indian Navy and the 
Centre of b^rune Archaeology of Andhra University is to 
be launched sometime between Dec '93 and Feb '94 to 
locate an eleventh century temple lymg submerged in the 
sea off the coast of 

(a) Visakhapatnam (b) Paradeep 

(c) Futiconn (d) Dhanusnkodi 

16 Which pohbcal party in Canada came to power in 
elections held on Oct 25, '93? 

(a) Conservative Party 

(b) Liberal Party 

(c) Quebecois 

(d) Reform Party 

17 The National Water Management Projects in 
Haryana are aided by 

(a) IMF (b) World Bank 

(c) Russia (d) USA 

18 Telugu Ganga Project envisages optimal use of 
surplus water of which nver? 


BM FEBRUARY S4 COMPEimON MASTER 


to) Krishna ft) Cauvery 

(c) CiocUivsii (a) Yamuna 

19. Ntongkiem dance festival is part of the autumn 
fanfare In: 

to) IHpura ft) Assam 

(c) Meghalaya (4) Mizoram 

20. "Chaitanpbhoomi", a Rs 5.5. crore Central 
memorial for Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar is to be built at: 

(a) Phide Museiun at Deccan Gymkhana in Pune 
ft) Buddha Jayanti Park in Delhi 
(c) Rajgruha in Dadai^ Bombay 
(<0 near Rajghat, New Delhi 

21. The concept of a separate Jharkhand State is veer* 
ing round 26 districts of four contiguous States. Which of 
the following is NOT a ccmtiguous State? 

ft) Orissa ft) West Bengal 

(c) Madhya Pradesh (4) Bihar 

ft) UP. 

22. Salar Jung Museum—known the world over as 
the largest single collection of art objects from different 
continents—is in: 

ft) Secunderabad ft) Hyderabad 

ft) Tughlakabad (a) Allahabad 

23. At which place in Turkey, recent excavations have 
revealed remarkable influence of advanced Vedk culture 
with traces of agrarian settlements^ 

ft) Nevali Con Valley 
ft) Istanbul 
ft) Ankara 
ft) Antalya 

24. The author of the book "Faddy Clarke Ha Ha 
Ha", which recently won the Booker Prize worth U.S. 
dollars 30,000 is 

ft) Roddy Doyle 
ft) Samuel Beckett 
ft) Rigoberta Menchu 
ft) Michael Ondaa^e 

25 The author of the book' "Blind Men of Hmdoos- 
tan! Indo-Pak Nuclear War" Is 

ft) Gen Smith Francis Roddies 
ft) Gen Krishnaswamy Sunderji 
ft) Gen Vishwa Natii Sharma 
(cf) Gen K.V Krishna Rao 

26 N.T. Ramarao, the Telugu Desam Party leader, 
formally launched his second wife Mrs I,axmi Parvathi 
into politics at a conference-cum-public meeting on Oct 
31,1993, held at the histone city of; 

ft) Hyderabad (b) Rajahmundry 

ft) Vijayawada (a) Urupathi 

27. A stone idol of Lord Adinath, the hrst Jain Tcer- 
thankar, was found recently at* 

ft) Akot ft) Akola 

ft) Nasik ft) Nanded 

28. The headquarters of the Huropoin Union (EU) 
which came into being on Nov 1, 1993, under the 
Maastricht Treaty, is at 

ft) London ft) Paris 


ft) Brussels ft) Berlin 

29. ^utii Asian Federation ^AF) Games were held 
on Dec 27*28,1993, at 

ft) Dhaka ft) Colombo 

ft) B^kok (4 NewCh^ 

30. Recent excavations in Nevali Cori Valley in 
llirkey, have revealed remarkable influence of advanced: 

to) Vedic Culture 
ft) Indus Vallw Civilization 
(cj Sumerian Civilization 
(a) Mesopotamian Civilization 

31. Which commission went tiirouj^t the craitrover* 
stal aspect of the Konkan Railway in Goa? 

ft) Mirdha Commission 
ft) Oza Commission 
ft) Ramamurti Commission 
ft) Sarkaria Commission 

32. Kakinada port is being developed into a deep sea 
port with the assistance of: 

ft) WoridBank 

ft) Asian Development l^nk 

ft) IMF (d) IBRD 

33. An ambitious programme called "Kalam Kranti" 
has been drawn by 

ft) Punjab ft) Haryana 

ft) Uttar Pradesh ft) Bihar 

34. The first all*women police station is m: 

ft) Guwahati ft) Delhi 

ft) Chandigarh (d) Panjim 

35. The declaration to start a movement code-named 
as "Operation Bhasmasur" for "liberating" tiie Gyan- 
vyapi Masjid at Varanasi adjacent to the Kashi Vish- 
wanath temple, has been made by: 

ft) Shiv Sena leaders based in Delhi 
ft) BJP leaders 

(c) Vishdv Parishad leaders 

(d) All Sangh Parivar leaders 

36 The first woman doctor in India was: 

ft) Clara Swam ft) Fanny Butler 
ft) Leeza Elizabeth (d) Jbhny Russel) 

37 The language used during Sangam period was: 

ft) Telugu ft) Malayalam 

ft) Tamil ft) Sanskrit 

38 Hiroshi Nakajima i.s Director-General of: 

ft) WHO ft) UNICEF 

ft) FAO ft) UNESCO 

.39 Lothai in Ahmcdabad district of Gujarat was the 
best example of maritime activity during 

ft) Mauryan period ft) Harappan period 
ft) Sunga period ft) Chola period 

40. Jean Chretien, who was recently elected as Prime 
Minister of Canada, belongs to which political party? 
ft) Democrat ft) Conservative 

ft) Liberal (d) Labour 

41 Frederico Mayor is Director General of: 
ft) FAO ft) UNESCO 
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/ (c) WHO (d) UNICEF 

Selected (piesHcm from recentfy-hdd 
D^nu Services exammatms. 

42. The bright heavenly body with a long Iiuninous 
^tail is called a; 

(a) planet (b) constellation 

(c) comet (<0 satellite 

43. Which of the following features distinguish musi¬ 
cal sounds from noise? 

1. Regularity in sound 

2. A musical sound has a single frequency 

3. Absence of sudden changes of amplihide in 
respect of musical soimds 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

, Codes: 

(a) land2 (b) land3 

(c) 2 and 3 (a) 1,2 and 3 

44. Who among the following is a prominent leader 
of the Narmada Ba<^o Andolan? 

(a) Sundarlal Bahugima 

(b) Medha Patkar 

(c) Swami Agnivesh 

(d) Chimanbnai Patel 

45. The Chairman of the Finance Commission at 
present is; 

(a) Manmohan Singh 

(b) N.K.P. Salve 

(c) Pranab Mukherjee 
id) K.C.Pant 

46. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan who 
was dismissed by President Ghulam Ishaq Khan was res¬ 
tored to office by: 

(a) the army (b) the court 

(c) a referendum (d) the Central legislature 

47. Separatist forces in Abkhazia want that region to 
secede from: 

(a) Georgia (b) Annenia 

(c) Bosnia (d) Serbia 

48. The lnsat-2 B was laimched from: 

(a) Kourou (b) Sriharikota 

(c) Thumbs (d) Kavalur 

49. Rath Yatra is a major festival in the temple at: 

(a) Dwaraka (b) Ayodhya 

(c) Puri (d) Varanasi 

50. Samajwadi Party is led by; 

(a) Chandrasekhar 

(b) KanshiRam 

(c) Subramanyam Swami 

(d) Mulayam Singh Yadav 

51. Glaucoma leads to progressive: 

(a) loss of vision 

(b) loss of hearing 

(c) loss of ability to distinguish odours 

(d) changes in speech characteristics 

52. Which one of the following substances is released 
into the blood stream of a normal individual fbllowmg an 


increase in the concentratitm of Wood 8Ug»f? 

(a) Hormone lb) Insidin 

(c) Glucagon (d) Eiu^me 

53. The Indian sci«itisl whose name is aasodated 
with the measurement of growA in |)lants is; 

(a) H.G. Khorana (b) C-V. Raman 

(c) J.C. Bose la) Meghnad Saha 

54. Consider die following statements: 

Assertion (A): On the equinox, dte duration ol the days 
and nights is equal aU over the globe. 

Reason (R): The sun is directly over tiie equator. 

Of these statements 

la) both A and R are true and R is tiie correct 
explanation of A 

(b) both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A IS true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

55. The disintegration and decomporition of rocks is 
known as: 

(a) weathering (b) erosim 

(r) denudation (d) mass washing 

56. Major earthquakes had taken place at the follow¬ 
ing places of India: 

1. Koyna 

2. Kangra 

3. Uttara Kasi 

The correct chronological sequence of these 
earthquakes (oldest first and the most recent last) is: 

(fl) 1,3,2 (b) 2,1,3 

(c)2,3,l (d) 1,2,3 

57. The parties to the dispute regarding the sharing 
of the Cauvery water are: 

(a) Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala 

(c) Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala 

(d) Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala 

58. The developing countries have only a minor 
share of the world trade because: 


(a) their economies are not trade oriented 

(b) they face fierce competition from trade group¬ 
ings like the EEC 

fc) they lack the necessary infrastructure 
{a) they produce mainly primary goods whose 
prices are low 

59. Srisaiiam hydroelectric project is on the river. 

(a) Tungabhadra (b) Sharavati 

(c) Krishna (d) Cauvery 

60. Which one of the following pairs is correctly 
matched? 


(a) Kanpur Paper manufacturing 

(b) Coirhbatexe : Textile industry 

(cj Ahmedabad : Leather indus^ 

(a) Murshidabad. Copper smelting 

61. The Teen Bigha Corridor area' has b^ giv^ on 
lease to; 
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te) Nqwl m Bhutan 

(c) Bangladesh (a) Myanmar 

62. Consider the graph given below: 



As per the line marked Y on the graph, the growth of 
opulaticffi is; 

(a) exponential (&) linear 

(c) constant (d) declining 

63. Port Blair is situated in: 

(a) North Andaman 
(i>) South Andaman 
{c) Middle Andaman 

(a) Little Andaman 

64. Which of the following statement about Paradeep 
ort are true? 

I 

1. It is specially designed for the export of iron 
ore. 

2. It is located on the Orissa coast. 

3. It is die biggest seaport in India. 

4. The area around the port is a free trade zone. 
Select the correct ansioer bif using the codes given Mom: 
Codes: 

(a) land 2 (b) 1,2 and 3 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 2,3 and 4 

65. The year 712 was an important landmark in In- 
lian history because it was in that year that 

(a) the Arabs occupied Sind 
lb) Yasovarman of Kanyakubja ascended the 
throne 

(c) Harshvardhana held at Prayag a meat Bud¬ 
dhist assembly in which Hiuan Tsang gave 
discourses 

(d) the cave temples of Ellora were carved 

66. During the Mughal period Mansur was a great. 

(a) poet (b) architect 

(c) painter (d) sufi saint 

67. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel gave up his lucrative 
egal practice and joined Mahatma Gandhi at the time of 
he: 

(a) Champaran Satyagraha 

(b) Ahmedabad Mill Strike 

(cj Satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act 

(d) Jallianwala ragh massacre 

68. 'Poorna Swaraj' became the ot^ective of die Con- 
;ress at its session held at: 

(a) Bombay (b) Calcutta 

(c) Madras , (a) Lahore 

69. In the case of a conflict between the Centre and a 
itate in respectof a subject included in tlw Concurrent List 


in die Constitution of India, 

(a) tire law of the State prevails 

(b) the law of tint Centre prevails 

(c) the matter is resolved DV the Supreme Court of 
India 

(d) tiie law which had been passed first would 
prevail 

70. Whidt one of tire following thinkers did not in¬ 
fluence Gandhiji? 

(a) Tolstoy (b) Thoreau 

(c) Gokhale (<0 Trotsky 

71. The first State in India to in^^lement Panchayati 
Raj system was: 

(a) Punjab {b) Rajasthan 

(c) Gujarat (<0 Uttar Pradesh 

72. The Reiraissance first began in: 

(a) England (b) France 

(c) Germany (d) Italy 

73. Match List I with list II and select the correct 
airswer by using tire codes givor below the lists: 


List I 

(Renaissance Writers) 

A. Dante 

B. MachiavelU 

C. Rebelais 

D. Cervantes 
Codes: 


List II 
(Works) 

1. Pant^mel 

2. Don Quixote 

3. The Prince 

4. Divine Comedy 


74. What is the conect choronological sequence of the 
following: 

1. Massachusetts Assembly 

2. The Boston Tea Party 

3- The Philadelphia Congress 
Choose the answer from the codes given behw: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2,3 (b) 2,1,3 

(c) 2,3,1 (d) 3,2,1 

75. Which of the following statemente are correct 
regarding the Planning Commission in India? 

1. It is an advisory body 

2. It is a statutory body 

3. The Prime Minister is its ex-officio Chairman 
4 It makes plans for the Union as well as tiie 

States 

Cluwse the answer from the codes given belom; 

Codes: 

(a) 1,3 and 4 

(b) 2,3 and 4 

(c) land3 

(d) 2and4 

76. Which one of the following is not a chief organ of 
the United Nations ? 
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(a) Security G}undl 
ih) General Asseinbty 
(cj Internaticmal Labour Organisation 
(<0 International Court of Justice 

77. The deficiency of which one of the following 
gives rise to a disease diaracterized by oedema, sub¬ 
cutaneous haemorrhages, anaemia, and pathdlc^ical 
changes in the teedi ^md gums? 

(a) \^tamin B ccunplex 

(b) Ascorbic add 

(c) Cyanocobalamin 

(d) Retinol 

78. Which of the following are poi lutants that a traffic 
constable is likely to inhale? 

1. Carbon monoxide 2. Lead 
3. Sulphur dioxide 4. Oxides of nitrc^en 
Choose the correct answer from the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,3 and 4 

(c) 1,2 and 4 (d) ^ 3 and 4 

79. Whkb of dre following countries have achieved a 
negative growth rate of population? 

(a) France, Italy and Ireland 

(b) Australia, Canada and Sweden 
(cj Japan, U.S.A. and Russia 

{a) U.K., Sweden and Germany 

80. A steel ball dropped in a viscous liquid, like oil, 
will attain a constant velocity after an initial acceleration. 
The above observation reflects a sdentific law discovered 
by: 

Stoke 
Bernoulli 

81. The Rafdhani Express recently introduced runs 
between: 

(a) Hazrat Nizamuddin and Madras 

(b) Hazrat Nizamuddin and Hyderabad 

(c) New E)elhi and Ahmedabao 
Id) New Delhi and Guwahati 

62. Which one of the following bills can be intro¬ 
duced in the Parliament only after the consent of the 
President? 

(a) The Constitution Amendment Bill 

(b) The Finance Bill 

(c) The Bill for the creation of a new State 

(a) The Bill providing for the creation of a new Ail 
India Service 

83. Which of the following factors is/are responsible 
for West Bengal being the largest producer of jute in India? 

1. It experiences high temperature and receives 
high rainfall 

2. Annual flood-silts provide natural fertilizer 

3. It has the highest concentration of J utc mills. 

4. It is located at the sea-board. 

Select the correct answer from the codes git/en below: 
Codes: 


{a) Poiseuille 
(c) Rayle^ 


(fl) 1 only 
(c) 1,2 and 3 


(b) land2 

(d) l,2,3and4 


84. The presence of mobture in ataoniBiieie can be 
ascertained l^observine water drops outsioe Bte suifoce 
of a steel glass filled witin: 

(a) hot milk hot water 

(c) cold water (a) ordinary water 

85. Which one of the following shows correct 
sequence of places in descending older of average sum¬ 
mer rainfall? 

(a) Jatsalmer, Pune, Allahabad, Cherapunji 

(b) Cherapunji, Jaisalmer, Pune, Allahabad 
(cj Allahabaa, Ihine, Jaisalmer, Cherapunji 
(a) Cherapunji, Allahabad, Pune, Jaisalmer 

86. The source of the blue gem stcme, lapis lazuli, for 
the people of the Harappan culture was: 

(a) Gujarat 

(b) A^hanistan 

(c) Western Uttar Pradesh 

(d) Maharashtra 

87. Cholera bacillus was discovered by: 

(a) Joseph Lister (b) Robert Koch 

(c) Ronald Ross (d) Louis Pasteur 

88. In the Vedic society the term used to denote a 
group of families was: 

(a) grama (b) gotra 

(c) vish (d) )ana 

89. Which one of the following was an important 
port on the eastern coast during die Gupta period? 

(a) Broach (b) Sopara 

(c) Tamralipta' (d) Kalyan 

90. Which of the following arc true regarding equi¬ 
noxes? 

1. They occur on March 21st and September 22nd. 

2. They depict equal days and equal nights on 
March 21st and September 2?nd chi all places 
of the earth. 

3. All places on the earth have equal temperature 
during equinoxes. 

(Choose the correct answer from the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

ANSWERS 


It's in frontier regions of Jammu & Kashmir 

Dilwara temples are in Mt. Abu (Rajasthan) 

6. (a) 7. (b) 

Kaber Lake in Begusarai (Bihar) had been 
declared as a NaticHial Bird Sanctuary on June 20, 
1989. 

10. (fl) 

It is located on the western bank of the Ganga, 
some 40 km nordi of Calcutta. The Trench C^ 

E lan is to recapture and revive the lingering 
aces of French culture in its former enclave. 



9. (a) 
11. (a) 
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12. (<0 I’elic of the Prophet Mohammad was 

brought to India by Syeo Abdullah, one of the 
descendants of Hazrat Imam Hussain, who had 
inherited the holy relic from his forefathers in 
1634. 

13. (c) 

14. (c) 1tis45km£romlmphal^^nipur). (Theashesof 

Netaji Subhas Qumder wse are kept in Renkoji 
temple in Tokyo.) 

15. (a) It is diou^t that the temple known as "Vaisak* 

heswar temple" could be a very important link in 
the chain in dte study of ancient Inoia, particular¬ 
ly the Chola period. 

16. (b) (Jean Chretien is the new Prime Minister of 

Canada.) 

17. (b) 18. (a) 19. (c) 20. (c) 

21. (e) 22. (ft) 

23. (a) The site is dated back to 7000 B.C. 

24. (aj 25. (6) 26. (b) 

27. (a) The town is about 42 km from Akola. 

28. (c) 29. (a) 

30. (a) The site is dated back to 7000 B.C. as claimed by 

Dr B.G. Sidharth. 

31. (b) 32. (b) 33. (b) 34. (a) 

35. (a) 

36. (a) Clara Swain of America was the first woman doc¬ 

tor who arrived in India in 1875 and the second 
was the English woman Fanny Butler who came 
in 1880. 

37 (c) 38. (a) 


39. (b) Lothal in Ahmedabad district dl Gi^at was the 

best example of maritime activity in die Harap- 
pan culture. 

The discovery of a dockyard at Lothal measur¬ 
ing 710 feet by 125 feet besides corrobwating 
Indian marifime trade widi Mesopotamia and 
other countries also proved his meory of the 
people having migrated to odieir places diem- 
selves as the opening of the dockyard was 
found to be blocked. 

40. (c) 41. (b) 42. (c) 43. (b) 

44. (b) 45. (d) 46. (b) 47. (b) 

48. (a) 49. (c) 50. (d) 51. (a) 

52. (bj 53. (c 54. (b) 55. (c) 

56. ft) 57. ft) 58. ft) 59. (c) 

60. (d) 61. (c) 62. (c) 63. ft) 

64. ( 0 ) 65. la) 66. ft) 67. la) 

68. id) 69. (c) 70. (b) 71. (d) 

72. (d) 73. (d) 74. (b) 75. {a) 

76. (cj 

77. (b) Ascorbic Acid is Vitamin C. 

78. Ic) 79. (c) 80. {b) 81. (a) 

82. (c) Refer page 169 "Introauction to the Constitution of 

Indu by Durga Das Basu. 

83. (a) 84. (c) 85. (d) 86. (b) 

87. ft) 

88. (a) P. 243 "Hindu IVorid" by Benjamin Walker. 

89. (c) Refer "Br/tennica", 1991, Page 531, Volume 11, See 

Tamluk, ancient TamraliptT 

90. (6) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The following are anszvcrs to the 
remaining questions of N.DA. Ex¬ 
amination held on the 12th of Sept 1993. 
The answers to the first 27 questions of 
the paper were published in our January 
issue. 

COMPREHENSION 

' (Items 28 to 39) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have three short 
passages. After each passage you will 
find pur questions based on tlw passage. 
First, read Passage I and answer the 
questbns based on it. Then go on to the 
next passage. 

Examples T and 'J' are solved for 
you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be itprag- 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that 
confronts us squarely and unmis* 
takenly is the desire for peace, 
security and happiness. Different 
forms of life at different levels of ex¬ 
istence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, 
no matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human beings 
or to the lower groups such as 
animals, all beings primarily seek 
peace, comfort and security. Life is as 
dear to a mute creature as it is to a 
man. Even the lowliest insect strives 
for protection against dangers that 
threaten its life. Just as each one of us 
wants to live and not to die, so do all 
other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of exist¬ 
ence are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living 
beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its 
life 

J. One of the following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential in develop- 
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ing the author's position 

(a) All forms of life have a 
single overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with 
a desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn be¬ 
tween happiness and life 
and pain and death 

Explanation: 

I. The. idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all 
living beings', which is response (c). 
So (c) is to be marked in your Answer 
Sheet. 

J. The best assumption underly¬ 
ing the passage is “The will to survive 
of a creature is identified with a 
desire for peace', which is response 

(b). So (b) is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 28 to 39. 

Passage I 

The avowed purpose of the exact 
sciences is to establish complete intel¬ 
lectual control over experience in 
terms of precise rules which can be 
formally set out and empirically 
tested. Could that ideal be fully 
achieved, all truth and all error could 
henceforth be ascribed to an exact 
theory of the universe, while we who 
accept this theory would be relieved 
of any occasion for exercising our 
personal judgement. We .should only 
have to follow the rules faithfully. 
Classical mechanics approaches this 
ideal so closely that it is often thought 
to have achieved it. But this leaves 
out of account the element of per¬ 
sonal judgement involved in apply¬ 
ing the formulae of mechanics to the 
facts of experience. 

28. An exact theory of the 
universe is 

(a) not desirable 

(b) improbable 

(c) possible 


(d) yet to be made 

29. In exact sciences 

(a) personal judgements are 
set aside in favour of a i 
mechanical theory 

(b) one does not tind answers 
to all questions and 
pn^lems 

(c) one reposes faith in actual 
experience 

(d) one interprets the universe 
according to one's wish 

30. Classical mechanics 

(a) has formulated precise 
rules 

(b) has gained intellectual 
control over the world 

(c) has formulated an exact 
theory of the universe 

(d) just falls short of achieving 
intellectual control over 
experience 

31. The purpose of the exact 
sciences is to 

(rt) form opinions about our 
experience 

(b) formulate principles 
which will help us to exer¬ 
cise our personal judge¬ 
ment 

(f) assert our intellectual su¬ 
periority 

(d) make formal and testable 
rules which can help 
verify experience 

Passage 11 

It is not luck but labour that 
makes men. Luck, says an American 
writer, is ever waiting for something 
to turn up; labour wi& keen eyes and 
strong will always turns up some¬ 
thing. Luck lies in bed and wishes the 
postman would bring him news of a 
legacy; labour turns out at six and 
with busy pen and ringing hammer 
lays the foundation of con^tence. 
Luck whines, labour watches. Luck 
relies on chance; labour on character. 
Luck slips downwards to self-indul¬ 
gence; labour strides upwards and 



aspires to independence The convic¬ 
tion, therefore, is extending that 
diUgencs is the mother of good luck, 
m odier words, that a man's success 
m life will be prop<H'tionatc to his 
efforts, to his industry, to his atten¬ 
tion to small thmgs 

32 Whidi one of the following 
words in the passage indicate that the 
writer does not ultimately re|cct the 
element of luck? 

(fl) "luck IS ever waiting" 

(6) "luck whines" 

(c) "diligence is ttio mother of 
good luck" 

((0 "luck wishes the 
postman would bring him 
news" 

33 Which one of die following 
statements is true about the passage? 

{a) Luck IS necessary for suc¬ 
cess 

(b) Success depends only on 
hard work 

(() Expectation of goixi luck 
always meets with disap¬ 
pointment 

(if) Success is exactly propor 
tionate to hard work 

34 " labour tui ns out at six and 
with busy pen and ringing hammer 
lays the foundation of compttnue 
This statement means 

(a) hard work of all kinds 
makes people efficient 

(l>) the labourer lavs the foun- 
dabon of the building 

(() the writer and the labi>urer 
are the true eyes of the 
society 

(d) there is no woiker who 
works so haul as the 
labourer who begins his 
day a» six in the morning 

35 Which one of the following 
statements sums up the meaning of 
the passage? 

(<j) Luck waits without exei- 
tion but labour exerts 
without waiting 

(b) Luck v^aits and complains 
without working while 
labour achieves success al¬ 
though It complains 

(c) Luck IS self-indulgent but 
labour is selfless 

(d) Luck often ends in defeat 
but labour produces luck 


Passage in 

Fifty million pounds are spent 
every year in Great Britain on choco¬ 
lates and confeebonery So it is an¬ 
nounced m a paragraph relating to 
the Chocolate and Confectionery Ex¬ 
hibition at Olympia Statistics arc 
often depressing now-a-days, but the 
figures I have quoted give us 
grounds for believing that the world 
IS in some important respects a bettei 
place today than it has ever been 
iHjfoie What child of any age, since 
Moses lay in the ark of bulrushes, 
would not wish to ha\e been bom 
into a world containing such moun¬ 
tains of edible happiness? 

36 What, accoidmg to the 
author, is so depressing about statis¬ 
tics now-a-days? 

(i) They make long lists of cal¬ 
culations 

(b) They are made by every 
country 

k) Thei make one feel un¬ 
comfortable with sug¬ 
gested enormity 
(J) They are undependable 
heiause they are always 
wrong 

37 Why does the author Siiy that 
the woi Id IS a better place today ? 

(a) The world has enormous 
statistics 

(b) The world has sweets in 
abundance 

(i; A goixj deal of money is 
sp«>nt on swc*tts 
(d) C hiKlien of today have the 
w idest choice of swi*ets 

38 Which one of the following 
expressions is nearest m meaning tc 
die phrase the ark of bulrushes ? 

(rt) \ boat 1 owed by hands 
{b) A wicker basket for float 
ing in water 

(0 A box made of w ood 
(d) A raft that floats 

39 By saying that' the woild is 
a better place today than it has e\ er 
been b'*tore" because of the 
availability of sweets in al > ndance, 
the writer 

(a) ironically condemns the 
manufactui e of sweets 

(b) strikingly makes a state¬ 
ment from the point of 


view of children who love 
sweets 

(c) exaggerates sweet-eating 

(d) criticizes wasting large 
amounts of money on 
chocolates and confec¬ 
tionery 

RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 

(Itenii 40 to 44) 

Dtrechons: 

In Items 40 to 44, there are stx sen¬ 
tences nmrked Sj, St, P, Q, R, S The 
positioMs of Si and Se ate fixed You ate 
required to choose one qfthefinir alterna¬ 
tives giveti below nvry passaj^ which 
would be the mast logical sequence of the 
sentences in the passage 

Mark your response on the An<swcr 
Sheet at the appropriate space 

Example X has been solved for 

you 

Example X 

Sj A poor peasant went off early 
one morning to plough, taking vn4\ 
him for his breakfast a piece of bread 

Sb He lifted the coat, but the 
bread was gone' 

P After a while, when his horse 
was tired and he was hungry, the 
peasant stopped ploughing 

Q He hid it under a bush and 
started work 

R He went to get his coat and his 
breakfast 

S He got his plough ready and 
put his (oat round the bread 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) SQI’R (i>) QPRS 

(O PRSQ (d) RSQP 

r xjtlanation The proper sequence 
in this Example is SQPR which is 
marked (a) 1 herefore (a) is the correct 
answer 

Now attempt items 40 to 44 

40 S| A man handed a pair of 
tiousers to the departmental store- 
clerk and said, "I'd like these altered, 
please " 

Ss Triumphanllv he put the 
trousers and the receipt on the 
counter and said, "I'd like to have 
these altered, please 

P He said that free alteration is 
not possible without a receipt 

Q The man said, "Okay, I'd like 
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to tetum tine trousers." Hw clerk took 
them back and returned his money. 

R: The man pushed Are money 
and said, "Now 1 want to buy diem." 
The derk put the trousers in a bag, 
issued a receipt and handed him 
bodi. 

S: The clerk asked for the sales 
receiptbut after searching his pockets 
the man replied that he l^d lost it. 

The proper sequence should be 

(fl) QRPS 

(b) SPQR 

(c) PSRQ 

(d) PSQR 

41. 5i: She used to work at the 
desk next to mine in the office several 
years ago. 

Sa: I am glad that their demands 
have been accepted. 

P: But it must have been ex¬ 
asperating that a male sitting beside 
her was doing the same work as she 
was and being paid more. 

Q: She is certain to be still there, 
in the same old brown suit and fur 
lined boots. 

R: She was as kind as she was 
efficient. 

S: Now she and all her friends 
have won their long campaign for the 
justice of equal pay to be recognized. 

The proper sequence should be 

(«) SPRQ 

(b) RQPS 

(c) SPQR 
id) QRPS 

42. Si: Obesity is a curse of 
modem times. 

Ss: This is because today's 
changed life styles often mean less 
physical exertion and an over indul¬ 
gence in unhealthy food. 

P; As a result, what is lost is the 
natural goodness of roughage and 
important nutrients. 

Q: Invariably, fat and sugar 
which cause obesity are added to 
make food more palatable. 

R: In these days food gets more 
refined and cooking me^ods are., 
more intricate. 

S: Therefore, there are more 
obese people today than ever before. 


The pixq>er sequence should be 

(a) QPRS 

(b) RPQS 

(c) RQPS 

(4 RPSQ 

43. Si: The two younpters first 
met in the corridors of the college. 

Se: The wedding took place on 
the appointed date. 

P: With their parents' consent 
they set their wedding date. 

Q: The publication of the final 
year results marked the completion 
of their studies. 

R: They agreed to get married 
after completing their studies. 

S: Their intimacy grew and they 
began to meet at their homes. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPRS 

(b) RSQP 

(c) SRQP 

id) PQRS 

44. St: Let me elaborate a little on 
what 1 mean by a properly chan¬ 
nelled scientific approach. 

S6: And of course, there are sol¬ 
diers, commandos, to say nothing of 
intelligence men, besides many 
others who do their bit to make a 
successful attack. 

P: There are planners deciding 
the strategy. 

Q: In a major war, there are 
several different operations in¬ 
volved. 

R: There are complex issues in¬ 
volving communications between 
different nerve centres. 

S: There are factories producing 
the required armaments. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSRQ 

(b) RSPQ 

(c) SRQP , 

(d) QPSR 

SELECTING WORDS 
Simple Sentences {Items 45 to 50) 

Each of the following sentences 
(items 45 to 50) ms a blank space and 
four words giveti i^er the sentence. 
Select whichever^ word you consider 
most aj^opriate for the blank space 
and indicate your I 'hoic^ on the Answer 


Sheet. 

Now answer items 45 to 50. 

45. Authority when it is 
not supported by the moral purity of 
it's user. 

(a) empowers 

(b) crumbles 

(c) prevails 

(d) waits 

46. Speeding and blocking are 

traffic offences which lead to_^ac¬ 

cidents. 

(a) minor 

(b) urban 

(c) gruesome 

(d) winsome 

47. __leaming does not help 
the mental growth of a student. 

(a) Guided 

(b) Fast 

(c) Assisted 

(d) Rote 

48. In spite of his best efforts, he 

could achieve_success. 

(a) a little 

(ft) near 

(c) little 

(d) extraordinary 

49. 'He is a pastmaster at_ 

cock and bull story whenever his 
boss tries to pull him up for his 
negligence. 

(a) cooking up 

(b) dishing out 

(c) hitting upon 

(d) pulling out 

50. The mounting pressure was 

so overwhelming that he ultimate¬ 
ly_to her wish. 

(a) yielded in 

(b) gave in 

(c) cowed in 

(d) agreed in 


ANSWERS 



30. (d) 
33. (d) 
36. (c) 


39. 


42. (a) 
45. (b) 
48. (a) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


(c) I'i id) 


id) 19 


Find out the missing number 

1 87,86,85,81,73, ,37 

id) 68 ib) 64 (r) 59 (d) 61 

(c) None of these 

2 7,14,4^ 168, 

(fl) 672 (l>) 840 (t) 504 id) 7% 

(f) None of these 

3 9,20, ,48,65,84 

(a) 31 ib) 37 (c) 29 (d) 33 

(e) None of these 

4 15,32,18, ,21,16,24 

(a) 24 ib) 28 (c) 26 (d) 19 

(p) None of these 

5 6,11,32,127, 

ia) 531 ib) 601 (r) 634 (d) 498 

(e) None of these 

6 4,7,9,14,16, ,25,28 

ia) 21 (ft) 23 (() 19 id) 20 

(() None of these 

7 12,14,27,42,70, 

(fl) no (6)97 (() in (d) 102 

(p) None of these 

8 6,42,7, ,3,15,5,45 9 

(a) 10 ib) 28 (t) 25 ^d) 21 

(<) None of these 

Which among a, b, c, d and e is the largest’’ 

9 («) ib) 5 (t) , 


question mark 


id) 20 


td) 21 


9 (.) ? 




10 ia) I ib) (f) I 

id) (p) Y7 

Match the nght parts: 

11 529,225,289,25,169 

(A) They are divisible b> 4 

12 114,318,762,414,294 

(B) They are not divisible by any other 
number 

13 107,83,79,101,113 

(C) All are divisible by 7 

14 612,228,104,84,316 

(D) All are divisible by 3 

15 119,133,147,175,154 

(E) They are squares of numbers 
Which is the right number for compartment with 


<'>77 








ia) 3 ib) 8 
(e) None of these 


(p) 2 (d) 1 




(—(’*)“’) {—C*/ 


ia) 7 ib) 4 (r) 6 (d) 5 

(p) None of these 

18 Divide the square mto four parts by drawing 3 
straight lines so that numbers in each part add upto 21 

_ 

5 « 

9 • 6 

7 S 6 

7 6 9 

Find out the missing number 

19 6 5 ’ 


3 

8 12 

3 




5 

9 6 

8 





ia) 6 

ib) 12 

(f) 9 

id) 7 

(P) 16 


20 8 10 

17 




4 

11 ’ 

10 




9 

16 11 

8 





ia) 12 

ib) 16 

ic) 14 

id) 15 

(e) 9 


If letters from A to M are wntten leaving some space 
between them and then A to Z are inserted 
ANBOC .Z 

21 Whic h letter would be to the nght of 

ia) T (6) H ic) S (d) U (p) F 

22 Which letter would be 11th from the right end’ 

(a) n ib) I ic) J id) T (p) U 

23 Which letter would be between D and E’’ 



(a) R ib) P 

(r) S 

id) L (p) Q 

Find die odd>man out 


24 

(a) FAC 

(6)1jGI 

ic) ZUW 


id) TNQ 

(p) PKM 


25 

ia) YVXW 

(6) PMNO 

(c) GDFF 


id) MJLK 

(p) TQSR 
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26. (a) MNPS 

(b) UVXA 

(c) GHJM 

(d) EFHL 

(e) BCEH 


27. (a) OPMN 

(b) GHDE 

(c) TUQR 

(d) YZVW 

(e) JKGH 


28. (a) AZCX 

(b) EVGT 

(c) CXEV 

id) JQLO 

(e) FUHR 


Which is the right choice for inserting the letters 

blanks serially? 



29. ba - Ci^aa - acccb 

-aba-c 


(a) cbcc 

(b) abac 

(c) cbac 

(d) cbbc 

(e) cbab 


30. c - ac-cbccba - acbc - bac 


(a) bacc 

(b) bcbc 

(c) cacc 

(d) bacb 

(e) babe 




31. How many squares does the above figure have? 

(fl) 10 (i>) 7 (c) 4 

(d) 9 (e) None of these 

32. Count the number of triangles and tick-mark the 
right choice. 

(a) 15 (b) 12 (c) 17 

(d) 19 (c) None of these 

Letters of the words in the following questions are 
written in a code. Find out the right code for the letter in 
box. 

33. P A [R] D O N 

(a) s (b) m (c) k (d) g (e) q if) y 

34. [k] night 

(a) q (b) f (c) b (d) d (e)z if) j 

35. W I N T [j] R 

(a) d ib) p (i) h (d) q (e) h if) b 

36. S T R O N 

(a) b (b) z (c) X (d) y (e) q 0 k 

37. W A [l] K E R 

(a) V (b) k (c) p (d) h (e) m (/) j 

38. (T1 L A G U E 

(a) m (b) h (c) v (d) z (c) g 0 c 

39. If 'SPECIAL' is coded as 'KZHBDOR' then 
'ORDINARY'would be: 

(a) ZQBMHCSX (b) XQZOHCQN 
(c) XQZMHCQN (d) ZQBHOBQZ 
Words following the lead word have a common 
quality but one is different Find diis odd«man oak 

40. PROCEDURE 
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(a) PROCURE 
(c) DEUCE 
(e) CREEPER 

41. ATMOSPHERE 


(b) PROUD 
(d) PROCEED 


(a) ATOM (b) TC»E (c) ASH 

id) SPHERE (e) THERE 

42. ENORMOUS 

(a) MOUSE (b) NORM 

(c) MOORS (d) RUMOUR 

(e) MORON 

43. CONVENTION 

(a) INVENTION (b) CONNECT 

(c) TENSION (d) CONCEIVE 

(e) INNER 

In following questions each item is represented by 
one cricle irrespective of its size. Match the right parts 
on the basis of relationship. 

44. book: newspaper: magazine 

45. sweater: wool: carpet 


46. train: motor car; engine 


47. envelope: message: letter 


o 

oo 

6 ^ 


48. hospitals; doctors: dispensaries 


Find the odd-man out 


50. ^ 

V 


O 








Whidb set of lines U needed to dnw the figure given 
in qnesticm? 





E 


=x sd Id 




Six places. A, B, C D, E and F are situated as follows: 
F is 1 km to the east of A. 

E is t km to the west of B. 

C is 3 kms to the south of E. 

D is 3 kms to the west of C. 


B is 1 km to tiu; nordi ctf F. 

58. Which two points are the farthest? 

(a) EandC (5) BandD (c) DandF 

(d) EandD (e) None of these 

59. Which three are in a straight line? 

(a) EBD (b) BFC (c) ACD 

(d) EAC (e) None of these 

60. A train, with a speed of 80 km p.h. leaves a station 
at 9.15 A.M. Its next stoppage is at 9.51 where it stops for 
2 minutes. A passenger reaches the station at 9.20 A.M. 
but realizing that he has missed the train, diverts his car 
along a road, parallel to the railway track and reaches the 
next station just one minute before the train leaves from 
there. At what speed did he drive his car? 

(a) 80kmp.h. (b) 85 kmp.h. (c) 92kmp.h. 
(d) 90 km p.h. (c) None of these 

In a family of 4, the mottter is 3 years younger than 
father ndio was 31 when his son was bom. The daughter 
is 5 years older than her brother. If the total age of the 
four members is 108 today: 

61. What is the age of the daughter today? 

(fl) 11 (b) 15 (c) 16 

(d) 19 (c) None of these 

62. How old was mother when her daughter was 
bom? 

(a) 23 (b) 19 (c) 22 

(d) 24 (e) None of these 

63. In a circus, a joker performs on a bicycle: One 
wheel of the bicycle has a diameter of 28 cm. and the other 
has a diameter of 98 cm. If the bigger wheel goes round 14 
times during his performance, how many times would the 
smaller wheel go round? 

(a) 28 (b) 45 (r) 35 

(d) 49 (c) None of these 

64. In a certain class, Rakesh is 29th from the top and 
Mohan is 16th horn the bottom in the alphabetical arran¬ 
gement of names. If they have 7 boys between them what 
is the number of students in the class? 

(a) 52 (b) 45 (c) 36 

(d) 35 (e) None of these 


Given below are two sets of figures, the problem figures and the answer figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to find out which of the answer figures would fit in place of question mark. 


PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER HGURES 

_A_B_C_P_E 


V □ 
6S 0 

O 

A 

□ 

0 

□ V 

□ Q 

r 

A 

b □ 

<1 

o □ 

0 □ 

A 

□ 

0 

A 

0 

□' V 



<$> 


? 


3 <§’ 






' 


7 




qS 
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11 


BBl 



isi| 

□ 0| 


m 

1 

1 







0 

AC=> 

0 

era 

V 0 

0 

o c=> 

A 

0 

VC=0 

0 






n 

+ 0 

C3 • 

• 

CD 

• 

☆ 

4 O 

CD • 

CD • 

j 



V 

J 




ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) The series is x-1^-1^-2*;-2®;-3V3^.. 

2. (b) Numbers are multiplied by 2,3,4,5.... 

3. (d) Thenumbershaveadifferenceof 11,13,15,17... 

4. (tt) Thereaietwoseries:15,18,21...and32,24,16... 

5. (c) The series follows the pattern; x2 -1; x3-l;x4-l... 

6. (a) There are two series: 2^;3^• 4*... and 7; 14; 21;... 

7. (c) Each number is the total 4 1 of the two preceding numbere. 

8. (d) Each alternate number Ls the product of numbers on its nght 

and left. 

9. (d) 

10. (d) U.se L.C.M. method. 

11. E 12. D 13. B 14. A 15. C 

16. (d) Add the two lower numbers and deduct from the total of 

upper two numbers. Ex. (35 4 11) - (26 4 8) = 12 

17. (()) [Muct the total of squares of numbers on the right from total 

of .squares of nurnbers on the left to get the number in the 
centre. Ex. (4* 4 2?) - (3^ 4 1*) = 10 



19. (6) The total of lines vertically and horizontally is 23. 

20. (i;) Here tlw total vertically and horizontally is 35. 

21. (0) 22. (r) 23. (c) 24. (d) 

25. (b) 26. (d) 27. (a) 28. (e) 

29. (c) Tire series i.s; bacc/draa/bacc/cbaa/... 

30. (a) The scries is: cbac/adK/cbac/adK/... 

31. (fl) 32. (c) 

For answering next set ^ questions, sort out common 


letters in words and match them with common code letters, e.g. 
K occurs in KNIGHT and WALKER and so does the letterin 
codes, henceis the wdefor 'K'. 

33. (c) 34. (/) 35. (r) 36. (b) 

37. (fl) .38. fr) 

39. (c) Writr* the letters of the word in reverse order. Their preceding 

letter in the alphabets Is their axle. 

40. (<*) Letters in other words have bc*en brrriowed from the lead 

word, Oris one has an extra 'E'. 


41. (a) Inalltheotherwords, letters picked up for forming the word 

Irave been used without changing their order. 

42. (d) This is the only word with an 'extra' letter 'U' other than the 

ones from the lead word. 

43. (d) All the other words have one outsider only, this one has two 

CaridE. 

44. B 45. C 46. E 47. A 48. D 

49. 0. All the other figures have only one figure having all straight 

lines. 

50. D. In all the other figures, one figure has tme arm extra; this one 

has two extra. 

51. B. Dots are in wrong direction. 

52. E. All the others are mirror images of letters. 

53. C. TIk' figures are around wrong triangle. 


54. B 
58. (b) 
62. (a) 


55. D 
59. (d) 
63. (d) 


56. A 
60. (d) 
64. (c) 


57. A 
61. (c) 


For answering next set of questions, examine each fi^re 
individually and study its relationship with otherfigures. Then 
see the points along which it nuriKTS. It may rotate while moving 
and may gain or lose something. 


65. B 66. E 67. C 68, C 69. A . 
70. E 71. D 72, D 73. A 74. D 
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TEST OF REASONiNG-41 


Find the odd>man out: 

1. («) iris '{b) cornea 

{c) anvil (d) pi^il 

(e) retina 

2. (a) quilt (b) sheet 

(c) pillow (d) mattress 

(e) cot 

3. (a) giddha (b) beehu 

(c) lavni (d) kathak 

(e) gaiha 

4. (a) lotus (b) rose 

(c) jasmine (d) marigold 

(e) daisy 

5. (a) tuberculosis (b) asthma 

(c) cough (d) AIDS 

(e) pluricy 

6. (a) fan (b) mixy 

(c) cooler (d) heater 

(e) pressure cooker 

7. (a) groundnut (h) coconut 

(c) turnip (d) onion 

(e) potato 

8. (a) Sindhi (b) Urdu 

(c) Tamil (d) Bhojpuri 

(e) Maiayalam 

The items in each question given below have a 
definite relationship. Your task is to find out ttie right 
item from the choice so that the items in the second set 
would have a similar relationship. 

9. tooth paste: teeth:: ? : clothes 


(a) body 

(b) tailor 

(r) protection 

(d) soap 

(e) stitching 


10. p)en: ink:: bus: ? 


(a) travel 

(b) passengers 

(c) petrol 

(d) transportition 

(e) road 


11. navy: army:: stone: 


(a) building 

(b) cement 

(c) brick 

(d) rock 

(e) statues 


12. string: thread :: nest 


(a) birds 

(b) eggs 

(c) tree 

(a) straw 

(e) breeding 



13. piano: violin:: spoon: ? 


(a) cutlery 
(e) eat 
(c) dinner 

14. life: death:: night: ? 


(b) fork 
(d) metal 


(a) day (b) darkness 

(c) sleep (d) evening 

(e) morning 

15. election: government:: ?: selection. 

(a) job 

(b) specialists 

(cj advertisement 
(<0 application 
(e) interview 

16. poison: deatit:: ?: imprisonment 

(a) theft (b) jailor 

(c) poUce (d) court 

(e) punishment 

For questions 17 to 21, mark your answers: 

(a) if one is a product of the otiier. 

(b) if they belong to the same category. 

(c) if they are opposites. 

(d) if one is a part of the other. 

(c) if one is the cause of the other. 

17. chess:rook 

18. chimpanzee: gorilla 

19. wool-.sheep 

20. earth: atmosphere 

21. road:lane 

22. virus: typhoid 

23. carelessness: mistake 

24. pap>er:wood 

25. raw: ripe 

Five young ladies, Vimla, Renu, Shashi, Rashmi 
and Indu are artist, teacher^ doctor, receptionist and 
air-hostess by profession but not in the same order. 
Match the right parts with the help of information 
given below: 

Vimla and 9rashi are not artist. 

Rashmi is neither receptionist nor teacher. 

Neither Shashi nor Rashmi is air-hostess. 

Indu and Renu are neither in medical profession nor iii 
teaching. 

Art is not practised by Renu or Rashmi. 

Neither Shashi nor Renu is receptionist 

26. Vimla (A) artist 

27. Renu (B) teacher 

28. Shashi (C) doctor 

29. Rashmi (D) rec^tionist 

30. Indu (E) air-hostess 
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Among five boys, Piem is taller than Mahesh but 
shorter than Narendra and Laxman is shorter than 
Omprakash but taller than Narendra. 

31. Who is tfie tallest? 

(a) Mahesh 
{b) Laxman 

(c) Omprakash 

(d) Narendra 
(c) Prem 

32. Who would be fourth if we started counting from 
the shortest towards the tallest? 

(a) Mahesh 
{h) Laxman 

(c) Omprakash 

(d) Narendra 
(<*) Prem 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

TYPE I 

In questions given below, a situation has been explained in 
a few sentences followed by a conclusion. You have to say whether 
the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statements. 

(d) can't say as the data provided is inadequate. 

Note: Your answers should be in the light of the slatenuvls 

giivn. 

Statements: 

33. 1. The main cause of depreciation of currency is infla¬ 

tion. 

2. There is a noticeable depreciation in the airrency of 
country X. 

Conclusion: The inflation in country X wentup unchecked. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

34. 1. Mr X, a political leader never paid a single visit to 

the place of worship where all people belonging to 
his religion went. 

2. Just before elections, he became over-concerned 
about the sanctity of that place. 

Conclusion: He wanted to ca.sh in on votes on the basis of 
religion. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

35. 1. An attempt was made on the life of Mr X. 

2. Mr X was provided with security. 

3. Mr Y Is always surrounded by security guards. 
Conclusbn: Assassination attempts have been made on 

the life of Mr Y. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. All children like to visit zoo. 

2. WUd animals attract children very much. 


Conclusbn: The wild animals like children too. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements; 

37. ]. In cases of custody deaths, a criminal case is filed 

against senior police officers. 

2. A senior police officer is serving a life sentence in 
the local jail. 

Conclusbn; He got this punishment because a pemon had 
died in custody when he was incharge. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. Only an extremely strong and assertive Chief Elec¬ 

tion Commissioricr could manage the elections faii^ 

»y- 

2. In Nov '93, the political parties were forced to fol- 
kiw a code of conduct and thus the purity of elec¬ 
tions and public interests were admirably 
maintained. 

3. The Chief Election Commis.sioner was Mr 
Seshan. 

Conclusbn: Mr Seshan has proved himself to be an excel¬ 
lent and straightforward officer who could 
not be pressurized by political parties. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (r) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

39. 1. In present times, British invistment in India is very 

high. 

2. The investment is not so high in China 
Conclusbn: India is bi^er than China 
(a) □ (ft) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

40. 1. Many patients die due tc> non-tunctional kidncy.s. 
2. Kidneys can be tran.spianlcd. 

Conclusbn: The patients are unable to find the kidney 
donors of the right blood group. 

(fl) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In quest ions givetf Mow, a statement is folloufed by implica¬ 
tions ! and II. An implication is something understood or taken 
for granted. Imply I and U to the statement and tick-mark your 
anstvers as under. 

{a} Only I is implicit. 

(ft) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Either 1 is implicit or II. 

(d) Neither I is implicit nor 11. 

(e) Both I and Tl are implicit. 

Statement: 

41. One Swamiji proposes to lead a crusade against so 
called Star TV's corrupt influence. 

Implications: 

I. The Swami believes that it is a cultural invasion, 
n. The Swami is a narrow minded old man. 

(fl) □ (ft) □ (c) □ id) Q (e) □ 
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Statement: j 

42. Legal loop-holes often happen to be procedural 
safeguard against fair trails. 

Implications: 

I. Such loop-holes are not safeguard against un¬ 
fair trials. 

II. The custodians of law know nothing about 
these loop-holes. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

43. The militants took a lot of time in coming out of the 
Hazratbal Daigah in Kashmir. 

Impliattions: 

I. They were scared lest they should be caught. 

II. They were awaiting orders from their leaders. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statematt: 

44. According to the latest data the percentage of 
people below poverty line ha.s declined. 

Implications: 

I. The Govt has been successful in providing 
employment to more people. 

II. The datas are not to be relied upon or as the 
saying gews, there arc three kinds of lies,—lies, 
damn lies and statistics. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

StotemenI: 

45. God gives human beings wealth, power and fame 
as a test. 

Implications: 

I. Only those arc dear to God who are not intoxi¬ 
cated by the things mentioned above. 

II. Human beings need not make any efforts to 
acquire these things as they are given by God. 
(a) 'J (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

46. Mc»st of the pt^ople m metropolitans lead an ex¬ 
tremely busy life. 

Implications: 

I. Life in rural area.<i is more relaxed. 

II. There arc some people in metropolitans who 
don't have to rush about all the time. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

47. Environmental groups have been complaining 
' against plastic bags and compare them to the spreading of 
. plague. 

Implications: 

I. They are unfriendly agents which do not blend 
with mother earth. 

II. Even recycling them pollutes atmosphere. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (tr) □ 

Statement: 

4B. Gictus, a plant with sp>ongy pulp and waxy outer 


layers easily survives in hot deserts. 

Implications: 

I. Its spongy hollow pulp can store water. 

II. The waxy outer layers check transpiratirm. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ □ 

Statement: 

49. The medical advice from the US would be made 
possible to all with the help of satellites very soon. 
Implications: 

I. Only doctors from US are capable of solving all 
medical problems. 

II. This medical advice would cost nothing to 
patients all around the world. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) Q (e) □ 

TYPE III 

Each question giveti bebw presents a problem followed by j 
tm courses of action. A course cf action is a decision or step taken 
towards solving the problem, for improvement in existing condi¬ 
tions or as a follow up for programme already implemented by 
the person or authorities concerned. Your bisk is to weigh the 
course of action with regard to the problem and then tick-mark 
your answers as under: 

(fl) Only 1 is the right course of action. 

(b) Only II is the right course of action. 

(c) Either 1 is right or II. 
id) Neither 1 is right rror 11. 

(e) Both I and II are right courses of action. 

50. A childless couple, very keen on bringing up a 
child as their own found an infant near a temple witii no 

I one in sight around. 

1. They should take the child home quietly. 

U. They should try to locate the parents of me child 
with the help of the police and if they cannot be 
contacted then they should adopt the child 
legally. 

(a) □ (b) □ ic) □ id) Q ie) □ 

51. A fashion designer, who has just set up her busi¬ 
ness in India wants to take the market by storm. 

I. She should arrange fashion shows. 

II. She should contact advertising agencies. 

ia) □ (b) □ ic) □ id) □ (e) □ 

52. The authorities arranging the famous Pushkar 
Fair near Ajmer in Rajasthan want to attract more and more 
foreign tourists. 

I. They should arrange the functions that are west¬ 
ernized in nature. 

II. They should have more modem hotels. 

if,) 9 (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (f) □ 

53. "The government is notprepared to peld or relent 
to the conditions of the strikers." 'Hve leaders of the Union 
of tlie workers should: 

I. make their demands more reasonable. 

II. take to destmetive activities so as to nuike tire 
government realize their power. 
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(a) □ (b) □ ' (c) □ Oi) □ W O 

54. A private concern wants to attract investment for 
setting up a new plant. 

1. They should pay a higher rate of interest to the 
investors. 

D. Their schemes should be convincing enough. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

55. The night-watchman of a tiuee storeyed office 
building, having about sixty rooms, reported in the morn¬ 
ing that the lock of one of the most important store-rooms 
was broken. The officer in-charge should: 

I. suspend the night-watchman as it was his 
responsibility to protect the office at the hour of 
the burglary. 

II. hand-over the store-keeper to the police as noth¬ 
ing could be done without his involvement. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

56. The teachers want their best student to continue 
his studies although his father, a washerman by profession 
is forcing him to leave the school and lend him a helping 
hand. 

I. The teachers should convince the father that his 
son, being a very intelligent boy, would rise 
very high. 

n. They should arrange a substantial scholarship 
for him so as to solve the financial problem of the 
family to some extent. 

(d) a (b) □ (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

57. A businessman has threatened to file a suit of 
defamation against the editor of a newspaper for publish¬ 
ing some trash regarding his personal life. 

I. The editor should apologize. 

II. If foe editor has enough proof of the things he 
has published, he should not worry and should 
publish the proofs as well. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (?) □ 

58. Villagers are very much against anti-environ¬ 
mental mining of bauxite ore in their lush green valley 
in Goa. 

I. The government should give up such anti-en¬ 
vironmental ideas. 

II. The govt should try to make the villagers real¬ 
ize the importance of bauxite in the present 
world and promise them job facilities. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE IV 

In questions given below, statements 1 and 2 are fallowed by 
conclusions I and II. Taking the statements to be true, although 
they may appear at variance with commonly accepted^cts, ti^- 
mark your answers as under; 

(a) Only 1 follows from the statements. 

(b) Only II follows from the statements. 

(c) Both I and II follow from the statements. 

(d) Either I or II follows from the statements. 
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(e) Neither! nor n follows from Restatements. 
Statements: 

59. 1. All curtains are trousers. 

2. All trousers are mattressoi. 

Conclusions: 

1. All mattresses are curtains, 
n. Some mattresses are curtains. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

60. 1. Some towers are forts. 

2. All forts are big 

Conclusions: 

I. Some towers are big. 
n. No fort is small. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Statements: 

61. 1. Some shop-keepers are gentlemen. 

2. Some clowns are gentlem«m. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some shop-keepers are not gentlemen. 

II. Some gentlemen are neither shop-keepers nor 
clowns. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements; 

62. 1. All rogues are outriders. 

2. Some outriders are hooligans. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some hooligans are rogues, 
n. None of the hooligans is a rogue. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Statements: 

63. 1. Some merchants are idealists. 

2. Some idealists are tolerable. 

Conclusions: 

I. No tolerable person is a merchant. 

II. Some tolerable persons are merehants. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

64. 1. Some cities have historical monuments. 

2. Some cities have museums. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some cities have museums as well as historical 
monuments. 

II. No city has both. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Statements; 

65. 1. Students, who did not join N.C.C. became ar¬ 

tists. 

2. All artists are bald. 

Conclusbns; 

I. Some students are bald. 

U. Students who joined N.C.C. have thick hair. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


Statements; 

66. 1. All readers who do not read novels read 

newspapers. 

2. All tttose tfiat do not read newspapers wear dark 
glasses. 

Conclusions: 

I. All glasses are dark. 

II. No newspaper reader wears glasses. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

67. 1. Some officers are fat. 

2. Some officers are tall. 

Conclusions: 

I. No officer is fat as well as tall, 
n. Some officers are tall and fat. 

(fl) □ (f>) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

TYPEV 

In each of the questions given below, an assumption 'A' is 
followed by reasons RI and RIl Apply the reasons to flu: assump¬ 
tions and tick-mark your ansuvrs as under: 

(a) Only RI is the reason for A. 

(b) Only RII is the reason for A. 

(f) Either RI or RII is the reajson for A. 

(d) Neither RI nor RII is the reasim for A. 

(e) Both RI and RII are reasons for A. 

68. A. If a cat crosses one's path, it is considered to be 
ominous. 

RI. Cat is an unclean and unlucky animal. 

RII. So many people had accidents after a cat 
crossed their path that this believe became 
rather firm. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

69. A. Insatiably curious children usually grow up to 
be genius. 

KI. They ask so many questions that they learn 
about most of the things much earlier than an 
average child. 

RII. Only a truly genius mind is full of curiosity. 
(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

70. A. Women usually scream when they see a rat 
around. 

RI. Rats are deadly creatures. 

RII. If rats hear someone screaming, they rur\ 
. away. 

. (a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

71. A, Most of the young people are misunderstotKl 
and rugged by their parents. 

RI. There is a generation gap between them. 

Rll. Parents expect their childrer to behave 
according to their own liking. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


59. (b) 


1. (c) This is the only part of ear among the parts of eyes. 
^ 2. (e) All the odters are items for bed. 

3. (<0 It is the only classical dance among folk dances. 

4. (fl) It is the (Hily water flower. 

5. (d) All the other diseases are connected with chest 

ailments. 

6. (e) All the others are electric gadgets. 

7. (b) All the others are dug out for use as they grow at 

roots. 

8. (d) It is the otUy dialect among regular languages. 

9. (d) The relationship of the object is with its cleaning 

agent. 

10. (c) One makes the other run. 

11. (c) Both are used for the same purpose. 

12. (d) Small unite are combined together to make the 

other item of the set. 

13. (b) Both belong to the same category, musical instru- 

mente/cutlery. 

14. (a) The words are antonyms. 

15. (p) One is organized for a final choice of the can¬ 

didates. 


16. {a) One results in another. 


17. (d) 

18. (fc) 

19. (fl) 

20. (d) 

21. (b) 

22. (p) 

23. (p) 

24. (a) 

25. (c) 

26. D 

27. E 

28. B 

29. C 

30. A 

31. (c) 


32. {b) The order is as follows: 




33. (b) 




34. (a) 

35. (d) 

36. (d) 

37. (c) 

38. (a) 

39. (c) 

40. (a) 

41. (a) 

42. (d) 

43. (c) 

44. (c) 

45. (a) 

46. (P) 

47. (p) 

48. (p) 

49. (d) 

50. (b) 

51. (p) 

52. (d) 

53. (a) 

54. (p) 

58. (c) 

55. (d) 

56. (p) 

57. (c) 


The best way to answer the questwns of'typepur'and reach 
a pol-proof conclusion is by drawing diagrams of all the prob¬ 
abilities. Let each item be represented by a circle atid then check 
the given conclusions with it. 




6Z (d) 



65. (a) 



66. (c) 

67. (d) 

68. (d) 

69. (e) 

70. (d) 

71. (c) 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1. amor|rfious: (a) shapeless (b) excellent (c) rare 
(d) andent. 

2. besotted: (a) sharp (b) beautiful (c) proud 
(d) silly. 

3. cornucopia: (a)justice (quick) (b)education (free) 

(c) transport (subsidised) (d) source (abundant). 

4. dichotomy: (a) separation (b) joint (c) height 

(d) moderation. 

5. exigenc 3 r: (a) depression (i?) demand (c) donation 
(d) operation. 

6. fervoun (a) passion (b) fear (c) faith (d) denial. 

7. graffiti: (a) favour (b) sickness (c) drawings (d) 
witness. 

8. harakiri: (a) evidence (b) suicide (r) compulsion 
(d) miracle. 

9. indigent: (fl)poor (b) grand (r) sublime (d) 
humble. 

10. jam: (a) agreement (b) conversion (c) difficulty (d) 
conflict. 

11 lucre: (a) pain (b) pleasure (c) royally (d) profit. 

12. malign: (a) insult (b) defame (r) defend (d) 
refund. 

13. nosedive: (a) fail (b) repent (c) resent (d) soar. 

14. propitiate: (a) punish (f>) please (c) provoke (d) 
debar. 

15. quench: (a) identify (f)) verify (r) satisfy (d) justify. 

16. racket: (a) submission (b) permission (c) uproar 
(d) concession. 

17. trundle: (a) .simplify (b) complicate (c) meditate 
(d) roll. 

18. vitriolic: (a) friendly (b) mild (c) cowardly (d) 
hostile. 

19. waddle: (a) walk (l») swim (c) sink (d) invent. 

20. zap (v) (a) drown (b) prosper (c) move (d) inspire. 


ANSWERS 


1. amorphous: (a) shapeless, heterogeneous. 

—^There was hardly anything to see in the fashion 
show except an atthirpious of jumpers and socks. 

2. besotted: (d) silly, stupid (made). 

—He was so besotted by movies that one Saturday he 
saw five movies in a day. 

3. cornucopia: (<Q source (abundant). 

—All political parties have promised to provide 
citiz»is with a cornucopia of housin)^ electricity, water and 
transport facilities. 

4. dichotomy: (a) separation. 

—^They set up a false dichotomy between working and 
raising a family. 

5. exigency: (i?) demand, need, emergency. 


—The people had to accept the harsh exigencies of war. 

6. fervoun (a) passion, zeal, intensity. 

—^In India fairs and fi^tivals are celebrated with tradi- 
tional fervour and gaiety. 

7. graffiti: (c) drawings/writings (on public walls). 

—^Thc State capital has been plastered with graffiti 
which passionately declares that religion should not be 
mixed with politics. 

8. harakiri: (i)) suicide. 

—Blind imitation of the Western modes of develop- 
ment may prove an economic harakiri of our national inter¬ 
ests. 

9. indigent: (a) poor. 

—Cheap books are printed on recycled newsprint and 
cover designs are done by indigent artists. 

10. jam: (c) difficulty, predicament. 

—By his indiscreet remarks he got into a;am but failed 
to get out of it easily. 

11. lucre: (d) profit, gain. 

—The lure of easy lucre has led many an innocent 
person into the world of crime. 

12. malign; (b) defame, slander. 

—The contestants in elections leave no stone unturned 
to tmlign their opponents. 

13. nosedive: (a) fall (sharply). 

—^The hopes that demand for sophisticated weapons 
would nosedive after the end of Cold War have been belied. 

14. propitiate: (I;) please, placate. 

—In order to propitiate gods, animal sacrifice was a 
common ritual in the past. 

15. quench: (c) satisfy. 

—It is difficult to quench our greed for gold and land. 

16. racket: (r) uproar, noise. 

—To the dismay of all present, the children were 
making an awful racket. 

17. trundle: (d) roll/move (heavily). 

—As compared to a mail/express train, a goods train 
just trundles on the tracks. 

18. vitriolic (d) hostile, bitter. 

—The Lok Sabha deplored the vitriolic remarks of the 
minister against the women members of the house. 

19. waddle: (a) walk (slow), lurch. 

—A short plump woman came waddling along the 
pavement. 

20. zap(v): (c) move (sudden). 

—Have you seen him zapping around town on his new 
motorijike? 
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fVUtAGRAPH-WRinNG 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


"There is no security on 
this earth; there is only op¬ 
portunity." 

—Douglas Macarthur 

With opportunities knocking at 
the idoor but security and stability 
scare—tiiis is how the earth appears 
to the knowledgeable and the 
seeker alike. To catch the fleeting 
moment by forelock and then tame 
and tune it to one's advantage is the 
key to all success. Since the dawn 
of history, man's dramatic exploits 
of every opportunity have bwn a 
sonorous saga of fact and fiction on 
this earth. Instead of craving for 
security, it is the fruitful exploita¬ 
tion of opportunity that has added a 
new milestone to the edifice of 
progress and prosperity. Although 
the road to security and stability is 
beset with many a pithill and 
pothole, man's strength and 
stamina to plug them have been 
equally resolute and resourceful. 
With vibrant vision and vigour he 
has not allowed any opportunity to 
slip and thus deny him the taste of 
success. Despite kicks and knocks, 
that confront human efforts, the 
yeast of quest and discovery are 
thrilling enough to make him stand 
erect and face the unfolding 
scenario around. He only makes a 
mark on the moving sands of time 
who twists every opportunity to his 
designs and determination. 

^'When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going." 

On the rough and tough terrain 
of life, only those get going and 
have a better of their foes, who are 
firm in their deeds and delibera¬ 
tions. Such men, as never falter or 
fumble before difficulties, succeed 
in changing the course of events 
and thus carve a niche for themsel¬ 
ves in the hearts and minds of their 


fellow citizens. We ail know that life 
is not a bed of roses. Its patos are all 
strewn with thorns. But with un¬ 
compromising courage and convic¬ 
tion, a strong-willed fellow beats 
the enemy to pulp and registers his 
victory over all obstacles that dare 
block his march. Like Hercules, he 
makes the best use of his physical as 
well as mental powers and upstages 
his opponent in every trial and 
trauma. Human civilisation, as we 
find it today, is not the result of 
some freak or fluke. It has acquired 
its present form and fortune as a 
consequence of relentless efforts, 
perennial sweat of brow and un¬ 
flinching faith of thewe who were 
true and tough in their thoughts 
and actions. To the daring, no 
hurdles are too daunting to stop 
from seeking new pastures or ac¬ 
complishing the desired goals. 

"A stitch in time saves 
nine." 

Most of our problems get ag¬ 
gravated if they are allowed to 
grow in size and substance. Just as 
discretion is the better part of 
valour, similarly precaution or 
preventive action in time saves us 
from many a bothersome situation 
later on. It needs no reiteration to 
state that if the evil is nipped in the 
bud, there will be no nc'ed to rue 
over the likely ugly developments 
afterwards. It is a folly to presume 
that by putting off timely action, on 
one pretext or the other, we can 
avoid the collapse that may come 
about in a cracked wall or an ailing 
body. A minor bruise or injury can 
develop into a pestering wound, 
which may furtoer necessitate the 
amputation of a body limb. If we 
spare the rod on an erring kid 
today, we may have to face the 
diabolical defiance of the same 
young-man tomorrow. It is in the ht- 


ness of things and persons that we 
should not allow even a small fault 
to go unnoticed and hence un- 
mended. Life does not spare toose 
who play ducks and drakes with it. 
All things, big and small, deserve 
immediate attention and corrective 
action when they start showing 
some decay or distortion. 

"Distance lends a charm." 

Heard melodies are sweet but 
those unheard are sweeter. In our 
everyday life, it is the latter that 
steals a march over the former. The 
hoary pa.st of history and the dis¬ 
tant mirage in a desert always seem 
colourful and captivating to human 
instincts and imagination. The lark, 
soaring high up in the sky, is a bird 
of mystery and haunting melody. 
Something concrete and tangible, 
within reach of hunvin senses and 
sensibilities, may satisfy our imme¬ 
diate sensuous needs, but the imagi¬ 
nary images made out of medieval 
myths or miracles are the instant in- 
troxicants of a sagging spirit. The 
love lores of the past touch the 
deepest cores of human heart be¬ 
cause they carry the halo of platonic 
love as well as the splendour of 
supreme sacrifices made at the altar 
of true love. We seldom appreciate 
the worth of an object in hand but 
are always taken in by the promise 
of a prize in future. We are 
swayed less by the saying that 'a 
bird in hand is worth two in the 
bush' but more at the prospect of a 
grand finale of our hopes and 
aspirations in future. The beauty 
next door may pass unnoticed but 
a shadowy profile in the distance 
mdy arouse our curiosity beyond 
description. We are more im¬ 
pressed by the jugglery of sounds 
and steps coming from distant 
lands but are critical of the 
rhythm available nearer home. 
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Facts about Science 


Acids and Bases: An acid is a 
compound which in aqueous solu¬ 
tion produces hydrogen'ions. Th^ 
turn blue litmus red and produce 
hydrogen when reacting with metals. 
All alkaline substances are bases. 
They are compounds which give 
hydroxyl ions in solutions, turn red 
litmus blue. Acids and Bases when 
mixed together neutralize each other 
producing salts. 

Air-coolers and Air-con- 
ditioneis: Air coolers are devices for 
the lowering of air temperature either 
by evaporating water or circulating 
ice cooled water while air conditioners 
are devices for control of the 
temperature, humidity, motion and 
quality of atmosphere within a 
defined space. 

Algae and Fungi: Algae is a class 
of lower plants in which there is no 
distinction of stem, root and leaf. 
They differ from Fungi in that they 
have chlorophyll and are habitually 
aquatic. Fungi is a class of plants 
which have no chlorophyll (green 
colouring substance) and hence get 
their food either from living plants or 
animals or from dead matter. 

Angiosperm and Gymnosperm: 
Angic^perms are those plants whose 
seeds are contained in an ovary. 
These arc the true flowering plants. 
Gynmospenns form a major division 
of die flowering plants. Their seeds 
are not borne within their fruit. Pol¬ 
len is carried direct to the cone scales 
whith then close until the seed is ripe. 

Antibiotics, Antiseptics and' 
Aseptic: Anftb/ofic is the name given 
to a group of drugs, most of which arc 
prepared from moulds or mould-like 
organisms which destroy bacteria 
and prevent their growth viz., penicil¬ 
lin, streptomycin etc. Antiseptic is 
preventing the growth of bacteria. 
Aseptic means not liable to, or 
preventing, decay or putrefaction; in¬ 
volving or accompanied by measures 
to exclude micro-organisms. 


Atomic Weight and Atomic 
Number Atomic Yieight is the mean 
weight of die atoms erf an element. It 
is expressed in atomic mass units. 
Atomic Number is the number of 
planetary electrons revolving round 
the nucleus of the neutral atom of an 
element, of the number of protons in 
the nucleus. 

Bacteria and Viruses: Bacteria 
are minute living organisms, appear¬ 
ing under a microscope as a group of 
tiny rods, spheres or spirals. Viruses 
are minute organisms which cause 
diseases like measles, mumps, 
typluis, poliomyelitis, small-pox and 
chicken-pox. 

Chemical Change and Physical 
Change: A chemical change is one in 
which the molecules produced as a 
result of chemical change possess the 
constitution and properties which are 
entirely different from that of the 
reacting molecules, while in a physical 
change,‘the change takes place only in 
the physical properties like colour, 
volume, state etc. Electrolysis of 
water is a chemical change while con¬ 
version of water from liquid to 
vapour state is a physical cltange. 

Chromosomes and. Gene: 
Chromosomes are thread-shaped body 
number of which occur in the nucleus 
of every animal or plant cell. They 
occur in pairs, usually several dif¬ 
ferent pairs per nucleus in somatic 
ceils of animals and higher plants. A 
gene is one particular piece of a 
chromosome (or of its contained 
hereditary material) influencing a 
particular set of characteristics which 
mutates as a whole. 

Coal and Lignite: Coal results 
from fossilside leaves, branches and 
roots of trees which lay buried under 
deposits of clay and sand for cen¬ 
turies. The volatile constituents have 
partly escaped leaving a carbonised 
residue. Peat or ordinary coal and 
anthracite are of Carboniferous for¬ 
mation, the former having a greater 


percentage of volatile substances and 
its value as a fuel is not great as it 
contains 29% of carbon but anthracite 
contains 87% of carbon. Lignite or 
brown coal is intermediate in ap¬ 
pearance and has properties between 
peat and anthracite (true coal). Its 
deposits are found in certain beds of 
tertiary rocks. It burns with a Icmg 
smoky flame. 

Conduction, Convection and 
Radiation: Conduction is the process 
of transfer of heat by matter but 
without actual motion of the matter 
itself. Convection is the transfer <rfheat 
from one part of a body to another by 
the actual motion of fte heated par¬ 
ticles of the fluid matter, liquid or gas. 
Radiation is the process of transmis¬ 
sion of heat in straight lines wJdiout 
heating the intervening medium. 

Density and Specific gravity: 
Density of a substance is its mass per 
unit volume. It is different in different 
systems of units, for instance density 
of water is 1 gram per c.c. or 62.4 lbs. 
per cubic ft. But Specific gravity is the 
ratio of tile mass of a substance to the 
mass of the same volume of water. It 
is a pure number and has the same 
value whatever the system of units. 
This pull depends upon tiie distance 
from the centre. 

If distance is doubled, weight is 
one fourth. At the centre of the earfli 
weight is nil, but mass is the same in 
all cases. 

Dicotyledon and Mono¬ 
cotyledon: Dicotyledon Is a class of 
angiosperms containing the great 
majority of flowering plants. These 
are characterized by tiie presence of 
Iwo seed leaves or cotyledons in the 
embryo usually surrounded by an 
endosperm. Monoco^ledon are plants 
having one seed-leaf (catyledon) e.g., 
bamboos, palms, grasses etc. 

Electrical Conductor and In- 
sulaton An electrical conductor al¬ 
lows the current to flow tiirough it 
without resistance while an ins^ator 
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offers a sufficiently high resistance to 
the passage of current, and hence it 
does not allow current to pass 
ff^ugh it. 

Flora and Fauna: Flora refers to 
the plant life of a region or of a 
geological period, corresponding to 
the term Fauna for animal life. 

Gun Powder and Cordite: Cun 
fwtvder is a mixture of carbon and sul¬ 
phur with nitre used as an explosive. 
Its combustion results in the forma¬ 
tion of large quantities of C 02 and 
free nitrogen. During explosion a 
grey smoke is product and is con¬ 
sidered to be due to the formation of 
much solid potassium carbonate. 

Cordite on the other hand is a 
smokeless explosive. It is prepared 
by mixing Gun cotton, (gun cotton is 
made by treating cotton with nitric 
acid), nitro-glycerine and vaseline 
together in the proportions 65,30 and 
5 respectively. As no solid products 
are produced when explosion occurs, 
cordite produce no smoke. 

Hard Water and Soft Water: 
Hard water does not form lather with 
soap easily while soft toater quickly 
form a lather with soap. Hardness of 
water is mainly due to the com¬ 
pounds of calcium particularly the 
soluble bicarbonates formed by the 
action of rain water and carbon 
dioxide from air on limestone. This is 
termed as temporary hardness while 
the other which is due to sulphates 
and chlorides of calcium and mag¬ 
nesium is known as permanent hard¬ 
ness of water. 

Hormones and Vitamins: Hor¬ 
mones are products of^gadiicrine 
glands. They catise changes in the 
‘"Toncflbning of organs according to 
the requirements of the body. 
Vitamins are organic substances 
present in small amounts in foods. 
Their deficiency can give rise to 
various diseases. 

Ice and Snow: ice is water (liaO) 
in the solid state, formed at the freez¬ 
ing point of water, O^C. It is less dense 
than water and therefore water ex¬ 
pands on freezing and ice floats on 
water. Snow is atmospheric vapour 
frozen in crystalline form, when 


temperature is below 30°?. 

Infectious and Contagious Dis¬ 
eases: Infectious diseases are caused 
by entrance of some disease germ 
into the body e.^., cholera, small pox, 
plague etc. Contagious diseases are 
caused by actual contact with the 
patient e.g., trachoma, ring worm 
etc. 

Inoculation and Injection: In 
inoculation, either a very weak 
strain of the germ or a solution of 
dead germs is injected and the 
body produces its own immunity 
against them. Injection is forcing a 
fluid into a vessel or cavity or 
under the skin. 

Light Year and Leap Yean Light 
Year is an astronomical measure of 
distance; the d istance travelled by 
li^t in one year . Leap year is a year of 
366 days, occurring every fourth*year 
(in Christian Calendar), and devised 
in order to allow for the fact that the 
duration of the earth's revolution 
round the sun is about 365-1/4 
days. 

Meteor and Comet: Meteors are 
small pieces of solid matter which ap¬ 
pear in the earth's atmosphere as 
"shooting stars" from outer space. 
Comets are celestial bodies usually 
star-like accompanied by a long shin¬ 
ing tail, which move round the sun in 
closed elliptical orbits or occasionally 
parabolic. 

Mass and Weighb Mass is the 
quantity of matter in a body; this is 
independent of the position of the 
body; whereas Weight is the force 
with which it is attracted towards the 
centre of the earth. 

Mineral and Ore: Minered is a 
natural substance having a charac¬ 
teristic chemjca! composition. They 
differ from rocks in that most of them 
are crystalline. 

Ore is a mineral aggregate. It is 
mined for the minerals which can be 
obtained from it after refining. 

Mixture and Compound: A 
Mixture is one, in which the presence 
of particles of different substances 
can be felt and also the different sub¬ 
stances may be sorted out easily. 


while the Compound is om, which is 
formed as anotirer new substance by 
mixing of two or more substances; 
the properties and constituticHi of 
which enhrely differ from the parent 
substances. So the combination of 
iron filings and sulphur particles is a 
mixture while the combination of 
hydrogen and oxygen gases under 
electric discharge, in the required 
proportion, is a compound. 

Nuclear Fission and Nuclear 

Fusion: Nuclear Fission is a nuclear 
reaction in which a heavy atomic 
nucleus {e.g., urartium) splits into two 
approximately equal parts, emitting 
neutrons at the same time and thus 
releasing very large amounts of 
nuclear energy. Fission can result 
spontaneously or it may be caused by 
the impact of the neutron, a photon or 
an energetic charged particle. 

Nuclear Fusion Ls a nuclear reac¬ 
tion between light atomic nuclei as a 
result of which a heavier nucleus is 
formed and a large amount of nuclear 
energy is releasi^. To make fusion 
possible, the reacting nuclei must 
possess sufficient kinetic energy to 
overcome the electrostatic field sur¬ 
rounding them. Fusion reactions are 
believed to be the source of energy of 
the stars including the sun. 

Oxidation and Reduction: 

Oxidation is a chemical process in¬ 
volving either addition of oxygen or 
any other electro-negative radical or 
it is the removal of hydre^en or any 
other electro-positive radical. Rust¬ 
ing of iron and combustion of 
hydrocarbons are common ex¬ 
amples. 

Reduction is the chemical process 
involving either removal of oxygen 
or any other electro-negative radical 
or it is addition of hydrogen or any 
other electro-positive radical. For ex¬ 
ample conversion of CO 2 into car¬ 
bohydrates as in photosynthesis; the 
winning of metals from oxides, 
hydrogenation of fats, etc. 

Both oxidation and reduction 
occur simultaneously and in 
equivalent amount during any 
chemical reaction involving either 
process. 
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PEBSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Anger—A Potentially 
Dangerous Emotion 


A nger is a great destructive force 
within us that hurts us most 
when we give vent to it. It is an incen¬ 
diary negative emotion, a self-defeat¬ 
ing behaviour, a sort of 
“psychological influenza" that in¬ 
capacitates you just as physical dis¬ 
ease would. A potentially dangerous 
emotion, it is a formidable obstacle to 
the development of a healthy, fulfill¬ 
ing personality and success in life. 
Watch out; anger is only one letter 
short of danger. A good thing to 
remember is that you can't save your 
face if you lose your head! 

What is anger? 

HE COD defines the term 'anger' 
as “extreme displeasure". It is 
described as "an immobili.sing reac¬ 
tion when any expectancy is not 
met". It takes the form of rage, hos- 
tilit}', striking out at someone or even 
glowering silence. It is usually a 
result of wishing the world and the 
people in it to be different. It is a 
learned reaction to frustration in 
which you behave in ways that you 
would rather not Severe anger is a 
form of insanity. When you are angry 
and out of control, you are temporari¬ 
ly insane. It is a choice as well as a 
habit. 

Dr Paul Hauck puts it pithily: 
"Anger boils down to two irrational 
beliefs: (1) you must have your way 
and (2) people are bad and should be 
.severely dealt with." 

What makes you angry? 

CCORDING to Dr Hauck there 
are two key steps in die process 
of getting angry: (1) '1 want my way', 
and (2) 'I must therefore have it'. 
Anger is the result of thinking. It is 
not just something that happens to 
you. When confronted with the cir¬ 
cumstances that are not going the 
way you would like them to, you tell 
yourself that things should not be 
that way and then you choose a 


familiar angry response: "Your anger 
comes from your thinking; not from 
the diing you are thinking about." 

Multi-form monster 

NGER is a multiform monster. 
Some of the forms it assumes are: 
abuse, ridicule, sarcasm, physical 
violence, temper tantrums, silence 
treatment, using provocative 
phrases. 

Harmful consequences of 
anger 

N the physiological sense anger 
can produce hypertension (abnor¬ 
mally high blood pressure), ulcers, 
rashes, heart palpitations, insomnia. 


Beware the fury 
of a patient man. 

—Dryden 

Keep cool and you 
command everybody. 

—St Just 


stomach aches, indigestion, colitis, all 
sorts of disturbances to the digestive 
and alimentary tracts, fatigue and 
even heart diseases. In short chronic 
anger can make you physically ill, a 
prey to a lot of diseases ranging from 
ulcers to heart attacks. 

The psychological consequences 
of anger are: anger breaks down love 
relationships, interferes with com¬ 
munication, leads to guilt and 
depression and generally gets in your 
way. Anger increases your frustra¬ 
tions. It prevents you from solving 
problems. It can make you neurotic. 
As Dr Hauck points out many al- 
ct^olics would never drink nearly so 
much as toey do if they were not so 
angry and upset over the frustrations 
in themselves; "I can't think of a 


single human emotion that is more 
dangerous to each of us than anger." 

Here is a true story about the con¬ 
sequences of anger 

The story is related by Dr John A. 
Schindler, M.D.: 

John Hunter, one of the greatest 
physiologists England ever had, had 
the uncoi^ortable combination of a 
ready temper and a bad set of 
coronary arteries. Hunter always 
said that toe first rascal who reaUy 
got him mad would kill him. His wire 
came close to hnitoing him a cmqale 
of times, but the rascal final])’ ap¬ 
peared at a medical meeting and 
made him so angry he dropped dead 
of a coronary occlusion. 

Rationalisations for 
getting angry 

■pEOPLE who are continually an^ 

X and fly off the handle rationalise 
their behaviour (i.c., find 'reasons' for 
irrational or unworthy behaviour) in 
many ways such as: 

♦ By saying it's human to be 
angry, "I'm human, and that's what 
humans do." 

♦ They excuse anger by saying 
they need it to help them carry out 
sonne task, but in fact anger is immo¬ 
bilising and never improves perfor- i 
mance. 

♦ They excuse Icsing or poor 
performance with a fit of temper. 

♦ They can avoid hard, clear 
straight-thinking by getting angry. 

♦ They go mad tenq^orarily and 
excuse themselves by saying, "I 
couldn't help myself", thus exonerat¬ 
ing themselves with out-of-control 
logic. 

M3rths about anger 

T ATEST psychological research has 
Liexploded many mytos clustering 
around anger. The key myths are: 
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* 'It's only human." Anger is 
not "only human". You don't have to 
possess it, and it serves no purpose 
that has anything to do with being a 
happy fulmled individual. 

# You cannot be undisturbed in 
a stressful environment. 

* Everyone has a breaking 
point. 

♦ Anger cannot be prevented, 
only suppressed. 

# Fight fire with fire. 

* Angry peoples are menta lly ill 
and need treatment. 

♦ Anger is necessary. If not 
vented it will cause frustration. But 
anger is NOT necessary. Anger is a 
reaction to frustration and only adds 
to frustration. 

♦ Expressing your anger is 
healtliier than keeping it bottled up 
inside you. Yes, but there is a heal¬ 
thier stance—^not having the anger at 
all. Blowing one's top is never neces¬ 
sary. If you choose to have anger, let 
it out in non-destructive ways. 

Exception 

T here is only one situation in 
which anger is justified: self- 
defence, when your life is at stake. 
Then hit as hard as you can: "Self- 
defence is the most important issue at 
that moment, not your anger." 

How to eliminate anger? 

NGER can be totally eliminated 
and in the interest of growth of a 
healthy and fulfilled personality we 
must work perseveringly at eliminat¬ 
ing it. A number of empirical 
strategies have come up for bidding 
farewell to it. Here are the key 
strategies that will work if you work 
them in real eamest; 

Cultivate a settse cf humour. An 
unhostile sense of humour is a potent 
antidote against anger. For anger and ' 
laughter are mutually exclusive. ; 
Wim this strategy you will be able to 
stand back and view the absurdity of 
taking anything owlishiy solemnly. 
The observation of the incongruity in 
almost every life situation is an excel¬ 
lent sure-fire remedy for anger. 

Activity: Get rid of the bottled up 
negative emotions, resentment etc in 
some activity—even walking. Dr 


I Maltz advises: 

"Write the nastiest letter you 
can with all those words you want 
to use; write it as long as want it to 
be, then read it and re-read it (and 
you have just passed through a 
decompression chamber you have 
created for yourself). Then tear up 
the letter and throw it into a waste 
paper basket." 

Try postponing anger. Another 
strategy for eliminating anger is 
trying to postpone it. If you typically 
react with anger in a particular situa¬ 
tion, postpone the anger for 15 
seconds, then explode in your typical 
fashion. Next try 30 seconds, and 
keep lengthening the intervals. Once 
you begin to see that you can put 
anger off, you will have learned con¬ 
trol. Postpohing is control, and with 
lots of practice, you will eventually 
eliminate it. 

Eliminate Expectations: Get rid of 
the expectations you have for others. 
When the expectations fade away, so 
will the anger. 

See anger as a habit: Keep in mind 
that anger is neither human nor 
natural. It is a habit, learned be¬ 
haviour, a choice. This attitude will 
give you an internal rationale to work 
at eliminating it. 

Love thyself: If you love yourself, 
you won't ever burden yourself with 
self-destructive anger. 

Challenge the provocation: Instead 
of being an emotional slave to every 
frustrating circumstance, use the 
situation as a challenge to change it 
and you will have no present mo¬ 
ment time for blowing your top. 

Don't talk: When you lose your 
temper don't talk. Wait till you cool 
down. Then say what ought to be 
said. A German proverb says, "The 
best answer to anger is silence." Too 
many people work up a head of 
steam before they find what's cook¬ 
ing! 

Keep things in proper proportion: 
Don't make a mountain out of a 
mole-hill. 

It is very important to realise 
what is and what is not a catastrophe 
when you are in a very serious situa¬ 
tion. As Dr Albert Ellis observes, no 


event is ever catastrophic. Most 
events are not serious as we usually 
think th^ are and even if an evoit ts 
very serious we only make it worse 
by getting upset about it. 

Don't blame: All blame is a waste 
of time, an act of folly, the refuge of 
the externally oriented persem. As Dr 
Hauck observes instead of blaming 
people for their actions, it is infinitely 
wiser and more charitable (as well as 
efficient) to separate their behaviour 
from their selves. Be problem- 
oriented, not blame-oriented. 

Forgive but never forget: Forgive 
everything and forget nothing, coun¬ 
sels Dr Hauck: "By forgiving your 
enemy you avoid getting ulcers, 
while by not forgetting what he did 
you can study the problem and avoid 
trouble in the future." 

Be nice to the prova'ator: Control 
your anger and deal with people and 
their stupidity as calmly as possible. 
Instead of registering anger try being 
.so nice that your frustrator is com¬ 
pletely baffled. Dr Albert Ellis ad¬ 
vises us to be all the nicer to others as 
they get meaner to you. 

Rational thinking: Make yourself 
think such rational thoughts: "He has 
a right to his views." "Every one has 
a right to be wrong." "I don't have to 
have my way." "Words don't hurt." 
"I shouldn't try to play God." Keep 
on saying these reasonable things 
until you calm down and can see the 
other person as a disturbed human 
being who should have your sym¬ 
pathy. 

Watch out the accusation: If the 
accusation is true, admit it without 
guilt or shame. If it is not true, give 
the other fellow the right to his 
opinion and let the matter rest at 
that. 

Perseverance 

VERCOMING anger will need 
perseverance, particularly if the 
habit is chronic. If you can change the 
intensity, frequeni^ and direction of 
your ai%ry episode, you are making 
progress. If you keep on making 
progress, however slight, the day wifi 
come when you will have completely 
eliminated it. 
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At Himachal, 

Sid is the limit for Ski Lovers! 

Himachal Tourism, has all the makings of exciting, action>packed Winter Holiday for you! 

Mighty peaks, enchanting glades, picturesque sights, fun-filled winter holiday... 
aiongwith the pleasure of acquiring ski skills... turning it to be an ultimate holiday experience. 



15 DAYS 
Certificate 
'.W Courses at 
Narkanda 

commence from : c 

10th & 27th Jan.'94 1 

13th Feb.'94 f 

2nd & 19th March'94 i 

Well-known for its Ski slopes, 
Narkanda, 64 km. from Shimla, 
is situated at an altitude of 
9000 ft. 




7 DAYS 
Non-Certificate 
• Courses at 

Narkanda 

commence from : 

10th, 19th & 27th Jan. '94 
6th, 15th & 23rd Feb. '94 
4th, 13th & 22nd March '94 




H.P. TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION LTD. 

Ritz Annexe, Shimla-171001 


7 DAYS 
Non-Certificate 
Courses at 
Manali 


commence from : 

7th, 14th, 21st & 28th Jan. '94 
4th, 11th, 18th & 25th Feb. '94 
4th, 11th, 18th 8( 25th March '94 

5 Days Skiing Course 
2 Days Local Sight-Seeing 



Manali, a wonder hill resort in the 
Himalayas with perfect twists and 
turns is an ideal base for Skiing... 
also proving to be the launching pad 
for ski enthusiasts. 

At an altitude of 6000 ft. and 
40 km. from Kullu, Manali is well 
connected and accessible. 


T he charges for IS A 7 days courses at 
Narkanda are Rs 3.300/- i Rs. 1,700/- per 
person respectively and the charges for 7 days 
course at Manali is Rs. 3.000/- per person. 




For further information, please contact Himachal Tourism Offices ; 

DELHI: Chanderlok Building. 36. Janpath. New Dethi-110001. Tel. ; 3324764. 3325320. CALCUTTA ; 25. Camac Street. Campac Court 
Building. Cstcutta-700016. Tel. 2476847 CHANOKSARH : SCO-1048-49. Sector-22-B, Chandigarh. Tel; 43569. BOMBAY . 36, World 
Trade Centre. Cuffe Parade. 8ombay-400005. Tel : 2181123. MADRAS . Commander-in-Chief Road, Madias-600015. Tel. : 8272966. 
MANALI: Marketing Office, Manali, Tel 2325 SHIMLA . Marketing Office. The Mall. Shimla-171001, Tel. : 78311, 6810. 
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LEHERS 


READERS’ 

THE VOTERS’VICTORY 

In my opinion the 
election results in the five 
States, where cUvtions were 
held in November 199.1, was 
not a verdict in favour or 
against secularism. The 
elections were held on 
regional issues, division of 
the electorate m the basis of 
caste and religion. The vote 
can be said to be mote 
anti-BJP than for BSP/SSP 
or Congress. 

Another fart that 
emerged was of polarisation 
of the electorate on caste and 
religion basis. This is 
dangerous for the integrity of 
the country. The political 
parties should ensure that 
elections are not fought by 
dividing the people on the 
basis of caste or religion. As 
for presettt, no party seems 
to be keen to look into this! 

Sunil K. Sinha 

Mutigrr 

in the recent elections, 
held in the five Slates, the 
people have rightly rejected 
the religion card and shown 
that they hcliiwc in 
secularism. It is hoped that 
BJPand other political 
parties, that use religion for 
political gains, have got the 
message and they would 
mend their ways now. 

S. Zohair Imam 
Muziifjdrpur, Biluir 

The elections in the five 
States have been held bit 
everyone as victory of 
secularism over 
communalism. But, I hclierie 
that this is not true. Tor 
example, in Uttar Pradesh 
the religion was taken over 
by caste. This is etjually had. 

Pseudo secularism must 
go. Then and only then can 
we hope to see India progress 
and become fuiwerfiil. 

Harsh Agrawal 
Dlmnlmd 

The Indian voter has 
taken the right step forward 
towards establishing 


FORUM 

secularism in India and 
makingthe democratic 
system stronger. In the 
November elections to the 
five Sta tes, the Indian voter 
has shunned the forces of 
communalism and forced the 
political parties to re-think 
about their strategics. It is 
hoped that all political 
parties will learn from these 
elections and mend their 
policies for a positive change. 

Deependra Kumar 
Dhiiran, NcjHi! 
FOCUS ON MINORITIES 
The subtle way in which 
the Muslims, along with the 
Dalits and OBCs, have iCfisct 
the apple-cart of communal 
forces in the recent elections 
has proved that Muslims arc 
no longer a sect directed by 
ftittcii'. of its religious leadens, 
but a sect that is intelligent 
enough lo see what is good 
for the country. 

History shows lhal 
insecnrily and the fear of 
being overwhelmed and 
injhtenccd by the religion 
and culture of the nuijorily, 
has always led the 
minorities to con.solidate 
their strength, for attaining 
greater manoeuvrability to 
turn things in their favour. In 
a democracy this 
phenomenon is positive as 
long as the reactions arc 
spontaneous. But, if it is 
politicised by ve.sled 
inlerc.sis, it becomes an 
anathema to national 
integrity. 

Saumitra Mohan 
Paliiii 

ROLE OF NAM 

During the cold war-era 
the need for NAM was 
realised to keep the 
diTcloping nations away 
from the manomivres and 
exploitations of the two 
super powers. Most of the 
developing countries had just 
freed themselves from the 
clutches of colonialism and 
were politically and 
economically weak. NAM 


provided them a formn to 
collectively solve their 
problems and to face the 
might of the siifk-r powers. 

The cold war has ended 
but the ectmomic war has 
started. Now the developed 
countries arc trying to 
exploit the developing 
nations by attaching strings, 
like human rights and 
environment, with financial 
aid and trade. NAM has a 
very vital role to play to 
prevent such exfdoitalion. 

Arun K. Rai 

.Mhihiiliid 

It is the rule of nature 
that something exists 
because there is the need for 
it. It is true that Cold War 
has ended, but international 
politics has not. New power 
centres are emerging, neir 
eipitttiuns arc being formed. 

A new danger, in the form of 
Islamic fundamentalism, 
threatens the world peace. In 
such a situation NAM alone 
provides a ray of hope. 

Binay K. Mishra 

jamalpur, Biluir 

After the end of Cold 
War, NAM has become 
redundant. The purjuise for 
which it was created, no 
longer exists. Also, most of 
the successful performances 
of NAM, in the past, trcu- 
because of the indirect 
support of former Soviet 
Union. It is futile to even 
think that today's NAM can 
mobilise the poor nations 
against the exploitations of 
trade Noes like NATTA and 
LC. 

Sgl M.S. Ahmed 

Chahiia, AsSiun 

INDO-PAK RELATIONS 

Pakistan's support to 
the Kashmiri militants is 
more to senv its own 
purpose than for the benefit 
of the people of Kashmir. 
There are regions in Pakistan 
also — Sindh, Baluchistan, 
etc—where people arc not 
happy being part of 
Pakistan, If India wants, it 
can fuel the separatist 
movements there and thus 
create problems for Pakistan, 


But, India does not do so 
because mud can never wash 
mud. 

Pakistan should realise 
that only good neighbourly 
relations and fwace can he 
beneficial to the fieople of 
both countries. Nothing else! 

BJ(. Sharma 
Vtiisluili 

CM FEATURES 

The lanuary 1994 sjvcial 
issue was very informative 
and fiill of valuable material. 
1 will also like lo thank you 
for the siiecial feature for 
Civil Services (Main) 
examination, 

Mohd Rir.wan Alam 

Barmdtt, Punjah 

I am a nejv reader of 
CM. The lanuary 19ft4 
Special Issue was z'ery well 
compiled. The material and 
preseutatioii was excellent. 

Rajal Dabalkar 

Ihmiliiw 

The special supplement 
of the lanuary 1994 Spciial 
Issue Ti’iis superb. It teas 
indeed a boon for alt those 
preparing for competitive 
e.xams. 

S.V.R. Reddy 

CiH'hin 

I consider my-vlj /ii be 
veri/ fortunate for being 
introduced lo CM. It is 
indeed a store house of 
knowledge. 

G.V. Ramana 

Kui/iigihla 

CM not only helps lo 
prepare for the competitive 
r.\anis, it also helps in 
building oiw's overall 
personality. CM is Career 
.Maker, Calibre Magnifier, 
Ccmceptual Mainstay and 
last but not the leasi 
Complete Magic. 

Mukesh Baira 

Itarsi, M.P. 

I have been reading CM 
for last two years. It is a 
complete magazine. The stifle 
and contents are 
incomparable. 

Neclam Sharma 
Mandi, 11.P. 
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According to an old adage, genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. 

We*d like to update that a little. 

Because more than perspiration, a genius, like the rest of us, needs guidance. 

Proper guidance is the key to success. 

What really distinguishes a proper guide is that he knows how to use knowledge, 
how to gather, edit, synthesize and otherwise manage it 

And a guide should be carefully chosen. While choosing, the deciding factor 
should be the results. It is the results which matter. 

We raise the point because, by no small coincidence, results are what we are 
concerned with, too. 

We produce the best results every year, and, invariably, improve upon them.Year 
after year, the toppers have been from this institution and now it has become a 
legend. 

Or, to put It another way,genius is perspiration, inspiration and guidance. 

You just manage Perspiration. 

And we will lead you to Success. 

They you can call yourself a genius ! 
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EDITORIAL 


Rao’s Voyage to the West 


L ike Ws previous trips abroad. Prime Minister 
Narasiniha Rao's trip to Europe early in February 
was well<onductcd, thanks to the sustained public 
relations exercise. And like the goodwill visit to China 
last year, this journey yielded good results, both 
economic and political. The description of the six-day 
tour as "a landmark event" in the on-going economic 
revolution, and a matter of extraordinary significance in 
more ways than one, need not be disregarded a.s a great 
exaggeration, though it does have an element of official 
propaganda. 

New Delhi's spokesmen have asserted time an'd 
again that India is now open for free business and that 
the economic reforms are irreversible. During the early 
stages of the reforms, earnestly and confidently 
spoasored by Dr Manmohan Singh, the Union Finance 
Minister, many in the Western countries tix)k the 
assertion with more than a pinch of salt and extended 
only limited cooperation to Indian industrialists. But 
lately, with considerable evidence forthcoming of the 
Government's earnestness and the liberation drive in 
this arena, the doubts have melted away and have 
yielded place to conviction in regard to our sincerity. 
This is a distinct gain and is almost certain to bring 
handsome dividends. The.sc dividends w'ill, in the 
considered opinion of international experts, begin to 
materialise as the months pass. The assessment that 
1994 would be "India Year" for foreign direct 
assessment is highly unlikely to prove baseless. It is 
common knowledge that economic dealings including 
large-scale contracts, prove fruitful when both parties 
are deeply intk;rested and stand to gain by their 
implementation. 

Another significant development has been the 
greater confidence displayed by Mr Narasimha Rao, 
in his negotiations with his foreign counterparts. The 
"middle path" in the social security and economic 
ventures that he advocated at Davos, evidently to 
facilitate greater acceptability among the world's 
capitalist giants, was certainly purposeful. It is likely 
to prove successful and clear several obstacles in the 
commercial field. One instance is the assurance held 
out by Germany's leading political parties that the 
new Asia concept unveiled by Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has w'ide support. The concept has India at the 
centre-point. 

Of course, the greater all-round liberalisation policy, 
which the Government of India has been pursuing since 


1991, carries risks. It will inevitably result in some 
setbacks and general discouragement to hopeful 
industrialists in our land. Indications to this effect are 
available already. But then, the countrj' has to take into 
consideration the greater opportunities for all-round 
expansion, more employment and other the channels 
beyond Indian shores that would be available. The pace 
and direction would bt' dictated by the exigencies of the 
.socio-economic situation. Impatient articulators have 
constantly to bear this in mind. Moreover, industrialists 
must develop the ability to stand competition; they 
cannot, in all fairness, bank on protection all the Hme, of 
quality is to be assured. 

Besides the notable economic benefits of Mr Rao's 
trip, there arc .some six'io-political gains too. German 
leaders now concede that Human Rights in Asia are 
based on sociiveconomic factors This is an admission 
which the Americans decline to make, much to India’s 
discomfiture. The conditions and political realities in 
India, and certain other aren.s, differ from those in 
Western, advanced countries such as the USA. On that 
ground, coupled with certain others, Germany broadly 
remains neutral on Kashmir. It dcx?s not critici.se India'.s 
stand on Kashmir and by implication disapprove.s 
Pakistan's tactics, especially the full-scale arming of 
militants and other subversive elements continually 
operating in the Kashnur Valley. For India, the stand 
taken on the issue’s of Kashmir and I luman Rights in 
this country is important, especially because these 
questions are repeatedly raised by the U.S. and Pakistan 
at the United Nations and other international platforms, 
'Today, India has very few dependable friends in the 
U.N. Security' Council 

With the vital backing of the Soviet Union now 
virtually gone with the wind and the U.S. on far from 
friendly terms with us, many verbal darts are flung on 
us in the supreme U.N. body. We are repeatedly 
harassed on various counts at such organisations and 
w'e really must cultivate countries like Germany. New 
Delhi's efforts to be on the right side of Bonn and Berlin, 
are praiseworthy, Germany was the first important 
country Mr Narasimha Rao visited after assuming 
office. Several businessmen and industrial magnets 
from India have visited Germany in recent times. India 
has forged strong ties with it and our goodwill 
campaigns are well reciprocated. Economics and politics 
are closely linked; good ‘*conomic ties are bound to flow 
over to the political field. Germany's strong case for 
permanent membership of the U.N. Security Council 
ha.s, of course, the backing of India. 
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__ SPECIAL FEATURE—I - 

India-Pakistan: 
Worsening Relations 


Paul fiTv mmths have sent the reh- 
tioiis between India and Pakistan f^ofrom 
bad to worse. It urns hoped that with the 
return to ]Knocr of Ms Benazir Bhutto, 
situation would improve. Iter meetings 
with late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
in 19S9, had aroused hopes of ofHmin,^ a 
new era in Indo-Pak relations. But politi¬ 
cal compulsions this time are not allow- 
inft her lo start from where she had left 
when siw was ousted from pwivr in 1989. 
The feature Imfks into India's relalions 
with Pakistan, since independence, 
landnutrk achievements and the future 
prospi’cts. if any, ofpeace Mivcen the two 
neighbours. 

I IE partition of the sub-continent 
left deep scars on the psyche of 
the people of both the countries. 
There were widespread communal 
riots that forced millions of Hindus, 
Muslims and Sikhs to migrate from 
one country to the other. This was 
compounded by Pakistan when it 
sponsored and armed tribals from 
NWFP to invade the State of Jammu 
and Ka.shmir in October 1^47. Since 
1^48 Pakistan continues to occupy 
and control illegally a part of Kash¬ 
mir, which it describes as "Azad 
Kashmir". 

To discuss and tackle some of 
these problems, the first summit 
meeting between jawaharlal Nehru 
and Liaquat Ali Khan was held in 
New Delhi in April, 1950. The meet¬ 
ing produced the famous Nehru-Lia- 
quat pact which dealt with providing 
security to the minorities in each 
country. It ai.so included agreement 
on evacuee property, trade and re¬ 
lated problems. However, the Kash¬ 
mir problem was not dealt with. 

The meeting between Nehru and 
Ayub Khan, in September, 1960, 
created a widespread feeling that the 
two had the political will to resoK'e 


the complex problems between the 
two countries. The visit of Jawaharlal 
Nehru to Karachi, to sign the Indus 
Water Treaty, strengthened the belief 
that the relations were on the up¬ 
swing. 

I lowever, the euphoria was soon 
dissipated by the war of 1965. The 
21-day war-ended in a stalemate. The 
Tashkent summit, sponsored by the 
Soviet Union, bt'tween Uil Bahadur 
Shastri, the then Prime Minister of 
India and President Ayub Khan of 
Pakistan was held in January 19o6. 
The agreement exposed the false 
clainvs of the Pakistani leaders, of vic¬ 
tories in the 1965 war. In Pakistan the 
signing of the Ta.shkent agreement 
was taken as surrtmder to India. 

In 1971 India and Pakistan 
fought another war which led to the 
.secession of East Pakistan. The defeat 
suffered by the Pakistani military 
rulers was a traumatic exfjcrience for 
the people of Pakistan. 

The economy of Pakistan had 
been shattered. Almost a hundred 
thousand soldiers were pri.soners of 
war in India. Relations with the now 
independent Bangladesh had to be 
sorted. In this background, the Simla 
conference was held in June 1972 be¬ 
tween Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
of India and Z.A. Bhutto of Pakistan. 

Under the Simla Agreement, 
India and Pakistan "resolved that the 
two countries put an end to the con¬ 
flict and confrontation that have 
hitherto marred their relations and 
work for the promotion of a friendly 
and harmonious relationship and the 
establishment of durable peace in the 
sub-continent, so that both countries 
may henceforth devote their resour¬ 
ces and energies to the pressing task 
of advancing the welfare of their 


people". 

A new Line of Control was also 
delineated bilaterally to replace the 
earlier cease-fire line between India 
and PakisLm. 

Unfortunately, the spirit of Simla 
agreement wms not kept alive, par¬ 
ticularly by Gen Zia-ul-Haque, who 
look power in a coup. Gen Zia's 
tenure saw the n*lations go down to a 
new low. 

In 1988 elections, Ms Benazir 
Bhutto came to pow'er. This resulted 
in a more congenial atmosphere 
being created for a meaningful 
dialogue. Mr Rajiv Gandhi, paid an 
official visit to Islamabad in July 
1989, the first by an Indian Prime 
Mini.ster since I960. The Rajiv- 
Benazir meeting arou.sed hopes of 
Of^ening a new era in Indo-Pak rela¬ 
tions. Both were young and un¬ 
touched by the conflicts and 
prejudices of the past. 

I lowever, the euphoria could not 
last long. Mr Rajiv Gandhi lost elec¬ 
tions in 1989 and the V.P. Singh's 
government could not capitalise on 
llie .spade work done by the Rajiv 
Gandhi government. 

In Pakistan, Ms Benazir Bhutto 
was fast loosing support. She did not 
have majority in the Assembly and 
was obliged to the vested interests in 
Pakistan (who never want relations 
to improve between India and Pakis¬ 
tan} to remain in power. 

Ms Bhutto was succeeded by Mr 
Nawaz Sharif who had been close to 
General Zia-ul-Haque. The relations 
continued to deteriorate during his 
tenure. 

Today, Benazir Bhutto is once 
again in power. But, her capacity to 
fight against tlie vested interests in 
Pakistan has worn out. She has 



630 MARCH‘94 COMPETITION MASTER 




realised that to remain in power she 
will have to keep the anti-India 
forum alive. 

Siachin Glacier issue: The 76- 
km long Siachin glacier in the Ladakh 
area is a major point of controversy. 
Several artillery duels have taken 
place in area. Although Siachin falls 
within the Indian territory, Pakistan 
claims that the glacier fails on its side 
of the border. 

The area is inhospitable and 
desolate, but is of great strategic im¬ 
portance. No border ceasefire line or 
line of actual control delineates this 
watershed frontier with central Asia. 

The Simla agreement terminates 
the line of actual control at point near 
Shyok river in Ladakh and thereafter 
merely mentions "thence north¬ 
wards to Glaciers". 

Sea boundary row: The absence 
of any delineation of the maritime 
boundary between India and Pakis¬ 
tan, in the Arabian Sea, has become 
yet another contentious issue and 
could snow-ball into Siachen-like 
situation. 

The problem assumes serious 
proportions when Pakistani vessels 
and fishing boats intrude into Indian 
waters to push-in contraband, arni.s 
and explosives. Accf>rding to the in¬ 
telligence reports Pakistan's intel¬ 
ligence agency, the Inter Services 
Intelligence (IS1), is increasingly 
using the sea-routes for its nefarious 
designs. 

Latest round of talks ends in no 
progress; The seventh round of the 
India-Pakistan Secretary-level talks, 
over the disputed territory of Kash¬ 
mir, was held in Islamabad on 
January 2-3, 1994, after a break of 
seventeen months. However, no 
progress was made. 

The position of tlie two countries 
differed dramatically on Kashmir. 
While India talked about the Simla 
agreement, Pakistan said that it 
respected it, but this does not mean 
that it could not utilise the UN resolu¬ 
tions on Kashmir. 

According to the Indian side, the 
UN resolutions were no longer 
relevant. 

After independence, when all na¬ 


tive States decided on acceSvSion to 
India or Pakistan, Kashmir asked for 
stand-still agreements with both. In 
the meantime the State became the 
subject of armed attack from the ter¬ 
ritory of Pakistan and Maharaja Hari 
Singh acceded to India on October 26, 
1947, by signing the Instrument of 
Accession. 

In January 1948 India ap¬ 
proached UN to get its help to have 
the territory occupied by Pakistan va¬ 
cated. The UN intervened and the 
conflict ended by a cease-fire in 
January, 1949. In UN, Pakistan 
propiised a plebiscite. India agreed in 
principle, provided Pakistan 
withdrew its armed forces from the 
occupied territory. Since Pakistan 
never withdrew from the Pakistan 
Occupied _Ka.shmir, the plebiscite 
could not be held. 

Pak to press for plebiscite: On 
January 18, 1994 Pakistan convcytHl 
to India that future bilateral talks 
should aim at finalising the 
modalities of a plebiscite in J & K. 
Thus, Pakistan pre-empted the 
proposals to resolve otlier outstand¬ 
ing i.ssues, like Siachin and conver¬ 
sion of LOC into a line of peace and 
tranquillity. 

India rcjccU'd the proposal link¬ 
ing future bilateral talks to the hold¬ 
ing of plebiscite in Jammu & Kashmir 
while categorically asserting that the 
State was an integral part of the 
country. 

"The question or the need for 
conducting any plebi.scite in any part 
of India, including Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, simply does not arise. The 
people of Jammu and Kashmir have 
exercised their democratic rights 
repeatedly, as people in otlrcr parts of 
India, unlike die case in Pakistan Oc¬ 
cupied Kashmir and what Pakistan 
has labelled as 'Northern Areas'," 
said an Indian spokesman. 

Warning of another war: On 
January 17, 1993, the Speaker of the 
Punjab Assembly in Pakistan, Mr 
M.H. Ramay, warned of another war 
between India and Pakistan unless 
the two countries got down to 
"meaningful" negotiations over 
Kashmir. 

Another war between the two 


countries will not resolve any issues 
but would certainly prove disastrous 
for both. There is also the fear of 
Nuclear Weapons being used. 

Pakistan's support to terrorism 
in India: A US House Republican 
Research Committee report has in¬ 
ducted Pakistan of sponsoring the 
terrorist activities in Punjab, Jammu 
and Kashmir and Terai region of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The report presents a graphic ac¬ 
count of the sordid game played by 
Pakistan in stoking the fires of ter¬ 
rorism in Kashmir and Punjab. 

The report further adds that the 
Islamist transformation of the Kash¬ 
miri insurgency was assisted and 
reinforced by an active ISI 
programme. 

Present position: Pakistan's 
sudden inflexibility against con¬ 
tinuation of dialogue can be at¬ 
tributed to domestic politics. Former 
Prime Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif, 
has steppt:d up the efforts to portray 
Ms Bhutto as one who is inclmtxl to 
do a deal with India, thus com¬ 
promising the interL*.sts of J’akislan. 
The fight of Ms Bhutto with her 
mother and brother has al.so 
weakened her positiem. Any .step she 
take.s to improve relations with India 
will be suspected. 

It is al.so felt that Pakistan has put 
to hold all negotiations because it 
wants to review all that has been 
done, till date, to hasten annexation 
of Kashmir. In last five to six years 
Pakistan campaigned frantically to 
internationalise the issue and compel 
India to concede Kashmir. No stone 
was left unturned to convince the 
world that Indian forces were the oc¬ 
cupation force and were committing 
genocide in Kashmir. But this hardly 
had any impact. 

The dispute requires substantive 
and delicate bilateral negotiations. 
There can be no place for seeking 
unilateral concessions nr uttering 
casual threats. The present postures 
of Pakistan, however, indicate that it 
is more interested in the dispute than 
in the future of Kashmir or in the 
improvement of relations with India. 
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_ SPEOALFEATURE-II __ 

NATO: Reshaping the 
East-West Matrix 


North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) was established to maintain 
peace and security in the NATO area, 
through cooperation and coordination of 
the difence forces. With the cold war en¬ 
ding it was felt tiuit the role of NATO 
needs to be re-defined as also some new 
members added, especially the former 
Warsoxv Pact countries. Tlw latest mooes 
are tmoards this direction. This feature 
loNcs into tlw role that NATO played till 
date and tlw effects of present moiH-s. 

Historical Background 

Hti North Atlantic Treaty was 
signed on April 4,1949 to estab¬ 
lish a militar)' counter-weight to the 
Soviet military presence in the 
postwar eastern Europe. Tlie original 
members were; Belgium, Canada, 
Denmark, Erance, Iceland, Italy, 
Luxembou^;, the Netherlands, Nor¬ 
way, Portugal, United Kingdom aiul 
USA. In 1952 Greece and Turkey 
joined the alliance. West Germany 
(now united Germany) joined in 1955 
and Spain joined in 1982. In 1966, 
France withdrew from the integrated 
NATO command, but remained in 
the alliance. 

Following the end of World War 
II in 1945, Western Europe was 
economically exhau.sted and suffer¬ 
ing from shattered morale and inter¬ 
nal weakness. The western wartime 
Allies—USA, Great Britain and 
France—had rapidly reduced their 
armies. 

By contrast, the Soviet Union 
emerged from tlie war with its armies 
dominating all the States of central 
and eastern Europe. Between 1946 
and 1948, the communists, under the 
pautmage of Moscow, consolidated 
their control of these countries and 
suppressed all non-communist 
political activity. The large Soviet ar¬ 


mies, stationed in eastern Europe, 
had started to cast a long and unset¬ 
tling shadow westward. The wartime 
cooperation between the western Al¬ 
lies and the Soviet Union also broke 
down. 

To counter the Soviet moves, 
USA launched the Marshall Plan in 
1948. Under the plan, massive 
economic aid was given to the 
we.stern and southern European na¬ 
tions on the condition that they 
cooperate with each other and 
engage in joint planning to hasten 
their recovery. 

In March 1948, the United 
Kingdom, France and some other 
EurofX'an countries concluded a col¬ 
lective detence alliance under the 
Brussels Treaty. Mowi'ver, it was 
realised that without the aid and as¬ 
sistance t>f USA, Brussels Treaty 
could not pose an adequate counter¬ 
weight to the Soviet Union. Williin a 
month, in April 1948, negotiations 
commenced w'ith USA andXianada 
for an enlarged and collective 
defence arrangement. In April, 1949 
the North Atlantic Treaty was signed 
in Washington D.C- 

In 1950s, n .seriou.s is.sue con¬ 
fronted NAT(.\ that c»t admission i>f 
West Germany into the alliance. The 
parspect of a re-armed tiermany was 
greeted with widespread unease and 
hesitancy. But, it was realised that the 
strength of West Germany was neces¬ 
sary to effectively counter any Soviet 
movo.s. Arrangement for the "safe" 
participation of West Germany were 
worked out as part of the Paris Agree¬ 
ments of October 1954, which cndi*d 
in the occupation of West Germany 
by the Western Allies and provided 
for the limitation of Germany's arma¬ 
ments and for its accession to the 
Treaty. The Soviet Union's formation 


of the Warsaw Pact alliance was in 
Jirect resp onse to We st German^s 
emiy into NaYCI 

The participation of France, in 
NATO, became strained from 1958, as 
the then President, Mr Charles de 
Gaulle, criticised the dominatiem of 
NATO by USA. He argued that the 
integration subjected France to auto¬ 
matic war, at the decision of 
strangers. In July 1966, France for¬ 
mally withdrew from the integrated 
military command of NATO and 
asked the NATO forces and head¬ 
quarters to leave France. However, 
President de Gaulle proclaimed that 
France will continue to adhere to the 
Treaty, in case of "unprovoked 
aggression". 

To deter any Soviet aggression in 
the early 1950s, NATO relied on ttie 
prospect of a massive US nuclear 
retaliation. In 1957, NATO supple¬ 
mented this policy by deploying U8 
nuclear weapons in Western Europe. 

By 1980s, the NATO forces had at 
their di.sposal nuclear-armed inter¬ 
mediate-range missiles (under US 
cont rol), as well as large conventional 
weaponry. But, the far-reaching 
reform.^ of the Soviet leader, Mr Mik¬ 
hail Cit>ibachov, in the late 1980s, fun- 
da mentelly affected the Cold War as 
well a.s the NATO. In 1989, Moscow 
abandoned the control over east 
Euro^H'an countries, thus di^ipating 
much of the military threat that the 
Warsaw Pact had posed to the 
Western Europe. This raised the 
question of maintaining NATO as a 
military organisation. The unifica¬ 
tion of the East and West Germany in 
1990, and the adherence of the 
unified Germany to NATO, led to the 
proposals to transform the alliaru» to 
a political organisation, devoted to 
maintain stability in Europe. 
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Partnership for peace 

N January 10,1993, NAI'O ended 
a two-day summit in Brussels 
that ushered-in a new era for the 45- 
year-old alliance. The alliance 
decided to open ite doors to member¬ 
ship for the Hast Huropean Stales. As 
a first step, the Hast European 
countries will be offered military 
cooperation. 

Lithuania, Poland, Hungary, the 
Slovak and the Czech republic.s, wor¬ 
ried by the surge of right-wing ex¬ 
tremism in Russia, wanted an early 
NATO membership. 

But NATO leaders have ycl to spoil 
out any precise time-table for their ad- . 
mission, which may be in phase.s, 
stretching fmm three to five years, and* 
depending upon the developments ii> 
Russia, Ukraine and other former 
Soviet Republics. NATO leaders fear* 
that any hasty decision might inflame 
growing nationalism in Ruiisiq. 

Tlie NATO offer of limited mem¬ 
bership is contained irf the US-spon¬ 
sored plan, called "partnership for 
peace", to build closer military links 
with all former Soviet bloc States, in¬ 
cluding Russia. 

The "partnership for peace" plan 
aims at building a new security order 
for Europe. It is considered as an es¬ 
sential, but not automatic step 
towards NATO membership. 

The summit leaders expre.ssed 
the hope that Russia and Ukraine 
would take up the NATO offer of 
limited membership. They felt that 
the US Pre.sident Clinton's "partner¬ 
ship for peace" plan was part of 
NATO's "evolution" and offered the 
central and East European States a 
closer role with NATO. 

Mixed response to NATO's ex¬ 
pansion: Hard-line Russian 

nationalist leader, Mr Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, warned that the move 
could lead to World War 111. The Rus¬ 
sian Foreign Minister, Mr Andrei 
Kozyrev, said that he is oppo.scd to 
the expansion of NATO to eastern 
Europe. He added that there was no 
Russian threat to the central 
European States. 

"Russia has no fertile soil for fas¬ 
cism. It made a sacrifice larger than 


that of any other countrj' in the world 
to defeat fascism in the World War 11. 
People did not cast their votes in the 
December 12 parliamentary elections 
for a 'march to the west' or for 'a dash 
to .southern si'as' or for a restoration 
of the Soviet Union and the socialist 
camp", he .said. 

However, the former US 
Secretary of State, Mr Alexander 
I laig, is for quick expansion of the 
NATO and the exclusion of Russia 
from NATO. "Excluding Russia from 
NATO does not exclude Kus.sia from 
Europe. It simply adds a barrier to 
revival of Russia's old ambition to 
dominate eastern and central 
Europe", he said. 

I Th<’ h'aders of Poland, Hungary, 
the Czech republic and Slovakia have 
endorsed the "partnership for peace" 
initiative. However, Poland has ex¬ 
pressed its a'senatioas. Pre.sident1 ec4i 
Walesa of I’oland said that the initiative 
was "insufficicMl". Poland had 
demanded security guarantees from 
NATO 

The Czech President, Mr Vaclav 
Havel and the Slovak President, Mr 
Michal Kovac, viewed the partnership 
plan as a step towards membership, 
M r Kovac said, "we have no enemies i n 
Europe today; we simply have nega¬ 
tive historical experiences. We don't 
w'anl to see history repeat itself." 

The former Soviet President, Mi 
Mikhail Gorbachov called NATO'> 
plan with eastern Europe unaccep¬ 
table. He said that it would isolate 
Rassia and stoke nationalism, lie 
said that an opportunily to involve 
Rassia in building a new Europe has 
bet*n lost. 

In a summit meeting with Presi¬ 
dent Clinton of USA, Mr Bori.s 
Yeltsin, Pre.sident of Russia, said that 
Mixscow would play an active role in 
the "partnership for peace" cooptrra- 
tion programme with NAl'O. 

NATO action to end war in 
Bosnia 

EEKING to restore the tattered 
credibility of their Bosnia policy, 
the NATO members re-affirmed their 
pledge to use air power, if requested 
by the United Nations, to break the 
Serb siege of Sarajevo and other Mus¬ 


lim communities in the former 
Yugoslav republic. Tlie Bosnian con¬ 
flict has been haunting NATO's ef¬ 
forts to build a new European 
security order. 

According to Mr Manfred Woer- 
nev. Secretary-general of NATO, thi.s 
reflected a desire among NATO 
members, for tougher action in the 
21-month-old conflict. 

A Franco-British proposal has 
urgi?d for an urgent action, using 
warplanes if required, to open the 
Tuzla airport, a key point for 
deliveries lo central Bosnia. 

The new declaration followed a 
sudden change of heart by Britain, 
which had been one of the most 
cautious NATO members, in a'gard 
to using lorce in Bosnia. 

Conclusion 

ATO is searching for a new goal. 

It seems that the NAl'O of the 
21 St century would like lo have a less 
strategic and more political goal. But, 
at the moment it i.s finding it difficult 
to maintain the right balance. 

The east European countries still 
fear the military might of Russia, The 
US and the west EurofTean countries 
fwl that it is their moral duly to as¬ 
sure these' countiic's that they need 
not be afraid of Russia. 1’his would 
mean NATC^ spreading eastwards 
and is bound lo create suspicions in 
the minds of Russians. 

With an uilra-nationnlisl Russian 
politician, Mr Vladimir Zhirinov.sky, 
threatening to restore the Soviet 
Union, the small east European SLites 
cannot be assurc'd of their sc’curily in 
future. The Russian President is in no 
position lo guarantee their safely. 

The NATO members ha\ e a dif¬ 
ficult task on hand. They have not 
only lo provide for the security of the 
east European States, they also have 
to ensure that in doing so the Russian 
reforms are not jeopardised, and the 
actions do not give the ultra- 
nationalists a tool lo seize power in 
Ru.ssid. A lot of effort will have to be 
made to convince Russia that the 
membership of NATO, for the east 
European nations, is not aimed at 
bringing the Western military al-, 
iiance at Russian doorsteps. 
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ARTICLE 


Appraisal of Economic 
Planning in India 


Immcdialclif after the indepaidence, 
economic planning ivas adopted as a tool 
to achieiv rapid };roiiith in the country. 
Huge population, ramjHinl pnmrly and 
limited resources were some of the hufwr- 
tant factors that forced India to go in for 
planned economy. Sketmxl distribution of 
wealth WHS yet another factor. Taking a 
leaf out of the bo<^s of the planners of 
crstzohile USSR, policy makers in India 
adopted a system ofFiiv-Ycar Plans, with 
each plan dfnv-tailed in the longterm ob¬ 
jectives of the perspecthv planning. Tlw 
main aim was to optimally utilise the 
resources atmlttble in the country. Today, 
after 43 years of planned economic 
growth, it is debatable lohetheror not the 
broad objectives of planning haiv been 
aehuTcd. It is admitted that economic 
planning has achieved resounding suc¬ 
cess in some of the areas, its performance 
in a few ftehh leaves much to be desired. 

Broad Objectives 

T he objectives of various Five- 
Year Plans have been different 
and every plan t'mphasised on a 
few specific objectives. Higher 
economic growth of GNP, equitable 
distribution of income, employ¬ 
ment generation, self-sufficiency, in¬ 
dustrialisation and growth of 
agriculture have, however, been 
some of the common objectives. 
Otherwise also it would not have 
been possible to delink all these ob¬ 
jectives, most of which are inter¬ 
dependent. The broad objectives of 
planning also seem to have been 
drawn from the provisions under the 
Directive Principles enshrined in our 
Constitution. Directive Principles re¬ 
quire the Government to strive and 
achieve the objectives of equal oppor¬ 
tunity to every citizen, equitable dis¬ 
tribution of wealth and overall 
well-being of citizens through its 
policies. 

Through various policies, legisla¬ 


tions and programmes, the Govern¬ 
ment has tried to achiev-e all the ob¬ 
jectives of the Five Year Plans. The 
decisions of the Government on land 
ceiling, allotment of surplus land to 
the landles.s, tenancy laws, bank 
nationalisation, termination of privy 
purses, social security laws and 
nieasures, launching of employment 
generation .schemes, community 
development programme, green- 
revolution, rural development 
prt'grammes, industrialisation, etc. 
have been some of the few steps 
taken by the government towards the 
achievement of broad objectives of 
planning. 

Planning Era 

HE idea of economic planning 
was conceived much before the 
independence of India. The concept, 
which w'aS mainly propagated by the 
individual thinkers and businessmen 
to start with, also had the consent of 
the British Government, which set up 
a small planning department after 
the Second World War. 1 lowever, the 
formal launching of planning took 
place in the year 1950, W'ith the set¬ 
ting up of a Planning Commis.sion 
and the First Five Year Plan was 
launched in 1951. The First Plan was 
es.sentially a rehabilitation plan 
which w'ns aimed at all-round 
development by restructuring the 
economy wracked by the communal 
clashes during the partition. Social 
services, transport & communica¬ 
tion, irrigation and agriculture sec¬ 
tors received the highest priority in 
this plan. Second Five Year Plan 
placed greater emphasis on in¬ 
dustrialisation. To support heavy 
industrialisation, the Plan also allo¬ 
cated adequate funds to the power 
sector. In addition, the sectors 
which were less lucrative, but of 
strategic and basic importance, and 


with long gestation period, were 
handed over to the Public Sector 
which assumed important place in 
thisPlan. 

Third Five Year Plan was ex¬ 
pected to consolidate the gains of the 
second Plan. But the Plan was shat¬ 
tered by the Chinese and Pakistani 
aggressions in 1962 and 1965, respec¬ 
tively. Hence, before a moderately 
sized Fourth Plan was launched in 
1969, annual plans followed after 
1966. Although the emphasis of the 
Fourth Plan continued to be on in¬ 
dustry, power and communications, 
Ihc objectives of self-reliance, equity 
and social justice received high 
priority. Fifth Five Year Plan had self- 
reliance and removal of poverty at 
the top of agenda but the change of 
the Government during 1977 saw its 
premature termination and introduc¬ 
tion of a new concept of Rolling Plans. 
The onset of the Sixtfi Plan in 1980 and 
subsequently Seventh and Eighth 
Plans witnessed the renewed stress on 
the broad objectives of Planning. 

Eighth Plan, launched in April 
1992, has, however, tried to adapt to 
the political and economic changes 
experienced in the other parts of the 
world. The so-called Nehruvian 
Model of rapid indastrialisation, in a 
mixed economy, received a severe jolt 
with the integration of Germany and 
fall of erstwhile Soviet Union. The 
existence of Public Sector was 
seriously threatened by the financial 
crunch and its extremely poor perfor¬ 
mance during the recent past. It also 
appeared that the policies of protec¬ 
tion, controls and high taritts had 
outlived their utility. The Plan, there¬ 
fore, introduced new concept of 
decontrols, liberalisation, foreign in¬ 
vestment and relaxation of foreign 
exchange controls. The recent ap¬ 
proval and adoption of GATT-VIIl 
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proposals will also force the Indian 
planners to re-orient their policies 
and priorities, to derive maximum 
benefit. The initial signals are 
though positive, yet the actual ef¬ 
fectiveness of these policy measures 
will be known only by the end of 
the Plan. 

Achievements 

(a) Economic Growth: Indian 
economy registered an average an¬ 
nual growth rate of 3.5 per cent in its 
GDP during the first three decades. 
Eighties registered a much higher 
growth rate of 5.5 per cent per 
annum. The sudden change in the 
growth rate was achieved by out¬ 
standing achievements in the agricul¬ 
ture sector, rate of growth of 
per-capit-i consumption and by effi¬ 
cient use of capital through reduced 
ICOR (Incremental Capital Output 
Ratio). 

(b) Increased Rate of Savings: 
The performance of Indian economy 
in the field of saving.s has been much 
better than many odicr developing 
countries. The rate of savings, w'hich 
was 10.28 per cent during the First 
Plan, rose to 17.27 during the period 
1971-72 to 1975-76. After 1976 this 
rate has been around 20 per cent. 
During the period 1985 to 1992 this 
rate was about 23 per cent. 

(c) Agriculture: Agriculture is 
the largest sector in the Indian 
economy and employs about 70 per 
cent of our population. It is also the 
largest contributor to the perfor¬ 
mance of the economy—contribut¬ 
ing over 30 per cent of the GDP. The 

erformance of agriculture has 

een outstanding so far, particular¬ 
ly when the majority of the cul¬ 
tivated land is unirrigalcd and 
primitive methods of production 
are used. The food-grain produc¬ 
tion, which was about 51 million 
tonnes at the time of independence, 
rose to 178.5 million tonnes during 
1992-93 and is likely to be 210 mil¬ 
lion tonnes during the terminal year 
of the Eighth Plan. 

(d) Industrial Growth: In¬ 
dustrial sector has not only received 
adequate attention but has achieved 
outstanding success too. In a country 
like ours, where most of the manufac- 
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tured, gotxls were imported before 
independence, the growth of the in¬ 
dustries to the present stale cannot bo 
ignored. The average annual growtli 
rate of the industrial .sector remained 
around 6 per cent during the first 
three plans, slumped to around 4 per 
cent during the next ten years and has 
been over 6 per cent thereafter, except 
for the temporary setback received 
during the last three years. Eighth 
Plan aims at building up a sound 
foundation for industrial growth 
modernisation and productivity im¬ 
provements. 

(c) Large Base for Natural 
Resources: The base of natural 
resources has been widened consid¬ 
erably. To pursue the broad objec¬ 
tives of self-reliance in foixl and basic 
industries, large allocation of resour¬ 
ces has been made in strengthening 
the infra-.slructiire in the field of ir¬ 
rigation, energy and transport. 
During the eighties, due to ex¬ 
perience in pro|cct execution, the 
shortfalls in the plan targets in power, 
coal, railways, etc. were reduced 
sharply. Mort? efficient exploitation 
of natural resources has helped the 
indu.strial sector and infra-structure 
lo grow fast. 

(/) Structural Change: There 
has been a positive shift in the sec¬ 
toral composition of production, 
diversification of activities, advance¬ 
ment of technology and steady trans¬ 
formation of a coloni.il economy into 
a modern and toclinologically for¬ 
ward looking nation. The share of 
agriculture in the GDP, which was 
about 55 per cent during the First 
Plan, declined lo 32 per Cent at the 
end of Seventh Plan. On the other 
hand, the contribution of the 
manufacturing sector, which was 
about 12 per cent during the First 
Plan, increased to over 20 per cent. 
Growth of secondary and tertiary 
sectors, upto the end of (he seventh 
Plan, was quite encouraging and is 
likely to continue in years to come. 

<^) Scientific and Industrial Re¬ 
search: Creation of a good base for 
scientific and industrial research is 
also one of the major achievements of 
Indian economic planning. As a 
result, India has third largest scien¬ 
tific and technical workforce in the 


world. 

Grey Areas: The achievements 
of planning are undoubtedly out¬ 
standing in majority of tiie fields. 
However, the performance in some of 
the areas has been unsatisfactory. 
One of the areas is the control of 
population. The rate of growth of 
population has not been controlled. It 
was only during the 1981 census that 
for the first time after independence, 
the rate of growth of population 
showed marginal decline and the 
trend continu^ during 1991 census. 
But the population growth rate has 
continued to be over two per cent per 
annum, despite sizable allocations 
made in various Plans. Higher rate 
of population growth neutralises the 
por-capita rise in the growth rate of 
GDP, to the corresponding extent. 
Even other sfxio-economic indicators 
of economic development have not 
been vety impressive. The indicators 
like life expectancy, infant mortality 
rale, death rate, birth rate, literacy, 
fertility, per-capila consumption of 
foodgrain.s, etc. h.ive also not shown 
the desiivd results. 

Another important area in which 
the performance lias been below the 
expectations is the equitable distribu¬ 
tion of wealth. The incidence of 
poverty, which was alxiut 50 per cent 
at the outset of planning, came down 
marginally to 48 per cent at the end of 
the Fifth I’lan and is over 35 per cent 
at present. This dismal {Performance 
has bi’cn despite stiff do-ses of invest¬ 
ment in the areas of rural develojj- 
ment, employment generation and 
community development program¬ 
mes. Moreover, the number of un¬ 
employed people in the country is on 
the rise, despite tall claims by the 
Government. 

Conclusion 

OTWITl-lSTANDING the pit- 
falls, the achievements of India, 
during the planning period, cannot 
be overlooked. The recent policy of 
economic reforms and industrial 
liberalisation is likely to give further 
boost to the economy. If special atten¬ 
tion is paid to the areas of poor 
results, tne dawn of the next century 
may herald a new era of rapid 
development and growth in out 
country. 



VUVeK rCAIUKK 


GATT Agreement: A Ray of 
Hope for the World Economy 


On December 15, 1993 the world 
community witnessed the beginning of a 
new era of multilateral free-trade, xvhen 
the representatives of the 117-metnbcr 
GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade) approxx;d, by consensus, a 
world trade treaty that tvas envisaged by 
the Uruguay Round of negotiations, 
seven years ago. The treaty is termed as 
one of the greatest breakthrough. 

Tlu’. accord ms arrived at in Geneva. 
It aim at drastically boosting the xoorld 
trade and considerably enhance the per 
capita income of its members. The 
promise of the C-7 (Croup of Seven) 
countries, in their summit in Tohp, held 
in 1993, to conclude tlw GATT talks by 
the end of 1993, was also frlfilled. All 
speculations about the failure of the 
Uruguay negotiations xoere pul to rest 
when the chtef of the GATT, Mr Peter 
Sutherland, declared, "I gavel the 
Uruguay Round concluded" 

Historical background 


GATT organisation: An interna¬ 
tional organisation for GATT ishead- 
quatcred in Geneva. It has a 
Secretariat, a Council of Repre- 
scntative.s, an annual assembly, 
called the Sessions, and an interna¬ 
tional Trade Centre to provide infor¬ 
mation and advice on marketing. 

GATT includt's a long .schedule 
of specific tariff concessions for each 
contracting nation, representing 
tariff rates that each country has 
agreed to extend to others. It also sets 
forth a code of commercial policy. 


The code provides for unconditional 
Most-Favoured Nation (MFN) status, 
which guarantees to other GATT 
countries the extension of any tariff 
concessions granted to non-GATT 
countries. GATT also provides for the 
elimination of quotas and other trade 
restrictions, uniform customs regula¬ 
tions and the obligation of each con¬ 
tracting nation to negotiate for tariff 
cuts upcMi the request of another. How¬ 
ever, an escape clause allcnvs a member 
country to alter agreements if the 
domestic producers suffer excessive 
losses due to the trade concessions. 


The eight rounds of negotiations 
to free the international trade 


FIRST ROUND: Havana, 
I 1947. The 23 countries, that 
' founded GATT, exchanged tariff 
; cuts for 45,000 products worth $ 10 
' billion of trade on an annual basis. 


goods, worth $ 40 billion, by upto 
50 per cent. They also signed 
agreements on grains and chemi¬ 
cal products and a code on anti¬ 
dumping duties was formalised. 


GENERAL Agree¬ 
ment on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) is an 
organisation a.s well 
as a integrak*d set of 
bilateral tradi- 
agreements, aimed 
at the abolition of quotas and the 
reduction of tariff duties among the 
contracting nations. The first GAIT 
agreement was concluded by 23 
countries at Genova in 1947. At that 
time it was considered an interim ar¬ 
rangement, pending the formation of 
a IW agency to supersede it. When 
such an agency failed to emerge, 
GATT was further enlarged at several 
succeeding n^otiations (see box). It 
has since proved to be the most effec¬ 
tive instrument of world trade 
Ifoeralisation. 



V SECOND: Annecy (France), 

* 1949. Another ten countries joined 
1; and the customs duties were 

reduced for another 5000 items. 

i THIRD: Torquay (Britain), 

1951. The 38 members adopted 
X 8,700 tariff reductions. 

• FOURTH: Geneva. 1956. 26 
countries participated and decided 

^ to further cut duties for goods worth 
$ 2.5 billion of trade. 

I FIFTH: Geneva. 1960-62. A 

I new common external tariff of the 
I European Community was 
I negotiated. Customs duties were 
i cut on further 4,400 items. 

I SIXTH: Geneva, 1964-67. 

I Also known as the "Kennedy 
I Round". More than 50 counlnes, 
I accounting for 75 per cent of the 
■ world trade, cut tariffs for industrial 

fcts'fse'i 


SEVENTH: Tokyo. 1973-79. | 
This round was also known as the ! 
"Tokyo Round". It ended In I 
Geneva in 1979. The 99 par-1 
ticipants cut customs duties by 20-1 
30 per cent for goods with a traded | 
value of $ 300 billion. Improved I 
trading framework, codes covering | 
subsidies, technical carriers to I 
trade, public procurement and cus-1 
toms valuation rates were also | 
negotiated. | 

EIGHTH: The “Uruguay I 
Round” started in 1986 in Uruguay. I 
Originally 105 countries were in¬ 
volved. It ended in Geneva on 
December 15, 1993. It covers 
complex new areas such 
as agriculture and services, in¬ 
cluding banking, insurance and 
telecommunications. 
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In 1965 a historic principle was 
established, that developing 
countries should not be expected to 
offer reciprocity in negotiations with 
the developed countries. 

The Kennedy Round: The Ken¬ 
nedy Round and the Tokyo Round 
were two GATT sessions of historic 
importance. As the economic integra¬ 
tion of western Europe progressed, 
USA became concerned at the 
prospect of remaining outside. To 
counter this. President John F. Ken¬ 
nedy pursued the goal of an Atlantic 
partnership and secured special 
negbtiation powers under the Trade 
Expansion Act, 1962. The act 
authorised tariff reductions of upto 
50 per cent, subject to the reciprocal 
concessions from the Europeans. This 
led to the so-called Kotmedy Roimd 
of negotiations that were held in 
Geneva from May 1964 to June 1967. 
Thus, USA made a fundamental shift 
away from the traditional protec¬ 
tionist posture. 

The Kennedy Round con¬ 
centrated on four problems: (I) 
progressive reduction (upto 50 per 
cent) in the duties of ail but a few 
products, in place of the item-by-item 
bargaining that had prevailed earlier; 
(2) inclusion of agricultural as well as 
industrial products in the scope of the 
negotiations; (3) discussion of non¬ 
tariff obstacles, as well as of custom 
duties; and (4) non-reciprocity for 
economically less-developed 
countries. 

While the developing countries 
drew little immediate advantage 
from the Kennedy Round, they were 
able to obtain the addition of a new 
part, titled "Trade and 
Development", to the GATT charter. 

The Tokyo Round: The Tokyo 
round of negotiations opened in 
Tokyo on September 12, 1973. The 
meeting was attended by the repre¬ 
sentatives of 102 countries. The meet¬ 
ing closed on September 14, 1973 
with the adoption of what came to be 
known as the Tokyo Declaration. A 
large portion of the declaration was 
devoted to strengthening the 
negotiating position of the less 
developed countries. 

The principle of non-reciprocity 


in negotiatons between developed 
and the less developed countries, an 
established principle in GATT, was 
reaffirmed. The importance of main¬ 
taining and improving the 
Generalised System of Preferences 
(GSP), granted by the developed 
countries to the le.ss-developcd 
countries, was recognised. 

The Tokyo Declaration was fol¬ 
lowed by several years of negotia¬ 
tions that concluded in 1979 in 
Geneva. The highlight of the negotia¬ 
tions was a C^e on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Duties. This code 
listed a number of unacceptable sub¬ 
sidy practices and it introduced a n>- 
quirement that formal procedures be 
followed before the imposition of 
countervailing duties on imports 
subsidised by foreign nations. 

Tlie code was not signed by all 
members but it signalled a departure 
from the Most-Favoured-Nation 
(MFN) principle. Signatorie.s were 
not required to exleml the benefit of 
the code to GATT members who did 
not sign the code. 

Uruguay Round 

THE eighth round 
of negotiations 
began in Uruguay 
in 1986. One of the 
most complex 
negotiations were 
thrown open for dis¬ 
cussion and approval of the world 
community. Regarded as one of the 
most drastic and controversial step 
towards free world trade, the draft of 
the proposed treaty, popularly 
known as the "Dunkel Draft" after 
the name of the then Chief of the 
GATT, it raked-up very serious and 
absorbing discussions across the 
world. 

The broad objectives of the 
Dunkel Proposals were: to open up 
the world market, particularly the 
developing countries, to agriculture, 
manufactured goods and services; to 
reduce the existing tariffs by atleast 
one third; and to improve the prod uc- 
tivity in the industrial as well as the 
farming sector by making use of the 
on-going improvements in technol¬ 
ogy and seeds. 


The draft, initially termed as anti- 
Third World, coined some new terms 
by emphasising on the intellectual 
property rights. The draft proposals 
thus hinted that the majority of the 
member countries might have to 
amend their existing patent laws to 
bring them in tune with the 
proposals. 'I’rade Related Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS) aimed at 
payment of patents on new innova¬ 
tions in technology, machinery, 
chemicals, seeds, etc. In other words, 
TRIPS required that any country 
making use of a particular technol¬ 
ogy, drug, seeds or machinery, in¬ 
vented or developed in some other 
nation, will have to pay for the 
patent rights for a period of 20 
years. This, on the one hand was 
meant to ensure flow of advanced 
technology to all the countries, thus 
increasing the productivity in the 
farming and manufacturing .st'ctor, 
and on the other, also meant, in- 
crea.sed cost of production due to 
payment of patents. In addition, the 
Dunkel Proposals also required the 
member countries tc open up their 
economies to the services like bank¬ 
ing and insurance from other 
countries, to make this sector more 
competitive and efficient. General 
reduction in tariffs and the phased 
abolition of farm subsidies was yet 
another requirement. 

Apprehensions 

THE world com¬ 
munity, particularly 
the Third World was 
apprehensive that 
the proposals were 
drafted to serve the 
interests of the 
developed west, particularly the 
United States. The developing world 
also apprehended agitation from 
labour in the industrial sector as well 
as the farmers. As such, at one stage 
it appeared that the eighth round of 
GATT negotiations might not be ap¬ 
proved at all. 

But the fall of USSR, during late 
nineties, changed the entire world 
trade perspective. Communist world 
no longer offered an alternate and as¬ 
sured market to its trading partners. 
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Global recession over the last four 
years also forced the developing 
countries to re-orient their trade 
policies. At such a juncture, it would 
not have been pu.ssible for the 
developing world to pullout of an or¬ 
ganisation which represented about 
90 per cent of the world trade. To 
remain out of such a world trade 
body, which includes the entire 
developed world and the majority of 
the developing world, could not have 
served the interests of the poorer 
countries. Hence, all the member 
countries ratified the proposals after 
suggesting some changes suiting their 
local conditioasand requirements. Tlie 
only major obstacle in getting the 
proposals through was dithering on 
the part of Kuropcan Union (EU) 
countries, due to diffemnees on certain 
issues witli the USA. 

Historic Accord 

THE deck.s were 
cleared for adoption 
of the Uruguay 
proposals when the 
USA and HU 
reached an aicord 
and most of tiic ir¬ 
ritants were removed. Wiiile the USA 
.scored a major victory over Ihi? dis¬ 
pute with the r<!U about the Govern- 
inenl subsidies to the aircraft 
manufacturing Airbus Industry, it 
had to concede to the French demand 
of business with Hollywood, when 
the audio-visual sector was kept out 
of the purview of the new CATF ac* 
eord. liitriier, japan took a politically 
sensitive decision of opening its rice 
market to imports. As the talks 
progre.ssed, all other minor i.s.sues in¬ 
cluding the demand of concessions 
by Portugal in textile sector were 
ironi*d out. 

Tiie 500-page accoid will be for¬ 
mally approved and adopted in Mar- 
rakt'ch, Morocco, in April 1994 and 
will Come into' effect in 1995, after 
overcoming the legislative hurdles in 
all the member countries. 

It is expected that the accord will 
pave way for greater market access 
for all the member countries, by 
slashing the import duties on 


thousands of manufactured goods by 
an average of about 37 per cent. The 
tariffs will be reduced by a half in 
trade between EU and the USA. This 
is expected to revolutionise the world 
trade and may boost the global in¬ 
come by $ 200 billion to 300 billion a 
year—more than one per cent of the 


world GNP—for over ten years after 
1995. Official estimates are that the 
GNP in the USA will rise by $ 1 tril¬ 
lion in ten years and every US family 
will earn additional $ 1700 per year 
over the next decade. U is also ex¬ 
pected that the annual incomes in EU 
would rise by $ 61 billion, in the 


I Main Points 

I The Final Act Embodying the Results of the Umguay 

I 


Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations 


; Market access: Countries 
t have pledged to cut tariffs on in- 
t dustrial and farm goods by an 
^ average of about 37 per cent. The 
; US and EC agreed to trim tariffs 
between them by one half. 

Services: For the first time, 
I rules will govern an estimated $ 4 
billion in annual trade in services 
like banking, insurance and travel, 
i and mobility of labour. However, 
; only minimal market liberalisation 
; commitments were expected, partly 
because the US and EC could not 
iron out disagreements over audio¬ 
visual products like television 
' programmes and films, financial 
. services and shipping. 

The US reserves the right to 
’ deny other countries favourable ac- 
? cess to its lucrative financial ser¬ 
vices market but would hold off for 
, at least 18 months. The US has 
. threatened to challenge EC curbs 
on audio-visual goods. Nations 
i, could demand an exemption from 
; the obligation to offer MFN treat- 
i ment to service trade partners. 

Agriculture: For the first time, 
agriculture will be folded into the 
, GATT. The blueprint is the 1992 
' Blair House accord as amended 
I earlier in Brussels would have the 
I following consequences: 

I ■ It will convert all non-tariff bar- 
i riers like quotas into tariffs, which 
I would be reduced by 36 per cent for 
^ industrialised countries, and by 24 
I per cent for developing nations. 
< The cuts will be implemented over 
I six years for developed countries 
I and 10 years for developing na¬ 


tions. 

■ Countries with closed farm 
markets will have to import at least 
3 per cent of domestic consumption 
of the product, rising to 5 per cent 
over six years. Japan will import 4 
per cent of its rice, rising to 8 per 
cent. South Korea will import 1 per 
cent of its rice, rising to 2 per cent in 
1999. 

■ Trade-distorting support for 
farmers will be cut by 20 per cent 
over six years for developed na¬ 
tions, 13.3 per cent for the develop¬ 
ing world. 

■ The value of direct export sub¬ 
sidies will be cut by 36 per cent over 
six years, volume by 21 per cent. 
The base period is 1986-90, or 
1991-92, if exports were higher in 
that period. 

■ The poorest nations will be ex¬ 
empt from farm reforms. 

Textiles: Import quotas on 
textiles and clothing, in place under 
the Multi-Fibre Arrangement since 
1974, would be phased out over 10 
years. 

Anti-dumping: Rules on anti¬ 
dumping will be clarified. 
Washington largely won its battle 
with Japan over keeping tough US 
anti-dumping laws but the treaty 
would require automatic scrapping 
of sanctions after five years. 

IPRs: The treaty will toughen 
up protection for patents, 
copyrights, rights of performers and 
producers of sound recordings, 
trade-marks, and labels of origin. | 
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former Soviet Bloc by $ 37 billion, in 
Japan by $ 27 billion and in the Third 
World by $ 16 billion. 

In addition, for the first time, 
rides will govern an estimated $ 4 
billion in annual trade in services like 
banking, travel, insurance and 
mobility of labour. In the textile seo 
tor, the USA reluctantly agreed to 
phase out the import quotas on the 
Third World textiles and clothings, 
over 10 years rather than 15 years. In 
other words, import quotas on tex¬ 
tiles and clothings, placed under 
Multi-Fibre Arrangement since 1974, 
would be phased out over 10 years 
from 1995. 

In the Agricultural sector it was 
agreed to convert nil non-tariff bar¬ 
riers, like quotas, into tariffs which 
would be r^uced by 36 per cent for 
all developed countries and by 24 per 
cent for the developing countries. 
These cuts will be implemented over 
6 years for the industrialised 
countries and in 10 years for the 
Third World. The counlrits with the 
closed farm markets will have to im¬ 
port atleast 3 per cent of the domestic 
consumption, rising to 5 per cent 
over 6 years. Similarly, countries like 
Japan and Korea will have to open 
their markets for import of rice. In 
addition, farm subsidies will have to 
be slashed by 20 per cent in six years 
by the developed countries and by 
13.3 per cent by the developing 
world. On the same lines, export .sub¬ 
sidies to the farm sector will have to 
be cut by 36 per cent in six years. The 
poorest nations will, however, bo ex¬ 
empt from these farm reforms. 

US apprehensions in financial 
sector US Banks and financial hoiiS(*s 
fear that they will be left out if the 
United Slates opens its market to 
foreign competitors, without gaining 
equal concessions from other 
countries. 

Earlier, flw US had angered niany 
Asian nations by proposing a two-tier 
deal diat would offer aca’ss to its market, 
based on reciprocil access being griinted 
to IB Banks. Critics said tlwt tl\e US 
position undermijws GATFs principle 
of equal treatment for all. 

Later the US trade repre¬ 
sentative, Mr Micky Kan lor, said that 


the US had decided to play by GATT 
rules for the first six months of the 
new world trade deal, offering equal 
treatment to all GATT members. But, 
he said, the US would retain the op¬ 
tion to return to the two-tier ap¬ 
proach. Retaining access to the huge 
US financial sector would depend on 
reciprocal behaviour by other na¬ 
tions, notably Japan, he said. 

Indian Position 

IJKE most of the 
developing 
countries, India was 
also facing a dilem¬ 
ma, whether to ap¬ 
prove the proposals 
and face the wrath 
of angry farmers and the opposition, 
or to reject'and get isolated in the 
world trade. pApectedly, the country 
cho.se the ies.serevil. But before doing 
so, the matter was examined in detail 
by the Parliamentary Committee on 
Commerce, The Parliamentary Panel 
was of the view that the modem day 
world, where the countries were be¬ 
coming increasingly interdependent, 
multinational agreements like GATT', 
with the Most Fa\'oured Nation 
(MFN) status for all the participants, 
are decidediv advantageous as com¬ 
pared to the bilateral agreements. 
The Committee was also of the view 
that though the Dunkcl Propo.sals 
were not in the best interest of our 
country, remaining out of GATT 
would bo disastrous fora developing 
counliy like ours. 

The implications of TRIPScannot 
be correctly gauged at pivM'nt. But, 
Indian patent laws, which at present 
recognise the "Proce.s.s Patent", will 
have to be amended suitably to 
recognise the “Product Patent". 
Moreover, life of a patent as per exist¬ 
ing Indian law is five to sever, years. 
This will have to be extended to 20 
years. In case of any infringement of 
the patent laws, the onus of proof will 
be on the offender, as against the e.s- 
tablished practice. This will have the 
direct and inflationary impact on the 
prices of life .saving drugs used for 
curing cancer, AllB, heart disease, 
etc. Prices of other manufactured 



products, covered under ffte patent 
laws, may also face upward trend. 

In case of General Agreement cm 
Trade in Services (GATS), India's con¬ 
cern is in opening up the critical areas 
like banking, general and life in¬ 
surance and basic telecommunica¬ 
tions to the foreimers. According to 
the Commerce Ministry, it is not 
binding on any country to open up 
the service sector immediately. The 
Ministry also opined that a balanced 
and separate agreement on trade in 
services was essential before the 
liberalisation of the service sector in 
the developing countrie.s could take 
place. The apprehensions about un¬ 
restricted flow of foreign capital in 
the economy have also been clarified 
and the Union Commerce Minister, 
Mr Pranab Kumar Mukherjee, is of 
the view that tlie Government will 
retain its sovereign right to decide 
what type of foreign investment it 
wished to flow' into the country. 
Mcnce, under the Trade Related In¬ 
vestment Measures (TRIMS), certain 
conditioius w'ill be imposed upon the 
foreign companies for fulfilment of 
export obligations. The Government I 
may also outrightly reject any 1 
proptxsal for foreign investment. 

India's largest gain from the 
GATT agreement comes from the 
agreement on trade in services. The 
gains an* substantial and immediate. 

In the very first year of the services 
agreement coming into force, India 
can earn at IcJist $ 1.2 billion in remit¬ 
tance flow from export of skill-inten¬ 
sive services and this can be 
increased to a minimum of $ 5 billion 
a year in the next four years. 

The estimates are based on the 
market access offers on short-term 
movement of labour, made to India 
by the US, EEC and Canada. 

The other big gain to India will be 
the benefits accruing to the country 
from the multilateral trading system 
with provisions of Most-Favoured 
Nation (MFN), rule-based trade and 
transparency. G A'TT also provides for 
protection of a multilateral dispute 
settlement system against the 
unilateral trade action such as the one 
under Super 301 and Special 301 
the US law. 
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Public procurement, stock hold* 
ing and sale of agriculture produce 
and substdicss to the rural and urban 
poor have been exempted from all 
commitments. This will ensure that 
India's policies on food security and 
public distribution are not affected. 

Opposition opposes -the agree* 
ment: The opposition charged the 
government with surrendering 
India's sovereignity by agreeing to 
the GATT deal. The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BjP) cautioned that the Third 
World was once again under the 
threat of a new type of "colonial 
aggression". The BJP said that it had 
demanded a fair trade and not free 
trade, "but what we got instead are 
unfairest of trading arrangements, iii 
which rich countries have used their 
economic and political muscle to ride 
rough.shod over the interests of the 
poor countries. The agreement will 
keep the Indian consumer as well as 
the Indian producer perpetually at 
the receiving end of powerful multi¬ 
national corporations." 

The main grouse of the opposi¬ 
tion was that the government Itad ac¬ 
cepted the trade deal without seeking 
sufficient concessions for safeguard¬ 
ing the interests of the farmers. 

The Commerce Minister, Mr 
Prannb Mukherjee, dismissed the 
clrarge that India had surrendered its 
stivereignly by agreeing to the new 
trade deal. He said that in interna¬ 
tional negotiations each country had 
to make some concession (o gain ad¬ 
vantage in some other area. Even a 
mighty country like the USA had to 
agree to the demand of other nations 
regarding semi-conductors, he 
added. 

Replying to the criticism that 
India had capitulated during 
negotiations on textiles and other 
items, the Commerce Minister said 
that the government had no alterna¬ 
tive as it was dealing with "mighty 
nations" who accounted for 70 per 
cent of the country's external trade. 
India Was not a major player in the 
gidsal trade and hence its manoeuv¬ 
rability was limited to that extent. 
"Had we walked out of these 
negotiations and later sought 
bilateral agreements with developed 
countries, the task would have been 


much more difficult. One can get 
more concessions in a multilateral 
agreement ttian in a bilateral deal", 
he said. 

Mr Mukherjee said that although 
foreign goods would have easier ac¬ 
cess to the country's markets, follow¬ 
ing tfiis agreement, the inherent right 
of the country could make it reject 
proposals by entrepreneurs from 
abroad, for starting ventures in India, 
unless they were otherwise accept¬ 
able. India could even walk out of 
this deal with a six months' notice. 

In regard to the farm sector, he 
said that the scope for subsidies to 
farmer would be widened as a result 
of the new agreement. In any case the 
farm subsidy structure in India is 
well below the 10 per cent support 
level permitted by the GATT. 

In fact, agricultural produce of 
the country would have better 
markets abroad and the farmers 
might benefit more than it was 
realised now. Regarding seeds, the 
minister clarified that there would be 
no check on their multiplication or 
exchange, but commercial sale would 
be prohibited. 

About drug prices, Mr Mukher¬ 
jee clarified that eighty per cent of 
medicines sold in the market were 
not covered by any patents. How¬ 
ever, 15 to 20 per cent drugs were 

? atented and likely to be affected. 

he new GATE would be imple¬ 
mented from March 1995 and the 
prices of patented drugs could ap¬ 
preciate then. The government 
would re.sort to licensing and other 
ixMnedies to ensure that effects of the 
increase in prices were mitigated as 
far as pi^sibie, he said. 

Multi-fibre Arrangement 

THE GATT agree¬ 
ment.seeks to phase¬ 
out the Multi-fibre 
A rr angement 
(MFA) in ten years 
lime, starting 1995. 
MFA restricts most 
Third-World exports of textiles and 
clothing to the industrialised nations. 
The USA had earlier wanted to 
phase-out MFA in 15 years but it did 
not get any support from any of its 


trading partners. 

Meanwhile the GATT textile 
committee extended the MPA for 
another year, to the end of 1994, as 
the new GATT agreement is not 
going to become effective before 
January 1995. 

The US agreed to phasing out of 
MFA in 10-year period on assurance 
from India and Pakistan that they 
wi li open their markets to US exports.' 

Under the new GATT agreement, 
trade in textiles will be done under a 
framework of GATT rules based on 
tariffs. 

Conclusion 

THE recommenda¬ 
tions will be put to 
the ministers of the 
member countries 
on April 12-15,1994, 
to sign the Round 
accords. It is ex¬ 
pected that die link between trade 
and the environment will feature 
strongly. Big differences remain be¬ 
tween the rich nations and the poor 
countries in this regard. The Third 
World fears that environmental con¬ 
cerns will be used as a pretext for 
trade protection. 

There can be a doubt on 
whether the estimated levels of ad¬ 
ditional incomes will be generated, 
atieast in the Third World. As on 
today, it is felt that the USA and the 
European countries will benefit the 
most. They have not only protected 
their common interests, but have 
also looked after the particular and 
specific requests of the developed 
countries. 

Not all genuine problems of the 
developing world have been heard. 
For example, the five-point amend¬ 
ment sought by India, on integrating 
the world trade in textiles, was 
rejected, obviously to serve ttie inter¬ 
ests of USA. 

The success of Uruguay Round 
has raised hopes of higher employ¬ 
ment, more investment and more 
trade. How far diis succeeds will be 
seen in due course of time. However, 
no quick miracles should be ex¬ 
pected^ 
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IAS MAINS SPEOAL 


General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. What weie the main features of tiie Govt of 
India Act of 1935? Why is this Act called ttie basis of 
Indian Constitution? 

Ans. After the Government of India Act of 1919 failed 
to fulfil the aspirations of Indian people, British Govern¬ 
ment could realise the simmering discontentment among 
them. To satisfy the Indian public as well as to nullify the 
rising momentum of the National Movement, the British 
Government introduced the Government of India Act of 
1935. Main features of the Act were as under: 

' (fl) The Act provided for an All-India Federation of the 
Provinces of British India and the Princely States. Whereas 
it was mandatory on part of the Provinces of the British 
India to join the Federation, it was optional for the Prince¬ 
ly States to become a part of it. But the Federation, as 
envisaged by the Act never came into being during the 
British Rule. 

(ft) The Act provided for bicameral Legislature at the 
Centre, consisting of the Federal Assembly and the Coun¬ 
cil of States. The States were to be given disproportionate 
weightage and the representatives to the Council of States 
were not to be directly elected by the people but to be 
appointed by the rulo^/Govemors of theStates. For elect¬ 
ing the representative to the Federal Assembly, only 14 per 
cent people of the country were given the right to vote. 

(c) The principle of Dyarchy was adopted at the 
Centre and the executive authority was vested in the 
Governor General, whose functions/powers were 
divided into two groups of subjects namely "Reserved" 
and 'Transferred". In administering the Reserved sub¬ 
jects like Defence, External Affairs, Tribal Development 
etc, the Governor General was to be guided by the 
"Counsellors" (advisors) appointed by him, who were 
not to be responsible to the legislature. On tlie Transferred 
subjects the Governor Generd was to act on the advice of 
the Council of Ministers who were to be responsible to the 
legislature. But on the Transferred subjects too, the Gover¬ 
nors General could act' contrary to the advice of the Coun¬ 
cil of Ministers. But this provision of the Act also could not 
be implemented and llie Executive Council provided by 
the Act of 1919 continued to advise the Governor General 
upto the independence. 

(d) The Act sought to distribute the legislative powers 
between the Centre and the States. Federal Legislature 
could legislate on the matters included in the Federal List 
including External Affairs, Currency, Defence, Census etc. 
The second list was the Provincial List which included the 
subjects like Police, Provincial Public Service, Education 
etc and the Provincial Governments had the exclusive 
jurisdiction to legislate on these subjects. There were cer¬ 
tain other matters like Criminal Law, Civil Procedure, 
Marriages, Arbitration etc on which both the Federal 
Goverrunent as well as Provincial Governments could 
legislate. However, in case of emergency, the Federal 


Govemmatt could frame laws on dte subjects included in 
the I^vincial List. 

A close lode at the main provisiems of the Government 
of India Act of 1935 would reveal that the provisions of 
this Act, though could not be implemented mlly, became 
the very basis of our Constitution. The Federal System 
with bicameral legislature at the Centre has been retained 
and even the character of the Council of States were not 
altered considerably while designing the Rajya Sabha in 
the Constitution. The option given to the Princciv States 
to join the Indian Federation was slightly altered by the 
Indian Independence Act of 1947 and option was given to 
the Princely States to either join Indian Union or Pakistan. 
The basic structure of distribution of powers was also 
retained with marginal modification in distribution of 
subjects and allocation of residuary powers, which were 
neither with the Federal Government nor with the Provin¬ 
ces under the provisions of the Act of 1935, but now have 
been vested in the Union Government. However, the con¬ 
cept of Dyarchy has been replaced completely with the 
principle of collective re.sponsibility. There i.s, therefore, 
no exaggeration to say that tine provisions of the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act of 1935 became the basis to evolve the 
basic philosophy behind the formation of Indian Con¬ 
stitution. 

Q. 2. Discuss the achievements of the Seventh Five 
Year Plan in the field of Research and Development in 
Atomic Energy. Also discuss the emphasis in this field 
during the Eighth Five Year Plan. 

Ans. India has made enormous strides in the Research 
and Development (R & D) in the field of Atomic Energy. 
Special achievements were recorded during the Seventh 
Five Year Plan. R & D activities covered the entire cycle of 
exploration, extraction, purification and conversion of 
nuclear materials, production of fuel for nuclear reactors, 
designing and fabrication of power reactors, production 
of heavy water, safety instrumentation and reprocessing 
of the used fuel. Eighth Plan document enumerates the 
achievements in this field during the previous plan in¬ 
cluding the operation of 100 MW Dhruv Research Reactor 
at full capacity from January 1988, commissioning of 14 
MV Pelletron accelerator, commissioning of Fast Breeder 
Test Reactor (FBTR) and the development work on the 
advanced laser systems and the synchrotron radiation 
light source. In addition, the neutron source reactor 
KAMINI at Kalpakkam was commissioned and zero ener¬ 
gy reactor PURNIMA-llI at Trombay became critical in 
1991. 

In addition to the above mentioned specific achieve¬ 
ments in the field of atomic research, there were several 
other achievements of general nature in this field. It in¬ 
cluded wide-ranging applications of radio-isotopes in 
medicine, industry and agriculture. In addition, develop¬ 
ment of neutron activation analysis for crime detection. 


S42 MARCH'94 COMPETITION MASTER 


development of beryllium technology for space applica¬ 
tions, aesign of control systems for antennas etc are cer¬ 
tain other areas in which R & D work got considerd}le 
impetus. 

Eighth Five Year Plan envisages to augment the exist¬ 
ing efmrt in R & D work in the fidd of Atomic Enei^. For 
example in the VariaUe Enei^ Cyclotron Centre, Calcut¬ 
ta, a project on super-conducting Cyclotron will be taken- 
up. SinUlarly, at the Centre for Advanced Technology 
(CAT), Indore, major programmes would be focussed in 
Synchrotron Radiation Utilisation, insertion devices, 
development of accelerators for industrial applications 
and feasibility study of an advanced accelerator facility 
for research in nuclear physics. At the Indira Gandhi 
Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR), Kalpakkam, train¬ 
ing simulators are to be developed for FBiR. In addition 
mass transfer in plutonium systems would be studied and 
a facility will be established in which scaied-up equip¬ 
ment required for FBTR can be developed and tested. 

In the field of medicine, major activity at Tata 
Memorial Centre would relate to setting up of an Ad¬ 
vanced Centre for Training, Research and location in 
Cancer detection in New ^rnbay. In addition, two new 
rural cancer centres have also been proposed to be set-up. 
At the Tata Institute for Fundamental Research, a second 
beam hall alongwith certain common facilities will be set 
up for users, such as detectors, data acquisition systems, 
.scattering chambers, etc. 

In addition to the above. Eighth Plan Document also 
mentions that three new national programmes in Neutron 
Beam, High Energy Physics and Lasers will be initiated. 
In the field of atomic minerals, major R & D projects will 
includegeo-chemical survey.s and exploration, augmenta¬ 
tion of geo-chronological facilities, application of remote 
sensing techniques and more experiments in airborne sur¬ 
veys. h^jor thrust will also be given to augmentation of 
water chemistry re.search for nuclear energy programme, 
development of decontamination formulatiorts for the 
Primary Heat Transport (PHT) systems and for the Pre.s- 
surized Heavy Water Reactor Systems. In other words, 
R & D work in the field of Atomic Energy would strictly 
conform to the national policy of its use for peaceful 
purposes and the objectives of the Eighth Plan, if 
achieved, would result in enhanced use of atomic energy 
in the fields of power generation, agricultum, industry' 
and medical science. 

Q. 3. Enumerate and explain the Fundamental 
Duties as enshrined in our Constitution. Also distin¬ 
guish between the Fundamental Rights and Fundamen¬ 
tal Duties. 

Ans. Inserted in the Constitution by the 42nd Amend¬ 
ment Act of 1576, Fundamental Duties are provided in 
Article 51A of the Indian Constitution. There are ten Fun¬ 
damental Duties as under; 

(a) To abide by the Constitution and respect the natioruil 
flag and the national anthem; 

(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideas which in.spi red 
our national struggle for freedom; 

(c) To protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of 
India; 


(d) To defend the country; 

(e) To promote the spirit of common brotherhood 
amongst all the people of the country; 

(f) To preserve the rich heritage of rich composite cul¬ 
ture of India; 

(g) To protect and improve the natural environment; 

(It) To develop the scientific temper and spirit of inquiry; 
(i) To safeguard the public property; 

(/) To strive towards excellence in all spheres of in¬ 
dividual and collective activity. 

Till 1976, there were no Fundamental Duties in our 
Constitution. However, Fundamental Rights were part of 
the original Constitution. Centre-stone of any democratic 
constitution, the Fundamental Rights truly translate the 
preamble of the Constitution into a practical reality. It 
should, however, be understood that the Fundamental 
Duties do not enjoy the same strong petition as «tjoyed 
by the Fundamental Rights. There is no provision in the 
Constitution to enforce the Fundamental Duties, but the 
Fundamental Rights can be enforced. These rights, aptly 
referred to as the "soul of our constitutions" by Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar, can be enforced by way of a declaratory suit 
under the ordinary law or by filing an application under 
Article 226. Article 32 of the Constitution also provides 
constitutional remedy and the right to bring such 
proceedings before the Supreme Court itself is a Fun¬ 
damental Right. The Supreme Court may issue directions, 
orders or writs, including the writs of mandamus, habeas 
corpus, prohibition, quo-warranto and certiorary for «i- 
forcement of any Fundamental Right The Supreme Court 
thus acts as a protector of Fundamental Rights, but such a 
remedy is not provided for in the enforcement of Fun¬ 
damental Duties. Similarly, there is inherent power witii 
the Supreme Court to order sanctions in case of any infr¬ 
ingement of Fundamental Rights, but not in case of viola¬ 
tion of Fundamental Duties. 

However, in a case titled as Ramsharan Vs Union of 
India in 1989 the Supreme Court has held that in deter¬ 
mining the constitutional validity of any law relating to 
the Fundamental Duties, such law may be considered 
reasonable, if it is also related to Article 14 or 19 of the 
Constitution. Fundamental Duties can be termed as a 
coastitutional caution to reckless and anti-social elements 
against undesirable activities like burning tiie Constitu¬ 
tion, National Flag or destroying the public property, etc. 
The apex court has also held that the Duties, which are 
obligatory for the citizens should also be a goal to be 
achieved by the State. Just like the Directive Principles of 
State Policy, which cannot be enforced by law, but have 
assumed an important place in the government policy, the 
Fundamental Duties may also come forward to the 
limelight from the existing state of dormant oblivion. 
Judgements of the Supreme Court may, in the years to 
come, correctly interpret and determine the correct 
place of Fundamental Duties in Indian polity. As it 
stands today, these Duties are nothing more than pious 
platitudes and expectations from the citizens. Without 
any provision for their enforcement, if may not be ap¬ 
propriate to call these duties "fundamental" in true 
sense of the term. 
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CAREER 


Preparing for Prelims 
(Civil Services) 


One of the most coveted and 
sought after service in the Govern¬ 
ment sector. Civil Services offers one 
of ,the most challenging and blight 
career to the young and energetic 
candidates. The process of recruit¬ 
ment to the Civil Services usually 
commences by the end of December 
or beginning of January every year. 
The advertisement for the prelimi¬ 
nary examination appears at around 
this time in all the leading news¬ 
papers as well as the concerned 
Employment News. 1994 prelims 
will be held on the second Sunday of 
June which will fall on June 12,1994. 

First Hurdle 

The first hurdle in recruitment 
for the Civil Services is in the form of 
preliminary examination. Prelims are 
conducted to short list the genuinely 
serious candidates for the main ex¬ 
amination. Tliis screening test was in¬ 
troduced to tackle the problem of 
evaluating the answer sheets of lakhs 
of candidates manually, knowing 
fully well that more than half were 
not really serious. 

This examination is conducted as 
an objective type (Multiple Choice 
answers) examination in which a 
candidate is required to appear in 
two papers. First paper is General 
Studies and is compulsory in nature 
and carries a maximum of 150 marks. 
Second paper is optional and the can¬ 
didates are required to opt for one 
subject out of a long list of optional 
subjects, which includes Agriculture, 
Animal Husbandry & Veternary 
Science, Botany, Chemistry, Civil En¬ 
gineering, Commerce, Economics, 
Electrical Engineering, Geography, 
Geology, Indian History, Law, Math¬ 
ematics, Mechanical Engineering, 
Philosophy, Physics, Political 


Science, Psychology, Public Ad¬ 
ministration, Sociology, Statistics and 
Zoology. Syllabi for all the subjects 
arc given in the detailed advertise¬ 
ment which appears in the Employ¬ 
ment News. Syllabus for each subject 
is equivalent to that of the degree 
level examination. This paper carries 
a maximum of 300 marks and the ex¬ 
amination's a whole has a maximum 
of 450 marks (300 for optional and 
150 for Genera! Studies). Normally 
around 10,000 candidates are 
declared successful who then take die 
main examination later in October. 

General Studies Paper 

The compulsory paper on 
general studies requires special 
preparations. It contains questions on 
Indian Polity, Indian Economy, 
Economic Geography, General 
Science, Sports, Indian History, In¬ 
dian National Movement, Current 
Events of National and International 
importance and certain questions on 
mental ability. In other words the 
paper covers the matters of day to 
day observation in General Science, 
broad understanding of social, politi¬ 
cal and economic aspects of Indian 
History, Questions on Physical, So¬ 
cial and Economic Get^raphy with 
special emphasis on Indian agricul¬ 
ture and natural resources. Questions 
on the National Movement are about 
the nature, character and develop¬ 
ment of the Movement and the 
growth of nationalism. Similarly the 
questions on Indian Polity cover the 
areas of Indian Political System, 
Panchayats, Community Develop¬ 
ment, etc. whereas the questions on 
Indian Economy pertain to Planning 
in India. 

The syllabus for the compulsory 
paper (GS) is very vast and requires 


detailed ip depth study on all the 
above aspects. To be able to answer 
the questions, the candidates must be 
fully prepared. This is possible by 
constant hard work, balanced selec¬ 
tion of books and magazines and 
good time planning and manage¬ 
ment. Immediately after filling up the 
examination form in Decem¬ 
ber/January, the candidates must 
start preparations with full vigour. 
They get atleast five clear months to 
prepare and if this time is optimally 
utilised there is no reason why one 
should not qualify the prelims. 

To start preparations in the right 
earnest, good introductory books on 
Indian Constitution, Indian 
Economy and Indian History (in¬ 
cluding National Movement) is a 
must. These books must be supple¬ 
mented by a good year book 
(preferably the one published by the 
Ministry of Information and Broad¬ 
casting), latest plan document, latest 
pre-budget survey (published by the 
Publications Division every year in 
Jan/Feb) and a g(X)d book of Geog¬ 
raphy. In addition a good basic book 
on General Knowledge like "General 
Knowledge Refresher" by O.P. Khan- 
na (Khanna Brothers Publishers, 
Chandigarh) is a pre-requisite to get 
an overall view of General Studies in 
a nutshell. The Competition Master is 
an indispensable partner and copies 
of at least one year prior to the ex¬ 
amination must be consulted. In 
other words, even those candidates 
who plan to take this examinahon 
next year must start reading this 
magazine regularly. Rich iruiterial in 
it w ill assist the candidates to prepare 
thoroughly on almost all important 
aspects of General Studies. The 
magazine also provides model/test 


444 MARCH '94 COMPETITION MASTER 



papers as well as solved papers of 
previous year's examination to 
enable the fresh candidates to get a 
feel of the type of questions that are 
asked. Choice of a good national as 
well as r^onal newspaper cannot be 
overlooked. 

In-depth studies in GS must fol¬ 
low by a good amount of practice to 
ensure that the entire paper is com¬ 
pleted within the permissible time. 
This needs adequate practice to 
answer questions on all important 
aspects. It is, therefore, advisable to 
get hold of previous years' papers. 
I This will not only give an idea of the 
i type of questions that are asked but 
! will also add to the self<onfidencc of 
. the candidates. 


I 


While practising to attempt 
model/test question papers, en¬ 
deavour should be to attempt all the 
questions on mental ability first 
which are usually at the end of the 
paper and their number may vary 
from 8 to 15. This is because a can¬ 
didate can hope to gel all these ques- 
tioas correct. Candidates must also 
practise to attempt those questions 
which are known to them beyond 
any doubt. Questions with doubtful 
answers should be skipped in the 
first round. Such questions must Ik* 
attempted in the second round. 
Questions which aa* not knowm to 
the candidates should be attempted 
by adopting the process of elimina¬ 
tion. It is the method by which some 
of the given choices can straightaway 
be rul^ out by the candidates as in¬ 
correct. Careful reading of the ques¬ 
tion may render yet another choice to 
be incorrect, and the left over choice 
can be marked as the correct one. 
Hence, without even knowing the 
answer, the candidates may correctly 
attempt some of the questions. This 
methc^, however, needs a lot of prac¬ 
tice to be more useful and effective. 

The Optional 

Choice of an appropriate option¬ 
al subject is of paramount impor¬ 
tance. General studies paper is 
important but the optional subject 
which carries more marks is also im¬ 
portant in its own way. Firstly maxi¬ 


mum marks that it carries are just tions are engaged in the business of 

double the marks of the General offering coaching facilities at quite 

Studies paper. Secondly, the optional high rates. There are diverse views on 

opted and prepared for the prelims whether or not a candidate should 

will also enable the candidates to opt for coaching fecilities, when most 

adequately prepare for one of the op- of such organisations/institutions 

tionals for the main examination, promise success to the candidates. 

Hence choice of the c^tional becomes Coaching is advantageous only if it is 

very crucial. It depends on many fac- taken from an mstitute/organisation 

tors. Firstly, it must be chosen with an of repute. Moreover, coaching may be 

eye over the main examination and it opted by the candidates who are 

must be ensured that one of the two taking the examination for the first 

optionals that a candidate plans to time and due to lack of proper 

opt for the main examination must be guidance, are not very confident of 

chosen as a subject for the themselves. Coaching, however, has 

preliminaries. Secondly, the optional a big disadvantage. The candidates 

must not be a new subject for the have to read whatever they are asked 

candidate. Any major subject offered to, irrespective of their state of 

by the candidate in his/her gradua- preparedness in a particular field, 

tion or post-graduation must be Due to large number of candidates, 

chosen. Availability of good study the coaching organisations cannot 

material, coaching and books are yet pay personal attention of the can- 

other factors influencing this didates according to their personal 

decision. needs. 


Once a candidate decides about 
the optional subject, the next stage is 
thorough preparations by putting in 
the hard work in the said subject. As 
stated earlier, constant practice as 
well as solving of Uie previous ques¬ 
tion papers is very useful. 

Coaching Vs Self-Study 

A lot of organisations/institu- 


Ctxiching or no coaching, one 
thing is certain. It is the hard work 
of the candidate which has a direct 
bearing on his/her result A can¬ 
didate who wisely chooses a good 
optional, reads good books and 
magazines and has a will to suc¬ 
ceed, can hope to cross this hurdle 
to the careers in civil services. 


Tips 

Although there i.s no shprl-cul to success, the following Ups may assist 
the fresh candidate's to do well. 

—Select die optional subject carefully. 

—Plan your studies properly, witlr due regard to own strengths and 
weaknesses in both the subjects. 

—^Study gCK>d books, material, magazines and newspapers. 

—Study as much as you can. This will add to your confidence. 

—Study of 10 to 12 hours every day is recommended. 

—Do consult the previous papers, if available. 

—Consult the candidates who recently qualified this examination. 

—Practise regularly in solving the c^jective type questions in GS as well 
as optional. 

—Attempt those questions first about which you are sure. 

—Do not get trapped by unscrupulous coaching institutes. 

The above tips, adhered to by a candidate with positive frame of mind, 
may help a candidate to do well in tiris examination. After having filled 
the form, no time must be wasted and the entire period of 5 montlis must 
be utilised. Chances of selection to the Civil Services suddenly become 
bright once a candidate qualifies this part 
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ESSAY 


Ti^e Unions 

Their Achievements and Limitations 


W ITH the advent of the Industrial 
Revolution in Europe and its 
subsequent march towards the rest of 
the world, industrial relations be¬ 
tween the managements and workers 
have undei^one metamorphosis. In 
early years the work force was an 
unorganised horde of rural people, 
coming to the upcoming industrial 
estates. The workers worked under 
inhuman conditions and subsisted 
on the terms dictated by their 
masters. But with the passage of time, 
the heterogeneous groups organised 
themselves into unions and thus 
began the saga of Trade Unions, their 
struggles, success and set-backs, oc¬ 
casionally bringing into focus their 
strength and weaknesses, achieve¬ 
ments and limitations. Tlie success of 
the Bolshevik Revolution, in the 
erstwhile Soviet Union in 1917, 
brought to the Trade Union their 
much-needed recognition and re¬ 
spectability and proved the voracity 
of the saying: 'Union is strength'. 

We can count on our finger tips 
the achievements of Trade Unions, 
the foremrat of which is the bringing 
of workers under one flag and thus 
pooling their scattered energies into a 
unified force and enhance their bar¬ 
gaining power with the management 
or the government. As individuals 
workers they have their latent poten¬ 
tial but as members of a Trade Union 
they become an identity to reckon 
with. Under the patronage of a Trade 
Union, workers can fight for their 
rights from a position of strength and 
confidence and refuse to be bullied 
by their employers. 

Like scattered sticks, workers in 
an unorganised state lack cohesion 
and collective action. But when 
brought oh one platform, by the 
Trade Union, they find their voice 
heard and their genuine grievances 
looked into. Again it goes to the 


credit of Trade Unions that they pick 
up cudgels on behalf of workers and 
lead their struggle to its logical end. 
They ensure that due benefits are 
given to the workers in case of some 
mishap or lock-out period. It is due to 
the vigilance of Trade Unions that 
labour laws passed by the 
Central/State governments are im¬ 
plemented. 

Trade Unions stand like a colo.s- 
sal against the money and mafia 
power of some unscrupulous 
managements and save the working 
classes from exploitation of all types 
and denial of their si'rvicc rights, 
both during service as well as after 
retirement or termination of service. 
They also see to it that basic facilities 
like medical care, transport, housing, 
etc. are provided to the workers, as 
far as possible, and in big industrial 
houses, the education of children, 
loans to the workers, etc. are also 
taken care of. 

However, with the passage of 
time. Trade Unions have become 
more and more politicised and the 
vested interests have started using 
the workers as pawns in their game 
of acquiring political power at all 
costs. Today, many Trade Unions 
have lost their earlier moral shine. A 
large section of the established Trade 
Union leaders has become corrupt 
and instead of being constructive the 
Trade Union activities arc becoming 
more and more destructive. This is 
neither in the interest of the workers, 
nor the management and nor the 
country. 

Unlike in other industrialised 
countries. Trade Unions in India 
work on a single-track approach. 
They seldom lay emphasis on 
productivity and work culture. As a 
result a large number of man-days 


are lost annually. Another limita¬ 
tion they suffer from is the ideologi¬ 
cal mind set in which they perceive 
all socio-economic problems con¬ 
fronting the country. They tend to 
look at the changing economic 
scenario like liberalisation, free 
market, el al through the coloured 
glasses of their political ideology, 
which no longer holds good as far 
as the compulsions of ground 
realities are concerned. 

In the face of impending uncer¬ 
tainties, about to emerge as a con- 
.sequence of the introduction of 
such changes as 'Exit-policy', 
‘Golden Hand-shake', 'Voluntary 
Retirement', 'Privatisation of Public 
Sector Units', 'withdrawal of 
subsidies', etc.. Trade Unions may 
not be able to hold the government 
from falling in line with the New 
Economic order, however harmful 
the effects of such moves may be for 
the working classes. 

Trade Unioiu: also Io.se much of 
their effectiveness when more than 
one Union is hirmed in an estab¬ 
lishment. Due to their mutual dis¬ 
trust, political ambitions and 
rivalries, they waste their powers in 
acrimony and intrigues. As far as the 
formulation of new economic 
policies and annual budget are con¬ 
cerned, Trade Unions are consulted 
but their role in changing the think¬ 
ing of 'powers-that-be' is limited— 
rather cosmetic only. 

After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and disintegration of the East¬ 
ern Bloc, the clout, that Trade Unions 
used to wield, has considerably 
eroded. In most European countries, 
as also in the United States, Trade 
Unions arc getting marginalised in 
view of the pressures and constraints 
of global economy. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Providing houses to the 
poor 

Q. Government should spend 
more money in providing houses to 
the poor. Give two arguments in 
favour and two arguments against 
the above statement in about 100 
words. Substantiate your arguments 
with appropriate examples. 

I Arguments in favour of the 
: statement 

1. The ends of social justice 
I demand that the three basic needs of 
i the people—especially the most poor 
I and down-trodden—for food, cloth- 
i mg and housing must get priority 

over all other considerations. When 
millions and millions are spending 
the best, rather the worst part of their 
lives on pavements, railway plat¬ 
forms, waste-lands and what not, any 
glib talk of progress is meaningless. 
By providing houses to the poor, the 
'powers-that-be' would only be 
taking the 'wind out of sails' because 
the underdogs are not in a mood to 
put up with their sub-human exist¬ 
ence any longer. The writing on the 
wall is too candid to be ignored atour 
own peril. 

2. It is a matter of shock and 
shame that even after more than four 
decades of independence, the dream 
of having a "roof over head" has 
remained a mirage for countless 
people living in rural as well as urban 
India. No alibi or gimmickcry is 
going to hoodwink now, as far as the 
burning issue of providing houses to 
the poor is concerned. Asking for a 
house is not asking fcH* the moon. If 
there is a will on the part of the 
government, the funds can be found 
out It is both a moral as well as the 
constitutional duty of the govern¬ 
ment to give houses to the poor. Even 
if it has to divert funds from other 
projects or programme, it should not 
hesitate in doing so, because provid¬ 


ing houses to the poor is an acid test 
of promise and performance of any 
government in a Welfare State. 

Arguments against the statement 

1. 'Easier said than done' is the 
tragedy of Indian situation where 
demagogues make all sorts of pom¬ 
pous promises to the people and with 
equal vehemence make suggestions 
to the goverrunent, but habitually 
ignore the ground realities. No 
government is a miracle-maker; nor 
can it produce houses for the poor 
simply by rubbing the legendary 
Alladin's lamp. Any talk of provid¬ 
ing houses to the poor is a tall order 
indeed. All those who are advocat¬ 
ing such a cause art' simply indulg¬ 
ing in populism. When other 
problems like universal elemen- 
tary/primary education, medical 
facilities to all, removal of un¬ 
employment and the like are the 
crying needs of the hour, no respon¬ 
sible government can divert funds 
to achieving utopian ideals like 
providing houses to the poor. 

2. With financial constraints on 
the one hand and World Bank/IMF 
conditionalities on the other, the 
hands of the government are tied 
and it can no longer resort to gim- 
mick.s and populist postures. We 
have had enough of such irre.spon- 
sible talk in the past. If at all money 
is to be spent, it should be done in 
such a manner that the economy 
gets a push and more and more 
people get employment oppor¬ 
tunities. Once the national economy 
picks up momentum, and the per 
capita income increases substantial¬ 
ly, money would start flowing into 
the 'housing sector' as well and 
there would be no need for the 
government to make sub-stand¬ 
ard houses for the poor and thus 
become a target of criticism. 


Children and Computer 
education 

Q. Some people feel that 
children should be taught the basics 
of Computer while still in school. 
Explain your own views on this 
proposition in about 100 words 
giving examples from your ex¬ 
perience, knowledge and reading. 

Ans. Today we are living in an 
age dominated by computers and 
that day is not far off when robots 
and such other devices, controlled 
and worked by computers, 
thousands of miles away from the 
scene of action, may determine the 
tone, tenor and temper of our day-to- 
day life. Lest we are taken by suqprise 
and possibly by shock, it is high time 
we realised the key role that com¬ 
puters are going to play in 
everybody's life in the not very dis¬ 
tant future, in order to make the best 
of the prevailing situation and sig¬ 
nals, we must introduce computer 
education/training in schools. Need¬ 
less to emphasise that children at the 
school level are prepared to learn 
anything new and exciting provided 
the instructions so imparted are easy 
to uriderstand and learn. Since die 
contours and parameters of life in fu¬ 
ture are going to be governed by the 
dictates of computers, it is highly 
desirable to teach children the basics 
of computers as it is being done in 
most advanced countries. Even in 
India, such teaching in elementary 
computer science is a part of school 
curriculum in quite a few schools in 
urban areas. 

Experience in the advanced 
countries has shown that once the 
children are introduced to the magic 
world of computers, much of their 
aversion to learning disappears. 
Moreover, by teaching the basics of 
computers to children in schools, we 
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can enable tihem tomovewith the spirit 
and speed of times and get themselves 
ready to adjust with future require¬ 
ments. "The future belongs to 
computers" is not on exaggeration of 
admission of what we foresee now, but 
a fact of life. Computers are going to 
play a pivotel role. Since children of 
today will be the citizens of tomorrow, 
it is in ttwir interest as well as in the 
intoest of the country that they are 
made familiar with die elements of 
computers, early in life. 

Bringing down crime-rate 
in big citiea 

Q. Suggest at least three effec¬ 
tive measures to bring down the 
crime-rate in big cities. Explain how 
the measures suggested by you 
woul d be effective. 

Ans. It is a strange coincidence 
that as civilisation advances, com¬ 
forts are augmented and crimes find 
strange be dfell ows among the af¬ 
fluents as well as among the power- 
brokers. Some areas in big cities have 
come to acquire the dubious distinc¬ 
tion of 'crime dens', wfiere criminals 
of all hues rul e the ro ost and any talk 
of law and order evofces only derisive 
laughter. In some cases the nexus be¬ 
tween the criminals and the police if 
not overt, is at least quite ominous. 
The connotation of crime has under¬ 
gone a sea-change. From petty pilfer¬ 
ing, steajfin^, pick-pocketing, the 
motive and methodology of crime 
have become mi nd-bogg ling. Cold¬ 
blooded murders, kidnappings, ex¬ 
tortions, bride-beating/burning are 
some of the gory crimes tliat have 
come to pass as routine happenings. 
Why have our big-cities become so 
insensitive to human suffering? Can 
wc still halt the ascending graph of 
crime in our meg.i-towns? Yes, we 
can, if the following corrective and 
effective measures are taken in the 
right earnest. 

1. First of all, the nexus between 
the criminals and tlw politicians will 
have to be broken with an iron hand. 
There is no denyin g the fact that the 
goons of ifie under-world arc hand in 
glo^ with the wielders of political 
power and such an unholy alliance 
between the two has made all the dif¬ 


ference to the health of law and order 
in the metropolises. 

2. The causes that lead the home¬ 
less juveniles, slum-dwellers, have- 
nots and others of their ilk, to the world 
of crime, will have to be analysed and 
remedial action taken to bring back the 
mis-guided youth and otliers to the 
WOTld of honourable living. This again 
is a stupendous task that requires im¬ 
agination, and in-depth involvement 
into the problems of the deprived sec¬ 
tions of society who have become a 
part and parcel of urban milieu but 
without the enjoyment of its glittering 
paraphernalia. 

3. Intelligence agencies need to 
be strengthened and modernised. 
Law and order enforcing authorities 
have to be trained keeping in view 
the changing modes and methods of 
criminals operating at different 
levels. Programmes shown on the TV 
should be properly screened and 
scrutinised, Iwcause some features 
depicting crime can affect the psyche 
of the viewers, especially the minors 
and just for fun or thrill they can go 
astray and fall into the hands of 
chronic criminals. Migration of 
population from the rural to big cities 
should be discouraged because social 
services and employment oppor¬ 
tunities have become too inadequate 
to cope with the growing pressure. 

In case all government 
hospitals are closed 

Q. Suppose all the government 
hospitals in the country remained 
closed for a period of one year. Give 
at least three possible consequences 
if such a situation arises. 

Ans. In case all (he government 
hospitals in the country remain 
closed for one year, for one reason or 
the other, the consequences that are 
likely to follow such an eventuality 
would be too grim to be fully 
described in words. The immediate 
fall out of such a .sordid situation 
would be the rendering of all doctors, 
nurse.s, other para-medical staff 
equipment/machinery, buildings, 
et al idle and irrelevant during the 
period of closure. Serious patients 
undetgoing treatment at various such 
hospitals would be served notice to 


quit and fend for titcmselves. This 
would indeed be a harrowing 
development both for the indoor 
patients as well as their kith and kin. 
Some of the aftected persons may die 
of shock and countless others may 
not have the means to go in for treat¬ 
ment in private hospitals or nursing 
homes, which are t<K) expensive for 
the common people to afford. One 
cannot grasp the full implications nor 
can one measure the amount of 
trauma and torture that the closure of 
hospitals would unleash tiuoughout 
the country. 

The poor, the old and the infirm, 
government employees and their de¬ 
pendents, as well a.s the other seg¬ 
ments of .social strata would be the 
worst sufferers if the government 
ho.spitals remained clo.sed for a 
period of one year or so. Out of fear, 
panic or protest, people may take to 
the Streets to oxpre.ss their anger 
against the closure. Possiblv, the en¬ 
tire .sticiety may be caught in an un¬ 
precedented confusion leading to 
uncontrolled crisis or chaos. The ap¬ 
prehension, spontaneous or 
motivated, that other stKial services 
may also meet the same fate, would 
aggravate the sad scenario further. 
There i.s no gainsaying the fact that 
private hospitals or nursing homes, 
even if they come forward to case tlie 
situation, may not find going smixiih 
and worth-while because what the 
government hospitals are doing, 
even if half-heartedly, no otlier or¬ 
ganisation can copt* with. 

With government ho.spitals 
closed and private treatment prohibi¬ 
tive for a majority, the only course left 
open for the poor and Uw helpless 
will be to knock at the door of quacks, 
miraclc-makcrs, pseudo-healers, or 
practitioners of black magic and thus 
fall victims to the most abominable 
and awful manoeuvres of these 
death-dealers. Such unfortunate per¬ 
sons as are suffering from deadly dis¬ 
eases like cancer. Aids, cardiac 
problems/complications, and a host 
of similar other ailments and are un¬ 
dergoing treatment at various 
government hospitals, would bo left 
high and dry if the government 
hospitals stop functioning. 
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VOCABUtASy 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. abracadabra: (a) word (meaningless) (b) g^ture 
(offensive) (c) symbol (vague) (d) joke (ob^ene). 

2. baloneyA>oloney: (a) credible (b) cunning 
(c) nonsense (d) deception. 

3. cliche: (a) declaration (new) (b) phrase (stale) 

(c) promise (old) (d) manifesto (party). 

4. doyen: (a) senior member (h) story-teller (c) cap¬ 
tain (non-playing) (d) spokesperson. 

5. embargo: (a) encouragement (i>) identity (c) sug¬ 
gestion (d) restriction. 

6. fortuitous: (a) deliberate (b) unlikely (c) lazy 

(d) chance. 

7. grub: (d) insult (h) revolt (c) dig (d) drag. 

8. hurly-burly: («) splendid (b) clum.sy (c) noisy 
(d) optional. 

9. impasse: (a) deadlock (h) compromise (r) honour 
(d) tunnel. 

10. jive: (rt) compose (h) grind (c) rt'Ctify (d) dance. 

11. kid-glove; (a) static (b) gentle (c) mobile (d) ar¬ 
rogant. 

12. lionise: (a) treat as superfluous (b) kick as enemy 

(c) embrace as relation (d) treat as celebrity. 

13. machismo: (a) despair (b) success (r) pride 

(d) monotony. 

14. nibble (N): (a) morsel (/») charity (c) performance 
(if) confusion 

15. ornate: (a) developed (/>) decorated (c) expensive 
(d) rare. 

16. pell-mell: (a) politely (b) miserly (c) untidily 
(if) leisurely. 

17. rib: (a) lease (b) soften (r) harden (d) liang. 

18. slipshod: (a) ugly (1’) smooth (f) pleasant (d) care¬ 
less. 

19. trite; (a) original (6) commonplace (c) borrowed 
(d) secondary 

21). whirligig: (a) motion (b) argument (<') debate 
(d) agreonrent. 


ANSWERS 

1. abracadabra: (a) word/Ianguagc (meaningless). 
— “Abracadabra" said the conjurer/magician as he 

pulled the rabbit from the hat. 

2. baloney/boloney: (c) nonsense, rubbish. 

—^The story about'putting the ca use aboxe self-interest 
is all bahmiy and all will dismiss it as self-delusion. 

3. cliche: (b) phrase/idea (stale/meaningless), 

—^After more than four decades of independence, 
people are no longer taken in by the c/fc/u'-ridden speeches 
of the politicians. 

4. doyen: (a) senior member. 


In the death of Mr J.R.D. Tata, Indian industry has 
lost its doyen of multi-faceted personality. 

5. embai^o: (d) restriction, hindrance. 

—^The best way to punish a terrorist State is to impose 
trade cmlxtrgo against it. 

6. fortuitous: (d) chance, casual, coincidence. 

—It gave me immense pleasure to have a fortuitous 
meeting with an old friend after many years. 

7. grub: (c) dig, search, poke. 

He keeps grubbing about at the base of the tree ignor¬ 
ing the fruit. 

8. hurly-burly: (r) noisy, energetic. 

—One could witness a hurly-burly hustle/activity all 
around in view of the annual religious festival. 

9. impasse; (<i) deadlock. 

—^The negoliation.s have reached an impasse, with both 
sides refusing to relent/compromise. 

10. jive: (d) dance. 

—The city-bred youngsters present in the viliage fair 
were jiving at the beat of folk music. 

11. kid-glove: (b) gentle, tactful. 

—If you mean business, you will have to give up kid~ 
glow methods and get tough with the staff. 

12. lionise: (d) treat as celebrity. 

—The Hollywood actress Marilyn Monroe had 
wanted to be loved by her fans, not lionised. 

13. machismo; (c) pride (male). 

—In our stx'ial/family set-up, reason is sacrinced at 
the altar of machismo. 

14. nibble (N): (a) morsel, bits (food). 

—Soft drinks and nibbles were served in the birthday 
party. 

15. ornate: (f>) decorated. 

—Indian architecture of the past is ornate in style and 
aesthetic in taste. 

16. pell-mell: (c) untidily, in di.sordcr, headlong. 

—^To the annoyance of all, the children rushed pell- 
mell down the stairs. 

17. rib: (a) tease. 

—She was being ribbed about/for her foreign accent 
by one and all present in the party. 

18. slipshod: (d) careless. 

—The traffic constable was reprimanded when he was 
found slipshod in his dealings with public. 

19. trite: (b) commonplace, hackneyed. 

—There was nothing new in his speech but a rehash 
(repetition) of old and Irilc phrases. 

20. whirligig: (a) motion, rotation. 

—^The novel reveals a number of whirligigs of taste 
arising out of clash of alien and indigenous loyalties. 
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ARGUMENTATION 


Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


The Right to Know 

Q. "The secrecy in Government 
seriously restricts the availability of 
information and adversely affects 
democracy in India." Do you accept 
this view? Give reasons For and 
Against it 

Ans. All the guarantats of free 
speech and of a free press sound meaning¬ 
less because of the nec<Uess restrictions on 
the access to information about scwral 
matters concerning the nation. The 
Covcrnmenl functions, by and large, in 
atmosphere of hush-hush and secrecy; 
it denies information even on matters 
which should be common knowledge. The 
absurd limits to which this tendency is 
carried in this country become evident 
when wefind that information, which the 
Cavernment denies to people, is readily 
available to everyone through foreign 
newspapers and in foreign libraries, espe¬ 
cially the U.S. Congress Library. Isn't the 
Gouernnu'nl making a fetish of secrecy 
under the disguise of public interest? 
Will public mterest not be promoted, in¬ 
stead of being harmed, if the pcxipte arc 
taken into confidence about vital matters 
in which they are naturally interested? 

Arguments For the View 

1. Secrecy obviously diminishes, 
and at times even makes nonsense of 
democracy of which we boast so 
much. A political party may secretly 
harm national interests in the absence 
of an open debate and yet escape the 
consequences. Such eventualities 
should be foreseen and forestalled. 

2. The whole concept according 
to which executive officials claim the 
right to withhold information, even 
from M.P.S and other leaders of 
public, by contending that it is 
"classified", is ill-founded and 
should be open to question. 

3. The U.S. Supreme Court, in the 
himous case New York Times vs VUS, 
while rejecting the Government's 


plea, ruled that only a free and un¬ 
restrained press could effectively ex¬ 
pose deception in Government and 
that it is one of the paramount duties 
of a free press in a free country to 
prevent the Government from 
deceiving the people. The word 
"security", the Judge said, is broad 
and a vague generality, whose con¬ 
tours should not be exploited to 
abrogate the fundamental right of the 
freedom of speech. He expressed the 
view that even guarding the military 
and diplomatic secrets, at the ex¬ 
pense of informed representative, 
Governntent provides no real 
security. 

4. It is obvious that whenever a 
government docs not trust the 
people, the people, in turn, will not 
trust the Government, as the famous 
saying goes, trust bc*gets trust. In fact, 
there is strong public opinion that 
secrecy is detrimental to the 
country's interest because it is often 
used by the ruling party to protect its 
own political interests and hide its 
errors, including corrupt practices, 
nepotism and favouritism. 

5. Besides, the right to withhold 
information permits the Government 
to mould public opinion .so as to 
promote party interests; for instance, 
by regulating the flow of information 
and releasing it only when it suits its 
own purposes, rather than the na¬ 
tional interests. 

Arguments Against the \^ew 

1. Secrecy, as famous philosopher 
said, is inherent in every burt>aucracy. 
In fact, it is regarded as a functional 
necessity and an essential right 
without which no Government can 
carry on its work. The fact remains 
that secrec)' is essential in military 
and diplomatic matters. Diplomacy 
cannot be conducted openly; 
publicity during critical negotiations 
would defeat the very purpose of 


diplomacy. 

2. In Britain the Officials Secrets 
Act covers several spheres of activity, 
publicity to which would undermine 
the .security of the State and protec¬ 
tion to Government officials. It is not 
without reason that disclosures of 
vital information and publication of 
official documents is prohibited until 
such time as public knowledge of 
these matters is deemed safe in the 
national interest. Besides, under the 
30-year rule in Britain, more than a 
generation has to elapse before the 
citizens are allowed to know the 
reasons and the factors that governed 
the determination of a particular 
policy line. 

3. For reasons of the security of 
the State and for saving individuals 
from untimely disclosures, restric¬ 
tions have been imposed on the pub¬ 
lication of memories by Ministers 
who are eager to disclose their ex¬ 
periences of government even by 
referring to Cabinet decisions and ' 
discussions to which they are bound 
by the oath of secrecy. 

4. While it is true that much offi- ' 
cial information is not openly given, | 
a great deal of it is disclosed in Parlia- i 
ment in response to questions and in i 
Ministers' speeches. The numerous 
White Papers, Government reports 
and documents, all contain informa¬ 
tion about departmental functioning 
and policy matters. Official briefings 
and Ministers' Press conferences also 
provide considerable information. 
Must the common man be told all the 
secrets of Government? 

5. Disclosure of vital information 
will prejudice the country's interests 
and even national safety because 
enemy agents, spies and foreign em¬ 
bassies will exploit the vital facts. 
Any Government that does not safe¬ 
guard its archives would be held 
guilty of national betrayal. 
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Law, Justice and the Poor 

Q. "The concept of "justice by 
post'Card", or "public interest 
litigation" is sound and reflects a 
keen desire to ensure justice to the 
poor and should be extended in the 
courts are to fulfil their true func¬ 
tion." Give aiguments For and 
Against this view. 

Ans. Justice is so cxjKnsive these 
days that it has come to be regarded as a 
luxury of the rich. Law is interpreted 
mechanically in accordance with the 
traditions set by the British. Often the 
tccimicalities are stressed, the legal side 
taken note of exclusively and the judge¬ 
ments sluno a lack of the human touch. 
Few years back Chief justice Bhagwati 
had intivdiiced the concefif of "public in¬ 
terest litigation", under which anyone 
can draw the Supreme Court's attention 
to an act of injustice by merely sending a 
letter and the court would then take up 
the case directly, on its otim, enquire into 
the matter, bring the wrongdwr to book 
and redress the torong wherever possible. 
Has it also another side and does it 
amount to hasty, extra-legal action? 

Aiguments For the View 

1. Since the present system of 
justice is beyond the reach of the mas¬ 
ses and can be relied upon only by 
people who have plenty of money to 
engage topmost lawyers, file appeal 
after appeal and reach the highest 
judicial tribunal—the Supreme 
Court—some means certainly need 
to be devised to make justice avail¬ 
able to the aggrieved poor who can 
not afford to pay the pixihibitive fees 
demanded by senior advocates. 

2. There has been talk of judicial 
reforms for the past many years be¬ 
cause justice is both tardy and expen¬ 
sive, with the result that there are 
cases galore of gross injustice in the 
countiy, especially in the vast rural 
areas. The poor arc just priced out of 
the existing legal system. The for¬ 
malities are too forbidding; the court 
fees are frightening and the repeated¬ 
ly adjourned hearings (each hearing 
brings handsome payment to 
lawyers but causes immense incon¬ 
venience to the clients) are a 
nightmare. 

3. "Public interest litigation" is 
not between two individuals; it is 


litigaUcHi initiated for the benefit of a 
class or group of persons who are 
either the victims of expioitatiem or 
oppression or who are denied their 
constitutional or legal rights. It is this 
kind of litigation which the Supreme 
Court has been rightly trying to 
promote. 

4. The cases of public interest 
litigation already decided by the 
court arc in themselves a valid 
defence of the new system. Some ex¬ 
amples arc the plight of construction 
workers, bonded labourers, ex¬ 
ploited women and children and 
other groups denied even the mini¬ 
mum wages payable under the law. 
Their problems can now be easily 
brought before the Court either by a 
victim himself or someone acting on 
his behalf and interested in public 
welfare. There was a case of girls in a 
protection home who were suffering 
at the hands of the staff; a newspaper 
report exposing the wrongs was 
taken notice of by the Court. The suf¬ 
ferers could not come to the Court 
personally, and had it nut been for the 
initiative taken by the judges, the 
girl.s' sufferings would have con¬ 
tinued for long. 

5. "Public interest litigation seeks 
to ensure relief to people who suffer 
from s(xial and economic disabilities. 
No other system permits such redress 
of grievances and in such a speedy, 
inexpensive manner. 

Aiguments Against the View 

1. While on the face of it tliere is 
everything to be said for such specxly 
justice, especially because there is no 
other way out, doubts about the 
validity of the procedures arise on 
many scores. The ntirmal legal proce- 
dures are circumvented, and the 
Supreme Court can pick and chouse a 
case deserving its intervention. The 
entire judicial structure so elaborate¬ 
ly designed to ensure justice to 
everyone is thus made irrelevant 
through a mere letter or press rejxorts. 

2. The Supreme Court as the 
highest judicial tribunal has been as¬ 
signed certain specific duties under 
the Constitution. Any sclf-impo.sed 
additions to its jurisdiction and 
duties, which are bound to add to its 
heavy burden in the shape of for¬ 
midable arrears of cases, any of them 


awaiting disposal for years together, 
would untair to liti^nts who have 
spent substantial sums in a bid to 
seek, permanent and final redress. 

3. If the judiciary takes up the 
duties of the prosecution or the 
responsibilities of social reformers 
and also becomes accessible even to 
persons who act in an irresponsible 
manner and are guilty of indiscipline 
or other similar acts, ^cre would be a 
nwss in the administration. The task 
of exposing scandals, cases of 
grievous public wrongs and expos¬ 
ing the wrongdoers should be left to 
legislators, social reformers and 
vduntary organisations themselves. 
The aim of providing cheap and 
speedy justice can be achieved by 
simplifying the judicial procedures, 
providing free legal aid to the poor 
(at present the scheme for Legal Aid 
to the poor is not working satisfac¬ 
torily). 

4. In many cases of public ir4terest 
litigation it has been found that the 
victims on whose behalf complaints 
have been lodged in the Supreme 
Court just disappear when an en- 
auiry is ordered into the grievance by 
tne court. There have been long and 
deliberate delays in conveying the 
Court's orders to the concerned par- 
lies. The repeated reminders of 
Supreme Court judge closely as¬ 
sociated with public interest litiga¬ 
tion have sometimes been 
disregarded by what are called 
registry officials (deputies of the 
Registrar). 

5. There is the danger of abuse of 
this justice by letter system. Even 
some lawyers are known to have ad¬ 
vised their clients to write straight to 
the Supreme Court judge and they 
charge fees for such advice after 
drafting the letter setting out the 
facts. Thus a new form of exploitation 
has developed. Whenever a client 
finds his case will not come up before 
the court for years, he sends in a letter 
under the Public Interest Litigation, 
thus attempting to bypass other 
cases. As a result those who have 
adopted the regular procedure are 
placed at a disadvantage. 

Commercial Hindi Ciiiema 

Q. "Much of die crime in urban I 
areas is attributable to the unheal- . 
thy trends set forth in commercial 
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Hindi cinema." Discuss. 

Ans. Hindi feature films, with 
very few exceptions, play up unso¬ 
cial, unethical and violent activity. 
Stories are generally built around 
crimes and criminals, sex scenes, vul¬ 
gar human pa.ssions, love songs and 
romantic adventures. By presenting 
scenes of luxury living, unrealistic 
themes and displaying the latest 
fashions and trends in modern per¬ 
missive society, the films encourage 
young impressionable youth to im¬ 
itate the silver screen heroes and 
heroines. In order to be able to dress 
and live as cinema screen heroes do, 
young people, including sons of rich, 
respectable families are led to commit 
thefts and robberies of various kinds. 
Many of the crimes against women 
are also the result of what young men 
sec in films. 

India Is one of the world's major 
film producers. The cinema is the 
easiest medium to reach the masses 
of the country. Unfortunately, film 
producers, anxious always to mint 
money by pandering to low tastes, do 
not realise their social responsibility. 
Owing to the craze for the box office, 
cheap songs and sex scenes and com- 
merciali.sation of the cinema has 
spread fast. Films should impart 
education and instruction; instead, 
they create and develop false values 
of life and wrong notions. The 
Westerns trends towards nudity, 
nakedness and exposure of the 
human body are copied, ruining In¬ 
dian cultural and moral values. 
Moreover, the quality of our films is 
continually deteriorating. Cinema 
crazy youth generally turn out to be 
bad citizens who tend to neglect their 
basic duties and responsibilities. 
They learn defiance, not discipline. 

1 iowever, it is not correct to say 
that Hindi films are mostly respon¬ 
sible for the increasing crime in urban 
areas, though tiiey do make an ad¬ 
verse impact. There are several other 
factors that contribute to the spurt in 
anti-social activities. These are un¬ 
employment, frustration, unliealthy 
environment, congestion because of 
over-population and inadequate 
housing, and the widespread corrup¬ 
tion in ail spheres of life. 


Obscene Films 

Q. "The present film censorship 
rules are inadequate and need to be 
strengthened to check the excessive 
violence and sex scenes." Give 
reasons For and Against this view. 

Ans. Lately a trend seans to have 
started in llie Hindi cinema of increased 
exposure, double meaning songs and 
dialogues and extreme violence. The Film 
Censt)r Board is believed to have become 
too liberal and has often pcrmillcd scenes 
in films which violate Indian ethical 
norms and even encourage depravity. 
Nor do the authorities concerned lake due 
notice of the indecent film advertisements 
published in newspapers. The Union 
Human Resources Devebpment Minis¬ 
try. Imvevcr, claims that film censorship 
rules are "adequate”. Not many people, 
except the romantic youth, accefil this 
claim. 

Arguments For the View 

1. Most cinema-got'rs will agree 
that witli the pa.ss.jge of years, more 
and more vulgar .scenes are being al¬ 
lowed in our feature films. At times 
the sex and vulgarity depicted on the 
silver screen exceeds the limits of 
decency and are certainly objec¬ 
tionable from the accepted Indian 
standards. 

2. The excessive zeal among film 
producers for box-office profits and 
commercialisation leads them to in¬ 
clude scenes showing half-naked 
young girls in the belief that such 
scenes will ensure the commercial 
success of their ventures. Decency, 
character and moral standards are 
thus being callously sacrificed for the 
sake of more profits. Surely it is the 
function of the Censor Bixird to check 
this unethical tendency. The Board is 
obviously guilty and seems to have 
become lax in its duties. These on- 
courge young sensitive minds to 
make similar gestures, much to the 
discorrifiturc of their eldcns. 

3. Apart from the obscene scenes 
in films, the producers and their 
publicity agents continually publish 
indecent advertisements in 
newspapers to attract the general 
public and, in particular, young men 
and women who, lured by the moral 
standards of the West, fall for such 
displays. As a consequence, the song- 


spice-gloss formula featuring attrac¬ 
tively dressed selected beauties is 
gaining popularity. 

4. Nor is the restriction on youti\ 
seeing films given only the "A" cer¬ 
tificate (for adulte only) being strictly 
enforced. In fact romantic youth 
make it a point to see such Films. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. The times when orthodoxy 
was predominant and strict moral 
standards were applied by the film 
censors so as to delete anything that 
smacked of sex or male-female physi¬ 
cal intimacy are gone. The film cen¬ 
sors too march with the tiroes. The 
yardsticks have necessarily become 
different and modern. 

2. In many film stories violence is 
an essential part of the story, for in¬ 
stance, when the villain has to be 
properly tackled and his potential 
victim, the hero or a young woman, 
has to be rescued from a tragic plight. 
Moreover, violence is a part of liiiman 
life which is not all peace and har¬ 
mony. We cannot hope to eliminate 
violence from mi'niern society simply 
by keeping it out of films. 

3. There i.s al.so the increasing 
threat from the flourishing video cass- 
.selle business. If yt>ung men and 
women can easily .see "blue" films 
depicting scene.s of sex and violence 
through video parlours and V.C.R.S 
in their own homes, what is the point 
of totally banning such scenes from 
films? Until the Government strictly 
onforce.s the laws against indecent 
and immoral dispUays of all kinds, it 
is futile to single out films and blame 
them for encouraging violence and 
immorality. 

4. There is no strict censorship for 
the satellite channels such as lyl TV 
and Zee TV as they are not India 
based. Sex and exposure is much 
more on these channels. liven if the 
censorboard censors some song or 
scene, there is no stopping the 
producers to show the particular 
song or scene on the satellite chan¬ 
nels. Today, much before the film is 
released, its songs and some scenes 
have already been shown on the 
satellite channels. Censoring of these 
scenes by the censor board only helps 
in giving more publicity. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Naming, Re-naming of 
Universities 


The renaming of Marathwaiia 
Unixwrsihf after Dr Amhedkar has led to 
widespread disturbances in 
Maharashtra, thus reviving the con- 
Irovcrsy about proper nonienclatiire of 
our universifies. The proposal is: 
"Should our unnwrsitics be renamed?" 

MrA I do not understand 

why there should be such ,1 hue 
and cry over tl>e renaming of 
Marathwada University. It has been 
a bone of contention between t!ie 
Dalits and the ultra-nationalist 
Marathas of the Shiv Sena brand 
ever since Sharad Pawar promised 
to do so, 15 years back The Dalits 
undoubtedly have a point in their 
favour. The area was one ol the 
centres where l.)r Ambedkar waged 
a relentless struggle for the uplill of 
his community—the Mahars, and 
other depressed cLisses. 11 was here 
that he started Milind College, 
which led to the establishment of 
other educational institutions, in 
time forming the nucleus of the 
Marathwada University as it is 
today. So, it is appropriate that thi.s 
University should be named after a 
man who was not just the lender of 
a socio-political revolution, but one 
who epitomised the quest for 
freedom from bondage. His life and 
teachings inspired lakhs of Dalits to 
educate and liberate themselves 
from social oppression. Hence, why 
the opposition to the renaming? 

The name of the University is not 
even being changed, so much as 
being modified—a mere adding of 
Dr Ambedkar's name to the 
existing 'Marathwada'. The 
character of the University will 


remain unaltered. Admis.sion will 
still be on merit, with students and 
faculty members belonging to all 
castc.s and creeds And, again how 
much have the upper castes lost? 
Nothing, Actually they have gained 
a lot. Two new courses in frontier 
tt''hnology are being added and a 
new university in the name of the 
groat freedom fighter, and .siKial 
reformer, Swami Ramananda 
Teertha, is being opened nearby. 
The of)position, therefore, i.s 
nothing but the chauvinism and 
arrogance of some vested interests. 

MrB I am afraid my triend, 

Mr A, has not grasped the true 
purport of the subject under 
duscussion. Rather than discussing 
the pros and cons ol the renaming 
of the erstwhile Marathwada 
University, we should primarily 
concern ourselves with the 
propriety of renaming an existing 
university per sc. A University is 
not built in a day, nor is it built lor 
a generation or two. It is an 
institution which is intended to la.st 
for centuries. Therefore, should 
there be an elenrent of permanence 
in its name and identity or should 
it be liable to change with the 
moods of the moment or the 
exigency of a situation? When a 
place of higher learning has 
attained a certain maturity, its 
name ceases to be just a label for 
identification, but come.s to denote 
a certain continuity of tradition, of 
excellence. The very name.s, Oxford 
and Cambridge, put a stamp of 
authority on the scholarship of 
their dons or the standard of their 
publications. 1, for one, would not 


tamper with the name of a 
university. Surely there are other 
ways to honour people! Talking of 
honouring, ha.sn't the Ambedkar's 
name become a mere badge of 
convenience for a cynical political 
leadership to cash in on the Dalit's 
reverence for their mentor? The 
man who denounced idol worship 
has himself been reduced to an 
icon. Dr Ambedkar had once said, 
"Hero-worship is demoralising for 
the devotee and dangerous to hte 
country" The irony i.s that by 
renaming Marathwada University, 
wt‘ are not honouring Dr 
Ambedkar, but rather we are seeing 
to it that his caste outlives his 
cau.se. his deeds and his services to 
the nation. It is the bait to lure in 
the IXilit vote bank, when the 
Assembly goes to polls in March 
next year. The Cong-I can no longer 
depend on its Muslim vote bank, 
following two rounds of 
devastating communal riots and 
series of bomb blasts in the 
metropolis, in the wake of the 
Ayodhya crisis, hence the placation 
of the Dalits, 15 years after the State 
legislature avommended the 
renaming. With this one move, 
PaWfir has .seen to it that the 
Kanshiram-V.P. Singh combine 
docs not make any inroads into the 
Dalit-OBC stronghold. As for the 
Shiv Sena, if it gain.s the patronage 
of the caste I lindus over this issue, 
I’awar will use any rise in the 
Sena's fortunes to drive a wedge 
between that party and its electoral 
partner, the BJP. And if tlie Sena's 
call forbandhsand its aggressive 
brand of communal politics leads 
to riots and damage to life and 
property, Pawar will use that as an 
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election gambit too. Who really are 
the winners or the losers here and 
for how long? Take the example of 
Mithila University in Bihar. One 
political party adds the name of 
Lalit Narain Misra to Mithila. 

When the other party comes to 
power, it removes that name. So, all 
this tension and bloodletting for 
what? For supposedly honouring a 
dead man? This seems too naive a 
belief in the face of our knowledge 
of present-day politics and its 
erosion into the hallowed halls of 
academia. 

MrC It is true that the 
autonomy of the universities 
should not be tampered with, nor 
should they be made pawns on the 
political chessboard, but bestowing 
a sanctity and an inviolability on 
the names of these institutions is 
unwarranted. After a] I, when a 
university is established, the name 
is routinely inserted by those who 
draft the bill and is equally 
routinely passed by the State 
assembly or the Parliament as the 
case may be. The members arc not 
guided in this respect by any expert 
body. Unfortunately we do not 
have any policy or a set of 
guidelines for naming or renaming 
of our universities. In British India, 
Universities were as a rule named 
after the cities in which they were 
located or after the regions they 
served. But after Independence this 
practice was not followed 
uniformally, resulting in the new 
universities being named after 
Cods and Gurus, Presidents and 
Prime Ministers, Chief Ministers 
and politicians of various stature, 
medieval Kings and Queens, 
freedom fighters, communities and 
localities and even after some 
languages. Several of these names 
are not in accordance with modem 
Indian ethos or with our secular 
democratic polity. Why not change 
them? Some of the names, again, 
became obsolete or inappropriate 
with the passage of time or for 
historical reasons. Anglo-Saxons 
could not pronounce some Indian 


place-names correctly and 
therefore, corrupted them. We have 
corrected some of these 
corruptions: Trivandrum has 
become Thiruvananthapuram and 
Bezwada, Vijayawada. Then why 
not change the name of Lucknow 
University to Lakhnau? Again why 
in a professedly secular India 
should appendages like Hindu and 
Muslim continue to be tackled on 
to the appellations of Benares and 
Aligarh Universities? If Indian 
Princes had to be liquidated, being 
anachronistic, then why have their 
personal or dynastic names been 
retained as in Osmania and Baroda 
Universities? Even in the limited 
commemorative or honorific 
context, I do not see any liarm in 
modifying the name of a University 
by appending an individual's name 
to it. But such individuals mu.st be 
personages of high eminence, 
whose names do not bear any 
parochial or communal connotation 
and who did dedicated service in 
advancing educatiorr Alternatively, 
a University may be named after a 
person who was instrumental in its 
establishment. A recent example is 
the renaming of Saugor University 
after Dr Hari Singh Gour. 

MrD 1 am afraid we arc 
trying to di.scuss this subject 
without coming to grips with the 
ground realities as tliey exist today. 
We are not realising that our 
university system is on the verge of 
collap.se. At the time of ’ 
independence there were only 17 
universities in this part of the 
continent. Today we have over 190. 
This unplanned proliferation has 
made our education .system 
top-heavy. Rekitively, we arc 
spending too much on universities 
and too little on primary education. 
The system is lop-sided as well. 
Agricultural and Science and 
Technology universities constitute 
less than 25% of our University 
system. We have over 6,000 
colleges of general education but 
fewer than 1,000 professional 


colleges. Our education is highly 
subsidised as well. The main 
reason why State Governments 
were so liberal in opening new 
universities was that they were 
largely financed by the Union 
Government through the U.G.C. 
Today Uttar Pradesh has atleast 25 
Universities and Maharashtra 
atleast 18. But with the 
implementation of the new 
Economic Policy, tliore is no scope 
for such huge subsidies. The Union 
Government has made it very clear 
that it is no longer willing to feed 
this white elephant. The U.G.C. 
Chairman administered a warning, 
a few days ago, that the middle 
(Grants) part of the U.G.C. name is 
better forgotten and that the 
Universities must raise their own 
resourres. This has radically 
changed the entire scenario. 
Universities will now have to go 
the American way and look for 
their finances to the big bu.sii;ess 
houses and industrial empires. But 
Birlas and Tatas have little use for 
purely literary education. They will 
insi.st on reorientation of University 
curricula and research to promote 
commerce and industry before they 
agree to finance the University 
System. They will also insist on 
running the Universities far more 
efficiently than they are being run 
today. The Universities are, 
therefore, in for a radical change in 
their character let alone in their 
names, it must be remembered that 
many of the American universities 
bear the names of the capitalists 
who financed their establishment, 
John Hopkins and Stanford, fur 
instance. In our own country we 
have deemed universities like Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences and 
Birla Institute of Technology and 
Science. In the coming decades , 
more and more such appendages 
are bound to appear before the 
names of some of our major 
universities. We cannot be 
dogmatic about the nomenclature 
of our universities in such a 
situation. Can we? 
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Facts about Science 


Can a gun fired from the moon 
be heard 1 km away, more than 10 
km away or not be heard at all? 

It cannot be heard at all because 
there is no air there to carry the 
sound. 

Why a space vehicle on the other 
side of the moon loses contact with 
the earth? 

In space the electromagnetic 
waves travel in straight lines. When 
the space-vehicle is on the other side 
of the moon, it loses contact with the 
earth because the passage of waves is 
hindered by the body of the moon. 

The weight of a man at the sur¬ 
face of the moon will be only about 
one sixth of his weight on the earth. 

The gravity of moon is only one- 
sixth of the gravity of the earth; hence 
the weight of a man at the surface of 
the moon will be only one-sixth of his 
weight on the earth. 

Explain why day and night at 
the moon each lasts for about two 
weeks. 

Moon orbits around its own axis 


only once in 27— days. Thus, the 

lunar "day" is equal to about 14 earth 
days and the lunar "night" is of the 
same duration. 

Why the moon has extremes of 
surface temperature? 

The surface of the moon is rookv 
and sandy. There is neither water noi 
air, the agents which mitigate ex¬ 
tremes of temperature. So, during 
sunshine, rocks and sand are heated 
to a high temperature and in the ab¬ 
sence of water and air, temperature 
falls quickly by radiation; hence these 
extreme efrcets. 


The same side of the moon faces 
the earth. Why? 

Because the moon rotates on its 
axis once in 27~ days, the same time 
in which it revolves around the earth. 


Due to diis rea.son only one side of the 
moon is ever visible to us on the 


earth. 


Why the moon does not have 
any atmosphere? 

For all practical purposes, the 
moon has no atmosphere though its 
thinness is about less than 10"’^ of the 
earth. It is supposed that gases 
reiea.scd by its crust escape rapidly 
into the inter-planetary vacuum. 

/4Vhat is the distance between 
nf^on and earth? 

3,82,176 km. 

What is the diameter of the 
moon? How docs it compare with 
the diameter and mass of the earth? 

The moon has a diameter of 
about 3,456 km—roughly one fourth 
that of the earth (12,683 km) and its 
mass is nearly one-eightietli of the 
latter's. 

What is the shape of the moon? 

Though the moon is nearly 
spherical in shape, the side facing the 
earth is thrusting out an extra bulge 
towards us—^sticking out its tongue 
as if. 

There are no signs that the moon 
is supporting any kind of life. Why? 

This is probably due to its lack of 
an atmosphere which in turn gives 
ri.se to extreme temperatures which 
go as itigh as 120^ duringjthe lunar 
day and aslowas-172‘'Calnight. Us 
day and night each last alx>ul 14 earth 
days. 

Why it is easier to roll a barrel 
than to pul] it along the road? 

As the rolling force of friction is 
less than the dynamic force of fric¬ 
tion, so it is easier to roll a barrel than 
to pull it along the road. 

How do bats fly in the dark? 

The bats produce ultrasonic 
waves while flying. These waves are 
reflected back from the obstacle to 
them and thus help them find their 
way. 

What is the meaning of one 
horse-power? 

The practical unit of power is 
known as a horse- pouH‘r. It is the pouvr 
of an agent vAtich can work at the rate of 
550foot pounds per second or 33,000fool 


pounds per minute. 

The unit of power was intro¬ 
duced by a British mgineer James 
Watt, who invented the steam engine, 
i le found that an average horse could 
raise 150 lbs. of coal through a height 
of 220 feet in one minute. 

Work done by the horse 
= 150 x 220 

= 33,000 foot pound/minute. 

^ -^'At what temperature are read¬ 
ings in both the Centigrade and Fah¬ 
renheit thermometers exactly the 
same? 

At-40'=C. 

A plane approaching at a speed 
of 1,000 m.pJi. is not heard. Why? 

The speed of an approaching 
plane (1,000 m.p.h.) is more than the 
speed of sound (7^ m.p.h.), thus it 
cannot be heard. 

If a highly corked glass bottle 
full of water is left out of doors on a 
frosty night, it will burst 

On a frosty night, the water con¬ 
tained in the bottle will freeze and 
become ice. As it expands on freez¬ 
ing, the volume of ice will, therefore, 
bo greater than that of water from 
which it is formed. As the bottle Is 
highly corked, a great force will be 
exerted causing a burst. 

Green plants are active in 
modifying the composition of air. 

In the pre.sence of air, green 

f >lants manufacture cariio/iydiiah's and 
ilwrate oxygen gas equal to the in¬ 
take of carbon dioxide gas. The 
prtKe.ss is called photosynthesis. 

A certain amount of calcium 
should be necessary compound of 
our food. 

Calcium is an essential con¬ 
stituent of bones and teeth and so a 
certain amount of it should be a 
necessary component of our food. 

It is dangerous to touch a live 
electric wire with bare feet and 
hands. 

By touching a live electric wire 
with bare feet and hands, the electric 
current will pass through the body 
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a severe shock which can be 


Explain why long sighted per* 
sons use convex spectacle lenses. 

The eyes of a long-sighted person 
are incapable of seeing near objects 
clearly. A convex spectacle lens which 
is thicker at the centre d\an at the 
edges helps to view near-objects nor¬ 
mally. 

A ship rises as it enters the sea 
from a river. 


A ship rises as it enters the sea 
from a river because sea water is 
more "dense" than river water. The 
phenomenon is explained by 'Ar¬ 
chimedes Principle' and specific 
gravity. 

Steam produces burns more 
easily than water at the same 
temperature. 

Steam contains 536 cal./gm, of 
heat more than water at the .same 
temperature, hence it cau.ses more 
severe burns. 


Sodium is always kept under 
kerosence and phosphorus under 
water. 


Sodium reacts rapidly with 
water to give sodium hydroxide and 
hydrogen. It does not react with 
paraffin hydrocarbons, and kerosene 
being such, it is safer to keep sodium 
in it. Phosphorus placed in air readily 
catches fire reacting with oxygen. 
Being insoluble in water, it does not 
react with it. So it is kept in water. 

Why an object weighs a little 
lesa at the Equator than at the Poles? 

The gravitational pull of the 
earth at the Poles is more than at the 
Equator, because the Poles are nearer 
to the centre; hence the weight of a 
substance is more at the Poles than at 
the Equator. 

It is advisable to work electric 
appliances when they are earthed 
suitably. 

In case of any short-circuiting, 
the current passes to the earth 
without harming the user, if an 
electrical appliance is properly ear¬ 
thed. 

Places near the sea are cooler in 
summer and warmer in winter than 
places farther inland. 

Water does not get heated up or 
cooled so easily because of its high 


specific heat. During the summer 
days, sea water is not heated up, 
hence a cool breeze fills the town near 
the sea coast. The reverse is true in 
winter. 

Why grass gathers more dew at 
night than stones and bricks? 

The grass-leaves, during night, 
expel some amount of excess water 
along with some salt, which appear 
as dew drops on leaves. Hence grass 
gathers more dew drops. 

Why white clothes are more 
comfortable in summer than dark- 
coloured ones? 

White clothes absorb less radiant 
heat than black or dark-coloured 
clothes. They acl as poor conductors 
preventing the penetration of the 
sun’s heat. Hence one feels more 
comfortable in white clothes in sum¬ 
mer than in black clothes. 

Why mornings and evenings arc 
less warm than noon? 

Because the rays of the sun arc 
nearly vertical at noon and slanting 
in the morning and evening. Since 
vertical rays give more heat, noon is 
hotter than morning and evening. 

Why blotting paper absorbs 
ink? 

The blotting paper is porous and 
possesses innumerable capillaries. 
The ink is sucked upon into the.se 
capillaries by virtue of surface ten¬ 
sion and thus the blotting paper 
helps in absorbing ink. 

A thick glass tumbler often 
cracks when a very hot liquid is 
poured Into it. Why? 

When a very hot liquid is pounsj 
into a thick glass tumbler, the inner 
surface of the glass suddenly ex¬ 
pands due to heat while the outer 
surface remains comparatively cool 
which causes unequal expansion by 
resultant pressure and the tumbler 
often cracks. 

A flash of lightning is seen 
before the sound of thunder is 
heard. 

The flash of lightning is seen 
before the clap of thunder is heard 
because light travels at a much faster 
speed than sound. 

How a refrigerator keeps food 
fresh? 

Frui ts remain fresh so long as fer¬ 


mentation does not set in them, and 
fermentation process is stopped at 
low temperature. Refrigerator is a 
device to maintain the temperature of 
fruits and other edibles sufficiently 
low so as to completely stop tlte fer¬ 
mentation process. 

Water boils below lOO^C on the 
top of a mountain. 

Water boils at a lower tempera¬ 
ture on hills than on plains. Why? 

The boiling point of water 
depends upon atmospheric pressure; 
the higher the pressure, the higher 
the boiling point. On the hills, the 
atmospheric pressure is lower than in 
the plains; so the boiling point is also 
lowered. 

Why is rainbow seen after rain? 

After a rainfall, the clouds break 
and lie hanging in the .sky and the sun 
is also visible. The sun's rays, falling 
on the water drops, are dispereed, to¬ 
tally reflected at the back of the drops 
and then again refracted into the eye 
of the observer with his back towards 
the sun. These t.lisperst.»d rays which 
have suffered deviation give rise to a 
concentnited beani of light indicating 
all the colours of light. 

Exhaled air when bubbled 
through lime water turns milky. 
Why? 

Exhaled air contains carbon 
dioxide and lime water turns milky 
when carbon dioxide is passed 
through 

Why a small space is left at the 
joint between two rails? 

To allow for expansion due to 
heat, a small gap is left between two 
rail joints. 

Fuse wires are always provided 
in electrical installations. 

Fuse wire is a high resistance 
wire and when it is put in the series 
of electrical installations under 
strong currents, the wire melts away 
avoiding damage to main installa¬ 
tions. 

How does a soda water straw 
work? 

As a matter of fact we suck out air 
and to take its place, soda water 
rushes through the straw to our 
mouth. 
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- CURRENT AFFAIRS - 

Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA-PAKISTAN 

Indian proposals on ties improvement 

N January 24, 1993, India sent a package of six 
proposals to Pakistan, which include disengagement 
in the Siachin area, ensuring peace along the Line of 
Control in Jammu & Kashmir, no first-use of nuclear 
capability against each other and additional confidence 
building measures. It also invited Pakistan to resume 
bilateral talks to normalise relations. 

On Siachin, India has proposed disengagement from 
the authenticated position, presently held by the two 
countries. Of course, the disengagement and redeploy¬ 
ment will be without prejudice to the known positions of 
^he two sides. It ha.s also been proposed that no side shall 
re-occupy the vacated areas, they will not undertake any 
military, mountaineering or other activity in the areas, 
they will evolve a monitoring mechanism to prevent 
violations by either side and will di.s-engage and redeploy 
as per mutually worked out .schedules. 

In 1992 the twf> sides were close to an agreement on 
Siachin issue, but Pakistan backed out and, in fact, esca¬ 
lated its proxy war in J & K. 

Regarding Sir Creek in the Rann of Kutch, India has 
proposed that the centre of the navigation channel be 
considered as the boundary and has suggested a scientific 
procedure for determination of the termination points on 
land. The pnxreiiure confonns to the UN Convention of 
Law of the Seas. 

The two countries had earlier agiwd not to attack 
each other's nuclear installations. India has now 
roposed non-first use of each other's nuclear capability, 
his is regarded as a step towards eventual non-use and 
eradication of nuclear weapons. 

With regard to the agreement on peace and tranquil¬ 
lity along the Line of Control in I & K, India has proposed 
an umbrella approach to provent any violations of the 
line, which is fully demarcated. 

The proposals mark a movement forward on the part 
of India, towards efforts at resolving the bilateral issues. 

However, on January 29, 1994, Pakistan termed the 
submission of the proposals as a move to "pre-empt" the 
Pakistan sponsored UN resolution at Geneva, on the 
human rights situation in Kashmir. It also ruled out 
another round of talks in February or March, as proposed 
by India. 

Pakistan's foreign secretary, Mr Shahryar Khan, said 


that the proposals sent by India dealt with "itlatively less 
important issues" and that India had totally n^lect^ die 
"core" issue of Kashmir. 

In her address to the nation, the Pakistani Prime Min¬ 
ister, Ms Benazir Bhutto, said that there wcaild be no more, 
talks with India as long as it did not ease its "repression" 
in Kashmir and took "visible steps" to show its sincere 
intentions for resolving this "fundamental" issue. 

Reacting to the rejection of proposals by Pakistan, an 
Indian stpolresman said that "this is the final proof, if any 
were needed, that there is no truth in Pakistan's claim that 
it only provides moral, diplomatic and political support to 
separatists and terrorists in Kashmir. If Pakistan genuine¬ 
ly wanted peace and a dialogue, then there could be no 
objection to such a proposal, which is also a proposal 
without prejudice to the claims of either side". 

Pak Orders Strike on Kashmir 

O N January 23, 1994, I^kistani Prime Min ister, Ms 
Benazir Bhutto, ordered a nationwide generaTstFiR? 
on February 5, lb siTOw solidarity with Kashmiri militants. 
The caJ I for strike was given by an ail-party parliamentary 
committee, seeking to project what Pakistan calls 
"Kashmiris' struggle for the right to self-determination". 

Ms Bhutto al.so urged the United Nations to imple¬ 
ment the resolutions on Kashmir, which pledged a plebi¬ 
scite to decide whether Kashmiris wanted their divided 
State to join India or Pakistan. 

India has rejected the call for plebiscite, saying that 
the question does not arise as Kashmir is an integral part 
of India. 

Sharief Flays Pakistan 

NDIA'S Railway Minister, MrjC.K. Jaffer Siarief, in a 
hard-hitting statement, has lambasted Pakistan for 
whipping-up frenzy on Kashmir issue by giving moral 
and material support to militants. By doing this Pakistan 
was complicating the lives of the people d Kashmir and 
also of 120 million Muslims in India, he said. 

He further added that Pakistan must recognise dte 
fact that more Muslims live in India than in Pakistan. In 
fact, the Indian Muslims constituted the world's second 
largest Muslim population, the first being Indonesia. 

Mr Sharief noted that it was ironical that a country, 
which came into being ostensibly to protect the interests 
of the Muslims in the sub-continent, had developed a 
vested interest in keeping the majority of the Musluns in 
the sub-continent, namely the Indian Muslims, constantly 
unsettled and in turmoil. 

Mr Sharief felt that the success of Indian secularism 
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undermined the very concept of Pakistan. That is why the 
Pakistani rulers are creating trouble in Kashmir, to create 
doubts in the mind of the majority community in India, 
about the minority, and vice-versa. 

Kashmir Issue A Business? 

T he current crisis in Kashmir has turned out to be a 
lucrative proposition for many in Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir (POK). investigative stories in the Pakistani 
Urdu Press have indicated that the various freedom 
movements, liberation cells and human rights organi.sa- 
tions, that have mushroomed in POK and abroad, are 
misusing funds allcgediy provided by Pakistan and other 
sources. 

People exploiting these funds frequently travel 
abroad, under the pretext of fighting for human rights of 
the Kashmiri!!, but end up purchasing for themselves 
luxury cars, villas and even a helicopter as in the ca.se of 
POK Prime Minister, Sardar Abdul Qayyum Khan. 

US Report Blames Pak for N.E. Militancy 

recent report of the US House of Repreiientatives says 
that the ISl, Pakistan's Intelligence Agency, has 
played a lead role in the expansion of ethnic separatism all 
over India. The report further adds that since 1990 the ISl 
has spread its activities to the North-ea.stern part of India. 

Documents captured from a Manipur insurgent 
group, the People's Liberation Army (PLA), have indi¬ 
cated that although the insurgents had established con¬ 
tacts with the governments of Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar, in order to receive financial and military assis¬ 
tance, Pakistan's response was the most important. 

According to the report, the most telling impact of the 
ISl is the emergence of the United Islamic Liberation 
Army as the dominant subversive organisation in north¬ 
east India, esfiecially Manipur. 

(Also see Special Feature 1 on page 630) 

INDIA-GERMANY 

Prime Minister Rao's Visit 

N February 2, 1994, Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao arrived in Germany on a four-day official visit. 
The main purpose behind the visit was to forge closer 
economic bonds with Europe's number one economic 
power. 

Prime Minister Kao said that his visit had been a 
"reassuring" one. "We wanted certain a,s.surance.s from 
them and they sought some assurances from us. I am fully 
satisfied with the visit", he said. 

Till recently, Germany used to be the second largest 
investor in India, after USA. But, its position had gone 
down to 10th after 1990. However, in last two years the 
trade volume has grown .steadily and touched nearly 5.5 
billion deutsche mark in 1992. Indian exports to Germany 
have been getting more and more sophisticated and diver¬ 
sified. Of all approved foreign collaborations, signed in 
the post liberalisation phase, Germany stands second to 


the US. 

The leading political parties of Gennany have also 
assured India that the new Asia concept, unveiled by 
Chancellor Kohl, witii India as a target country for inten¬ 
sified bilateral cooperation, would be honour^ irrespec¬ 
tive of which party came to power in 1994 German 
eiectiorjs. 

India Urged to sign NPT; During his talks with Prime 
Minister Rao, Mr Kohl urged India to sign the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). India has been refusing 
to sign the NI^T, on the plea that it was discrinUnatory 
against the developing countries. 

The German leader said that strengthening the exist¬ 
ing global non-proliferation regimes must take absolute 
priority' and reiterated his government's resolve for an 
indefinite and unconditional extension of the NlTin 1995, 

Mr Rao fully shared the concern of Mr Kohl on threat 
posed to international peace by the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons, but drew attention to another dimen¬ 
sion of possible loss of control over nuclear arsenals. 

INDIA-SINGAPORE 

Prime Minister Gob's Visit 

P RIME Minister Goh Chok Tong of .Singapore arrived in 
India on January 23,1994 on a week-long official visit 
to India. He was also the chief guest at the Republic Day 
function. 

During Mr Goh's visit, India and Singapore agreed tc 
intensify bilateral, as well a.s regional economic coopera¬ 
tion. To mark the visit, three agreements, on avoidance ol 
double taxation, tourism and shipping were signed 
Telecommunicatioas, financial services and infrastructure 
were identified as priority areas for cooperation. 

The role of the major A.sian economies, such as Japan 
and China, figured in the discu.s.sions between Prime Min¬ 
ister Rao and Mr Goh. The two .sides agreed that theit 
experts should take concrete steps, quickly, to expand the 
identified priority areas for cotiperation, with the private 
sector to be given a significant role. 

During the meeting with President, Dr S.D. Sharma, 
Mr Goh expressed the view that his country and India 
should expand their complementary relationship in 
strengthening bilateral economic ties. Both the dignitaries 
agreed to fully tap the potential for greater economic 
cooperation, especially in the context of India's economic 
liberalisation. 

Speaking to a group of journalists, Mr Goh said that 
India is a giant with tremendous potential. But, it stands 
the risk of being marginalised unless it opens up its 
economy more rapidly than it ha.s done in the last two 
years. He also advcKated a change in the Indian attitude 
to looking to the West, in favour of developing closer 
economic links with East Asia. He felt, being part of the 
bigger Asian community will be beneficial for India. 

Talking to the representatives of tfje industry, Mr Goh 
said that Singapore has identified India as one of the 
stable high growth developing countries in Asia, to invest 
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a portion of its reserves. Since India is looking for such an 
investment, the views of both the countries coincide, he 
said. 

Today Singapore has money to invest overseas, with 
reserves in excess of 42 billion US dollars. Its overall 
balance of payments has been in surplus ever since 1960. 
Its GDP, in real terms, grew by an average annual rate of 
8.4 per cent and per capita GNP rose to 14,714 US dollars. 
Inflation rate has averaged 2.2 per cent over the past five 
years. 

INDIA-USA 

India's strong reaction to President 
Clinton's letter 

I N a letter dated December 27,1993, to US Senator Gary 
A. Condit, President Bill Clinton talked of protecting 
"Sikh Rights" in Punjab and has claimed that police 
abuses are still (Kcurring in Punjab. What these "Sikh 
Rights" could be in a .secular India, have not been 
clarified. 

India took strong exception to the letter and conveyed 
that it could have negative impact on the bilateral rela- 
tioas between the two countries. An Indian spokesman 
said that India's commitment to human rights and 
democracy was "axiomatic to India's existence". "We do 
not accept external prescriptions in this regard", he .said. 

New Delhi reacted by saying that "a solution has 
indeed been attained in Punjab by the people of Punjab by 
demtxrratic means. Rights of all Indians in Punjab, includ¬ 
ing Sikhs, were protected undiT the law, regardless of 
religion". 

Parlicr Pre.sidont Clinton had written a letter to 
Ghulam Nabi I'ai of the Ka-shmiri American Council, of¬ 
fering to w'ork with him for peace in Kashmir. 

US clarification: Reacting to the .sharp reaction in 
India on President Clinton's letter, the US officials later 
made it clear that President Clinton does not support the 
demand for "Khalistan" and that he was referring to the 
protection of minority rights when he talkt*d about the 
"Sikh Rights". They further said that his reference to the 
Sikhs should be taken in that light. 

Indo-US experts for Ban on N.-arms 

A dialogue on non-proliferation and technology trans¬ 
fer was held on January 20,1994, between Indian and 
US experts, under the aegis of the National Institute of 
Advancwl Studies and the Carnegie Mellon University, 
Pittsburg, USA, in collaboration with the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 

The meeting served an important starting point in 
reducing the areas of differences between USA and India, 
and in encouraging C(X>peration in different fields, while 
continuing the efforts to curb the proliferation and 
production ofnuclear weapons. The seminaralso resuJled 
in greater appreciation of India's commitment to non¬ 
proliferation goals, as well as its limits occasioned by its 
security environment. 


The recommendations adopted at the meeting indi¬ 
cate that some Americans are now willing to see India as 
a partner in the process of controlling die spread of 
nuclear weapons, rather than a problem. 

The outcome of this non-official meeting is expected 
to assist India's ongoing official dialogue with the USA. 

INDIA-E.C. 

Accord on MFN 

I NDIA has signed a historic "third gaicration" agree¬ 
ment with the European Commission, paving the way 
for upgrading the bilateral cooperation on economic, 
financial and technical fields. The new agreement 
provides for the trade relations to continue on "Most 
Favoured Nation" (MFN) basis. The agreement will also 
pave way for the two sides to improve market access to 
highest possible degree and engage in consultations on 
removing non-tariff barriers and resolve trade disputes. 

ELECTIONS 

l-D Cards dilemma 

I N a conference of the Chief Ministers of different States 
of India on January 19,1994, it was decided to Accept in 
principle the suggestion of the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner, to issue photo identity cards to the electors. How¬ 
ever, they disagreed with the Election Commission's 
directive that the exercise should be completed by 
January 1995. They urged the Centre to proceed in a 
phased manncT as it involved a huge amount of funds. 

The Chief Election Commissioner, however, rejected 
the demand that the States should be allowed to nuUce 
available photo-identity cards, to voters, in a phased man¬ 
ner and not necessarily within the deadline. The CEC said 
that no elections would be held if the government failed 
to slick to the deadline set by the Commission. 

The CEC also refused to agree that by refusing to 
budge from his position in the matter, he was contributing 
to what could develop into a Constitutional crisis, a year 
hence, when the citations to several State Assemblies will 
be done. "Should such a Constitutional crisis be created, I 
wouldn't be responsible", he said. He further added that 
the government had been given sufficient time but it sat 
over the pn^posal for 20 months. 

EC Bans New Arms Licences, Car Convoys 
During Polls 

A S part of steps to ensure smooth and peaceful conduct 
w^Lof polls and maintenance of law and c>rder, the Elec¬ 
tion Commission has ordered impounding of arms and 
weapons and cars and vehicles moving in convoys, in¬ 
cluding tho.se of Ministers, during elections. 

The Commis.sion has said that no new arms licences 
will be allowed during the election period, commencing 
with the date of announcement of elections. The ban will 
continue till the completion of elections. Cars and vehicles 
will not be allowed to move in convoys of more than three 
vehicles. Failure to comply the above directives will be 
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treated as a major failure and may lead to the cancellation 
of d\e election. 

Ministers' visit to poll notified areas banned 

T he Election Commission has banned official visits of 
both Central and State Ministers to any constituency 
where electior\s were notified. The ban would be effective 
from the date of announcement of elections, to the end of 
the process. 

The Commission stated that this directive drew its 
power from Article 324 of the Constitution and was issued 
in the interest of "free and fair poll". 

EC Observers to curb money power 

HE Election Commission has decided to appoint ob¬ 
servers to curb money power in elections. They would 
be in addition to the Central observers, appointed to en¬ 
sure free and fair elections. These observers would be 
appointed for all elections, including by-elections to the 
two Houses of the Parliament, legislative assemblies and 
State legislative councils. 

EC Flays Chief Minister of Arunachal 

T he Election Commission has condemned the Chief 
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Mr Gegong Apang, for 
blatant violation of the code of conduct in the 1991 elec¬ 
tion. It has also awarded the punishment of withholding 
to increments for two years to the Deputy Commi.ssioner, 
Mr C.R. Biswas. Mr Biswas had assisted Mr Apang in 
mobilising people for the election meeting. 

Mr T.N. Seshan said that Mr Apang combined his 
ofRcial visit with electioneering and made use of official 
trrachtnery and personnel in total violation of the code of 
conduct 

The order follows an inquiry into a complaint by a 
candidate for the Arunachal ^st parliamentary con¬ 
stituency, Mr Chan Khonk Manpoong. 

POLITICS 

Marathwada University Rechristened 

N January 14,1994, the Governor of Maharashtra, Mr 
P.C. Alexander, issued an ordinance renaming the 
Marathwada University at Aurangabad as Dr Babasaheb 
Atrtbedkar Marathwada University. The renaming has 
taken place 15 years after both the Houses of the State 
legislature had passed resolution, approving the proposal 
of the executive committee of the University. 

It has also been decided to upgrade the sub-centre of 
the university, at Nanded, to full-fledged varsity and 
rename it after Swami Ramanath Tirth, a prominent figure 
who fought for the Liberation of Marathwada from the 
Nizam rule, soon after independence. 

The upgradation of the sub-centre was one of the 
demands of those who had been opposed to the renaming 
of the Marathwada University. 

The demand to re-name the University was first 
raised, on June 26,1974, by the Marathwada Republican 


Vidyarthi Singh. The then Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
Mr V.P. Naik, had given assurance that cxk of the two 
universities—^the Marafftwada University or the Maraffi- 
wada Agriculture University—-will be ermsidered for re¬ 
naming. Till 1977 the i»ue did not come to the fore. 

On May 1,1977, the militant wing of the Dalit move¬ 
ment in Maharashtra, the Dalit Panthers, raised the issue. 
Huge morchas were taken out and the council members 
were gheraoed. Under this circumstances the council 
adopted a resolution, calling for the re-naming of the 
University after Dr Ambcdkar. 

In July 1978, Mr Sharad Pawar became the Chief Min¬ 
ister of Maharashtra. Under his leadership both the 
Houses of Maharashtra Legislature passed the resolution 
to rename the Marathwada University. This sparked off a 
major crisis. The Vidyarthi Kriti Samiti, led by Mr 
Govindbhai Shroff, led the anti-renaming agitation. Seven 
persons were shot dead in police firing and the govern¬ 
ment was forced to beat a hasty retreat. 

The matter rested till a Dalit leader, called Gautam 
Waghmare, self-immolated himself in November 1983. 
This resulted in the movement, to re-name the university, 
to again become active. The government ultimately n*- 
named the university on January 14,1994. 

Violence, rioting follow the re-naming: The police 
had to clamp curfew in the several parts of Marathwada, 
as tlie bandh call given by the Shiv Sena, to protest against 
the re-naming of the Marathwada University, turned 
violent. Several railway stations and buses were torched 
by the protestors. Two persons were killed in police firing 
in Beed district, about 150 km from Aurangabad. 

On January 21 a call was given for the "Maharashtra 
Bandh" by Shiv Sena. Life was totally paraly.sed in Bom¬ 
bay due to bandh. However, itpassed-off peacefully. 

BUSINESS & TRADE 

India makes strong impact at WEF 

I NDIA made a strong impact at the six-day annual meet¬ 
ing of the World Economic Forum, held in Davo.s, Swit¬ 
zerland. The Indian delegation was lead by Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao. He was assisted by Com¬ 
merce Minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee and Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra, Mr Sharad Pawar. 

The quality of Indian industry's participation was 
also improved as compared to last time. There were three 
Indian representatives namely, Mr Rahul Bajaj, Mr Jam- 
shyd Godrej and Mr A. Singh. The improved presence of 
Indian industry attracted as many as 27Q business leaders 
against an expected list of 150. 

According to an Indian spokesman, the Davos meet¬ 
ing confirmed to the world investing community that 
India was a large market and serious about carrying out 
furdier economic reforms, in order to attract more foreign 
investment. 

The most significant aspect of the Davos meet was 
that India's problems in Kashmir or elsewhere did not 
cause any concern to the foreign investors. India's politi- 




CnMAROI'94 COMPETITION MASTER 




;al stability is also no longer in doubt. 

Even though the Pakistani Prime Minister, Ms Benazir 
3hutto, did raise the Kashmir issue during one of the 
lessions, not many, foreign companies were either con- 
:emed or influenced by her statements. 

Speaking at the valedictory session Mr Rao strongly 
lefended the concept of mixed economy, as is practised in 
ndia. He said that the middle path or mixed economy 
•aved the country from "political submission and 
>conomic dependence". 

Prime Minister Rao also ruled out rushing through 
he process of economic reforms, saying that governments 
lad no right to plunge large chunks of their people into 
nass misery. However, he assured that neces.sary legisla- 
ive measures to bring the laws in tune with the liberal 
Konomic regime would be taken. 

WEF is a premier global foundation in Switzerland. It 
wrings together leaders from business, government and 
he sciences for economic and .social progress. It offers an 
mportant opportunity for ail countries to put across the 
lolicies and elicit sup^irt for investment, technology and 
ncreased volume of trade. Prof Klaus Schwab is the 
.^resent President of WEF. 

INDIA-MYANMAR 

Fwo pacts signed 

N January 21,1994 India and Myanmar signed two 
landmark agmements on resumption of border trade 
md increasing people-to-peoplc contacts along the bor- 
icr. This was the first major inter-action between the two 
leighbours, since September 1988 uprising in Myanmar 
ind the subsequent take-over of tht* military Junta. 

Both agreements are expected to give a fillip to the 
.•conomic development of the areas along the internation- 
i! border and help keep firm check on the in.surgencies 
md drug trade. The border trade is expected to benefit the 
lorth-eastern States of India. Trade routes between the 
.wo countries had been curtailed since 1947. 

The trade agreements would be valid for two years 
ind would come into force from a date to be mutually 
tgreed by the two sides. 

INDIA-BANGLADESH 

Agreement for repatriation of Chakmas 

NDIA and Bangladesh have at last reached an agree¬ 
ment to repatriate 56,000 Bangladeshi Chakma tribal 
^fugees, sheltered in six south Tripura camps since the 
7asteight years. The first batch of 401) refugee families was 
:o be repatriated on February 15,1994. 

It is expected that the repatriation of tltc refugees 
•vould usher-in a new era in the Indo-Bangladesh rela- 
;ions. 

INDIA NEXT BIG MARKET ; 
SURVEY 

CCORDING to a study, titled "Consumer Marketing 
in India", India is pois^ to become the world's next 


consumer market power house. The study was carried out 
by The Economist group's Economist mtelligence Unit 
(ElU) and the Marketing and Research Group (MARG). 

The study says that the reforms, introduced by the 
Goyemment in 199], have enabled India to build its 
foreign exchange reserves, reduce inflation and improve 
comf>etition and efficiency. As a result, there has been a 
sharp rise in incomes and private consumption, especially 
among India's growing middle and affluent class. The per 
capita real GDP growth has increased at twice the rate in 
the previous decade, from 1.4 per cent to 3.6 per cent. 
Private consumption in 1991 is estinuited at Rs 3,95330 
crore —a 14 per cent rise over previous year and a four¬ 
fold increase over 1981. 

PRE-BUDGET HIKES 

LPG cylinder price raised 

T A 71TH effect from January 11,1994, the price of domes- 
VV tic Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) was raised 
sharply by Rs 15 per cylinder, following reduction of 
subsidy on it. However, responding to representations of 
various organisations, the hike was decreased to Rs 10 per 
cylinder. 

Simultaneously, the government has also reduced the 
import duty on LPG from 85 per cent to 25 per cent. This 
step was taken to boost the parallel marketing of gas. 

With the increase in price of LPG, the public sector oil 
companies are expected to mop up an additional Rs 283 
cron*. This would be passed on to reduce the oil pool 
account deficit. 

Hike in Petrol, Diesel Prices 

O N February 1,1994 the government hiked the prices 
of Motor %irit (MS), High Speed Diesel (HSD) and 
Light Dic.sel Oil (LDO). While KG or petrol prices have 
been increased by Re one per litre, HSD and LDO prices 
have bevn increased by Re 0.75 per litre. 

The hike will help mop up more than Rs 2300 crore 
additional revenue in a full year. With this, the oil pool 
account is expected to show a surplus by the end of 
1993-94 financial year. 

Hefty hike in PDS price of wheat and rice 

T o contain the mounting food subsidy bill, the govern¬ 
ment has increased the price of wheat supplied 
through the Public Distribution System (PDS) by 72 paise 
per kilogram and that of rice by Re 1 to Rs 1.30 per kg. The 
price of sugar has also been increased by 75 paise per kg. 

The revi.sed prices are: Rs 402 (from Rs 330) per quin¬ 
tal for wheat; Rs 537 (from Rs 437) per quintal for commem 
variety rice; and Rs 617 (from Rs 497) for fine variety rice. 

CONSTITUTION 

Land Laws in Ninth Schedule 

I N a far reaching move the Uni«m Cabinet has recom¬ 
mended that the land reform laws should be included in 
the ninth Schedule of the Constitution. Laws incorporated 
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under the ninth Schedule, cannot be challenged on 
grounds of violation of fundamental rights. 

The proposal seeks to include 27 land reform laws, 
mainly pertaining to State law.s, in the ninth Schedule. 

Drade Unions Act, 1926 to be amended: The Union 
Cabinet has also cleared proposals to amend the Trade 
Unions Act. The amendments are aimed at reducing mul¬ 
tiplicity of trade unions, bringing about internal di.s- 
cipline, promoting internal leadership and facilitating the 
orderly growth and regulation of the unions. 

1984 RIOTS 

Panel for action against indicted leaders 

A nine-member panel, headed by Mr Justice (Retd) R.S. 

Narula and constituted by the newly-elected BJP 
government in Delhi, has recommended police action 
against some senior Congress leaders who had been in¬ 
dicted for their alleged complicity in the November 1984 
riots in Delhi, by the Jain-Aggarwal Committee. 

The Jain-Aggarwal Committee had recommended 
registration of police cases against 29 erring persons, in¬ 
cluding former Union Minister, Mr II.K.L. Bhagat, and 
tenior Congress MP, Mr Sajjan Kumar. 

Loans to '84 riot victims waived: The Centre has 
decided to write off loans upto Rs 25,000, advanced to the 
1984 riot victims. The outstanding interest will also be 
waived. The decision has been taken on recommendation 
of the committee cortstituted by the government in May, 
1992. The Punjab government had also bt‘en pleading to 
grant such concessions. 

BHOPAL GAS TRAGEDY 

International Panel's Report 

T he preliminary finding of the International Medical 
Commission on Bhopal were presented on January 24, 
1994. The 15-member commission, after a 12-day clinical 
study, has reported of long-term damage to the brain in 
the survivors of the Bhopal gas disaster. A large number 
of people are reported to have impaired memory, loss of 
motor coordination and certain neurotoxic changes. 

The study has also noted that the survivors are dying 
at a rate considerably higher than that of people elsewhere 
in India. The carbide gas has damaged the immune sys¬ 
tem of the survivors and made them vulnerable to dis¬ 
eases, the commission said. 

The commission was set-up following the recommen¬ 
dations from the Permanent People's Tribunal, a body 
before which survivors of industrial disasters from 13 
Asian countries had testified two years back. 

ELECTRICITY 

Energy Corrunission Favoured 

T he draft report, prepared by the National Develop- 
nu:nt Council (NDC) committee on power, has recom- 
memded for setting-up an Energy Commission of the level 
of a Cabinet Committee to evolve a long-term policy 


strategy at the national level. The committee was headed 
by Mr Sharad Pawar. Other recommendations were: 

■ Prime Minister should be the Chairman of the 
Commission. 

■ State Electricity Boards (SEB) should be brought 
under the Companies Act. 

■ SEBs .should tap capital markets for resources. 

■ All new power projects should be set in private or 
joint sector. 

■ Autonomy should be given to the Central 
Electricity Authority. 

■ Single window clearance for power projects. 

■ Electrical appliances should be bound by Energy 
efficiency standards. 

SEMINARS 

Sixth Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Seminar 

HE nine-day, sixth Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Seminar inaugurated by the Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Roo on January 17, 1993 at New I>.’lhi. It was 
attended by about 125 delegates, .55 from abroad and the 
rest from the Parliament and the State legislatures. The 
seminar discussed the role of the Parliamentary system, 
reforms to sent contemporary changes. Parliament and 
the Press, working of the committee system and the role 
of the presiding officers and the opposition. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

New Safeguard pact for Tarapur 

I NDIA will soon be signing a new safeguard agreement 
on Tarapur nuclear station, with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

India’s Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) Chairman, 
Dr R. Chidambaram said that India had voluntarily of¬ 
fered to place the larapiir reactors and the fuel reprocess¬ 
ing plant under lAl'.A safeguards "to demonstrate to the 
world that we have no intention of using the reproce.ssed 
plutonium for anything other than running the power 
station". 

DrChidambaram added that Indian nuclear scientists 
were all set to keep the two US built reactors, at Tarapur, 
going for another 15 years, using indigenously made 
mixed-oxide (MOX) fuel. Reports that MOX is expensive 
and cannot bo used for generating commercial electricity 
are nothing but part of "disinformation" campaign, he 
said. 

LAW AND ACTS 

Mines Act Amended 

N January 25,1994. the President, Dr Shankar Dayal 
Sharma promulgated the Mines and Minerals 
(Regulation & Development) Ordinance, 1994, thereby 
amending the Mines and Minerals (Regulation and 
Development) Act, 1957, The highlights of the amend- 
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ment aie: 

■ The Act will now be in line with the new national 
mineral policy. 

■ Restrictions on foreign equity holding in mining 
have been removed. 

■ More powers have been given to die State govern* 
ments. 

■ More stability has been provided to tenure in min¬ 
ing bases. 

■ The amendments also seek to accelerate inflow of 
private capital as also the state-of-the-art technology. 

■ Apart from atomic and fuel minerals, now only 
eleven minerals have been left, in the first schedule, for 
which prior approval is required. 

Ordinance to amend Banking Act 

N February 1, 1994, the President, Dr S.D. Sharma, 
promulgated an ordinance to amend the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949, raising the ceiling on voting rights 
of a shareholder in a banking company, from the present 
level of one per cent of the total voting rights to 10 per 
cent This will facilitate the entry of the private sector 
banks. 

RESERVATIONS 

Gujarat first State to accept SC verdict 

G ujarat has becomti the first State in the country to 
formally accept the Supreme Court verdict on Man- 
dal Commi.ssion recommendations, providing for reser¬ 
vations in government job.s for Other Backward 
Communities (OBCs). 

The prufessiondl institutions, such as engineering and 
medical colU'ges, will now have 17 }5er cent more reserved 
seats. However, Chief MinisterChimanbhai Patel clarified 
that the number of seats available for the general category 
would not decrease. Number of seats in the professional 
colleges are being increased to accommixiale the rtserved 
category candidates. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

NATO 

Doors opened to East Europe 

A t a summit in Brussels, on January 10, 1994, the 
16-member North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) took a historic decision to open the door to mem¬ 
bership fur Fast European State.s. 

As a first step, the countries of Eastern Europe will be 
offered military cooperation. The admission will be in 
phases stretching from three to five years. 

A US^ponsored "partnership for peace" plan was 
also adopted to build closer military lin^ with ail former 
Soviet bloc countries, includir^ Russia. 

(For details sec Special Feature 11 on page 633) 


US-RUSSIA SUMMIT 

Agreement to stop aiming N-missiles at 
each other 

HE us President, Mr Bill Clinton mid the Ru^ian 
President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, signed an agreement on 
January 13, 1993, at Moscow, agreeing to stop aiming 
long-range nuclear missiles at each other. This ended a 
decades-long Cold-war stand-off. 

The agreement has been termed as a major stq> in 
ending the Cold War era and another indication of the 
"ushering-in of a period of stability". 

The agreement, however, is largely symbolic, since 
the missiles could be re-aimed in minutes, if necessary. 
But, it would certainly ease cold war-era anxieties 
among people, who lived with the fear of a nuclear 
holocaust. 

The Clinton-Yeltsin summit was the third meeting 
between the two leaders and it came after a difficult year 
in Russia in which Mr Yeltsin used tanks to overcome 
opponents, who defied his order to disband the Parlia¬ 
ment. This was followed by the rise of the ultra¬ 
nationalists and communists in the December i993's 
parliamentary elections. 

For fYesident Clinton there were two major concerns 
to look into. First, keeping up the pace of economic 
reforms, to erase the legacy of communalism and second, 
to quietly prepare for the day when President Yeltsin is 
not in power. 

However, President Clinton is saddled with a big 
budget deficit and was not in a position to offer a lot 
money to deal with Ru.s.sia's hardships. Compared to an 
aid of $ 2..5 billion in 1993, President Clinton is not in 
position to offer more than $ 1 billion. 

Thus, the summit was not much successful in estab¬ 
lishing ways to bolster Russia's economy and merge it 
with the world market. 

Accord on Ukraine N-arms: On January 14,1994 the 
agreement to scrap Ukraine's ex-Soviet atomic weapons 
wa.s finalised between I Yesident Clinton,lYesident Yeltsin 
and President Kravchuk of Ukraine. The accord calls for 
the dismantling of world's third largest nuclear arsenal, 
with 176 missiles and more than 1,500 warheads, and 
transfer of the key components to Russia "in the shortest 
possible time". The 46 SS-24 strategic missiles, the most 
.sophisticated w'eapons, are to be de-activated within next 
ten months. 

In exchange, for dismantling of the missiles, Ukraine 
will get massive economic and technical aid from USA. 
Besides, Russia will write-off the huge debt of more than 
$ 30 billion, owned by Ukraine to Russia fcH* supply of gas 
and oil. Also, gas and oil will be sold by Russia to Ukraine, 
at concessional rates in future. 

india^Pakistan urj^ed to join N-convention: At the 
end of the summit. President Clinton and President 
Yeltein signed a joint statement on non-proliferation of 
mass-destruction in the world and urged India and Pakis- 
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tan to join the treaty on global ban on nuclear tests. They 
also appealed to the two countries to participate in the 
multilateral talks on transforming the sub-continent into 
a nuclear-free aone. 

India reacted cautiously to the proposal. India, how¬ 
ever, unequivocally turned down the suggestion that the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) be extended indefinitely 
and unconditionally in the present form. According to 
India ttiere is a need to alter NPT on non-discriminatory 
lines. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Clinton-Assad meet 

N January 16,1994, President Bill Clinton of USA met 
the Syrian President Hafez Al-A.ssad in a summit 
meeting at Geneva. It is hoped that the meeting will give 
impetus to the Middle East peace talks. 

The main issues discu.ssed were: 

■ The Syrian-lsraeli part of the Middle East peace 
process. Syria wants that USA should pressurise Israel to 
withdraw from Golan Heights. The USA says it is uptc 
Syria and Israel to negotiate bilaterally. 

■ Syria conveyed that Israel should commit itself to 
a total pullout from the Golan Heights before going in for 
the peace agreement. Syria was reluctant to Israel's 
demand for open borders, free trade and full embassies. 

■ USA raised the issue of support of Syria for radical 
Palestinian and Lebanese Shi'ite groups. USA classifies 
some of these groups as terrorists. Syria claims that these 
groups arc legitimate groups fighting the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion. However, US made it clear that unle.ss Syria 
withdrew support to these groups it would not bo pos¬ 
sible to withdraw Syria from list of countries supporting 
terrorism. 

■ The role that United States might play in security 
arrangements under an eventual Syria-lsrael peace agree¬ 
ment was also discussed. USA agreed that it could send its 
forces as jjeace-keepers at Gotan. 

■ The meeting was a symbolic gesture that USA can¬ 
not ignore Syria in its Middle Ea.st peace policy. 

■ 'The USA agreed to another summit in December 
1994 when Mr Assad agreed not to boycott the next round 
of Middle East peace talks. 

The Israel-Syria talks resumed on January 24. Setting 
the stage for resumption of talks, Israel's chief negotiator, 
Mr Itamar Rabinovich, .said that peace with Syria will 
require territorial concessions. He further added that 
"these are not going to be minor concessions". 

However, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel has 
said that any substantial Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights will be decided by a popular referendum. 

AFGHANISTAN 

Civil War once again 

T A rlTri no major leader willing to climb down from his 
VV extremist stance, the people of Afghanistan have 


on(» again been forced to bear the fighting between the 
rival factions. In the first week of January fighting broke 
out between the three principal militias led by Gubuddin 
Hekmatyar, Rashid Dostam and Ahmed Shah Masood. 
The immediate provocation was the break in relationship 
between Masood and Oostam. 

According to Mr Hekmatyar the war could stop only 
if the following demands are met: 

■ Resignation of President Rabbani followed by 
resignation of Mr Hekmatyar from the post of Prime Min¬ 
ister. 

■ Replacement of piesent government witti an inter¬ 
im set-up. 

■ Raising of a national army within six months after 
all Afghan parties surrender ttieir arms and ammunition 
to the defence ministry. 

■ Holding of general elections as soon as the national 
army came in place. 

Meanwhile more that 20,000 Afghan refugees have 
poured into Pakistan. Gn January 12,1993 the rival faction 
had agreed to a one-day ceasefire, that was extended by 
one more day, thus making it possible for the foreign 
diplomats, UN personnel, foreign aid workers, women, 
children and wounded persons to leave the war-ravaged 
Kabul city. Most countries, including India, have vacated 
their mi.ssions in Kabul. 

After the Stiviet ivithdrawal several external forces 
had been trying to manipulate the politics and create 
spheres of influence among the tribal communities. This 
resulted in intensification of rivalries. Several countries, 
including Pakistan, tried to play a mediatory role which 
resulted in in.stallation of a government that did not enjoy 
the support of the nujority of the Afghan people. Each 
grbup is now trying to gain unilateral control over the 
country. 

USA 

President Clinton's plan of reforms 

I N his state of the Union address to a joint session of the 
Congress, President Bill Clinton unveiled far reaching 
reforms that include health care for all, limiting welfare to 
a maximum of two years, ban on assault weapons, tough 
legislation on crime, including imprisonment for life for 
those who commit three violent crimes, and restoration of 
traditional family values. 

On foreign policy he promised immediate efforts to 
secure a comprehensive nuclear te.st ban. He also pledged 
support for democratic renewal, human rights and sus¬ 
tainable development all around the world. He also 
pledged support for Russian reforms. 

Report holds Reagan guilty in Iran-Contra 
scandal 

HE final 566-page report of the independent 
prosecutor, Mr Lawrence E. Walsh, has concluded that 
the former US President, Mr Ronald Reagan "knowingly" 
participated in the cover-up of the 1986 Iran-Contra scan- 
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dal, though tftere is no credible evidence to suggest that 
he violate any criminal statute. 

The report has also questioned former President 
George Bush's decision, in 1992, to pardon former defence 
Secretary Casper W. Weinberger and five other Iran-Con¬ 
tra hgures. According to the report, it served no public 
purpose. 

While some Americans feel that Mr Reagan and Mr 
Olivar North had done the right thing in trying to get back 
American hostages, the others dwell on the illegal acts of 
arming Contras against the express wishes of the Con¬ 
gress as well as lying to the Congress, when exposed. 

Sanctions on China Eased 

U NDER pressure from the American Space Industry, 
the US has lifted the ban on the sale of commercial 
.satellites to China. The ban had been enforced in August 
1992, in retaliation to China's alleged sale of M-11 missile 
technology to Pakistan. The ban was imposed under the 
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). 

Meanwhile the Treasury Sccretaiy of USA, Mr Lloyd 
Bentsen ruled out any possibility of separating the US 
concern for human rights from US trade with China. He 
stressed tne importance of promoting market reform and 
trade in China, which he said "can be the engine of politi¬ 
cal change". I le said that the Chinese had made progress 
on human rights i.ssues, but warned that then; was more 
to be done. 

NUCLEAR ISSUE 

Pakistan not to bargain with US 

T he Koreign Minister of Pakistan, Sardar Ascef Ahmed 
Ali, said on January 23, 1994 that Pakistan will not 
succumb to any pressure to "roll back, freeze or cap" its 
nuclear programmes to impnwe relations with USA. lie 
also ruled out the possibility of Islamabad signing the 
nuclear non-proliferation treaty, unless India also agreed. 

Envoy to US decries IWsslcr law: Pakistan's new 
ambassador to the USA, Ms Malccha LexJhi, has attacked 
the Pressler Amendment, describing it as a "structural 
impediment" to the' nuclear non-proliferation. She said 
the amendment, under which the US has suspended its 
economic and military aid to Pakistan in 1990, has turned 
out to be counter-productive. 

In October 1990 the US had suspended its aid to 
Pakistan in protest against the latter's nuclear weapons 
programme. US had also stopped the delivery of F-16 
aircraft for which Pakistan had paid $ 600 million in 
advance. The American aid to Pakistan, in 1980s, was 
about $ 650 million a year. 

Under the Pressler Amendment, the President of USA 
has to give in writing to the US Congress that Pakistan is 
neither manufacturing nor is in possession of one, 
Without Hiis US aid cannot go to Pakistan. In 1990, the 
then US President, Mr George Bush, did not do so, result¬ 
ing in suspension of the aid. 


RUSSIA 

Gaidar's resignation a setback for reforms 

O N January 18,1994, Russia was engulfed in a fresh 
political crisis when Deputy Prime Minister, Mr 
Yegor Gaidar resigned. He was the architect of the "shock- 
therapy" economic reforms. Mr Gaidar had disagreed 
with some of the latest economic decisions of the govern¬ 
ment and alleged that several decisions had been taken 
without even informing him. He specifically referred to 
the decision of the government to merge die monetary 
systems of Russia and Belarus and the announcement of a 
project to build a new Parliament building costing $ 500 
million. 

In the December elections Mr Gaidar's party, Russia's 
Choice, which is widely identified with a radical brand of 
economic reform, could secure barely 18 per cent of the 
votes. Under the circumstances it is not pc».sible for Mr 
Yeltsin to push the economic reforms with the earlier zeal 
as the Russian people did not give support for the same. 
Since Mr Gaidar was for continuation of the "shock 
therapy", the conflict was imminent. 

Defending his decision Mr Gaidar said he could not 
"continue to be member of the government and be op¬ 
posed to it at the same time". 

Russia's Finance Minister, Mr Boris Fyodorov and 
Social Security Minister, Ms Ella Pamfilova, the only 
woman in the cabinet, also resigned. Both were sup¬ 
porters of Mr Gaidar. 

With the resignation of the key reformist members, 
the Pragmatist Wing, led by Prime Minister Victor Cher¬ 
nomyrdin, has become stronger. Although President 
Yeltsin has assured to continue the "shock Bierapy", 
Russia's economic course is bound to undergo changes. 

JAPAN 

Diet okays reform bills 

T he Prime Minister of Japan, Mr Morihiro Hosokawa, 
saved his leadership and the government on January 
29,1994 when Diet okayed his political reforms bills just 
few hours before the deadline set by him. 

Mr Hosokawa had threatened to resign and ask for 
fresh elections, if the bills were not passed. 

The landmark legislation aims at cleaning up the 
political corruption in Japan. The main opposition party, 
the Liberal Democratic Party, had opposed the bills. The 
defection of a number of lawmakers from the ruling coali¬ 
tion had resulted in the defeat of the reform package, on 
the floor of the upper house of Japan, on January 21,1994. 

Mr Hosokawa had promised to reform the political 
coriuption in his election promises. 

The reform bills seek to ban corporate contributions to 
individual politicians and change the system for electing 
the lower house of parliament. 

Under a compromise with the opposition leader, Mr 
Yohiv Kono, the reform bills were passed on January 29, 
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but they are to be enforced only after amendments as 
agreed between Mr Hosoka wa and Mr Kono. The amend¬ 
ment will be made in the next session. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Pak violating rights conventions 

S EVERAL international human rights organisations 
have alleged that while Pakistan is party to die basic 
human rights conventions, its laws are not in conformity 
with the principles stated in ttte treaties. 

Jubilee Campaign and Advocates International of 
Australia, in a report to US House sub-committee, has 
stated of the violation of minority rights in Pakistan. 

. The law of blasphemy has been used against the 
minority groups, especiaUy Christians, to curb their 
freedom of expression and belief. The law on separate 
electorates severely discriminates against minorities 
and deprives them of the full citizenship and voting 
rights. 

Although Pakistan has acceded to the Universal Dec¬ 
laration of Human Rights, its laws violate Article 25 and 
18 of this declaration. 

The report has asked all nations to speak out against 
the violation of fundamental rights and religious litertics 
of religious minorities in Pakistan. 

MEXICO 

Rebellion in Chiapas 

O N January 1, 1994 the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army triggered a rebellion in the poverty ridden 
southern Mexican State of Chiapas. More than 400 people 
were reported killed in clashes between the armed forces 
and the guerillas. However, the government forces were 
able to take control of the areas, forcing the guerillas to flee 
to the mountains. 

The major demand of the rebels is the end to the 
misery of the 3.2 million, mostly indigenous people of 
Chiapas, an impoverished State bordering Guatemala. 
The uprising is also seen as a protest against Mexico's 
free-trade agreement with USA and Canada, that could 
worsen the condition of small farmers. 

The farmers are also afraid of losing their Mayan 
culture and religion to the dominating influence of Chris¬ 
tian missionaries. 

UN 

US for Germany, Japan in Council 


T he USA has indicated that it would like to include 
Japan and Germany as permanent members of the 
Security Council, but not countries like India. 

Since it would be diificult to achieve without giving 
some form of permanent membership to the populous 
developing countries as well, the US is toying with the 
idea of two classes of permanent memrarship—first 
class membership for the present and a second class, 
non-veto permanent membership for the new per¬ 


manent members. 

It is widely believed that US bridles at Indian mem¬ 
bership because it is psychologically conditioned to 
equating Pakistan with India though in terms of popula- 
ticHTi, size of the country, size of the economy and potential, 
there is no comparison at all. 

Unifil's Mandate Extended 

T I-IE UN Security Council has extended the mandate of 
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) for six months till July 31,1994. The force was 
established in 1978, to monitor the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from southern I..ebanon. 

In his report, Secretary-General, Mr Boutros Boutros 
Ghali, said that the situation in southern Lebanon 
remained volatile in last six months. Israel continued its 
bombardment in July and September, 1993, and main¬ 
tained its occupation of parts of southern Lebanon, 
despite rracated calls by the Council for its withdrawal. 
"The Unifil did all it could to limit the conflict and protect 
inhabitants of the area from the effects of violence", he 
said. 

BCCISCANDAL 

US-Abu Dhabi deal 

A CCORDING to the Washington Post, the US has struck 
a deal with the Gulf State ot Abu Dhabi in connection 
with the Bank of Credit and Commerce International 
(BCCI). 

The US prosecutors have agreed not to pursue 
criminal charges against the ruler of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan al-Nahyan, who was the majority share 
holder. In return the royal family has agreed to give up 
claims to $ 400 million, invested in First American Bank 
shares Inc, and to give US investigators access to a key 
witness to the scandal. 

Of the $400 million, one half will go to the US treasury 
and the other to the BCCI depositors worldwide, who lost 
money when the bank was shut in 1991. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Warning of Hungry Times Ahead 

W ORt.D Watch, in its 11th annual look at the World's 
environmental and social conditions, has warned 
that mankind has surpassed the carrying capacity of the 
planet as a result of the population size, consuming pat¬ 
terns and technology choices. 

The report says that the grow'ing pressure on the 
world food resources points to hungry times. Slowed 
growth in the food supplies provides real evidence that 
the biological limits of the earth may have been reached. 

The report adds that family planners, not farmers or 
scientists, hold the key to the future food supplies. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CB: Citizen Band. 

WEF: World Economic Forum. 

AVIATION 

Transponders now mandatory in 
planes 

T O en.sure safe handling of the air 
traffic, the Director-General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has made it 
mandatory for all airlines to install 
'Mode-S' transponder in their 
aircraft, by 1994 end. 

The iastalling of the transponder, 
and the related equipment on 
ground, would make imperative the 
traffic alert and collision avoidance 
system, TCAS-2. It is mandatory in 
the US and is .shortly to be enforced in 
Europe. 

I.A., A-I to be limited companies 

T he government i.s.sued an or¬ 
dinance tm January 29, IO 94 , 
repealing the Air Corporation Act of 
1953, thus opening the way for con¬ 
verting Indian Airlines and Air India 
into limited companies. 

The ordinance also ends the 
monopoly status of the two airlines 
and allows private air taxi operators 
to fly scheduled air .services, after 
procuring requi.site permission from 
the Civil Aviation ministry. 

AWARDS 

Republic Day awards 

F or the second year in running the 
government decided not to confer 
any civilian awards for the Republic 
Day. The decision was taken in view 
of the petitions filed in various 
courts in the country, questioning 
the advisability of conferring such 
awards. 

Bharat Ratna to Netaji 
wididrawn: The government has 
revoked its decision to confer Bharat 
Ratna to Netaji Subhash Chandra 


Bose. The nation's highest honour 
had been conferred jui'ithumnisly on 
Netaji by the V.P. Singh government, 
but was immediately rejected by 
most brancher of the Bose family. 

It was argued that person of 
Nctaji's stature should not have been 
belittled with worldly award.s. 

Ashok Chakra, 1994 

OLONEL Ncclakantan jaya- 
chandran Nair, Commanding of¬ 
ficer of the 16 Maralha Light Bat¬ 
talion has been poxihuiiioualv 
awarded tlu* highest peace time 
award, the Ashok Chakra, for extricat¬ 
ing his men out of an ambush laid by 
the Naga rebels on December 20, 
1993. 

International Gahdhi award, 1994 
R JtHm 1 x.'w of .‘mouth Korea tind 
Dr V. Kkambaram of Madras 
have been given the award for their 
contribution in the field of leprosy 
eradication. 

The award carries R.s one lakh 
and a citation. 

Arjuna awards, 1992 

AIIADUK Pra.sad (athletics), 
Pappu Yadav (wrestling), Mer- 
vyn Fernandes (hockey), Sanjeev 
Singh (archery), Rajendra Prasad 
(boxing), Sandeep Byala (judo) and 
B.S. Bhaskaran (powerlifting) are the 
winners of the 1992 Aquna awards. 

Each award carries a cash prize 
of Rs 50,(XK), a bronze statuette and a 
scroll of honour. 

No .selections wore made for time 
Dronacharya award.s for coaclios. 

Tulsi Samman. 1991-92 

R Chamararam Baghcl, a tradi¬ 
tional iron .sculptor of Basfar, 
Madhya Pradesh, has been selected 
for the award. The award has been 
instituted by the Madhya Pradesh 
Culture Department to honour talent 
in traditional and folk arts. It carrit's a 


cash prize of Rs one lakh and a pla¬ 
que of honour. 

Kalidas Samman, 1992-93 

OTED dramatist and director, 
Mr Badal Sarkar, has been given 
tlic award. The award has be^ in¬ 
stituted by the government of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and carries a cash 
amount of Rs one lakh and a plaque 
of honour. 

14th R.D. Birla Foundation award 

HE award has been given to Dr 
P.M. Bhargava, former director of 
the Centre for Cellular and Molecular 
Biology, Hyderabad. This annual 
award is given to an Indian, for out¬ 
standing research in medical or re- 
iati'd fields. 

Jesse Owens international tto(diy 
HINA'S Wang Junxia, who set 
world records for the women's 
3000 metre and 10,IXK) metre in 1993, 
is tile winner of the 1994 Jesse Owens 
international trophy. The award is 
presented to the athlete who best per- 
.sonifies excellence in afoletic perfor¬ 
mance and promotes sincere 
cooperation and understanding 
among the people of all nations. 

In the 14-year history of the 
aw'ard, Wang is the first Asian to win 
it. 

BOOKS 

Anguish of deprived 

1IIS book is written by Mr 
Lakshmidhar Mishra, director- 
general of the National Literacy Mis¬ 
sion, between 1986 and 1992. The 
book claims that India is now all set 
to take a gigantic step in its bid to 
wipe out illiteracy from every dis¬ 
trict. 

The book says that if India suc¬ 
ceeded in achieving the goals of the 
eighth Five-year plan, me effective 
rafe of illiteracy should rise from the 
present 52.11 per cent to about TO per 
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cent—a level necessary for acquiring 
easy access to several important 
development parameters. 

DAYS; YEARS 

1994: Year of the Family 
994 is being observed by the 
United Nations as the Internation¬ 
al Year of the Family. Alarmed at the 
rapid disintegration of the family, the 
UN is to make efforts, throughout the 
year, to enhance the importance of 
the family and to stress the vitality of 
the basic unit of society. 

• The secretariat for the Interna¬ 
tional Year of the Family (lYF), in 
Vienna, launched the Year with the 
motto, "Family is where the future 
live." At least 102 countries have 
formed coordinating committees for 
the Year and more than 1.7 million 
dollars have been raised for projects 
that will benefit families. 

DEFENCE 

'Akash' test-fired successfully 

N February 5, 1994, the multi¬ 
target surface-to-air missile, 
! AAas/i, was successfully test-fired 
i thus placing India in an exclusive 
three-nation club possessing this 
capability. 

I Akash is meant to be integrated 
I with the multi-target handling prised 
! array radar system, Rajendra. The 
achievement brings India closer to 
i achieving the Gulf war-famed 
American Patriot missile system 
technology. As a state-of-art air 
defence system, Akasit, fitted with 
. multi-warheads, can target four to 
; fiveenemyaircraftandmissiJesatatime. 

' The 650 kg missile has a range of 25 kra 

'Nag' missile tested 

N January 30 and 31, 1994, the 
Research and Development Or¬ 
ganisation (DRDO) successfully con¬ 
ducted four test flights of the 
third-generation anti-tank missile, 
hlag. The tests were conducted using 
a missile carrier track vehicle in the 
user configuration. The trials also 
used the state-of-the-art thermal 
sight, developed by the DRDO. 

The hlag missile is expected to be 
inducted in the Indian army in 1996. 
It has a range of about 4 km and a 
top-attack capability for defeating 


advanced armour. Odter than India, 
only Russia, USA and France have 
the technology to develop this class 
of missiles. 

DISCOVERY 

Mountain on Arabian Sea bed 
found 

NDIAN oceanographers have dis¬ 
covered a new mountain on the 
Arabian Sea bed. Advanced 
bathymetric systems and sonar 
equipment was used to fathom the 
unknown from the depths of the 
oceans around India. 

The new 1505-m high seamount, 
which scientists at the National In¬ 
stitute of Oceanography (NIO), Goa 
have named Raman Seamount, after 
Nobel laureate Sir C.V. Raman, is lo¬ 
cated on the seafloor about 455-km 
west-southwest of Bombay. 

It is the latest in a series of 
seamounts discovered by Indian 
scientists, the first of which was the 
2464 metre high Sagar Kanya 
seamount, found in the Arabian Sea, 
about 560 km west-southwest of 
Cochin, in 1986. 

Presence of polymetallic 
encrustations or phosphorite 
deposits has been reported over 
many of the seamounts in the ocean 
basins. These polymetallic encrus¬ 
tations are sources of strategically 
important metals. 

PERSONS 

Nikhanj, Kapil Dev 

N February 8, 1994, Kapil Dev 
bowled himself into circkel his¬ 
tory on the first day of the third Tret 
against Sri Lanka, played at Ah- 
medabad. When he tcx>k the wicket of 
Hashan Tillekeratne, he became the 
highest wicket-taker in Tret cricket his¬ 
tory. He thus beat tlie record of Sir 
Richard Hadlee of New Zealand, of 431 
wickets. This was Kapil's 130th Test. 

Besides taking 432 wickets in 130 
Tests, Kapil has also hit 5,226 Test 
runs. He wUI always be remembered 
as one of the best all-rounders of 
cricket world. 

Swamigal, Sri 

Chandrasekharendra Saraswati 
HE Paramacharya of the Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetam, the 101-year- 


old Hindu religious leader died on 
January 8,1994. He was cme of the 
greatest saints of this century. 

He was bom on May 20,1894, at 
Villupuram in an orthodox Hoysaia 
Kannadiga family, which had 
migrated to Tamil Nadu many cen¬ 
turies ago. 

On February 13, 1907, heeding 
the call of service to God, he donned 
saffron robes to become the head of 
the mutt. From 1909 to 1914, he learnt 
the Vedas, classics, philosophy, 
Vedanta and several languages. 

PLACES 

Lillehammer 

HIS pleasant, slow-moving little 
town of 24,000 people in Norway 
was host to the 1994 Winter Olym¬ 
pics. 

Lillehammer is a typical Nor¬ 
wegian town, situated where the 
river through Gudbrandsdalen, 
Norway's grandest valley, runs into 
Mjoesa, Norway's largest lake. It was 
founded in 1827, with 50 inhabitants. 

Lillehammer is known for its 
stable winter climate, clean air and 
quality of its daylight. 

RESEARCH 

Bubbles that emit light 

Y passing ultrasound through 
water, scientists at the Indian In¬ 
stitute of Science (IIS) in Bangalore 
have produced gas bubbles that 
dance and emit light when tempera¬ 
tures inside the bubble reach at 
thousand of degrees. 

This astounding phenomenon is 
eventually expected to find diverse 
applications, such as inducing 
ultrafast chemical reactions in liquids 
and initiating nuclear fusion using 
sound waves. 

The phenomenon, incidentally, 
has also confirmed fears that use of 
high intensity ultrasound, in medical 
diagnostics, is potentially harmful to 
the tissues. 

The LEBs are generated inside a 
spherical half-litre glass vessel filled 
with distilled water. The vessel is 
physically in contact with a device 
that generates ultrasound, at a fre¬ 
quency matching the "natural vibra- 
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tion mcxl«" of the water-filled vessel. 
The bubble "dance-and-Ught show" 
begins when the power level of the 
ultrasound and its frequency are just 
right. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Software error hit PSLV launch, 
says study 

CCDRDING to the Failure 
Analysis Committee (FAC), a 
software error In the pitch control 
loop of the onboard guidance and con- 
trd processor led to the hiihire of the 
Polar Satellite Launch \fehiclc (PSLV)'s 
maiden flight. The deficiencies not^ 
were "quite normal" for the first few 
developmental flights of large and 
complex rockets such as the PSLV. 

The PSLV-DI failed after a 
smooth lift-off from the Sriharikota 
range on September 20,1993. 

The FAC confirmed that all the 
major systems which were integrated 
into the PSl.V, both hardware and 
software, and the giant solid booster 
and the liquid propulsion systems 
"worked as planned", and there was 
no lacunae in the rocket's design. The 
committee has recommended rec¬ 
tification of the software error and to 
delay the nulling of the second stage 
by two to 2.5 seconds. 

Preparations for the next 
developmental flight of the PSLV, 
scheduled for the third quarter of 
1994, are now on, after incorporating 
the FAC's recommendatioas. 

Telescope to be installed in Ladakh 
NDIA is poised to become an inter¬ 
nationally important centre for the 
study of astrophysics with the Centre 
sanctioning a design-study for in¬ 
stalling a telescope, at an estimated 
cost of Rs 50 crore, in the Himalayan 
region. 

The project is expected to attract 
astrophysicists from all over the 
world. Tbe telescope will be located 
near Hanle town in southern Ladakh. 

A remote control unit will be in¬ 
stalled at the astrophysics institute in 
Bangalore, to monitor the Himalayan 
observatory through satellite. The 
Himalayan r^on has been chosen 
since picutres taken from a hei^t of 
over 4,000 metres will be absolutely 


clear. 

New observation satellite in 
pipeline 

NDIAN Space scientists are 
designing a new ocean observation 
satellite that will help the country 
boost its annual fishcatch and also 
improve weather forecasts. 

The satellite will monitor Sea 
Surface Temperatures (SST) and 
other ocean data relevant to locate 
fish abundance in the seas off the In¬ 
dian coast. 

The proposed Rs 700 million 
OCEANSAT will help fulfil the long 
felt need of an efficient Indian satel¬ 
lite for observing oceans. At present 
India depends on two American 
satellites to provide ocean-related 
data. 

The OCEANSAT, designed for 
launch on the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) around 1997, will 
have a payload weight of 400 kg. The 
space scientists and oceanographers 
have already finalised the sensor-in¬ 
struments to be deployed on 
OCEANSAT. 

The 60th Shuttle mission 

HE US space shuttle. Discovery 
blasted off on February 3, 1994 
carrying five American astronauts 
and a Russian cosmonaut, on a mis¬ 
sion heralding a new era of coopera¬ 
tion between the two former foe.s, 

The mission is the first, jointly 
staffed mission by the USA and Rus¬ 
sia, since 1975, when Apollo and 
Soyuz crews had shook hands in 
earth orbit. 

No trouble with Hubble 

N December 18, 1994, just five 
days after the space shuttle En¬ 
deavour returned after repairing the 
Hubble telescope, scientists made the 
first test. The Hubble space telescope 
was pointed towards a bright star, 
and the results received were excel¬ 
lent. The earlier blurred blobs have 
now turned into .sharp, clean images 
of galaxies, supernovas and stars. 

The telescope had been troubled 
for nearly four years because of an 
improperly ground mirror and a 
faulty solar array. In a daring space- 
repair mission, the astronauts had in¬ 
stalled the corrective lenses and 


changed the solar array. 

MISCELLANY 

25th Film Festival of India 

HE country's biggest film ex¬ 
travaganza got on to a glittering 
start, on January 10,1994, at Calcutta, 
with cine stars of national and inter¬ 
national repute adding their graceful 
charm to me occasion. This was the 
fourth time that Calcutta hosted the 
festival. 

The Indian fest is now recognised 
as one of the world's top festival by 
the Paris-based International Federa¬ 
tion of Film Producers' Association. 

The highlight of the festival was 
the signature tune, which was a col¬ 
lage of Satyajit Isay's compositions. It 
was made by his son Sandip. 

And now weapons that don't kill 

HEY sound like toys—-bean bags, 
soap bubbles, sticky foam and 
noisemakers—but they may be 
among the most valuable weapons of 
future. In the February 7 i^ue of 
Newsioeck, the Magazine has reported 
that the Pentagon has embarked on 
"the first systematic effort to develop 
non-lethal weaponry in US military 
history". 

Such weapons, most of them ex¬ 
tremely high-tech, may one day 
allow US troops to control md7s, sub¬ 
due gunmen and terrorists and even 
win wars, without killing innocent 
people. 

The catalogue of 'new age' 
weapons, that could revolutionise 
warfare in the next century, or even 
before it, includes the laser rifle, 
electromagnetic pulses, high- 
powered noise generator 
microwaves and chemical com¬ 
pounds. 

The first weapon the Pentagem is 
likely to seek development of, i.s a riot 
gun that would fire tiny bean-bags. 
The projectiles, while safer than rub¬ 
ber bullets, would still be strong 
enough to knock a man down. 

The chemical compounds will 
help create an avalanche of very 
dense soap bubbles that would leave 
anyone caught beneath them unable 
to see, hear or move, although it 
would be possible to breathe. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Thitd National Games 

The third national games were 
inaugurated by President, Dr 
Shankar Dayal Sharma at Pune on 
January 16,1994. A mosaic of dance, 
music and the cultural richness of 
the country was enacted during the 
opening ceremony. Lata Mangesh- 
kar sang the theme song of game, 
which was penned by Gulzar and 
set to music by Hridayenath Man- 
geshkar. Ten thousand school 
children from all over the country 
enthralled the audience with 
Bharatiyam. The show was 
choreographed by Salima Khan. 

The opening ceremony con¬ 
cluded with the arrival of Rajti, the 
friendly tiger, who was the mascot 
of the games. 

The games were declared closed 
on January 25,1994, by Prime Min¬ 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao. The high¬ 
light of the closing ceremony were 
the harvest dances from all parts 
of the country, depicting the diverse 
cultures of the nation. 

The theme of the games was 
National Integration. 

Hosts Maharashtra became the 
proud winners of the Raja 
Bhalendra Singh Trophy for overall 
supremacy. They had surrendered 
the top slot to Kerala in the last 
Games. 

Delhi wen.* second and Tamil 
Nadu took the third spot. 

Maharashtra's Ashok I’andit 
emerged as ihe be.st sporLs-person 
of the Games, with eight gold 
medals and one each of silver and 
bronze. He was awarded the lOA 
Trophy. The Bajaj Trophy for the 
most outstanding sportsman was 
claimed by Tamil Nadu's Seba.stian 
Xavier. 15-year-old tlangalon* swim¬ 
mer, Sajini Shelty, bagged the CiKa- 


Cola International award for the 
best sportswoman. 

Maharashtra's Rajeev Balakrish- 
nan emerged as the outstanding 
athlete in men's event. Shiny Wilson 
was declared outstanding athlete in 
women's section. 

CHESS 

31st National 'A' championship 

International master Pravin 
Thipsay ha.s retained the national 
chess cnhvn. The championship was 
held in Hyderabad. 

CRICKET 

Kapil—highest wicket-taker 
See pagie 704 for detiiils. 
India-Sri Lanka Test series 

First Test: India defeated Sri 
Lanka by an innings and 119 runs 
in the first of the three-Tost Director's 
special series match, played at Luck¬ 
now. Anil Kumbic of India captured 
n wickets for 128 runs (4 for 69 in 
finsl innings and 7 for 59 in second). 

Second Test: India defeated Sri 
l.,anka by an innings and 95 runs 
in the match played at Bangalore. 
Ihe highlight of the match v\’as 
Kapil Dev equalling the 431-wickct 
record of Sir James Richard Hadlee 
of New Zealand. With this victory, 
India clinched the three-Test series. 

Australia-South Africa Test series 

Third Test: Australia defeated 
South Africa by 191 runs in the match 
played at Adelaide. The victory was 
Au.stralia's first in 'li*st against South 
Africa, sinie 1967. The victory also 
enabled Australia to s,ilvage a 1-1 
draw from the series. 

18th Senior National women's 
championship 

A thrilling tie in the first innings 
led to Railways and Madhya 
Prade.sh l)eing declared joint win¬ 
ners. 


HOCKEY 

5th Indira Gandhi International 
Gold Cup for women 

South Korea lifted die trophy by 
defeating India by a solitaty first half 
goal. The South Krean team had been 
runners-up in the last championship, 
in 1992. This year the tournament 
was held at Amritsar. 

TABLE TENNIS 

llth Commonwealth 
Championship 

Eng LAND retained the men's 
crown while Hong Kong retained 
the women's crown. Canada's 
Johnny Huang won the men's 
singles title. Chai Po Wa of Hong 
Kong was the winner of the 
women's singles title. The cham- 
pion.ship was held at Hyderabad. 

TENNIS 

Australian Open, 1994 

St EFFl Graf of Germany easily 
defeated Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario of 
Spain, 6-0, 6-2, to win the women's 
singles title. This was her fourtti 
consecutive Grand Slam title. 

Pete Sampras of USA beat his 
fellow countryman, Todd Martin, 
7-6 (7-4), 6-4, 6-4 to win the men's 
singles title. This was the first 
Australian title for Sampras. 

VOLLEYBALL 

42nd Senior National 
Championship 

Tamil Nadu men won the M.M. 
Joseph memorial trophy by defeat¬ 
ing Indian Railways in the final. 

in the women's final, Indian 
Railways retained the K. 
Sivasubramaniam memorial trophy 
by defeating Tamil Nadu. 

The championship was held at 
Hyderabad. 
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Appointed; Elected Etc 

Umine Zeroual: He has been appointed 
as the new President of Algeria. He replaced 
the unelected five-man presidency, the high 
state committee, which had ruled since the 
cana'Ilation of first muiti-party elections in 
January 1992. The elections were scrapped 
after the now-banned fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front Party had won more 
than 80 per cent of seats in the first round. 

Marlli Ahtisaari: He has been elected 
President of Finland in the first direct presi¬ 
dential elections. 

Mixhisfav Grib: A pro-communist ex¬ 
police official, he has beeen elected 
President of Belarus. 

Cyprim Nlan/amira: He has been elected, 
as the President of Burundi.” 

Jose Ayala Ijissu: He has been nominat¬ 
ed as the first UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. I le is Ecuador's Ambas.sador 
to UN. The post has been created after more 
than 40 years of controversy 

A.M.R. ,Mikc.s.' An I.^S Officer of 19f)9 
batch of Karnataka cadre, he has been 
appointed advistir to the CJcwernor of J & K. 

SM. Munhad: A retired IAS Officer, he 
has been appointed as advisor to j & K 
Ckrvernor. 

Madiwv Manj^almutthi: He has been 
appointed as India's first Ambassador to 


JANUARY 

13—US President Bill Clinton and 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
agree to stop aiming long- 
range mi.ssiles at each other. 

16— Italy's eleventh Parliament is 
dissolved by the President. 

17— Atleast 40 people are killed as a 
severe earthquake jolts .south¬ 
ern California, including Los 
Angeles, in USA. Widespread 
damage is reported. 

20— Sixteen persons, including nine 
BSF men, are killed in terrorist 
violence in Kashmir 'Valley. 

21— Dandh, in protest against 


Soudt Africa. 

Vidya B. Soni: He has been appointed as 
High Commissioner of India to Jamaica. 

Basko Nado Rinchhen: He is the new 
Ambassador of Bhutan to India. 

D.K. Arya; He has been appointed as 
the director-general of the Border Security 
Force (BSF). 

Bimla Bhalla: She is the new director- 
general of Doordarshon. 

D.S. Malhiir: I Ic has been appointed as 
the Chairman of Air India. 

Resigned 

Carlo Ciampi: Prime Minister of Italy. 

Vdjifi Deveslamr: Chairman of Air India. 

Distinc:uished Visitors 

Vaclav Havel: President of 
Czechirslovakia. 

Goh Chok Totij^: Prime Minister of 
Singapore. 

Mrs Mtmi Jakobsen: Deputy Prime 
Minister of Denmark. 

Admiral F.N. Gromov: Commander-in- 
Chief of the Russian Navy. 

Died 

Sri Chandrasekharendra Soraswali 
Stimtigal: Senior saint of the Kanchi mutt. 


renaming of the Marathwada 
University, paralyses life in 
Bombay. 

—Syrian President Assad'.s son, 
seen as his heir apparent, is 
killed in a car crash. 

26— India celebrates 45th Republic 
Day. 

27— 55 miners, trapped inside the 
New Kenda Colliery of the 
Eastern Coalfields Limited, are 
killed as fire engulfs the mines. 

—15 persons are killed in firing, 
allegedly by security forces, in 
Kupwara town of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

31—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 


Rao leaves on a six-day tour to 
Davos and Germany. 

FEBRUARY 

4— USA lifts trade embargo on 
Vietham, thus ending the 19- 
year ban on US trade with 
Vietnam. 

5— Pakistan observes a govern¬ 
ment-sponsored bandh, to 
express solidarity with 
Kashmiri militants. 

—More than 30,000 Youth 
Congress activists gather at 
Wagha border near Amritsar to 
protest against Pakistan's sup¬ 
port to Kashmiri Militants. 

6— The Indian Muslim League 
splits. 

8— Kapil Dev becomes the highest 
wicket-taker in Test Cricket 
history. 

9— Curfew is clamped in Kanpur 
as incidents of arson flare-up 
following killing of former BJP 
corporator in a bomb blast. 

10— Army is called in Kanpur as 
violence further flares. 

11— NATO threatens the Bosnian 
Serbs with airstrikes if they do 
not remove the heavy guns 
being used to pound Sarajevo. 


MILESTONES 

Sudunita Sen: She has been crowned 
Femina Miss India 1994. 

Amartya Sen: A distinguished Indian 
professor of Economics. It has been hinted 
that he mi^t win the next Ndiel Prize for 
economics. 

William Perry: He is the third person 
in a year to be nominated for the post of 
US Ctefence Secretary. 

Sergei Krikalev: Russian cosmonaut, 
he joined five Americans in the historic US- 
Russian space mission aboard the space 
shuttle. Discovery. 

Rupert Murdoch: He is die owner of 
the STAR TV Network. He was recently in 
India to explore the possibilities of increas¬ 
ing the activities of STAR TV in India. 

Bryan Adams: The Canadian singer 
who performed in Bombay in January, 
1994. 


EVENTS 
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The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. What were the aggregate 
sanctions of Financial Institutions 
(FIs) during 1992-93? 

Ans. Rs 31,267 crore, as against 
Rs 23,119 crore in the previous year. 

Q. As per the 26th edition of the 
World Bank Atlas what was India's 
per capita income in 1992? 

Ans. $ 310 as against $ 330 in 
1991. The edition further reports that 
eight of the ten poorest countries in 
the world are in Africa. Mozambique 
is the poorest with per capita income 
of $ ^ in 1992. Ethiopia and Tan¬ 
zania are the second poorest 
countries with a per capita of $ 110 
each. They are followed by Sierra 
Leone, Uganda and Nraal ($ 170 
each), Bhutan 180 and Guinea-Bis¬ 
sau, Malawi and Burundi ($ 210 
each). 

The richest nation in the world, 
in terms of per capita, is Switzerland 
with per capita income of $ 36,230. 
Luxembourg is next, followed by 
Japan, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
Iceland, USA, Germany and Finland, 
in that order. 

Q. What is the new name of the 
European Community (EC)? 

Ans. European Union or the EU. 
.'This is the third time in its 37-year 
history that a new name has been 
adopted. The new name represents 
the long term goal of the community: 
to become a united bloc on foreign 
policy, social issues, banking and 
defence, in addition to its traditional 
concentration on economic integra¬ 
tion. 

Q. Which is the world's biggest 
single market? 

Ans. The European Economic 
Area (EEA) comprising of the 
European Community and the five 
EFTA members. While NAFTA is far 
bigger in terms of area, the EE.A is 
bigger in terms of population, GDP 


and share of World Trade. 

Q. Where was the 25th Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival of India held? 

Ans. Calcutta. 

Q. Who has been awarded the 
Indira Gandhi gold plaque by the 
Asiatic Society? 

Ans. Mr Yasser Arafat, Chair¬ 
man of the Palestine Liberation Or¬ 
ganisation (PLO). 

Q. As per the quick estimates by 
the Central Statistical Organisation, 
what was the GDP growth in 1992- 
93, on the basis of 19TO-81 prices? 

Ans. 4 per cent as against 1.1 per 
cent in 1991-92, At current prices, 
however, the growth rate comes to 
13.8 percent, At 1980-81 prices, GDP 
is estimated at Rs 2,22,089 crore. At 
current prices, the GDP stood at Rs 
6,27,913 crore. 

The national income at 1980-81 
prices showed a rise of 4.2 per cent in 
1992-93. At current prices it grew' by 
14 per cent. 

The per capita income in real 
terms is estimated at Rs 2,216 in 
1992-93 as against Rs 2,167 in 1991- 
92. At current prices it was Rs 6,249 
in 1992-93 as again.st Rs 5,583 in the 
previous year. 

Q. Name the only desert 
sanctuary of India? 

Ans. The Narayan Sarovar 
Sanctuary in Kutch district of 
Gujarat. It is home to the Great In¬ 
dian Bu.stard and Chinkara (Indian 
Gazelle). 

Q. Who was the Chief guest at 
the 1994 Republic Day Celebrations 
of India? 

Ans. Prime Minister of Sin¬ 
gapore, Mr Goh Chok Tong. 

Q. What does the ninth Schedule 
of the Indian Constitution provide for? 

Ans. Laws incorporated in the 
Schedule cannot be challenged on 


the grounds of violation of Fun¬ 
damental Rights. 

Q. What price for levy sugar, for 
supply through the public distribu¬ 
tion system, has been fixed wifh ef- • 
feet from February 1,1994? 

Ans. Rs 9.05 per kg. 

Q. Name the Indian States where 
the prohibition is in force? 

Ans. Gujarat, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Lakshdweep 
and partially in Tamil Nadu. 

Q. What is Citizen Band (CB) 
radio? 

Ans. CB radio is a popular 
means of personal communication 
upto a distance of 1,000 metres. Be¬ 
sides personal communication, CB 
radio can cover activities that in¬ 
clude communication needs of high¬ 
ways, disaster relief operations and 
for special radio-controlled devices 
like garage door openers. 

The government of India has 
recently released 40 channels for the 
use of CB radio. This will herald the 
entry of two-way short distance 
communication in India. > 

Q. Where were the 33rd Open Na¬ 
tional Athletic Championships held? 

Ans. Madras. 

Q. Where was the first-ever All 
India International Students Cul¬ 
tural Festival for Friendship held? 

Ans. University of Pune. 

Q. What amount of foreign ex¬ 
change was earned by India from 
tourism in 1993? 

Ans. $ 1,400.94 million as 
against $ 1,415.09 million in 1992. 
The total arrivals from January to 
December were 17,64,380 as against 
18,67,651 in 1992. 

Q. Name the premier oil explora¬ 
tion company of India which has now 
become a public limited firm? 

Ans. Oil and Natural Gas Com¬ 
mission (ONGC). 
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OftJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below were set in the Assistants 
Grade exam (1992), held on May 2,1993. A set of first 50 
questions was publislwd in Feb '94 issue. 


1. Cube root of 4 :j^ i 

is: 




(«)l| 

(b)l| 

(0 


id) 

4 

- 95.04 
4000 “ 

7 





(a) 0.20376 


(ft) 

0.0Z376 



(c) 0.2706 


(d) 

0.02607 



., (0.5)^+ (0.6)^ 

= 7 




(0.5)2- 

(0.3)+ (0.6)2 





(a) 0.01 

(b) 0.10 

(c) 

1.02 

id) 

1.10 

4. 1 + 1 + 

|1 +!+(! + 

|)} = 

7 



(«) !-■ 


(<■) 

'i 

id) 

'1 

5. Ifl0%( 

af X = 20%. of y then x : y = 

■> 


(fl) 1:2 

(ft) 2:1 

(f) 

2:3 

'id) 

3:2 


6. The a\’crage weight of 8 men is increased by 1.5 
kg when one of the men who weighs 65 kg is replaced by 
a new man. The weight of the new man is: 

(a) 76 kg (b) 76.5 kg (c) 76.7 kg 
id) 77 kg 

7. A train is moving at a speed of 132 km/hour. If 
the length of the train is 110 metres, how long wilt it take 
to cross a railway platform 165 m long. 

(a) 5secs (b) 7.5secs (c) 10.secs 
(d) 15 secs 

8. The average of first 50 natural nos. is: 

(a) 12.25 (b) 2125 (c) 25 

id) 25.50 

9. A car can finish a journey in 10 hours at a speed 
of 48 km/hr. In order to cover the same distance in 8 
hours, the speed of the car must be increased by: 

(fl) 6 km/hr (6) 7.5 km/hr 

(c) 12 km/hr (d) 15 km/hr 

10. The length of the bridge is 130 metres. A train 
travelling at 45 km/hr can cross the bridge in 30 seconds. 
Find the length of the train. 

(fl) 200 m ib) 225 m (c) 245 m 
id) 235 m 

11. A man walking at the speed of 4 km/hr crosses 


a square field diagonally in 3 minutes. The area of the 
field is: 

(fl) 20,000 m^ ib) 25,000 m^ 

(c) 18,000 m^ (d) 19,000 m^ 

12. An electric pump can fill a tank in 3 hours. 

Because of the leakage in the tank, it took 3 - hrs to fill 

the tank. The leak can drain out all the water out of the 
tank in: 

(rt) 21 hrs (fc) 24 hrs (r) 10^ hrs 

(d) 12 hrs 

13. Ram and Ratan can do a work in 12 days. Katan 
and Siidhir in 8 days, Sudhir and Ram in 15 days. Ram 
can alone do the same work in: 

(a) 40 daj's (b) 80 days 

(c) 120 days (d) 160 days 

14. The least number which when divided by 5,6,7 
or 8 leaves the remainder 3 in each case, but when 
divided by 9 loaves no remainder, is: 

(fl) 1677 (b) 1683 (c) 1697 (d) 1703 

15. If 10 men or 18 boys can do a piece of work in 15 
days, then 25 men and 15 boys together will do twice the 
work in how many days? 

(fl) Relays (b) 9days (c) 18days 

(d) 36 days 

16. A can do a piece of work in 15 days and B in 10 
days. B alone works at it for 5 days and leaves it. A alone 
can finish the remaining work in: 

(fl) 7 ^ days (b) 8 days 

(c) 6 ^ days (d) 9 days 

17. The cost price of 12 tables is equal to the selling 
price of 16 tables. The loss per cent is: 

(rt) 15% (b) 20% (c) 25%. (d) 30% 

18. An electric pump was sold at a profit of 15%. 
Had it been sold for Rs 600, the profit would have been 
20%-. The former selling price is: 

(a) Rs500 (h) Rs540 (c) Rs575 

(d) l?s600 

19. A man sells 2 horses at the same price. On one, 
he makes a profit of KTA and on the other, he loses 10"/o. 
On the whole he; 

(a) makes no profit no loss 
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(b) makes a profit of 1% 

(c) suffers a loss of 1% 

(d) suffers a loss of 2% 

20. A man gains WYo by selling a certain article for 
a certain price. If he sells at a doubfe rate, the profit made 
is: 

(a) 20% {b) 60% (c) 100% (d) 120% 

21. A, B and C can do a piece of work in 11 days, 20 
days, 55 days respectively, working alone. How soon can 
the work be done if A is assisted by 6 and C on alternate 
days? 

(a) 10 days (f») 9 days 

(c) 8 days (d) 7 days 

22. In how many years will a sum of Rs 800 at 10% 
p.a. compounded semi-annually become Rs 926.10? 

(fl)2l (fc)l| (c) 2| (d)l| 

23. A sum of money at simple interest becomes two 
times of itself in 6 years. It will become four times in* 

(a) 14 years (b) 12 years 

(c) 18 years (d) 16 years 

24. The rate at which a sum becomes four times of 
itself in 15 years at simple interest is: 

(a) 25% (b) 20% (c) 171% 

(d) 15% 

25. Rahim buys mangoes at the rate of 3 kg for Rs 21 
and sells them at 5 kg for Rs 50. To earn Rs 102 as profit, 
he must sell mangoes: 

(a) 34 kg (S) 52 kg (c) 26 kg (d) 32 kg 

26. The difference in simple and compound interest 
on a certain sum of money in 2 years at 15% p.a. is Rs 144. 
The sum (in Rs) is: 

(a) 6000 (b) 6200 (c) 63000 

(d) 6400 

27. A sum of money at simple interest amount to Rs 
815 in 3 years and to Rs 854 in 4 years. The sum is: 

(a) Rs700 (6) Rs698 

(c) R.S690 (d) Rs650 

28. The difference between tiie circumference and 

22 

radius of a circle is 37 cm (use n = -y)* The diameter of 
the circle is: 

(a) 7 cm (h) 14 cm (c) 33^ cm 

(d) 37 cm 

29. The area of the largest triangle that can be 
described in a semi-circle of radius r is: 

(a) r^ (b) r^ (c) 2i^ (d) 2i^ 

30. The present worth of Rs 169 diie in two years at 
4% p.a. at compound interest is: 

(a) Rs 150.50 (b) Rsl$4.75 

(c) Rs 156.25 (d) Rs 1^.00 

31. The original price of an article is Rs 3000. The 
price is discounted by 20% and then raised by 10%. The 


new price of ttie article is: 

(a) Rs2600 (b) Rs2640 

(c) Rs2700 (d) Rs2760 

32. The radius of a sphere is increased by 50%. The 
increase in the surface area of a sphere is: 

(a) 100% (b) 125% (c) 150% 

(d) 200% 

33. If the radius of a circle is increased by 100%, die 
area is increased by: 

(a) 200% (b) 300% (c) 400% 

(d) 900% 

34. A copper sphere of radius 3 cm is beaten and 
drawn into a wire of diameter 0.2 cm. The length of the 
wire is; 

(a) 9 m (b) 12 m (c) 18 m (d) 36 m 

35. The area of a rectangular field is 144 sq m. If the 
length is increased by 5 cm, its area increases by 40 sq m. 
The length of the field is: 

(a) 12 m (b) 14.4 m (c) 16 m (d) 18 m 

36. Four circles each of radiu.s 'a' are drawn taking 
their centres as the four corners of the square of side '2a' 
so that each circle touches the other two circles. The area 
enclosed by four circles is: 

(a) |a^ (b) |a^ (r) |a^ (d) |a* 

37. The areas of three adjacent faces of a rectangubr 
box which meet at a point are known. The product of 
these areas is equal to: 

(a) the volume of the box 

(b) twice the volume of the box 

(c) the square of the volume of the box 

(d) cube root of its volume 

38. The diagonal of a square field is 110 m. Its area 
is; 

(a) 6050 m^ (b) 12100 m^ 

(c) 6000 m^ (d) 1200 m^ 

39. The area of a square field i.s 576 so km. How long 
will it take a horse to run around it at tne speed of 12 
km/hr? 

(a) 12 hours (b) lOhrs 

(c) 8hrs (iQ 6hrs 

40. The areas of two concentric circles forming a 
ring are 154 sq cm and 616 sq cm. The breadth of the ring 
is; 

(a) 14 cm (b) 28 cm (c) 7 cm 

(d) 21cm 

41. The height and radius of the base of a cone are 
each increased by 100%. The volume of the new cone 
becomes how many times the volume of the original 
cone? 

(a) 8 times (b) 6 times 

(c) 4 times (d) 3 times 

4Z If the volume of a sphere is divided by its surface 
area, the result is 27 cm. The radius of the sphere is: 

(fl) 9 cm (b) 27 cm (c) 81cm 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (&) 2. (&) 3. <d) 4. (fl) 

5. (ft) 

6. (d) Let the average weight of 8 men be x kg 

/. Total weight of 8 men = 8 x kg 
As the man who weighs 65 is replaced by a 
new man, the average weight u increased by 1.5 
kg 

The weight of new man 

= 8(x + l.5)-(8x-65) = 77kg 

7. (b) Speed of the train = 132 km/hr = 132 x 


(d) 243 cm 

43. If die diagonal of a square is doubled to make 
another square, the area of the new square will: 

(fl) become four fold 

(5) become two fold 

(c) become three fold 

(d) remain the same 

44. The surface area of a cube is 600 cm^. The length 
of its diagonal is: 

(a) (b) 10''/3cm 

(d) lO'iS^cm 

45. A single discount equivalent to two successive 
discounts of 10% and t0"^ is: 

(a) 19% (b) 20% (c) 21% (d) 10% 

Q.46-50. The following table shows the production 
of cars in a company from 1980 to 1984. Study it care¬ 
fully and answer the questions given below it. 



46. There was a continuous decrease in the produc¬ 
tion of cars of which of the following types during the 
period 1980-1984? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C id) D 

47. In which year, the production of all types of 
cars taken together was approximately equal to the 
average of the total production during the period 
1980-1984? 

(a) 1980 ib) 1982 (r) 1983 

(rf) 1984 

48. In which year, the total production of cars of 
types B and C together was equal to the total production 
of cars of types D and E together? 

(a) 1981 (b) 1982 (c) 1983 

(d) None of these 

49. The production of which of the following types 
of cars was 30% of the total production of all the types 
produced during the year 1980? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) E 

50. Die percentage increase in the total production 
of all types of cars in 1983 to that in 1980 w.3s: 

(a) 15 (b) 20 (c) 30 (d) 40 


4 JV# , 

= m/sec 

To cross the railway platform, the distance to be 
covered = 110 + 165 = 275 m 

275 

Dme = = 7.5 seconds 

~T 

8. (d) Sum of first 50 natural nos. = 

50(50+1) ...... , . 

----=s 25 X 51 n= no. of numbers 

The average of first 50 natural nos. 

= ^^^ = 25.50 

9. (c) 

10. (c) Let the length of the train be X m 
Speed of the train = 45 km/hr 

= 45 X“ = Y m/sec 


Length of the bridge = 

130 m 




25 

130+ x 

Speed 


'2'^ 

30 

X = 245 m 




5 

11. (a) Speed of man » 4 X-r : 

10 
“ 9 

m/sec 


Length of the diagonal 

10 

9 

x3x60 

= 200m 


Area of the square field = a^ = y = —y- 

» 20000 m^ 

12. (a) Let the leakage can empty the tank in x hrs 

13. (b) Work done by Ram, Ratan & Sudhir, working 

__. . 1,1 1 1 , 11 

together, in one day = ^ + g + -jg) = ^ 

Ram's one day's work = ^ ” g ® ^ 
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Ram alone will do the work in 80 days 

14. (b) L.CM.of5,6,7,8 = 840 

840 X1 + 3 = 843 which is not divisible by 9 
840 X 2 + 3 =* 1683 which is divisible by 9 

15. (b) Work done by 10 men ini days work done by 18 

boys 

25 

Work done by 25 men = work done by 18 x— 

= 45 boys 

(25 men -t-15 boys)'s work = 45 + 15 

= 60 boys' work 

18 boys can do a piece of work in 15 days 
60 boys will do twice of the work in 2 x - 

= 9 days 

16. (a) D’s 5 days'work = X 5 =-^ 

1 1 

Remaining work = 1 - ^ ^ 

A alone will do the remaining work in 15 x^ 

= 7 ^ days 

17. (c) I-el the S.P. of a table be Re 1 

S.P. of 12 tables = Rs 12 

C.P. of 12 tables = S.P. of 16 tables = Rs 16 


Loss= 16- 12 = Rs4 


Loss% = “■ X100 = 25 
16 


18. (c) S.P. of an electric pump = Rs 600, Profit = 20% 

600x100 „ 

Profit = 15% 

The former S.P. = —- 

19. (c) 20. (d) 

21. (c) Work done by three of them in 2 days 

» 1 1 1 1 
= 2Xj^+ 20 + 55*4 
1 1 1 

Their one day’s work *X= o 

The work can be done in 8 days 

22. (b) 23. (c) 24. (b) 

25. (a) C.P. of 1 kg of mangoes = ^ = Rs 7 

S.P. of 1 kg of mangoes = — = Rs 10 

By selling 1 kg of mangoes he gains = Rs 10 - 7 

= Rs3 


To earn profit of Rs 1(X2, he must sell mangoes 

"•y = 34kg 

(d) 27. (b) 28 <fl) 

(a) The base of the largest triangle that can be in< 
scribed in a semicircle of radius 'a' 

= Diameter = 2r 

Height of the triangle = r 

1 2 

Area of the triangle = “X2rXrxrsq units 

(c) Present worth = 169 + (1 + ■”) ^ = Rs 156.25 

(b) New price of the article = 3000 (1 - (1 + -~) 

= Rs2640 

(b) 33. (b) 

(d) Let the length of the wire be i cm 

Ji (-y)^ X / = ^- n (3)^ I -■= 3600 cm = 36 m 

Jm S.' 

id) 

(tf) Area of a square = (2n)^ = 4a^ sq units 

A r . 90 22 2 11 2 

Area of a sector = x — x a = ~ a sq units 

11 22 

Area of 4 sectors = 4 x —- - — a^ sq units 
14 7 

22 6 

Area enclc«ed by four circles = 4a*' - ~ a^ = — 

(c) The areas of three adjacent face.s of a rectangular 
box are /b, bli and hi 

Product = 11^ X bh X hi = (Ibh)^ = V" = (Volume)^ 

(a) Area of a square = 

= 6050 sq m 

(c) 40. (c) 

(a) Volume of a cone = ^ itr^ h 

(c) 43. (a) 

(c) Surface area of a cube = 6/^ = 600 1 = 10 cm 

The length of the diagonal of a cube = I 

= 10 V3 cm 

Let the price of the article be Rs 100 
Value after two successive discounts 

Single equivalent discount = 100 - 81 = 19 
19 

Discount % = ;X100 = 19 
IvX) 

(c) 47. (d) 48. (a) 49. (a) 

(b) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


The following questions were set in the Sj^ial Class Rail¬ 
way Apprentices examination held in fuly '9o. 

Wc are gratfful to Sltri Rajarshi Sikdar of Calcutta and 
many of our other estcctned readers for sending tluve questions 
to us. 

1. The country tradilionaJly known for its neutrality is 

(a) Norway (b) Sweden 

(c) Switzerland (d) Luxemburg 

2. The “drain theory" was advocated by 

(a) Dadabhai Naoroji 

({)} Ramesh Chandra Dutt 

(c) Surendranath Banerjee 

(d) BalGangadharTilak 

3. Given below are two statements one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A): The growth of rice plant is better when 
it is cultivated along with blue-green algae. 

Reason (R): Blue-grcon algae increases the soil fertility 
through nitrogen fixation. 

In the context of the abow tm) statements which one of the 
following is correct^ 

(rt) Both A and R an* true and R i.s the airn'ct ex¬ 
planation of A 

{b) Both A and R arc true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A IS false but R is true 

4. Match List 1 W'ith List II and select the correct 
answer using the codes given below the lists 


Listl 


List II 

{Countries) 


(Names of Intcrnati 



Airlines) 

A. Australia 


1. KLM 

B. USA 


2 Qantas 

C. Netherlands 


3. Garuda 

D. Indonesia 


4. TWA 

Codes: 



A B 

C 

D 

(fl) 2 4 

1 

3 

ib) 2 3 

4 

1 

(c) 1 4 

2 

3 

(d) 3 2 

1 

4 


5. The most important feature in the Community 
Development Programme is: 

(d) migration of rural people to urban areas 

(b) peoples' participation 
(fj providing relief during emergency 
{a) land revenue collection 

6. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) All enzymes are proteins 


i b) All proteins are enzymes 
c) Some enzymes are proteins 
a) Only bacterial enzymes are not proteins 

7. The main leaders of the Swarajist Party were: 

(a) Vithalbhai J. Patel and Dr Ansari 

(b) M.N. Roy and Muzaffar Ahmad 

(c) Motilal Nehru and C.R. Das 
{a) B.R. Ambcdkar and P.C. Joshi 

8. The most widely consumed cereal in India is; 

(fl) Barley (b) Sorghum 

(c) Wheat (a) Rice 

9. Gujarat is the largest producer of salt in India 
because: 

(fl) it has extensive dry coast 

(b) its coastal waters are very saline 
(d it has extensive shallow seas 
(rf) be.sides producing salt from saline watei it has 
reserves of rock salt 

10. Given below is the average temperature of a city: 


A_'_ 

v-ii 


Months Maximum Minimum 

j ' 1 20 

P I 30 20 

26 18 

_A_ 13 _ 16 

M _ 20 _ ”_12_ 

_J _1.. L_ 

J "*16’ R 

A .. 17 9 

_ S 20 11 

_ O_ ~ 22... 

' 26 1 16 


11 

"iT” 


30 “ 


The city is: 

(a) Seoul (b) San Francisco 

(c) Sydney (d) StcKkholm 

11. Which one of the following is not a member of G-7? 

(a) Germany (b) Russia 

(c) Japan (d) Italy 

12. Mahatma Gandhi took command of the 
nationalist movement for the first time during the: 

(a) ^itation against the Rowlatt Act 

(b) Champaran Satvagraha 

(c) Ahmedabad Mill Strike 
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(d) Dandi March 

13. The largest and the second largest sugar produc¬ 
ing countries in tihe world respectively are: 

(a) Brazil and U.S.A. 
ib) India and Brazil 
(c) U.S.A. and Canada 

(a) Canada and India 

14. Which one of the following shows in a descend¬ 
ing order the four most populous cities of India according 
to the 1991 census? 

(a) Calcutta, Greater Bombay, Delhi, Madras 
lb) Greater Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, Madras 
icj Delhi, Greater Bombay, Calcutta, Madras 
(a) Greater Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Delhi 

15. Who among the following was a President of the 
Indian National Congress during its early years? 

i a) Madan Mohan Malaviya 
b) Annie Besant 
c) C.R. Das 
a) Dadabhai Naoroji 

16. The Ram Nandan Prasad Committee dealt with 
(a) tax reforms 

(&) the question whether proper security was 
provided to Rajiv Gandhi at the time of his assas¬ 
sination 

(c) the identification of those who constitute the 
'creamy layer' among the OBCs 
(d) Centre-State relations 

17. "One of the most daunting engineering tasks un¬ 
dertaken by the Indian railways, across the wilderness of 
the Eastern Ghats." This description fits the 

(a) Konkan railway connecting Trivandrum with 
Bombay 

i b) Koraput-Rayagada rail line 
cS Guwahati-Silcnar rail line 
a) Diburgarh-Gorakhpur rail line 

18. The headquarters of the Interpol is in: 

(a) Glasgow (b) New York 

(c) Geneva (d) Paris 

19. Which one of the following is a military alliance? 
(a) NAFTA (b) NATO 

(c) EEC Id) ASEAN 

20. In the later Vedic pantheon the supreme position 
was held by 

(a) Indra (b) Prajapati 

(c) Vanina (d) Agni 

21. In India, both direct and indirect taxes are levied 
by the Central and State Governments. Which one of the 
following is levied by State Governments? 

i a) Excise duty on liquor 
b) Capital gams tax 
cj Customs duty 
(fl) Corporation tax 

22. The Vice-President of India is elected by an elec¬ 
toral college consisting of 

(a) elected members of both Houses of Parliament 

(b) members of both Houses of Parliament 

(c) members of both Houses of Parliament and 
members of State Legislative Assemblies 

(d) elected members of Iroth Houses of Parliament 


and elected members of State Legislative As¬ 
semblies 

23. The accounts of Justin are useful for reconstructing 
the history of 

(a) Chanda Pradyota Mahasena 

(b) Chandragupta Maurya 

(c) Ashoka 

(d) Chandragupta II 

24. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R) 

A.ssertion (A): When the price of X rises the quantity 
demanded of Y increa.ses 

Rea.son (R): X and Y arc substitutes 

In tlie context of the above Itvo statements which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A IS true but R is false 
{d) a is false but R is true 

25. The major criteria for caste ranking in India are 
la) education and esteem 

(I>) wealth and occupation 
fd purity and pollution 
(a) power and authority 

26. Given below are tw'o statements, one labelled as 
As.sertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R) 

Assertion (A): Socialism adopted by the erstwhile 
USSR was different from that being followed in China 

Reason (R): Ideologically socialism has different 
shades 

In the context of the above Itvo statements which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct ex- 

K ation of A 

A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 
(c) A IS true but K is false 

(d) A is false but K is true 

27. The crux of early Buddhism was 
(aI renunciation of desire 
wS rigorouspenance 

(c) belief in fatalism (d) idol worship 

28. Consider the map given below showing iron and 
steel centres 
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T}aj^iuxsmaiicedA,BXitndVinOiemiprespa:Hvdyare 

S Durgapui; Bokam, Rourkela and Jainshedpur 
Rourkela, Dui^gapur, Jainshedpur and Bukaro 
Bokaro, I^gapur, Jainshedpur and Rourkela 
(d) Bnkaio, Jam^edpur, Durgapur and ^urkela 

29. "Ghohil", a tribal youth dormitory is found among 
the 

(a) Oraon of Bihar. 

(bj Bhutia of West Bci^i 
(c) Garo of the North Bast India 
(d) Muria of Madhya Pradesh 

30. The following four places were assodated with im¬ 
portant events in the life of the Buddha 

(a) Bodhgaya lb) Kusinagara 

(c) Lumlnni (d) &rnath 

Which one of f/ie following slunus the correct chronological 
sequence of events that took place at these four plaav? 
(11)3,1,4,2 (b) 4,2,3,! 

(c) 1,2,3,4 (d) 1,3,2,4 

31. Which one of the following is the major considera¬ 
tion for initiating a series of measures aimed at liberalising 
the Indian economy during the last one year (92-93)? 

(a) Encouragement of foreign equity paiticipation 
in Indian industries 

(b) Import of food to face artificially created scarcity 

(c) Import of gold to meet domestic demand 

(d) Reduction of excise duty on several consumer 

gCHXiS 

32. RDXis 

! a) an instrument to measure blood pressure 
b) an explosive 
f) a gene 

(d) a chemical used in the manufacture of fertilizers 

33. The Russian cit>' where a tank of radioactive 
waste exploded in April 1993 is 

(«) Chernobyl (h) Serov 

(c) Tomsk-7 (d) Ccrepovec 

34. Who among the following is actively involved in 
Operation Flood? 

(a) BabaAmte (b) V.Kurien 

(c) M.S. Swaminathan (d) DrMody 

35. Which one of the following was composed by 
Jayadeva? 

(a) CitaGovinda (b) Canitasara 

(c) Marivamsa (el) Lilavati 

36. India's First Five Year Plan was started in 1951. The 
Five Year Plan currently in operation is 
(a) Seventh Five Year Plan 

(b) Eighth Five Year Plan 
(c j Ninth Five Year Plan 
(<0 Tenth Five Year Plan 

37. In India, the State known for its sandalwood is 
(a) Karnataka lb) Assam 

(c) Kerala (d) West Bengal 

38. The first administrator-statesman to attempt plan¬ 
ning as a means for economic development was 
(a) Sir C.P. Ramaswami Ayyar 
Ibj M. Viswesvarayya 
icj V.T. Krishnamaouri 
(ef) C. Rajagopalachari 


39. Who among ttie foUowjng is not a cartoonist? 

la) SudhirDhar lb) Abu Abraham 

(c) Mario Miranda (d) Girilaljain 

40. Article 356 of the Constitution of India is much in the 
news. This article provides for 

! a) reservationof jobs for backward classes 
bj protection of religious monuments 
cj a special status for Jammu and Kashmir 
a) imposition of President's rule in States 

41. Which of the following are poUutants that a traffic 
constable is likely to inhale? 

(1) Caibon monoxide 

(2) Uad 

(3) Sulphur dioxide 

(4) Oxides and Nitrogen 

CluHJSe the correct answer from the codes given below: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,3 and 4 

(c) 1,2 and 4 (d) 2,3 and 4 

42. Consider the map given below showing some 
districts of more than one State 



The region shown in the map is 
(fl) Chambal region 

(b) Uttarakhand region 
Ic) Jharkhand region 

(d) Chhattisgarh region 

43. Which one of the following crops requires con¬ 
tinuous semiaquatic condition for cultivation? 

la) Wheat (b) Rice 

(c) Sugarcane (a) Groundnut 

44. Which of the following are reasems for tlw break¬ 
down of the Jajmani system in rural India? 

1. Monetization of economy and commercialisation 
of agriculture 

2. Increase in the cost of pnxluction in agriculture 

3. Industrialisation, urbanisation and migration of 
rural artisans to urban areas 

4. Increase of caste consciousness among the ar¬ 
tisans and the peasants 

Select Uw correct answer from the codes given bekno: 

(a) lands (b) land4 

(c) 1,2 and 3 (d) 2,3 and 4 

45. A diploid organism possessing identical alleles at 
a given chromosomal location (locus) is called 

(a) homozygote (b) hetcrozygote 

(cj unisexual (d) bisexual 

46. It is six memths long day in the norfoern polar 
region and six monfos long night in the southern polar 
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region because 

{a) earth is inclined towards its orbital plane 

ih) earth is rotating 

(f) earth is revolving around sun 

(</) earth is not inclined to its orbital plane 

47. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 
(rt) Andhra Pradesh: Land-man ratio is lowest 
ibj West ^ngal: Sex ratio is highest 

(c) Kerala: Density of population is highest 
(a) Tamil Nadu: Sex ratio is lowest 

48. Which of the following are procedures of direct 
control by the people in a democracy? 

1. Referendum 

2. Initiative 

3. RixTall 

. Choose llic correct answer from the codes ^iven below 

(rt) I and2 (b) land3 

(c) 2 and 3 (a) 1,2 and 3 

4'3. The graph given below refers to the rainfall and 
temperature (monthly) of a city in India 



The citif is 

(a) Panaji (l>) Darjeeling 

(c) Udaipur (d) Madurai 

50. National Income in India is estimated by the 
(a) Central Statistical Organisation 

(h) National Income Committee 
(tj Planning Commission 
(a) Reserve Bank of India 

51. Match List I with l.ist 11 and select the correct 
answer using the codes given below the lists. 

Listl List II 

{Form of Hindu (Explanalion offhefiirm of 

Marrin^e) marriaf>e) 

A. Brahma Marriage 1. When the father gifts 

his daughter to a priest 

B. Daiva Marriage 2, When a would be son- 

in-law makes the gift of 
a bull and cow to girl's 
father before receiving 
her, as a gift 

C. Gandharva Marriage 3. When a father gifts his 

daughter to a learned 
man of good character 


D. Ar^ Marriage 4. Marriage based on 

mutuafiove of the boy 
and the girl and need 
not be based on the ac'> 
ceptance the match 
by the relatives of the 
couple 

5. When a man forcefully 
captures a girl and 
thereafter marries her 

Codes: 

A B C D 

(a) 3 4 12 

(h) 2 4 1 5 

(c) 3 14 2 

(d) 1 5 3 4 

52. Consider the map given below and observe the 
four shaded areas (a, b, c and d) which indicate four types 
of crops grown 



Which one of the shaded areas in the map indicate the 
distribution of tobacco? 

(«) a {b) b 

(c) c (d) d 

53. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 

Place Maurt/an art/architccturc 

{a) Kumrahar ; Bull capital 

{b) Rampurva Lion capital 

(c) Lomas Rishi : Rock-cut cave 

(d) Samath Pillared hall 

54. Which one of tlie following is sociologically apt in 
describing the relations between the capitalists and 
w'orkers? 

{a) Mutual tolerance (b) Harmony 

(r) Competition (d) Conflict of interests 

55. Which one of the following is a group of coimtries 
that arc among the f.>ermanent members or the Security 
Council of the United Nations? 

(fl) U.S.A., U.K., China and France 
ib) U.S.A., U.K., China and Germany 
(f) U.S.A., U.K., China and J^n 

(d) U.S,A., U.K., Russia and Germany 

56. Which one of tne following is a rich source of 
Vitamin C? 

(a) Banana (b) Guava 

(c) Milk (d) Apple 
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57. The positicffi of the sun is annually twice over¬ 
head at Singapore because of the 

(a) rotation of the eartti 
(fn revolution of the earth 
uj parallelism of inclined axis of the earth 

(a) elliptical path of the earth's orbit 

58. The most essential fixture of the parliamentary 
form of government is the 

i a) sovereignty of the parliament 
b) written constitution 

cj acaiuntability of the executive to the legislature 

(a) independent judiciary 

59. Which one of the following works of Kalidasa 
deals with the story of a Sunga ruler? 

(a) Raghuvamsa (b) Malavikagnimitram ] 

(c) Meghaduta (a) Ritusamhara { 

60. The achievements of Gautamiputra Satakami are 
detailed in the 

ffl) Hathigiimpha inscription 

(b) Nasik inscription 
(cj Aihole inscription 
(a) Allahabad pillar inscription 

61. Diabetes mdlitus affects human system following a 
disorder in 

(a) anatomy (l») behaviour 

(c) metabolism (d) excretion 

62. Which one of the following is true regarding the 
Vice-Chairman of Hie Rajya Sabha? 

(a) One has to be a member of the Rajya Sabha for 
election to the post of tlie Vice-Chairman 
(f») One need not necessarily be a member of the 
Rajya Sabha for election to the post of the Vice- 
Ciuiirman as is in the case of the Chairman 
(c) One has to be a member of either House of Par¬ 
liament for election to the post of the Vice-Qiair- 
man of the Rajya Sabha 

(d) There i.s an established convention that the Vice- 
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, belongs to the 
main oppcisition party in the Rajya Sabha 

63. Foreign equity participation in Power generation in¬ 
dustry is now raised from 

(rt) .mioSO'K. (b) 40% to 60% 

(c) 50% to 75% {/) 40% to 100% 

64. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 


(rt) .mi 
(c) 50% I 


Schedules in the Indian 
Constitution 

(fl) Ninth Schedule 


Deals with 


(fl) Ninth Schedule : Provisions as to dis¬ 
qualification on 
ground of defection 

(b) Eighth Schedule : Union, State and Concur¬ 

rent List 

(c) Seventh Schedule : Languages 

(d) Sixth Schedule : Allocation of seats in the 

Rajya Sabha 

65. Among the four reasons given below, the one 
primarily responsible for youth unrest in India is 
fal exposure to mass media 

(b) generation 
(cj increase in LQ. 

(a) increasing unemployment 


66. The ruling party in Bangladesh is 

i a) lamaat-e-Islami 
bj Bangladesh Naticmalist Party 
cj Awami League 


(d) Freedom Party 

67. The 1992 Dadasaheb Award has been awarded to 
(a) G.V.Ayyar 

lb) Ashok Kumar 
(d Lata Mangeshkar 
(a) Bhupen Hazarika 

68. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Rmson (R) 

Assertion (A): Robert Clive defeated Siraj-ud-Daul- 
lah in the Battle of Plassey 

Reason (R) : Clive's army was superior and it fol¬ 
lowed superior military tactics 

In the context ohhc above two statements, which one of the 
following is cornxtr 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A IS true but R is false 
la) A is false but R is true 

69. The first Indian State which voted the Cern- 
munists to power was 

la) Kerala fb) West Bengal 

(c) Tripura (d) Mizoram 

70. The organisation which looks after the 
credit needs of agriculture and rural development 
in India is 

(a) F.C.I. (b) I.D.B.I. 

(c) NABARD (4 ICAR 

71. Match List I with List U and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists 


List I List II 

(Main river) (Tributary) 

A. Gaiiga 1. Panchganga 

B. Krishna 2. Tista 

C. Brahmaputra 3. Indravati 

D. Godavari 4. Damodar 

Codes 

A B C D 

(a) 4 3 2 1 

(b) 2 13 4 

(c) 1 2 4 3 

(d) 4 1 2 3 

72. The largest Stupa at Sanchi is assignable to the 
period of the 

(a) Mauryas (b) Kusharus 

(c) Satavahanas (d) Guptas 

73. Wliich one of the following is an air pollutant 
present in the environment? 

la) Oxygen lb) NPitrogen 

(c) Carbon monoxide (d) Hydrogen 

74. The 1996 Olympics is scheduled to t^e place at 

(a) Helsinki fb) Melbourne 

(c) Atlanta (d) Atlantic City 
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75. Which one of the following statements is correct? 
{ft) If both the President and the Vice-President 

resign, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha will act as 
President till a new President is elected 
(6) The Constitution of India prescribes both the 
minimum and maximum a^ limits for contest¬ 
ing the Prraidential election 

(c) In tlie event erf a resignation erf the President, Are 
Vice-President will act as President for the residual 
period (rf the President's tenure as in the US.A. 

(d) in India, the President is part of the Parliament 

76. Match List 1 with List 11 and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists. 

List I Listn 

A. Selvas 1. Rainy tropical forests 

- B. Pampas 2. Equatorim rain forests 

C. Savarma 3. Temperate grassland 

D. Llano 4. Wet and dry tropical forests 

Codes: 

A B C D 
(fl) 2 3 1 4 

(b) 1 4 2 3 

(c) 4 3 1 2 

(d) 2 1 3 4 

77. Akbar built the Panch Mahal, noted for its various 
t}q>es of pillars, at 

S'*} PM . 

(f) PatehpurSikri (d) Lahore 

78. The deficiency of Niacin caases 

(fll Goitre (b) Kwashiorkor 

(c) Marasmus (d) Pellagra 

79. The saint from Gujarat who preached non-sec¬ 
tarianism in medieval times was 

la) Tukaram fbl Raghunandan 

(c) Dadu (d) Ramanand 

80. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists 

List I List II 

{Monuments) (Places) 

A. Dasavatara temple 1. Bhubaneswar 

B. Kandariya Mahadeo 

temple 2. Thonjavur 

C. Brihadisvara temple 3. Khajuraho 

D. Lingaraj temple 4. Deogarh 

Codes: 

A B C D 
(<i) 2 3 4 1 

(b) 4 3 2 1 

(c) 4 2 1 3 

(d) 3 1 2 4 

81. Which one of the following colours used in the 
paintings at Ajanta was obtained from imported lapis 
lazuli? 

(a) Red (b) Blue 

(c) Yellow (a) Green 

82. The tropical cyclones of the Bay of Bengal are 
usually called 

(a) Hurricanes (b) Typhoons 


(c) Depressions (d) Tornadoes 

83. The l^R and the are the p4HTies that 

won the assembly elections in March 19^ in 

(a) Spain (M Italy 

(c) France (d) Sweden 

ANSWERS 

1. (c) 

2. (b) “History of Preedom Movement in India" by Tara 

ChancL\bl2,Page320. 

3. (a) 4. (a) 5. (b) 6. (a) 

7. (c) "History of Fr&:dom Movement in India" Vol 3, Page 

423. 

8. (d) 9. (b) 10. (c) 

11. (b) The G-7 members are; US.A., U.K., France, Ger¬ 

many, Canada, Italy and Japan. 

12. (fl) 13. (b) 

14. (b) Greater Bombay (12.57 million), Calcutta (10.92 

million), Delhi (8.38 million), Madras (5.36 mil¬ 
lion). 

15. (d) 16. (c) 17. (b) 18. (d) 

19. (b) 

20. (b) “Hindu World" by Benjamin Walker, Vol 2, Page 

232. 

21. (fl) 22. (b) 

23. (b) "The Oxford History of India",by A. Smith,98. 

24. (fl) 25. (d) 26. (a) 27. (a) 

28. (c) 

29. (d) "Bnf«Mmcfl,]99r',Vol5.Page357(2-a). 

30. (fl) Lumbini: —birth place of Buddha 

Bodhgttya :—Buddha meditated at this place until he 
got enlightenment 

Sanmlh: —Buddha delivcitKl his first sermon here 
KMS/«flgnrfl;—Buddha died Iwre 

31. (fl) 32. (b) 33. (fl) 34. (b) 

35. (fl) 36. (b) 37. (fl) 38. (b) 

39. (d) 40. (d) 41. (b) 42. (c) 

43. (b) 44. (b) 45. (a) 46. (fl) 

47. (tO As per 1991 census there are 972 females per 1000 

males in Tamil Nadu (Density of population is 
highest in West Bengal; then comes Kerala). 

48. (b) 49. (b) 50. (fl) 51. (f) 

52. (c) 

53. (c) "Hindu World" by Benjamin Walker, Vol 1, page 


54. 

(«) 

55. (fl) 

56. 

(b) 

57. 

ic) 

58. 

(d) 

59. (b) 

60. 

(b) 

61. 

(c) 

62. 

(a) 

63. (d) 

64. 

(«) 

65. 

(d) 

66. 

(b) 

67. (d) 

68. 

(c) 

69. 

(a) 

70. 

(c) 

71. (d) 

72 

(b) 



73. 

(0 

in Georgia (U.S.A.). 




74. 

(«-■) 

75. (d) 

76. 

ib) 

77. 

(c) 

78. 

(d) 

79. (c) 

80. 





81. (b) "Br/f««mai,I99r',Vol.7,Pagel57. 

82. (c) 83. (c) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The questions given below were set in 
the N.D.A. Examination held oh the 17th 
October, 1993. 

We arcgraUful to Mr Manas Ranjan 
Chattd of Lupsingha (Orissa) for sending 
the question paper to us. 

USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Itetm 1 to 15) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of senten¬ 
ces are given. The sentences are in three 
separate parts and each one is called a, b, c. 
Read each sentence to find out whetlier 
there is an error in any mrt. No seittcnce 
tuts more than one error. When you find an 
error in any one of the parts (a, b or c), 
indicate your response on the separate 
Ansiver Sheet at the appropriate space. You 
may feel that there is no error in a sentence. 
In ifial case letter'd' will signify a 'No 
error' response. 

(ii) You are to indicate only one 
response for each item in your Answer 
Sheet. (If you indicate more than one 
response, yt>«r answer toill be considered 
lorong). Errors may be in grammar, mtrd 
usage or idioms. There may be a word miss¬ 
ing or tlu're may be a word which should be 
removed. 

(iii) You are not required to correct the 
error. Yok are required only to indicate 
your resminse on the Answer Sheet. Ex- 
amphv P and Q have been solved for you. 

P. The young child (a) singed (b) a 
very sweet song (r). No error (d). 

Q. We worked (<i) very hard (b) 
throughout the season (c). No error 
id). 

Explanation: In item P, the word 
'singed' is wrong. The letter under this 
part is (b): so (b) is the correct answer. 
Similarly, for item Q, (d) is the correct 
answer, as the sentence dtxas not con¬ 
tain any error. 

Now attempt items 1 to 15. 

1. Two-thirds of the book (a) 
were (b) rubbish (c). No error (d). 

2. The world (a) comprises (b) 
good and bad people (c). No error (d). 

3. 1 wenrider (a) how am I (b) to do 
it (c). No error (d). 

4. That house (a) is costing me 

(b) ten thousand rupees (c). No error 

(rf). 

5. The Prime Minister has said 


that India would not have spent so 
much on defence (a) if some of the 
neighbouring countries (b) adopted the 
policy of restricting defence expendi¬ 
ture (c). No error (d). 

6. He persisted (a) to do it (I») in 
spite of my advice (c). No error (d). 

7. You can get (a) all the informa¬ 
tions you want (e) in this book (c). No 
error (d). 

8. 1 am hearing (a) a lot about (b) 
the problem of AIDS these days (c). No 
error (d). 

9. It is easy to sec that (a) a 
lawyer's demeanour in court (b) may 
be prejudicial against the interests of his 
client (c). No error (d). 

10. The schwl is (a) within 
hundred yards ((’) from the church (c). 
No error (d). 

11. It is nece.ssary (a) that 
everyljody (b) must have a house (c). 
No error (d). 

12. Twice twelve (a) makes (b) 
twentyfour (c). No crnir (d). 

13. You must either tell me (a) the 
whole story or, at least, (b) the first half 
of it (c). No error (d). 

14 The warden (a) forbade the 
student (b) from leaving the hostel (c). 
No error (d). 

15. He will certainly help you (a) if 
you will ask him (b) in a pleasant man¬ 
ner (f). No error (d). 

Sentence Improvement 

(ltcm.s U to 30) 

Directions: 

LxHik at the underlined part ef each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 
three possible .substitutions for the under¬ 
lined part. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is 
better than the underlined part, indicate 
your resfKmse on the Answer Sheet against 
the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c). If 
none of the substitutions improve the sen¬ 
tence, indicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No improvement' 
response will be signified by the letter (d). 
Exanniles R and S have bam soltvdfor you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) child singed the 

(b) child singed 

(.r) child sang a 

(d) No improvement 


S. I have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) 1 already twice have read 
this book. 

(b) I twice have already read 
this bonk. 

(c) 1 have twice already read 
this book. 

(d) No improvement 

Explanation: 

R. For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sang a 
very sweet song", (c) is therefore, the 
correct answer. 

S. Item S is a correct sentence. None 
of the changes suggested will improve 
it. (d) is therefore, the correct answer. 

Ernws may be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 

Now attempt items 16 to 30. 

16. Every time I go in a lift to my 
sixth fltx)r apartment, I remember tlw 
calm and serenity of my ancestral home 
in the village. 

(a) move in a lift 

(Ii) ascend in a lift 

(c) take a lift 

(d) No improvement 

17. He found a wooden bK>ken 
chair in the room. 

((?) wooden and broken chair 

(b) broken wooden chair 

(c) broken and wooden chair 

(d) No improvement 

18. If the r(X>m had been brighter, 1 
would have been able to react for a 
while before bed time. 

(a) If the room was brighter 

(b) If rooms are brighter 

(c) Had the room h^n brighter 

(d) No improvement 

1 9. I shall be grateful to you if you 
are of help to me now. 

(a) help 

(b) would help 

(c) helped 

(d) No improvement 

20. The reason why he wrote the 
letter was because he wuld not contact 
him over the phdire. 

(а) why he wrote the letter was 
since 

(б) for which he wrote the letter 
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because 

(c) why he wrote the letter was 
that 

(d) No improvement 

21. I do not know why he avoids 
to speak tome. 

( 0 ) saying to me 

(b) speaking to me 

(c) to tell me 

{d) No improvement 

22. The right-to-work implies the 
obligation on the part of the govern¬ 
ment to give a job to all the un¬ 
employed. 

(fl) any of the unemployed 

(b) every unemployed 

(c) each of the unemployed 

(d) No improvement 

23. Most donors would seriously 
protest any effort to extrapolate from 
such limits data. 

(n) protest against 

(b) protest at 

(c) protest to 

(d) No improvement 

24. I hope you vividly remember 
the premiere of the film when 1, my 
wife and you were present in the hall. 

(fl) my wife, 1 and you 

(b) you, I and my wife 

(c) my wife, you and I 

(d) No improvement 

25. With a thundering roar the 
huge rocket soared up from the launch¬ 
ing pad. 

(fl) flew up 

(b) went upwards 

(c) took off 

(d) No improvema>t 

26. My opinion for the film is that 
it will bag the national award. 

(fl) opinion to 

(b) opinion about 

(c) opinion on 

(d) No improvement 

27. He sent a word to me that he 
would be coming late. 

(fl) sent word 

(b) had sent a word 

(c) sent words 

(d) No improvement 

28. It became clear that the 
strangers were heading into a serious 
disaster. 

(fl) along 

(b) towards 

(c) for 

(d) No improvement 

29. Young men and women 
should get habituated to reading and 
writing about current affairs. 

(fl) used 

(b) prepared 


(c) trained 

(<0 No improvement 

3D. While crossing the highway a 
five year-old child was knocked out by 
a passing car. 

(fl) away 

(b) up 

(c) down 

(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Items 31 to 40} 
Directions: 

In this Section yon find a number of 
sentences, parts of which arc underlined. 
You may also find only a group of u>ords 
which is underlined, tor each underlined 
part, four words/phrases are listed beloio. 
Choose the word nearest in meaning to the 
underlined part and blacken the cor¬ 
responding sfxicc on tlw Answer Sheet. 

Example E is solved fur you. 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(a) verbose [b) involved 

(c) lucid (d) witty 

Explanation: In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent". So (r) is the correct 
answer. In your Answer Sheet the space 
marked (c) is to be blackened. 

Now attempt items 31 to 40. 

31. Sunlight and shadow made 
the landscape a kaleidoscope of colour. 

(fl) tube attaining mirrors and 
loose pieces of coloured 
glass 

(b) frequently changing pattern 
of bright scenes 

(c) a mixture of black and white 

(d) resembling the seven 
rolours of a rainbow 

32. Even today many people are 
guided by abstruse moral values. 

(fl) dangerous 

(b) impracticable 

(c) obscure 

(d) irrational 

33. Lack of occupation is nut 
necessarily revealed b y manifest idle¬ 
ness. 

(fl) easily perceived 

(b) easily acquired 

(c) easily infected 

(d) easily deflected 

34. The indiscriminate demand 
for mass consumption goods is 
deplorable. 

(fl) desperate 

(b) undifferentiated 

(c) discreet 

(d) insensitive 

35. The international immunity 
may begin to doubt the credentials of 


the largest democracy in the world. 

(fl) principles 

(b) dependability 

(c) ca^dty to return bans 
(<0 trustworthiness 

36. She has a n insatiable love for 
music. 

(fl) unsatisflable 

(b) unchanging 

(c) irreconcilable 

(d) undesirable 

37. The recent acts of vandalism in 
the country cannot be ignored. ’ 

(fl) disturbance (b) ravage 

(c) provcKation (d) viobnee 

38. When he returned he was ac- 
companieii by a sprightly young girl. 

(fl) beautiful (b) lively 

(f) intelligent (d) sportive 

39. I wn>te to him as lately as last 
week. 

(fl) immediately (b) early 

(c) recently (d) late 

40. A person unrestrained by the 
rules of morality or tradition is called a 
licentious person. 

i[aj libertine 

(b) loafer-type 

(c) criminal (d) freelance 
Antonyms (Items 41 lo 50) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a 
word or a phrase which is underlined in the 
.sentence given. It is followed by four words 
or phrases. Select tlw word or phrase which 
is closest to the apposite in meaning of the 
underlined umrd or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for 

you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(fl) la/y (b) active 

(c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation: The word which is 
nearest opposite in meaning to tlw un¬ 
derlined word "smart" is "lazy". So 
you have to blacken the space (a) in the 
Answer Sheet. 

Note attempt items 41 to 50. 

41. Mala was often teased as cor¬ 
pulent by her friends. 

(li) fat 

(b) belligerent 

(c) garrulous (d) gaunt 

42. It is one of the pernicious cus¬ 
toms prevailing in the safety. 

(fl) permanent (b) beneficial 

(c) parochial 

(d) dangerous 

43. Crestfallen he returned as he 
had lever faced such humiliation in the 
whole of his life. 

(fl) vainglorious 
(b) indignant 
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(c) triumphant 

(a) disturoed 

44. Unsettled conditions in the 
land led to the exodus of hundreds of 
its citizens. 

(a) invasion (b) entry 

(c) immigraticm 

(d) expukion 

45. In the interest of one's own 
reputation one should avoid ostenta¬ 
tion while entertaining friends. 

(a) miserliness 

(b) simplicity 

(c) purity (d) innocence 

46. Everything about him, espe¬ 
cially his talkative nature, proclaims nis 
effeminacy. 

(a) aggressiveness 

(b) attractiveness 

(c) manliness 

(d) boorishness 

47. The leader was pragmatic in 
his approach to the pK>biems facing the 
country. 

(a) indefintie (b) vague 

(c) idealistic (d) optimistic 

48. She used to disparage her 
neighbour every now and tlwn. 

(a) please (b) praise 

(c) belittle (d) denigrate 

49. The plantation workers were 
on a collision course before the labour 
officer intervened. 

(a) retaliatory 

(b) perfunctory 

(c) conciliatory 

(d) circuitous 

50. Those whose views are 
progressive often meet with formidable 
impediments when they begin to act. 

(a) revolutionary 

(b) retrograde 

(c) brave 

(d) outmoded 

SELECTING WORDS 

Simple Sentences (Hems 51 to 60) 

Directions: 

Each of the fbllowitig sentences (Items 
51 to 60} has a bktdc space and four toords 
given after the sentence. Select whichetvr 
word yon consider most appropriate for the 
blank space and indicate ^ur choke on tite 
Anstocr Sheet. 

Now attempt items 51 to 60. 

51. It is fourteen years since 
1 - h im. 

(a) have seen (&) had seen 

(c) saw (d) see 

52. My Erst lesson_forgive¬ 

ness came from my fatha. 

(a) upon (b) about 

(c) in (d) on 


53. If negotiations are to prove 
fruitful, there must not only be sincerity 
on each side, but there must also 

be_^in the sincerity of the other 

side. 

(a) faith ((>} belief 

(c) substance {d) certainty 

54. Soft minded individuals 

are_^to embrace all kinds of su¬ 

perstitions. 

(a) disposed (ft) eager 

(c) reluctant (d) prone 

55. The Hubble Space Telescope 

will search for planets around other 
stars, a key to the_for extrater¬ 

restrial life, and examine interstellar 
dust and gases out of which stars arc 
born. 

(a) perception (b) discovery 

(r) enquiry (a) quest 

56. He is the person who 

is_^to blame. 

(a) mostly (b) sure 

(c) most (d) bound 

57. Being a skilled hunter, he had 

the habit of_^animals before he 

faced them. 

(a) sizing up 

(b) spotting out 

(c) following up 

(d) rounding up 

58. He knew everything better 

than anybody else, and it was an affront 
to his_vanity that you should dis¬ 

agree with him. 

(fl) overstrung 

(b) overweening 

(c) overwhelming 

(d) overwrought 

59. 1 think they allow their 

children too much_. 

(a) liberality (b) latitude 

(c) lassitude (d) levity 

60. The criminal seems to have 

acted in_with three others. 

(a) collusion (b) coalition 

(c) collision (d) cohesion 

COMPREHENSION 

(ttenis 61 to 90) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have six short pas¬ 
sages. After each passage you will find five 

J uestions based on the pdssage. First, read 
'amge I and answer the que^ions based 
on it. Then go an to the next passage. 
Examples 'I' and 'J' solved for 

you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic foct that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakody is 
the desire ror peace, security and happi¬ 


ness. Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human wings or 
to dw lower groups such as animab, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfexi 
and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its Ufe. 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of exbtence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living 
beings 

{d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. One of the following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential in developing 
the author's position 

(a) Au forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(t) Hie will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life and pain 
and death 

Explanation: 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all living 
beings, which is response (c). So (r) is to 
be marked in your Answer Siieet 

J. The best assumption underlying 
the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response (b). So (b) is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 61 to 90. 
Passage I 

In most Western countries, it is re¬ 
quired that every young man, when his 
Mucation is complete, shall give three, 
four or five years to military service. He 
goes into barracks, is regimented and 
drilled, makra a unit in the standing 
army and passes out usually when his 
term is ended, an efficient soldier, to 
remain for the rest of his life ready at 
any moment to join in the armed 
defence of his country. 

61. The author, writing in the early, 
part of twentieth century, does not 
seem to talk about the need of military 
training for women because 
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(fl) she thinks wcwnen are not 
physically strong enough to 
undeigo military training 

(i>) according to her, women 
should remain indoors 

(c) women's education was a 
new thing then 

(d) women taking part in 
military service is only a 
recent phenomenon 

62. In the passage the author 
opines that 

(a) military training must be in¬ 
cluded in the curricula of 
schools and colleges 

(b) military is as important as 
general training 

(c) military training should 
precede college education 
since it builds up one's 
mental and physical 
abilities 

(d) military training is more im¬ 
portant than general educa¬ 
tion 

63. In Eastern countries like India, 
military training of students should be 
made aimpulsory 

(a) asitcansolvetheimemploy- 
ment problem by providing 
more jobs 

(b) to hght the anti-social ele¬ 
ments in every village or 
town 

(c) to repress communal riots 

(d) to make youth serve the na¬ 
tion during times of war 
and peace 

64. Military training is as impor¬ 
tant as mental training b^ause 

(a) one gets a chance to live in 
barracks 

(b) otherwise young men are 
useless 

(c) war has become a daily af¬ 

fair 

(d) it is g(X)d that every scholar 
should also be an efficient 
soldier and be available for 
the aiuntry's defence 

65. Every young man has to under¬ 
go military training l^ause he can 

(a) join the army whenever his 
country needs to be 
defotded in war 

(b) get a jd? after such training 

(c) learn and practise discipline 

(d) supplement his general 
education according to his 
wish 

Passage II 

Through the break between the 
trees, she looked into one of the lighted 
windows above the shop. She could see 
the cartons of biscuits neatly piled near 


the far wall. Against her conscious 
wishes Cissy's saliva glands started 
pumping the fluid into her mouth. She 
felt her &art beating strongly from the 
top of her throat into the back of her 
mouth. There is nobody, she thought. I 
can dash in and take a box and dash out 
again. I know It is a sin but the Lord will 
not punish us if we are so hungry. 

66. The whole passage is a 
desaiption of 

(a) Cissy's cowage for stealing 

(b) Cissy's plans before stealing 

(c) Cissy's temptation before 
stealing 

(d) Cissy's greed for stealing 

67. How do you know that Cissy 
felt guilty? 

(n) She knew what she was 
doing was morally wrong 

(b) She felt her heart pounding 
inside her chest 

(f) She was saying her prayers 
before she went to steal 

(d) She knew that she was abt>ut 
to do something selfish 

68. Why did her heart beat strong¬ 
ly? 

(a) She thought nobody was 
watchingner 

(b) She was thinking of stealing 
the biscuits 

(c) She was eager to taste the 
biscuits 

(d) She was ill and was running 
temperature 

69. What was Cissy's reaction 
when she saw the biscuit cartons? 

(fl) She wanted to eat all the bis¬ 
cuits 

(b) She felt like vomiting 

(c) Her mouth started watering 

(d) She thought of all the toffees 
she had eaten 

70. How was Cissy able to see the 
cartons of biscuits? 

(fl) She had very gojod eyesight 

(b) She was able to smell the bis¬ 
cuits 

(c) She saw another child eating 

, biscuits 

(d) She was aided by a light in 
the rixim 

Passage III 

Religion can be defined as a system 
of beliefe and practices by means of 
which a group of people struggle with 
the ultimate problem of human life. It is 
the refusal to capitulate to death, to give 
up in the face of Frustration, to allow 
hostility to tear apart one's human as¬ 
sociations. 

All men experience these wrench¬ 
ing difficulties to some degree. Fur 


some persons, however, titey stand out 
as the most significant experiences of 
life. These individuals are impelled to 
try to discover some meaning in what 
seems to be senseless suffering some 
road to salvation through the oMta'cles 
of human life. The beliefs and rites that 
make up a religion are the expressions 
of those who nave felt the problems 
most intensively, who have been most 
acutely sensitive to the tragedies of 
death, the burdens of frustration, the 
sense of foilure, the d isruptivc effects of 
hostility. Powered by the strength of 
their feelings, such religious innova¬ 
tions have created 'solutions' that fre¬ 
quently have burst the bonds of man's 
senses and of nature, that have brought 
their adherents some relief. Thus 
religions are built to carry the 'peak 
load' of human emotional need. ; 

[defined in this way, religion is and 
seems likely to remain an inevitable 
part of human life. Although the ways 
of struggling with these ultimate 
problems are enormously diverse, and 
seem destined for continuous change, 
the problems themselves are universal. 

A society that did not furnish its mem¬ 
bers with beliefs and practices that 
sought to deal with an enormous bur¬ 
den of tragi?dy unallayed with hostility 
unrestrained amid not flourish, if in¬ 
deed it could survive at all. 

71. The definition of religion found 
in the pas.sage presupposes that 

(a) the human prolilcm can be 
solved 

(b) the human ptt)blem cannot 
be solved within the limits 
of reason and nature 

(i) human s<Kielies cannot be 
improved 

(d) the 'peak load' of emotional 
stres.s can be allayed by 
science 

72. A stKiety that has no religion 

(a) carmot thrive 

(b) canflourisii 

(c) can sitlve the problem of 
human life 

(d) cannot become wealthy 

73. The religious "solutions" 
made in order to overcome the hunoan 
problem are 

(fl) rational 

(b) transcendental 

(c) fanciful 

(d) unimaginative 

74. Religious beliefs and rites are 
"imiovations" made by 

(fl) those who aefled suffering 

(b) those who were keenly sen¬ 
sitive to the problem of 


8M MARCH’94 COMPETITtON MASTER 


human life 

(c) those who were sceptical 

(<0 those who were iriational 

75. What, according to the writer, 
is "experience" as it is understoo4 by 
some? 

{a) ^ig^^rough the dinicui- 

(b) resigning oneself death, 
fruBtration and hostility 

(c) means by which some sense 
is made of suffering, 
frustration and hostility 

(<f) trial and error 

Passage IV 

Modem economics does not dif¬ 
ferentiate between renewable and non¬ 
renewable materials, as its method is to 
measure everething by means of a 
money price. Thus, taking various al¬ 
ternative fuels, like a»al, oil, wood or 
water power : the only difference be¬ 
tween them recognized by modern 
economics is relative cost per 
equivalent unit. The cheapest is auto¬ 
matically the one to be preferred, as to 
do otherwise would be irrational and 
'uneconomic'. Fmm a Buddhist point of 
view, of course, this will not do; the 
essential difference between non- 
renewable fuels like coal and oil on the 
one hand and renewable fuels like 
wood and water-power on the other 
cannot be simply overlooked. Non¬ 
renewable goods must be used only if 
they arc indispensable, and then only 
witn the greatest care and the highest 
concern for conwrvation. To use them 
careles.sly or extravagantly Ls an act of 
violence, and while complete non¬ 
violence may not be possible on this 
earth, it is none the less the duty of man 
to aim at the ideal of non-violence in all 
he does. 

76. The Buddhist eamomisl's at¬ 
titude implies that fuels like coal and oil 
must be used only if 

(a) there is a plentiful supply 

(b) wood and water power can 
be dispensed with 

(c) the relative cost of each is 
lower than that of wood 
and water 

{d) there is no alternative fuel 
available 

77. Which of the following state- 
ihents may be assumed to be false bom 
the information in the passage? 

1. The writer finds the attitude of 
modem economists towards natural 
resources to be uneconomic. 

2. Buddhist economists are indif¬ 
ferent to the cost of fuels. 


3. To use oil cm non-essoitiais te 
contrary to the Buddhist economic 
phQosophy. 

4. To fell a tree is an act of violence 
not permitted by Buddhist economists. 

Of the above statements 

{a) 1 and 2 are correct 

{b) 1,2 and 4 are correct 

(c) 3 and 4 are correct 

(d) All 1,2,3 and 4 are correct 

78. In this passage the author is 
trying to 

(<?) differentiate between 
renewable and non-renew¬ 
able materials 

(fi) show that the modern 
economist is concerned 
only with costs 

(c) underline the need for 
coserving natural resources 

(d) differentiate between two 
economic philosophies 

79. According to the passage, Bud¬ 
dhist economists are not in favour of 

(a) measuring everything in 
terms of mitney 

(f>) using non-renewable sour¬ 
ces 

(c) ea>nomic development 

(d) applying non-violence to 
every sphere of life 

80. Fill in the blanks with the ap¬ 
propriate pair of phrases; 

The pa.^age suggests that while a 
modem economist considers it un¬ 
economic to use_form of fuel, a 

Buddhist economist considers it un¬ 
economic to u.se_form of fuel. 

(a) a cheap.a renewable 

(b) an irrational.an essential 

(c) an expensive.an un- 

renewable 

(d) a rational.an unessential 

Passage V 

Mahatma Gandhi believed that in¬ 
dustrialization was no answer to the 
problems that plague the mass of 
India's pxir and that villagers sht>uld 
be tauglit to be self-sufficient in food, 
weave their own cloth fK)m cotton and 
eschew the glittering pnzes that the 
twentieth century so temptingly offers. 
Such an idyllic and rural paradise did 
mH appear to those who iriherited the 
reins of political power. 

81. Which one of the following 
best illustrates the relationship between 
the phrases; 

(i) 'eschew the glittering prizes' 

and 

(ii) 'idyllic and rural paradise'? 

(a) unless you do (t), you cannot 

have(ii) 


(fi) (i) and (it) are identical in 
meaning 

(c) first of all you must have (ii) 
in order to do (0 

(d) the meaning of (0 is directly 
(^rposite to (ii) 

82. Mahatma Gandhi's views op¬ 
posed industrialisation of villages 
cause 

(a) it would help the poor and 
not the rich 

(b) it would take away the skill 
of the villagers 

(c) it would af^t the culture of 
the Indians 

(d) it would undermine self- 
sufficient and destroy the 
beauty oflife of the villager 

83. The meaning of 'the glittering 
prizes that the twentieth century so 
temptingly offers' is 

W pursuit of a commercialized 
material culture 

(b) replacement of rural by 
uroan interests 

(c) complete removal of pover¬ 

ty 

(d) absence of violence and cor¬ 
ruption 

84. The basis of 'an idyllic and 
rural paradise' is 

(a) rapid industrialisation of 
villages 

(b) self-sufficiency in fcxid and 
clothes and simplicity of life 
style 

(c) bringing to the villages the 
glittering prizes of the 
twentieth century 

(d) supporting those holding 
powerful political positkuis 

85. Mahatma Gandhi's dream of 
'an idyllic and rural paradise' was not 
shared by 

(a) those who did not believe in 
the industrialisation of the 
aiunlry 

(b) those who called him the 
Father of the Nation 

(c) those who inherited politicai 
power after independence 

(d) those who believed that vil¬ 
lages should be self-suffi¬ 
cient in food and cloth 

PasMge VI 

Over ail the countryside, wherever 
one goes, indications of technique are 
visible to the seeing eye. By technique is 
meant an exercise or skill acquired by 
practice and directed to a welt-foreseen 
end. It is the name for the action of any 
of our powers after they have been so 
improved by training as to perform that 
actum with certainty and success. 
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86. The implied intoition of the 
writer is to 

(a) reject the popular meaning 
of the term 'technique' 

, (b) widen the scope of the term 

'technique' 

(c) uphold the superiority of 
Traditicmal Tecnniques 

(d) mock at the modem craze 
for gadgets 

87. The definition of the word 
'technique' as given in tlte passage does 
not overemphasize 

( 0 ) tneoietkal knowledge 

(b) practice and performance 

(c) scientific methods 

(d) results 

88. The most important aspect of 
'technique', as definea in the passage, is 
the use of skill 

(a) for observation and analysis 

(b) for handling tools and 
machines 

(c) for an understanding of the 
functions of tools and 
machinery 

(d) for a definite purpose 

89. 'Skill'in this passage means 

(a) the ability to do things well 
by hand 

(b) the ability that has been 
tested by experience which 
makes success sure 

(c) 'any of our powers' 

(d) the ability to master tcchni* 
ques 

90. The underlined phrase in the 
sentence "Over all the countryside, 
wherever one goes, indications of techni¬ 
que an visible to the ^ng eye. " implies 

(a) seeing with a clear eyesight 

(b) perception caused by under¬ 
standing 

(c) application of some special 
device for the analysis of tlie 
things seen 

(d) seeing tlie particular charac- 
terisnes of things 

ORDERING OF WORDS 
IN A SENTENCE 

dims 9Uo 100) 

Directions; 

In each of the item 91 to 100, there is 
a sentence 0 / wliidi some parts have been 
jumbled up. You are reauired to re-arrange 
these parts vdtich are lahelled P, Q, R a>ul S, 
to produce the correct sentence. Choose the 
correct sequence and mark in your Answer 
Sluet accordingly. 

Example: 

Z. The effect (I^ is very bad (Q) on 
children (R) of cinema (S) 

The proper sequence should be 


(a) PSRQ (b) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ (d) QSRP 

Explaiulhn; The proper way of 
writing the sentence u 'The effect of 
ciiwma on children is very bad.' This is 
indicated by the sequence PSRQ, and 
so (a) is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 91 to 100. 

91. It is not, therefore 

(P) that 1 pay a tribute 

(Q) to conductors as a class 

(R) with any feeling of un¬ 
friendliness 

(S) to a particular member of 
that class 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PQRS (b) RQPS 

(c) RSPQ (d) PSRQ 

92. The impact 

(P) is to be seen 

(Q) in the diverse changes in 
consumer liabits 

(R> of technological and in¬ 
dustrial devdopment 
(S) in cities, towns and even 
in village conglomerates 
The proper sequence should be 
(a) PSQR (b) RPQS 

(c) PQRS id) RSPQ 

93. During hibernation 

(P) have lost a good deal 
of weight 

(Q) of course the animals con¬ 
sume 

(R) and when they awake 
again 

(S) toe fats accumulated in the 
summer 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) R^P (fc) SQPR 

(c) PQRS (d) QSRP 

94. The invasion of India 

(P) is more interesting than 
any other episode of early 
Indian history 

(Q) to most European readers 

(R) by Alexander the Great of 
the Macedonia 

(S) which occurred during toe 
rule of the Nandas 

The proper sequence should be 
{a) PQRS (f>) QPRS 

(c) SRPQ (d) RSPQ 

95. With her body 

(P) dragging her unwilling 
feet 

O weak and infirm 
m) doubled with age 
(S) she persisted in her mission 
The proper sequence should be 
(a) PQRS (6) QPRS 

(d) SRPQ 


n?) in keeping with my mood 

(Q) a soft summer eveiung 

(R) as I walked sedately 

(S) in the direction of tne new 
house 

The proper sequence should be 

( O ) SRPQ (b) QRPS 

(c) QPRS (d) SQPR 

97. Women 

(P) till the other day 

(Q) who were content being 
housewives 

(R) about spending their time 
cooking 

(S) now sound apologetic 

The proper sequerKe should be 

( O ) PQRS (b) RSPQ 

(c) Ql’SR (d) RQPS 

98. Jawaharlal Nehru 

(P) under the Cabinet Mission 
Scheme 

(Q) was the first to articulate 

(R) long before such an as¬ 
sembly was set up 

(S) toe idea of a Constituent 
Assembly 

The proper sequence should be 

( O ) SRIXL) (fc) RIX3S 

(c) PQSR (d) QSRP 

99. Of many artists 

(P) tliose who impressed me 
the most 

(Q) 1 w<is as a child 

(R) but those with unique per¬ 
sonalities off stage 

(S) were not always the suc¬ 
cessful ones 

The proper sequence should be 
( 0 ) SRQP (ft) QRSP 


(0) PQRS 
(c) RQPS 
96. It was 


( 0 ) SRQP (ft) QRSP 

(c) RSPQ (d) Ql’SR 

100. India is 

. (P) a cultural unity amidst 
diversity 

(Q) a geographical and 
economic unity 

(R) a bundle of contradictions 

(S) held together by strong 
but invisible threads 

The pnjper sequence should be 
( 0 ) QPRS (ft) PQRS 

(c) RSPQ (d) SQPR 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 
diems 101 to 105) 

Directions: 

In items 101 to 105 each passage con¬ 
sists of six sentences. Thefirst and the sixth 
sentences are given in tne beginning and 
labelled S] ana 5$ respectively. The middle 
four scnlctuxs in each have men removed 
and jumbled up. These are labelled P, Q, R 
and S. You are required to find out the 
proper order for tne four sentences and 
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Muon and an occasional comet or 
astetoid. 

S: When Venus is at its nearest to 
the earth it is only 26 million miles, 
away. 

The pmper sequence should be; 

(4 SRPQ (b) SQRP 
(c) 1>SQR (d) QPRS 

104. Si: In the middle of one side 
of the square sits the Chairman of the 
committee, the most important person 
in the room. 

Ss: From the moment its members 
meet, it begins to have a sort of 
nebulous life of its own. 

P; For a committee is not just a 
mere collation of individuals. 

' Q; On him rests much of the 
responsibility for the success or failure 
of the ojmmittee. 

R: Wliile this is happening we haw 
an opportunity to get tl\e 'feel' of this 
committee. 

S: As the meeting open.s, he runs 
briskly through a number of for¬ 
malities. 

The proper sequence should be 
(4 RSQP (b) I’QRS 

(r) SQPR (d) QSRP 

105. Si: Forecasting the weather 
has always been a difficult busing. 

S(,: He made his forecasts by watch¬ 
ing flights of the birds or the way 
smoke rose fmm fire. 

P: During a period of drought, 
streams and rivens dried up, the cattle 
died from thirst and the crops were 
ruined. 

Q: Many different things affect the 
weather and we have to study them 
carefully to make an accurate fon*cast. 

R: Ancient Egyptians had no need 
of this—weather in the Nile valley 
hardly ever changes. 

S: In early times, when there were 
no instruments, .such as thermometer 
or the barometer, man looked for tell¬ 
tale signs in the .sky. 

The pn»per sequence should bi’ 

{a) PROS (b) QPRS 

(c) QRI-S (d) SI«QR 

i SELECTING WORDS 

(ftms 106 to 720) 

Directions: 

III the fo!Iou’ii:f> (items 106 to 

120) at certain points, yon arc giivn a 
clttiice of three mirds nmrixd (a), (h), (c). 
Chiwsc the best tvord from these three and 
indicate uoiir choice in the relcTHint adumn 
of your Ansvxr Sheet. Examples Zi and Z 2 
have been solved for you. 

' Zi 

The (a) boy 


(b) horse (c) dc^ 
was in the schixil in Shimla. 

Z2 

(a) She 

(b) It (c) He 

was homesick. 

Explanation: Out of the list given in 
item Zi, only 'boy' is the correct answer. 
So, 'a' should be indicated as your 
respon.se. For item Za 'c' is the corn.*ct 
answer, because that is the pronoun 
which refers back to the noun 'boy'. 

Now attempt items 106 to 120. 

Some .scholars were exploring the 
forests of Middle America. They dis¬ 
covered, during their exploration some 
buildings which were in ruins. The.se 
buildings were 

106. (rt) apparently 

(b) surely (c) rcasrrnably 
ruined by the encroaching forest. It was 
also clear that these buildings were mi 
ordinary structures. They were rem¬ 
nants of a 

107. (a) great 

(b) new (r) ordinary 
civilization. The scholars got interested 
1 hey excavated more and discoveretl 

108. (a) for 

(b) at (c) to 

their utmost surprise tlie remains of a 
flourishing civilization—the Maya's 

109. (fl) while 

(b) as fr) when 

thev named it. Thus, it wa.s as late a.s in 
'110. (a) the 

(b) then (c) at 
19th wntury that the secieLs of a new 
civilization were 

111. (n) unmatched. 

(b) uneartht?d. 

(c) unparalleled. 

For sometime the scholars believed that 
the Mayans must have 

112. (a) being 

(b) become (r) been 
the di!scendants tif ancient Egyptians or 
one of the lost tribes of Israel; or piT- 
haps a brand of the South East Asia's 
immigrants. However they could not 
come to an unanimous decision. None¬ 
theless, the fact remains that even to¬ 
day the Mayan culture is one of 

113. (4 the 

(b) a (c) an 

most fascinating ancient civilizations. 

This civilization was situated in the 

114. (a) tail 

(b) heart (c) head 

of Middle America. It covered an area 
equivalent to France, 

115. (a) but 

(b) yet (c) and 
spread acm&s Guatemala, Belize and 
some parts of Mexico, Ilonduras. It 


started in 2500 B.C. and continued its 
progress till 34 

116. (4 decades 

(b) centuries (c) years 
later. Throughout its pericnl of 
progress, the people struggled against 
the invading 

117. (a) forests. 

(b) enemies. 

(c) civilization. 

They used to burn the plants and make 
the land 

118. (a) properly 

(b) gixid (c) fertile 
for cultivation. Their staple food was 
maize. But even while 

119. (a) doing 

(b) struggling (c) fighting 
for existence, they found time to build 
remarkable buildings hir 

120. ( 1 ?) it 

(b) which (c) that 
they u.sed mortar, sandstone and vol¬ 
canic nx'k. The buildings do tell us 
alxiut the technological advnnci’s they 
had allained. 


ANSWERS 


1 

(b) 

"was' 

’■ 

2 (»’) 'ntii 

iMuir' 


X 

O') 

'how 

1 am' 

4 (b) 'lias 

cost nu-' 

5. 

(c) 

'had i 

idupled llie...' 



h. 

O') 

'in Uuiiig il' 




7. 

O') 

'ill! the inidi 

iinatiiiii...' 



8 . 

0>) 

'a lot 

Ill tiu. 




ij. 

[i) 

'ma V 

be I'n- 

(IldKIill Ul...' 



10 . 

O') 

'ivilhi 

in .1 hii 

nulled Vards' 



II. 

{<■) 

'sliinild h.ivi 

i' ii luiLise' 



1 im. 

(/-) 

'is' 





1 . 1 . 

(•0 

'no i‘rr(»r’ 




14 

(<) 

'to leave llio 

‘ hiwfc’I' 



1 =;. 

O') 

'll you <i.'»k him' 



16. 

O' 

17, 

O’) 

18 (■) 

19. 

61 ) 

?.(). 

(.) 

21. 

O', 

22 (•/) 

71 

00 

24. 

(./) 

26. 

O’) 

26. (b) 

27. 

uO 

28. 

0) 

2*1 

(lO 

30 (c) 

.31. 

00 

32. 

(<•) 

.\T. 

00 

•M O') 

35 . 

(«i) 

•Ki. 

(0) 

67. 

O') 

38. (h) 

39, 

(0 

4(1. 

(■d 

41. 

00 

42. (/,) 

4.3 

(•■> 

41. 

O’) 

4S. 

O') 

46. ( 1 ) 

47. 

(-•■) 

48. 

O') 

49. 

(r) 

50. (h) 

51. 

(fl) 

62. 

(0 

51. 

00 

5-1. 00 

55. 

00 

%. 

(<•) 

57. 

00 

.58. (b) 

59 

O’) 

Ml. 

(") 

61. 

00 

62 (ii) 

63, 

00 

M. 

Ul) 

(A. 

00 

66, (c) 

67. 

(a) 

f)8. 

O’) 

69. 

0) 

70. (</) 

71. 

(b) 

72. 

00 

’73. 

O’) 

74. (b) 

75. 

(c) 

76 

00 

77. 

(C) 

78. (b) 

79 . 

(fl) 

80. 

0) 

81. 

(a) 

82. (</) 

83. 

(4) 

84. 

O’) 

8,5. 

(0 

86. (b) 

87. 

(<•) 

88. 

O') 

89. 

00 

'*). (b) 

91. 

(b) 

92. 

O') 

93 . 

{d) 

(</) 

‘B. 

(0 

%. 

00 

')7. 

(r) 

98. (d) 

99. 

id) 

1(K). 

00 

101. 

(b) 

102. (<i) 

103. 

(4) 


0) 

KB. 

00 

Kki. (it) 

11)7. 

(«) 

108 

«■) 

109. 

O’) 

110 . (it) 

111 . 

00 

112. 

{<) 

113. 

(a) 

114. (b) 

115. 

le) 

116. 

(b) 

117. 

(a) 

118. (f) 

119. 

00 

120 . 

(b) 
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GENERAL tNTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the misting number 


1. 

37; 38; 

42; 51;... 




(fl) 67 

(b) 

82 

(0 


(d) 73 

(«■) 

None of these 

2. 

2; 2; 5; 

9; 10; 28, 




(«) 31 

(b) 

27 

(c) 


(d) 17 

(c) 

None of these 

3. 

6;21;12;14;18i 

t ••• 



M 7 

(b) 

22 

ic) 


(d) 13 


None of these 

4. 

6; 13; 27; 55;... 




(a) 61 

(!') 

111 

(f) 


Id) 89 

(«•) 

None tjf these 

5. 

12; 14; 

15; 28; 18;... 



(rt) 36 

(b) 

42 

(c) 


(d) 44 

(r) 

None of these 

6. 

1;2;5; 

16; 65;... 




(fl) 391 

(b) 

261 

(0 


(d) 113 

(e) 

None of these 

7. 

18; 19; 

37; 56;... 




(«) 97 

(b) 

82 

(c) 


(d) 91 

(<•) 

None of these 

8. 

9; 16; 7 

;13;6;2: 

! , ... 



(fl) 36 

(b) 

33 

(f) 


(d) 21 

(<•) 

None of these 


(fl) 81 


(b) 82 


(c) 100 


(i) 90 


12 



7 


6 

37 

1 


49 



(fl) 2' (b) 84 (c) 87 (rf) 93 

Which share among the following is the largest? 

(^)| 


13. (n) I 




w| 


3 


14. («) 

(0 


12 

13 


(^) 


, , 15 
(r) 


id)^ 

19 


Numbers in questions 9 to 12 have the same arran¬ 
gement. Find out the missing ones: 


10 



43 


3 

13 

1 

^ 1 


25 


((U 

1 



122 


1 

7 

7 


«4 



(!») 5 


(c) 1 


(d) Z 


(«) 49 


(b) 50 


(c) 37 


(d) 36 


11 



131 


4 

41 

5 


7 



Match the right parts: 

15. 7n;342;6a3;414 

(<i) Not divisible by any other number. 

16. 924; 308; 126; 378 

(b) All are divisible by 9. 

17. 256; 144; 1%; 289 

(c) All are divisible by 7. 

18. .572; 304; 616; 196 

(d) All are squares of certain numbers. 

19. 97; 59; 61; 73 

(e) All an? divisible by 4. 

Numbers in all the three circles have the same pat¬ 
tern of arrangement. Find out the missing number 




(c) 21 

Find out the missing numbers: 
21. 12 2 9 

5 17 1 
8 2 ? 

(n) 10 

(d) 15 
? 21 

10 11 
17 4 


(b) 11 
(<’) 13 


(c) 18 


22 . 


6 

15 

15 
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(«) 7 ‘ (t) 9 (c) 13 

(d) 14 ((?) 20 

Find the odd>inan out: 

23. (fl) GefH (b) RpqS (c) EcdF 

(d) UstW (e) AyzB 

24. (a) JKmP (b) STvZ (c) EFhK 

(d) YZbE (e) NOqT 

25. (a) DBY (b) TRN (c) MKH 

(d) JHE (e) VTQ 

, 26. (a) KHN (b) EBH (c) QNT 

(d) WSZ (e) ROU 

27. (a) NUCP (b) HFEJ (c) TQPR 

(d) OMLQ (<?) VTSX 

If the first thirteen letters of the English alphabets 
were arranged in reverse order followed by the remain* 
ing thirteen in the revene orden 

28. Which letter would be to the right of 11th letter 
from end? 

(a) D (b) B (c) X 

(d) W (£•) V 

29. Which letter would be exactly in the middle of 
17lh letter from the left and 14th from the right? 

(«) A (b) Z (c) Y 

(d) C (e) T 

30. The letter 'Z' is sandwiched between: 


36. F 

R 

E N 

C 

H 





i») 

1 

(b) 

h 


(c) 

w 

(d) 

b 

(e) 

y 

(f) 

m 






37. C 

o 

® A 

. K 

D 





ia) 

n 

(b) 

z 


ic) 

1 

(<0 

h 

(e) 

j 

(0 

c 






38. S 

I 

L E 

N ■ 

r 





(«) 

V 

(b) 

m 


(c) 

p 

(<0 

d 

(c) 

f 

(0 

w 






39. C 

@ 

U P 

L 

E 





(«) 

k 

lb) 

h 


(c) 

w 

(d) 

n 

ie) 

P 

(0 

a 






40. P 

L 

I N 

T [ 

m 





(«) 

y 

(b) 

m 


(c) 

a 

(d) 

P 

(«■) 

V 

(f) 

d 






41. [g 

A 

S H 

E 

D 





w 

w 

(b) 

f 


(C) 

z 

id) 

q 


(e) c (0 y 
According to a certain code: 

'tin min din kin' means 'Murderer has run away', 
'din bin nin lin' means 'Run after him fast'. 

'kin vin zin nin' means 'Guard has fast horse.'. 

'hin lin tin zin' means 'Guard ran after murderer'. 
42. What is the code for run? 


(a) A&B (b) B&C 

(c) A&Y (d) O&P 

(e) M&N 

In questions given below, a lead word is followed by 
five words. Four are related to the lead in a similar way 
but one is different Find this odd-man out 

31. ACCORDANCE 



(fl) CORD 

(b) DANCE 


(c) DEAR 
(c) CRANE 

(d) RACE 

32. MOVEMENT 



(fl) MOMENT 

(b) TONE 


(c) MEET 

(d) TENT 

(d) MOVE 

33. 

AFTERNOON 



(fl) FATE 

(b) CRATE 


(c) TUNE 
(f) CRAFT 

(d) BOON 

34. 

PREPARATION 



(fl) PREPARE 

(b) OPERATION 


(c) CREATION 
(c) SUPPORT 

(d) STRAP 


Words in questions 35 to 41 are written in codes as 
well, each letter representing one letter of the word. 
Your task is to find out ttie right code for letters enclosed 
in box: 

35. S [f] A R V E 

(a) w (b) f (c) v (d) c 

(c) 1 (f) g 


{a) min (/>) din (c) kin (d) lin 

43. What does 'zin' stand for? 

(a) fast (b) horse (c) after (d) guard 

44. 'Miu-derer has horse' would be cixied as: 

(a) vin tin Kin (b) tin kin din 

(f) zin lin vin (d) kin nin din 

Given below are three positions of the same dice: 



45. What number is opposite'one'? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

46. Which face of the dice does side with '3' does not 
touch? 


(fl) 2 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

Correct the following equations by interchanging 
two signs: 

47. (12 + 3x6) + (3-4 + l) = 6 

(a) +;+ (b) x; + 

(c) -;x (d) +;- 

48. (12-2-6) + (15 + llx24) = 4 

(a) 2-;x (b) +;- 

(c) x;+ (d) x; + 

49. (4 + ll)x(6 + 2-9) = 5 

(fl) +;- (b) x; + 

(£■) +;x (d) -;x 

50. (13x4 + 2) + (16-4) = 6 
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(a) +;- (i») -;x 

(c) +;x (d) x; + 

51. {35 + 7x3) + (9-3) = 48 

(a) (b) +;- 

(c) x;- (d) +;x 

Match die right set of items wiUi the right ligun on 
the basis of relationship among items: 

52. earth: moon: India 



53. men : spectacles: boys 



54. women : players: tall 


55. garden : lawn: flowers 


56. animals: horns: spots 


57. pearl: diamond ; ruby 



Study the following figure and answer the ques¬ 
tions that follow; 



58. Count the number of triangles in the figure: 

(a) 12 [b) 18 (c) 24 

(d) 28 (c) Ntmeoflh^ 

59. How many squares {+) and rectangles are there? 

(a) 3 ib) 5 (c) 8 (d) 9 

(r) None of these 

60. Mr Bhalla starts from his home and goes one km. 
South, then he turns towards right and goes one km, then 
he turns left and goes one km, he again turns left and goes 
two kms and finally he turns towards left once more and 
reaches point T* after going two kms. How far is T' from 
his home and in which direction? 

(a) 2 kms west (li) 3 kms east 

(c) one km south (d) 1km east 

(r) 2 kms east 

61. A team of four is to be selected for social work 
from A, B, C, D, E, F and G. The following conditions must 
be fulfilled; 

D and E must be together 
A and G must not be together 
B and G must be together 
£ and F should not be together 
F and C should be together 
C and B must not be together 
The team would consist of; 

(a) ACFB (b) ACFD (c) BFDE 

(d) ADEG (c) BDEG 

62. Six children A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting in rows 
of three. A is behind C, F is in front of D who is to the left 
of E while F is to the right of C. Who is on the extreme right 
in the front row? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C (d) D 

(c) E 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
iiave to say which of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question mark in the Problem Figures: 


PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

A B C D E 


Q'*" 

4-• 

-• 

*—0 

0-• 

0 —> 

-• 

LJ 

[J 

u 

u 

Li 

€5 


o 

0 

0 

o 1 ^ 

T 

‘1 

r 

IP T"0 


• 

o- 

•- 

o— > 

•< —o 


T 

0 

J 

U 

Li 

? 

0 

Q 

Q 

0 

7 

0-1- 

V 

i' 

<1 1 o 

0-]— 

A 

7 
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67 

O V 

o 

(•> 

□ 

□ 

VO 

□ * 

A 

■ 


D ^ 

^ -ft 

•ft D 

D ^ 


68 





? 


■ft 

D 


ft 



c=> 


0 


mm 

69 

D 

a 

0 c:> 

__.0 



0 



T 

■ 

70 

A > 

A 

-< A 

A > 

■ 



6 

o' 

b 

Ml 

71 


n 

7 

n 






# 



0 

o □ 

0 0 

0 □ 


72 



□ 

□ 

7 





o 



□ A 

e 

©□V 

□ V 

0 

□ 

V 9 

0 V 

□ 




^ ft 


D ft 

Dft 

D 

Dft 

0 

D 

CTD 

^0 

a 

cr3 

0 a 

0 

0 

c=> 

0 

D 

CO 

A 

<A 

6 

A > 
o' 

A 

b 

< A 

H 

Tffl 

n 

7 

s 

11 


0 □ 0 

□ 

o 

O 0 
□ 

0 

o 

; o o o 
□ 
□ 

0 

□ 

0 

□ o 

0 □ 

□ ; 

0 I 

O I 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


2 ^ + 1 ; 


1. (a) Go on adding 1^; 2 ^ 3^'.. to numbers. 

2. (d) The numbers are r + 1; + 1; 2^ +1; 

3^ + 1... 

3. (a) Therearetwoseries:6,12,18... and21,14,7... 

4. (b) Each number is double +1 of the prect^ding num¬ 

ber. 

5. (fj) Again there are two series, 12,15,18... and 14,28, 

42... 

6. (c) The arrangement is (1 x 1) + 1; (2 x 2) + 1; 

(5x3) + l; (16x4) + l... 

7. (ff) l^ch number is the total of its two preceding num¬ 

bers. 

8. (d) Each alternate number is the total of numbers on 

its right and left. 

9. to J2. Example (9): 3‘ + 2^ i.c. 9 + 4 = 13; (3 ^ 2)^ = 25 and 
all these five numbers added together make 4.3. 

9. (d) 10. (b) 11. (a) 12. (d) 

13. (d) 14. (fl) 15. (h) 16. (c) 

17. (d) 18. (i4 19. (aj 

20. (c) Exampk: (6^ ~ 4^) + (2" ~r) = 23 

Hence 9-4+ 49-36 = 18 

21. (e) The total linewise and columnwise is 23. 

22. (6) Here the total linewise and columnwi<ie is 36. 

23. (d) 24. (l>) 25. (h) 26. (d) 

27. (c) 

28. to 30. The ariangement of letters would be: 
MLKJIHGFEDCBAZYXWVUTSRQPON 

28. (d) 29. (c) 30. (c) 

31. (c) In Ollier words, the arrangement of letters picked 

up to form the words has not been changed. 

32. (<■) In other words, all the letters are from the lead 

word, this one has an extra T'. 

33. (a) In other words, one letter is from outside. 


34. (e) Otherword.s, has one outsider, this one has two. 

35. to 41. Sort out common letters from words and match 

them with common ccxlcs. 


35. (f) 

36. (b) 

37. (.•) 

38. 0 

39. (d) 

40. (a) 

41. (d) 

42. (/.) 

43. (d) 

44. (a) 

45. (fl) 

46. (c) 

47. (h) 

48. (a) 

49. (c) 

50. (a) 

51. (d) 

52. D 

53. E 

54. B 

55. A 

56. F 

57. C 

58. (d) 

59. (c) 

60. (d) 

61. (r) 

62. (/») 


For answering next set cf {lueslions each figure must be 
studied separately. The figures move in a certain direction at a 
certain speed. They may swing, move along definite points, may 
cover some extra distance during their movement or may 
change alternately. Some figures get bigger or smaller or chatige 
their shapes according to a certain pattern. Some may disap¬ 
pears and others in tlwir place appear. One very important point 
is the study of each figure in relation with tlw other figures in 
the question. The movement of the figures is usually clockwise, 
anticlockwise, up and down, right and left or vice xKrsa or from 
corner to corner or around or inside another figure. They some¬ 
times interchange places among themselves. 


63. B 
65. A 
69. E 


64. D 
67. C 
71. E 
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66. D 
70. A 


68. C 
72. B 








































GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find ttie odd-man out; 


1. (<?} uranium 

(b) x-rays 

(c) radar 

(d) insulin 

(e) radium 


2. (rt) cia'le 

(h) triangle 

(c) hc!xagon 

(d) square 

(c) parallelogram 

3. (rt) APPLE 

(b) ROHINI 

(c) BI-IASKAR 

(d) VIKRANT (c) ARYABHATTA 

4. (tt) Shimla 

(h) Nainitdl 

(r) Almora 

(d) Darjeeling 

(c) Mysore 


5. (rt) frank 

ih) dollar 

(r) yen 

(d) ounce 

(c) pound 


6. (rt) leopard 

(b) fox 

(c) panther 

(d) lion 

(•’) tiger 


7. (rt) Earth 

(b) Moon 

(c) Saturn 

(if) Mar.s 

(c) Mercury 


8. (rt) sal Iron 

(/>) tea 

(r) hemp 

(d) spices 

(c) sugarcane 



Ihe items, given in each of the following questions 
lavc a definite relationship. Your task is to find out from 
he choice given to you the set with identical relation- 
hip. 

glacier: snow 

(rt) scM ; shore (b) vegctahlo ; garden 

(c) mountain : valley (if) M.r.: Parliament 

1(1. jamboree; .scouts 

(i/) training; N.C.C. (b) carnival: (loanest- 
(l) neu'spapiM-; news (tl) drama: stage 
11, chocolates : totfetvs 

(tl) drink:l.imca (/') Bible:Quran 

(c) flowers: dead (d) sinner: hell 

J2. comet: space 

(//) fish : water (b) tel».*scope : stars 

(cj planets : stars (i/) river: sea 

13. engine: whistle 

(fl) car • horn (!') poem : recitation 

(c) train • track {d) fcicycle: brakes 

14. straight ; curved 

(a) fringle: action (b) line: point 

(f) active: dormant (d) run: )ump 

15. petrol: cooking gas 

(a) ink: pen (i») oil : machine 

(c) juice; fruit (d) nail: hammer. 

16. pages: book. 

a) books:reader (h) plants:fruit 

c) bricks: house (d) food : hunger 


Each question given below has three items. Match 
the questions witii A, B,C, D, E and F on the basis of the 
relaticmship among items. The order need not be the 
same: 

17. Curtain: flag: handkerchief 

(A) oak: eucalyptus : banyan 

18. Cianga : Mansarovar: water 

(B) butter: cream: cheese 

19. Sikhs: India ; Hindus 

(C) Avadhi; Bhojpuri: U.P. 

20. idii: dosa : South 

(D) medicine: tablet: liquid 

21. crane: flemingo: curlew 

(E) carton : tube: tooth-paste 

22. shell: sea : pearl 

(F) dolphin: whale: water 

If Prakash is heavier than Rakesh but lighter titan 
Qadar; Qadar is lighter than Surjeet but heavier than 
Thoma.s who is heavier than Rakesh, then: 

23. Who is the heaviest? 

(a) Surjeet (h) Qadar (c) Prakash 

(d) Rakesh (c) Thomas 

24. Which of the following statements cannot be con¬ 
firmed? 

(a) Thomas is lighter than Qadar. 

(b) Qadar is heavier than Rakesh. 

(c) Prakash is lighter than Surjeet. 

(d) Thomas is heavier than Prakash 
(cj None of the above. 

A man has some dogs and birds and keepers to look 
after them. The total number of heads is 31 and of legs 76. 
Dogs are 5 more in number than the keepers and birds 
are four more than double the number of keepers and 
dogs added together. 

25. J low many birds are there? 

(a) 20 (b) 24 (c) 22 

(d) 28 (c) None of titese 

26. If one bird died the proporticai between dogs and 
birds would be: 

(fl) 1:4 (b) 2:5 ic) 1:3 

(d) 2:3 (e) None of these 

Three friends Ratan, Prasad and Shankar are married 
to Reshma, Gopi and Sarla. Each pair has two daughters. 
The mixed names of tiie girls are Darpan, Shobha, Gud- 
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die, Santa, Dimple and Sheela. Answer questions 27 to 
29 on the basis of infonnation given below: 

Ratan is neither Reshma's husband nor Sarita's father. 
Dimple is not Shobha's sister or Shankar's daughter. 
Sarita is not Sheela's sister. 

Sarla is not Darpan's mother or Ratan's wife. 

Two pairs of sisters have the same first letter in their 
names. 

Prasad is not Reshma's husband or Dimple's father. 
Shobha is not Prasad's daughter or Sarita's sister. 

27. Who is Shobha's sister? 

(a) Sheela (b) Sarla 

(c) Guddie (d) Darpan 

28. Which two are Ratan's daughters? 

(fl) Shobha : Sheela (h) Sarita: Guddie 

(c) Dimple; Sarita (d) Darpan: Dimple 

29. Guddie's mother and sister arc: 

(a) Reshma: Sheela (b) Sarla: Sarita. 

(c) Gopi: Darpan (d) Sarla: Shobha 

In four sections of a class A, B, C and D, the toppers 
are Rohit, Mukesh, Sudhir and Rajendra but not in the 
same order. 

Mukesh and Rajendra were not in sections A or C. 
Rohit was not in C nor Mukesh in D. 

Match the right section with the right toppen 


30. A 

(a) Rajendra 

31. B 

(b) Rohit 

32. C 

(c) Mukesh 

33. D 

(d) Sudhir 

SYLLOGISMS 


TYPE I 

In questions given below, a situation has been explained in 
a frio Statements follomd by a Conclusion. Tiek-mark \pur 
ansxmrs as: 

(a) if the conclusion definitely follows fn)m the state¬ 
ments. 

{b) if it is a long drawn one. 

(c) if the conclusion definitely does not follow from 
the Statements. 

(d) is doubtful as the information given Ls inadequate. 

Note: Your answers ^lould only be in titc light of the 
Statements giivn. 

Statements: 

34. 1. The younger generation felt heart-broken when 
the famous singer Michael Jackson's tour 
programme to India was cancelled. 

2. The elderly people were not sorry for this 
change in his programme. 

Conclusion: Only the younger generahon is crazy about 
Michael Jackson and his type of music. 


(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements; 

35. 1. In good old days lovers used to express their 

feelings in long love letters and romantic ver¬ 
ses. 

2. Now a days, they prefer te seii^^ds contain¬ 
ing readymade love messaged 

Conclusion: Modern lovers lack original poetic and roman¬ 
tic ideas. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. ChowdhariCharanSinghhadbeenChiefMin- 

ister of U.P. prior to becoming Prime Minister. 

2. Shri Morarji Desai had been a Chief Minister 
too. 

3. Mr Narasi mha Rao, our present Prime Mmister 
was CM of Andhra Pradesh some years back. 

Conclusion: Only Chief Ministers are eligible for Prime 
Ministership. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. The present generation of film stars is well 

trained for doing stunts. 

2. They can dance well too. 

Conclusion: They arc not trained for the art of acting. 

(fl) □ ([>) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Slalemenls: 

38. 1. The Babri Masjtd demolition took place on 6th 

Dec '92. 

2 On 6th l>c '93, five bomb blasts in different 
trains injured many people. 

Conclusion: On e/ery 6th Dec now onwards, some such 
incidents would take place. 

{a) □ (/;• □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

39. 1. The rebel forces get most of their weapons from 

oth..*r countries. 

2. A fter a dash between the rebels and the police 
orces, many weapons were seized. 

C vfclusioiu All of them were made in some other country, 
(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

40. 1., Soft mattresses mostly give backaches. 

2' Hard beds leave foe back stiff. 

Conclusioi: One should sleep with face down so as to 
avoid painful back. 

(a) Cl (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ .. 

Statements: 

41. .4. Some journalists are very dashing, 

2. Ramesh is a dashing man. 
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Conclusion: Ramesh is a journalist 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) O 

TYPE 11 

In taking decisions,about important (juestions, it is desirable 
to hr able to distinguish between strong arguments and weak 
arguments so far as they are related to the question. A weak 
argument may be minor importance, may not be directly 
rmted to the question or may he related to some trivial aspect of 
the question. In questions given below, each question is fidlowed 
by arguments I and 11. You haw to decide which of the arguments 
is strong and which is walk, then tick-mark N) your answers as 
under: 

(a) Only 1 is strong. 

(b) Only If is strong. 

(c) Either 1 or 11 is strong. 

(d) Neither f nor 11 is strong. 

(e) Both I and II arc strong. 

42. Will air fares be cut? 

I. Yes, they are too high for people to travel hence the 
department is going in loss. 

II. No, with rising prices of fuel and high wages to the 
staff, it is not easy to cut fares. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) U 

43. Are cartoonists artists? 

I. Yes, they have mastered the art of conveying their 
humour and satire with a few strokes of brush. 

II. No, they are unable to draw beautiful life-like 
sketches. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

44. rXws fulfilment of electoral pledge help party to 
win next election? 

1. Yes, it is a prexjf of firmness and honesty of the 
party. 

11 No, the fulfilment is often at too high a cost and 
creates new problems. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

45. Can husband and wife remain goexJ friends after 
a divorce? 

1. Yes, a mere divorce cannot break the intimate 
togetherness of years. 

U. No, divorce is only sought when they are unable to 
tolerate each other hence the question of friendly 
feelings does not arise. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

46. Du discount sales bring good profit? 

I. Yes, customers get quitlity items by paying less. 

II. No, the stock is sold on lesser price. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (tf) □ (c) □ 

47. Is our civilLsaticsi on the threshold of extinction? 

I. Yes, only the older generation keeps on clinging to 
inherited valu^, the younger generation is crazy 
about adopting western ways. 

II. No, it is too deep rooted to extinct 


(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

48. Do bawdy son^ help in making a formula movie 
popular? 

I. Yes, most of the auditorium is filled with the 
audience who have just come to listen to such 
songs and watch the matching performance. 

II. No, people in general find such songs obnoxious 
and do not go to movies which have vulgar songs. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ fe) □ 

49. Will all the publicity against AIDS help in control¬ 
ling the spread of this fatal disease? 

I. Yes, the programmes shall bring awareness to the 
masses. 

II. No, people don't take heed to such warnings. 

(«i) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE III 

In questions given below, a statement is followed by implica¬ 
tions I and II. An implication is something hinted at, suggested 
or tahm far granted. Tick-mark your answers as fallows: 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) C'>nly II is implicit. 

(c) Either I or 11 is implicit. 

(d) Neither I nor If is implicit. 

(e) Both I and If are implicit. 

Statement: 

50. Nine countries met together in New Delhi with the 
object of total eradication of illiteracy in all these countries, j 

Implications: 

1. The remaining countries of the world have cent per 
cent literacy. 

If. These nine countries will have cent per cent 
literacy by the turn of the century 
(«?) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

51. The President's route was changed at the last 
minute. 

Implications: 

I. The security personnel expected trouble. 

II. The road was not in good condition. 

(<0 □ (h) □ (c) □ (.f) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

52. The Govt has now decided to take serious action 
against hoarders and black marketeers. 

Implications: 

I. Prior to this decision, the government was not 
concerned with them. 

II. General public is deprived of some essential com¬ 
modities. 

(rt) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

53. Some young persems were found travelling in a 
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bus on fake students' identity card. 

Implications: 

I. These young persons were availing themselves of 
other facilities as well that were meant for students 
only. 

II. The college authorities are not aware of the fact 
that fake cards are being used by sonic young 
persons. 

(a) □ (fe) □ (c) □ (rf) □ (f) □ 

Statement: 

54. Some readers read the fortune tellers' page first. 
Implications: 

I. Tlicy have faith in these foretells. 

'll. They do so for fun and to confirm wliether they 
tally with incidents of the period mentioned. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

55. An industrialist is waiting to receive clearance 
from Ministry of Environment and Forest to set up hi§ new 
plant. 

Implications: 

I. The place where factory is to be set up is covered 
with forests. 

II. It is routine for setting up any new factory. 

(a) □ (ij) □ (c) □ (d) □ (r) □ 

Statements: 

56. In spite of strained relations between India and 
Pakistan, tlie two countries want to keep tlieir bikitcral 
talks going. 

Impliaitions: 

I. Both the countries are confident that such talks 
would bring an end to their problems. 

' II. As soon as the delegates from the two countries 
confront each other, they start fighting. 

' ^ (a) □ {/») □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

! 

57. America often talks of cutting all aid to Pakistan. 

1 Implications: 

I. Pakistan is misusing the arms received from 
America. 

II. Pakistan cannot survive without American aid. 

(fl) □ {b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

! 'TYPE IV 

In each question gm'ii beloiv, statements J and 2 arc fol- 
Imoed by conclusions I amt II. Taking the statements to Ih’ true, 
! although they may appear at mriance luith commonly accepted 
facts, tick mark your answers as under: 

(a) Only 1 is right. 

(b) Only 11 is right. 

(c) Either 1 or 11 is right. 

(d) Neither I nor 11 is right. 


(e) Both 1 and II ate right. 

Statements: 

SB. 1. Some chairs are tables. 

2. All tables are stools. 

Conclusiotts: 

I. All stools are tables. 

II. Some stools are chairs. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

59. 1. All flowers arc trees. 

2. All trees are roots. 

Conclusions: 

I. All roots are flowers. 

U. All flowers are roots. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Stateiiu'nts: 

60. 1. All dancers am magiciaas. 

2. Some magicians are singers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some singers are dancers. 

II. No .singer is a dancer. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) J 

Sfatcmails: 

61. 1. Some surgeons are carpenters. 

2. Some carpenters arc blacksmiths. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some blacksmiths an? surgeons. 

II. No carpenter is a surgeon. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

62. 1. Some trees are buses. 

2. Some roads are buse.s. 

Conclusions: 

I, No road i.s a triv. 

II. Some roads art* trees. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (fO □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

63. 1. Chemists arc cither businessmen or instructors. 
2. All dentists arc chemists. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some dentists are businessmen. 

II. All dentists are instructors. 

(a) a (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

64. 1. The buses that go round the city are either red 

or blue. 

2. Stime buses have reserved seats. 
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Concluskms; 

I. Only blue buses have reserved seats, 
n. Only red buses have reserved seats. 

(a) □ (b) □, (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Slaleimnts: 

65. 1. Milk is water and water is mercury.. 

2. Some mercury is spirit and the remaining is 
soup. 

Coticlushm: 

I. Some milk is spirit. 

U. Some milk is soup. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (t*) □ 

TYPEV 

In qucslions giivn bdmv, Asstniiplion 'A' in fidlownl by 
reasons Rl and Rll. Tick mark your ansnvrs as follouvt: 

(a) Only RI is the reason for A. 

(h) Only RII is the reason far A. 

(c) Hither Rl or RII is the reason for A. 

((/) Neither Rl nor RII is the reason for A. 

(e) Both Rl and RII are reasons for A. 

Assumption: 

66. A. Ganga has always infatuated film makers 
from Hast and West. 

RI. It is a holy river and film makers aw very religious 
perstms. 

RII. Other rivers d(> not ha\'e such fascinating scenic 
beauty. 

(a) □ (<)) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Assumption: 

67. A. Sons of rich persims often go astray. 

RI. Their parents are always bicsy and do not realize 
what path their children are following. 

RII. Wrong type* of friends try to extract money from 
them and misguide them. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (if) □ (r) □ 

Assumption: 

68. A. Workers of factories have tlieir unions. 

Rl. A Union is needed to kxik after the interests and 
rights of workers. 

Rll. They can’t go on strike unless they are asscKiated 
with a union. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (<•) □ 

Assumption: 

69. A. Tlie Finance Minister. Mr Man Mohan Singh 
resigned from his pc^t. 

RI. Me was fora'd to do so by members of the Opposi¬ 
tion Party. 

Rll. He felt morally bound to resign due to Harshad 
Mehta scam. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ {d) □ (c) □ 
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Assumption; 

70. A. More and more businessmen and womoi are 
drawn towards export business. 

Rl. There is no nuirket for their products in India. 

RIl. Export business is fetdiing good money. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) Q (c) □ 

Assumption: 

71. A. The cc«t of land is going up unchecked. 

Rl. Everyone wants to acquire a piece of land. 

RII. There is no government rule to control tlie cost of 
land. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Assumplion: 

72. A. The Indian Railways needs large capital out¬ 
lays. 

Rl. The railway employees are demanding an increase 
in salary. 

RII. It needs money for major expansion programmes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

Assumption: 

73. A. The weaker sections of the society are 
demanding equal rights. 

Rl. They have been constantly exploited by the 
stronger sections. 

RII. Nothing is granted without a strong demand. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


49. (a) 50. (d) 51. (a) 51 (b) 

53. (e) 54. (c) 55. (c) 56. (d) 

57. (a) , 

for answcritiji the next type oftpiestums, the best xoay is to 
draw diaf^raius of oil th’ possible sitmtions and then reach the 
fool-proof conclusion. 

58. (b) 





59. (b) 



60 . (f) 





61 . (d) 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (c) It Is the only invention among discoveries. 

1 (a) All the others are made by straight lines. 

3. (d) It is Ore only ship among spacecraft. 

4. (e) All the others are hill-stations. 

5. (d) Others are currencies, ounce, a unit of weight. 

6. All the other beasts belong to cat family. 

7. (b) All the others are planets. 

8. (c) All the others are edible products. 

9. (d) One is formed by the other. 

10. (b) One section gathers to celebrate the other. 

11. (b) The items arc two units of the same category. 

12. (a) One moves around in the other. 

13. (a) They are alarm warning and signal sounds. 

14. (f) The words are opposites. 

15. (d) They are products of the same item. 

16. (c) a gamp of one commodity is needed to prepare the 

other. 




63. (d) 



17. 

B 

18. D 

19. F 

20. 

C 

21. 

A 

22. E 

23. {a) 

24. 

id) 

25. 

{c) 

26. (c) 

27. (a) 

28. 

id) 

29. 

(b) 

30. (b) 

31. (c) 

32. 

00 

33. 

(fl) 

34. (a) 

35. (c) 

36. 

ib) 

37. 

(c) 

38. (b) 

39. (d) 

40. 

(c) 

41. 

(c) 

42. (b) 

43. (fl) 

44. 

ie) 

45. 

(b) 

46. (d) 

47. (c) 

48. 

(a) 


CH CH CH 


64. (d) 

65. (c) 

66. (d) 

67. (c) 

68. (a) 

69. (b) 

70. (b) 

71. (fl) 

72. (b) 

73. (r) 
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MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


^Work banishes those three 
great evils—boredom, vice 
and poverty. 

—Voltaire 

There is no denying the fact that 
only work can weave a web of 
wonders in the world, the like of 
which no ntagic or miracle can 
match. By pursuing the passion of 
work, human beings not only en¬ 
dear themselves to God but also 
keep at bay the machinations of the 
devil. The curse of poverty di.sap- 
pcars, not by prayer or piety, but by 
wielding the wand of work. Most of 
the vices of the world can be 
banished if human minds channel 
their imagination and inclinations 
towards concrete concepts. Human 
faculties, physical as well mental, 
are meant to bo used for driving 
away those evil forces that spoil and 
sully the colourful stream of our 
thoughts and emotions. Prosperity 
in human life does not come by 
chance or accident. It has to be 
earned and acquired through the 
sweat of one's brow. The contours 
and curves of human civilisation 
and culture have been chiselled and 
chastened by those who relentlessly 
worked while the idlers simply in¬ 
dulged in day-dreaming. 

"An open mind collects 
more riches than an open 
purse." 

An open mind is prone to 
receive ideas coming from all direc¬ 
tions and thus enrich itself intellec¬ 
tually and culturally beyond all 
expectations. It stands out like a 
beacon house of light that scatters 
guod-w'ill and gaiety all around. 
Human history ha.s shown that 
whenever channels of thought be¬ 
come narrow and minds get 
choked, societies suffer. An open 
purse may collect a few coins in the 
name of sporadic charity or dona¬ 


tion but an open mind always 
receives the wisdom of all ages and 
sages alike. Human destiny on the 
road to peace and progress has been 
shaped by those who were not the 
slaves of sinister slogans in the 
name of superior race or religion. 
Just as running water absorbs all es¬ 
sences, in the same vein an open 
mind sifts the chaffe from the grain 
and renders the latter more 
palatable and pleasurable to eat and 
digest 

"A little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing." 

'Empty vessels make much 
noise' and expose themselves to 
ridicule by one and all. Likewise 
such persons, as possess imperfect 
or inadequate knowledge, may play 
havoc with those who are 
desperate. A quack who has col¬ 
lected some prescriptions from here 
and there will surely endanger the 
livTO of those who approach him for 
trratment of their ailments. In a 
world, where conclusions of yester 
years are being challenged or 
changed with more and more facts 
coming to light, it is the height of ab¬ 
surdity on the part of a 'pseudo 
scholar nr a jack of all trades' to 
boast of his smattering of 
knowledge or command over mat¬ 
ters, physical as well as spiritual. 
More often than not, people do not 
suffer as much at the hands of the 
ignorant as they do at the hands of 
those who.se knowledge of a subject 
is half- baked and half-witted. No 
doubt, ours is an age of specialisa¬ 
tion and expertise and even they 
who have so many achieventents to 
their credit, in the fields of research 
and development, do not rely much 
on their past laurels. Rather they 
put their heart and soul in further¬ 
ing and expanding the parameters 
of their experiments and experien¬ 


ces, so that they do not lag behind 
as far as the latest techniques and 
their use are concerned. They are 
well aware of the fact that 'a little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing'. 

"Old habits die hard" 

'History repeats itself' is a bitter 
truth which is as disturbing as the 
old follies committed again and 
again on one pretext or the other. 

Man, unfortunately, is a slave of 
habits and ordinarily he makes 
many a vow only to break them in 
no time. Since we are moved mere 
by passions and temptations tfian 
by ideas, it is but natural that habits 
bom out of sensuous pleasures sel¬ 
dom allow us the option to give 
them up. We may boast that habits 
cannot dictate us but the truth is 
that habits—rather old habits—die 
only with the death of their hapless 
victims. Old books and friends are a 
blessing indeed, but old habits like 
stealing, drinking, smoking, drug¬ 
ging and so on, are a curse, not only 
for the sufferers but also for their 
kith and kin. Since such pernicious 
habits die hard, they are bound to 
spell disaster for all. Such bad 
habits sap and suck a man's vigoiu 
and vitality. When history repeals it¬ 
self, it is the re-acting of an absurd 
drama of death and destruction. But 
for those caught in the whirlpool of 
old habits, it is the end of their 
dreams and the wilderness of 
despair. No amount of sane advice 
or counselling succeeds in bringing 
the addict back on rails. But some i 
habits like charity, compassiem, 
work or selfless service, do create 
an atmosphere of sun-shine. The 
saying 'old is gold' .sweetens the bit¬ 
ter of life and makes it more pur¬ 
pose and fruitful. It is only when 
old habits .start eating into the vitals 
of life that they become a scourge. 
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_ PERSONAUTYDEmOPMENT _ 

Visualize to Realize 


A person witfiout a definite des¬ 
tination in mind is like a waif 
drifting on the vast expanse of the 
world, He is tossed up and down by 
the currents of the circumstances. 

Whereas, a self-assured person is 
usually one who has definite goals 
for living, a purpose to fulfil. Such a 
person is going places and going 
pretty fast. 

If, then, you are lacking in self-con¬ 
fidence, perhaps a good start would be 
to ask, "Have I a definite goal or pur¬ 
pose in life; what are my aims?" 

No journey was ever started by a 
person who had no idea where he 
wanti'd to go. Where do you want to 
get? Are you out for fun, money, for 
enrichment of personality, for 
pleasure, or for service? 

Who does not want to be a suc¬ 
cessful? Everybody diX!S. No one is 
an exception. 

But do you have the right at¬ 
titude for achievement? Dr Karl Men- 
ninger has put it aptly: "Attitudes are 
more important than facts." If you are 
tormented by doubts and fears, these 
words arc highly significant. They 
show that how you look at life is very 
important 

Thus, by changing your attitude, 
you can shed your tormenting fears 
and doubts, which act as stumbling 
blocks to your success. 

Vernon Howard says: "Never, 
never, run yourself down. Never ex¬ 
press yourself as being inferior, for if 
you do, you will believe what you 
say." 

Our general conversation should 
express optimism. We sometimes feci 
gloomy. AH the sanie, we should try 
to find something to speak chcx?rfully 
about. 

We can check any tendency to 
self pity by optimistic thoughts. In 
moments of despair we may think 
that we never had a proper chance in 


life. Considering, though, the chan¬ 
ces still left, we can supplant self- 
pify by optimism. 

Clcsely linked with optimism is 
our self-confidence. This can be built 
up by realising that we are not alone 
in our struggles. Our self-confidencc 
must be laid on realistic foundations. 
This means being honest with oursel¬ 
ves about our abilities. 

Choase worth-while goals; have 
a constructive philosophy of life. The 
pursuit 'of plea.sure, power, 
prominence or filthy lucre, merely for 
their own sake, do not usually help 
your emotional stability; they are too 
much at the mercy of circumstances. 

The urge to do a giKsd job, to 
overcome obstacles and difficulties 
and to live up to wholesome ideals 


By changing your attitude, 
you can sited your tormenting 
fears and doubts which act as 
stumbling blocks to your 
success 


are the objectives which spell 
achievement and success. 

A man caught in a stormy sea 
said, "I can still visualize the shore 
and 1 will reach it." With such a 
philosophy a person is independent 
of changes of adversity. No matter 
what happens, his ideal remains the 
same; he will do his best. He emerges 
with flying colours. 

Take a good look at the pa.st 
events. Drag them into the light of the 
day. See (hat, because they are past, 
they have no power to defeat you 
to-day, unless you yourself surrender 
to them by thinking fearfully about 
them. Blush with shame if you 
must—and then, just laugh them 
right out of existence. 

We all have vestige of childhood 


in us. To face haunting fears boldly, 
bid them begone, and go ahead as if 
nothing had never existed. 

Take stock of yourself. Mistakes 
and failures should be put right out 
of your life. Let the past go; look only 
to the future. 

Look away from yourself; be ob¬ 
jective. People who lack confidence 
usually think about everything and 
everybody only as they relate to 
themselves. 

Do concentrate on doing. Forget 
yourself in what you are doing. Then 
vou will be so busy accomplishing 
something that you will not have the 
energy to wwry about yourself. 

The surest of all ways of finding 
yourself is to lose yourself in some¬ 
thing bigger than yourself. 

A Tost player while facing the 
bowler concentrates only on the next 
ball—not on women in the stands or 
what some spectator may shout at 
him. 

Do not depend on others. Get in¬ 
formation if you need it, but make 
your own decisions. By making 
decisions we govern ourselves, we 
grow, we control our own lives. 

The person who cannot make up 
his mind is a figure of fun, a nuisance, 
a hindrance. We all know the person 
who always asks advice. Shall he take 
his umbrella? Me looks out of the 
front door, comes back for his 
umbrella, asks his wife's advice, and 
when she agrees it may rain, he 
hesitates, then leaves his umbrella be¬ 
hind; iinaily, l\c is annoyed because 
he gets wet. 

If you are seeking to develop self- 
confidence you must make your own 
decisions. Watcit ft'r the little things; 
decide them without reference to 
anyone else. 

In large matters, weigh up the 
pros and cons, but Uten decide for 
yourself and hold to your decisions. 
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You may make mistakes. Be wilting 
to make them and to take the full 
consequences of your decisions. In a 
number of cases, the determined 
decision you have made yourself will 
produce the right results. 

Let others know your decisions. 
A big resolve, affecting perhaps the 
whole course of your life, and made 
known to intimates, often serves as a 
challenge; it reinforces the decision, it 
puts you on your toes; you will not 
want to let cither yourself or your 
friends down. 

Give yourself a daily build-up of 
positive thinking. By the persistent 
use of pi«itlve suggestions you can 
overcome the negation of a per¬ 
sonality lacking confidence. 

Emile Cone says, "If you can per¬ 
suade yourself that you can do a cer¬ 
tain thing, provided this thing be 
possible you will do it, however dif¬ 
ficult it may be. If, on the contrary, 
you imagine that you cannot do the 
simplest thing in the world, it is im¬ 
possible for you to do it, and 
molehills become for you unscalable 
mountains." 

Positive auto-suggestion of the 
kind outlined is a most valuable tool. 
It often produces immediate and al- 
mo.st miraculous results. It requires a 
certain persistence, however, but 
adopted as a rule of life and 
preserved in, it can be the greatest 
ally in helping you to help yourself to 
self-confidence. 

Cultivate a tidy mind. Impress 
deeply on yourself the basic idea of 
tidiness. Two of the underlying dis¬ 
ciplines of tidiness are those of con¬ 
centration and decision. To accept 
and practise these is the first step 
towards a tidy mind and tidy habits. 

Tidiness is really disciplined ac¬ 
tion. And disciplined action can 
spring only from a disciplined mind. 

Visualise tidiness. It is well-es¬ 
tablished psychological principle 
tiiat in order to realise we must learn 
to visualise. To know what we want, 
to fix the idea clearly in our minds, 
and to picture it again and again is to 
provide the subconscious mind with 
material which it can work upon, 
helping to realise the thing desir^. 


Do you have an urge, deep down' 
inside, to better your own conditions 
in life, to pick yourself up after you 
have been knocked down, to keep on 
when everything seems to be against 
you? 

If you don't have the spirit of the 
doer, you can cultivate it. If you were 
not born with it, as some few lucky 
people are, you can acquire it. 

How? 

You start by simply giving the 
best you've got to everything you 
do—the small things as well as the 
big. 

Use this mental mechanism to 
work towards the tidiness you desire. 
Survey, say, your clutter^ office— 
symbol of muddle and chaos—and 
picture it as It might be. See the scat¬ 
tered documents in their appropriate 
tray.s or files, desks cleared of every¬ 
thing except the business in hand, 
and the materials for each job ar¬ 
ranged methodically so that the work 


can be tackled expeditiously. 

See, in your minds eye, the office 
neat, shining, efficient, and stream¬ 
lined. 

See yourself competent, unflap¬ 
pable, disposing easily and confi¬ 
dently of one piece of work after 
another—deciding, delegating, 
finalising. 

Let this picture of tidiness 
and efficiency sink deeply into 
your mind. Repeat it many times 
until it becomes woven per¬ 
manently and creatively into 
your subconscious. 

Make a game of your tidiness. 
Any activity iwcomes easier if we see 
it in terms not so much of duty as of 
delight. 

Or why not regard the whole sys¬ 
tem as a kind of jigsaw puzzle into 
which, each piece has carefully to l>e 
filled? Does this seem to you a rather 
juvenile approach? All right! Simply 
be adult, and get the place tidy. 
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O n February 8, 1994, Kapil Dev bowled 
his 27,549th valid ball in his 130th Test 
and created history, when he bowled 
Harshan Tillekeratne to become the 
highest wicket-taker in cricketing histo¬ 
ry. The feat was achieved in the third Test match 
\ against Sri Lanka, played at Ahmedabad. 

I Incidentally Kapil had also bowled his best figures of 
I 9 for 83 against West Indies, in 1983, at Ahmedabad. 

' As an all-rounder, Kapil is a man of all seasons. 

I As a fast bowler, his major skill lies in his ability to 
' adopt his style to suit any wicket. 

I Kapil's cricket career started in 1978 at Faislabad, 
Pakistan. Those were the hay days of spin and the 
i new ball was considered a nuisance value. It was 
I under these circumstances that Kapil emerged as the 
main strike bowler for India. And that Kapil has 
taken half of his total tally of wickets on home pitch- 
I es speaks of his ability and dedication. Indian pitches 
I have never been considered to be helpful to fast 
! bowlers. 

I History will remember Kapil as one of the great- 
f est sportsman on earth. A look at his achievements 
! confirm to this fact He has scored 5,226 Test runs, 
! besides the 432 wickets. In one-day cricket he has 
I scored 3,726 runs and has a world record haul of 248 
I wickets. No one can forget his 175 not-out after India 
I were 17 for 5 at one stage against Zimbabwe, in 1983 
World Cup. He then went on to lead India to a 
World Cup victory. And who can forget the numer- 
i ous hurricane knwks he has hit! 


Bowling Record Against Each Side 


Team 

Test 

Wkt 

5w 

lOw 

Pakistan 

29 

99 

7 

1 

West Indies 

25 

89 

4 

1 

England 

27 

85 

4 

- 

Australia 

20 

79 

7 

- 

New Zealand 

9 

23 


- 

Sri l..anka 

14 

45 

* 


Zimbabwe 

2 

4 

- 

- 

South Africa 

4 

8 

- 

- 



I 


Bowling Milestones 


m 

Test 

Date 

Batsman 

Venue 

1 

1 

21.10.78 

Sadiq Mohammed (Pak) 

Faislabad 

50 

16 

17.10.79 

Bruce Yardley (Aus) 

Kanpur 

100 

25 

31.01.80 

Taslim Arif (Pak) 

Calcutta 

150 

39 

10.06.82 

Chris Tavare (Eng) 

Lord’s 

200 

.50 

15.03.83 

Andy Roberts (W. indies) 

PiM’t of Spain 

250 

65 

28.11.84 

Alan Lamb (Eng.) 

Bombay 

300 

83 

07.01.87 

R. Ratnayke (S. Lanka) 

Cuttack 

350 

100 

16.11.89 

javed Minndad (Pak) 

Karachi 

400 

115 

03.02.92 

Mark Taylor (Aus) 

Perth 

432 

130 

(».0194 

H. Tillekeratne (S. Lanka) 

Ahmedabad 

Performance 

Abroad & Within India 


In 

Test 

Balk 

Mifn 

Runs 

Wkts 

Aiigs 

Australia 

11 

3137 

133 

1254 

51 

24.58 

Pakistan 

15 

3156 

87 

1761 

44 

40.02 

England 

13 

3379 

129 

1685 

43 

39,18 

W. Indies 

9 

1804 

63 

809 

35 

23.11 

S. Lanka 

6 

1337 

69 

531 

16 

33.18 

N. Zealand 

6 

1253 

45 

560 

13 

43.07 

S. Africa 

4 

990 

46 

299 

8 

37.37 

Zimbabwe 

1 

324 

17 

93 

3 

31.00 

TOTAL 

65 

15380 

589 

6992 

213 

3182 

In India 

64 

12126 

462 

5776 

218 

26.49 

G. Total 

129 

27506 

1051 

12768 

431 

29.62 


TOTAL 


130 


432 23 


2 
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LEADERS AND MYTHS 

Today the meaning of 
the word 'Leader' is "one 
who can collect maximum 
votes by creating a conflict 
or by exploiting the existing 
conflicts". Gone are the days 
udien leaders used to 
actually be for the masses. 
Gone are the days when the 
leaders actually strived and 
worked for the masses. 
Todayfs leaders only work 
for their own benefits and 
vpliftment, 

Qamar Javed 

Nm Delhi 

The day is not far when 
the highest echelons of 
administration will 
comprise of only corrupt and 
semi-educated people in the 
garb of "Leaders". The 
situation can still he brought 
under control if the people 
choose to elect only people 
with a record of honesty and 
credibility. 

Mohammad Faisal 

Haldia. W.B. 

It is unfortunate that 
the leaders of all political 
hues have sacrificed people's 
interests at the altar of 
individual political gains. 
However, while criticising 
the politicians xoe must 
nmemher that they are one 
among ourselves. VVV os a 
society have failed. There is a 
crisis of character in all 
walks of life. 

A serious soul searching 
is required. We all should 
resolve to tialuc personal 
integrity, honesty and 
excellence in all walks of life. 
Only then will our dream of 
an ideal political leadership 
come true. 

Varghese John 
Trivarulrum 

FOCUS ON MINORITIES 

45 years ofdetnocracy 
has taught the Indian 
minorities that they too are 


a force and can play an 
important role to protect 
their rights as well as that of 
their country. 

The need of the hour is 
to leave the colonial ways of 
divide and rule behind. All 
Indians, irrespective of their 
caste or religion, should 
work hard to make India 
stronger—economically and 
politically. 

Md Anwarul Haque 

lamshedpur 

In HO other country of 
Asia, minorities enjoy 
facilities, benefits and equal 
rights, as they do in India’. 

The Constitution of India 
provides them zvith equal 
opportunity to live with 
honour and dignity. The 
inequality or discrimination 
is in the psyche of certain 
individuals and certainly not 
in the establishment or 
people in general 

B.N. Bose 
Qilaitia 

INDIA, PAKISTAN 
RELATIONS 

Pakistan's politics and 
diplomacy seems to survive 
on the single agenda of 
enmity with India. Their 
obsession of India goes to 
such an extent that even 
issues like development of 
the comiry and upliftment 
of the poor remains in 
background. Had the 
Pakistani establishment 
paid similar attention, as 
they give to India and 
Kashmir, to their oum 
people's needs, Pakistan 
would have been much 
better-off economically. And, 
India would have been the 
gainer too. 

Saumitra Mohan 

Palna 

Had Pakistan also been 
democratically as strong as 
India, the situation would 
certainly have been better. In 


last 45 years every 
government has tried to 
survive by using the Indian 
card. They xoere not successful 
earlier they will not be Me 
to succeed now too. 

Rajiv Raina 
Madras 

ROLE OF NAM 

NAM can still be 
relevant although the Cold 
War has ended; but its legacy 
has not. The basic issues 
such as neo-colonialism, 
equitable world order, access 
to trade markets for the third 
world, etc have not been 
resolved. These have been the 
main aims of NAM. So NAM 
canttot be considered 
redundant in the present 
world order. 

Suresh Kumar 

Bangalore 

SESHAN'S ROLE 

Mr Seshan is an honest 
and sincere officer. There can 
be no two opinions about the 
fact that he is working hard 
to rid the Indian election 
system of corruption and 
malpractices. No right 
thinking Indian can claim 
that Mr Seshan is doing 
something detrunental to the 
interests of the cotmtry. 

Infact we need a Seshan in 
all other departments of the 
government also. 

P.R. Rao 

Alunedabad 

Mr Seshan might seem 
to he autocratic at times. But 
then, the present state of 
affairs can only he improved 
by an autocratic person, who 
is not afraid of anyone. 

Anil Kumar 
Vaishali 

CM FEATURES 

CM is packed with 
highly useful material, 
presented in a lucid style. 

May I request you to kindly 
add another feature in vdtich 
the readers could get reply to 
their queries. 

Devender Bhamenya 
Delhi 

In today's period of 


cut-throat competitioH CM 
is indispensable for 
candidates appearing in 
various competitive 
euoninations. 

Amulya K. Sethy 

Mandua, Orissa 

Tobesuccessfidinlife, 
hard labour in itse^is not 
siffkient. One needs proper 
guidance too. In the world of 
competitive examinations riwrc 
is no better guide than CM, 

M.AbaduIlah 

Siimn, Bihar 

Although I got fl job in a 
Centra I government 
establisiunetU five years 
hack, I still read CM 
regularly. It not only helps 
me to keep myself upto-date 
on Current Affairs, it also 
helps me to improve self- 
confidence and gives 
encouragement to achieve the 
desired goals. 

S. Alpurappa 

Nagpur 

The General Knowledge 
Crossword was not only 
interesting hut also helped us 
to improve our G.K. But, I 
have noticed that the feature 
did not appear in last three 
issues. Please rc-introdiwe 
this feature. 

Pradosh K. Rath 

Berhampur 

IThe feature had bem 
held bark in last three issutv to 
accommodate certain other 
mifHirlant atlililional ii^rmatim. 
This issue once again contains the 
Crossumrd feature. 

—^Editor? 

CM is the only 
magazine that gives 
comprehensive picture of the 
national and international 
events, excellent features and , 
articles, disaissions and 
much more. The CM is ind«d 
the key to open the lock of 
success in the sphere of 
competitions. 

Alok Rana 

Madhepura (Bikir) 
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Crisis over Poll Reforms 

Drive for Cleaner Democracy 


For fhe first lime since the attain¬ 
ment of independence, the counity is 
threatened joith a constituticmal crisis 
over the basic issue of ensuring purity of 
the elect km process and alloioing the free, 
unhampered exercise of the right ofwte. 
to the common man. This is vital to en¬ 
sure that tite results of elections reflect the 
true choice of the people. 

To achieve this aim the Election 
Commission has proposed a new package 
of electoral and other nforms. Feeling 
greatly concerned over the misuse of offi¬ 
cial machinery by Ministers, the party in 
power and bureaucrats, Hk commisskni 
has launched a campaign designed to 
cluxk the various malpractices, including 
the abuse of money and muscle power, 
besides excessive poll expenditure and 
filing of false statements, of accounts, 
that reduce many elections, and Indian 
danocracy itself to afarce. These reforms 
are in fact overdue. Actually, the country 
is in distress. It is ascribed to criminality 
and corruption. 

■pOR about 25 years electoral reform 
JThave been under consideration 
but most of them have not 
materialised, even though they are 
essentia] in the national interest. 
Only the privileged classes and 
those in power are indifferent and 
even hostile to the reform 
proposals. The question of identity 
cards with a photo of the holder, on 
which the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner is insisting (the new deadline 
fixed by him for this purpose is 
November 30, 1994) threatens to 
create a new type of crisis. The 
Government and other sources 
regard the plan as impracticable 
and exorbitantly expensive. Timely 
intervention by the Supreme Court 
or Parliament alone can avert a baf¬ 
fling situation. 

Glaring Distortion 

HE need for reform in the actual 
process or method of voting 


arises from the fact that under the 
present system of single-member 
constituencies and single non-trans- 
ferablc vote, the elections and the 
winning candidates do not reflect the 
will of the majority of the voters. To 
eliminate this electoral distortion, 
several European democracies 
(notably France and Germany) have 
introduced the Proportional Repre¬ 
sentation system with transferable 
votes and the 'List System'. 

As regards the grave problem of 
big money role in sections, it is im¬ 
possible to eliminate or curb it sub¬ 
stantially by such devices as State 
funding of elections and banning 
company donations which, in any 
event, would be limited exercises. 
The main problem relates to elimina¬ 
tion of the so-called "parallel black 
economy" in the ccnintry which has 
iissumed alarming proportions of 
late. The elimination of muscle power 
or booth capturing would require a 
radical transformation in the 
"culture" and behaviour of the politi¬ 
cal parties and their leaders, national 
as well as local, and the attitude and 
behaviour of the police and the 
bureaucracy. 

The privileged few, who do not 
permit the people to have a free 
choice of their representatives, basi¬ 
cally include three categories. They 
are those enjoying positions of 
authority in the Government, those 
having unlimited financial resources 
and those who can mobilise money 
power. 

An inventory of the manipula¬ 
tive tactics by the ruling party in¬ 
cludes manipulation at the time of 
revision of electoral rolls, prejudiced 
location of polling stations, transfers 
of election and non-election related 
officers during the run-up to the elec¬ 
tions and post-election victimisation 
of forthright officers. 


Other items of the inventory are: 
Mi.suse of enforcement machinery to 
browbeat the industrial and business 
houses, selection of pliable polling 
personnel and flieir deployment, im¬ 
mobilisation of the Central police for¬ 
ces by not providing them with local 
wherewithal, nullifying the activity 
of Commission's ob.servers, misuse 
of State-owned media, tainted and 
guided publicity of ruling party 
members, utilisation of the funds and 
other infrastructiue of public sector 
undertakings and visits and public 
meetings of VIPs for election pur¬ 
poses. 

The re.sult of such an election 
cannot reflect the real choice of the 
people and denies able, qualified per¬ 
sons the prerogative to represent the 
ma8s<;s. The law has become inade¬ 
quate to check the influence of money 
power as it does not measure upto 
the existing realities. 

The ceiling of expenditure is 
fixed only in respect of the expendi¬ 
ture incurred or authorised b)- the 
candidate hinvself, but the expendi¬ 
ture incurred by the party or anyone 
else in his election campaign is safely 
ouLside the net of legal sanction. The 
spirit of the provision suffers viola¬ 
tion through the escape route. The 
Commi.ssion recently issued instruc¬ 
tions prescribing a comprehensive 
proforma for the scrutiny of election 
expenses so that accounts of election 
expenditurt* submitted by the can¬ 
didates arc as close to the truth as 
possible within the bounds of law. 

Dealing with visits by Ministers, 
the Commission has stated that it 
strains the resources of the law-and- 
order enforcing machinery in the 
matter of providing security to the.se 
dignitaries. Their presence also tends 
to overawe the polling and counting 
personnel. The Commission has is¬ 
sued instructions that Ministers shall 
not enter the polling stations and 
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counting centres except in their 
capacity as candidates, election 
agents or polling and counting 
agents. 

-Cuihing money power Realis¬ 
ing that the use of money power must 
be effectively curbed if elections are 
to be really fair, the Election Commis- • 
sion decided on February 4 to ap¬ 
point observers to note the amount of 
expenditure incurred by the can¬ 
didates on their poll campaigns. The 
Commission Secretary, in an order is¬ 
sued to the Chief f^cretaries and 
Chief Electoral Officer, said these ob¬ 
servers would be in addition to the 
Central observers appointed to en¬ 
sure free and fair elections. They 
would be appointed for all elections, 
including byelections to the two 
Houses ofParliament, Legislative As¬ 
semblies and State Legislative Coun¬ 
cils. 

These observers would be senior 
officers not below the rank of Joint 
Secretaries to the Government of 
India, drawn from the cadres of 
Boards of ITircct and Indirect taxes. 
They will necessarily be officers of 
proven integrity and impartiality 
with experience of unearthing cir¬ 
culation of unaccounted financial 
resources, both in cash and kind. 

Ministers' visits: On Feb 2 the 
Commission barred Union and State 
Ministers from undertaking an offi¬ 
cial visit to a constituency after the 
announcement of an election and till 
its completion. The order issued to 
the Chief Secretaries of all States and 
Union I'erritories also warned that 
any violation of these instructions 
will be viewed as "gross 
infringement" not only of the model 
code of conduct but also of the 
authority of the Commission to 
promulgate such directions as it con¬ 
siders necessary to ensure peaceful, 
fair and .free polls reflective of the 
true choice of the people. It will be 
"visited with grave consequences" as 
considered appropriate by the Com¬ 
mission. 

In spite of these orders there are 
complaints that Ministers manage to 
visit polling stations and counting 
centres. On measures to streamline 
the impartiality and independence of 
the district-level election machinery, 
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it has been noticed that the executive 
often tries to influence the decisions 
of the Election Commission directly 
and through die staff deployed for 
the conduct of its functions in the 
field. 

One of the means whereby the 
political masters try to influence the 
election machinery at the time of elec¬ 
tions is by transferring law-abiding 
and forthright officials from key posi¬ 
tions and substituting ffiem with pli¬ 
able officials on the eve of elections, 
in an attempt to insulate the conduct 
of election from this manipulative 
tactic the ^ommission has banned 
transfers w eiectio n-reiatcct pHTcers 
ftMhe'g^pf pollsT tin tne process is' 
Tompleted" Thc^ivii and police ad-” 


Tfilnistration of a State or Union I'df^ 
rttPrv is HTor e imoarhai dunng tne 
- LuiiduL'l Of Actions when it is under" 
Pr esident s rufe'as compared t6 T 
Stati?"U nder popular government.y^ 

ifiere are other advantages of a 
State being under President's rule at 
the time of elections. The Govern¬ 
ment would not be in a hurry to an¬ 
nounce developmental proje^ with 
an eye on votes without regard to 
financial propriety and in vipiation of 
the model code of conduct fThe F.C is 
study ing suggestions on how to 
^Otttet officers from post-electiofr 
^'llllllsatlUh and to provide im- 
munity to them cither under the Rep¬ 
resentation of the People Act or 
under the service conduct rules, ll 
has also suggested the deployment of 
armed police forces of one Stale in 
another State and vice versa to instil 
a sense of confidence in the elec¬ 
torate. The Commission says one of 
the factors contributing to higher tur¬ 
nout during the recent elections was 
the assurance to the electors that their 
identity would not be revealed. 

Identity Cards: In a note on 
January 20 this year, the Chief Elec¬ 
tion Commissioner rejected the view 
of the Central and State Governments 
that the issuance of identity cards to 
voters should be done in a phased 
manner and warned of a constitu¬ 
tional crisis in the country after 
January 1,1995. He is determined not 
to permit any election after that date 
unless his directive is carried out. 

Lambasting the government for 


"sleeping, snoring «id slumbering" 
over the issue of identity cards for 20 
monffts after ffie Election Commis¬ 
sion had issued the instructions and 
waking up only on January 20,1994, 
Mr Seshan said: "The Government 
cannot ask now to phase it." 

Addressing a press conference, 
Mr Seshan ridiculed the "excuse of 
lack of adequate funds given at the 
Chief Ministers' Conference for a 
phased issuance of the cards." The 
costs have been grossly exaggerated 
for publicity. That a card will cost Rs 
20 or Rs .^0 or Rs 50 is all "gibberish". 
He said since the proposal was first 
mooted in 1988, the Government had 
adequate time to issue the cards in a 
phased manner. The Chief Electoral 
Officers (CEO.s) of all States and 
Union Territories had told him at a 
meeting recently that, given the 
funds, "they can adhere to the dead¬ 
line set by the Commission". As ti> 
the question of funds, Mr Seshan said 
if the governments were serious 
enough, there were many ways of 
finding them. 

Soon after writing a letter to the 
Prime Minister on February 10,1992, 
he had even suggested alternatives, 
including discussing the matter with 
all political parties. "But the Govern¬ 
ment just did not re.spond", he 
added. Mr Seshan felt that the 
Government was just not in a motxi 
to implemient to identity card 
scheme. Phasing out the idea is only 
an "excuse and is totally unaccep¬ 
table and rejected", he said. 

If the Government failed to meet 
the deadline for Lssuing the cards to 
the 55 croit; votere in the country, he 
would go ahead with his threat of not 
holding elections. "Yes", he added, 
there will be a constitutional crisis. 
But I do not hold a millionth part of 
the responsibility. It is for the Govern¬ 
ment to do the needful. 

The Chief Ministers' Conference 
held on January 20, 1994, made it 
known that the scheme could be im¬ 
plemented only in phases. It also 
protested that the CEC had not con¬ 
sulted the State governments before 
setting a deadline. Calculated on the 
basis of Rs 30 per card, the whole 
operation, it is estimated, would need 
Rs 1,650 crorc. Since the electoral law 


fttipalatra that cards ^ould be issued 
in du]>licate—one to tlw voter and die 
odter to be retained by toe poUmg 
autooihy for verification—toe over¬ 
all expenditure would be double that 
amount. In these days of financial 
stringency^ toe Centre has no spare 
cash to divert to identity cards. 

There are at least three reasons 
for the Chief Ministers' non-accep¬ 
tance of toe C.E.C's decision. The cost 
would be prohibitive, toe voter was 
apatoetic and full coverage was im¬ 
possible. The Union Home Minister 
stated that the initial efforts in Sik¬ 
kim, Nagaland and Delhi in this 
regard had more or less failed. And it 
would be better, he added, if 
everyone analysed why the 
programme did not take off. Besides, 
protests have come from orthodox 
Muslims who say their women will 
not like to be photographed for use of 
the photo in a public document. How 
would the polling officer verify the 
genuineness or otherwise of a person 
behind a purdah with the help of a 
photograph? 

All these arguments have not 
however dented the determination of 
the Chief Election Commissioner. 
The game seems to be to <mgage him 
in a dialogue until the deadline and 
see what he docs. Article 324 of the 
Constitution doe.s not empower him 
to stall an election tm the sole ground 
of identity cards. He has to look for 
other reasons. And then he would be 
met by seeking judicial intervention. 
This is West mngal Chief Minister 
Jyoti Basu's line of thought. 

Major flaws: According to Mr 
Seshan, many things are wrong with 
the present election system where 
"cash, criminalitv and corruption" 
have prevailed. 'Ilie electoral rolls 
and polling booths are imperfect, and 
the ceiling limits on election expenses 
are absurd, to cite a few examples. 

After 10 Lok Sabha elections, you 
may ask me, Mr Seslian stated "What 
is wrong in Indian elections?" I will 
ask you 'What is right in Indian elec¬ 
tions?' There is no doubt that often 
candidates spent lakhs and croms of 
rupees for winning their elections, 
but toeir official dedaratioi\s on ex¬ 
penses showed the expenditure 
within toe legal limit, as the law 


provided for any anraunt of expendi¬ 
ture by friends and political parties 
on a c^idate. One sittmg M.P. had 
told him he had ^pent Rs 8 croie in 
toe A wonum candidate in 

the recent Delhi Assembly election 
spent Rs 60 lakh. But she was 
defeated. Mr Seshan said even if 1001 
more Electiem Commissioners were 
appointed "Parliament cannot tell 
me how I should run my office." 
"There is a big pall of gloom around 
for the common man as the country is 
poised to move into the next century. 
Social, politicail and economic justice 
has been hogged by a privileged 
few", he said. The famous dictum of 
Abraham Lincoln on democracy had 
been subverted in India to mean 
government "of some people, for 
some people and by some people". 
Money, gotten through illegal means, 
could buy anything. "You can buy 
justice by employing the best of legal 
luminaries and other instruments of 
justice. 1 am not saying anything 
more for fear of contempt." 

The civil service had become 
"corrupt, collusive and committed". 
Far from possessing an iron frame, it 
had become "aluminium and then 
bamboo frame. Today white ants are 
in the bamboo frame". 

The Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner said recently that he remained 
unaffected by the "sobriquets" given 
to him for his style in the line of duty, 
for his objective was to serve "ipy 525 
million masters—the voters". He saw 
his role as that of an umpire working 
in accordance with the rule set by 
Parliament. He would ensure that the 
election process ran smoothly, ir¬ 
respective of the methodology he 
was forced to employ. He had 
"staggered" the November polls 
partly because the Government had 
not given him the information he 
sought in September about the 
strength of police forces that could be 
deployed for election work. Further¬ 
more, he was aware that it was not 
possible in a country like India for the 
Government to deploy ^ice on such 
a lai^e scale. He wanted the informa- 
titm in order to ensure that there was 
smooth polling and ^ople were able 
to exercise their right of franchise 
without fear or favour. 


polls to De& and toe tour lltates was 
mainly attributable to toe better 
security arrangements, and beqiuse 
toe improved voter awareness. 
The electotate had, by and larw, at¬ 
tributed the high turnout to Mtter 
security, while some said it was "an 
important election". The turnout was 
62 per cent in Delhi (14 per cent more 
than to 1991), 72 per cent in lEmachal 
Pradesh (eight per cent more than to 
1991), Uttar Pradesh 52per cent (14 
per cent more than in wl), Madhya 
Pradesh 57 per cent and Rajastiian 61 
per cent. 

The Background 

10-member muiti-porty commit¬ 
tee on electoral refonns, headed 
by former Union Law Minister, ' 
Dinesh Goswami, was set up on 
January 19,1990, which held its first 
meeting in New Delhi on February 3, . 
The recommendations of tois corn- : 
mittce were expected to form the 
basis of toe draft bill on electoral 
reforms. These moves were intended 
to evolve a national consensus on an 
issue which vitally atiects toe iotm 
and content of our democratic sys¬ 
tem. 

The question of electoral refonns 
has been a matter of national concern 
for about 25 years. Public attention 
was first focussed on it followii^ the 
general election in 1967, which led to 
large-scale political defectirms and 
brought into play the nauseating 
phenomenon of "Aya Rams" and 
"Gaya Rams", which tended to per¬ 
sist and worsen over the years. 
early as 1973, a bill was introduced to 
Parliament to curb the evil of defec¬ 
tions, and it was referred to a joint 
Select Committee for fuller con¬ 
sideration. But the Committee got 
bogged in political and technical &- 
ferences and probl^s. 

Significant non-official moves 
were also set afoot. At toe jdnt initia¬ 
tive of jayaprakash Narayan, the 
Citizens of Democracy and the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation, a commit¬ 
tee, headed by Mr V.M: Tarkunde, 
was appointed to go into all aspects 
of toe problon. The Tkrkunde Com¬ 
mittee identified several electoral 
problems, e^Tecially toe following; 
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(i) The misuse of governmental 
resources and administrative 
machmery by the ruling parties; (a) 
rede of money power in dections; and 
alternative methods of voting so as to 
make the electoral system reflect the 
will of the people more accurately. 

Further progress or the follow-: 
up Motion on these questions was in¬ 
terrupted abrimtly by the 
Emer^ncy. In 1977 ttie Janata Party 
declared its resolve to cleanse the 
electoral system of its distortions, as 
identified by the Tarkunde Commit¬ 
tee and otherwise. But before it could 
evolve a national consensus and for¬ 
mulate concrete legislative measures 
on the issue, the Morarji Desai 
Government was plagued by internal 
dissensions and finally collapsed in 
mid-1979. 

During 1980-82, the country wit¬ 
nessed some of the worst manifesta- 
: tions of the hideous electoral 
malpractice of political defections in 
the States, especially in Haryana and 
Andhra, and heightened public con¬ 
cern about the long-delayed electoral 
reforms. Sensing , this public mood 
and helped by its massive majority in 
Parliament, the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government took the first-ever major 
step in the direction of electoral 
reforms, which led to the passage of 
the Anti-defection law at the end of 
February, 1985. In July 1988, the then 
Prime tonister Rajiv Gandhi an¬ 
nounced that larger or 
"comprehensive" electoral reforms 
would soon be introduced. And to 
this end. Parliament passed two bills 
in its winter ses.sion in December 
which provided mainly for the 
lowering of the voting age from 21 to 
18 years, some deterrent penal 
provisions for booth capturing and 
rigging of polls. 

Some of the questions might not 
be very difficult to tackle—like 
delimitation o£ the constituencies, 
strengthening the administrative 
machinery of the Election Commis¬ 
sion, and preventing too many non- 
serious "independent" candidates 
from entering electoral contests. But 
there are at least three highly 
problematic or complex questions 
which deserve deeper consideration 
and wide-ranging concrete action. 


They are: (f) The actual process or 
method of voting; (n) elimination of 
the distorting influence of money 
power from elections; and (tit) 
prevention of large-scale poll rigging 
and booth capturing. 

Poll Expenditure: Election 
candidates' expenditure on cam- 
pai^ always exceeds the prescribed 
limits and me returns filed by them 
are, with rare exceptions, false. In 
fact, this has been a scandal for the 
past many years—the legislators 
starting their career with false state¬ 
ments of accounts. With a view to 
verifying the figures and remedying 
the flaws, the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner intends to conduct an enquiry. 
He disclosed his intention in this 
regard on December 12 last following 
complaints that the candidates had 
exceeded the statutory limit of Rs 
50,000 for conducting a campaign. 
The enquiry would begin after a ran¬ 
dom survey and those found guilty 
would face action. The names of such 
candidates would be made public. So 
far the Election Commission was ac¬ 
cepting the details of expenditure 
submitted by the candidates widiout 
any questions, though it was known 
that much more was spent. 'This 
time the truth will be established." 

The Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner said he was not happy with the 
present electoral process which had 
several drawbaclcs. Somewhere the 
electoral lists were not complete, 
while at another place the booths 
were not set up properly. Besides, 
trained staff was not easily available. 
The parties blatantly indulged in 
politics of religion, language and 
caste. Seshan disclosed that on 
December 19, 1991 the Prime Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Narasimha Rao, had sought 
proposals from him for electoral 
reforms. He had submitted them 
within 20 days but had not heard 
from Mr Rao since then. He was scep¬ 
tical about the political parties ac¬ 
cepting his proposal which included 
auditing of their funds, checking poll 
expenditure and certain pre- 
qualificaticHrs for a candidate. From 
January 1,1995 no election would be 
held without the vtrters showing 
identity cards. 

Older on 1-cards: On December 


15 tite Electicai Commtsskm issued a 
schedule for completion of the 
process for compulsory supply of 
photo identity cards to voters for alt 
elections to be held in any part of the 
country after January 1,1W5. It will 
be the responsibility of the State 
governments and tire Chief Electoral 
Officers (CEOs) to ensure that the 
identity cards are issued to the elec¬ 
tors included in the electoral rolls. 
The final date by which die distribu¬ 
tion of cards must be completed is 
November 30,1994. 

The expenditure on the first issue 
of the photo identity cards to the 
voters would be initially met by the 
State governments and would be 
shared between the Centre and the 
State on a 50:50 basis, like the expen¬ 
diture on electoral rolls. The order 
made it clear that the Commission 
would not entertain any excuse for 
non-compliance on grounds of lack 
of availability of fund.s. 

BJP Chief's firm support: BJP 
President L.K. Advani came down 
heavily on the Stale governments for 
expressing reservations to comply 
with the Election Commission's 
directive on the i.ssue of identity 
cards to voters. He said the provision 
of identity cards to voters was one of 
the recommendations made towards 
electoral reforms and its implementa¬ 
tion had been pending for a long 
time. Tlie Centre, Slate governments 
and political parties should take it 
upon themselves to implement it. 

Mr Advani felt that the Chief 
Election Commissioner, by stating 
that the elections would not be held if 
identity cards were not issued by the 
deadline, had only dischai^ed his ex¬ 
ecutive responsibility to ensure that 
electoral reform.s were implemented. 
Though a dozen committees had 
been appointed for the purpose of 
electoral reforms and scores of 
recommendations made, nothing 
concrete had been done. 

Mr Advani added: "Instead of 
quibbling about legal niceties" on the 
CEC's attempt to cleanse the electoral 
process with a firm hand, the need of 
the hour was to bring about electoral 
reforms. Mr Seshan had become an 
activist as the Government had be¬ 
come "inert and inactive". 
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Budget 1994^ 

A Futuristic Approach 


The advent cf New Economic Policy 
(NEP) in the year 1991 witnessed an era 
of restructuring, decontrols and 
liberalisation in Imia. Amidst a hcst of 
speculations and expectations, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, Finance Minister 
presented his fourth budget in a row on 
Feb 28,1994 for the year 1994-95. The 
budget, on the one hand clearly indicates 
the resolve of the Government to pursue 
the process of reforms vigorously, and on 
the other, also reflects the performance 
of the economy during the past about 
three years of reforms. TJw results are 
quite encouraging in certain sectors. 
For example, the foreign exchange 
reserves vihich were precariously low 
ivhen the present Government took 
over, were at more than comfortable 
level of $ 13 billion on the eve of budget 
presentation The inflation rate seems 
to have stabilised at around 8 per cent. 
Fiscal deficit has been brought within 
reasonable limits Growth rale of Cross 
Domestic Product (GDP) has started 
looking up and exports arc soaring as 
per expectations. In other words, health 
of the economy appears to be gimt in 
sharp contrast to the position about 
three years ago. 

■ THE performance 
1993-94 has been en- 

had aimed higher. 
Growth of GDP in real terms has been 
3.8 per cent. As per die estimates of 
Central Statistical Organisation 
(CSO) per capita income in real terms 
is expected to register ai growth of 1.8 
per cent during 1992-93. Exports 
registered an impressive growth of 
19.93 per cent during April-Decem- 
ber 1993 as against a target of 20 per 
cent growth for 1993-94 in dollar 
terms. As a result, the trade deficit 


was brought down drasWhliy to $ 
731.65 million during the same 
period, as compared to the trade 
deficit of $ 3555.38 million during 
April-December 1992. It is thus ex¬ 
pected that the total export target of $ 
22.14 billion will be met by the end of 
March, 1994. 

Production of foodgrains during 
199.3-94 is exp^ted to be 179.1 mil¬ 
lion tonnes, slightly lower than the 
production of 180.01 million tonnes 
achieved during the previous year. 
The foodgrain production, will how¬ 
ever fall short by about 9 million ton¬ 
nes from the targetted figure of 188 
million tonnes. Industrial growth 
rate which remained sluggish during 
the past 3-4 years has started picking 
up and during the year 1993-94 it is 
expected to be around 2 per cent, 
higher than 1.5 per cent achieved 
during 1992-93. However, the tax col¬ 
lections are expected to fall short of 
the targets resulting in increasing the 
actual fi.sc’al deficit from the targetted 
Rs 36,959 crore to Rs 58,551 crore i.e. 
about 7.3 per cent of the GDP. - 


Pre<Budget Price Hikes 

■ ministered prices 
before die presents- 

budget has become 

routine affair now. 
Continuing the ignominious tradi¬ 
tion. the issue price of wheat, rice and 
sugar was raised initially, followed 
by the increase in tfie prices of LPG, 
Petrol and diesel. General public as 
well as the economists were 
surprised at the decision of raising 
the prices of petrol and diesel at a 
time when the international crude 
prices were very low. This hike is ex¬ 
pected to mop up more than Rs 2300 
crore additional revenue during 
1994-95. In all, the pre-budget in¬ 
crease of administered prices of 
several commodities is expected to 
put an additional burden of about Rs 
6000 crore on the consumers during 
1994-95. 

The above price increases barely 




Rupee comes from Rupee goes to 
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a month before the presentation of 
the annual budget have been 
criticised by alt sections. It has been 
pointed out that such price hikes 
r^der the concept of budget ab¬ 
solutely irrelevant. It is also dubbed 
as an attempt by the Government to 
cover-up its failure to implement the 
provisions of the budget and to set- 
right the disequilibrium in fiscal 
deficit and revenue collecticms. This 
exercise also aims at earning the ap¬ 
plause of the economists, media, 
general public and opposition parties 
by presenting a budget with lesser 
taxes. It is thus felt that the entire 
exercise of planning expenditure, 
mobilising resources and doling out 
subsidies must be undertaken at the 
time of presenting the annual budget. 
Failure to do so reveals the hollow¬ 
ness of the bureaucratic exercise un¬ 
dertaken at the time of budget 
presentation. 

Budget Proposals 

PRESENTING the 
budget in the Parlia¬ 
ment, the Finance 
Minister announced 
that the total outlay 
of the Central Plan 
would be Rs 70,141 
crore for 1994-95 out of which 39 per 
cent is being financed by budgetary 
support as against 36 per cent of 
1993-94. The rest of the Central Plan 
outlay will be financed by the inter¬ 
nal and extra-budgetary lEBR of the 
Central public sector enterprises. 

The total budgetary support 
from this budget to the Central and 
State Plans would be increased by 13 
per cent from Rs 41,251 crorc during 

1993- 94 to Rs 46,582 crore during 

1994- 95. The overall budgetary 
deficit is estimated at Rs 6000 crore 
for the coming year and the fiscal 
deficit has been pegged at Rs 54,915 
crore as compared to the revised 
deficit of Rs 58,551 crore for 1993-94. 



Special Features 

H been described as 
and aim at complete 


cise duties, rationalisation of custom 
duties, giving fillip to the exports and 
boost up industrial production. The 
special features of the budget are as 
under. 

(a) Convertibility Extended: 
Indian Rupee was made partially 
convertible during 1992-93 and fully 
convertible in the previous budget. 
At that time it was apprehended Out 
free-float rupee may not be able to 
remain stable. However, with due 
support from the RBI, Indian rupee 
has been able to remain stable vis-a- 
vis other foreign currencies. This suc¬ 
cess of convertibility on trade 
account prompted the Finance Mini¬ 
ster to introduce full convertibility on 
the current account as another step to 
make rupee convertible on capital ac¬ 
count in the near future. Full convert¬ 
ibility of rupee on current account 
will enable and simplify the process 
of converting rupee into any foreign 
currency for the purpost® of travel, 
education, medical treatment etc. It 
would, on the one hand, expand the 
range of transactions of currencies, 
and on the other hand legalise the 
ongoing illegal practices of exchange 
in black-market. In addition, the ex¬ 
porters, who were allowed to retain 
upto 15 per cent of foreign exchange 
receipts in foreign currency account. 


have now beat allowed to retain 15 to 
25 per cent of such receipts. 

(b) Pre-paid IMF Loan: As a 
result of buoyancy in foreim ex¬ 
change reserves, the Finance Minister 
has decided to repay a sum of $ 1.4 
billion on account of repayments of 
principal and interest against the out¬ 
standing IMF borrowings. This sum 
otherwi^ was payable during the en¬ 
tire year of 1994-95 but the 
Government's decision to pay the en¬ 
tire sum in advance reflects the con¬ 
fidence of the Government on its 
financial po.sition. This also indicates 
that during the current financial year, 
the Government may not go in for 
any more loans from the IMF or the 
World Bank. It was also revealed by 
the Finance Minister that India's ex¬ 
ternal debt which grew by about $ 6 
billion per year during the latter half 
of 1980s and gallopca by $ 8 billion 
during 1990-91, increased hardly by $ 
300 million during the first half of 
1993-94. These figures reveal that the 
possibility of India falling into Latin 
America type debt-trap is ruled out. 

(r) Interest Rates Cut: In an ef¬ 
fort to provide cheaper credit to the 
industry the Finance Minister an¬ 
nounced that all India financial in¬ 
stitutions were reducing their 
minimum lending rates by one per¬ 
centage point to 14 per cent exclusive 
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of interest tax. The rate of interest on 
terms loans by the commercial banks 
were also r^uced. This reduction 
which became effective from 1.3.94 
was notified separately by die RBI. 
This step appears to ^ directed at 
providing more funds at cheaper rate 
to the industry, thereby augrnenting 
the fresh investment in the following 
year. It may revitalise the ailing in¬ 
dustrial sector considerably. 
Moreover, interest rates in India are 
exorbitant as compared to the 
developed west where the interest 
rates vary from 4 to 8 per cent. It was 
therefore necessary to cut the interest 
rates in order to bring these nearer to 
the global standards. 

(d) Rural Sector Proposals: 
One of the major impediment to the 
development of rural sector is the 
lack of adequate flow of credit into 
the rural areas. Significant steps have 
been taken to ensure sufficient 
availability of rural credit. National 
Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (N A BARD), the apex 
bank for rural credit, has been 
provided a sum of Rs 100 crore for 
augmenting its share capital. An 
equivalent amount of Rs 100 crore 
will be provided by the RBI. This 
would almost triple the existing 
share capital of NABARD and help it 
to'play a more important role in 
providing rural credit. Another agen¬ 
cy that plays a vital role in providing 
credit for various activities in the 
rural areas are the Regional Rural 
Banks (RRBs). It is observed that out 
of 196 RRBs, 150 have shown losses 
during the last five years continuous¬ 



ly and most of them have completely 
wiped out their equity and reserves 
and some of ttiem are eating into their 
deposits. The Government proposes 
to take up 50 RRBs during 1994-95 for 
complete restructuring, including 
cleaning up of balance sheets and ad 
hoc infusion of fresh capital. The ex¬ 
perience of the Government with 
these 50 RRBs would determine the 
approach in future towards the 
remaining RRBs. Hence RRBs are 
aimed to be developed as effective 
tools of decentralised rural credit and 
development. In addition to the effort 
of streamlining tiie rural credit, the 
budget also provides for an outlay of 
Rs 7010 crore for Department of 
Rural Development, which has been 
enhanced considerably by 40 per cent 
from Rs 5010 crore during 1993-94. 
Similarly, the allocation for )awahar 
Rozgar Yojna, a rural employment 
programme, has been enhanced from 
Rs 3306 crore during 1993-94 to Rs 
3855 crore in 1994-95 budget. For new 
employment assurance schemes 
being implemented in selected 1752 
identified blocks, the outlay has been 
doubled from Rs 600 crore in 1993-94 
to Rs 1200 crore in 1994-95. Not only 
this, the Government proposes to 
strengthen the cooperative-credit 
structure in the rural areas which has 
played an important role in rural 
development. As against 'new 
cooperative lendings of Rs 6095 crore 
during 1992-93, it is expected to be Rs 
8500 crore during 1993-94 and is like¬ 
ly to rise to an impressive figure of Rs 
9600 crore. To match this quantitative 
increa.se by organisational and struc¬ 
tural changes, the 


move, the Finance Minister proposed 
to phase out the Government's access 
to, as well as depoidence on ad hoc 
treasury bills in a phased manner. 
The system of ad hoc treasury bills has 
been relied upon by the government 
to meet its immediate requirement of 
funds withoid any limits. This has 
adversely affected the fiscal and 
monetary discipline on part of the 
Government. To impose the restric¬ 
tion from within, it has been decided 
to do away with this system com¬ 
pletely after 1997-98 after which in 
emergencies the Government will 
borrow funds from open market. 
Hence a limit of Rs 6000 crore has 
been fixed on the Government deficit 
for the current financial year. It has 
also been decided that the net issue erf 
ad hoc treasury bills should not ex¬ 
ceed Rs 9000 crore for more than 10 
continuous working days. In other 
words this would mean that in the 
years to come the Government will 
have to make its own arran^ment 
for meeting its deficit and will have to 
Impose self-discipline oh spendings. 

(0 Financial Sector Reforms: 
During the previous year, the 
Government provided a sum of Rs 
5700 crore to the banking sector for 
making provisions for bad debts as 
well as to achieve the new capital 
adequacy norms. Banks have been al¬ 
lowed to raise equity from the 
general public and recently. State 
Bank of India raised over 2200 
crore from public as equity. This year 
the Government proposes to pump 
into the public sector banks a sum of 
Rs 5600 crore in the form of capital 


Government proposes 
to enter into MOU with 
the States and State 
Cooperative Banks for 
implementing State 
Specific Development 
Action Plan to revamp 
the cooperative struc¬ 
ture and availability of 
rural credit through 
cooperatives. 

(c) Fiscal Dis¬ 
cipline; In a drastic 
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Period-end outstanding debt stock 
US $ billion 75.90 83.96 
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US $ billion 8.06 

Debt Service Payments 

US $ billion 7.60 8.13 
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bonds and there will be no direct cadi 
out^'flow on this account. While an- 
iMundng the Governnwnt commit- 
m^t towards financial sector 
reforms, the Finance Minister an¬ 
nounced that special recovery 
Tribunals will be set up during 1994- 
95 under the provisions of R^overy 
of Debt Due to Banks and Financial 
Institutions Act of 1993. It has also 
been announced that the reforms of 
the capita] markets will be taken up 
soon. On the Malhotra Committee 
Report on the Insurance sector, the 
Finance Minister announced that the 
report was being studied by the 
Government and decision on the 
Report will be taken after duly con¬ 
sidering all the aspects. 

(^) Defence Expenditure Up: 
The defence expenditure which was 
proposed to be at Rs 19,180 crore in 
the 1993-94 budget, has been en¬ 
hanced by Rs 3820 crore to Rs 23,000 
crore. The revised estimates for 
defence expenditure during 1993-94 
were however Rs 21,500 crore. Most 
of the increase is on items of store 
which mainly includes expenses to 
be incurred on purchase of spare 
parts from Russia and GS. The al¬ 
location for capital outlay has in¬ 
creased by Rs 275 crore which is 
mainly used for purchase of new 
weapon systems. 

Direct Tax Proposals 

■ changes have been 
announced in the 
direct taxes. Direct 
taxes have largely 
been slashed and it 
is hoped that the 
reduced burden of taxation would in¬ 
duce more and more citizens to pay 
their taxes honestly. Increased tax 
compliance is expected to compen¬ 
sate for revenue loss anticipated due 
to increased exemptions and reduced 
rates. 

(a) Rationalised Corporate Tax; 
Considering the rates of corporate tax 
elsewhere in the world, the Finance 
Minister, in accordance with the 
recommendations of Raja Cheiliah 
Committee during 1992, reduced the 


corporate tax to a uniform level of 40 
per cent. Till now the corporate tax 
for domestically held companies was 
50 per cent and for widely held com¬ 
panies it was 45 per cent. Corporate 
surcharge of 15 per cent will however 
continue. In case of foreign com¬ 
panies, the rate of corporate tax has 
been reduced from existing 65 per' 
cent to 55 per cent. As expected by the 
industry, tax on dividends will, how¬ 
ever, continue and Indian companies 
will continue to be subject to double 
taxation i.e. the company as well as 
the diare-holders to pay taxes. 

ip) Personal Income Tax: To 
give relief to the individual tax 
payers the existing tax exemption 
limit has been raist^ from Rs 30,000 
to Rs 35,000. Standard deduction of 
Rs 15,000 to the salary earning class 
has been left unchanged. However 
for working women upto the income 
limit of Rs 75,000 standard deduction 
was Rs 18,000 in 1993-94. The upper 
limit of income in case of working 
women has been removed and all 
working women will now enjoy a 
standard deduction of Rs 17,000 
agaiast Rs 15,000 available to their 
male counter-parts. In addition the 
slabs of tax rates have also been al¬ 
tered. The rate of 20 per cent tax will 
now be applicable on incomes from 
Rs 35,000 to Rs 60,000. Next higher 
rate of 30 per cent of tax will now be 
charged on incomes from Rs 60,000 to 
Rs 1,20,000 and incomes above Rs 


1,20,000 will attract the highest rate of 
40 per cent. 12 per cent surcharge cm 
non-o>rporate income tax has been 
wididrawn. In case of the income of 
minor children, the irKome accruing 
to a physically handicapped diild 
will not be added to the income of 
his/her parents now. 

(c) Other provisions: There 
were several other provisions which 
directly or indirectly affected the 
direct taxes. Long-term capital gains 
tax of domestic companies has been 
reduced from existing 40 per cent to 
30 per cent. In another significant 
move the NRIs who come to India 
and stay upto 181 days now will not 
lose their NRT status. Earlier this limit 
was 149 days. Old-age tax rebate has 
been raised from 20 per cent to 40 per 
cent upto the incomes of Rs 1 lac now. 
To give relief on the interest paid on 
the loans raised for higher studies, on 
loans upto Rs 2 lacs, interest payment 
upto Rs 25,000 per year will l>e ex¬ 
empted from tax. Similarly, in addi¬ 
tion to the existing scheme of 
presumptive tax, another scheme 
known as Estimated Income Scheme 
has been introduced for the contrac¬ 
tors with a turnover of over Rs 40 lacs 
per year and truck owners with a 
fleet of over 10 trucks. The scheme is 
optional and under the scheme the 
contractors may pay 8 per cent of 
their gross receipts as tax and Rs 
30,000 per truck per year for heavy 
vehicles and Rs 24,000 per truck for 
light and medium vehicles. The 


ECONOMIC SURVEY HIGHLIGHT 
. Foreign Investment 

• The approvals of direct foreign investment proposals rose from $73 
million (Rs 128 crore) in 1990 to $ 235 million (Rs 535 crore) in 1991, 
to $ 1318 million (Rs 3888 crore) in 1992 and to $ 2091 million (Rs 6577 
crore) during January-October, 1993. 

# Actual inflows under total foa*ign investment rose from $ 165 million 
during the financial year 1990-91 to $ 585 millitm during 1992-93 and is 
expected to risi* sharply to $ 3.0 billion during 1993-94. 

# In 1993-94, direct foreign investment is expected to be about $ 600 
million, portfolio investment by Foreign Institutional Investors (Fils) 
of $ 1.2 billion and inflows through Euroequity issues of about $ 1.2 
billion. 

• In the current financial year up to Dec(.*mber 1993 the country received 
foreign invi’stment flows of $ 1.8 billion consisting of a direct investment 
of $ 425 million, ^xrrtfolio investment by Flls of $ 1.0 billion (up to mid- 
January, 1993) and Eurtxxjuity issues of $ 358 million 
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budget has also extended the benefit 
of tax hdiday which was availaUe to 
d\e industries in the designated 
States to the new industries to be set 
up in the backward districts else- 
v^ere in die country. 

Indirect Taxes simplified 

THE budget has in- 
traduced sweeping 
changes in the in¬ 
direct tax structure 
and administration. 
The procedures and 
rates have been 
simplified and the import duty and 
custom tariffs in most cases have 
been reduced. Similarly excise duty 
on several items has been cut suffi¬ 
ciently. 

(a) Customs and Import Duties 
Cut; Custom duties have been cut 
drastically and peak custom duty has 
been reduced from 85 per rent to 65 
per cent, except on baggage and liq¬ 
uor. To encourage the flow of better 
technology into the country, custom 
duty on import of capital goods and 
project imports is reduced from 35 
per cent to 25 per cent. Custom duty 
which was 25 per cent to 85 per cent 
on spare parts has been unified at a 
lower rate of 25 per cent. Similarly 
duty on imports by couriers and 
electronic components has also been 
reduced. Custom duty on raw 
materials, machinery components for 
wrist watches, coal, coke and bulk 
petroleum products has also been 
reduced. Import duty on steel and 
non-ferrous metals which was 75 to 
85 per tent is now reduced at the 
unified rate of 50 per cent. To en¬ 
courage the industries in general, im¬ 
port duty on ores and concentrates 
has been reduced to unified rate of 10 
per cent, imports for leather industry 
to 20 per cent from existing rates of 25 
per cent to 50 per cent, and 
electronics and telecommunication 
components to 50 per cent from 80 
per cent. Import duty has also been 
cut drastically in case of optical fibres 
from 85 per cent to 40 per cent. Maxi- 
ipum import duty on chemicals is 
reduced to 65 per cent Most of these 
concessions have been extended for 



import of raw materials and for spare 
parts and capital goods in the sectors 
having good export potential. To dis¬ 
pel the fears of dumping by the 
foreign countries in view of the 
lowei^ tariff barriers, the Finance 
Minister announced that anti-dump¬ 
ing provisions will be reviewed and 
further strengthened if such a prac¬ 
tice was followed by any foreign 
seller. 

(b) Excise Structure Reformed: 
The structure of excise duties has 
been simplified and reformed. The 
simplifications include extension of 
MODVAT to capital goods and 
petroleum products, shift in bulk of 
excise taxation from ad valorem rates, 
reduction in number of ad valoKin 
rates, uniform rates in the similar 
category of products and reduction 
in special number notifications by 
half. The budget also protected the 
items of mass consumption like 
handlooms, baby fexids, spices, tea, 
coffee, matches etc by providing full 
exemption from excise duty. Excise 
duty has bran reduced on cosmetics, 
detergent powders, cooking ranges, 
washing machines, lamps, computer 
parts, VCRs, VCPs, typewriters, plas- 
tic-ba.sed paints, carpets, floor cover¬ 
ings, strong boxes, glazed ceramic 
tiles, white cement etc. Excise duty 
has also been lowered on cars for 


physically handicapped, taxis and 
parts of motor vehkl^. Excise duty 
on Biter cigarettes has however been 
raised by 12 per cent. 

(c) Tax on Services: For the first 
time tax on services has been en¬ 
visaged in the budget for 1994-95. 
The services which contribute about 
40 per cent to tiw GDP have hitherto 
been untaxed. In an innovative initia¬ 
tive ffie Finance Minister introduced 
a tax of 5 per cent of totel vaiue on 
three services i.e. non-Ufe insurance, 
telephones and brokers commission. 
Since this tax will be collected at 
source mainly in the organised sector, 
it is extremely difficult to evade this 
tax and its administration and collec¬ 
tion is also going to be easier. 

(d) Other provisions: Several 
other measures have been adopted 
which will have direct bearing cm in¬ 
direct taxes. The exemptions avail¬ 
able to the small scale have been 
extended to the non-registered units 
as well. In an important step to curb 
the evasion of excise duty, it has been 
decided that no duty exemption will 
now be available on the goods sold 
on the others' brand names. Hotel ex¬ 
penditure tax has been reduced from 
existing 20 per cent to 10 per cent to 
encourage the tourism industry. 

As a net result of reduction of 
various duties and taxes, it is ex- 
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' pected duit ^ net twenue loss, cal' 
Cttbted in conventional ntanner will 
cpme to Rs 40S1 crore. The 
ptwisions on custom duties would 
result in a loss of Rs 2981 crore and 
gain of Rs 699 crore. Altered rates of 
excise duty will provide a relief, of' 
Rs 2000 crore and gains of Rs 2106 
crore to the Government. The 
provisions on income tax and cor¬ 
porate tax will result in a loss of Rs 
107S crore and Rs 1355 crore respec¬ 
tively, in addition to the loss of 
revenue to the tune of Rs 75 crore 
per year due to reduced expendi¬ 
ture cut. But the Finance Minister 
cautioned that simplified proce¬ 
dures and reduced rates of taxation 
would prompt the tax payers to pay 
their taxes promptly and honestly. 
The improved tax compliance 
resulting out of the simplified pro¬ 
cedures may more than compensate 
for the loss of revenue calculated in 
the conventional sense. 

The budget provisions have been 
generally welcomed. It has been 
described as an exercise aimed at 
pursuing the policy of liberalisation 
and decontrols on the one hand, and 
satisfying the general public, par¬ 
ticularly the middle class on the 
other. One of the most important 
aspect of this budget is its growth 
orientation. Reduction of custom 
duties on majority of raw materials 
and capita] goods clearly reflects 
the thrust of the budget proposals. 
Even the development of the rural 
sector has been taken due care of 
with a substantial increase of about 
40 per cent in the outlay for the 
Department of Rural Development. 
Efforts to be made for regulating the 
rural credit will further strengthen 
the developmental potential of the 
rural areas. 

1994-95 budget also appears to 
have been formulated with an eye on 
dte poor performance of industry in 
■ the recent past, The reduction of im¬ 
port duties, restructuring of the ex¬ 
cise duties and drastic cut in the rates 
of corporate tax are some of the 
measures which will directly assist 
the industrial sector to grow faster. 
One per cent cut in the lending rates 


will also provide cheaper credit to the 
industry. 

Critique 

THE budget for 
1994-95 aldiough 
has certain out¬ 
standing features 
to its credit but 
several gr^ areas 
have not been 
adequately paid attention to. The 
soaring of fiscal deficit to 7.3 per cent 
during 1993-94 as against the target 
of 4.7 per cent indicates the alarming 
rise of non-plan expenditure which 
has not been addressed to. Instead of 
finding ways to contain this menace, 
a provision for 6 per cent of deficit 
has been made in die current budget. 
It was expected that some of the sub¬ 
sidies will be slashed this year but it 
was surprising to find budget 
provision of Rs 4000 crore each for 
food and fertilizer subsidy for 1994- 
95. 

Another criticism against this 
budget is that the total concessions of 
Rs 4081 crore have bc>en given to the 
consumers in the form of several tax 
concessions, but a sum of Rs 6000 
crore was raised by the Government 
through pre-budget rise in the ad¬ 
ministered prices. In other words, 
the consumer is already burdened 
with over Rs 2000. crores, not¬ 
withstanding the visible tax cuts in 
the budget. Moreover, the conces¬ 
sions extended to the industry in 
the form of cut in import duties, 
excise duties, interest rates and cor¬ 
porate tax may not be passed on to 
the consumer at all, as has hap¬ 
pened in the past also. 

The rise in exemption limit came 
as relief to the salaried classes which 
was rather overdue. With the infla¬ 
tion rate hovering around 8 per cent 
in the recent past, the resultant 
decline in the real income was re¬ 
quired to be compensated adequate¬ 
ly. The enhancement of gift tax limit 
to Rs 1 lac in selected cases will also 
give relief to the middle cla.ss. How¬ 
ever, it has been felt that there is noth¬ 


ing for Idte poorer sections in the 
budget. No new scheme for uplifii- 
ment of rural and urban poor has 
been announced. It appears that basic 
presumption of ttiLs budget is that the 
proceeds of development would 
automatically trickle down to the 
poorer sections. 

The Budget has howwer 
pledged to pursue the process of 
liberalisation and globaUration. The 
performance of the external sector 
has been more than satisfactory. The 
country is flush with foreign ex¬ 
change reserves and the proposals for 
foreign investment are pouring in. 
Exports have shown outstanding 
growth but the imports have been 
stagnant. The resolve of the 
Government to do away with the 
system of ad hoc treasury bills is a 
welcome step. In totality the budget 
for 1994-95 reflects the renewed 
self-confidence of the Government 
in its policies and finances as a 
result of some outstanding perfor¬ 
mances during the past about three 
years. The declarations to amend 
FERA and the Companies .Act indi¬ 
cate the intentions of the Govern¬ 
ment to hone.stly follow the policy 
of globalisation of Indian economy 
in its true sense. 

Deficit justified: Finance Min¬ 
istry officials have strongly justified 
the high level of fiscal deficit in 1993- 
94 as a "temporary deviation", dic¬ 
tated by economic compulsions. 
They made it clear that the govern¬ 
ment had not abandoned its concern 
about fiscal deficit 

They indicated that industrial 
recovery was slow; there was sub¬ 
stantial idle capacity in the 
country; foodstocks were mount¬ 
ing and foreign currency reserves 
were nearing $ 13 billion. In these 
circumstances it was difficult to 
argue for a contractionary fiscal 
policy. Any pruning of the fiscal 
deficit, at this stage, would have 
squeezed industrial revival, they 
said. 
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ARTICLE 


Tackling Industrial Sickness 


Industrial sector achieved outstand¬ 
ing success during the Seventh Five Year 
Plan, when it registered an average an¬ 
nual growth rate of 8.5 per cent. Chemi-. 
cal Products and electrical tnachinery, 
particularly, achieved very high growih 
rate. Although the target of industrial 
growth rate for the Seventh Plan was 8.7 
per cent, even then the achieved let*el of 
8.5 per cent growth rate was much higher 
than the groiuth rate of 3.5 per leiit 
adiieivd during the Sixth Five Year Plan. 
One of the imjor factors responsible for 
the poor performance of the industrial 
sector during the l.ighth Plan is the 
growing menace if industrial sickness. 
Magnitude of industrial sickness is on 
the rise and every year a large number of 
snuill-siule industrial units, as u>ell as 
public sector undertakings, are getting 
affected by the perilous virus. 

Escalating Problem 

S per the The Reser\'e Bank of 
India (RBI), a sick induistrial unit 
is defined as the one which has 
reportc'd cash losses for the previous 
year and as per the projections for the 
next year, is expected to incur cash 
losses for the on-going financial year 
too. Adverse debt-equity ratio, as 
well as imbalanced financial position 
are yet other indicators of sickness of 
an industrial unit. I Fence, if in rom- 
arison to the cash inflows, cash out- 
ows show a tendency of jx'csisteuce 
over the years, in a particular unit, 
the same may be termed as a sick 
unit. In simple words, any industrial 
unit which is not capable of support¬ 
ing itself and has to depend on exter¬ 
nal assistance for its surx’ivai may be 
called a sick industrial unit. 

During the eighties the number 
of sick industrial units was abnor¬ 
mally high and was on the rise. This 
number was at modest 26,758 at the 
end of 1981 and rose alarmingly to 
2,42,534 at the end of 1988. This num¬ 
ber, however, declined marginally to 
2,23,809 towards the end of March, 
1991. Hence the average annual 


growth rate of sick industrial units, 
which was 17.70 per cent during 1988 
declined to 8,84 per cent during 1989- 
90 and was 1 .23 per cent during 1990- 
91. It is pertinent to mention that 99 
per cent of the sick industrial units 
arc in the small scale sector. 

Total outstanding credit to the 
sick units which was 2025 crore at 
the end of 1981, rose rapidly to Rs 
7705.30 crore at the end of 1988 and 
was at whopping Rs 10,767.82 crorc 
by the March end, 1991. Sick Small- 
Scale Industrial units, which con¬ 
stituted over 99 per cent of the total 
sick units owed less than 80 per cent 
or the total outstanding bank credit 
by the end of March, 1991. Industry 
group-wise incidence of sickness and 
the weakness in the non-small scale 
sector, in terms of outstanding credit, 
was the highest in the Textiles, at 25 
per cent, followed by Engineering at 
18.3 per cent and Chemicals at 7 per 
cent. Other non-small-scale sectors 
with high incidence of credit were 
Iron and Steel, Electricals and Paper. 

Obvious Causes 

J US T as the industrial .sicknes.s is not 
caused in a .short span of time, it is 
also not caused by a single factor. In¬ 
dustrial sickness is caused due to 
several factors affecting an industrial 
unit, over a reascmably longperiiKi of 
time. 11 is also wrong to presume that 
a particular set of causes, responsible 
for sickness of a particular industrial 
unit, will necessarily cause sickne.ss 
to another industrial unit. However, 
several common factors have been 
identified. 

Cine of the most obvioius causes 
is the faulty planning and policies. 
Profit motive is one of the objectives 
that a commercial house must pur¬ 
sue. But in a situation where other 
motives are preferred over the profit 
motive, the concerned business or¬ 
ganisation, particularly an industrial 
unit, is bound to fall sick. Poor 
management is yet another factor. An 


efficient industrial unit must have 
healthy managerial policies of 
marketing, finance, production and 
labour management. Moreover, the 
policies of career planning, perfor¬ 
mance appraisal and Human 
Resource Development play a sig¬ 
nificant role in determining the 
profitability of an industrial unit. As 
a result of faulty managerial policies, 
the industrial units may not be able to 
produce enough quantities to match 
the demand in the market, or conver¬ 
sely the marketing effort may be ut¬ 
terly inadequate to dispose of the 
entire production. Both the above 
situations would adversely affect the 
profitability of the concerned in¬ 
dustrial unit and might render it sick 
over a longer period of time. 

There are certain other factors on 
which the concerned unit usually has 
no direct control, but are responsible 
for industrial sickness. Broad in¬ 
dustrial and export-import policies of 
the Government, coupled with the 
public policies of taxation, monetary 
management and marketing, may af¬ 
fect the industries adversely. These 
external factors arc well beyond the 
direct control of the concerned unit, 
but are capable of affecting a par¬ 
ticular group of industries at the 
macro level. Industrial unrest is yet 
another factor in this category. It is, 
however, wrong to presume that a 
single factor can render an industrial 
unit sick. In fact, it is the combination 
of several factors, both internal as 
well as external, which affect the 
health of an industrial unit. 

Remedies 

F.VERAL measures have been 
suggested and adopted by the 
Government to cure the industrial 
sickness. RBI and the Board for In¬ 
dustrial and Financial Reconstruc¬ 
tion (BIFR) are the two most 
important agencies that assist the in¬ 
dustries to overcome the problem of 
sickness. RBI directs the lending com- 
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merdal banks to first identify the 
causes of sickness and to propose the 
measures for rehabilitation of such 
units. RBI also sets up task force, con- 
si^ng its own officers, officers of 
NABARD, lending banks and sick 
unfe, to suggest r^abilitation pack¬ 
age, including the suggestions like 
lending more money, providing 
working capital, conversion of accrued 
interest into principal, reduction in the 
accrued interest and easier repayment 
of loan in tlic years to come. In addi¬ 
tion, RBI also does close monitoring of 
the groups of those industries in which 
sickn^ is more common. This is done 
with a view to identify the common 
causes of sickness so that the public 
policy is suitably amended to assist the 
sick units. 

Amalgamation of sick industrial 
units with a strong unit in the same 
industry is suggested as one of the 
means to overcome this problem. In 
private sector, market forces and 
commercial decisions make such 
mergers possible. A viable and strong 
industrial unit may agree to merge an 
existing sick and small unit in it if it 
foresees some benefits in terms of use 
of manpower, machinery, managerial 
expertise, marketing network or the 
brand name of the sick unit. Such 
mergers may also take place to effec¬ 
tively face a national or multinational 
giant in the same ind ustry. Of late, the 
Government also experimented wit!> 
merger as a measure to strengthen 
the public sector banks. The example 
is the merger of New Bank of India 
with Punjab National Bank. Al¬ 
though the post-merger problems of 
determining seniority of the staff and 
the psychological shock are bound to 
be experienced, still this is an effec¬ 
tive remedy. 

The BIFR was set up in January 
1987, under the Sick Industrial Com¬ 
panies (Special Provisions) Act-1985 
(SICA), its objective is to revive 
potentially viable units or to recom¬ 
mend the closure of totally non-vi¬ 
able companies. Industrial 
companies whose net worth is 
eroded by over 50 per cent are re¬ 
quired to make a reference to the 
BIFR, for rehabilitation. Since its in¬ 
ception, upto the end of 1992, the 
Board received 1772 references, out of 
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which 440 cases were rejected on 
scrutiny. Out of the total nuntber of 
registered cases, 234 were dismissed 
as not maintainable, 394 schemes 
were sanctioned or approved and 191 
cases were recommended to the con¬ 
cerned High Courts for winding up. 

The steps, taken by the Govern¬ 
ment, are required to be supple¬ 
mented by certain other measures 
also. The steps taken by the Govern¬ 
ment basically provide financial as¬ 
sistance to the sick units, but in some 
cases the causes of siclmess may be 
non-financial. Hence, technological 
backwardness, which is one of the 
causes of sickness, must give way to 
the upgrndation of technology, so 
that the ailing unit remains competi¬ 
tive. Recruitment of professionally 
qualified people to various echelons 
of management is yet another 
measure. Moreover, RBI and other 
financial institutions, including the 
BIFR, must intervene at the earlier 
stages and should not wait for the 
industrial units to go sick. It is far 
easier to prevent sickness rather than 
curing it. In addition, the Voluntary 
Retirement Scheme should be 
adopted in all units which are on way 
to sickness, so that unncccsisary man¬ 
power is trimmed and the future 
salary burden is reduced consider¬ 
ably. 

Winding up Delays 

VEN after adopting the measures 
suggested above, certain units 
remain non-viable and there is no al¬ 
ternative but to wind them up. Based 
on the figures revealed by the refer¬ 
ences to BIFR, the accumulated losses 
of 1018 companies amounti^d to Rs 
11,629 crores. The extent of net-worth 
erosion was over 10 times in 64 ca^s, 
5 to 10 times in 63 cases, 2 to 5 times 
in 187 cases and less than 2 times in 
704 cases. These figures go to prove 
that the units which arc found to be 
totally non-viabte must be wound¬ 
up so that they do not cause further 
losses in the coming years. 

A Committee on Industrial Sick¬ 
ness and Corporate Re-structuring 
was set up in May 1993, con.sisting of 
a group of economists. The Commit¬ 
tee, headed by Dr Omkar Goswami, 
has devoted reasonably adequate 


space on ttw winding up procedures 
and delays in its report. The Commit¬ 
tee has pointed out that the BIFR has 
invariably tak^ two to three years 
time to merely give its opinion on the 
winding up proceedings. The Com¬ 
mittee also found that complete 
winding up of units in the past has 
taken very long period of time. In 42 
per cent cases, complete winding up 
has taken as many as 10 years, 
whereas in rest of the cases 10 to 30 
years time period was involved. The 
Committee has laid specific em¬ 
phasis on the need for voluntary pro¬ 
cedure for winding up. In such a 
procedure, the onus of re-organisa¬ 
tion must shift to the defaulting debt¬ 
or and effective steps must be taken 
before hand to prevent an organisa¬ 
tion from getting sick. The references 
to BIFR must be voluntary and based 
purely on economic considerations. 
The Committee also recommends 
that SICA should prevail over the 
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act 
(FERA), to encourage the foreign in¬ 
vestors and companies to take over 
potentially viable sick industrial 
units. The Committee also recom¬ 
mends setting up of five recovery 
tribunals in Elelhi, Bombay, Madras, 
Calcutta and Bangalore, to overcome 
the problem of delays in winding up 
proceedings. 

Critique 

HE BIFR was set up as an agency 
to accelerate the process of 
rehabililation or winding up of in¬ 
dustrial units as a single point mfer- 
ence and disposal agency. As per 
Goswami Committee report, in most 
cases the BIFR took more than three 
years to decide the case and the ear¬ 
liest it decided a case was in 794 
days. Such inordinate delays might 
have rendered some potentially vi¬ 
able sick unit as utterly non-viable 
and sick. Hence, instead of curing 
sickness BIFR in a way has per¬ 
petuated the industrial sickness 
and to that extent its objectives have 
not been fulfilled. The procedures, 
therefore, need to be simplified and 
shortened so that the potentially vi¬ 
able sick units are protected and 
revived in time. This will indirectly 
help in achieving better industrial 
growth rate in future. 







Panchayati Raj 


T O a believer God lives in the 
Panch; to a democrat the Panch is 
the custodian of people's trust. For 
Gandhiji 'Puran Swaraj' meant not 
only freedom from foreign rule but 
also the restoration of power to the 
people at the grass-roots level, where 
real India lived and formed the back¬ 
bone of India's identity. There is no 
denying the fact that traditionally, as 
well as culturally, Panchayati Raj in¬ 
stitutions, with minor modifications 
here and there, had biHL'n the soul of 
our cultural heritage, a vehicle of 
community life and a sign of par¬ 
ticipatory self-government at the 
lowest level of our polity. For factors, 
other than human, these institutions 
fell on evil days and became almost 
moribund and morbid, as a result of 
•which the planning process shifted to 
the higher echelons of political 
hierarchy and Panchayati Raj bodies 
became almost defunct or non-func- 
tional. When the malaise became too 
disturbing to be ignored any longer, 
the 'powers that be' thought of n"»ur- 
recting the cojicept and give it a con¬ 
crete form. Thus came about the 
amendment to the Constitution 
which made it mandatory for all 
Stati!s of the Indian Union to have a 
three-tier Panchayati Raj system 
(Gram Panchayat, Block Panchayat 
and Zila Panchayat). 

>> 

Since independence 72nd 
amendment seems to be the"most 
.earnest effort to revive the halo and 
health of local self-government. A 
conference of ItKal self-government 
ministers in 1954 recommended (or 
felt) that "all over India there is a 
ne^ to review village boundaries so 
that there might be evolved good ef¬ 
ficient working village units with live 
panchayats". In 1965, a committee on 
Panchayati Raj finance suggested 
that "ordinarily a population of 1500 
to 2000 is desirable for the satisfac¬ 


tory working of a panchayat". In 
1977, V.K.R.V. Rao expressed the 
view that a cluster of villages with a 
population of about 5000 should be 
the unit for integrated area planning 
as this size would ensure econon»ic 
viability. In 1978, the Asoka Mehta 
committee on Panchayati Raj noted 
that the present panchayats are not 
able to function effectively due to 
dearth of resources. In 1986, Singhvi 
committee for the concept paper on 
Panchayati Raj Institutions em¬ 
phasised the points already con¬ 
sidered and recommended and said 
that "villages may be reorganised in 
order to make for more viable village 
panchayats and enlarged villages 
should continue to be the primary 
and homogenous units of self- 
government with a measure of direct 
democracy". 

As far as the objectives of the 
72nd amendment are concerned, 
there should not be much room for 
doubting the seriousness and sin- 
cerit}' of the Central government. The 
onus to give a practical shape to the 
legislation lies on State govern¬ 
ments, which in their own interest 
and accountability to the people at 
large, are required to constitute 
State election commissions and 
share some revenue collection with 
the local-self institutions. If the 
State governments follow' the 
guidelines of the amendment in 
their true spirit, it would be a 
dramatic step towards the realisa¬ 
tion of the goal of 'grass-root 
democracy'. 

It is through the institutions of 
Panchayati Raj that we can hope for 
the emancipation of women, and the 
amelioration in the status of the most 
backward classes, the Dalits and 
other weaker sections. The concept 
"power to the people to whom it 
belongs" would become a reality 
after different groups, ethnic or 


otherwise, are made to occupy their 
respective quota of reservation on 
these bodies. Unlike in the past, 
when these bodies were either 
show-pieces or bullied by muscle or 
money power, they can now be¬ 
come the watch-dogs and effective 
channels to undertake works under 
NRYs, health care programmes for 
'mother-child', primary education, 
provision of drinking water, roads, 
drainage, etc. 

It goes without saying that 
Panchayati Raj institutions would 
deliver the goods only when their 
members, especially those belong¬ 
ing to the under-privileged classes, 
including rural women, are allowed 
to have their say in the new dispen¬ 
sation as envisaged in the legisla¬ 
tion. 

The writing on the wall is too 
clear to be ignored. Those who have 
remained passive or suppressed are 
in a stale of turmoil and arc'quite 
impatient to play their part in the 
running of the polity at all levels. If 
India wants to enter into the 21st 
century, with a sense of pride at 
having ushered in the people's 
democracy from the lowest to the 
highest level, she will have to make 
another tryst with destiny here and 
now. 

Mr V. Kishorichandra Deo, an 
authority on Constitutional and 
electoral law' has even suggested 
that "for the stability and strength 
of Panchayats, the State govern¬ 
ments should be restricted from dis¬ 
solving these bodies except in cases 
of grave financial misappropria¬ 
tion. These institutions should be 
guaranteed independent source of 
revenue and their representatives 
should be included in the State 
planning bodies". 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. What are the main pn^rammes being currently 
implemented for Rural Development? Have these 
programmes been able to achieve the stipulated targets? 

Ans. Eradication of poverty has been one of the major 
objectives of Indian Planning. liKidence of poverty is much 
hi^er in the rural areas and hence a lot of emphasis have 
b^ placed on Integrated Rural Development Programme 
(IRDP). By the end of Fifth Five Year Plan, it was realised 
that the planned economic development was not able to 
make any significant dent on the rural poverty. Hence, a 
new programme, known as IRDP, was introduced. This 
integrated programme seeks to identify the people living 
below poverty line, on the basis of daily calorie intake 
and a family was treated as a unit for this programme. 
After identiheation of the target group, the programme 
seeks to provide income generating assets to them, 
through a package of loan and subsidy. The.se assets 
could be a petty shop, sheep, poultr)' unit, milch cattle, 
draught cattle, sewing machine, weaving unit, etc. The 
aim is to lift such families above the poverty line by 
increasing their family income. 

Training Rural Youth for Self Employment (TKYSEM) 
is another programme to supplement IRDP. This 
programme aimsat providing technical skills and upgrad¬ 
ing the traditional professional skills among the rural 
youth. Training is provided by the master craftsmen and 
the trainees are provided with some stipend. After the 
training i.s over, endeavour is to rehabilitate the trained 
youth under the existing schemes of IRDP. In addition, 
there is a programme for rural women and children, 
known as DWCliA (Development of Women and Children 
in Rural Areas). This programme provides exclusive 
scheme for the upliftment of rural women, by forming 
their groups for commercial activities, so that they generate 
income for themselves. As wage-employment generation 
programme, Jawahar Rozgar Yojna O^Y) was introduced 
in 1989, after merging the two on-going schemes of Nation¬ 
al Rural Employment Programme (NREP) and Rural 
Landless Employment Guarantee Prtigramme (RLEGP). 
The aim of JRY is to provide wage employment to the rural 
poor, particularly after the busy season in the agriculture 
sector. 

After the introduction of IRDP, the incidence of pover¬ 
ty, which was 48 per cent at the end of Fifth Plan, declined 
cortsiderably to around 35 per cent at present. Although 
there are certain flaws in implementation of IRDP, but this 
programme has been able to launch a frontal attack on 
rural poverty. Similarly, the programmes like TRYSEM and 
DWCRA have also been successful. JRY has also been able 
jtoachieve the taigets of generation of the required number 
of mandays. These programmes, actively supported by the 


on-going economic activity, may be able to alleviate the evil 
of poverty in the years to come. But to achieve this objec¬ 
tive, the other sectors like Industry, Agriculture, Infrastruc¬ 
ture, Energy, etc also have to play an important role. 

Q. In most of the international sporting events, the 
performance of Indian sportsmen is dismal. What axe the 
reasons for poor performance of Indians in Sports? What 
measures do you suggest to overcome this problem? 

Ans. In a huge country lil« ours, every international 
sporting event adds gloom of shame when our sportsmen 
fail to win any medal or honour. With the occasional bril¬ 
liance in Cricket, Billiards, Chess (only of late). Tennis and 
the past glory of Hockey, there are hardly any sporting 
events to be remembered. Particularly, Olympics cause 
utter humiliation to the country' when Ae name of India is 
missing in the final mcdai-tally. The fact that no Indian has 
so far won any medal in individual events in Olympics, 
speaks volumes of the catastrophic vacuum in Indian 
sports. 

Some of the important causes, for dismal performan¬ 
ces of sports men/women, are as under; 

(fl) One of the most important reasons is that in India, 
sports arc not taken up as a career. Games are mainly 
played as a means of pass time and physical fitne.ss. The 
age at which most of the sportsmen achieve perfection in 
the international arena, Indian sportsmen merely start 
playing games. Moreover, there is no organized activity 
and opportunity for the sportsmen yearning to go to the 
top. As a result, sports arc not taken seriously even by the 
sportsmen with talent and |x>tential and mostly their aim 
is to get a good job rather than excelling further in their 
sport. 

(b) Lack of patronage by the Government at the early 
ages, to identify, train and bring-up the sporting talent, is 
yet another factor. In most of the cases younger people 
start playing the game on their own and only those who 
achieve reasonably good standards gel noticed, that too 
at an advanced age. In contrast, most of the countries, 
which have a record of doing extremely well at the 
sporting events, undertake the entire responsibility of 
financial support, housing, coaching, education, train¬ 
ing, etc for the potential sportemen indentified at the 
tender age of 5 to 8 years. 

(c) UHer lack of facilities, grounds, coaches, courts etc. 
in India is yet another reason. Lack of good stadia and their 
inaccessibility to the common sportsmen is also a cause of' 
poor performaiKe. 

(d) Accusations of poUtical interference and nepoftsm 
in selection of the final squad is also often quoted as one of 
the reasons that discourages most of the genuinely good 
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^f>ortsinen. It has also resulted in keeping non-influential 
but good sportsmen out of die focus. 

(e) Another reason is that India has mostly tried to 
venture into the sports in which there is already a tough 
competition. Moreover, individual games have not been 
encouraged. All though we have pr^uced some interna¬ 
tional stars like Sunil Gavaskar, Kapil Dev, Vijay Amritraj, 
Ramesh Krishnan, Maj Dhyan Chand, K.D. Sngh Babu, 
etc. they could hardly do anydiing to prc^ up die endre 
team. Such superstars, if encouraged in individual games 
like Athletics, Swimming, Boxing, Wrestling, Gymnastics, 
Shooting, etc, could end up with a lot of top honours for 
the country. 

(/) Lack of finances and rampant poverty is the root 
cause of most of the above ailments. In a poor country like 
ours, where a huge population is mainly worried to ar¬ 
range food for themselves and their Emilies, it seems high¬ 
ly improbable that they would have time and resources for 
sports. 

Remedies: To overcome these problems, the sports 
policy needs complete overhauling. The policy of "catch 
them young" needs to be implemented vigorously. Sport¬ 
ing infrastructure, training and coaching facilities should 
be improved. Guarantee of assured career to the sportsmen 
selected under this scheme should be given. Need is also to 
pump more funds for sports to provide due encourage¬ 
ment and facilities to the sportsmen. Sports need to be 
promoted to lure more talented young men to go in for 
sports. In sports like Athletics and Gymnastics 
youngmim/women from rural areas are particularly re¬ 
quired to be encouraged. This may be done by providing 
adequate sporting and coaching facilities in rural schools. 
After identification of potential talent at younger age, they 
should only be made to practise and play at Government 
expenses and all their future liabilities including their 
career should be taken care by the Government. These 
measures, if adopted, may start producing positive results 
after about a decade. 

Q. Growth of militant nationalism was an extreme 
form of patriotism. Give reasons for the growth of 
Militant nationalism. Did this growth act as a catalyst for 
the grant of freedom to India? 

Ans. Indian National Movement was a direct off¬ 
shoot of the growth of hatred for the British rule. Partition 
of Bengal, in 1905, was one of the important events that 
gave true expression to the growing dissatisfaction among 
the Indian masses against die British Rule. During this 
period itself, the educated Indians were aintady disil¬ 
lusioned by the failure of the British Government to fulfil 
the genuine demands of the moderalps. The demands put 
for^ by the moderates were treated with contempt by the 
Britishers. It was also revealed to the Indians that the main 
purpose of the British rule was to economically exploit 
India, to the benefit of their own country. Pathetic attitude 
of the Government towards severe famines during the end 
of the previous century, in which millions of Indians 
perished, exposed the true face of the Britishers to the 


Indians. 

In addition to the above mentioned factors there were 
several other factors that contributed to the growth of 
extreme patriotism, also known as extremism or militant 
nationalism. By the end of 19th century, leaders and refor¬ 
mists like Tilak, Aurobindo Ghose, Vivekananda, Bipin 
Chandra Pal, etc. had preached nationalism, self-resj^ct 
and self-confidence. Growth of education also increased 
the awareness and consciousness. Western ideas of 
democracy and patriotism fascinated the Indians. In ad¬ 
dition, several international events were also respon¬ 
sible for this. Rise of Japan, defeat of Italian army by 
the Ethiopians in 1896 and defeat of Russia by Japan 
in 1905, exploded the myth of European invincibility. 
Revolutionary movements in Russia, Ireland, Egypt, 
Turkey and China also convinced the Indians that the 
mass movements could shake big empires. All these 
events were exploited by the existing schools of 
militant nationalism. Soon militant nationalists like 
Bipin Chandra Pal, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Aurobindo Gho.se, Chidambaram Pillai, etc rose 
to the horizon of popularity. They advocated the 
policies like active non-Cooperation, passive resis¬ 
tance and self-sacrifice, in addition to Swadeshi and 
Boycott. 

Although, the early achievement of independence can¬ 
not be attributed to the rise of militants, yet it exposed the 
irrelevance of being moderate. At the Surat .session of die 
Congress, the moderates realised fiiat the extremists can¬ 
not be just brushed aside. Rise of leaders like Gandhiji, 
Nehru, Subhas Bose, C.R. Dass, Sardar Patel, Maulana 
Azad, Rajendra Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari, Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan, etc. amply proves that the influence of 
militant ideology had made deep inroads into the minds 
of prominent Congressmen and dominated the policies 
of Indiaq National Congress, even after the eclipse of 
extremist leaders. It was realised by the Congress leader¬ 
ship that they have to take a tough stance against the 
colonial rule of the Britishers. The theory of self- 
sacrifice, advocated by the militants, was further 
strengthened by the use of this concept by the 
revolutionaries. Revolutionary Terrorism, which 
believed in the policy of "tooth for tooth, nail for nail", 
also supported several other thoughts of the militants. 
As a result, the Congress leadership during the last 
about two decades of Nationalist Movement followed a 
tougher policy against the excesses of the British 
Government. 

Although, the influence of the policies of extremists 
could not result in complete change in the policy of the 
Government, it certainly influenced its ideology consider¬ 
ably. Had there been no extremist ideas, the traditional 
moderate outlook of the Congress might have taken longer 
time to force the Britishers to leave India. Indian freedom 
struggle was, therefore, given the much needed impetus by 
the militant ideology ^t the right time. 
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Argumentative Questions 
Social and Economic Problems 


Is Histoiy Junk and 
Futile? 

Q. "History is junk and its 
study serves no purpose." Give ar* 
guments For and Against this view. 

Ans. Many people believe that a 
study of history, as a mere record of wars 
and victories, of kings' deeds and on the 
people's follies, is futile and may even be 
misleading. What has happened m the 
past provides no clue or guideline to the 
future. Wlmt lessons are to be Icarnl from 
the happenings cf bygone days? At tunes 
history does provide an interesting study 
of the life and living of our ancestors, but 
that is about all. Mankind is known for 
repeating its follies and kings and queens 
are famous for either generosity or cruel¬ 
ty, but the point is (so runs the line of 
criticism) what purpose docs it serve. 
Look at the time devoted to the prepara¬ 
tion and study of history in schools, col¬ 
leges and universities. Students are 
required to cram up tlw facts about UHirs 
and victories, but does a study of history 
promote peace, or does it ever prevent 
wars and conflicts? Nothing of the 
kind. Rather, dictators and war¬ 
mongers derive inspiration from the 
harsh rulers of their type in the past 
and try to imitate thmt. But there is 
also the contrary vierv which has been 
stressed by eminent scholars, statesmen 
and also by politicians. They emphasize 
the importance of history without 
which, it is said, men and women can¬ 
not be fully enlightened. The urges, 
aspirations and accomplishments of na¬ 
tion provide valuable lessons; a proper 
understanding of history and earnest 
^rts to judge everything in the proper 
historical perspective have full utility. 

Arguments For the View {Tluit his¬ 
tory is junk) 

1. History, said Carlyle, is a dis¬ 
tillation of rumour. Some writers nar¬ 


rate the story of wars and conflicts, 
struggles and campaigns, tensions 
and treaties, heroic feats and coward¬ 
ly deeds of chicken-hearted rulers in 
many lands, and give it the ap¬ 
pearance of history. Many of the 
descriptions are based on rumour, 
deduction, scanty evidence and an 
occasional script, but the presenta¬ 
tion is mostly unreliable and un- 
authentic. The conflicting versions 
given by various historians, of wars 
and campaigns, provide evidence 
that most of the time "history" is not 
based on veriFicd facts but a part of it 
is imagination; and a part of it meit'ly 
deduction and surmises. 

2. As for the argument that his¬ 
tory provides valuable lessons we 
have the impressive line by George 
Bernard Shaw who said: "Alas, 
Hegel was right when he said that we 
learn from history that men never 
learn anything from history. Other¬ 
wise, why has crime increased and. 
criminals have multiplied in num¬ 
bers in all parts of the world, even in 
countries which have a "glorious" 
history and an ancient civilisation of 
which they are very proud"? In ef¬ 
fect, said Voltaire, "history is only a 
picture of crimes and misfortunes." 
He was .supported by Sir Rrsbert Wal¬ 
pole who cautioned his countrymen; 
"Oh, do not read history, for that 1 
know must be false." 

3. Every historian writes with a 
bias, either communal or sectarian. 
Muslim historians of Mediaeval 
India wrote accounts of their times 
with a prejudice that could hardly be 
hidden. British historians re-wrote 
history so as to establish British supe¬ 
riority in every branch of human ac¬ 
tivity and present Indians as an 
inferior, unfit, lazy, third-rate people, 
who have been "saved" by foreim 
rule and who hardly deserve ind^ 


pendence. These historians thus 
promoted the "imperial" cause—the 
cause of their kings and queens. Was 
it truly Indian history? Had it been so 
and had the history books, the for¬ 
eigners wrote, been fair and true, In¬ 
dian scholars after Independence 
would not have felt the necessity of 
re-writing the country's history so as 
to eliminate the prejudice against this 
country and its people. A struggle for 
freedom is presented as a "mutiny". 
It is clear that almost every history is 
prejudiced and distorted to suit cer¬ 
tain ends. True history, it has been 
well said, is a contradiction in terms. 
There is no such thing. 

4. Why is it that people arc made 
to believe history to be a fairly accurate 
pn.'sentation of the past but mythology 
is bypas.sed and even derided and 
scoffed at? Basically, tliey are the same; 
both lack authenticity, reality and truth, 
just as tliere are heated debates about 
the lack of a ba.sis in many mythologi¬ 
cal stories, similarly there have been 
heated debates and controversies over 
certain "historical" occurrences, the 
dates and places of battles, the causes 
and results, etc. Tliis shows that much 
of history is pun* conjecture, and con¬ 
jecture serves little purpose. Humanity 
docs not materially benefit from it. 

5. Solonghave we been fed with 
flattering descriptions of the ancient 
past and of our glorious deeds many 
people feel complacent. No wonder 
the problems of today, and the graver 
problems expected to emerge in the 
future, do not engage our full atten¬ 
tion. Wise people l(X)k to the present 
and future, not to the past. Wallow¬ 
ing the triumphs of our ancestors has 
led to dangerous attitudes of self-ap¬ 
probation. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. A study of the great men and 
women of the past teaches us a lot. It 
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is futile to argue toat the lives and 
actions of such leaders have nothing 
to teach us. The real theme of history 
is Man's growth from barbarism to 
civilisation, and the world keeps on 
progressing. This progress is greatly 
facilitated by a toorough knowledge 
ot the past through a study of go^ 
history books. 

2. History is not just a record of 
the doings of kings, emperors and 
queens and their Ministers. Kings 
and emperors have ceased to rule the 
world stage now; they are an 
atuichronism in the world of today, 
but is it not true that the growth and 
development of history has been 
greatly facilitated by the bitter les¬ 
sons which people have learnt after 
studying the misdeeds of dictators 
and ruthless, despotic things? A 
study of Man's struggle torough the 
ages is bound to be beneficial and 
enlightening, a valuable guide for 
shaping man's destiny in future. As 
Pandit Jawahartal Nehru said, his¬ 
tory teaches us of growth and 
progress and of the possibilities of 
infinite advance of man. 

3. The fart that some bixiks of 
history have turned out to be di.s- 
torted versions of events does not 
mean that hi.story as a whole should 
be condemned and denounced. Some 
times historical interpretations do 
vary, but those differences pertain to 
details on the broad principles and 
the main events there is general 
agreement. A hi.storian's personal 
orientation and the subjective factor 
also play a part, but this applies to all 
types of books, including literature. 
The area of certainty in history is as 
wide as the area of doubt and 
spec\ilation. De.spite the differences, 
consensus does emerge, and that is 
history. It is a continuous process. 
Judgements in any case are tentative, 
both past and present. The certainties 
of today often become the doubts and 
uncertainties of tomorrow. 

4. The knowledge of hi.story en¬ 
lightens us about the wide range of 
situations and options, increases the 
chances of taking the correct 
decisions—unless the understanding 
of the historical perspective is partial 
and incomplete. 


5. The main use of history lies in 
the wisdom it imparts to the reader. 
The obvious lesson of history, is that 
the best course for people, both rulers 
and the ruled, is to keep an open 
mind and be tolerant. The trouDles 
arising from intolerance and from 
keeping a closed mind have become 
quite apparent from history books. 
Neglect of history produces a vague¬ 
ness of outlook, a divorce from life as 
it really is. Historical events are sel¬ 
dom unconnected phenomena. His¬ 
tory should enable us to grasp the 
working of the world forces. It is the 
highest social science and should be 
respected as such. 

Advertisements: Blessing 
or Menace? 

Q. "Without advertisements 
and the art of advertising, business 
would come to a standstill and 
society in general would suffer a 
major setback." Give arguments For 
and Against this viev/. 

Ans. The origin of the word 
"adoertisc" can be traced to the Latin 
"Advcrlere" which implies making some¬ 
thing, a product or a process, known to 
the people by sonw means of publicity— 
the press, the platform, radio, TV posters, 
handbills, etc. Obviously, advertisements 
play a vital role tn propagating business, 
promoting sales through persuasion and 
propaganda, and thus creating a market 
where none exists, or develop a market 
furtlwr where already a beginning has 
bam made. Newspapers and magazines 
are generally full ofadvertisements, some 
glaring and outspoken, some subtle and 
not so aggressive or obtrusive, but effa- 
live all the same. Sometimes the sugges¬ 
tion is merely symbolic: it goes home 
nevertheless ^cause of the credibility of 
the medium. Resort is made to the process 
of auto-suggestion and make-believe. 
There is also the trick of gradual and 
subtle brain-washing, through VKual 
and other publicity, and carrying convic¬ 
tion about the grave disadvantages of not 
following a certain course. The adver¬ 
tisers also play upon ^mman sentiments, 
exploit human urnknesscs and highlight 
just what many people ivish, miss or 
need. Hence, there is a large extent of 
deceptkm also, andyet people fill ready 
Victims to it, often losing all sense ef 


proportion and forgetting the Imitation 
of their purse in tm process. This is par¬ 
ticularly applicable to women. 

Arguments For the View 

1. The cnrtly method of making 
products and processes kntnvn to the 
public and of ensuring a market for 
goods is advertising; without such 
publicity goods will not sell and busi¬ 
ness will not prosper. It is indi.spen- 
sable to modem commerce. 

2. The art of advertising and the 
various advertising media provide 
countless opportunities for employ¬ 
ment to all categories of people—ar¬ 
tists, painters, photographers, young 
men and women who work as 
"models", writers and thinkers. All 
of them would be rendered jobless if 
advertising comes to an end. 

3. Advertising is now a major in- 
dustry, having acquired compptitivc 
dimensions with an army of people 
engaged in countering the pubbeity 
of rival products and methods of en¬ 
suring an easier life to the people. 
Propaganda is cleverly mixed up 
with exposure of weaknesses and 
faults so as to run down a competitor. 
There is advertising to counter other 
advertising and propaganda to 
counter propaganda in a bid to out¬ 
bid and outsell the rivals. 

4. Advertising also provides 
entertainment through clever, attrac¬ 
tive and beautifully illustrated write¬ 
ups, provided by wielders of the 
mighty pen and artists of many hu«i. 
The impressive and eye-catching dis¬ 
play of textiles, TV sets, toilet goods 
etc., complete with alluring poses of 
lovely human figures, do provide a 
lot of entertainment and lively com¬ 
ment. Thomas Jefferson, the great 
American President, said way back in 
1920 that he read a newspaper more 
for advertisement than for the news. 

5. Without advertisements 
many newspapers would starve and 
go out of business; radio and TV 
would also suffer heavy economic 
losses because advertising brings 
them substantial revenue. 

Aigumente Against die \^ew 

1. Advertising is mere decep¬ 
tion; it is a play upon human senti- 
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meiitsi and teeks to mislead the 
prospective customers. Merit in such 
campaigns generally takes the back 
seat One can never be sure that the 
highly publicised goods one buys as 
a result of a large advertisement is 
dwable, dependable or even neces¬ 
sary 

2. Advertising these days is a 
very costly business, but people for¬ 
get drat the entire cost of advertising, 

»and much more besides, is recover^ 
through the higher prices of goods. 
Thus, customers pay not only for the 
goods they buy but also for the heavy 
expense of advertisements incurred 
through various media. 

3. The freedom of the press, as 
well as the freedom of thought, is ad¬ 
versely affected by the pressure 
groups comprising the major adver¬ 
tisers, who often dictate U*rms and 
even influence editorial policy. 

. 4. The craze for advertising 
often leads the manufacturers to 
ridiculous lengths in wooing the cus¬ 
tomer. Sometimes gifts are dis¬ 
tributed to win over prospective 
buyers; people fall a prey to tempta¬ 
tions and deceive themselves. 

Bureaucracy X-Rayed 

Q. "In most cases the civil ser¬ 
vice is neither civil nor service—it is 
hypocrisy." Give arguments Far and 
Against Ais view. 

Ans. The term bureaucracy sig¬ 
nifies a country's civil service, Us 
methods of fiinctianing, its policies and 
attitudes, ^ch country's day-to-day ad¬ 
ministration is actually rmi Iry the civil 
servants, fust as autocracy means the 
rule of the despot and democracy means 
the rule of the people, similarly 
bureaucracy means the rule of the 
"bureau” or table. By and large, 
bureaucracy stands for a mechanical, im¬ 
personal rule, seeldng to enforce cold and 

\ uniform norms in each case, ll is com¬ 
pletely shorn of human sympathy and 
consideration, acting like a machine most 
of the time, as if the rules matter above, 
everything else and also as if society exist 
for rules and not rules for society. Clumgc 
is taking place in some countries to make 
the civil servants more humane, more 
sympathetic to the people. Discourtesy 
and hypocrisy, however, continue. 


Arguments For the '^ew 

1. Wherever there are inade¬ 
quacies of the administration, the 
fault lies mostly with the civil ser¬ 
vants, the "steeWrame" and the in¬ 
flexible bureaucracy, which seem to 
be concerned only with the universal 
application of the rules, whatever the 
circumstances and whoever the per¬ 
sons affected, high or low. It does not 
bother about whether in this process 
it is serving the interests of the 
people. Various Prime Ministers and 
other leaders, in India and elsewhere, 
have expressed their growing uneasi¬ 
ness over the bureaucracy's failure to 
change its out-look and mode of 
functioning. So the flaws are widely 
admitted. 

2. In economic development, as 
in other fidds of national activity, 
there is a notable gap between inten¬ 
tions and actions. The importance of 
bridging this yawning gap Ls widely 
admitted, but the fact is that the agen¬ 
cy for implementation of governmen¬ 
tal intentions, compri.ses a whole lot 
of civil servants of variou.s categories. 
H is there that the principal deficiency 
lie.s. The Government's professed in¬ 
tention is to ser\'e the people, but the 
bureaucracy lords over the people 
and functions without the requisite 
sense of devotion and social service. 
So, most of the time it is not a service. 
as such; rather the civil servants, 
especially at the senior level, tend to 
function as masters and do not care 
even for the ministers, except formal¬ 
ly. They gradually become the real 
rulers of the country, whatever the 
nature and complexion of their 
"political masters", whose policies 
they are supposed to implement. 
Ministers also soon find themselves 
helpless against the officials who 
point out all sorts of administrative 
hurdles in the way of enforcing cer¬ 
tain decisions which they dislike. 

3. The civil servants regard 
themselves as "heaven-born" and su¬ 
perior to all other people on earth. 
The ICS people and their successors, 
the IAS officials, wield power out of 
all proportion to their numbers. Its 
members, by and large are an unjus¬ 
tified elite in a democratic society. 
The ICS people were described, widi 


much justification, as western 8ncd>s 
out of touch and out of sympathy 
with the Indian masses. Historical ex- 
amplcs prove the point that the 
bureaucracy makes or mars a govern¬ 
ment. The decline of the R<nnan Em¬ 
pire was due, in large pai% to the 
functioning of the powerful Roman 
civil service. The French and Russian 
bureaucracy sounded the death-knell 
of the respective empires; the 
centralisation of the French civil ser- 
via> led to a politically intolerable 
state of affairs. 

Arguments Against die View 

1. Whatev'cr the deficiencies of 
the civil serx'ices, it cannot be denied 
that they have fulfilled a vital task 
and done very u.seful work. In times 
of political instability, its members 
have conducted the administration 
creditably; whenever political 
leaders let down the country, the 
civil servants save the situation. 

2. Apart from providing the 
basic and vital administrative ser¬ 
vices, the civil .servants have helped 
to promote national integration. The 
civil service in India generally com¬ 
prises 50 per cent of recruits from a 
particular State and the rest come 
from the other State.s. 'I’his ensures 
impartiality, and promotes integra¬ 
tion and a broader out-look. 
Favouriti.sm is consequently at a 
discount and devotion to duty ac¬ 
quires a new accent. Some people 
may have grievances about the 
officials' attitudes but part of the 
rca.son is that these senior officials 
have little time to meet all and 
sundry. If they decide to meet every 
aggrieved individual personally, 
they would have no time for ad¬ 
ministrative duties which require 
wholehearted attention. 

3. In every country there is a 
ruling elite whether they are civil ser¬ 
vants or other people. The effort 
should be to ensure that the best 
talent, specialist or generalist, com¬ 
prises the top rung of the administra¬ 
tion. That is where the civil servants 
come in. The important task is to 
develop a spirit of Service among 
them and not to condemn them indis¬ 
criminately as snobs. 
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MRAGRAPH-WIMTtNG 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


"Science without religion 
is lame; religion without 
science is blind." 

—Albert I in'>leut 
If wo discatd loliRion m our pur 
suit tor SI lontific truths and j»o 
whole hog lor physical \ oi ifu alion 
of facts wo may ond up in a siliia 
tion which IS half-slimulating and 
lialf-sutfcKciting No passion oi 
puKli\ il\ IS soll-sustaining if it 
loads us to .1 douhtiul diiot tion and 
stops us iioni casting a glaiuc to 
oui light oi loft riioio IS no doiiht 
that sc lonco and its analv tic il np 
proai hos to lifo hco iis horn the 
bondage of bigotiy and blind faith 
ihit if in OUI o\i I enthusiasm wc 
disrc'gaid loiigion altogc the i as ir 
it>lc>vant and iriitant, wc vcoiild snio 
l> tall into the low d tap ol di \ its 
innsi)uc laclino as w In olci di ale is ol 
spmtualiU lust as seioiuo w ithout 
rt'ligion IS imomplc'tt oi me on 
gtuotis similath ndigion w ithout 
the authenticitv of seieneccan lead 
us into a blind allt i Wi nc sd 
science to lead a eomloitabic hie 
But lo keep a happy haimony bo 
twc'cn sensuous sonsitioiis and 
spiiitual salvation we need both 
In fac t Oeith aim at achieving Hit 
goal of tiiith but with difh ii nt 
tools the 1)110 without the othc'i is 
incompti ti Whole as sc umkc scar 
ehos toi the soiu icto w ith ovpioia 
tion and ovamination, lehgion 

K rt•p.^ros us toi lompassion with the 

olp ol rc'stiaint ronunciation and 
rightful action 

"In youth we learn, in age 
we understand." 

Human ht*ingsacquire 
knowledge in thoir youth but iindci 
stand the nuances oi the ii acquisi¬ 
tion in (old) age In youth thoio is a 
tendency to go in toi more and 
more possessions, w holhor w orldly 
or intidloctual, but it is only in .igc‘, 


when senses become sober, that wo 
sift the chaff from the grain Youth 
is the poiiod of action when one is 
in a hun\ to got hold ol all Ihatap- 
pc*ars useful ’VoiiHi is that period of 
life when one is up .nnd doing 
loaciy to rush m w hoio e v on the an¬ 
gels fear to tread But ago is that 
stage and stale of human psycho, 
when one concentrates on the 
qualitv ol colli c turns made in 
youth It IS the tolling trait of ago 
that wc contomplati nioio on the in 
tiinsic value of those*acquisitions 
that can shind the tost of time oi can 
standby us m good stt*ad Com 
pic*honsion and c ontomplation an 
the pic'fc rone os of ago just as ambi 
tion and adveiituii arc the impulse's 
of ycuith With little \ ai lations he lo 
and thoio, human niiltiro bohayes 
like this and thus i omjilotos its 
cycle that begins w ith liloand ends 
with dc'ath Botwivn the twopole**' 
ol youth and age', a lc>t hapj’H.'ns 
w hic h IS sw oc’l as well as sour, 
u'warding as well as i.ivaging 
Mill Si'r ions SCI utiny i)iieii|Octs 
the ■<relevant but files to assmiiliitc 
those y irtuos that oni u h and on 
noble human mind 

"Blind is not he who has 
lost his eyes, but he who 
hides his short-comings." 

A I iluilnin (liiihUii 
It I*- the iiony of human life that 
wo novor fail todiscc'iii the physical 
intiimitics that atflicl or distort not 
mal human ai tivit) but w illully 
hide those short comings in concop 
tion of ideas and conduct that aio 
the w oakest spots of oui charactci 
No doubt, one who has lost his 
c*Vc*s foi one loason or fhoothc'i is 
an unlot tunalc Idle w and dosorvos 
considoiation But those w lio try to 
hoovor-smaitand .unco.yl then 
w(‘aknc‘ssos, hcith inoi.il and intolloc 
lual, by any moans, are really blind 
Sill h poisons suffer hcim an ac iilo 


sense of guilt, but keep their con¬ 
st lento under wraps and pose to 
be normal or morally upright 
They adopt all typos of gimmicks 
to hide the distortions of then per¬ 
sonality and thus dt»ceive none 
hut ihomsc l\ os I heir faults exert 
such a poAoiful influence on their 
faculties th.Tt they seldom realise 
the peiilous path they are tread¬ 
ing I hey arc quite susceptible to 
the bhnciiu ss of ey es but quite 
obliy tous to the foibles of chaiac- 
tcr that kc'op corioding the latent 
stiengtii ol then soul By keeping 
thc'ir conscience under seivil t\, 
they may m.ike a mark or two but 
spiritually thc*y aie hollow 

"Love is blind, marriage is 
the eye-opener." 

If the inslmct of lov'c were not 
blind tbi le w ould have been nu 
soul sill ring love lore's in world 
liteiature No passion rn human life 
IS as I aptiv ating as that of love, 
wheie the heart dictates and the 
lov eis blindly follow There is no 
element ol thought or calculation 
No opposition IS strong enough to 
deter lovers from the obsession ol 
'love .at Inst sighl and other ec- 
centile tile's associaU'd with it it is 
only \\ he n flu chains of rruirriage 
bind them that the tremors ol 
gnniiici u alitics slait .ippc'nnng 
I lie peiceplions change dramatical¬ 
ly nnd m place ot the heart, it is the 
head that calls the shots and be 
c omc s asset Inc I v eii a small aber- 
1 alion OI neg'igenc e does not pass 
unnoticc'd and the comments foi 
each c'tlu r become highly caustic 
Blindness m love yii'lds to ovei- 
\ igilaiue and the pleasantric's and 
flaltei mg rcmaiks ot the past ate 
replacc'd bj bhouts and shi leks at 
e.ich other Undoubtedly if love is 
spontanc'oiis, marriage is compul- 
sne If the fornu'i isc>\ciling Ihelat- 
fensex.iclmg 
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Commercial Flying 


Career Prospects 

A career in flying offers every¬ 
thing a young person expects from 
life—unmatched glamour, unique 
adventure, decent life, attractive 
salary, distinguished social status 
and extreme job satisfaction. The 
career also provides excellent oppor¬ 
tunities for growth and advance¬ 
ment. 

Civil Aviation enjoys an impor¬ 
tant place in any economy and more 
particularly in a developing country 
like ours, where it acts as a catalyst in 
the growth of commerce, industry 
and business. During the pa.st few 
years, the policy of privatisation and 
liberalisation has opened new and at¬ 
tractive vistas in the field of civil avia¬ 
tion. Before this policy only four 
organisations—^Air India, Indian Air¬ 
line, Vayudoot and Pawan Han.s— 
offered opportunities in commercial 
flying in India. The new policy of 
"open skies" has attracted several 
new private airlines in recent years 
including Modiluft, jagson, 
Damania, East West Airlines, City- 
link, Jet Air, etc. Recent decision of 
the Government to declare the Indian 
Airlines and Air India a.s public 
limited companies would result in 
partial privatisation of these premier 
airlines also, thereby improving their 
efficiency. This may also result in 
these airlines offering belter terms 
and service conditions to the com¬ 
mercial pilots. 

Learning to Fly 

The most important step towards 
a career in commercial flying is the 
training. It is also one of the toughest 
and most expensive aspect. WiUi the 
ultimate aim of getting a Commercial 
Pilot's Licence (CPL), a trainee is re¬ 
quired to obtain a Student Pilot's 
Licence (SPL) and a Private Pilot's 


Licence (PPL) in stages. In addition, a 
candidate may also obtain a Senior 
Commercial Pilot's Licence (SCPL), 
Private Helicopter Pilot's Licence 
(PHPL), Glider Pilot's Licence (GPL), 
etc. The minimum requirement for 
becoming a professional commercial 
pilot is a CPL. All these licences are 
awarded by the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation, after a candidate qualifies 
the proscribed tests and obtains the 
required flying experience. 

Flying Clubs/ln.stitutions pro¬ 
vide the required experience to a can¬ 
didate. All desirous candidates may 
pass an oral/written test to gel a SPL 
in any of the Flying Clubs. At present 
there are 29 Flying Club.s/Institutes 
in India which act as the primar)' 
.schcx^ls for the aspiring candidates. 
Out of tho.se, six are State-owned, 
twenty two are privately owned and 
managed and there is one 
autonomous body known as Indira 
Gandhi Rashtriya Uran Academy at 
Rae Bareli. Some of the important 
1‘lying Clubs are: Bihar Flying in¬ 
stitute, Patna; North India Flying 
Club, Jalandhar; Hissar Aviation 
Club; Karnal Aviation Club; Lud¬ 
hiana Aviation Club; Amritsar Avia¬ 
tion Club and Delhi's Safdarjang 
Flying Club. 

Before a candidate becomes 
eligible for is.sue of a CPL, he/sho is 
required to have at least 250 houi% of 
flying experience. To obtain this ex¬ 
perience, the candidates are required 
to join the flying clubs as student 
Pilots. To be selected as a student 
Pilot, a candidate must be ten plus 
two pass and is required to pass the 
Student Pilot Manual Examination, 
after qualifying the oral examination 
and the prescribed medical test. Oral 
examination includes questions on 
Air Regulations, Air Navigation, Air 
Meteorology and Aircraft Engineer¬ 


ing, for which the preliminary 
knowledge of all these aspects is re¬ 
quired to be obtained by the can¬ 
didates. After a candidate is admitted 
as a student Pilot in a Fying Club/In¬ 
stitute, he/she is required to undergo 
rigorous training for eight months 
and obtain a minimum flying ex¬ 
perience of 60 hours, before becom¬ 
ing eligible to take the written 
examination for getting a PPL. Out of 
thi.s 60 hours flying experience, 40 
hours of slow flying and 20 hours of 
fast flying is a must. 

After having obtained a PPL, the 
next step is to get a CPL, the ultimate 
licence for commericai flying. To be 
eligible to take the test for CPL, a 
private pilot candidate must undetgo 
atleast 2-year training with a mini¬ 
mum of 2.50 hours of flying ex¬ 
perience. To obtain this flying 
experience in the flying clubs/In¬ 
stitutes, the financial burden is to be 
borne by the candidatc.s, which 
despite being subsidised, is 
astronomical. 

Flying training at a Flying Club is 
quite an expensive proposition. In 
addition to certain monthly subscripi- 
lion, a candidate is also required to 
pay the flying charges ranging from 
Rs 150 per hour to Rs 169 per hour. 
Actual expenses per hour of flying 
cost between Rs 601 to Rs 772 and the 
difference between the actual charges 
and the flying charges realised issub- 
.sidised by the Ministry of Civil Avia¬ 
tion. The flying experience/practice 
is provided in two seatcr aircraft 
namely Pushpak and Cessna. It is es¬ 
timated that the Government subr 
.sidiscs about 80 per cent of the total 
costs of the Flying cluKs all over the 
country. 

As per the guidelines of the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(IX5CA), the Flying Clubs are also 
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requited to provide certain other 
facilities out of the subsidy given to 
them. These include training to the 
NCC cadets, facilities for hobby 
flying, facilities for issue of Airport 
Maintenance Engineer's Licence, 
facilities for Gliders licence, etc. 

Sizeable State Spending 

Even after obtaining a CPL, a 
pilot is further trained by Air India 
and Indian Airlines before he/she is 
actually inducted as a first officer on 
a bask aircraft. This prc-flying train¬ 
ing takes place at the Central Training 
Establishment, Hyderabad. Heavy 
expenditure is incurred here on train¬ 
ing of a pilot by way of simulators, on 
ground and actual flying training. 
Trainee pilots are trained for one year 
and the estimated expenditure in¬ 
curred on this training, by the con¬ 
cerned airline, is over Rs 10 lacs. This 
training also enables the trainees to 
qualify as a co-pilot. From the level of 
Co-pilots to the level of a Com¬ 


mander, experience of about eight 
years is required and sizeable 
amount of money is spent during this 
period on the training of pilots also. 

Sky is the Limit 

As discussed earlier, after obtain- 
ing a commercial licence one is 
eligible to be inducted as a pilot After 
pre-flight training and further on- 
the-job flying experience, the pilots 
continue to acquire more and more 
expertise in this esteemed field. 
Hence, the candidates with basic 
qualities of alertness and awareness 
may expect to rise lugh in this profes¬ 
sion. The career also offers extensive 
travel and the opportunities to visit 
the not>k and comer of the world. It 
also provides the pleasure of being in 
a profession which is more of a 
hobby. 

The candidates interested in this 
career may contact the Manager/Ad¬ 
ministrator of the nearest Civil Avia¬ 
tion/Flying Club and find out the 


details and the dates of tests for get¬ 
ting admitted as a student pilot. It is 
also recommended that the can¬ 
didates go through the syllabus for 
the test carefully and prepare them¬ 
selves adequately. If required, they 
may also obtain some coaching from 
a good institute so that drey are able 
to qualify the test. 

It is obvious that the entire process 
of becoming a commercial pilot is 
lengdiy one and the candidates require 
a lot of patience. Though senne scholar¬ 
ships are available to some categories of 
trainees, yet the candidates must be 
able to spend sufficient amount of 
money before getting a CPL. Both these 
factors must be given due consideratiun 
by the candidates, before beginning 
their training. Flying training, once 
c-ommenced, canrwt be left in-hkwea» 
otherwise the entire time and money 
spent may go waste. Once the training 
stage is over and the career as a com- 
metriai pilot takes off, there is no ktok- 
ing behind and sky is die limit. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Professionals and Civil 
Services 

Q. Professionais like Doctors 
and Engineers should be prevented 
from appearing at Civil Services ex¬ 
aminations. Give two arguments in 
favour and two against the given 
proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the 
proposition 

1. A poor country like India, 
reeling under resources crunch and 
an ever escalating graph of demands 
of the people for quick redrcssal of 
their genuine grievances, can ill-af- 
ford to waste her professionals in the 
corridors of files and papers, or in air 
conditioned rooms for a few perks 
and powers. By allowing profes¬ 
sionals like Doctors, Engineers, ar¬ 
chitects, et al, to appear at civil 
services examinations, we are 
making a mockery of the highly ex¬ 
pensive profes-sional education. 
Whatever may be our raison d’etre be¬ 
hind such a move, the result of adopt¬ 
ing such a course in the name of 
'equality of opportunity' is going to 
be a colossal waste of human exper¬ 
tise and technical proficiency. 

2. In the on-going tussle be¬ 
tween the bureaucrats versus the 
technocrats, if we really mean to en¬ 
hance the status and stature of our 
technocrats and spare them the 
humility of playing a second fiddle to 
an all-powerful bureaucracy, we 
should change the rules of the game 
and provide same powers, perks and 
prestige, if not mom, to the profes¬ 
sionals. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that we are already losing the 
benefit of our professionals' training 
and expertise due to the 
phenomenon of 'brain drain.' If we 
do not prevent them from appearing 
at civil services examinations, wc 
would be pushing our best profe.s- 
sionaLs, like upcoming doctors, com¬ 
puter engineers, specialists in 


electronics and environmental en¬ 
gineering, into the ivory towers of 
bureaucracy. Can we afford such a 
costly luxury? Of coume not. So the 
best course to halt such a suicidal 
drift is to prevent the professionais 
from appearing at civil services ex¬ 
aminations. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. On the very face of it, the 
proposition is not only utterly 
preposterous but also untenable as 
far as the tenets of natural justice and 
equality of opportunity for all are 
concerned. To single out profes¬ 
sionals and prevent them from ap¬ 
pearing at civil services examination 
tantamounts to ostracising them 
from the mainstream of the national 
life and treat them differently like 
out-castes. 

2. Experience has shown that 
even a few proftssionals in civil ser¬ 
vices so far have acquitted themselves 
in flying colours and proved many a 
critic wrong that their entry into 
bureaucracy would result in rivalry 
between the technical and non-tech- 
nical classes of civil servants. Entry 
of professionals has given the ser¬ 
vices an aura of scicntific/technical 
touch, which was badly needed. 
Moreover, these technical personnel 
can do much better in ministries like 
health, power, irrigation, science and 
technology and atomic'energy, as 
compared to their counterparts who 
have no such background. All said 
and done, the proposition needs to 
be rejected at once. 

Unity in Diversity is a myth 

Q. Unity in diversity is easy to 
talk but impossible to achieve in a 
country like India. Explain your 
views in this regard. Substantiate 
your views by giving instances, ex¬ 
amples from your experience, read¬ 
ing and knowledge. 

Ans. The assumption that'unity 


in diversity' in India is impossible to 
achieve may be dubbed by 
nationalists as the expression of 
cynicism or the voice of a defeatist. To 
the critic or analyst of Indian history, 
any euphoria or exultation over the 
imaginary presence of 'unity in 
diversi ty' seems more a matter of per¬ 
ception or self-delusion than an ex¬ 
pression of ground reality. Perhaps 
the truth lies somewhere between the 
two extreme views held by the 
proponents of 'unity' and the per- 
ceivers of 'diversity'. There is no 
denying the fact that national unity, 
rather the political unity, which is the 
basis of all our shength and .stability, 
is fragile in content and context of 
diverse forces that become 
prominent and assertive quite often. 
To add fuel to the fires of diversities 
of religion, region, language, castes 
and creeds and a plethora of others, is 
the presi’nt-day political leadership, 
that loses no opportunity to whip up 
passions to gamer votes. When such 
i.s the quality of political leadership 
and their weakness to calculate every 
i.ssue in term.s of electoral gains or 
losses, the goal of achieving 'unity of 
hearts in the midst of stark diversity' 
looks like a mirage. 

The fragile fabric of 'unity in 
diversity' has to live with the derang¬ 
ing dance of ethnic/raste conflicts, 
communal holocaust, language riots 
and what not To cap it all, the linger¬ 
ing boundary disputes, water-dis¬ 
tribution/sharing problems, regional 
imbalances, cl al, between different 
States, have rendered the concept of 
unity more a myth and less a reality. 
With the policy of 'sons of the soil' 
taking precedence over merit, the fu¬ 
ture is dark indeed. Self<oinplacency 
may convince us to reiterate at every 
forum that India offers a unique ex¬ 
ample of 'unity in diversity', but on 
deep introspection wc know how 
hollow is our claim. 
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Curbing election 
expenditure 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to control huge expendi¬ 
ture incurred on elections, l^plain 
how the measures being suggested 
by you would be helpful. 

Ans. The recent observations of 
Mr Scshan on the OfMsn (mis)use of 
money power in elections has rightly 
caused concern and consternation 
among the elite and the common 
people alike. With no-holds barred, 
contestants and their supporters 
have been resorting to all types of 
arms-twisting tactics, the most con¬ 
spicuous being the employment of 
money, muscle and mafia power in 
elections. Horrified but helpless at 
the distortions of election strategies, 
the poor voter has found in the Elec¬ 
tion Commission its last hope of halt¬ 
ing the rot. According to the 
Commission's findings, the 
privileged few do not permit people 
to have a free choice of their reprc»- 
sentatives, Such people form three 
categories. I'hey arc those who enjoy 
positions of authority in the govern¬ 
ment, those having unlimited finan¬ 
cial resources and those who can 
mobilise money power. With the in¬ 
creasing role of money power, some¬ 
times the election process is reduced 
to a mere farce. The following 
measures can help retrieve the sordid 
situation into which we seem to have 
been pushed. 

First of all the time-period for 
canvassing, from the date of 
withdrawals to the actual date of 
voting, should be reduced. Along 
with reducing the days ot canvass¬ 
ing, political parties/candidatcs 
should be made to restrict the print¬ 
ing of posters and other propaganda 
material. Besides, the number of 
meetings and vehicles should be 
brought down to a reasonable level. 
Special vigilance by EC observers (for 
election expenditure) should be kept 
on those candidates or constituencies 
which are 'sensitive' and likely to be¬ 
come the hunting ground for an un¬ 
abashed display of money power. 
Any violation of instructions/guide¬ 


lines, including the model code of 
conduct, should immediately lead to 
poll-cancellation. 

2. Secondly, the expenses of all 
candidates should be audited by an 
agency of experts which is beyond 
the reach of influence, coercion or 
connivance by the interested par- 
ties/persons. Any serious departure 
from the norms laid down by the EC 
should mean automatic disqualifica¬ 
tion of the candidate from future elec¬ 
tions. One of the most effective 
measures in this regard can be the 
funding of elections by the govern¬ 
ment. The modalities of such a course 
can be worked out. 

3. Instead of disturbing public 
peace and spoiling the wails and 
other spaces with posters, more time 
to candidates of recognised political 
parties .should be given on the 
Television. If need be, an extra<han- 
nel may be opened for this purpose 
only. 

If all the mountains 
disappe.1r 

Q. Suppose all the mountains 
in the world disappear suddenly. 
Explain three possible consequen¬ 
ces if such a thing happens. 

Ans. The crown and glory of 
this earth, the monumental majesty 
of the landscape and the perennial 
source of water, which is the sus¬ 
tenance of all life, mountains have 
played a decisive role in the evolu 
tion of human civilisation and cul¬ 
ture and coloured its spectrum in 
more tlian one ways. Gtxl forbid, if all 
the mountains in the world disap¬ 
pear suddenly, the consequences that 
are likely to follow this tragedy 
would be loo grim to visualise. What 
to talk of the very adverse effects on 
the socio-economic of the people as a 
whole, the very survival of life— 
human plant and animal—^would be¬ 
come a question mark in the event of 
all mountains vanishing into the thin 
air 

With the disappearance of moun¬ 
tains, there will be no peaks for the 
snow to stay during winter and melt 
during summer and thus feed the 


rivers and streams, fountains and 
rivulets, with water. When such a 
situation arises, the big dams would 
be starved of water and both the 
production of hydro-electridty and 
the availability of water for irrigation 
would come to a halt. Fields and fac¬ 
tories would have to go without 
water and electricity. Raw materials 
and finished products would be¬ 
come scarce. Economic activity the 
world over would be badly hit, af¬ 
fecting the living standards of the 
people in the short-run and throw¬ 
ing millions out of job.s in the long 
run. Such a development would not 
only be unpalatable for the people 
to suffer but also crudely chaotic to 
put up with. 

2. Flora and fauna, that have 
been an integral part of mountains, 
would face the danger of becoming 
extinct, when their natural habitat, 
the mountains, disappear suddenly. 
Rare herbs, used both for medicines 
and cosmetic preparations, would be 
available no longer and this develop¬ 
ment too would mean a severe set¬ 
back for the human race. All fine arts, 
that have peipetuated themselves on 
the magic of mountains, their immor¬ 
tal inspiration, colourful and colossal 
character, would lose their patron 
and patriarch once the mountains 
disappear from the face of this world. 
Winter sports like skiing would dis¬ 
appear altogether. 

3. The green cover, which is so 
e.sscntial for all living being.s, would 
drastically come down when the 
mountains along with their forests 
vanish and the whole earth becomes 
a vast plain or a desolate desert 
Saints and sages w'ould be deprived 
of the caves, and other secluded 
places where they have been meditat¬ 
ing so far. Gods and goddesses, who 
have been occupying the coveted 
positions on mountain peaks, since 
time immemorial, would become 
homeless and helpless like their 
counterparts, the human beings. Per¬ 
haps like nomads and gypsies, they 
will have to roam here and their and 
call the open sky as the common roof 
of all the homeless. 
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OBJECnVE'TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The questions given below were set in 
the BSRB Probationary Officers' examina¬ 
tion (V/est Bengal) held on the 28th 
November, 1993. 

We are grateful to Shri Suvendu 
Kumar Sahu of Bhubanesttxir for sending 
these questions to us. 

Q. 1-15. Read the following pas¬ 
sage carefully and answer the ques¬ 
tions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are printed in BOLD to 
help you to locate them white answer¬ 
ing some of the questions. 

The news that the Indian Railways 
aie going to incur a shurtfa) I of Rs 1,000 
crore in their resources generation and 
will, therefore, have to seek budgetary 
support to that extent—will not 
surprise many. That's a scenario that 
has been played out for years now, and 
the outcome too has been predictable— 
with the railway budget doing its duty 
by doling out public money. But its time 
to look at the problem differently, in 
view of the current concerns of govern¬ 
ment in economising its charily and the 
feeling that the railway have to stand 
on its own ie|^. 

The railways have, over the last 
few months, amtinued to experience a 
shortfall of Rs 85 crore per month, a 
feature that could add to their woes if it 
continues. Fall in expected gtxxis traf¬ 
fic, in the rate per tonne and alstr a dip 
in passenger traffic have arntributed to 
the shortfall. All this may rrot be new 
concerns for the railways; the relevant 
point, however, is how the system and 
the government hope to tackle it. 

Clearly, budgetary support should 
be considered only in the last instance, 
after various measure's to both reduce 
expenditure and raise resources have 
bem tried out. Consider subsidies on 
passenger traffic—the expenditure 
which really digs into the 
government's coffers, in fact, pa.ssenger 
traffic subsidy accounted for nearly 
90% of the railways Usses in 1992-93 
with freight traffic subsidies taking up 
the rest. 


Freight traffic subsidy cuts should 
prove more easy if this year's budget 
exercise is any indication. Til! now, six¬ 
teen commodities were subsidised. In 
1993-94 budget subsidy on four were 
remo\'ed. Prices did not rise, there was 
little protest and now the railways ought 
to be embtildened to do more. R^uction 
in passenger subsidies is more tricky 
given the dependtmoe of such a targe 
population, mostly poor, on the system 
and most governments have been reluc¬ 
tant to do much. In fact, passenger rates 
haw been hiked very few times and that 
too only in recent years. 

One area where the railways could 
do a lot more pruning is in shutting 
uneconomic branch lines. For instan¬ 
ces, in 1992-93 it Wi'is found that 114 
branch lines contributed a loss of Rs 121 
crores. 

To its credit, howwer, the railways 
has been looking around for sources of 
funds (<thcr than the budget. 

1. Which of the following has the 
SAMF, meaning as the word 'dip' as it 
has been used in the pa.ssage? 

0) drift (2) slowne.ss 

(3) plunge (4) reduction 

(5) tardine-ss 

2. 1 low dtx'S the government ex¬ 
pect to "economise its charily"? 

(1) By requiring the railways 
to be self-sufficient 

(2) By stopping the budget 
support 

(3) By showing its concern 
through the railway minis¬ 
try 

(4) By not doling out public 
money 

(5) By reducing the overall 
operation of the railway.s 

3. Which of the following is 
CORRECT regarding the shortfall in 
the railways resource generation? 

(1) It was higher than earlier 
years 

(2) It is happening for the first 
time 

(3) It was anticipated by most 


people 

(4) This is the largest shortfall 
ever to happen 

(5) None of these 

4. How does the cut in freight 
traffic affect the shortfall? 

(1) By increasing the income 

(2) By reducing the expense 

(3) Simultaneously increasing 
income and iWucing ex¬ 
pense 

(4) By reducing dependence 
on the Central Govern¬ 
ment 

(5) None of these 

5. Which of the following is 
FALSE rc*garding the railway opera¬ 
tion? 

(1) Reduction in goods traffic 
is not a new phenomenon 

(2) Passenger traffic has 
shown increa.se in recent 
years 

(3) Rates per tonne of goods 
carrieo has come down 

(4) Railway.s are aware of the 
problem of reduction in in¬ 
come 

(5) None of these 

6. Which of the following has the 
SAME meaning as the phrase "played 
out" as it has been used in the passage? 

(1) enacted (2) repeated 

(3) dramatised (4) done 

(5) predicted 

7. Why do the Government and 
railways not raise the passenger fares? 

(1) It is anyway subsidised 

(2) It does not affect the rail¬ 
ways very much 

(3) It is anyway loss making 

(4) It would affect a large 
number of people 

(5) None of these 

8. Which of the killowing has Ihe 
SAME meaning as the w'ord 'pruning' 
as it tias been used in the passage? 

(1) stopping 

(2) economising 

(3) spending 

(4) profiteering 
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(5) cancelling 

9. Which of the following has the 
SAME meaning as the word 'trick3r' as 
it has been used in the passage? 

(1) foolish (2) deceitful 

(3) useless (4) needless 

(5) difficult 

10. Which of the following has the 
OPPOSITE meaning to the word 'digs' 
as it has been used in the passage? 

(1) donates 

(2) constructs 

(3) levels 

(4) contributes 

(5) shares 

11. How many freight items are 
now subsidised by the railways? 

(1) Sixteen (2) Four 

(3) Ten (4) Twenty 

(.3) None of these 

12. Which of the following seems 
to be the major contributing factor 
towards the losst“s of the railway.s? 

(1) Passenger subsidies 

(2) Freight subsidies 

(3) Uneconomical lines 

(4) All of the three tire at the 
same level 

(5) None of these 

13. Wh)' diKJS the author suggest 
that the railways should do as regards 
freight .subsidy? 

(1) It should introduce .sub¬ 
sidy for more items 

(2) It should be very 
courageous 

(3) It should remove or reduce 
subsidies of more item.s 

(4) Author's views arc not ex¬ 
plicit 

(5) None of these 

14. Which of the following is 
TRUE regarding the passenger fare 
charged by the railway.s? 

(1) Jt Ls excessively high now 

(2) First class passengers are 
not given any subsidy 

(3) Only Second Class pas¬ 
sengers get .sulxsidy 

(4) Poor people alone get sub¬ 
sidy 

(5) None of these 

15. What seems to be the ultimate 
consideration for allowing freight sub¬ 
sidy by the railways? 

(1) Keeping the freight char¬ 
ges low 


(2) Keeping the railway in los¬ 
ses 

(3) Keeping the prices of com¬ 
modities low 

(4) Cannot be made out from 
the passage 

(5) None of these 

Q. 16-20. Which of the phrases 

(1), (2), (3) and (4) given below each 
sentence should replace the phrase 
printed in BOLD type to make the sen¬ 
tence grammatically correct? If the 
sentence is correct as it is, mark (5) as 
the answer. 

16. Because of his mastery in this 
field, his suggestions are wide ac¬ 
cepted. 

(1) are widely accepted 

(2) arc wide acceptance 

(3) have widely accepted 

(4) have been wide accepted 

(5) No correction required 

17. They felt humiliated because 
they realized that they had cheated. 

(1) have been cheated 

(2) had been cheated 

(3) had bcen.cheating 

(4) were to be cheated 

(5) , No correction required 

18. Had you been told me about 
your problem, I would have iielped 
you. 

(1) If you would have told 

(2) Had you have told 

(3) I lad you told 

(4) If you have told 

(5) No correction required 

J9. They amtinued to work in the 
tield despite of tiie heavy rains. 

(1) even though there is heavy 
rain 

(2) although heavily rains 

(3) in spite the heav^y rains 

(4) even though it rained 
heavily 

(5) No correction required 

20. 1 le found the gold coin as he 
cleans the flexor. 

(1) as he had cleaned 

(2) while he cleans 

(3) which he is cleaning 

(4) while cleaning 

(5) No correction required 

Q. 21-25. In each sentence below, 
a word/group of words has been un¬ 
derlined. From the five answer 
choices given below each sentence. 


pick out the one which can substitute 
the underlined woid/group of words 
correctly, without changing the mean¬ 
ing of the sentence. 

21. All the characters in the novel 
are fictitious. 

(1) unbelievable 

(2) unreliable 

(3) infamous 

(4) unreal 

(5) imaginative 

22. .Manish neglected to remit the 
fees in time and therefore had to pay a 
fine. 

(1) refused (2) failed 

(3) premised (4) obstructed 

(.5) exempted 

23. Everyone was listening to the 
news of earthquake with mounting 
anxiety. 

(1) curiiwity (2) grief 

(3) uneasiness (4) eagerness 

(5) interest 

24. We didn't believe in his state¬ 
ment, but subsequent cx'cnts proved 
that he was right. 

(1) later (2) many 

(3) few (4) earlier 

(.3) conclusive 

25. They feel that we should be 
fully aware of our iwn envircxnment. 

(1) nationality (2) heredity 

(3) nature (4) family 

(.3) surreundings 

Q. 26-35. Bead each sentence to 
find out whether there is any error in 
it. The error, if any, will be in one part 
of the sentence. The number of that 
part is the answer. If there is no errors 
the answer is (5). (Ignore the errors of 
punctuation, if any.) 

26. Fm>lishly Rajani opened (1) 
the ccx>kor when (2) it was full steam (3) 
and burnt her hands (4). Ncj error (5). 

27. IXwelopmental activities of (1) 
the govemnrenl aime (2) to a standstill 
due (3) to paucity of fund.s (4). No error (5), 

28 Somewhere along the (1) line 
list (2) track of what Asish (3) says 
about heart ailments (4). No error (5). 

29. Even though it was (1) raining 
bad I (2) went out to (3) get some 
medicines (4), No error (5). 

30. The soap brought in the (1) 
market recently is not (2) very fragrant 
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and (3) is too expensive (4). No error (5). 

31. Rajdeep always introduces (1) 
himself by his (2j first name and never 
mentions (3) his family name (4). No 
error (5). 

32. Ketan had a lot (1) of work to 
complete yesterday (2) and wishes (3) 
that he had my help (4). No error (5). 

33. Unintentionally 1 let (1) out the 
secret (2) by talking about (3) it loudly 
in the library (4). No error (5). 

34. Sarang is the only (1) person 
who can (2) complete this work (3) within 
stipylated deadline (4). No error (5). 

35. Schools in that area which (1) 
had English as a (2) medium of instruc¬ 
tion (3) as the majority there spoke 
English (4). No error (5). 

Q. 36-45. In the following pas¬ 
sage there are blanks, each of which 
has been numbered. These numbers 
are printed below the passage and 
against each, five words are sug¬ 
gested, one of which fits the blank 
appropriately. Find out the ap¬ 
propriate words. 

Countries which do not have a 
very well developed machine tool in¬ 
dustry can never (36) to be e\^cn a first 
grade ( 37 ) and economic power, much 
less a global industrial player. Tliis is 
known from (^) of a)untries like Ger¬ 
many, USA, Japan, Switzerland and so 
on. When at the end of the Sectmd 
World War, Japan wanted tobevome an 
industrial power, the (39) stop she twk 
was to (^) a machine tool industry. She 
decided to be (^) and not depend on 
(42) industrial nations. This was (^) in 
the long term rather than going in for 

advantage »)f impiirt of machine 
tools. Similarly, India also established a 
macliino tixrl industry (^) after inde¬ 
pendence to foster its fledgling in¬ 
dustries. 

36. (1) manifest 

(2) agree 

(3) pixjsper 

(4) pursue 

(5) aspim 

37. (1) industrial 

(2) military 

(3) progressive 

(4) rich 

(5) political 

38. (1) perceptions 


(2) plans 

(3) experience 

(4) establishment 

(5) feelings 

39. (1) useful 

(2) economic 

(3) wise 

(4) first 

(5) important 

40. (1) nurture 

(2) introduce 

(3) admit 

(4) establi.sh 

(5) develop 

41. (1) industrious 

(2) self-sufficient 

(3) systematic 

(4) progrossive 

(5) Vevolutionary’ 

42. (1) developed 

(2) neighbouring 

(3) technical 

(4) foroign 

(5) European 

43. (1) decided 

(2) tried 

(3) beneficial 

(4) achiewd 

(5) planned 

44. (1) exceptional 

(2) easy 

(3) fa.sl 

(4) financial 
(.6) temporary 

4.‘i. (1) months 

(2) immediately 

(3) years 

(4) much 
(3) days 

Q. 46-50. Rearrange the follow¬ 
ing five sentence.s A, B, C, D, E in the 
proper sequence so as to form a mean¬ 
ingful paragraph; then answer the 
questions given below them: 

A. But by then it was too late 
to comwt things. 

B. It is impossible to steer such 

a large project to success 
w'ithout planning. 

C. He had to stand by and 
watch helplessly, 

D. The whole scheme was 
destined to fail from the 
beginning. 


E. Bhaskar started realising 
this only towards the end. 

46. Which sentence should come 
LAST in tne paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) E 

47. Which sentence should come 
THIRD in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) E 

48. Which sentence should come 
SECOND in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

. (3) C (4) D 

(5) E 

49. Which sentence should come 
FIRST in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) B 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) F. 

50. Which .st'nleiKV should arme 
FOURTH in the paragraph? 

(1) A (2) U 

(3) C (4) D 

(5) L 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(3) 

2_ 

(2) 

3 

f3) 

4. 

(3) 

5. 

(-3) 

6. 

(1) 

7. 

(4) 

8. 

(2) 

9. 

(2) 

10. 

(4) 

11. 

(5) 

12. 

(1) 

13. 

(3) 

14. 

(5) 

1.5. 

(3) 

16. 

0) 

17. 

(2) 

IS. 

(3) 

19. 

(4) 

20. 

(4) 

21. 

(S) 

22. 

(2) 

23. 

(3) 

24 

(1) 

2,5. 

(3) 





26. 

(3) 

'it was 

full of steam' 


27. (2) 'the government have come' 

28. (4) 'had said about heart 

nilmentnls’ 

29. (2) 'raining badly r 

.30. (1) 'The soap introduced in (to) 
the market' 

31. (5) 'no error' 

32. (4) 'he had my help' 

33. (4) 'it loud in the library' 

w34. (4) 'within the stipulated 
deadline* 

35. (1) 'schools in that area' 


36. 

(5) 

37. 

(2) 

38. (3) 

39. 

(4) 

40. 

(4) 

41. (2) 

42. 

(1) . 

43. 

(3) 

44. (5) 

45. 

(2) 

46. 

(3) 

47. (5) 

48. 

(4) 

49. 

(2) 

50. (1) 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

BUDGET, 1994-95 

O N Fdirruary 28,1994, Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, presented his fourth budget to the Lok Sabha. 
The budget was a st^ forward in the reforms process 
initiated by Dr Singh, ^ree years back. 

The budget contained various concessions for the in¬ 
dustry, the rupee has been made convertible on current 
account and major changes have been made in the tax 
structure. 


The thrust of the budget is to stimulate investment 
and production, both in industrial and agricultural sec¬ 
tors. The announcement duit the government would be 
pre-paying IMF loan, amounting to $ 1.4 billion, reflected 
the confidence that the government can manage fliin^ 
without IMF. 

However, the worrying aspect was flte growth of fis¬ 
cal deficit to dangerous proportions. The fiscal deficit has 
gone wide of the mark, from the targeted 4.8 per cent of 
the GDP to 7.2 per cent. 

(For details see Cover Story on page 71S) 
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ECONOMIC SURVEY, 93-94 

T he Economic Survey of 1993-94, placed before the 
Parliament on February 24, 1994, calls for a special 
policy thrust to maintain the export growth and en¬ 
courage non-debt creating capital inflows, aimed at put¬ 
ting the balance of payments position on a stable path 
during the next three years. 

The survey says that external sector's performance 
during 1993-94 has amply demonstrated the benefits of 
the reforms and this should strengthen the resolve to press 
ahead with them. 

The survey has also called for broadening of tax base 
to contain fiscal deficits and move towards Value Added 
Tax (VAT) system and ad valomn import duty, to put 
Indian pr^ucers on par with the foreign companies. It is 
to be noted that since 1985, toe economic surveys have 
been advocating the broadening of the tax base. 

The survey also cautions that the "task ahead is long 
and arduous" despite the country successfully meeting 
the worst economic crisis in decades. It warns that if the 
momentum of economic reforms is not sustainecT, the 
hard-won gains of recent past could slip away, all too 
easily. 

The need for macro-economic stability, by reducing 
the govemn»ent's revenue expenditure to sustain high 
rates of savings and investment, has been stressed. The 
survey has also asked for a reduction of fiscal deficit in 
coming years. 

The debt-service payments are likely to increase in the 
next three years. Debt-servicing is expected to peak in 
1996-97 and because of this a substantial financing gap 
may be expected to remain in the coming years. 

On foreign trade some interesting observations have 
been made. Manufacturers, who had a share of 76.3 per 
cent in 1992-93 in India's exports, are loosing their 
predominance. Agricultural exports increased by .38 per 
cent, while manufactured exports grew by only 19 per 
cent during toe first half of 1993-94. The survey, however, 
views this as a "positive trend", which needs to be 
strengthened as it generates backward linkages within the 
domestic t*conomy and stimulates growth. 

In regard to the external debt, the surv'ey states that a 
conscious policy is being followed to reduce the quantum 
of short-term external debt. The increase in external debt, 
in 1991-92 and 1992-93, averaged about $ 3 billion per 
annum, as compared to about $ 6 billion per annum in the 
latter half of the 80s and over $ 8 billion in 1990-91. In the 
first half of 1993-94, the increase was limited to less than $ 
300 million. 

The survey predicts that agriculture will grow at 2.3 
per cent in W.3-94. Public foodgrains stocks were 22.8 
million tonne, at the end of December 1993—the highest 
level in seven years. 

The industrial production growth rate has been 
' predicted at 4 per cent during 1993^4, against 1.8 per cent 


recorded during 1992-93. 

The GDP growth in 1993-94 has been put at 3.8 per 
cent 

RAILWAY BUDGET, 1994-95 

T he railway budget for 1994-95 was presented in toe 
Parliament by the Railway Minister, Mr C.!K. Jafier 
Sharief, cm February 24,1994. The highlights of the budget 
were: 

■ Six per cent hike proposed in fares for AC First 
Class, First Class, AC slee^ and AC Chair Car. 

■ Second class ordinary fares upto 100 km to remain 
unchanged. Marginal increases, ranging from Re one at 
101 km to Rs five at 601 km and beyond, proposed. 

■ Charge now levied for computerised reservations 
to be levied for manual reservations also. 

■ Minimum distance for charges on freight traffic to 
be reduced from 100 km to 75 km. 

■ Additional revenue of Rs 997 crore expected from 
the new tariff measures. 

■ Railways to carry 18 million tonnes more than 
current year's freight traffic of 362 million tonnes. 

■ Passenger traffic expected to grow at two per cent. 

■ Dividend to general revenue placed at Ks 1,372 
crore. 

■ 12 new trains to be introduceii, including a weekly 
Rajdhani Express between New Delhi and Ciuwahati and 
between New Delhi and Bhubaneswar. 

■ Annual plan size fixed at Rs 6,515 crore. Budgetary 
support fnim general exchequer stand.s at 1,1.50 crore. 

■ Two new lines—^Khurda Road to Bolangir and Dd- 
hampur to Srinagar—propo.sed. 

■ Konkan Railway Project targeted for completion 
by March 1995. 

■ Formation of railway catering company being con¬ 
sidered. 

ELECTIONS 

Rajya Sabha Elections 

E lections for filling of 59 vacancies in the Rajya 
Sabha, from April 2,1994, were held on February 17, 
1994. The elections were held in Bihar, Karnataka, West 
Bengal and Sikkim. The elections in Gujarat were 
postponed to March 4, 1994, due to the death of Chief 
Minister Chimanbhai Patel. 

37 candidates were elected unopposed. These in¬ 
cluded 17 of Congres.s(I), 10 of BJP, 3 each of Janata Dal 
and SJP, two independents and one each belonging to 
Telugu Desam and BJP. 

The BJP emerged as the biggest gainer, by bagging 12 
more seats. Only 25 of Congress-T's members were 
returned, thus reducing ite strengto ftom 105 to 95. 

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) made its maiden entry in 
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the Upper House witf\ a win from Uttar Pradesh. 

The strengdr of other major parties is: Janata Dal 29 (a 
gain of 2 seats); CPl-M 14 (loss of one seat); CPI 6; Samaj- 
wadi Party 4 (gain of 4 seats); JD-S 8 (loss of 3 seats); 
Telugv DeUm 2 (loss of 3 seats). 

The newly elected 35-yeanold Venkataramani Reddi 
of Congress is now the youngest member of the Rajya 
Sabha. 

Order on S 5 nnbols amended 

N February 16,1994, the Election Commission (EC) 
amended die election symbols (reservation and allot¬ 
ment) order, 1968, to provide for suspension or 
withdrawal of recognition of national or State parties for 
failure to observe model code of conduct. 

Under this amendment, if the commission was satis¬ 
fied on information in its possession that a political party, 
recognised as a national party or as a State Party "has 
failed or has refused or is refusing or has shown or is 
showing defiance by its conduct or otherwise to (A) ob¬ 
serve the model code of conduct for guidance of political 
parties and candidates and (B) to follow or carry out the 
lawful directions and instructions issued by it, the com¬ 
mission can either suspend or withdraw the recognition 
of such party 

Political parties resent the move: Earlier the EC had 
.sent die proposal for discussions amongst various politi¬ 
cal parties. All major political parties unanimously 
rejected the proposal to empower EC to suspend or 
withdraw the recognition of national or State parties, for 
violating the model code of conduct. 

They felt that instead of arming the Election Commis¬ 
sion with the powers to de-recognise any political party, it 
was better to legislate upon the entire electoral reforms 
proposals as suggested by the Dinesh Goswami Commit¬ 
tee. 

The parties felt that no authority should be given 
arbitrary powers and everything should be made part of 
the Constitution. 

Assembly polls for 4 States announced 

N March 3, 1994, the Election Commission an¬ 
nounced that assembly elections in the four States of 
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka and Sikkim will be held 
by the end of 1994. The detailed programme would be 
announced in due ccturse. 

The Commission said that it would not insist on the 
issue of photo identity cards for voters in these elections 
as these would be held before December 31, 1994. The 
Commission had earlier made it clear that it would not 
conduct any elections after January 1,1995, if all eligible 
voters were not provided with identity cards. 

The tenure of assemblies in Andhra Pradesh and Goa 
expires on January 2, 1995, and that (tf Karnataka and 
Sikkim on I^eml^r 17 and 14,1994, respectively. 

The Commission has also announced holding of by 


elections for seven Parliamentary and 15 assendrly con¬ 
stituencies from 11 States, on May 26,1994. 

ANTI-DEFECTION LAW 

Naik's disqualification quashed 

N Februaiy 9, 1994, the Supreme Court quashed a 
Bombay High Court Judgement, upholding the 
Februaiy 1991 disqualification of former Goa Chief Mini¬ 
ster Raw Naik, by former Speaker Sutendra Sirsat, under 
the anti-d^ection law. 

The Court, however, dismissed appeals by two other 
MLAs, Mr R.N. Chopdekar and Mr S. ^ndek^, challeng¬ 
ing their disqualification under the anti-def^tion law. 

Mr Naik was Erst disqualified by the Speaker, Mr 
Sirsat, during the MGP rule, on February 15,1991. The 
grounds cited were that Mr Naik had failed to establish 
the split of one-third in MGP. Further, the Speaker had 
said that two other MLAs, Mr Chopdekar and Mr Ban- 
dekar, whose support Mr Naik had claimed, had already 
been disqualified and were no longer MLAs and as such 
could not be counted for the purpose of the split. 

The operation of tiie order was, however, stayed by 
the Bombay High Court, on a petition by Mr Naik. 

Later, Mr Sirsat was removed as Speaker and die 
Deputy Speaker, who acted as Speaker, recalled tiie first 
order of disqualificatiem. 

The Bombay High Court, on a petition challenging the 
power of the Speaker to review such an order, upheld this 
power and an appeal against this verdict was moved in 
the Supreme Court. 

In March 1993, the Supreme Court held that the 
power to review disqualification under anti-defection law 
did not exist. Thus, the first order of disqualification sur¬ 
vived. Meanwhile the Bombay High Court also upheld 
the disqualification and Mr Naik was forced to resign. 

INDIA-CZECH RELATIONS 

President Vaclav Havel visits India 

ZECH President Vaclav Havel visited India on a five- 
day official visit from February 7,1994. 

During his meeting with Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, President Havel stated that his country 
would intensify economic and defence cooperation with 
India and participate in its infrastructure development. 

The two coimtries also signed agreements on trade 
promotion, culture and avoidance of double taxation. 

President Havel also received the Indira Gandhi 
Peace award for 1993. 

Referring to the Kashmir issue. President Havel 
said that the official position of the Czech Republic is 
that Kashmir dispute is an internal problem of India 
and Pakistan, which should be resolved through 
mutual negotiations on the basis of the Simla agree¬ 
ment. 
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INDIA-MONGOLIA 

RELATIONS 

Visit of President Ochirbat 

HE President of Mongolia, Mr Punsalmaagiin Ochir- 
bat, visited India on February 21,1994, on a five-day 
State visit. 

To strengthen the relations between the two countries 
agreements such as the treaty on friendly relations and 
cooperation, agreement on establishing an inter- 
govemmentiil commission of cooperation and agreement 
on avoidance of double taxation were signed. 

The first trade agreement with Mongolia was 
signed in 1968. In 1993 Mongolia's exports to India 
were worth $ 1.268 million. It imported goods worth 
$ 1.75 million in the same year. 

INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS 

Pact on LAC 

DOPTING a "constructive and forward looking 
approach" India and China have reached a basic 
agreement on many is.sues related to delineation of the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) between the two countries. 

The subjects broadly discussed included clarification 
of the Line of Actual Control between the two coimtries, 
reduction of military forces along the line and other con¬ 
fidence building measures such as prior notification of 
military exercises, prevention of air intrusions aYid 
verification methods. 

INDIA-POLAND RELATIONS 

P OLISH President Lech Walesa visited India on March 
3,1994 for a week-long trip. This was his first visit to 
India. 

To impart dynamism to the economic cooperation 
between the two countries, two agreements were signed 
for increasing trade cooperation. The two countries also 
agreed to coordinate their approach under GATT, par¬ 
ticularly in relation to trade in textiles. 

The two countries also agreed to jointly put forward 
proposals for possible reforms in UN. 

In his meeting with Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, President Walesa exchanged views on the emerging 
international order, in the wake of the collapse of the 
socialist system in the eastern Europe and the far-reaching 
changes unleashed by it. They agreed that both India and 
Poland had a lot to contribute to the emerging world 
order. The question of disarmament, particularly nuclear 
disarmament, also figured. 

During his talks with President, Dr S.D. Sharma, 
President Walesa sought Indian participation in the move¬ 
ment for market economy, through cooperation in in¬ 
dustrial and technological fields. 


INDIA-IRAN RELATIONS 

Pact on Fertiliser Unit 

N March 7,1994, India and Iran signed a Memoran¬ 
dum of Understanding (MOU) for setting-up a jdnt 
venture fertiliser plant on Qeshm Island, a free trade zone 
in central Iran. 

The $300 million project will daily produce 2,200 ton¬ 
nes of urea and 1,350 tonnes of ammonia. India will buy 
back 60 per cent of the production. 

The two Indian companies, IFFCO and Kribheo, will 
own 60 per cent of die project. The remaining equity will 
be taken by the CJeshm Free Trade Area Authority. 

INTER-STATE DISPUTES 

Assam and Mizoram call truce 

SSAM and Mizoram have accepted the suggestion of 
the Union Government, of calling a truce over their 
boundary dispute, pending a final solution to the con¬ 
troversy. This resulted into the release of labourers, who 
were arrested while constructing the controversial 3.8 km 
road in the Warrengty-Lailapur area on the Mizoram- 
Assam border. The two States also agreed to withdraw 
cases filed against the labourers. 

The Chief Ministers of die two States also agreed to a 
final demarcation of the boundary between the two States 
by the Survey of India, in consultation with the respective 
State governments and the army authorities. 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Caste Killings and riots in Varanasi 

S TUDENTS in Varanasi indulged in large-scale violence 
and arson, on February 7, W4, in protest against the 
caste killings in-Varanasi which claimed four lives. Nor¬ 
mal life was thrown out of gear and several vehicles were 
damaged. 

The students were protesting against the killing of 
three Rajputs in Kampur village in reprisal to killing of Mr 
Ram Avtar Paswan, a Dalit leader of the BSP and a close 
aide of UP Minister of State, Mr D.N. Bhaskar. 

Mr Bhaskar had been quoted as saying that the BSP 
would kill three upper caste persons for every Dalit mur¬ 
dered and this is widely suspected to have triggered off 
the retaliatory murders. Mr Bhaskar, however, denied his 
involvement. 

MPs Local Area Scheme 

HE government has armounced detailed guidelines of 
the "MPs local area development scheme" announced 
by the Prime Minister. 

The guidelines clearly specify that works recom¬ 
mended under this scheme should conform to the general 
pattern of programmes and projects within the district 
plans and the centrally-sponsored programmes operating 
within the district. The scheme is primarily for develop¬ 
ment works of asset creation nature and no purchases of 
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inventory, equipment or revenue expenditure would De 
allowed. 

Other guidelines are: 

■ Payment of advances of any type to the contrac* 
tors/suppliers, under any work falling within the scheme, 
is prohibited. * 

■ Engagement of contractors/sponsors is also 
prohibited wherever relevant guidelines do not permit 
their use. 

■ Each MP will have the choice to suggest to the 
district collectors works to the tune of Rs one crore per 
year, to be taken-up in their respective constituencies, 
with each individual work not exceeding Rs ten lakh. 

■ The works would be got implemented through 
government agencies in the district by the district collec¬ 
tors. 

■ The scheme is for identifying and recommending 
development works of small nature, based on locally felt 
needs. The works suggested are: construction of school 
buildings, providing drinking water facilities, construc¬ 
tion of village roads and bridges and common shelters for 
the old and handicapped. 

TERRORISM 

Shifting Fields 

A LTHOUGI I the menace of terrorism has been check¬ 
ed in Punjab and has not been allowed to raise its 
head in Bihar, Haryana. Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal, it seems to be raising its ugly head in 
hitherto peaceful areas like Karnataka. Kashmir is still 
burning and the terrorists in North-East are becoming 
more and more active. 

In recent months, Manipur has seen an upsurge of 
violence. Two insurgent outfits, the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland and the Kuki National Army have 
been indulging into worst-ever ethnic clash. The situation 
turned so serious that the Stale had to be put under 
President's rule. 

There have also been several reports of attacks on 
security forces. 

In Assam, although the ULFA has been weakened 
following surrender of over 3,000 militants, the core group 
of about 500 members is still battling for a sovereign 
Assam. The Bodo Security Force also received a setback, 
following the signing of the Bodo accord in February 1993, 
but they still create problems in lower Assam. 

There are reports that terrorist outfits in the North- 
East are planning a coordinated strategy. There are also 
reports of these outfits receiving material and training 
support from ISI of Pakistan. 

In Kashmir the militancy has entered its fifth year, 
with no iinmediate end in sight. Although in 1993 the 
security forces were able to establish supremacy over the 
militants, militancy gathered momentum and thwarted 
all efforts to initiate a political process and restore normal¬ 


cy. also saw tne mtnerto peacenii jammu region 
biwoming the hotbed of milihincy. 

In Punjab, the militancy was on the run in 1993. 
Policemen with lathis, and not machine-guns, emerged as 
the new symbols of power. The success of security forces 
in Punjab has been attributed mainly to the political 
government, coordination between the police, para¬ 
military forces and the army, and the flow of information 
from people fed up with the cult of violence. 

Although only two major incidents took place in 
Tamil Nadu, in 1993, the entry of LTTE, and intr^uctim 
of arms culture since 1980s, has had a deleterious effect on 
the law and order situation. 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Parliament tells Pak to stop aiding 
terrorism 

N February 22, 1994 the Parliament unanimously 
adopted a resolution urging Pakistan to vacate areas 
of Jammu and Kashmir, "occupied through aggression". 
The resolution also called upon Pakistan to stop subver¬ 
sive and terrorist activities in jammu and Kashmir and 
reiterated the nation's determination to resist any bid to 
separate the State from the rest of the country. 

It expressed "regret and concern at the pitiable condi¬ 
tions and violations of human rights and denial of 
demcK'ratic rights and freedoms to the people in tihose 
areas of J & K, which are under illegal occupation of 
Pakistan". 

The main purpose for passing the re.solution was to 
counter Pakistani moves at the UN Human Rights Con¬ 
ference in Geneva. The expression of "the collective will" 
of Indian people was meant to tell those gathered at the 
UNHRC meet, in no uncertain terms, that Kashmir is not 
negotiable. 

Bid to destabilise J-K will be foiled: President: On 
February 21,1994, in his address to the Parliament, Presi¬ 
dent S.D. Sharma lashed out at Pakistan for adversely 
affecting the bilateral relations between the two countries, 
by growing stridency of its anti-India utterances. He 
asked the Pakistani government to give up its negative 
approach and reciprocate India's desire to normalise rela¬ 
tions in accordance with the Simla Agreement. 

Amid thumping of benches by members. President 
asserted: "Jammu and Kashmir is an in-alienable part of 
India and we shall foil any attempt to destabilise it either 
from across the border or from any ottter quarter." 

He hinted at the government thinking of evolving 
some sort of political structure to bring the administration 
and people together. 

Pakistan is aggressor in Kashmir: PM 

UMMING up the discussions on the motion of thanks 
to the President's address in the Rajya Sabha, the Prime 
Mini.ster, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, denounced Pakistan for 
using the human rights ploy to foment trouble in the 
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Kashmir Valley. He charged that Pakistan "has no locus 
standi in Kashmir, except as an aggressor". 

He deplored the mixing up of the human rights issue 
and the status of Kashmir and urged the world to under- 
^nd the Pak desigits. "We have respect for human rights 
as much as any otfier country", he said. He assured the 
members that dte Centre was making efforts to revive the 
democratic process in die State. 

India not to brook secession 

N a hard-hitting speech to the Foreign Policy Associa¬ 
tion of New York, USA, Indian Ambassador to US, Mr 
S.S. Ray, made it clear that India will never tolerate separa¬ 
tion of any part of India, including Kashmir, on religious 
grounds, any more than US would allow Harlem to 
separate, if that Black majority area of New York wanted 
independence from the rest of the Union. 

Mr Ray deplored refeitmce to Kashmir, by die Clinton 
administration officials, as disputed territory and pointed 
out that the US itself acknowl^ged its validity, soon after 
the accession. 

Mr Ray also urged non-interference in India's internal 
affairs, on human rights or any other grounds. He pointed 
that the US would not have liked foreign interference in 
its affairs after die Lxis Angeles riots. 

European Commission asked to warn Pak 

N February 8, 1994, External Affairs Minister, Mr 
Dinesh Singh, held wide-ranging talks with the 
Foreign Ministers of the European Union troika of 
Greece, Belgium and Germany. The meeting was held 
in Brussels. 

India warned the European Community against the 
threat posed by Pakistan to India's unity, political 
cohesion and territorial integrity. The 12-nation western 
grouping was urged to tell Islamabad to desist from in¬ 
stigating terrorist activities in Jammu and Ka.shmir. 

Mr Dinesh Singh referred to India's commitment to 
reviving the democratic process in Kashmir and urged 
that Pakistan's attempts to misuse the human rights issue 
for political ends should not be encouraged. 

The troika Foreign Ministers hoped that a political 
process would soon be initiated in Kashmir. 

The Foreign Minister-level dialogue with the EC 
provided the political framework for the enhancement of 
all aspects of India's multi-faceted relations with the 
European Union. This was the seventh round of the India- 
European Union troika dialogue at the level of Foreign 
Ministers, and the first to be held after ffie enforcement of 
the Maastricht treaty, under which the European Union 
has been established with a common foreign and security 
policy as one of the pillars. 

This was also the first meeting since the signing of the 
Indo-EC cooperation agreement for partnership and 
development, in I>ecembcr, 1993. 


Four European Ambassadors visit }-K: Four Ambas¬ 
sadors of the European coimtries to India, visited Jammu 
and Kashmir between February 9 and 12, 1994 to take 
first-hand knowledge of the ground condition in Jammu 
and Kashmir. The Ambassadors were: 

Mrs Francine Henric of the European Community, 
Mrs Cristina Sunef Noppen of Belgium, Mr Constantine 
Kilianof of Greece and Mr Frank Elbe of Germany. 

During their visit, they visited the migrant camps of 
Kashmiri Hindus in Jammu. The migrants told the visit¬ 
ing diplomats that it was owing to growing fundamen¬ 
talism that militancy had gained ground in Kashmir, 
leading to their exodus from their homes. 

A delegation of Muslim migrants expiamed how they 
were forced out of the Kashmir Valley, by Pakistani 
trained militants, for refusing to provide shelter to the 
subversives. 

Following the visit of the envoys, the European Union 
asked Pakistan to take effective measures to prevent 
violent infiltrations from their territory in Kashmir. The 
visit also helped to blunt the Pakistani propaganda on 
Human Rights abuses. 

European House team lauds Kashmir policy; The 
European Parliament delegation, led by its President, Dr 
Egon A. Klepach, visited India in February end. The 
delegation paid tribute to the Indian government's policy 
of transparency in human rights matters with regard to 
Jammu and Kashmir. They appreciated the role of the 
security forces, in handling the difficult law and order 
situation in Kashmir. 

Pak had terrorist camps: ex-ClA official 

N an interview to the Canadian Bniadcasting Cor¬ 
poration, former CIA Deputy Director Robert Gates 
disclosed that Pakistan had set-up camps in its territory 
to train terrorists for operations in Punjab and Kashmir. 
He claimed that US administration had known about 
these camps as far back as late eighties, after the Soviets 
had left Afghanistan. But since the focus was on getting 
♦ the Soviets out of Afghanistan, USA ignored the infor¬ 
mation. 

In another programme, Frank Camper, a Vietnam war 
veteran who ran a Guerilla training camp, claimed that 
the CIA had withheld vital information on Pakistani links 
with Sikh terrorists from Canadian authorities, prior to 
the 1985 bombing of the Air India Jet that killed all 329 
pas-sengers and crew members. 

He said that he was asked by the FBI not to dis¬ 
close the information to the Canadian authorities as 
that would have resulted in implication of Pakistan 
in the Air India bombing and this was not in US 
interest. Mr Camper claimed that he knew how the 
Sikh terrorists made the bomb and how it was put on 
Air India flight. 
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India suspects US intentions on Kashmir 

Q N March 2,1994, India charged the US with develop¬ 
ing "intoests" in Jammu and Kastoir. Replying to a 
discussion in the Lok Sabha, Home Minister S.B. Chavan 
said "it seems clear to me diat they (US) are interested in 
J-K. They are neither interested in helping Pakistan nor 
India. They will like to help themselves". 

Mr Chavan said that both USA and Pakistan have no 
"right or credibility" to talk of human rights and went on 
to recall how USA had crushed human rights when its 
supreme national interests were involved. 

President's rule extended in J-K 

HE current spell of President's rule ended on March 3, 
1994. Lok Sabha adopted a resolution on March 2,1994 
to extend the President's rule by another six months. This 
is the seventh extension. 

MANIPUR 

I Bid to end the bloody ethnic war 

Fl'ORTS a re being made by both the Civil administra¬ 
tion and the security forces, to bring the warring Kukis 
and Nagas together and end the two-year-old bloody 
ethnic clashes in the region. 

The feud between the two major tribes had started 
when the su.spt?cled activists of the banned National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) killed a Kuki vil¬ 
lager of Chandel district, following the villagers' refusal 
to pay "taxes" to NSCN. 

In a bid to nKonciliate the two warring tribes, the 
administration has been oiganising "Naga-Kuki peace 
rally" at different parts of the region. 

BANKING 

Banking Regulation Bill 

N March 7.1994 the Rajya Sabha passed the Banking 
Regulation (amendment) Bill, 1994. The Bill provides 
for appointment of part-time chairmen in private banking 
companies, as well as establishment of more private sector 
banks. It also provides tliat a banking company should 
not have more than three directors from among the 
promoters. 

It further provides that promoters would be entitled 
to exercise voting rights in excess of 20 per cent of the total 
voting rights of all the shareholders of the banking com¬ 
pany. 

The Bill replaces the ordinance passed on January 31, 
1994. 

TADA ACT 

Supreme Court's ruling 

I N a landmark judgement the Supreme Court has ruled 
that an accused is entided to be released on bail if the 
designated court failed to commence his trial within a 
reasonable period. The court observed tiiat the accused 


"cannot be allowed to languish in jail indefinitely for want 
of trial". 

The judgement was delivered in the case of Baba Ajaib 
Singh, held under the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act, in 1990 from Nanded in Maharashtra. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

BOSNIA 

NATO ultimatum and peace in Sarajevo 

N February 9, 1994 NATO moved to the brink of 
military intervention, for the first time in its history, 
by threatening air strikes in ten days unless Bosnian Seri» 
withdrew the heavy guns that had been pounding 
Sarajevo. The action was taken under the pressure of 
worldwide outrage, following the mortar attack in which 
68 Sarajevans were killed on February 8,1994. 

NATO demanded that the Bo.<tnian Sorhs move their 
weapons 12 miles from Sarajevo or put tiiem under UN 
control. 

The Bosnian Serbs responded with a mixture of 
bravado and concession. On February 12, the Serb leader, 
Mr Radovan Karadzic, threatened to "shoot down every 
plane we can", if attacked and warned that no "foreigner" 
would be safe on Serb-held territory. 

But, later the Serb deputy military commander agreed 
on a ceasefire beginning at noon local time on February 13 
and to put Serb weapons under UN control in five days. 

Security Council backs the ultimatum: Members in 
the Security Council, with the exception of China and to 
some extent Russia, supported the NATO's ultimatum to 
the Serbs, but simultaneously laid stress on finding a 
negotiated settlement. 

The Ambassadors of Islamic nations called for lifting 
of arms embargo against Muslim dominated Bosnian 
government, to enaWe it to defend itself against better 
armed Slerbs. But, it found little .support. China said that 
the use of air.strikes should be limited to the defence of the 
UN forces. 

Russia did not oppose the air strike directly, but con¬ 
veyed its unhappiness over the decision of NATO. Russia 
is not a member of NATO and is upset over being left out 
of decision-making on Bosnia, although it has a stake in 
the region. Russia demanded that it should be given a 
chance to veto NATO combat plans in the region. 

An influential Russian parliamentary faction declared 
the plans to use NATO planes as illegal. In a statement, the 
faction said that the intervention of NATO, in a armed 
conflict outside the borders of its member countries, is 
fraught with disruption of the military-political balance in 
Europe. 

Moscow views the fighting as a multi-sided civil war, 
while the west regards it as a war of aggression and 
territorial conquest by Serbia, against peaceful neigh¬ 
bours. 
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On February 21, NATO allies lifted their threat of 
immediate air strikes. The deadline for the Serbs to 
wi^draw the guns ended with only some weapons still in 
place. These were also in Ae process of being removed. 
Buisia persuaded its Serb allies to bow to the NATO 
riltimatum by promising to send peace-keeping troops to 
Sarajevo, to ^arantee security to Serbs. 

However, the removal of the Serb guns did not end 
the 22-month siege which has killed 10,000 of the 3,80,000 
inhabitants of Sarajevo. Serb forces still control all access 
to the city. 

NATO lighten down four Seri> planes: On March 1, 
1994, NATO fighters shot down four Serb warplanes as 
they conducted a bombing raid over Bosnia, in defiance of 
a UN" ban on flights. This was the first Western military 
intervention in the conflict. It was also first combat action 
of NATO, since the alliance was founded almost 45 years 
ago. 

NATO Secretary-General, Mr Manfred Woerner, said 
that the action had provided sharp lesson that the UN and 
the alliance were serious. He warned the warring parties 
in Bosnia, not to attack the UN forces or widen the scope 
of d\e fighting. 

Russia fully backed the shooting down of the Serb 
planes for flying in the "No-fly-zones". 

Bc^nian Muslims, Croats sign pact on 
federation 

osnian Muslim and Croat representatives signed a 
detailed political and military pact on March 2,1994, 
that would set up a two-house legislature, merge the 
warring armies of both Bosnian groups and provide fur 
the presidency to rotate annually, from oiie group to the 
other. Refugees, within the new joint entity, will be al¬ 
lowed to return home and reclaim property seized 
through "ethnic cleansing". 

The accord came after four days of intensive US- 
hosted peace talks and is a major turning point in the 
bloody Balkan conflict. 

The only hindrance to peace now is the staying away 
of the Serbs from this federation. 

Serb-Croat war over, says UN: The United Nations 
has proclaimed the Croat-Muslim war in Central Bosnia 
over. The truce ha.s been described as a historic moment. 

The Central Front and Mostar had been among the 
worst areas of fighting between the Croats and Muslims. 
Both had been vying for the 30 per cent of the territory, not 
held by Serbs. 

The two .sides are now working on details of a US- 
sponsored federation agreement. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

UNHRC condemns all fonns of terrorism 

he United Nations Human Rights Commission 
ad^ted a key resolution on March 6,1994, at its meet¬ 
ing in deneva, recognising for the first time that terrorism 


can destroy human rights and fundamental heedom of 
people as well as threaten the territorial int^ity of na¬ 
tions. 

The development is especially significant for India 
who had been lobbying for several years to indude ter¬ 
rorism as a major source of human rights violation. 

The unanimous passing of the resolution would help 
India in countering the Pakistani propaganda of Human 
Rights abuses in Jammu and Kashmir. The resolution 
vindicates India's argument that fundamental ri^ts can¬ 
not be guaranteed when terrorists are holding entire com¬ 
munities to ransom. 

USA 

Pressler Amendment to stay 

HE Clinton administration has decided against drop¬ 
ping the Pressler Amendment from the revised forei^ 
aid assistance bill, designed to promote US foreign policy 
goals in the post-cold war era. 

As a result, Pakistan will continue to be debarred from 
receiving American economic and military assistance till 
the US President certifies that Pakistan does not possess 
nuclear weapons. 

The Pressler provisions will be part of the proposed 
Peace, Prosperity and Democracy Act of 1994, that seeks 
to replace the 1961 Foreign Assistance Act. The decision to 
retain the Pressler Amendment is significant as most other 
country-.specific provisions find no place in the new 
proposal. 

The US foreign aid and assistance policy, that was in 
force since 1961, had sought to challenge the ^v iet expan¬ 
sionism, by offering millions of dollars in assistance, to a 
number of countries, in exchange for a pro-US policy. 

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the focus of US 
aid needed change. Under the proposed new Bill, the 
thrust area,s include the promotion of sustainable 
development, encouraging democracy, free-market 
economy and humanitarian assistance. 

Equal treatment to India, Pakistan: in an effort to get 
away from the Pressler legislation, that has re.sultcd in 
cut-off of US aid to Pakistan, as punishment for its 
nuclear activitie.s, the Clinton administration has said 
that it would treat India and Pakistan equally in craft¬ 
ing a new strategy to discourage nuclear weapons 
development. 

Trade embargo on Vietnam lifted 

N February 4,1994, President Clinton ended the 30- 
year trade embargo on Vietnam, Trade with North 
Vietnam had been banned in 1964, as the war began to 
escalate, and the ban was extended to the entire country 
after Saigon fell on April 30,1975. 

The decision, however, does not fully normalise rela¬ 
tions with Vietnam, nor does it open full diplomatic^chan¬ 
nels. 

The Vietnam war veterans have objected to the move 
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as this means abandoning the pledge by the President to 
hold out for "fullest possible accounting" of Americans 
missing in action in Vietnam war, before easing the trade 
policy. 

$1.5 trillion Budget 

O N February 7,1?94, President Bill Clinton offered a 
$1,518 trillion Budget for 1995 that would abolish 
atleast 115 programmes and slash the dehcit as a percent* 
age of the overall US economy, to its smallest size in more 
than a decade. 

The budget projects a deficit of $176.1 billion, down 
from the $ 2M.8 billion in 1994. 

Spy Scandal 

N February 23,1994 the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion (FBI) arrested a high-level KGB plant in the CIA's 
sensitive Soviet counter-intelligence apparatus. Aldrich 
Hazen Ames, 52, and his Colombian born wife, Maria del 
Rosario Casas Ames, 41, were charged of spying for the 
former Soviet Union and later Russia since 1985. The 
couple received more than $ 1.5 million from the Russian 
intelligence agencies for providing information on CIA 
agents and operations. The case has been dubbed as 
among the most serious instances of Soviet penetration in 
the CIA. 

USA lodged a stiff protest against Russia and also 
asked it to withdraw diplomats concerned with the 
spying operations in Washington. On February 26 the 
US administration expelled a top Russian diplomat, 
Alexander Lysenko, allegedly connected with the spy 
.scandal. The action was prompted by a cold response 
from Moscow, to demands for withdrawal of 
diplomats connected with espionage activities of Mr 
Ames. 

President Clinton, however, said that the incidence 
would not be allowed to sabotage US assistance to Russia. 
"Support of the United States, for reform in Russia, does 
not flow' from a sense of charity or blind faith. Our policy 
is based on our dear American interests, clearly pursued", 
he said. 

US-JAPAN RELATIONS 

Trade talks fail 

HE summit meeting between the two economic super 
powers, held in Washington on February 12, 1994, 
between President Bill Clinton of USA and Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa, to sort out the trade disputes, ended 
in a total failure. 

' President Clinton was unable to convince Japan to 
bring down its huge bilateral trade surplus. Mr Clinton 
told Mr Hosokawa that he was disappointed with the new 
Japanese economic stimulus package, which the US con¬ 
siders insufficient to make a major difference. On the other 
hand, the Japanese side claimed that the economic pack¬ 
age was far-reaching. 

The present summit talks grew out of the so-called 


framework agreement, negotiated in July 1993 between 
Mr Clinton and former Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa. 
The accord represented a decisive break from tbe past 
trade agreements. It called for hard numerical measures to 
bring down die nearly $ 60 billicm trade surplus of Japan 
with the USA, in 1993. 

The talks broke down over the question of trust. The 
US did not believe the promises of the Japanese to buy 
more American cats and medical equipment, widiout 
numerical measure of progress. The Japanese side argued 
that any numerical indicators would be seen as official 
promises to buy more US goods. 

There is now a fear that PresidentClinton might resort 
to unilateral actions like trade sanctions, to force Japan to 
open its market for American automobiles, auto-parts, 
medical equipment and insurance. This would certainly 
trigger a trade war. Analysts feel that President Clinton 
has no choice but to retaliate in some way. Otherwise, he 
will lose credibility in his own country where Japan-bash¬ 
ing is at fever pitch. 

Meanwhile, Mr Hosokawa returned home to a hero's 
welcome, given to him by the Japanese newspapers, for 
refusing to bow to Mr Clinton. The newspapers were 
unanimous that japan acted like a "mature and grown¬ 
up" nation. They felt that in the post cold war world, 
Japan could no longer be USA's yes-man. 

The Japanese Prime Minister also warned USA 
against imposing trade sanctions against Japan. He said 
that this would mean violation of principles of GATT. 

The USA is presently planning to gang up with 
Europe against Japan. However, it is not very clear 
whether the European leaders will trust Mr Clinton 
enough to follow his lead. 

USA toughens stand: On March 4, 1994, President 
Clinton signed an executive order thattakes steps towards 
retaliatory'tariffs against Japanese imports. The order 
revives the expired provisions of a trade law for two years, 
allowing the administration to take action against 
countries which have erected, what are deemed to be, 
unfair trade barriers. 

The US would notify those countries, and if the bar¬ 
riers to US products are not lowered, the US could impose 
punitive tariffs in an amount equal to the amount of lost 
sales to American companies. 

The Bush administration had used the law to open 
Japanese markets in the area of Supercomputers, forest 
producte and satellites. 

Japan warned that ffie decision of the US administra¬ 
tion to unilaterally impose sanctions could threaten global 
free trade. 

US-BRITAIN RELATIONS 

Bid to patch up frayed ties 

RIME Minister John Major of Britain visited USA on 
March 1,1994 in a hope to patch up the frayed special 
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telation^^ between the two countries, established by 
Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt. The two 
leaders spent a day and a half together. 

President Clinton had been upset with Mr Major's 
conservative election experts giving assistance to help 
former President Bush in the last US elections. He had 
retaliated recently by allowing anTriiih terrorist leader to 
visit USA. President Clinton ^d also been criticising Mr 
Major for his Bosnian policy. 

Prime Minister Major was outraged over the visa to 
the IRA leader Garry Adams. 

The meeting helped sort out the differences and im¬ 
prove relations between the two allies. 

MIDDLE EAST PEACE TALKS 

PLO suspends negotiations in protest 
against Hebron killings 

T he Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
.suspended the self-rule negotiations with Israel on 
February 28,1994, in protest against the massacre of more 
Bran 52 Palestinians in a mosque in Hebron, in occupied 
West Hank, by a Jew extremist, Baruch Goldstien. The PLO 
set tiiree conditions for return to the negotiating table. 
These were: 

■ Confiscation of weapons of Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip or gun permits for Palestinians, 
or the presence of an international force in the lerritorie.<i. 

■ Dismantling of three Jewish settlements: Netzarim 
on the Gaza Strip, the centre of Hebron and the religious 
school at Joseph's tomb ‘n Najlus. 

■ As Israeli commitment to stop settlement building 
in territories and to stop appropriating Palestinian land, 
and to allow the establishment of a mechanism to verify 
that the commitment is kept. 

In a bid to smother a wave of Arab fury, the Israeli 
government ordered the arrest of Jewish extremist leader 
and expelled radical settlers from Hebron. The govern¬ 
ment also decided to free 800 to 1,000 Palestinian 
prisoners. 

But, Israel refused to allow international presence or 
allow Palestinians to be allowed to arm themselves. The 
demand to confiscate the weapons of the Jewish settlers 
was also put down. 

Pact on Gaza Strip: On February 10, 1994, Israel 
and the PLO signed an agreement in Cairo, Egypt, on 
some of the key security issues that had delayed the 
implem^tation of their historic peace accord reached 
in September 199.3. This agreement will form the basis 
of terms, to be negotiated for the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from the occupied Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho, thus clearing the way for Palestinian 
self-rule. 
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Serious difference on security issues had delayed Bre 
Israeli withdrawal and the implementation of the 
Washington accord, that provided for Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza and Jericho, from December 
13,1993. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

Four-nation workshop on Nuclear 
disarmament 

four-nation workshop on nuclear disarmament was 
held in Shaghoi, China in February 1994. India, 
China, USA and Pakishin participated. The aim of the 
conference was to find ways to interlink the south Asian 
and worldwide nuclear arms control and disarmament 
initiatives. The workshop was organised by private and 
independent think grou{:« of the four countries. 

The Indian experts firmly opposed any move to intro¬ 
duce discriminatory regimes in the circulation of 
materials needed for nuclear fission. The Indian side 
stressed that the objective of capping the proliferation of 
fissile material should not lead to a back-door introduc¬ 
tion of the discriminatory Nf’T. 

All the participants, however, agreed that the best 
way of reducing nuclear proliferation was the world-wide 
elimination of nuclear weapons. 

SRI LANKA 

Local Elections in the Eastern Province 

tXZAL government elections were held on March 1, 
1994, in the disputed Fjastern Province and in the 
Vavuniya Urban Council area of the Northern I’rovince 
of Sri Lanka, amidst claims of peaceful polling and 
counter-claims of Army and police interference and 
unfair polling. 

The LTTE had threatened to disrupt the elections 
while the Tamil political parties had boycotted the elec¬ 
tions due to the threats of LTI'H. 

Tum-out of large number of voters and peaceful poll¬ 
ing by the ethnically mixed electorate indicated that 
people had full faith in the government's policy of nor¬ 
malising the Eastern province and restoring the civil ad¬ 
ministration. 

It is expected the Sri Lankan government will project 
the successful holding of elections as the desire of the 
people of the Eastern Province to do away with the tem¬ 
porary merger with the NorBiern Province. A permanent 
merger of the two Provinces has been tfie aim of the Tamil 
militants, as they feel that a demerger will weaken their 
fight for better treatment In the Sinhalese-dominated &i 
I.anka. 

The successful and peaceful holding of civic elections 
has helped the Sri Lanka government to prove that i ts writ 
still runs in the area. 




UNITED KINGDOM 

Another sex scandal 

T he government of Prime Minister John Major was 
rocked by a fresh scandal on February 8,1994 when a 
fellow Cortservative Party-MP, Mr Stephen Milligan, was 
found dead in his West London home, reportedly dressed 
only in woman's underclothes. 

Before joining politics, Mr Milligan had worked 
as European correspondent for the BBC, foreign 
editor of Sunday Times and industrial editor of the 
Economist. 

His death is a blow to Mr Major's efforts to stabilize 
his government, after a string of sex scandals involving 
senior Tory party members/ including cabinet mini¬ 
sters. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Zulu leader rejects concessions 

T he Zulu leader, Mr Mongosuthu Butheiezi, had 
rejeefed as "cheap politicking", the sweeping constitu¬ 
tional compromises offered by Mr Nelson Mandela, presi¬ 
dent of ANC, to the Conservative Freedom Alliance. Mr 
Mandela had earlier accepted the federalist demands to 
convince the alliance to contest the elections. 

The Alliance, which comprises the IFP and its 
Kwazulu homeland power base, the Bophuthatswana 
homeland and the white right-wing Afrikaner Volks 
Front (AVF), has vowed to boycott the elections, 
scheduled for April 26-28, and oppose it by force, if 
need be, 

RUSSIA 

Khasbulatov, Rutskoi freed 

F ormer parliament speaker, Mr Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov, former vice-president, Mr Alexander 
Rutskoi and other hardliners who had led the opposi¬ 
tion to President Yeltsin's reforms and later headed the 
legislators who refused to obey the President's order to 
disband the Parliament, walked free from their prison 
on February 26, 1994, after being granted amnesty by 
the Parliament. 

Counter-intelligence chief sacked: On February 28, 
1994, President Yeltsin sacked the head of the Federal 
Counter-Intelligence Service, Mr Viktor Golushko, for ap¬ 
parently failing to prevent the release of the leaders of the 
October 1993 parliamentary uprising. 

The decision of the Parliament has come imder severe 
criticism from pro-Yeltsin forces, although die parliamen¬ 
tary forces maintain diat their actions were not "violative 
of the constitution". 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ASKM: Available Seats per 
Kilometre. 

UNHRC: United Nations 
Human Rights Commission. 

VASAL: Value-based Advance 
Licence (Scheme). 

AWARDS 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1993 
ZECH President, Dr Vaclav 
Havel has been presented the 
1993 Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development. He 
was presented the award by the 
President, Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
during his visit to India in February 
1994. ^ 

G.D. Birla awards, 1994 

R N.H. Anita has been selected 
for the G.D. Birla international 
award, 1994, for humanism. The 
award for promoting India's heritage 
and culture has been given to Dr 
Mulk Ra) Anand while Mr P.K.S. 
Madhavan ha.s been selected for 
uplift of rural and tribal com¬ 
munities. 

The award for humanism carries 
a cash prize of Rs three lakh and the 
other two awards carry a cash prize 
of Rs one lakh each. 

K.K. Birla Foundation award for 
sports, 1991 & 1992 

APIL Dev and Bhuvaneshwari 
Kumari are die recipients of the 
1991 award. Geet Sethi and Vish- 
wanathan Anand are the recipients of 
the 1992 award. 

Each recipient has received a 
cash award of Rs 50,000, a trophy and 
a shawl. 

J.L. Nehru Birth Centenary award, 
1993-94 

R P.K. Iyengar, member of the 
Atomic Energy Commission and 


Secretary of Atomic Energy Depart¬ 
ment, has been honoured with the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Birth Centenary 
award, 199.3-94, for his outstanding 
contribution in the field of atomic 
energy. 

The award has been instituted by 
the Indian Science Congress Associa¬ 
tion. 

39th Annual Filmfare awards 
Best Actor:- Shah Rukh Khan 
Best Actress: JuhiChawla 
Best Film: Hum Hain I^ahi Pyar Ke 
Best Director: Rajkiimar Santoshi 
for Damini. 

Best supporting actor: Sunny Deol 
for Damini. 

Best supporting actress: Amrita 
Singh for Aaina. 

Best Comedian: Anupam Kher f(jr 
Darr. 

Best Villain: Paresh Rawal for Sir. 
Best music director. Anu Malik. 

Best Ltfricist: Sameer. 

Best Playback singer. Kumar Sanu 
(Male). Alka Yagnik and lla A run 
(Female). 

Raj Kapoor award for Lifetime 
achievement: Dilip Kumar and Lata 
Mangeshkar. 

DEFENCE 

Agni test-fired successfully 

N February 19,1994, India's in¬ 
termediate range ballistic mis¬ 
sile, Agni, was successfully test-fired 
from the Interim Test Range (ITR) at 
Chandipur-on-Sea in Orissa. 

Agni is one of the five missiles 
developed under the integrated 
guided missile development 
programme. The other four arc 
Prithoi, Akash, Trisliul and Nag. 

The estimated range of Agni is 
between 1300 km and 2,500 Iot for 


payloads ranging between 500 kg 
and 1000 kg (the heavier the payload, 
the lesser is the range). 

Agni is about 19 metres long and 
consists of a solid propellent first 
stage (essentially an SLV-3) and a liq¬ 
uid propelled second stage (essential¬ 
ly a modified Prithvi missile). 

Secure digital phone developed 
NDIAN defence scientists have 
developed a secure digital 
telephone system, that provides a 
high grade of voice security for sensi¬ 
tive communications. 

The .secure telephone or SECTEL 
developed by the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation 
(DRDO), uses voice channels derived 
from telephone lines, co-axial cables 
and microwave or satellite links. 

SECTEL is a subscriber-end 
secTCCy device which replaces a nor¬ 
mal telephone. Speech is digitised 
through extraction of vocal tract 
parameters and vocal sources 
parameters and transmitted in 
jumbled or coded form. A SECTEL at 
the receiving end decodes the signal 
to its original form. The system thus 
makes telephone tapping redundant. 

SECTEL can be used on any 
public-switched telephone system. 

EXPEDITION 

Silk route to be retraced 
N April 1993 an Indian expedition 
of academics, experts in various 
fields and explorers will traverse 
10,000 km over some of the world's 
most inhospitable terrain, spanning 
three Central Asian republics of 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kir- 
ghistan, China and Nepal. 

The Central Asian Cultural Ex¬ 
pedition (CAGE) is being organised 
by the Youth Exploring Society of 
India and the Academy of Science, 
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Beijing, CMw. It will attempt to re¬ 
discover the trade, cultural and 
religious links, which these areas had 
wi£ India since ancient times. It will 
take four months to complete the 
journey. 

PERSONS 

Desai, Manmohan 

NE of the most successful film 
directors of Hindi cinema, Mr 
Manmohan Desai, died on March 1, 
1994. He is suspected to have com¬ 
mitted suicide. 

He made his debut as film direc¬ 
tor, at the age of 22. CMialia, starring 
Raj Kapoor and Nutan, was his first 
film. In 1980s he teamcd-up with 
Amitabh Bachchan to give a series of 
hits like Amar, Akbar, AnUwny, Par- 
varish, Sulmag, Niiseeb, Desh Premw 
and Coolie. Out of the twenty films 
made by him, a majority were 
"super-duper" hits. 

Gopikrishna 

ELL-known Kaihak exponent, 
Gopikrishna died on Eebruar)’ 
18,1994 at the age of 61. He liad the 
distinction of being a dance director 
for over 800 Hindi movies. 

He made his debut as the 
youngest dance director, at the age of 
14, in H.S. Hawaii's Sakhi. He shot 
into limelight, as a dancing hero, in 
late V. Shantaram's Jhanak jhanak 
Payal Baje, one of the biggest box-of- 
. fice hits of the Hindi cinema. 

He was born in Calcutta on 
August 22,193.^. He began his danc¬ 
ing career at the age of three. 

A few yeans ago he created his¬ 
tory when he performed the Katlmk 
non-stop for 9 hours and 20 minutes. 

Some of the famous films for 
which he was dance director were: 
Umrao Joan, Amarymli, Muglml-e-Amm 
and Pdcceza. 

Patel, Chimanbhai 

HIEF Minister of Gujarat, Mr 
Chimanbhai Patel died on 
February 17,1994. He was one of the 
shrewdest politicians that the State 
had seen in the post-Independence 
era. 

He was bom on June 3, 1929 at 


Chikodara- village of Sankheda 
taluka in Baroda district. After com¬ 
pleting his studies he started teach¬ 
ing economics. He also served as the 
Dean of the arts faculty of Gujarat 
University and was the founder-prin¬ 
cipal of the Sardar Vallabhbhai Arts 
and Commerce College. 

PLACES 

Ashoka Hall 

SHOKA Hall in the palatial 
Rashtrapati Bhavan has been 
witness to many a momentous events 
in the history of India. Ceremonies 
like .swearing-in of ministers, accep)- 
tance of credentials by the President, 
from diplomatic representatives and 
cultural functions in honour of visit¬ 
ing heads of Slate are held here. 

Av/ard.s such as those in the 
honour of Jawaharlal Nehru and In¬ 
dira Gandhi are presented in this hall. 
Even the Children's Day is celebrated 
here. 

Ashoka Hall was designed by the 
famed architect of Delhi, Lutyens and 
in its genre is the sbeond most pres¬ 
tigious site in New Delhi, after the 
Durbar Hall. 

Walvis Bay 

N February 28,1994, the control 
of this port enclave was handed 
over to Namibia, thus setting the .sun 
on the colonial history of Soulli 
Africa. 

Pretoria had claimed the Walvis 
Bay asan integral part of South Africa 
since 1910, based on inheritance of 
British colonial rights. 

The port is the only deep-water 
harbour along Namibia's 1,130 km 
coast. It wa.s annexed by the British 
into the Cape Colony in 1884, as Ger¬ 
mans formally colonised the rest of 
Namibia. When the Union of South 
Africa was formed in 1910, Walvis 
Bay and its 12 small offshore islands 
were incorporated as part of South 
Africa. 

Namibia was acquired by South 
Africa as part of the spoils of victory 
over Germany in V\’orid War I. When 
Namibia gained independence in 
March 1990, Pretoria kept Walvis Bay. 

Pressure from the African Na¬ 







tional Congress (ANC) and its allies 
forced tiie ^uth African government 
to return Walvis Bay to Namibia. 

Walvis Bay and its 28,000 in¬ 
habitants now look set for boom 
times as Namibia intends to declare 
the area a free-trade zone. The 
prospect of oil discoveries should 
also boost the enclave. 

RESEARCH 

Study on water as propellent 

I NDIAN Space Research Organisa¬ 
tion (ISRO) and Liquid Propulsion 
System Centre (LPSC) have em¬ 
barked on a novel study to use water 
as a propellent in space propulsion. 

The study, undertaken by the 
propulsion research and studies 
group at LPSC, has shown that the 
decomposed products of electrolysis 
of water—hydrogen and oxygen 
gases—could be readily burnt In con¬ 
ventional rocket thrust chambeis, to 
give performance higher than the 
best available earth stationable 
propellent system. 

The concept of water as a source 
of chemical energy is age-old, when 
Jules Verne suggested in one of his 
books in 1870 that "water will one 
day be employed as a fuel; that 
hydrogen and oxygen, derived from 
water, would furnish an inex¬ 
haustible source of heat and light". 

The British journal "New 
Scientist" has also reported, that a 
conference on marine technology at 
Southampton in England concluded 
that "ships, cars, aeroplanes and just 
about anything that requires fuel to 
move, can be adopted to run on 
water". 

Water is easy to carry and the 
electrolysis can be done at a pressure 
five to ten atmospheres, so that the 
products of electrolysis—gaseous 
hydrogen and gaseous oxygen—are 
directly fed into a rocket chamber, 
without any additional compression. 

Since this process involves a 
complete gas flow, it is possible to 
precisely measure the flow and 
generate small impulses as required 
for the altitude and orbit control of 
the spacecraft. 
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C^e of the significant advantages 
of the new propellent is that ccm* 
tantination problems associated with 
other chemical propulsion system 
would be absent. 

MISCELLANY 

Indian mariners to be trained on ' 
simulatom soon 

F or die first time in India, master 
mariners will be trained on 
simulators. So far, simulators were 
used only by airlines to train pilots. 

The Lai Bahadur Shastri Nautical 
and Engineering Colley, Bombay, 
rechristened recently as LBH college 
of Maritime Studies and Research, 
under the ministry of surface 
transport, will soon have three 
maritime simulators. The cost will be 
arotmd Rs 50 crore. 

The simulators simulate real¬ 
time ship dynamics and the effect of 
environmental changes like wind, 
current, waves, fog, and day and 
night The mariners will also be able 
to have the experience of a pc^sible 
collision at mid-sea. 

The trainees will be able to select 
important areas like Tokyo Bay and 
Singapore Straits, on the simulators, 
for navigational exercise. 

Gauging strength of transmission 
towers 

OCATED opposite a horse-shoe 
shaped granite quarry, on a barren 
hillside in Madras, is one of the 
world's new and most sophisticated 
facility to test the strength of trans¬ 
mission towers. 

The sophisticated Tower Testing 
and Research Station (TTRS), that lies 
opposite die new Madras airport, has 
been set up by the St.-uctural En¬ 
gineering Research Centre (SERC), a 
laboratory under the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR), with technical and financial 
assistance from Lhe United Nadons. 

The TTRS tests transmission line 
towers and similar tali steel struc¬ 
tures, for several loading conditions 
such as wind, weight of conductors, 
snow load, where applicable, and 
weight of Ae structure itself. These 
tests are conducted to improve the 


towers' design, reduce weight and 
economise the cost of mamil^cture. 

The world-class testing facility is 
significant in view of the vital role 
towers and tower-like structures play 
in transmission of power and com¬ 
munication. 

Mohen-Jo-Daro being restored 
NCE the cradle of a great ancient 
civilization, Mohen-Jo-Daro, en¬ 
dangered by harmful salts, vagaries 
of wither and everehanging course 
of the mighty river Indus, is being 
restored, thanks to massive conserva¬ 
tion efforts. 

A comprehensive plan, to 
develop the most scientific and 
economic conservation metiipds for 
the vast, site has been taken up by the 
Pakistan Government, with the help 
of UNDPa'nd UNESCO. 

The monuments, buried below 
the accumulations of thousand of 
years, remained in excellent state of 
preservation, but soon after their sen¬ 
sational discovery in 1922, were af¬ 
fected by the natural process of decay 
and disintegration. 

What has been imearthed to date 
covers an area of about 100 hectares, 
comprising .W structural units with 
50 kms of walls, and constitutes 
about 10 per cent of die known extent 
of ruins. The ruins reveal an amazing 
story of customs, arts and crafts, so¬ 
cial systems and economic life of 
people living there, thousands of 
years ago. 

The wide parallel roads, dividing 
and subdividing the city into square 
blocks, well planned two and three 
storeyed houses, built with uniform 
baked bricks, and an elaborate sys¬ 
tem of water supply and concealed 
drainage, still remain models for 
town planners. 

The variety of relics unearthed 
reveal of people with thdr own sys¬ 
tem of weight and measures, as well 
as stamp seals with enigmatic writ¬ 
ing and portraits of animals, indicat¬ 
ing a rare degree of creative 
inteUigence. 

First World Science Report 

HE World Science Report, the first 
global overview of scientific 


capabilities, compiled by UNESCO, 
says that a handful of industrialised 
countries control and reap the 
benefits of scientific research and 
development activities. It also indi¬ 
cates that the Newly Industrialised 
Countries (NlCs) of Asia—South 
Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Malaysia—have innovatively nised 
science and technology to turn 
around their economies, with spec¬ 
tacular results. 

Regionwise studies of the Science 
and Technology status confirms the 
existence of inequalities. For in¬ 
stance, most Latin American 
countries spend about 10 dollars or 
less per head of R and D. Compared 
to this most European countries 
spend over $ 300 per head. USA 
spends $ 600 per head and japan al¬ 
most $ 700 per head. These estimates 
are based on the absolute sums of 
money spent. 

If the proportion of wealth (GDP) 
spent on R and D is taken into ac¬ 
count, Japan, USA and European 
countries are on top. The fact that 
sub-Saharan Africa sets aside less 
than half a per cent of its wealth on R 
and D, suggests that the region still 
does not see science as a priority. 

The report also indicates that al¬ 
though most newly independent 
countries, in the 1960s, tried to use 
Science and Technology for develop¬ 
ment, only the NlCs of Asia were so 
successful. This was because; 

■ Their policies were based on inter¬ 
national market demand and linking 
of developing economics to the 
developed world's economies. 

■ Science and Technology promo¬ 
tion was closely integrated with 
pragmatic policies to correct national 
problems such as trade deficits and 
debts. 

■ Governments established specific 
institutions to promote, manage and 
fund Science and Technology. 

■ Governments stimulated the 
private sector to undertake industrial 
R and D, as well as to improve scien¬ 
tific skills to facilitate the use of 
Science and Technology from abroad. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Winter Olympics 

The Ullehammer Winter Olympics 
ended with Russia leading the gold 
medals taUy. Thty were followed by 
Norway, Germany and Italy. Ncmt- 
wegian speed skater^ ]oharm Olav Koss 
was declared outstanding male 
athlete. Cross-country skiers, Manuela 
de Centa of Italy and Lyubov Egorova 
of Rus.sia were jointly declared the 
outstanding female athletes. 

The 1998 Olympics will be held 
at Nagono in Japan. 

ARCHERY 

Senior National Championship 

Rajasthan has won the men's 
team title while Bihar clinched the 
women's title. Limba Ram of Rajas¬ 
than emerged as the overall men 
champion and Sonam Yangchen (| 
& K) emerged overall champion in 
women's .section. The champion¬ 
ships were hold at Gurgaon. 

12th Rath Open Marathon 

V. Satyabhama of Bombay Uxjk the 
womeri's title while the men's title 
was won by Suresh Chander Pandey. 

BADMINTON 

58th National Championship 

Men's Singles title: Deepanker 
Bhattacharya (Assam). Womm's 
singles title: M<injusha Pawangad- 
kar (Maharashtra). 

Team titles: 

Rahimtoola Cup (men's 
section): Maharashtra. 

Chadha Cup (women's section): 
Railways. 

The championships were held 
at Lucknow. 

BASKETBALL 

44th RPG National Championship 

Railways took both the wnilam 
Todd Memorial Trophy in men's 
section and Princess Bhasalat Jha 
trophy in the women's section. 


BILLIARDS 

60th Senior National Championship 

ASHOK SiandUya retained the title 
for the third year in succession. 
Gold Flake Grand Slam series 

GEET Sethi defeated Mike Russel 
of UK to win the tournament. 

BOXING 

40th National Championship 

Services have won the champicHi- 
ship with 58 points as agamst 37 
points scored by runners-up i^ilways. 

CRICKET 

India-Sri Lanka Test Series 

India defeated Sri l^nka by an 
innings and 17 runs to win the third 
and (umI Test match, played at Ah- 
medabad. India thus took the three- 
Test .series 3-0. Venkatapathy Raju 
took 11 for 125 to help India win 
the match with one day to spare. 
India-Sri Lanka one day series 

India clinched the three’ match 
series 2-1. While India defeated Sri 
l^nka by eight runs in the first 
match, played at Rajkot, and by 
.seven wickets in the second match, 
played at Hyderabad, Sri I^nka 
triumphed in the third match at 
Jalandhar. 

South Africa-Australia Test Series 
First match: South Africa 
defeated Australia by 197 runs in 
the first Test match, played at Johan¬ 
nesburg. 

New Zealand'Pakistan Test series 

Pakistan has won the three- Test 
scries 2-1. Pakistan defeated New 
Zealand by five wickets in the first 
match, played at Auckland. In the 
second match, played at Wellington, 
New Zealand were defeated by an 
innings and 12 runs. The ti\ird match, 
played at Christchurch, was won by 
New Zealand by six wickets. 

West Indies-En^and one-day series 

West indies defeated England 3-2 
in the five-match series, ki the 


third match, played at Kingston, 
England suffered their heaviest 
de&t in one-day matches. They 
were defeated by 165 nuts. 

FOOTBALL 

50th Santosh Trophy 

Bengal defeated Kerala in a 
penalty shoot-out to win tite 50th 
Santosh trophy, symbol of itational 
football tide. The tournament was 
held at Cuttack. 

GOLF 

Indian open championship 

EMYLN Aubrey of USA has won 
the 1994 champioaship title. This year 
tite Indian open was held at Calcutta. 

HOCKEY 

Indira Gandhi memorial tournament 

India finished on top of the six- 
team round robin league to retain 
the trophy. The tournament was 
held at Lucknow. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri tournament 

Punjab and Sind Bank have won 
the title. 

TABLE TENNIS 

55th National Championship 

Men's team title: Bengal. 
Women's team title: Bengal. Men's 
singles title (Pithapuram Cup): 
Arup Basak (Bengal). Women's 
singies title (Travancore Cup): 
Mantu Ghosh (Bengal). The tourna¬ 
ment was held at Calcutta. 

TENNIS 

National Hardcourt championship 

Men's title: Asif Ismail. 
Women's title: K. Janaki. The tour¬ 
nament was held at Bombay. 

Evert Cup 

Steffi Graf of Germany. 

Champions Cup 
Pete Sampras of USA. 
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Appointeo; Elected Etc 

Kresimir Zubah The parliament of the 
self-declared Croatian republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina has elected him as interim 
President following the r^gnation of Mr 
MateBoan. 

Sitweni Robuh: He has been re-elect¬ 
ed as the Prime Minister of Fiji. 

Ram Lakhan Singh Yadov: He has been 
appointed as Cabinet Minister of 
Chemicals and Fertilisers in the Union 
Gpvemment. 

Dr C. Silvera: He has been appointed 
as the Minister of State for Health and 
Family Welfare, in the Union 
Government. 

Chhabildas Mehta: He has been 
appointed interim Chief Minister of 
Gujarat following the death of Mr 
Chimanbhai Patel. 

V.P. Singh: He has been elected as the 
President of Janata Dal. 

Stephen J. Solaraz: He has been 
appointed as Ambassador of USA to 
Iiidia. 

janice Darbari: A resident of Delhi, 
she has been appointed the first 
Ambassador of Macedonia to India. 
Although there has been a tradition 
among small foreign countries to nomi¬ 
nate distinguished Indian residents as 
their consuls in New Delhi, it is for the 
first time that a woman has been given 
such responsibility. 

Terbishin Chimddorjo: He is the new 
Ambassador of Mongolia to India. 


Karl Dorgan Engstrm: He is die r»w 
Ambassador of Swe^ to India. 

Dr N.R. Sivasamy: He has been 
appointed Chairman of the Central Board 
of Direct Taxes ODD. 

K. Padmanabhaiah: He has been 
appointed as the Joint Chairman of Air 
India and Indian Airlines. 

P.C Sen; He has been appointed as 
the Managing Director of Indian Airlines. 

0.5. Mathur He has been appointed 
as the Managing Director of Air India. 

Resigned 

Alfonso Bustamante: Prime Minister of 


Disti'ncuished Visitors 

Ledt Walesa: President of Poland. 

P. Ochirbat: President of Mongolia. 

Carl Dieter Spranger: Economic 
Cooperation Minister of Germany. 

Commodore Kvxk Siew Jin: Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Republic of Sngapore. 

Daniel Patrick Monyshan: US Senator. 

Died 

Chimanbhai Patel: Chief Minister of 
Gujarat. 

Gopi Krishna: Noted Kathak exponent 
and dance director of Hindi films. 

Manmohan Desai: Noted director of 
Hindi films, 

M.L Kamath: Noted financial journal¬ 
ist. 


EVENTS 


FEBRUARY 

16— Atleast 134 people are killed as a pow¬ 
erful earthquake slams the Island of 
Sumatra in Indonesia. 

17— The one-day strike by the employees 
of nationalised banks disrupts bank¬ 
ing activity in India. 

—Ban on the militant group, Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) is 
extended for another two years by the 
Union Government. 

19—India's prestigious Intermediate 
Range Ballastic Missile (IRBM) is 


successfully test fired. 

20—A^han rebels hijack a school bus, car¬ 
rying 82 school boys, in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. 

23—Violence erupts in Jammu afto- two 
bomb blasts in a crowded veg^ble 
market kill two persons and injure 
over 40. 

25— A Jewish settler kills atleast 53 
Palestinians in a mosque in Hebron in 
Israeli occupied West Bank. 

26— PLO leader, Mr Yasser Arafat 


suspends peace talks with Israd fed- 
lowing the killing of 53 people by an 
Israeli settler. 

MARCH 

Iran regrets the growth of terrorism in 
Kashmir; favours bilateral talks to 
solve the Kashmir issue. 

8— Atleast six persons are killed as a 
Sahara India Airline Boeing aircraft 
crash lands on a stationary Aeroflot 
plane at Indira Gandhi International 
Airport, New Delhi. 

9— Pakistan unconditionally withdraws 
its resolution on Kashmir, at the 
UNHRC summit in Geneva. 

10— India express its readyness to resume 
talks with Pakistan; rules but any 
mediation on Kashmir by any 
country. 


MILESTONES 

Ustad Anjid Ali Khan: The 
University of York has established the 
fist chair in Indian classical music in 
Britain and has appointed him as the 
first honorary visit^ prolessor. 

Bdlin Bi^idoi: llie senior Tata Tea 
executive, he was released on March 2, 
1994, by the Bodo extremists, after nearly 
11 months of captivity. 

Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt: A 
guitarist front Jaipur, he has won a 
Grammy award imder the world music 
category. He shares the prestigious 
with the American guitarist, Mr R.y. 
Cooder, for their Jagalbandi, "A meefing 
by the river". 

Peter Leko: He has become the 
youngest chess grandmaster in the histo¬ 
ry of chess. He is 14-yeaf-old and 


Julie Mehiotca: The 16^year-old 
student of City Monlessori School, 
Lucknow has w<»i a sdver medal at the 
bitemadonal rdbotim cosqietition, hdd 
in Toronto, Canada. 

V. Ri^asdaua Chaiy: Heis the first 
appmntment under the Other 

quota of fihe Ihiion Goveebe^^ 
MuL Anaat Indin'e Aad»ssadorfo 
die Uidied Na&ms, he has hm 
as the Predulent of the United Kafiohs 
DevitoUBt, PionmBiMf 
Unti»} Nati!^ Ftmd ita FoptilaHoft 
Aclii#» (UNFPA). ‘ = 
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- VOCABULARY -- 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. apocalvptic (a) pleasant (b) prophetic (c) of* 
'ensive (a) defensive. 

2. bogey: (a) smile (b) fear (c) aggression 
d) victory. 

3. crescendo: (a) climax (b) depression (c) ex* 
?rcssion (d) exploitation. 

4. decrepit: (a) notorious (b) simpleton (c) weak- 
;ned (d) innocent. 

5. fetish: (a) obsession (b) resignation (c) submis¬ 
sion (d) rivalry. 

6. genesis: (a) improvement (b) charm (c) bliss 
[d) origin. 

7. hosanna: («) contempt (b) compassion (c) in¬ 
difference (d) praise. 

8. indigenous: (a) foreign (b) proud (c) native 
‘d) rural. 

y. jim-jams: (a) nervousness (b) confidence 
y) je«dou.sy (d) excellence. 

10. loquacious: (a) secretive (b) talkative (c) delec- 
:i\'e (d) collective. 

11. muster (n) divide (h) mobilise (c) drown 
[d) drag. 

12. nitpicking; (a) showing pity (b) walking fast 
!c) kneeling down (d) finding fault. 

1.1. outlay: (a) result (!>) production (c) spending 
[d) econoni). 

14. pusillanimity: («) conviction (h) punishment 
(f) unity id) cowardice. 

15. queer, (a) singular {b) strange (c) ugly 
[d) foul. 

16 slap-dash: (a) careless (b) blunt (c) sharp 
[d) sen.siiou.s. 

17. temerity: (a) caution (b) warning (c) boldness 
[d) cliallcnge. 

IK. vacuous: (a) bright (b) unintelligent (c) rest¬ 
less id) useful. 

ly. wilful: (a) important (b) ignorant (c) trivial 
(d) intentional. 

20. ycam: (a) desire (b) desert (c) disappoint 
(d) depend. 


ANSWERS 


1. apocalyptic: (b) prophetic. 

—The ground realities in India, though complex and 
confused, do noi justify apocali/ftlic fear about an immedi¬ 
ate implosion (collapse).' 

2. bogey: (b) fear (ba.seless). 

—Some politicians are in the habit of raising the boget/ 
of 'religion in danger' when they have no other issue to 
beat about. 

3. crescendo: (a) climax, high point. 

—^Election ca mpaign reaches a crescendo as the election 
day comes nearer. 


4. decrepit: (c) weakened/weak. 

—^There is an urgent need of social/family awareness 
for those who become decrepit due to age. 

5. feHsh: (a) obsession, mania. 

—^The cult of consumerism has so changed us that we 
often tend to make a fetish of our latest possessions. 

6. genesis: (d) origin, beginning. 

—The genesis of some of our socio-economic problems 
lies in our irrational/orthodox outlook. 

7. hosanna: (d) praise. 

—While moving toward.s the temple/shrine, the 
devotees were singing hosanna (.shouts of praise and wor¬ 
ship) in gay abandon. 

8. indigenous: (c) native. 

—It is feared (that) the ambition to win prosperity 
through indigenous technical developments will be under¬ 
mined by the neglect of science-teaching in our universities. 

9. jim-jams; (a) nervousness (feelings). 

—^The horror story gavc/created an atmosphere of 
jim-jams for all present in the room. 

10. loquacious: (b) talkative. 

—Women are generally blamed for being loquacious 
the world over. 

11. muster, (b) mobilise,collect,assemble. 

—During elections, political parties try their best to 
muster as much public support as possible. 

12. nitpicking: (d) finding fault. 

—ln.stcad of accusing the print media of nitpicking, 
political parties should set their houses in order first. 

13. outlay: (c) spending/expenses. 

—In order to achieve the goal of social justice for all, 
there is an urgent need to increase annual plan outlay on 
siKial services. 

14. pusillanimity: (d) cowardice, timidity. 

—In the prevailing culture of pusillanimity most 
bureaucrats adopt the policy of least resistance. 

15. queer: (b) strange. 

—Her queer behaviour in the party caused a lot of 
embarrassment to the host. 

16. slap-dash: {a) careless, hasty. 

—He is in the habit of doing his slap-dash and thus 
spoils everything. 

17. temerity; (c) boldness, daring, audacity. 

—It does not always pay in life if we show temerity to 
call everybody a liar. 

18. vacuous: (b) unintelligent, expressionless. 

—Unforhinately some people simply give a vacuous 
stare when they fail to comprehend the subject under 
discussion. 

19. Mnlful; (d) intentional, deliberate. 

—Parents should know that a spoilt child is likely to 
indulge in wilful acts of disobedience. 

20. yearn: («) desire, long, pine. 

—Having live abroad for years, many Indians yearn to 
return to their native country. 
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-^- OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS - 

GENERAL AWARENESS 


Q. 1 to 85 given below were set in the Assistants' Grade 
Examination held by Intelligence Bureau (Home Department) 
on January 2, 1994. The remaining questions were set in a 
recently-held Bank Probatioimry Officers' Emm. 

We are grateful to Mr Sanjay Kumar of Patna, Mr Panchu 
Roy of Bhayna (West Bengal) and Mr Rajarshi Sikdar of Cal¬ 
cutta for sending these questions to us. 

1. Cryogenics is the study of: 

(a) Production of better offsprings by careful 
selection of parents 

(b) Properties of crystals 

(c) Very low temperatures 

(d) Cells 

2. Eight-fold path for elimination of human misery 
was prescribed by: 

(a) Mahavira (b) Buddha 

(c) Jesus Christ (d) Krishna 

3. Kathakali is a dance form associated with: 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala (d) West Bengal 

4. Who was awarded the 1993 Nobel Prize for litera¬ 
ture? 

(a) Cro Harlem Bruntland 

(b) Toni Morrison 

(c) Ms Rigoberta Menchu 

(d) Nadine Cordimer 

5. Which of the following ingredients make gun- 
metal? 

(fl) Iron, Brass, Tin 
(h) Copper, Tin 

(c) Iron, Tin 

(d) Iron, Zinc, Titanium 

6. Decibel is a unit of: 

(a) sound energy (&) depth 

(c) loudness (d) intensity of earthquake 

7. India needs cryogenic rocket technology for its: 

(a) Nuclear programme 

(b) Space research programme 
(r) missile launching capabilities 

(d) telecommunication needs 

8. Tibia and Fibula arc the bones present in: 

(a) collarbones (b) arms 

(c) leg (d) inner ear 

9. Dunkel Draft relates to: 

(a) Drug trafficking 

(b) Human rights 

(c) International trade 

(d) Nuclear non-proliferation 

10. Dandi Yatra was undertaken by Gandhiji to: 


(a) break the Salt Law 

(&) launch Quit India Movement 

(c) start Swaraj Andolan 

(d) start Satyagraha 

11. Rajastlian remains dry during South-West Mon¬ 
soon because of: 

(a) presence of Thar desert 

(b) spread of sand dunes 

(c) lack of vegetation 

(d) anti-cyclonic circulation 

12. The average salinity of sea water is; 

(a) 2% (b) 2.5% 

(c) 3.(ryo (d) 3.5% 

13. Why was 'Killari' village in the news recently? 

(fl) attack of security forces in Kashmir 

(b) massive earthquake in Maharashtra 
(r) tribal unrest in Manipur 

(d) violence in Punjab 

14. Geostationary orbit is at a height of (kms): 

(fl) 6 (b) 3600 

(f) 36000 (d) 1000 

15. Indian Standard Time is based on what lon¬ 
gitude? 

(fl) 8°1‘: 

(b) H2 2"E 

(r) 180''E 
(d) 25"E 

16. Which of the following places in India did Vasco- 
da-Gama reach first? 

(fl) Calicut (b) Calcutta 

(f) Cochin (d) Visakhapatnam 

17. The Parliamentary Committee which scrutinises 
the report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of 
India is: 

(fl) The Estimates Committee 

(b) Public Accounts Committee 

(c) Select Committee 

(d) None of these 

18. Who has won the Champions Trophy for Hockey 
in 1993? 

(fl) West Germany (b) Australia 

(c) Holland (d) Pakistan 

19. The first metal used by man was: 

(fl) Iron (b) Copper 

(c) Aluminium (d) Golo 

20. The three basic colours used in colour TV trans¬ 
mission are: 

(fl) Blue, green and yellow 
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(b) Yellow, orange and red 
(cj Blue, green and red 

(a) Black, red and white 

21. The powers of the Election CommiMion are given 
in which of me following Articles of the Ccmstitution? 

(a) 286 (b) 356 

(c) 324 ■ (d) 382 

22. Tasleema Nasreen of Bangladesh was recently in 
the news as: 

(a) she was threatened widr death penalty by 
fundamentalist religious groups 

(b) she committed suicide 

(c) she was jailed 

(d) she was attacked by extremists 

23. What is die normal distinct human vision? 

(fl) 5-10 metres (b) 25-30 ems 

(c) 12-20 feet (d) 50-75 ems 

24. Cranium is: 

(a) The cartilage over the knee 

(b) The part of the skull that encloses die brain 

(c) A cavity in the molar tooth 

(d) The nerve at the back of the neck 

25. Which of the following is the indigenously 
designed Main Battle Tank? 

{a) Agni (6) Aijim 

(c) Trishul (d) Rohini 

26. Fiscal policy is connected with: 

(a) Exports and Imports 

lb) Puolic revenue and expenditure 
(cj Population control 

(d) I.ssue of currency 

27. Aravalli ranges are examples of: 

(a) Block mountains 

(b) Folded mountains 

(c) Residual mountains 

(d) Volcanic mountains 

28. Which planet is known as Red Planet? 

(a) Venus (b) Mars 

(c) Mercury (d) Saturn 

29. In which State do we have Uranium deposits? 

(a) Bihar 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Rajasthan 

(d) Only in (a) and (c) 

30. Dry ice is one of the following: 

(a) Ice kept in filter paper to soak moisture 

(b) solid carbon dioxiae 

(c) Icecream at very low temperature 

(d) Norieofthew 

31. The study of the relation of animals and plants to 
their surroundings is called: 

(a) Ethnology (f>) Iconology 

(c) Genealcgy (d) Ecology 

32. The gold medal for 100 metres ra£e for men in 
1992 Olympics was won by. 

(a) E Fredericks 

(b) Linford Christie 


(c) D.Mitdtell 
{a) Mike Marsh 

33. Therecentbest-seller'SUITABLE BOY'was writ¬ 
ten by: 

(a) Salman Rushdie 
lb) VikramSeth 
(cj ShobhaDe 
(a) Nirad C. Choudhary 

34. The capital of Georgia is: 

(a) Tusla (h) Tiblisi 

(c) Bosnia (d) Sarajevo 

35. Qotting of blood in blood vessels is called: 

(a) Rheumatism (p) Agglutination 

(c) Thrombosis (d) Fionnogen 

36. Which amendment of Constitution of India af¬ 
firmed the power of the Parliament to amend any part of 
the Ccmstituticsi relating to fundamental rights? 

(a) 23id {b) 24th 

(c) 25th (d) 26th 

37. When was the South Asian Association for 
Regioital Co-operation (SAARC) formed? 

(a) 1987 (b) 1985 

(c) 1982 (d) 1986 

38. Largest percentage of revenue is earned by the 
Government of India from: 


(a) Customs duty 
(c) income Tax 


(b) Excise duty 
(d) Wealth Tax 


39. The maximum fixation of solar energies is done 

(a) Man (b) Green Plants 

(c) Protozoa (d) Fungi 

40. What language did Buddha preach in? 

(a) Pali (b) Magadhi 

(c) Apabhramga (d) Sauraseni 

41. Which is flie oldest theatre in India? 

(a) Gaiety Theatre, Shimla 

(b) New Theatre, ^Icutta 

(c) Prithvi Theatre, Bombay 

(d) Rabindra Theatre, Delhi 

42. Into how many States does Thar desert spread? 

(a) one (b) two 

(c) three (d) four 

43. Numismatics is the study of: 

(a) soil (b) rocks 

(c) coins (d) old structures 

44. The Prime Minister of Japan is: 

(a) KJichi (b) Hosokawa 

(c) TautomuHata (d) None of these 

45. The 40tii President of the U.S.A. is/was: 

(a) Geo^Bush 

(b) Bill Clinton 

(c) John Kennedy 
Id) Ronald Reagan 

46. The founder of the technique Psychoanalysis 


(fl) Pavlov 


(b) Sigmund Freud 
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(c) John Heats (d) Isaac Naslov 

47. The new king of Cambodia is: 

(a) Phan Van Dong 

(b) Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
(f) GenChiMinh 

(d) Prince Norodom Ranariddh 

48. The Book 'Conquest of Happiness' was written 
by: 

(a) Agatha Christie 

(b) Thomas Hardy 

(c) Bertrand Russell 

(d) Aldous Huxley 

49. Who is called father of Modem Medicine? 

(fl) Socrates {b) Hippocrates 

(c) Louis Pasteur (d) Cicero 

50. Taoism was founded by: 

(a) Laotzu (b) MaoTse-tung 

(c) LeoShao-chi (d) TaoMin 

51. Mcgasthenes visited India during the: 

(a) Gupta period 

(h) Mauryan period 

(c) Kushan period 

(d) ruleofAshoka 

52. 'Memons family' was recently in the news for: 

(a) Involvement in Hawala tansactions 

(b) Bomb blast in RSS Headquarters in Madras 

(c) Prime suspects in Bombay blasts 

(d) Terrorist activities in Punjab 

53. 'Operation Flood' refers to: 

(a) Heavy rainfall 

(b) Milk 

(c) Building of dams 

(d) Reforestation schemes 

54. What is the number of non-permanent members 
of the Security Council? 

(a) 10 (b) 28 

(c) 12 (d) 6 

55. Which is the longest National Highway? 

(a) NHl (b) NH2 

(c) NH5 (d) NH7 

56. Which cricketer played for India and England? 

(a) Iftikhar Pataudi 

(b) Kanjit Singh 

(c) Duleep Singh 

(d) Raman SuDoa Rao 

57. Which State produces maximum w'heat in the 
country? 

(a) U.P. (b) M.P. 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Punjab 

58. The Director General of GATT is: 

(<j) Lewis Preston 

(//) Peter Sutherland 

(c) Helmut Kohl 

(d) Lewis Priestley 

59. The Pre.sident of World Bank is: 

(a) Peter Sutherland 


(b) Lewis Preston 

(c) Robert McNamara 

(d) Douglas Hurd 

60. The Prime Minister of Israel is: 

(a) MrsGoldaMeir 

(b) Yitzhak Robin 

(c) Shimon Peres 

(a) Gen Moshe Dayan 

61. Archipelago is: 

(a) an imaginary line joining the north and souB\ 
pole 

(b) a cluster of islands 

(c) a vast mass of snow 

(d) a cluster of small lakes 

62. Light year is the unit of measuring: 

(a) intensity of light 

(b) astronomical distance 

(c) velocity 

(d) lime 

63. The percentage of literacy according to the 1991 
census is: 

(fl) 16.6 (h) 52.11 

(c) 29.45 (d) 45.77 

64. The largest planet of the solar system is: 

(fl) Mercury (b) Saturn 

(c) Jupiter (d) Earth 

65. Where arc the Udaigiri Caves located? 

(a) Orissa 

(h) Near Aurangabad 

(c) Ahmed Nagar 

(d) Near Hampi in Karnataka 

66. World's longest snake reticulated python is found 
in India in: 

(n) Nagaland (b) Mizoram 

(f) Nicobar (d) Lakshdweep 

67. Where in the country is Chandraprabha 
Sanctuary located? 

(a) U.P. (b) M.r. 

(c) Bihar (d) Orissa 

68. An Indian who won the Wimbledon Junior Men's 
Singles title is; 

(a) Ramesh Krishnan 

(b) Ramanathan Krishnan 

(c) LeanderPaes 

(d) Vijay Amritraj 

69. Who was the author of American Declaration of 
Independence? 

(a) George Washington 

(b) Thomas Jefferson 

(c) Abraham Lincon 

(d) John Adams 

70. The laws of planetary motion were discovered by: 
(a) Thomas Edison (b) Galileo 

(c) Isaac Newton (d) Johannes Kepler 

71. 'Laissez faire' means; 

(a) Elelping the poor by taxing the rich 

(b) right to interfere 
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(c) a ix)Ucy of non-interference by the State 

(a) None of these 

72. Why are two blankets warmer than one? 

(fl) two blankets compress the air in between the 

body and the blankets and this compression 
produces heat 

(b) Kvo blankets have more wool and hence, pro¬ 
vide ^ater warmth 

(c) two blankets enclose air which does not allow 
the cold to penetrate 

((f) None of these 

73. Sowing season for Kharif crop is: 
August-September 
October-December 

(c) February-March 
((f) June-July 

74. The dates of National Calendar permanently cor¬ 
respond with the; 

(a) Mohammadan Calendar 

(b) Vikrami Calendar 

(c) Georgian Calendar 
((f) None of these 

75. The first recipient of the Nehru Award w'as: 

(a) Martin Luther King 

(b) Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 

(c) Mother Teresa 

(d) U Thant 

76. Saka era began in: 

(fl) 78 AD (b) 58 AD 

(c) 10 AD ((f) 170 AD 

77. What is laughing gas? 

(a) Carbon Dioxide 
(h) Nitrous Oxide 

(V) Hydrogen Peroxide 
((f) Sulphur Dioxide 

78. The official language of Bhutan is: 

(a) Bholi (b) English 

(f) Dzongkha (d) None of these 

79. Who said "Man is by nature a political animal"? 

(a) Churchill (b) Aristotle 

(c) IMato ((f) Rousseau 

80. A study which deals with the secret writing is 
known as: 

(a) Cryptography (b) Calligraphy 

(c) Secrctology (d) Cytology 

81. India is self-sufficient in minerals except: 

(a) Coal (b) Copper 

(c) Mica ((f) Manganese 

82. National Highway No. 4 connects: 

(a) Bombay-Nagpur 

(b) Bombay-Maclras 

(c) Bangalore-Mysore 
((f) Nagpur-Hyderabad 

83. Chashma Shahi in Kashmir was built by; 

(a) Akbar (b) Jehangir 

(c) Shahjahan (d) G.M. Shah 

84. Tea plantation was commercially started in India by: 


(a) Lord Cornwallis (b) Lord Dalhousie 
(c) Lord Irwin ((f) LordBentinck 

85. The term 'creamy layer' is associated with: 

(a) dairy products 

(b) biosphere 

(c) silting process 

(d) reservation for backward classes 

86. Prof Gaining, who has been chosen for the Inter¬ 
national award for promoting Gandhian values outside 
India, belongs to which country? 

(a) Italy (b) France 

(c) Russia ((f) Germany 

(e) U.K. 

87. Who is the present chairman of Atomic Energy 
Commission? 

(a) R. Chidambaram (b) P.K. Iyengar 
(c) A.N. Prasad (d) S.K. Manglik 

(e) V.R.Rao 

88. The Indian State which produces maximum rub¬ 
ber is; 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala (d) Tripura 

89. Sriperumbudur is the birthplace of: 

(a) Adi Sankaracharya 

(b) Ramanujam 

(c) Madhavacharya 

(d) Vailabhacharya 

(f) None of these 

90. The Movie "Little Buddha" is directed by: 

(a) Federico Fellini 

(b) Bernardo Bertuluc 

(c) Clint Eastwood 
((f) Ivory Merchant 

(f) None of these 

91. Which two countries have signed a pact recently 
on reducing the forces along the line of actual control? 

(aj India-Pak 

(/)) North Korea-South Korea 
(c) China-India 
((f) Iran-lraq 
(c) India-Bangladesh 

92. Which programme of (he Union Government 
covers, the Nursing mothers and development of 
children? 

(a) ICDS (b) CLRC 

(f) CBFC (d) DWCRA 

(c) BICP 

93. Dr V. Kurcin is associated with: 

(a) Yellow revolution 

(b) Dairy farming 

(c) Agriculture 
((f) Literature 
((') Medicine 

94. Mumps are caused by: 

(a) Bacteria (b) Virus 

(c) Fungi ((f) Protozoa 

(e) None of these 
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95. Which State is NOT part of the Cauvery waters 
dispute? 

(a) Mahara^tra (b) Karnataka 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Ail of these 

(c) None of these 

96. The recent accratance of d\e Mandal Commission 
Report by d\e Central Government constitutes how much 
per cent of jobs to be reserved for OBC's? 

(a) 20 (b) 29 

(c) 27 (d) 25 

(e) 23 

97. Who is the present Governor of West Bengal? 

(a) Mata Prasad 

(b) V.K.Nayar 

(c) Romesh Bhandari 

(d) DrAJR.Kidwai 

(e) K.V. Raghunatha Reddy 

98. Conjeevaram is in which State? 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kerala 

{d) Andhra Pradesh 
(c) Orissa 

99. Which country recently expressed remorse over 
the actions it committ^ during world war II? 

(a) U.S.A. (b) France 

(c) Russia <d) Germany 

(e) Japan 

100. Who is the present Chief of Naval Staff? 

(a) L.Ramda$ 

(b) V.S. Shekhawat 

(c) N.C.Suri 

(d) B.C.Joshi 

(e) S-K-Chand 

101. Kukis belong to which State? 

(a) Nagaland 

(b) Tripura 

(c) Manipur 

{d) Arunachal Pradesh 
(e) Mizoram 

102. Which of the following magazines selected Dr 
Manmohan Singh as die "1993 Finance Minister of the 
Year" award? 

(a) Asiamoney 

(b) London Economist 

(c) Illustrated Weekly of India 

(d) Economic Times 

(e) Readers Digest 

103. Which of the following is NOT a G-7 Nation? 

(a) Italy (b) Russia 

(c) Japan (d) Germany 

(e) Canada 

104. Hitendra Desai was a noted figure in which of 
the following fields? 

(a) Science & Technology 

(b) Literature 

(c) Social service 


fd) Journalism 
(e) Politics 

105. Which day is observed as International Literacy 
Day? 

(a) Oct4 (b) Septs 

(c) Sept 27 (d) Dec 10 

(e) June 5 

106. Which State is the largest producer of sugar¬ 
cane? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Uttar Pradesh 

(e) Madhya Pradesh 

107. August Kranti Rajdhani Express train runs be¬ 
tween which two terminal stations? 

(a) New Delhi-Howrah 

(b) New DeUii-Madras 

(c) New Delhi-Bombay 

(d) New Delhi-Mangalore 

(e) New Delhi-Hyderabad 

108. Which among the following is not a cash crop? 

(a) Groundnut (b) Jowar 

(c) Tobacco (d) Jute 

(e) Cotton 

109. Who was awarded the first Rajiv Ciandhi Na¬ 
tional Sadbhavana Award? 

(a) Mother Teresa 

(b) J.R.D.Tata 

(c) R.A. Mashclkar 

(d) AcharyaTulsi 

(e) BanooCoyaji 

110. As per the 1991 census report, which among the 
following States registered the highest population growth 
rate? 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Kerala (d) Bihar 

(e) Nagaland 

111. The third National Games were held at which of 
the following cities? 

(a) Bombay-Pune 

(b) Imphal-Moirang 

(c) Trivandrum-Kottayam 
(a) Caicutta-Nandigram 

- (e) Bangaiore-Mangalore 

112. Which mineral among the following accounts 
for the maximum value in the total value of the mineral 
production? 

(a) Gold (b) Copper 

(c) Iron Ore (d) Mica 

(e) Coal 

113. Earthquakes occur due to: 

(a) Too much pressure on land 

(b) Frequent occurrence of Cyclones 

(c) Unclerground Nuclear explosions 

(d) Movement of plates of earB\, which float on 
the hot volcaiuc mantle below the carfii sur¬ 
face 

(e) None of these 

114. Which among the following two schemes was 
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announced by Prime Minister on Independence Day? 

A. Rashtriya Mahila Kosh 

B. Mahila Samridhi Yojana 

(fl) Only A (b) OnlyB 

(cj Either A or B (d) BothA&B 
{e) Neither A nor B 

115. What target has been fixed for the foodgrain 
production (in million tonnes) of Rabi crop during 1993- 
94? 

(a) 82.5 (b) 101.5 

(c) 80.5 (d) 87.5 

(c) 103.5 

116. Who among the following is NOT associated 
with painting? 

(«) M.F. Hussain (b) Sonal Man Singh 

(c) Ram Kumar (ti) B. Prabha 

(«*) Mohan 

117. Which among the following best describes the 
term WHIP? 

(fl) It is a statement of official governni<>nt policy 
with a background documentation 

(b) A situation where all members of a p(>Iiticai 
party arc to be present compulsorily for 
voting 

(f) Suspension of ail the members of a political 
party for their unruly behaviour until the end 
of the running .ses.sion by the Lok Sabha 
5>peaker 

(d) iToclamation of emergency under article 352 
by the President 

(c) None of these 

118. Jericho & Gaza Strip were in the news recently 
because: 

(a) U.S.A. establi.shed its military base* 

(b) Under the Autonomy Plan, these were to be 
made autonomous regions of Israel 

(c) The PLO Chit?f and Israeli Prime Minister liad 
a secret meeting before signing “The Dc'clara- 
tion of Principles" 

(d) Deportation of over 400 Palestinians by Israel 

(e) None of those 

119. Solstice occurs during the months of: 

(fl) March-Sept. (b) |une-D4*c. 

(r) Jan-June (d) March-.April 

({?) None of these 

120. Operation Blackboard aims at: 

(fl) Providing Education to urban slum dw'cllers 

(b) Providing Primary Education in an educa¬ 
tionally backward area 

(f) Opening of new schools especially for female 
children 

(d) Promoting adult literacy 

(e) None of these 

121. Agriculture sector in India contributes how 
much per cent of Net National Product? 

(a) 50 (b) 20 

(c) 70 (d) 32 

(e) 90 

122. Unit of electric current is: 


(a) Ampere (b) Coulomb 

(c) Ohm (d) Volt 

(c) Watt 

123. The Idukki Hydro-Electric project is in; 

(fl) Orissa (b) K^ala 

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Uttar Pradesh 
(e) Tamil Nadu 

124. The Centenaiy celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi's 
visit to South Africa was celebrated in the month of: 

(fl) July'93 (b) August'93 

(c) Sept'93 (d) Oct'93 

(e) June'93 

125. Which of the following Vitamins helps in normal 
clotting of blood in human beings? 

(fl) A (b) C 

(c) D (d) E 

(р) K 

126. Which of the following groups is opposing the 
plantation of Eucalyptus trees? 

(fl) Wild life protection group 

(b) Paper Manufacturers 
(r) Environmentalists 

(d) Matches manufacturers 

127. "Biosphere Reserve Project" is aimed at: 

(fl) protecting flora and fauna 

(b) protecting human beings from pollution 

(с) protecting Environment 

(d) protecting cattle population 

128. “Greenhouse effect" is due to: 

(fl) Carbon dioxide 

(h) Sulphur dioxide 

(c) Oxygen 

(d) rate gases 

129. The human heart-beat per minute at an average is: 

(fl) 60 (h) 72 

(c) 80 (d) 90 

130. Aquaculture refers to: 

(fl) Culture of fish 

(b) Culture of prawn 

(o) Culture of sea weeds 

(d) Cultureof water-living form 

131. The number of naturally occurring amino acids 
found in protein is: 

(fl) 15 (b) 25 

(c) 20 (d) 12 

132 The powerhouse of cell is: 

(fl) l.ysosomc (b) Ribosome 

(c) Mitochondria (d) Centriole 

133. 1 lormones are normally absent in: 

(fl) monkey (b) rat 

(c) cat (d) bacteria 

134. Which of the following is water-borne disease:? 

(fl) Cholera (b) Influenza 

(c) Small pox (d) Malaria 

135. Leukemia is: 

(fl) Blood cancer (b) JaumiKi' 
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(c) Eye disease (d) Skin disease 

136. Which oxide of Nitrogen is used as anaesthetic? 

(a) Nitrogen dioxide 
{b) Nitric oxide 

(c) Nitrous oxide 

(d) Nitrogen pentoxide 

137. Which pair is NOT correctly matched? 

(fl) Insulin—Diabetes 

(b) Virus—Aids 

(c) Jaundice—Kidney 

(d) Bacteria—^Typhoid 

138. The injection of "anti-toxin" is given to prevent: 

(a) typhoid {b) tuberculosis 

(c) tetanus (d) measles 

139. The Vitamin which is vital for clotting of blood is: 

(a) Vitamin C (b) Vitamin D 

(c) Vitamin A (d) Vitamin K 

140. The hardest substance available on earth is: 


(a) Coal (b) Gold 

(c) Diamond (d) Platinum 

141. Urea is used as a: 


(a) fertilizer (6) insecticide 

(c) food (d) medicine 

142. The nature of Graphite is: 

(a) slippery (b) hard 

(c) liquid (d) None of these 

143. Which one of the following is used for dating 
archaeological specimens in wood and bones? 

(a) Uranium-238 (b) Argon Isotope 

(c) Carbon-14 (d) Carbon-13 

144. Stainless steel is an alloy of: 

(а) Iron and Nickel 

(б) Iron and Chromium 

(c) Iron and Zinc 

(d) Iron and Aluminium 

145. The gas used in an electric bulb is: 

(fl) Nitrogen (b) Hydrogen 

(c) Oxygen (d) Inert gas 

146. Hardware is related to; 


(a) Calculator (b) Dress items 

(f) Acids (d) Computer 

147. The trade name IBM is associated with: 


(fl) Motorcars (b) Scooters 

(r) Fridge (d) Computers 

148. Vinegar is an aqueous solution of: 

(a) oxalic acid 

(b) citric acid 

(c) acetic acid 

(d) hydrochloric acid 

149. The satellite Aryabhatta was built at: 

(a) Thumba (b) Bangalore 

(r) Sriharikota (d) I lassan 

150. Eighth Five Year Plan covers the period; 

(a) 1990-95 (b) 1991-96 

(c) 1992-97 (d) 1989-94 
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Corrections 


Jan '94 issue, pages 499-501 

The correct answers to questions 27,49 and 58 are; 

(a), (d) and (c) respectively. 

The mistakes arc regretted. 

—Editor 


OBJECn^’TYPE QUESnONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


Q. 1«10. Find the value of (?). 


1 - 46-.046 , 

^■'0046 + 4.6 

(a) .414 (b) 4.14 (c) 414 

(d) NcMie of these 

2. (41 of 3.5)+ (2.5of?) = 2j 

(a) 2.68 (b) 2| (c) l| 

(d) None of these 

3. 4i-3il = ? 

(n) 24 (b) 22 (c) 15 

id) None of these 


4. = ? 


{a) 4 (b) 10 (c) 31” 

(if) None of these* 

5. 3^%- (3V-27-? 

(fl) 0 (b) 81 (c) -26 

(f/) None of these 

6. (4444)^ - (4443)^-^ ? 

(fl) 8887 (i.) 8787 (r) 7788 

(rf) None of these 

7. Let m and n be two whole nos. If m" = 36 then 


{a) 10 (b) 12 

(c) 64 

(d) 16 

„ a / .081 .484 , 

V.0(i64^6.25=- 



(a) 0.99 (b) 0.09 

(c) 198 

(d) 0.00*1 

(7.59)2-(5.23)2 ^ 
3-O.M 



(a) 12.28 (b) 12.82 

10. 1.25:?::?:0.05 

(c) 18.12 

{d) 18.21 

(a) 2.5 (b) 0.25 . 

(c) 0.52 



(d) None of these 

Q. 11-15. In each of the following number series, a 
wrong number is given. Find out that number. 

11. 12,24,72,288,576,1724,6912,13824 
(a) .576 (b) 6912 (c) 1724 

(d) 24 (c) h 


12. 15,45,40,120,125,345,340,1020 

(a) 340 (b) 345 (c) 1020 

{d) 125 (e) 45 

13. 52,40,53,39,54,38,55,36 

(a) 40 (b) 54 (c)36 

(d) 55 (e) 39 

14. 2,4,18,120,830,8580,85794 

(a) 120 (b) 830 (c) 85794 

{d) 4 (e) 8580 

15. 17010,3780, 945,260,90,36,18,12 

(a) 3780 (b) 260 (c) 17010 

(rf) 945 (c) 18 

16-20. In each of the following questions, an equa¬ 
tion is given which is written in four parts. The four 
parts are numbered as (1), (2), (3) and (4). One of die four 
parts may not yield the same result as the remaining 
three parts give, if so, find out that part If all die parts 
give die same result Le., there is no error, write the 
aiiswer (5). _ 

16. 7550 + 20 = 30x4-9.5XS^/SIOO-17.5 

(1) (2) (3) 

= -—-1.5 Noerror 

(4) (5) 

17. 45% of 500 = (3 X 5)^ = 17^ - 8^ = 27 x 11 - 42 

-(1) (2) (3) (4) 

No error 

(■ 5 ) 

18. 35xll0=43xl5 x 2 + 260 x 6 = 9600 + 4 + 1450 

0) (2) (3) 

= 50 x50 + ^ 2430 No error 


(4) (5) 

19. ^5.76 - 2-87 = 1^ = (2.2) ^ - (1.5)^ 

(1) (2) (3) 

= 156.18 + 234.23 - 388.71 No error 

(4) (5) 

20. IX 5200 = 25 X 26 of 20 = 410 x 20 - 256 -144 

(1) (2) (3) 

= 35 X 200 +1500 - 700 No error 
(4) (5) 
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21. The ratio between the ages of Rita and Suneeta at 
present is 3:4. After 5 years, die ratio of ttieir ages will be 

4 :5. What is the present age of Suneeta? 

(a) 10 years (b) 15 years 

(c) 25 years (d) 20 years 

22. A sum of money is divided among A, B and C in 
the ratio 2; 5; 8 . If the total share of A and B together is Rs 
1000 less than C's share, what is A's share in it? 

(n) RslOOO (h) Rs2000 (c) Rsl 8 (X) 

(d) Rsl500 

23. If A can walk a certain distance in 40 days when 
he ta kes rest 9 hours each day; how much long will he take 
to walk the same distance twice as fast and rest twice as 
long each day? 

(a) 50 days (b) 45 days (c) 38 days 
(</) 16 days 

9 

24. The simple interest on a sum of money is — of the 

principal and the rate per cent is equal to the number of 
years. Find the rate per cent. 

(«) 7^% (b) 5% (c) 9% (d) 6% 

25. By selling 480 m cloth for Rs 225, a man made a 
profit equal to the cost price of 72 metres of cloth. Find the 
profit %. 

(a) 16% (b) 20% (c) 15% (d) 25% 

26. Find the minimum number of square tiles of 
equal size for the floor of a room which is 1 m 4 dm 7 cm 
long and 1 m 8 dm 2 cm wide. 

(a) 250 (b) 266 (c) 145 

(d) None of these 

27. The price of 14 oranges is equal to the price of 6 
apples. The price of 5 apples is equal to the price of 28 
bananas. The price of 16 bananas is equal to the price of 5 
mangoes. If the price of 1 mango is 24 paise, what is the 
price of an orange? 

(a) 18 paise (b) 25pai.se (c) 35 paise 

(d) 20 paise 

28. Find out two nos. each consisting of four digits 
whose H.C.F. is 221 and L.C.M. is 46189. 

(fl) 2431,4199 (b) 2537,1493 

(c) 2413,1497 (d) None of these 

29. 100 men can sit m a room which is 25 metres long 
and 9.8 metres wide. If a man needs 12.25 cubic metres of 
air space, find the height of the room. 

(a) 10 m (fc) 15 m (c) 5 m (d) 7.2 m 

30. A and D together started a busines.s. A invested Rs 
200 more than B. A invested money for 4 months and B for 

5 months. If A got Rs 30 more than B out of the total profit 
of Rs 210, then find out the investment of A. 

(fl) Rs400 (b) RsSOO (c) Rs.5.50 (d) Rs300 

31. If 20 men or 25 women or 30 boys can do a piece 
of work in 16 days by working 10 hours a day, then how 


many men with 10 women and 18 boys can do 3 - 

times the same work in 76 days by working 8 hours 
daily? 

(a) 35 men (fc) 30 men (c) 40 men 
(d) None of these 

32. The ratio of milk and water in three glasses of 
equal size is 5 : 2, 3 : 1 and 7 : 3. If all the mixtures are 
mixed, then find out the ratio of milk and water in the new 
mixture so formed. 

(fl) 101:39 (h) 95 :81 (c) 35.47 

(d) None of these 

33. The income of a man increased by Rs 400 and 
income tax decreased from 5 p to 3 paise per Re, so he had 
to pay the same amount of income-tax as before. Find out 
his original income. 

(fl) Rs700 (&) Rs600 (c) Rs550 

(d) Rs900 

34. The ratio of a two-digit number and the sum of its 
digits is 5 :1. If the digit at unit's place is 1 more than the 
digit at ten's place, find out that number. 

(fl) .34 (b) 56 (c) 45 

(d) None of these 

35. How much money will n man get by selling Rs 

5000 of 4 stock at 5 -* % premium? (Br. ^%) 

2 o H 

(fl) RsSOOO {b) Rs 6.500 (c) Rs 52.50 

(d) Rs75(X) 

36. A cow is tied at the corner of a ri'ctangular field 
with a rope 10.5 m long. How much of the grass outside 
the field can it graze? 

7 

(fl) 3.50 sq m (li) 2.59 - sq m 

O 

(c) 267 ^ f>t| m (d) 275 sq m 

37. The ratio of the annual income of two men is 9:7 
and theratioof the expenditures 4:3. Ifeach of them saves 
Rs 200 every year, find out their annual income. 

■ (fl) Rs 1800, Rs 1400 (b) Rs 1350, Rs 1050 

(c) Rs 3600, Rs. 2800 (d) None of these 

12 *'^ 27''^ 

38. Find out the value of — 57 —— rr- —rr 

18'^. 81'^ 

(a) 2 “^*’ (b) 3^'- (c) 2 ''^ 

(d) None of these 

39. If a = 2 + Vs, find the value of a^ + -~ 

or 

(fl) 20 (b) 29 (c) 14 (d) 26 

40. Find the .'square-root of x (x -1) (x - 2) (x - 3) +1 

(fl) x^-4x + l (b) x^-3x + l 

(c) x^ + 2x + 3 (d) x^ - 5x +1 

41-45. Study the table carefully and answer the ques- 
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tioiu based on it 

Yearly production of scooters in different fiictories 


Factories 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

A 

20 

15 

24 

13 

17 

B 

16 

23. 

41 

20 

15 

C 

14 

21 

30 

16 

12 

D 

25 

17 

15 

12 

22 

E 

40 

32 

^39 

41 

35 


41. In which year, the production of scooters of all 
factories was equal to the average no. of scooters 
produced during 1985-1989? 

(fl) 1985 (fr) 1986 (c) 1987 

(d) 1988 (c) 1989 

42. Which factory showed a decrease of 25% in the 
production of scooters in 1989 as compared to 1988? 

(n) B ( 6 ) D (f) BandC 

id) E (e) A 

43. What is the ratio of production of scooters of 
factory A to that of factory E in 1985? 

(a) 2:3 (6)1:2 (c)3:2 (d)2;l 

44. In which of the given years, there was maximum 
production of scooters? 

(a) 1989 (b) 1986 (c) 1987 

id) 1985 (c) 1988 

45. In which year, the total production of scwters of 
all factories was 20 % of the total production of scooters 
during 1985-1989? 

(a) 1988 ( 6 ) 1985 (c) 1986 

id) 1989 (c) 1987 

46-50. Study the graph carefully and answer the fol¬ 
lowing questions based on it. 

Productions (in tons) 


1200 

1000 

800 

600 

400 

200 

0 



46. The percentage increase in the production from 
1981-82 to 1987-88 is: 

(a) 600% (b) 500% (c) 1000% (d) 300% 

47. During which year, the per cent increase in the 
production is highest as compared to the previous year? 


(a) 1982-83 (b) 1984-85 (c) 1986-87 (d) 1981-82 

48. During which year, the per cent increase in the 
production is lowest as compared to the previous year? 

(a) 1984-85 (b) 1985-86 (c) 1987-88 (d) 1986-87 

49. The production during 1980-81 was; 

(a) zero (b) below 200 

(c) higher than 200 (d) cannot say 

50. The percentage of decrease in the production 
from 1984-85 to 1985-86 is: 

(a) 10 ( 6 ) 111 (c) 88 | (d) 20 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) Z (b) 3. (b) 

4. (a) Use (a + b)^ - (a - b)^ = 4ab 

5. (a) 6 . (a) 7. (c) 8 . (a) 9. (b) 

10 . (b) 

11. (c) 12x2 = 24;24 x 3 = 72;72 x 4 = 288;288 x 2 = 576; 

576 X 3 = 1728; 1728 x 4 = 6912; 6912 x 2 = 13824. 
1724 is wrong. It should be 1728. 

12. (d) 15x3 = 45;45 - 5 = 40;40x3 = 120; 120-5-115; 

115 X 3 345; 345 - 5 = 340; 340 x 3 -1020. 

125 is wrong. It should be 115. 

13. (c) 52-12 = 40; 40+ 13 = 53; 53- 14 = 39; 

39+15 = 54;54-16 = 38;38 +17 = 55; 

55-18 = 37. 

36 is wrong. It should be 37. 

14. (b) 2x5~6 = 4;4x6-6= 18,18x7-6 = 120; 

120 X 8 - 6 = 954; 954 X 9 - 6 = 8580; 

8580x10 - 6 = 85794. 

830 is wrong. It should be 954. 

15. (h) 12x| = 18;18x2 = 36;36x| = 90;90 x 3 = 270; 

270 XI = 945; 945 x 4 = 3780; 3780 x | = 17010. 

260 is wrong. It should be 270. 

16. (4) 17. (4) 18. (5) 19. (3) 20. (2) 

21 . (d) 22 . (b) 

23. (a) /.sf rase; A walks 15 hrs a day and takes a rest for 9 
hrs 

find case: A walks 6 hrs a day and rest for 18 hrs 
Time for walking Speed No. of days 
15 hrs X 40 

6 hrs 2 x y 


Less time more days 6:15 

More speed less days 2x: x 
40x15 XX 

y 


6 x 2 x 

24. (a) LetP = Rsl00 

n, lOOXXXX 2 
-- 100 “'“ 


= 50 days 
R = x% p.a. 


::40: y 


T = x years 
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A.T.S.x^ = :^xlOO = “ 
16 4 


15 „1 
orx= —*7;r 
2 2 


21 3 117 

Water in the new mixture “ f"*" 4 ^ 


25. (c) S. P. of 480 m of cloth = C.P. of 480 m + C.R of 

72 m 

Profit % = ^x 100 »15 

26. (b) L = 2 m 4 dm 7 cm = 247 tm 

B = 1 m 8 dm 2 cm = 182 cm 
Side of a square tile = H.C.F. of 247 and 182 
= 13 cm 


No. of tiles = 


Area of floor 247 x 182 


13x13 


27. (a) Let x paisc = 1 orange 

14 oranges = 6 apples 
5 apples = 28 bananas 
16 bananas = 5 mangoes 
1 mango = 24 paise 

1x6 x 28 x 5 x 24 . 

28. (a) Let the no.s. be 221 x and 221 y 

221xx221y = 221x46189 
xy = 209 
(1,209) (11,19) 

Keqd. 4 digit nos. are (221 x 11,221 x 19) 

i.e. 2431,4199 

29. (c) 100 men need air space = 100 x 12.25 = 1225 cu m 

Vol.ofrootn 1225 

Height of the 

30. (b) A gets Rs. 30 more than B. 

A's profit = 30 + 1 (210 - 30) = Rs 120 
120 

A's profit for 1 month = = Rs 30 

B's profit = Rs 90 .-. B's profit for 1 month 

Ratio of profits = Ratio of the investments for 1 
month = 30:18 = 5:3 
Difference = 5-3 = 2 

.•. A's investment =• -| x 200 = Rs 500 

31. (b) 

32. (a) Let the mixture in each glass be 1 litre 

5 2 

Milk in 1st glass = 7 water = ■" / 

3 1 

In .second glass, milk = ~ /, water = -1 
7 3 

In third glass, milk = jq // water = — 1 
Milk in the new mixture “ 7 4 ^ ~ ^ 


Milk: Water in die new mixture = 


303 117 


----,140 140 

= 101:39 

33. (b) 34. (c) 

35. (c) Amount realised by selling Rs 100 stock 

= 100 + 5|-~ = Rsl05 

o o 

Amount realised by selling Rs 5000 stock 

105 

=-J^x 5000 = Rs 5250 
3 j 

36. (b) Reqd area = Area of shaded portion = - x nr^ 

r = 10.5 m 

3 22 2079 7 

= I X y X10.5 X 10.5 = = 259 ^ sq m 

37. (a) Let the 1st man's income be Rs9x and other man's 

income = Rs 7x 

Qv — A 

Saving = Rs 200 .-. A.T.S. g= | .-. x = 200 

Isl man's income =r 9x = 9 x 200 = Rs 1800 
2nd man's income = 7x = 7 x 200 = Rs 1400 

38. (a) 

39. (cH-2*<3 


a + ■ = 4 On squaring /r + -^ + 2 = 16 


.-. <i‘+~ = 14 

40. (b) x(x-l)(x-2)(x-3)+ 1 

= X (x -3) (X -1) (x - 2) + 1 
= (x‘ - 3x) (x" - 3x t 2) + I Let - .3x = a 
= a (a + 2) +1 

= a^ + 2a + 1 = (a + l)^ = (x'^-3x + l)^ 

.-. Reqd .square-root = x^ -.^x + 1 

41. {a) 42. (c) 43. (b) 44. (c) 45. (b) 

46. .(b) PrixJuction increased from 200 tons to 1200 tons 

1(V1A 

.’. Per cent increase = x 100 = 500% 

zuu 

21X) 

47 . {a) Per cent increase during 1982-83 = 2^^100 

= 100 % 

7nn 

during 1983-84 = -|~ x 100 = 50% 
during 1984-85 = |“ x 100 = 50% 

oUU 

during 1986-87 = ~ x 100 = 25% 
oOU 

2on 

during 1987-88 = x 100 = 20% 
lUUU 

48. (c) 49. (d) 50. (b) 
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GENERAL IN1ELUGCNCE 


TEST OF REASONING-4 


nnd out the missing numbers in questions given 
below: 


7; 6 ; 11; 32;...; 634 



(a) 317 (b) 127 

(e) 147 

1;0;2;3;3;...;4;15 

(£•) 211 

(d) 129 

{«) 3 {b) S 

(r) 12 

17; 20; 26; 35; 47;... 

(c) 8 

(d) 10 

ifl) 59 (fc) 62 

(r) 55 

21; 24;...; 18; 3.5; 12; 42 

(c) 65 

(d) 68 

(a) 11 (/;) 22 

(f) 28 

11; 12; 14; 18; ...;42 

(c) 17 

(d) 30 

(a) 24 (b) 36 

(r) 32 

17; .36; 19; 31; 12;...; 11 

(c) 28 

(d) 26 

(a) 15 do 21 

(r) 18 

1; 19; 4;...; 9; 15; 16; 13 

(0 23 

(d) 25 

(a) 7 do 11 

(i-) 18 

19; 20;...; 25; 29; 34 

(c) 17 

id) 2 

(a) IS (b) 19 

(r) 23 

(c.) 21 

(d) 22 


Find out the right number for the bracket: 

9. 7(85)6. :9(...) 1 

(a) 82 (b) 100 (c) 99 (J) 80 

(c) 78 

10.6(81) 3 ;; 3 (...)5 

(fl) 15 (b) 64 (c) 34 (d) 81 

ie) 78 

Match the right parts according to similar relation¬ 
ship among numbers: 

11. 25:125 {a) 39:77 

12.11:121 (b) 4 ; 8 

13. 47 : 93 (c) 100:49 

14.3:27 (d) 1:1 

15.42:20 (c) 10:1000 

+ Means 'is greater than' 

X Means 'is smaller than' 

Means 'is equal to' 

- Means 'is not equal to' 

16. If a + b; b X c and c + d then 


(a) a + c (b) a + c 

(c) axe (d) None of these 

17. If a + cd; d xb and c + d then 

(a) b + c ( 6 ) cxb 

(c) c + b (d) None of these 

18. If ab X be and c d then 

(a) d - 1 - a (6) d X a 

(f) d + a (d) None i>f these 

Numbers in questions 19 to 21 follow the same ar¬ 
rangement. Find out the missing numbers; 


19. 



3 


7 


49 





{a) 106 
(c) 87 


m 92 
(d) 100 


20 . 



— 

6 

j 

2 

64 

? 


36 



(a) 4 

(f) 2 


m 8 

(d) 16 


21 . 



f 


4 

196 

16 


100 



(«) 105 (b) 64 

((') 20 (d) 10 

Find out the missing numbers and letters: 

22 . 


(a) 21 



(d) 39 


23. 


26 

L 

17 

Q 

i 

7 

K 

21 

N 

14 

? 


11 


(fl) 


12 


(b) 


12 


(c) 


10 


(rf) 


10 


u u ' ' V 
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Find dte odd-man out: 


24. (a) KNPQ 
(d) MPST 

(b) TWYZ 
(e) HKMN 

(c) BEGH 

25. (a) WSVT 
(d) QMPN 

(b) PKNL 
(e) FBEC 

(c) KGJH 

26. (a) LKHG 
(d) AZWV 

(b) SRNM 
(p) UTQP 

(c) QPML 

27. (a) FDBG 
(d) DBZE 

(b) MKIN 
(p) QOLR 

(c) TROV 

28. (a) NMRQ 
(d) GFKJ 

(b) TSXW 
(p) CBHG 

(c) QPVU 


For questions 29 to 32, 'RECRUITMENT' is the base 
word. 

> 29. How many letters have a repeated performance 
in die word? 

(a) 1 {b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

(p) None of these 

30. If all the letters were to be arranged alphabetical¬ 
ly, which letter would be exactly in the middle? 

(a) L (b) M (c) N (d) ‘O 

(р) None of these 

31. In this alphabetical arrangement, the letter to the 
left of 6th letter from the end would be: 

(a) K (b) L (c) M (d) N 

(с) None of these 

32. Which two letters in the word have as many let¬ 
ters between them as in the alphabetical order? 

(a) E&I (b) R&T (c) T&U (d) R&M 

(c) None of these 

33. Which letter in the alphabets from A to Z is third 
to the left of 17th letter from the left? 

(«) S (b) K (c) L (d) J 

(c) N 

Which set of letters, if inserted serially in the blanks 
would complete the series? 

34. bca-ac-bb-aaacb- 


(a) aacb 

(b) bacb 

(c) abbe 

(d) abeb 

35. c-baccaba-ca-accab- 



(a) beba 

(b) aeba 

(c) acca 

(d) baba 

36. b-cabcc-b-cabcca-c 



(a) ebbe 

(b) bebe 

(c) cacb 

(d) cabb 


In each of the following questions, each lead word 
is followed by five words based in some way on its 
letters. Your task is to find the odd-man out: 

37. PUBLICATION 

(a) TIN (b) PUB (c) UON- (d) CAT 

(p) TUB 

3B. IMPROVED 

(a) IMP (b) MOP (c) DIP (d) RED 

(p) DIM 

39. CATEGORY 

(a) TORY (b) TRACE (c) CAGE 

id) CRATE (P) CREATE 

40. BIRTHDAY 


(a) FRIDAY (b) DEATH 

(c) THIRD (d) BRIGHT (e) SHIRT 

41. SEPTEMBER 

(fl) SWEET (b) REMEMBER 

(c) TIMBER (d) speed 

(p) STRAP 

42. If'FERTILE'is coded as'FhdJUSFG'then TRINT' 
would be: 

(a) UOJDP (b) UOJSQ (c) USJMQ 

(d) QSJOU (p) UMJSQ 

43. If 'MERCHANT' is 'NDSBIZOS' then CANCER is 

(a) BZMBDQ (b) BBMBDQ (c) DBODFS 

(d) DZMBFS (e) DZOBFQ 

In the following c|uestions find out the right code 
for the letter enclosed in box: 


(fl) y 

(fr) q 

(c) k 

(d) m 

(p) u 

45. s rg 

(fl) V 

1 D E 
(b) j 

(c) y 

id) k 

(P) w 

46. C L 
(fl) j 

E A [R] 

(b) u 

(c) m 

(d) b 

(f) y 

47. C H 
(n) y 

E S T 
(b) o 

(f) w 

(d) P 

(p) u 
48. F L 
(fl) P 

A S [IT] 

(b) g" 

(c) w 

(d) m 


j.rM] I 

^ p 


R T II 
(b) b 


Questions 50 and 51 are based on the given figure: 



50. How many squares are there in the figure? 

(a) 6 (b) 8 (c) 10 (d) 11 

(p) None of these 

51. Count the number of triangles in the figure: 

(a) 16 (b) 20 (c) 24 (d) 26 

(p) Nontofth^ 

52. The average age of three brothers, Abhay, Bhanu 
and Chand is 42 years. Abhay is 5 years younger than 
Chand who is four years older than Bhanu. What is the 
age of Bhanu? 

(a) 38 (b) 39 (c) 40 (d) 43 

(p) None of th^* 

53. In a herd of 164 goats, 93 have black colour, 80 
white and 74 brown. If no goat is of more than two 
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colours, how many goats are there that have two colours? 
(a) 83 (b) 78 

(c) 71 (d) 90 

(e) None of these 

54. UA'sbirthday is on 4th September, B's on 8th July, 
C’s on 28th October, D's on 7th December and E's on 25tf\ 
Jan, which two birthdays will fall on the same day of the 
week every yrar? 

(a) AandC (b) BandD 

(c) BandC (d) BandE 

(e) CandE 

In the figure given below, the square represents 
beautiful buildings, the triangle big buildings, Ae circle 
old building and the rectangle buildings occupied by 
offices. Each section of the figure is numbered. Answer 
questions 55 to 57 on the basis of the study of the figure: 


{ 4 


55. Which number represents big old buildings that 
arc beautiful as well and arc not occupied by offices? 

(fl) 2 ■ (b) 10 (f) 6 (J) 7 

(P) 11 

56. Which number represents the big old buildings 
occupied by offices which are not beautiful? 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (c) 7 (d) 3 

(r) 4 

57. Which of the following does number '1' repre¬ 
sent? 

(a) Big old buildings <KCupied by offices. 

{h) Beautiful small buildings occupied by offices. 

(c) Big beautiful buildings used by offices. 


(d) Small beautiful buildings not used by offices. 

(c) None of these 

On the basis of the relationship among items match 
the items mentioned in questions with correct set of 
circles: 

58. beverages: tea : coffee 


o°o 


59. jug: water: pitcher 


60. skull: brain : head 


61. colleges: students: famou'- 


“ od 


62. groundnuts; cashewnuts: w.ilnuts 


63. mushrooms ; white; edible 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You 
have to find out which of the answer figures would fit in place of the question-mark in the Problem Figures: 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER ncURES 


□ AO 


C=3 X 


oi e 


□ A on 


D o ■ 

+ 


d 1=1 4) 


® ® © 
CM 



© C3 ® 
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1. (b) TTie arrangement is (number x 1)-1; (number X 2)-]; 

(number X 3) 

2. (c) 'niearrariMmentisl;]* —1;2;2’-1;3;3‘-1;... 

3. (b) Co cm admng 3,6,9, 12, 15... to numbers. 

4. (e) There are two series, 21; 28; 35; 42 and 24; 18; 12;... 

5. (d) Each number is double minus 10 of the preceding num¬ 

ber. 

6. (c) Each altenratc number is the total of numbi^TS on its right 

and left. 

7. (c) Again there are two scries, 1^; 2^ 3^... and 19; 17; 15; 13... 

8. (d) Go on adding 1,2,3,4... to numbers. 

9. (a) Add squares of numbers cm right and left. 

10. (b) The number in the bracket is the square of total of num¬ 

bers outside bracket. 

11. (b) Tire numbers arc x*:x^. 

12. (d) The relationship Ls X; 

13. (a) Each next number is one less thair double of the first one. 

14. (e) The lelatioirship is x: x®. 

15. (c) Next number is half-1 of its preceding number. 

16. (c) 17. (b) 18. (c) 

19. (d) Ewimp/c.-7Ms49;3^is9and(3 + 7)^ = 100 

20. (a) 21. (d) 

22. (c) The number attached to outer numbers is two more than 

total of outer numbers. 

23. (b) Letters go zig-zagging dropping cme extra letter in each 

step and correspcmding numbm follow from the other 
end. 

24. (d) 25. (h) 26. (b) 27. (c) 

28. (f) 29. (c) 30. (c) 31. (c) 

32. (a) 33. (c) 

34. (d) The arrangement is bcaa/acbb/bcaa/acbb... 

35. (b) cabac/cabac/cabac... 


36. (c) bcca/bcca/... 

37. (c) hr other word.s the order of letters picked up for forminji 

words has not been chatrged. 

38. (d) In other words, tire letters used from the lead-word are in 

alphabetical order. 

39. («•) In other words, all the letters arc from lead-word. This oirt 

has an extra 'H'. 

40. (c) hr other words, there is one letter which is not from tht 

lead-word. This cme has none. 

41. (i>) Others have cme out-side letter, this one has two. 

41 (b) Reverse the order of letters and use next letters as Uieii 
code. 

43. (e) Use one next and one preceding letter as code. 


44. to 49. Sort out common letters 
them with common code letters. 

in words and match 

44. (6) 45. (6) 

46. (t/) 

47. (p) 

48. («) 49. (c) 

52. (e) (Answer is 41) 

50. (d) 

51. (f) 

53. (a) 54. (c) 

55. (6) 

56. (d) 

57. (b) 58. D 

61. E 62.A 

59. F 

63. C 

60. B 


64. to 73. For answering these questions study melt in¬ 
dividual figure carefully. Note its movement which may be 
clockwise, anti-cloclmisc, sidcioays, up and doion, diagonaUy oi 
along certain points. It may rotate or change shape according tc 
a pattern. It may also get bigger or smaller. Then reach thi 
jbol-proof conclusion: 

64.C 65.A 66. C 67.E 

68 . B 69. A 70. D 71. B 

72. A 73. E 
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GENERAL INTBiJeENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—E 


Find die odcU-man out: 

1 . (a) river 

(b) glader 
(cj mountain 

(a) brook 
(e) cyclone 

2. {a) Zail Singh 

(b) Rajgopalacharya 

(c) Dr Kajendra Prasad 
{<0 V.V.Giri 

(e) Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy 

3. (a) love 

(b) adore 

(c) hate 
Id) like 

(e) look-after 

4. (fl) lamb 
Q>) pig 

(c) cub 

(d) calf 
(c) infant 

5. {a) gold 

(b) silver 

(c) bronze 

(d) zinc 

(c) copper 

6 . (a) Calcutta 

(b) Lucknow 

(f) Agra 

(d) laipiir 
(V) Jabalpur 

7. (d) England 

(b) Japan 

(c) New Zealand 

(d) Iceland 

(e) Finland 

8. (fl) chcKolates. 

(b) bread 
(cj cake 

(a) pastry 

(c) biscuits 

Items given in questions 9-16 have a definite 
alationship. Your task is to tick-mark the choice with 
ifflilar relationship. 

9. tree; environment 

(a) oxygen: gas 
fb) water: hsh 

(c) star:space 

(d) antiseptic: wound 

10. shoes: chappa Is 

(a) kurta: shirt 

(b) pen; ink 


(c) water:wine 

(a) flowers: plants 

11 . boat:water 

(d) meteor;space 

’ fb) aeroplane: aerodrome 

(c) train:engine 
{d) bus: passengers 

12 . height: depth 

(d) rude: nature 

(b) shrink: stretch 

(c) cheat:boast 

(d) run:jump 

1.3. flower: garland 

(d) quilt: winter 

(b) umbrella: rain 

(c) brick:house 

(d) seconds: minutes 

14. needle: stitch 

(a) letter: message 

(b) teeth:chew 
(cj iron:hammer 
{a) gold: ornaments 

15. cream: milk 

(d) coaltar: road 

(b) fruit: tree 
(r) paper: book 

(d) oil: coconut 

16. sinner: hell 

(d) doctors: hospital 

(b) gods: heaven 

(c) insane: asylum 

(d) birds: sky 

For the questions given below, mark your answers as 
follows: 

(d) One is the cause of the other. 

(b) One is the source of the other. 

(c) Both are opposites. 

(d) Both belong to the same category. 

(c) One is dependent on the other. 


17. influenza: germs. 



(fl) □ 

(b) □ (c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

18. furniture; doors. 



(«) □ 

{b) □ (c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 

19. addiction: drugs. 



(fl) □ 

(b) □ (c) □ 

(d) □ 

(c) □ 

20 . sun: 

: light. 



(fl) □ 

(b) □ (c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 


21 . army: border security' force. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 
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22. factories: power. 


(«) □ (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) g 

(e) □ 

23. alert:dull. 

.. 



(fl) Q (b) □ 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) □ 


Five doctors Ved, Pumima, Mukesh, Ashok and 
Shailbala are heart specialist, cancer specialist, 
neurologist, physio-therapisf and dentist Match the 
right parts on ttie basis of the information given: 

Ved and Mukesh are not neurologist or 
physiotherapist. 

No woman is heart specialist or cancer specialist 

Mukesh and Ashok arc not denti.st or cancer specialist 


Pumima is not neurologist and Shailbala is not dentist 
Ashok is not physiotherapist 


24. Dr Ved 

25. DrPunutna 

26. Dr Mukesh 

27. Dr Ashok 

28. Dr Shailbala 


(A) heart specialist 

(B) cancer specialist 

(C) neurologist 

(D) physiotherapist 

(E) denti.st 


Four cousins, Deepak, Pooja, Saurabh and Gauiav have 
different hobbies and play different games. The hobbies 
they are interested in are stoty*reading, music, watching TV 
serials and going to movies. The children play cricket, bad¬ 
minton, hockey and fly kites. Read the following informa¬ 
tion and answer the questions tihat follow: 


Saurabh and Gaurav do not like TV serials or movie.s. 


Pooja and Saurabh do not play cricket or hockey, 
l^epak and Gaurav do not read stories or fly kites. 
Saurabh does not play badminton. 

Music lover does not like to play hockey. 

The badminton player dews not watch TV serials. 

29. What is Deepak's hobby and which game does he 
play? 

(<j) TV .serial: hockey 

(b) music: badminton 

(c) movies: cricket 

(d) music: cricket 

30. What arc Saurabh's interests? 

(a) music .‘kites 

(b) music: badminton 
(f) stories: hockey 
(d) stories: kites 

31. Who likes movies and which game docs that per¬ 
son play? 

(a) Deepak: hockey 

(b) Pooja: badminton 

(c) Pooja: kites 

(d) Deepak; cricket 

32. Who likes music? 

(a) Gaurav 

(b) Saurabh 
(cj Pooja 
(a) Deepak 


_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

_ ryif I ' 

In questions given bkow, a sitmtim has been e^kmed in 
a Jew statements followed by a conclusion, "tou have to say 
whether the conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(h) is only a long drawn one. 

(cj definitely does not follow from the statements, 
(fl) can't say a.s the information provide is iiukle- 
quate. 

Note: Your anstvers slmdd only be in the light of the stab:- 
ments given. 

Statements: 

33. 1. Good-tempered persons arc popular. 

2. Leela, a film-star has a lot of teen-ager fans. 

Conclusion: l-eela is good tempered. 

(a) □ (fe) □ (c) □ ((/)□' 

Statements: 

34. 1. Poets usually come in form in 'kavi 

sammelans' and 'mushairas' after a drink or 
tv\'o. 

2. A poet, Mr Badal took two drinks before recit¬ 
ing his latest poem. 

Conclusion: He was applauded appreciably by the 
audience. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (J) □ 

Statements: 

35. 1. Old people are very much attached to their 

ancestral home. 

2. Their sons usually compel them to sell old 
house.s and get astronomical amounts for 
them. 

3. TIk* new owners demolish old houses for new 
structures. 

Conclusion. The demolishing proces.s hurts old people 
emotional Iv 

(fl) □ (^) □ ^ (c) □ (d) □ 

Sialemcnts: 

36. 1. Only intelligent children could answer all the 

questions correctly. 

2. John answered all the questions correctly. 
Conclusion: John is an intelligent child. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1 . Text-books for small children should be based 

on themes that arc familiar to them. 

2. Some educationists have proposed different 
text-books for city children and tribal children. 

Conclusion: The city children and tribal children have dif¬ 
ferent environment. 

(fl) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. All leaders talk of peace and prosperity. 

2. The common man gets treither. 
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Conclusion; Public does not follow the advice of the 
leaders. 

(a) 6 (b) a (c) Q (d) a 

Statements: 

39. 1. All the statues of Lenin were toppled by the 
Russians. 

2. A large number of Russians gatineted outside 
Lenin's tomb on his anniversary as a mark of 
respect for him. 

Conclusion: No Russian is in favour of Lenin. 

(a) □ m □ (c) □ id) a 

Statemmts: 

,40. 1. An IAS officer was suspeided on charges of 
corruption. 

2. He was reinstated after two years. 

Conclusion: The charges of corruption could not be 
proved. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ 

TYPE II 

In questions vioen below, statements 1 and 2 arefollowed by 
conclusions I and II. Taken the statements to be true although 
they my appear at variance with commonly accepted facts, tick- 
mark yoto ansroer.s as under: 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(fc) Only U follows. 

(c) Either I or n follows. 

(a) Neither 1 nor II follows. 

(f) Both 1 and II follow. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some villages are towns. 

2. Ail towns are lakes. 

Conclusions: 

I. No lake is a village. 

II. Some lakes are villages. 

(a) □ ib) a (c) □ (d) a (e) a 

Statements: 

42. 1. All children are teachers. 

2. All teachers are learned. 

Conclusions: 

I. All children are learned. 

II. All learned persons are teachers. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some buildings are aerodromes. 

2. Some aerodromes are trains. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some trains are buildings. 

IL No train is a building. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) Q ie) □ 

Statements: 

44. 1. All trees are Bowers. 

2. Some flowers are leaves. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some trees are leaves, 
n. All leaves are trees. 


(a) □ (b) □ (c) a (d) □ (e) a 

Statements: 

45. 1. All hotels are museums. 

2. All stadiums are museums. 

Conclusions: 

I. Sc»ne hotels are stadiums. 

II. No hotel is a siaditun. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1. All queens are either fairies or goddesses. 

2. All fairies have wings. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some queens have wings. 

II. some goddesses are queens. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

47. 1. Ramesh is taller tiianMahesh but shorter than 

Jagdish. 

2. Bipin is taller than Satish who is taller than 
Jagdish. 

Conclusions: 

I . Mah^h is the shortest. 

II. Ramesh is shorter flian Satish. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) uJ 

Statements: 

48. 1. All road lamps are either blue or yellow. 

Z Yellow lamps are brighter than blue ones. 

Conclusions: 

I. Every road has some blue and some yellow 
lam^. 

II. Some roads do not liave sufficient light at night. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

TYPE III 

In questions given below, a statemetit is folhrwcdby implica¬ 
tions I and II Imply 1 and II to the statement and tick-mrk \fOur 
ansioers as under: 

(a) Ordy 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either 1 is implicit or II. 

id) Neither I is implicit nor II. 

ie) Both I and II are implicit. 

Statemetit: 

49. A beautiful ly carved structure of timber and stone, 
an extraordinarily impressive temple, still stands majesti¬ 
cally but the statues of the deities are missing. 

Implications: 

I. They were looted by the invaders. 

U. They have been stolen by smugglers. 
ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

50. No modem hero can lay claim on being number 1 
or being super star. 

Implications: 

I. Modem heroes lack sufficient talent 

II. Audience is fed up with supeivstar complex 
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hence wants to see new faces. 

(a) □ (&) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statanent: 

\ 51. Moslof flic politicians, holding key posts, are sur¬ 

rounded by courtiers. 
implications: 

I. They feel unsafe without these courtiers. * 

II. The cunning courtiers keep on flattering and 
pleasing them for tiieir own selfish interests. 

(a) □ (6) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

52. Journalists often come across dangers in their 
prQfes,sion. 

Implications: 

I. Journalists want to reach to the root of unknown 
mysteries. 

II. Prying on hard core criminals and ruthless 
politicians often puts their own life in danger. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ id) □ (»_□ 

Statement: 

53. Renaming of the Marathwada University has 
evoked much opposition and agitation. 

Implications: 

I. Students do not appreciate change in names. 

II. Many students were killed during the agitation, 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

Statement: 

54. Brewing country liquor has been an age-old prac¬ 
tice in certain parts of India. 

Implications: 

I. Persons living in these parts do not have a taste 
for sophisticated wine. 

II. Such liquor is cheaper and easily available to 
inhabitants of those areas. 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statement: 

55. The w'ild-life preservation department of State X 
has been unable to stop poaching. 

Implications: 

I. The department is understaffed and ill- 
equipped. 

II. The poachers know the forest better tlwn the 
guard:;. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ ie) □ 

Statetnenl: 

56. Ram l^eelas and Krishna I^elas have always at¬ 
tracted lots of crowd.s. 

Implications: 

1. Both the stories are very entrancing, 
n. Most of the Indians are devotees of Ram and 
Krishna. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

TYPE IV 

In each of the cjuestions gixHn beloiv, a problem is fnlbroed 


by tioo proposed Courses of Action. A Course cf Action a an 
administrative decision or a decision taken by the person or 
persons concerned to solve thepmblem and meet the dudiaig&, 
to promote sotne existing sdtme fuHher or to start a fdOow up 
programme. Your task is to decide which would be the right 
Course of Action. Tick-mark your answers according to the 
follomng: 

(fl) If only I is the right Course of Action. 

(b) If only n is the right Course of Action. 

(c) If either 1 or H could be taken. 

id) If neither I nor n is right. 

(e) If both I and II are right. 

57. "Pakistan has designs to promote communal ele¬ 
ments and encourage sccessionism in India", an observa¬ 
tion by the Union Home Minister. 

I. The Home Minister should report the matter to 
the Defence Minister. 

Tl. He should send a letter of complaint to the U.N. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

58. The miners working in a colliery have been con¬ 
stantly complaining of a feeling of suffocation in the mines. 

I. The ventilation system should be rearranged. 

II. The miners should be supplied with gas 
cylinders. 

[a) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (p) □ 

59. The turn-over of a .soap company has fallen con¬ 
siderably. 

I. The company should appoint a team to inves¬ 
tigate the reasons. 

II. They should reshuffle the staff. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

60. The authorities received a complaint that a hous¬ 
ing society had unreasonably increased the price of flats 
due to delay in construction and was demanding en¬ 
hanced price from those who had already made full pay¬ 
ment. 

I. The society should be black-listed. 

II. The society should be compelled to sell the flats 
at the original price mentioned in terms and 
conditions. 

ia) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

61. The Central Government wants the States to use as 
many non-convcntional sources of energy as possible. 

I. The Centre should organise a National 
Workshop for representatives from States and 
impart sufficient knowledge to them regarding 
such sources of energy. 

II. Special budget should be sanctioned for sefen- 
tists who are working on non-conventiqnal 
energy sources. 

ia) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

62. Some of the folk arts related to road-side perfor¬ 
mances of music, dance and drama are on the verge of 
extinction. 

I. The local audience ifliould pay the perforn^ 
handsomely. 
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U. They should get financial support and scope for 
fit^romotion of their art from the Department 
of Cfultum and Tourism. 

(a) Q (b) Q (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

63. Cholera is taking its toll in some of the villages. 

I. A team of doctors should be rushed there imme¬ 
diately. 

II. Samples of drinking water and eatables sold in 
the market should ^ checked. 

(a) □ (b) □ (0 □ (d) □ (e) □ 

64. According to unofficial reports, a Women's Wel¬ 
fare Organisation has come to know about the atrocities 
inflicted on women by the police in a distant area. 

I. The members should go there and find out the 
truth. 

II. They should expose the culprits to law and 
public. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPEV 

hi making decisions about important questions, it is ad¬ 
visable to be able to distinguish betmen 'strong' arguments and 
'weak'arguments sofar as they arc related to the question. A nvak 
argument may be of minor importance, may not Iv directly 
related to the question or may be related to some trivial aspect of 
ihequestbn. In questions given below, each quest wn is followed 
by arguments I and ll. You have to decide lohich of the arguments 
is strong and which is weak, then lick-mark ( V) your answers as 
under: 

(a) Only 1 is strong. 

(b) Only 11 is strong. 

(c) Either I or II is strong. 

(d) Neither I nor II is strong. 

{e) Both I and II are strong. 

65. Will the new strategics to integrate the economy ol 
SAARC countries with the global economy achic\'c rapid 
economic growth? 

I. Yes, the process of learning from each other and 
maintaining the international standard.s will be 
beneficial to ail. 

II. No, the old big well-e.stab1i.shed trade com¬ 
munities will not let the members of the Third 
World to compete with them. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (r) □ 

66 . Are we really secular? 

I. Yes, our Constitution says so. 

II. No, every citizen follows only his own religion. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. Is the PoKce responsible for rising crime? 

1. Yes, they do not punish the criminals sufficiently. 

n. No, most of the criminals are under the protec¬ 
tion of some important person who doesn't let 
the police touch them. • 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

68 . Are deafiis in hospitals due to negligence of doc¬ 

tors? 
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I. Yes, doctors do not visit the wards r^larly. 

n. No, life and death is in the hands ctf God. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

69. Is decentralization of power through the 
Panchayat benehdal to the rural society? 

I. Yes, most of thdr differences and quarrels can be 
settled at the Panchayat level. 

II. No, .die persons authorized to use the new 
power do not have legal knowledge. 

70. Should promotions be based upon seniority 
alone? 

1. Yes, if a senior person is superseded by his 
junior, he feels humiliated. 

n. No, merit should also play a major role in 
promotions for efficiency of ttie department. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

71. A youngman fought with a bear to save his 
father's life and killed the bear. If die incident took place in 
a game sanctuary, should the boy be charged for Idlling a 
member of the wild-life? 

I. Yes, he killed the bear in a prohibited area. 

II. No, the bear was killed during the process of 
saving a human being so the boy should be 
awarded for his bravery. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

72. Should criminals in jail be treated with love and 
sympathy? 

I. Yes, love and sympathy might evoke in them 
human values and love for mankind. 

II. No, diey should be made to pay for the crimes 
they committed. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) All the others have movement. 

2. (b) He is the only Governor General among Presi¬ 

dents. 

3. (e) It is the only duty and action among sentiments. 

4. (b) All the others are young-ones of different crea¬ 

tures. 

5. (c) All the odiers are pure metals. 

6 . (d) It is the only city in the group with no river nearby. 

7. (c) Ail the others are islands. 

8 . (a) It is the only unbaked item among the lot. 

9. (d) One is an essential cure for die other. 

10. (a) Both are different types of the same wear. 

11. (a) The relationship is that of the item and the place 

where it has its movement. 

12. (b) Both are antonyms. 

13. (c) One item is needed for making the other. 

14. (b) The items have tool and function relationship. 

15. (<0 One is made from the other. 

16. (c) The other place has been just made for such 

people. 


17. (fl) 18. (d) 


19. (a) 



774 APRIL'94 COMPETITION MASTER 


/ 


20. (b) 






ma _ 



i'.' 






1/ 



It .V 

t f\ 

1 'fe il 



<w- other 

^ J similar 

JL ^ Magazine 

covers Current Affairs & 
General Knowledge the 

way we do . Read & 

judge the Difference for 
Yourself. 

Comprehensive Features 
& Articles, Debate, 
Discussions, Notes on 
Current Affairs, Tests of 
Reasoning, Solved 
Questions from previous 
Examinations, 
Argumentative Questions 
and much more packed in 
every issue 




THE TOTAL AWARENESS MAGAZINE 

126, INDUSTRIAL AREA, CHANDIGARH—1 60 OOi.’ 






GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD NO. 12 



ACROSS 

1. Mountain system between Black and Caspian Seas 

( 8 ). 

6 . Substance which liberates hydrogen ions in aqueous 
solution (4). 

9. Portuguese Colony near Hong Kong (5). 

10. Major river of Egypt (4). 

11. Port located in South West Yemen on a Gulf also 
known by same name (4). 

12. Eurasian annual grass grown extensively in North 
America. Used in making bread and whisky (3). 

16. Symbol used to denote ratio of circumference of a 
arde to its diameter (2). 

17. Capital of Senegal (5). 

18. Hardwood trees. Wood is used in furniture (3). 

19. Surname of former woman Prime Minister of Israel 
(4). 

20. Carnivorous marine mammal (4). 

21. Repetition of sound.by reflection from a surface (4). 

22. Unit of electrical resistance (3). 


DOWN 

1. Carving in relief on hard or precious stones or or 
shells (5). 

2. Break in skin which does not heal (5). 

3. Positive electrode (5). 

4. Capital of Yemen (4). 

5. Bitter yellow-brown fluid secreted by the liver (4). 

7. Fermented apple juice containing from 4% to 7y< 
alcohol (5). 

8 . Capital of this country is Copenhagen (7). 

13. Language in West Germanic group of Indo- 
European languages. 1st language of many Jews (7). 

14. Moving mass of snow and ice (7). 

15. Former name of Thailand (4). 

18. Capital of Norway (4). 

(Aitawen to G.K. Crossword No. 12 will appear in 
May'94 issue) 
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Facts about Science 


li^tnmg conductors are fixed 
to tall buUdings. Why? 

The lightning can shrike a tall 
building wiHi a greater ease, because 
it is nearer to the chained clouds. If a 
lightning conductor is fitted to such 
a building, even the enormous 
electric charges flow down to the 
earth in no time without harming the 
building at all. 

Why sea>water is saline? 

Because the rivers falling into 
the sea bring deposits of salt along 
with them during their journey from 
mountains and plains and this 
process has been going on for agc.s. 

You hear 'the sea roaring' when 
you hold a sea shell to your ear. 

Sea-.shell is made up of multi- 
curved surface. Air suffers multi¬ 
reflections when it passes through it. 
These manifold reflections are 
responsible for a mixed \'ibrational 
effect resembling 'sea-roaring'. 

Glass when heated cracks while 
metal docs not. 

Glass is a bad conductor of heat. 
On heating, only the upper layers of 
the glass expand while lower ones 
remain unaffected, hence it cracks 
due to unequal expansion. Metal is a 
good conductor of heat and so all its 
bulk gets uniformly heated up. Thus 
the expansion is also uniform surface 
strain, hence no cracking. 

A parachute enables a person to 
descend in safety in case of an acci¬ 
dent to aircraft. 

A man falls to the earth because 
of the gravitational force. The 
parachute offers considerable resis- 
taitcc to the air, and this being 
against gravity, clows down the 
speed of the descending man. A 
parachute thus enables a person to 
descend in safety. 

A small drop of water or mer* 
cuiy on a clean glass plate is circular 
in shape. 

The surface of a liquid drop is 


die seat of a special force as a result 
of which molecules in the surface are 
bound together to form something 
like a stretched membrane tending to 
compress the molecules below to the 
smallest possible volume. This 
causes the drop to assume a spheri¬ 
cal shape. 

Copper wire cannot be used as 
heating element in electric heaters. 

Copper melts at 1083°C and also 
reacts with air to form a black pow¬ 
der. 

Ice wrapped in a blanket docs 
not melt away quickly. 

Ice wrapped in blanket does not 
melt, because blanket being bad con¬ 
ductor, cut off heal rays. 

How is it that food gets cooked 
quicker in a pressure cooker than in 
an ordinary vessel? 

In a pressure cooker, on account 
of the increase of pressure, the boil¬ 
ing point is raised, so the food gets 
cooked quicker than in an ordinary 
vessel. A pressure cooker is very use¬ 
ful itt high mountains where, on ac¬ 
count of low pressure and hence low 
boiling point, the vegetables cannot 
be cooked properly. 

Why is water from a hand pump 
warm in winter and cold in sum¬ 
mer? 

In winter, the temperature out¬ 
side is low and the unexposed water 
underground is at a higher tempera¬ 
ture. In summer, the outside 
temperature is higher than the 
temperature inside. Hence water is 
warm in winter and cool in summer. 

Why rain water is soft but river ' 
water is hard? 

River water during its course in 
the mountainous terrain—dissolve 
the calcareous matter or lime com¬ 
pounds and thus becomes hard, 
while during evaporation only the 
molecules of water go up and 
minerals are left behind; hence the 
rain water is soft. 


One leans forward while climb¬ 
ing a hill. 

While leaning forward, the 
centre of gravity of the body also 
shifts forward and this helps climb¬ 
ing. 

A dead body floats in water 
after some time. 

A body weighs less when 
weighed in water becau.se of the ap¬ 
parent loss in weight being equal to 
the weight of the water displaced. 
There is an upward thrust exerted 
upon a body immersed in a fluid 
called buoyancy, equal to the weight 
of the fluid displaced and thus the 
dead body floats in water after sonu 
time. 

An electric bulb makes a bang 
when it is broken. 

The bulb has a partial vacuum. 
When it is broken the air rushes in to 
fill the vacuum and thus a noise is 
produced. 

When a moving train slows 
down quickly, will a passenger tend 
to fall backwards or forwa^s? Ex¬ 
plain why. 

When a moving train slows 
down quickly, a passenger will tend 
to fall forwards because the lower 
part of his body in contact with the 
scat comes to rest suddenly but the 
upper part of his body is yet in mo¬ 
tion sharing the s'elocity of the train. 
So, on account of inertia, the pas¬ 
senger falls forward. 

We perspire on a hot day. Give 
reasons, why. 

When the body temjjeraturc be¬ 
comes elevated the sweat glands in¬ 
side the body are stimulated to 
secrete. This is nature's method to 
provide surface water for the 
evaporative cooling of the body 
under heat stress. In cool environ¬ 
ments, the glands remain entirely at 
rest. 

An iron nail floats on mercury 
but sinks in water. Give reasons. 
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why. 

An iron nail floats on mercury, 
because the weight of mercury dis* 
placed by it and hence the upward 
thrust is more than its weight, the 
density of mercury and iron being 
respectively 13.6 per c.c. and 7.6 gm. 
per c.c. The density of water being 1 
gm./c.c., the upward thrust is much 
less and hence the iron nail sinks. 

The sun or the full moon close 
to the horizon appears elliptical. 
Give reasons, why. 

As the bending of a ray is greater 
the more nearly horizontal the ray 
becomes, the rays from the lower 
edge of the sun or the moon are bent 
more than those from the upper 
edge. This produces a contraction of 
vertical diameter while the horizon¬ 
tal diameter is unaffected by refrac¬ 
tion. Hence the sun or the full moon 
appears elliptical when close; to the 
horizon. 

The sky appears blue. Give 
reasons, why. 

The blue colour of the sky is due 
to the scattering of light by dust par¬ 
ticles or air molecules. This scatter¬ 
ing is inversely proportional to the 
fourth power of wavelength. Conse¬ 
quently the shorter wavelengths are 
profusely scattered and when we 
look at a portion of the sky away 
from sun, we receive this scattered 
and re-scattercd lightwhich is rich in 
blue (short wavelength). 

Why it does not hurt when we 
cut our nails? 

Nails are the parts of the body 
which have no connection with 
either the blood vessels or the car¬ 
tilage and hence the nerve system is 
unaffected. Consequently cutting 
them will not injure us. 

It takes more time to cook meat 
and vegetables at hill stations. Give 
reasons, why. 

Meat and vegetables can be 
cooked properly and quickly at a 
temperature of 100°C. Since at hill 
stations, the pressure is decreased 
and hence the boiling point is 
lowered thus causing a serious 
drawback in cooking which will 
therefore take a much longer time. 


Why it is dangerous to have a 
charcoal fire burning in the badly 
ventilated room? 

When charcoal is burnt in a 
badly ventilated room, the very 
poisonous gas, carbon monoxide, is 
formed which may suffocate the p>er- 
sons to death. When ventilation is 
good, there is excess of air and the 
charcoal is fully burnt producing 
carbon dioxide which is not so 
dangerous. 

Water pipes burst in severe 
cold. Explain. 

In severe cold water freezes in 
the pipes. As it expands on freezing, 
the volume of ice must therefore be 
greater than that of water from 
which it is formed. As a consequence 
of this a great force is exerted which 
causes the bursting of pipes. 

Why water keeps cool in an ear¬ 
then pot in summer? 

Water keeps cool in an earthen 
pot in summer but not during rains. 

An earthen pot has small pores 
from which water oo/.es out. It 
evaporates quickly as in summer the 
air Ls dry and hot. Heat is therefore 
absorbed from the surface of the pot 
thus causing cooling. Hence the use 
of earthen pots in summer for keep¬ 
ing the water c(K)1. 

During rainy season, the water 
does not evaporate quickly as the air 
is moi.st and cool, and so water in an 
earthen pot does not keep cool. 

How a ball which falls down, 
bounces up? 

A ball on falling to the ground is 
slightly deformed. On account of the 
elastic force coming into existence 
due to the deformation the ball tries 
to recover its original size. In so 
doing it presses the ground and in 
accordance with Newton's third law 
of motion it receives a reaction up¬ 
wards and hence it bounces up. 

Why fanning produces a sense 
of coolness in the body? 

By fanning the moisture on the 
body is evaporated because of rapid 
renewal of the air coming in contact 
with the body. During this evapora¬ 
tion the moisture absorbs its heat of 
vaporisation from the body which 


therefore experiences a sense of cool¬ 
ness. 

Why are we advised to empty 
the ink from our fountain pen 
before going up on an aeroplane? 

As we go up in an aeroplane the 
air becomes rarer and the pressure of 
the atmosphere therefore falls, so 
that the volume of the air inside the 
fountain pen will tilso increase and 
the ink will be pushed out thus spoil¬ 
ing the clothes and hence the advice. 

Why the pouring of kerosene 
oil on stagnant pools helps to eradi¬ 
cate Malaria? 

Kerosene oil is poured over stag¬ 
nant pools to prevent the breeding 
of mosquitoes, the carriers of blood 
parasite which cause Malaria. The 
larvae of mosquitoes are small 
'wrigglers' which live in water, 
though they have to come to the 
surface to breathe. The kerosene oil 
spreads over the water surface in a 
thin layer and the larvae find it 
hard to breathe and are thus 
destroyed at the very place of their 
birth. 

Why a liquid keeps hot for a 
long time in a thermos flask? 

A thermos flask consists of a 
double-walled gla.s& ve.ssel, the two 
inside surfaces having been silvered 
like a mirror. The space between the 
two walls is evacuated of air and is 
sealed. A vacuum is a perfect in¬ 
sulator as it will not transmit heat by 
conduction or convection in the ab¬ 
sence of any material substance. The 
outer surface of the inner ves.sel 
being polished is a bad radiator but 
whatever little radiation occurs, it is 
reflected back when it falls on the 
inner polished surface of the outer 
vessel. I fence, in a thermos, the com¬ 
bination of vacuum and polished 
surfaces renders the pa.s$age of heat 
to or from the interior of the flask 
very slow. Hence a liquid keeps hot 
for a long time. 

Why a petrol fire cannot be ex¬ 
tinguished by throwing water on it? 

The heat of the petrol fire is so 
intense that water is decomposed 
when thrown on it, and hence not 
effective in extinguishing it. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSStON 


NPT 

To Sign or Not to Sign 


Under what the U.S.A. calls Us 
Defence Caunter-ProUferalion Initiative, 
tremendous pressure is bein,^ brouf^ht to 
bear upon India to sign the hIPT. The 
proposition is : "Should India sign the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty?" 

MrA The fact that India ii> 

dragging its feet over signing the 
NPT, seems to be both irrational 
and illogical, especially in the face 
of its long-continuing 
condemnation of the manufactun.' 
and stock-piling of nuclear 
weapons. In various U.N. fora like 
the ad-hoc Working Groups on 
Nuclear Test Ban and Working 
Groups on Nuclear Disarmament, 
India lias been advocating the 
immediate freeze and a time-bound 
programme for the total 
elimination of these weapons. 
Several times it has taken the 
initiative and presented concrete 
programmes of action in this 
regard. India's refusal to sign the 
NFl', therefore, is hardly consistent 
with her known and oft-articulated 
position that the production and 
use of nuclear weapons is a crime 
against humanity and must be 
totally prohibited. The importance 
of NPT is universally recognised. 
Curbing of the horizontal spread of 
nuclear-weapons will reduce the 
chances of a nuclear war. Knowing 
this, why doesn't India sign and 
end its increasing isolation over the 
issue? Today most of the 117 
members of the international 
Atomic Energy Agency, besides a 
number of non-members have 
joined the rolls of the 43 nations 
who were the initial signatories to 
the treaty in March 1970. Even 
South Africa and China, which had 


held out for long, have now 
succumbed. India is now amongst 
the minority nations like Israel and 
Pakistan, who have not signed the 
treaty. This is inspite of the fact that 
our first Prime Minister, fawaharlal 
Nehru, had declared the bomb to 
be an unmitigated evil and 
renounced India's right to acquire 
nuclear wcaporw whatever the 
compelling circumstances. We have 
climbed down from that moral 
pedestal. No wonder that today we 
don't have even a fraction of the 
prestige that we then enjoyed 
among the comity of riations. 


MrB Does my friend realise 
that NPT does not stipulate the 
limitation of nuclear weapon 
stock-piling by the Great Powers, 
but the sharing and transfer of 
nuclear technology amongst 
nations that don't have it. So, while 
U.S.A., Britain or Russia continue 
to have their nuclear arsenal, the 
Third World cannot. India is 
fighting this discriminatory stand 
by w’hich the power equation 
would perpetually bo in favt»ur of 
the West. What is the guarantee 
that nuclear weapons are safe when 
only in the custody of these 
powers? None, if you go by 
U.S.A.'s track-record. Experts now 
say that there was no strategic 
compulsion for it to nuclear bomb 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
especially in the context of the 
Japanese decision to surrender and 
American awareness of this fact. 
U.S.A. dropped tliese bombs 
merely to field test them. Was it 
necessary to destroy half a million 
pec^le to do so? What about 
Richard Nixon contemplating 
using nuclear weapons against 


India at the height of the 
Bangladesh war? What about the 
radiation experiments that U.S.A. is 
conducting on its own citizens? In 
this scenario we have the Defence 
Counter-Proliferation Initiative 
outlined in the last report of 
U.S.A's defence department, which 
states its intention to keep nuclear 
weapons and to use them against 
such Third World States as do not 
toe the American line. India's 
position is that curbs on horizontal 
proliferation alone will not do. 
There have to be curbs on—and in 
fact reversal of—^vertical 
proliferation a.s well. Only w'hen an 
irrevocable deadline has been set 
for elimination of nuclear weapons 
the world over, can we afford to 
feel safe and this is what India is 
holding out for by not signing the 
treaty. 

MrC I agrt>e with Mr B that it 

is not in India's interest to sign the 
N.P.T. especially at this juncture. 
Whether viewed in the global or in 
the regional context, it w'ould be 
downright foolish for India to 
foreclose its option to nuclearise its 
armed forces in case her security 
compulsions so demand at any" 
given moment in the future. It is no 
longer in doubt that Pakistan has at 
least seven nuclear bombs and has 
developed the capacity of 
assembling at least a dozen a year. 
The course of Indo-Pak relations 
since the partition makes it 
abundantly clear that there can be 
no peace between the two and that 
a war with Pakistan.lies in tiic logic 
of history. The frightening evidence 
unearthed by Burrows and 
Windrem, the authors of Critical 
Mass, makes this also clear that 
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there is no political control over 
Pakistan's nuclear arsenal and 
Pakistan's war lords will not 
hesitate to use it. Then there is the 
China factor. That she has signed 
the N.P.T. n\ake$ little difference to 
India. She has already collected a 
sizeable nuclear arsenal and 
continues to conduct tests even 
now. Nor can we ignore Pakistan's 
fundamentalist friends like Saudi 
Arabia and Iran who already 
possess missiles supplied by China 
and North Korea. The latter is 
frantically trying to achieve nuclear 
capability. There is also Kazakhstan 
which is already nuclear-armed. In 
this scenario where India is hedged 
in between several nuclear-armed 
neighbours how can she even think 
of signing the N.P.T.? In fact there 
is already growing pressure from 
her armed forces for an open 
declaration of her intention to 
develop nuclear devices and she 
should get on with the job before it 
is too late. If the atmosphere nearer 
home is full of menace, the global 
scene is hardly more reassuring. In 
1945 there were only 3 nuclear 
Bombs. Today there are at least 
40,000. Their total destructive 
power is equal to more than 13 lakh 
Hiroshima type of bombs. Even if a 
fraction of this destructive power is 
unleashed, notlting at all will 
remain on this earth. It is here that 
the real danger to human existence 
lies. And this danger is 
compounded many times over by 
the fact that by far the largest part 
of this arsenal is with only one 
power whose supremacy is no 
longer under challenge. It was 
expected that with the Soviet threat 
gone, the U.S.A. would no longer 
leel it nece.ssary to have such a 
huge nuclear arsenal and would 
take prompt action to drastically 
reduce it on the lines of START 
(Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty). 
But the U.S.A. is in no mood to 
loosen its strangle-hold on world's 
politics and t»conomy and is now 
talking of non-Soviet (Third World) 
threat to hold on to the deadly 
pay-load. Even if all goes well with 
START-ll, the U.S.A. and Russia 
will still have between 3,000-3,500 
warheads each by the year 2003. It 


is these hegcmonistic designs of the 
U.S. A. and her capacity for nuclear 
blackmail that should be kept in 
mind by our policy makers before 
they decide to succumb to 
American pressure and agree to 
review its 30-year-old tinre-tested 
nuclear policy. 

MrD I am afraid we are 
discussing the question without 
taking into account the ground 
realities as they exist to-day. It is 
obvious that with our limited 
resources and our late start wc can 
never match the strike-power of 
U.S.A. or Russia or even the 
deterrent capability vis-a-vis these 
powers. Even China is too far 
ahead of us. So far as Pakistan is 
concerned, jt can be managed even 
without nuclear weapons. It is the 
considered opinion of our military 
experts that a first nuclear strike by 
Pakistan will no doubt do extensive 
damage, but after she has 
exhausted her very limited supply 
she will be totally at the mercy of 
India. Even otherwise our 
strike-power is much more than 
that of Pakistan. Now let us not 
pretend that we have no nuclear 
weapons because the whole world 
knows that we do have them. So 
what do we lose by signing the 
N.P.T.? I am convinced that 
American opposition to India's 
Nuclear and Missile program 
stems not so much from strategic as 
from commercial considerations. 
Nuclear reactors, heavy water and 
heavy metals do not come cheap. 
U.S.A., France and Germany etc 
are doing lucrative business in 
selling these items, with a 
monopoly on the market in the 
absence of Japan. India is being 
viewed as a potential competitor 
and hence the need to curb her 
development in these areas. India's 
signing of the N.P.T. would throw 
her installations open to I.A.B.A. 
(International Atomic Energy 
Agency) inspectors and that could 
be useful by way of industrial 
espionage. India's total and 
vehement opposition to this clause 
of the N.P.T. also stems from the 
same commercial considerations. 
But we should realise that the 
Americans, even more Uian the 


British, are a nation of shopkeepers, 
and need to be dealt with oy the 
rules of die market. There is no 
need to take seriously American 
protestations on the emergence of 
non-Soviet threats to her security 
and the consequent Pentagon plan 
to use nuclear weapons against 
"hostile" Third Wcjrld Nations 
armed with nuclear weapons. How 
can the incipient nuclear 
programmes of Third World 
nations possibly pose a threat to 
American security? Obviously such 
propaganda is meant for home 
consumption. The American arms 
industry has always had powerful 
political clout. American 
governments have felt compelled 
for political reasons to spend 
heavily on arms to feed this 
indu.stry. The billions that are .spent 
in this way have to come out of the 
pockets of tax-payers w'ho will not 
be prepared to pay unless some 
new threat to America's scKurity is 
invented to replace the Soviet 
threat that is no longer there. It was 
not the external threat but internal 
compulsions that made the U.S.A. 
stock-pile nuclear weapons far in 
excess of any conceivable needs of 
effective deterrence. When biJlion.s 
of public money is spent on 
stiK'k-piling nuclear weapons, to 
offer some justification for the same 
becomes a political necessity in a 
democracy. There is not a single 
compelling rea.son for India not to 
sign the N.I’.T. We have nothing to 
lose. On the other hand we may 
gain a lot by dispelling the 
misgivings regarding any regional 
hegemonistic designs of our own. It 
will force Pakistan to sign the 
treaty. India may earn the goodwill 
of the U.S.A. and may actually 
soften its stand on Kashmir and 
prevent its further tilt towards 
Pakistan. It may further accelerate 
the flow of much needed American 
investment. In no case should India 
embark on the suicidal course of 
nuclear armament but must use • 
all its available resources on 
poverty alleviation. Hungry 
stomachs are much more 
dangerous than nuclear bombs. 
After all why did the Soviet 
Union crumble inspite of its 
gargantuan nuclear arsenal? 
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PEftSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Jealousy: Soul’s Jaundice 


J EALOUSY, the green-eyed 

monster, has mauled mc« healthy 
individuals than any other disease 
and has marred more careers than 
misconduct, indiscipline and 
misplaced emotional exhibitionism. 
No wonder, Shakespeare called it the 
"monster which doth mock the meal 
it feeds on". 

It is one of the gn'atcst health 
hazard.^ which many of us uncon- 
■sciously nurse in-side us. It is also one 
of the biggest stumbling blocks to 
success and happiness because it 
saps vitality and reduces an in¬ 
dividual to a pathetic caricature of 
himself. The jealous person expends 
more energy on imaginary destruc¬ 
tion, ruin or failure of the object of his 
jealousy rather than devote time and 
energy to the achievement of his own 
goals. 

John Dryden rightly called it the 
jaundice of the soul. He wanted to 
.show to us that this destructive emo¬ 
tion is a disease as well as a dis-case 
in human relationships. 

It feeds upon itself and fattens. It 
has no other quality than that of dis¬ 
tracting from other's good or positive 
points. It reveals in others' misery, 
pain, failure and may be compared 
with a fly which ignores the healthy 
parts of the body but settles on the 
sores! 

A kind of auto-poisoning, it kills 
from inside. It nags at you, wrinkles 
your face, and weakens your think¬ 
ing and chances of success. To Mi Iton, 
it was "the injured lover's hell". 

It is common to all. We are all 


susceptible to it. Every emotion that 
exists within us is natoal to us, and 
jealousy is no exception. "Jealousy is 
one of those emotional states, like 
grief, that may be dc.scribcd as 
normal", says Sigmund Freud. 

Jealousy cannot hurt or hinder 
our development if we know how to 
handle our feelings wisely in.slead of 
turning them into an assault on our 
owaselves. 

A colleague, who is intensely 
jealous of my success in the journalis¬ 
tic world, never lets go an oppor¬ 
tunity to deride me. His mouth foams 
and he spouts venom, as it were. But 
does it hurt me? 

What does he prove? He proves 
two things: one, he confesses my su¬ 
periority to him, and at the same 
time, admits his own inferiority The 
repeated bouts of jealousy have made 
him a nervous wreck. He has made 
himself a butt of jokes. 

However, the tragedy is that he 
can never own it because jealousy is 
an emotion so full of cow’ardicc and 
shame that no one can ever have con¬ 
fidence to own it. 

The jealous person basically 
believes in his own inferiority to such 
an extent that he is unable, or unwill¬ 
ing, to make any effort for success. He 
wastes energy in futile destructive 
dreaming, demolishing the others' 
succes.s. 

The jealousy-stricken person is 
acutely unhappy at the .success of a 
friend, a colleague, a neighbour or a 
relative because at the root of his 
mind is, "I want what you have." Or 


worse: "How can you have it, when I 
do not?" 

Another version of it is, "1 want 
for myself the success which is yours, 
for which you worked, and which 
resulted from your own ability." But 
when it comes to hard work for the | 
achievement of the goal he belongs to i 
the class of those shirkers who "love" ^ 
work and can look at it for hours! i 

What does it amount to? Tne 
emotion, thus, is a negation of ail ef- ; 
fort and ability on the part of the 
jealous one. It is a desire to succeed 
without effort or struggle, thought, or 
time. In other words, it indicates a 
lazy wish to have the prizes and 
plums fall into the lap. 

Jealousy Is a big waster of time. 
Not only does it get you nowhere; it 
actually drags you back by lowering 
you in your estimation. The success 
you may have achieved remains 
elusive. 

A friend went into spasms of 
jealousy when this writer was 
nominated to a noted reference work. 
He started stewing in his own juice. 
He blinded himself to all enjoyment 
and pleasure of his wife's promotion. 

What escaped his jaundiced 
mind was that no amount of ill-feel¬ 
ing could convert my success into a 
failure. Degrading jealousy bums at 
others' success, joy and possessions, 
and hate excellence or achievement 
it cannot reach. 

Or, you turn green at the bright 
young man who gets into the IAS. 
You have scorpians stinging you in¬ 
side. The successful youngman is 
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none the worse for it. 

Jealousy, which, when uncheck¬ 
ed, threatens to develop into a pas¬ 
sion, must be controlled. Here are a 
few suggestions. 

Compare your lot, not with that 
of the more fortunate few, but with 
the countless many to whom your 
own attainments seem better and 
more. This however, does not mean 
that you are to sink in defeating self- 
satistection which is as bad as being 
jealous. 

' Certainly, you should plan the 
things you will have, and do, map 
your course of action. Plan for the 
accomplishment of the goal towards 
which you are striving but do not 
feed your mind on wishing others' 
reverses and pains; do it on your ef¬ 
fort and struggle. 

I'his poisonous emotion makes 
you uneasy of the success of others. 
So, you begin to think that your hap¬ 
piness and success will be promoted 
if you blow up evil in them. Thus, 
you neglect your own development 
and growth. 

Of all the passions, envy exacts 
the bitterest price. It ensures 
another's succ^s by constant watch¬ 
ing over it but destroys your own. 

Burton has put it tellingly, 
"Every other sin hath some pleasure 
annexed to it, or will admit of some 
excuse, but envy wants both." 

Inject definite, practical little 
steps which bring you a nearer to the 
realisation of your ambition. Do not 
merely dream. Plan the step towards 
your goal and put it to work at once. 

Courageously, take the .steps 
which are po.ssiblc, you will often 
find a path to your goal, a path which 
was hidden, which you might never 
have reached if you had shrugged 
your shoulders and refused to take 
the chance. 

There are bound to be setbacks 
and difficulties which, at first sight, 
look formidable. Look at the moun¬ 
tains. Viewed from a distance, they 


look insurmountable. Go near them 
and you see a large number of nar¬ 
row lanes and bylanes which lead 
you to the top. 

You can free yourself from this 
affliction if you work against odds 
and discouragements which stem 
from defeats, lihis needs will-power 
and a strong wish to eradicate this 
smouldering emotion. When you 
realise that your problem is mental, 
not actual, when you evaluate your 
accomplishments calmly, giving full 
credit for the good things and look¬ 
ing at the failures impersonally, then 
you will be able to conquer the feel¬ 
ing of inferiority which gnaws at 
your mind. 

If you have let an inferiority com¬ 
plex maul your chances, wishing 
others' failures, producing bile and 
oittemess, you have only poisoned 
your own thought-stream. 

Stop shutting yourself up in a 
small and narrow world, crowded by 
your own fears and doubts. Get out 
among other people, study their life 
carefully, learn from their methods of 
success. 

Instead of going green of men of 
SUCCCS.S, accomplishment of .social 
pi>ise and gcxxl grooming, develop 
your own latent personality, endear 
yourself to other people for the 
qualities which are uniquely your 
own but which have for long 
remained uncxploited. 

I broke into print in 1965. It was 
the outcome of long and repeated 
bouts of jealousy 1 then suffered 
when I compared myself with a suc¬ 
cessful freelance writer. 

Instead of wasting my emotional 
energy on bitterness that stemmed 
from jealousy, I started working in 
the same direction. I succeeded 
though it took me nearly two years of 
rejection slips. Look at the pink side of 
this^^jrmi emotion! 

Do not try to imitate the people 
whose social grace you envy. That is 
the wrong way to build self-con¬ 
fidence, for it makes you a pale copy 


of another and ranks you as a dupli¬ 
cate. 

If you are the quiet kind do not 
think you ran overcome a complex by 
imitating a blabber-mouth or a funny 
man who always tries to be the life of 
the parly. It flops because you look a 
"fool" sans a "personality" of your 
own. 

Let yourself out of the rut and see 
the world with new eyes. Come alive 
to the beauty which is near at hand, 
under your feet, over your head, in 
the faces of people you know, in your 
everyday surroundings which you 
now view with prejudice and a sense 
of false pride. 

When you envy someone ask 
yourself: "Is he or she truly what 1 
think?" If not, your bitterne&s and 
jealou.sy are misplaced. 

Do not spend spleen on others' 
success. Go plump and pink on your 
own. Jealousy destroys not only your 
inner strength, weakens the will¬ 
power but also eats away your sclf- 
estetrm. 

Spring-clean your emotional 
stream. Slay the green-eyed mon.ster. 
Your soul will be purged of this 
"jaundice". 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. What was the composition of 
India's Impwts and Exports in 1992- 
93? 

Ans. Composition of Imports: 
Food and Allied products 3.2%; Fuel 
30.1%; Fertilisers 4.5%; Paper Board 
Manufacture and Newsprint 0.8%; 
Capital Goods 20.4%; Other Bulk items 
24.1%; unclassified items 17.1%. 

Composition of Exports: Agricul¬ 
ture and Allied prod jcts 16.4%; Ores 
and Minerals 4.0%; Manufactured 
goods 76.3%; Crude and petroleum 
products 2.6%; other unclassified items 
O.T'y... 

Q. What were the main sources of 
India's imports in 1992-93? 

Ans. United Kingdom 6.3%; Ger¬ 
many 7.5%; Other EC wuntries 16.1%; 
USA 9.7%; japan 6.4'^; Ku.ssia 1.2%; 
Other East European Countries 1.4%; 
OPEC 21.7%; Other LDCs 15.1%; 
Others 14.5"/i). 

Q. As on December 1993 wliat w;}s 
the purchasing power of rupee, taking 
19(iU as base year? 

Ans. 7.68 paisc. It was 9.56 paise in 
1991 and 8..56 paise in 1992. 

Q. In the 1994-95 budget what 
amount has been allocated to rural 
devek>pment? 

Ans. Rs 7,010 crore. This is a mas- 
.sive increase of 40'!!) over the allocation 
in the previous year. 

Q. The Finance Bill 1994-95 
proposes to introduce Section 44 A.D. 
and 44 A.E. in the Income Tax Act. 
What does this relates to? 

Ans. The sections provide for a 
method of estimating income from the 
busine.s.s of civil construction and 
plying tu’ hiring of trucks. The .section 
for civil construction applies to all as- 
sessees whose gro,ss receipts from the 
business does not exceed Rs 40 lakhs 
and the section for plying trucks ap¬ 
plies to businessmen owning not more 
than ten trucks. 

Q. What amount of net profit was 
registered by the 237 coitral public sec¬ 
tor enterprises in 1992-93? 

Ans. Rs 1040.22 crore. Indian Oil 
Corporation topped the list of profit 
maldng PSUs, with pre-tax profit of Rs 
934.99 crore. Rashtriya Ispat Nigam 


Limited (Vizag Steel Plant) was the 
largest loss making enterprise with a 
net ioss of Rs 568.29 crore. 

Q. What six major tasks have been 
set by the Finance Minister, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, in the formulation of the 
1994-95 Budget? 

Ans. (1) Slippage in the fiscal 
deficit must be corrected; (2) The 
country must build on the demostrable 
success already achieved in the exter¬ 
nal sector; (3) the budget must provide 
a major stimulus for a strong industrial 
recovery; (4) The development policies 
and programmes must be re-oriented 
to address mortf effectively the 
problems of poverty, unemployment 
and social deprivation; (5) progress 
made in restoring the health of the 
banking system has to bi* consolidated; 
and (6) acceleration of the reforms and 
modernisation of tax system. 

Q. What amount has been 
provided in the 1994-95 Budget as ad¬ 
ditional capital contribution to the 
nationalised banks, for strengthening 
their competitive capability? 

Ans. Rs 5,600 crore. 

Q. What year is proposed to be 
used as base year, henceforth, for cal- 
culaMon of Index for Industrial 
Production (HP)? 

Ans. 198.5-86 from the existing 
1980-81. The number of items to'be 
covcrt:d will also be 375 against 352 
earlier. 

Q. Name the founder of India's 
premier intelligence outfit, the Re¬ 
search and Analysis Wing (RAW)? 

Ans. Mr Rameshwar Nath Kan. 

Q. For what purptisc w-as the Ran- 
garajan Committee formed? 

Ans. To suggest ways for Disin¬ 
vestment of shares in public sector 
enterprises. 

Q. Who is the director of the epic 
serial 'Great Maratha'? 

Ans. Sanjay Khan. The serial is on 
the life of Mahadji Scindia. 

Q. What is "Bharat Nirman"? 

Ans. It is the action programme, 
taken up by the All India Centre for 
Urban and Rural Development 
(AICURD), that .seeks to rekindle the 
flame of intense patriotism among the 


people, with the saga of freedom strug¬ 
gle providing the necessary inspira¬ 
tion. The year-long programme was 
launched on January 30,1994. 

Q. What is sky-radio? 

Ans. The All India Radio is 
scheduled to launch the sky-radio 
programme from April 1,1994, utilis¬ 
ing the transponders of INSAT-2B 
satellite. Use of 1NSAT-2B will insure 
that FM band programme of various 
AIR stations are heard throughout the 
country. 

Q. Name the US oil giant that 
returned to India in February 1994? 

Ans. Mobil. The company has 
gone into a tie-up with Indian Oil Cor¬ 
poration to market Mobil-branded 
lubricants. 

Q. Name the first Member Parlia¬ 
ment from Mizoram to become a 
Union Minister. 

Ans. Dr C. Silvora. 

Q. At which place is Asia's longest 
and highest ropeway located? 

Ans. Auli in Uttar Pradesh. 

Q. What is Swatchmobile? 

Ans. It is the environmentally- 
friendly car that is being developed by 
the Swiss watch-making group SMH. 

Q. The National Science Day is 
celebrated on February 28 every year 
to celebrate the birth-day of which In¬ 
dian Scientist? 

Ans. Dr C.V. Raman. 

Q. With which country did India 
hold joint naval exercise in anti-sub¬ 
marine warfare, in the month of 
February 1994? 

Ans. Singapore. 

Q. Name the three countries which 
have been recently invited to become 
members of the European Union. 

Ans. Sweden, Finland and 
Austria. 

Q. Where is India's first all- 
weather modern port, U) be built by the 
private sector, coming up? 

Ans. Mundra in Kutch region of 
Gujarat. The project is promoted by 
Ahmedabad-based Adani Exports 
Limited. 
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RAO’S VOYAGE TO WEST 

Prime Minister P. V. 
Narasimha Rao’s visit to 
Davos and Britain was 
certainly very successful. Mr 
Rao did very well in 
convincing the foreign 
investors abmit the 
favouriible atmosphere for 
investment in India. This 
will surely repp rich harvests 
in the long run. 

Ratandeep Dutta 
Durgapur 

TERRORISM AND UN 

1 fiiel that the United 
Nations should he given the 
authority to declare a State 
sponsoring terrorism a 
terrorist State. Economic 
sanctions and denial of aid 
should he global on a 
country that supports and 
helps terrorists. Only a total 
boycott by the world 
community, of terrorist 
sponsoring cotmtries, can 
help in combating ike 
menace of terrorism. 

Saurav K. Sinha 
Cuttack 

DEEPER DESIGNS IN 
KASHMIR 

It is a pity that the US 
foreign policy of today is so 
unstable and fails to 
recognise that supporting 
India on issues like Kashmir 
will be in its favour in long 
run. While on one hand USA 
claims to he a champion of 
democracy and human rights 
on the other it supports 
Pakistan whose record of 
human rights and democracy 
has been dismal. One fails lt> 
understand the dual policy! 

Ranjan Shah 
Ahmedidnid 

J think that USA seems 
to be confused vis-a-vis its 
policy tonmrds India. 
Although it appreciates the 
strong democratic roots, 


straight-forward dealings 
and ecottomk potential as 
tradiug partner, it does not 
wisli to see India emerging as 
a super-power. The road 
blocks that USA has been 
putting on India's way—in 
the form ofhmnan rights, 
supffort to Pakistan, 
unfavourable statements on 
Kashmir, etc—are clear 
indicators to this fact. 

M.V. Sundaratn 
Coimbatore 

CRISIS OVER POLL 
REFORMS 

It is high time that the 
government shoivs the 
political wisdom and will to 
implematt the electoral 
refonns proposed by the 
Election Commission. But, 
electoral reforms alone jvou't 
ensure free and fair polls. The 
political parties also have tv 
ensure that right candidates 
tvith clean background are 
chosen. Political parties will 
also have to strictly ensure 
that their candidates do not 
indulge in any electoral 
malpractices. No amount of 
electoral reforms can succeed 
if the political parlies are 
not able to enforce them on 
their candidates. 

Varghese John 
Tnvniidrum 

It is nut the resource 
crunch but the lack of will of 
the politicians that is 
preventing the electoral 
reforms to be effected. All 
right-thinking people must 
join the crusade of Mr 
Seshan to reform the 
political system of the 
coroitry. 

Saumitra Mohan 

Patna 

BUDGET '94 

Although the 1994 
Budget, presented by Dr 
Manmohan Singh, was very 


innovative hut, one thing 
that Mr Singh has not been 
able to control is inflation. 
And, this has a direct effect 
on the common man. If the 
government is not able to 
check inflation it will not be 
able to gamer support of the 
people, on reforms, for long. 
Steps should he taken to 
tnaike our tax system more 
effective so that more tax is 
collected, ct'cti after reducing 
tax rales, and the fiscal 
deficit is brought down. 

Qamarjaved 
Ni'w Delhi 

DIPLOMATIC DEFEAT OF 
PAKISTAN 

Indian delegates did 
well to ensure that the 
Pakistani resolution m 
Kashmir, at the UNIIRC 
meet in Geneva, was 
withdrawn. Bui this success 
should not make us 
complacent. Now is the right 
time for India to reirive the 
political process in fammn 
and Kashmir and also take 
some tough action against 
terrorists to force them to 
shun the path ofviolettce. 
Otherwise, India might not 
he so lucky next time. 

Sudesh Prasad 
Bhugaljiiir 

Ms Benaxir Bhutto 
should now realise that fake 
propaganda and empty 
rhetoric will lead her and her 
country to nowhere. 
Negotiations are the only 
toay out to solve jnvblems 
behveen India and Pakistan. 


The experience iff last 40 
years should be sifffleient for 
Pakistmii authorities to 
rtnlise this fact. 

*R.K. Reddy 

Vishakhapatnam 

CM FEATURES 

lama new reader of 
CM. It is indeed a store 
house of knowledge. 

Jawahar Sdokar 
Armori, Mahani^lra 

I had a lots of confusion 
regarding GATT. Thanks to 
the cover story of March '94 
issue for clearing all my 
doubts and providing 
ralutthle information of 
GATT. 

Naveen Kumar 

New Delhi 

Etvry feature of CM is 
classic, especially the 
Personality Developtncnt 
feature which has proved to 
be a guide to peace nfmiml 
for me. 

Jyotiranjan Biswal 

Dlwnkanal. Orissa 

I am a new reader of 
CM. It is indeed most 
in teresting, comprehenswe 
and the best available 
magazine for the preparation 
of various competitive 
exams. 

Sandeep 
AmlHila Cantl 

I have been a reader of 
CM for last two decades. 
What I really admire is the 
way you update the 
awareness subjects according 
to the time. One suggestion I 
will like to make is to 
consider introducing feature 
on Management or Human 
Resource Development. 

C. Sunder 
Bangalore- 


Appeal to Readers 

We shall be grateful if you send us the question papers 
of the various competitive exams for which you may have 
appeared recently. 

Postage expenses will be re-imbursed to all those 
sending us the original papers. 
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EDiTORiAL 


A Snub to 
Seshan 


L akhs of educated people in this country 
experienced a feeling of satisfaction at the 
well-deserved strictures passed by the 
Supreme Court against Chief Election 
Commissioner T.N. Seshan early m April this 
year. Undeniably, Mr Seshan had crossed all 
limits of propriety in his utterances at various 
centres and was attempting, lime and again, to 
usurp the powers of various constitutional 
functionaries, not excluding the judiciary. The 
court rightly observed that Mr sUhan must know 
his limits. iVie judges made a pointed reference to 
a news report in which the Chief Election 
Commis.sioner was stated to have lamented the 
degeneration of various organs of democracy, 
including the judiciary. 

Appropriately, tlie court also asked Mr 
Seshans counsel to advise his client that "he is 
talking too much and behaving in a manner 
unbecoming of a high coiustitutional functionary 
that he is," Mr Sesh^ was warned that if he 
continued to ovcn>tcp his limits, "the court knows 
how to step in and deal with him." It has been 
made clear that, if necessary, it will summon him 
and set him right. "This person seems to have lost 
his balance." One of the Supreme Court judges 
went to the extent of remarking that Mr Seshan 
should keep Itis mouth shut if he did not know 
how to talk. The judge made it clear that tihe CEC 
should mend his ways and stop trying to chasten 
everyone, including the judiciary. He really must 
restrain himself in his public conduct and not act 
as an arrogant dictator nor assume tiie role of a 
police officer out to catch everyone committing 
some electoral or even other types of error, social, 
moral, political or ethical. 

It l^s been widely noticed that Mr Seshan 
taken up this role after he occupied a position in 
which no one could touch him (except through 


impeacliment) or question his bonafides since he 
had been elevated to a safe and umque perch. He 
has been in the senior civil service for years on 
end. It is a moot point why he did not lay stress 
on "three Cs"—cash, criminality and corruption— 
before he became the topmost official in the 
Election Commission. On attaiiung Eiat enviable 
position he started hitting out at all and sundry, 
assuming an eminently moralistic stand. No 
w ondcr many people questioned his actions and I 
he became highly unpopular because of his i 

arrogance and curt conduct i 

However it must be said to his credit that | 
many of his actions and decisions, though abrupt I 
and unexpected, were morally jushfiable. He '! 
made an earnest attempt to reform tlie country's |l 
basically faulty and lesJUng electoral system, |l 

regardless of the unfavourable public reactions. |j 
He sought to eliminate corrupt and unetliicai 
practices and make die entire electoral process 
free, fair and equitable even while treading on 
many coras of eminently placed politicians and 
others. He acted as a fearless reformer and risked 
his reputation in the process. For many of his 
actions and attempted reforms to put the 
democratic process on a soimd basis he deserves 
full credit. 

While the Supreme Court's strictures should 
help mend his ways, the occasion must also be 
taken to cany through the sound suggestions he 
has recently made, since these were well founded. 
His intentions were good, but his ways and 
manners were not. 

Decorum on one side and equitable conduct 
on the other side would together help make 
Indian democracy, especialiy ttUs polity's 
electoral system—^which forms its basis—sound 
and fully creditable. After all, morality and 
integrity in public life are indispensable, Seshan 
or no Seshan. 
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Human Rights Issue 
Setback to Pakistan 


i mdittfi Itself outmamvumed and in 
a di'^lnutlif disadvantageous position at 
tlu Human Rights Commission session 
at Geneva on Manh 8, J994, Pakistan 
mllidtew its niuch-flaunled resolution 
Most of the ttdvamed countries includ 
mg the L/S and China, had niditaled 
//if ir dec ision not to vote in favoui of tlu 
resolution despite alt the diplomatic cf 
fints Islamabad made to get the tesolu 
tion though 

IIL tactical withdrawal ot the 
icsolution at the laht niinute was 
in effei t a serious blow to Pakistan's 
all-out bid to internationalise the 
Kashmir issue 

Over 25 countiies ta\uured 
withdrawal of the resolution which 
Indian spokesmen had rightly 
desciibed as "puhtuallv motnaled" 
Most of the important nations had 
urged a bilateral dialogue to resolve 
the highly controversial Kashmir 
issue (>nlv the 12-membei Oigaiiisa- 
hon of Islamic Countiies (OK) had, 
as usual, assured support to Pakistan 

It was significant that, while ex 
plaining its stand at the C ommission 
session, the US niiide no reference to 
Kashmir Pakistan had been in 
foimed by a spokesman that the US 
would not vote in fav oui ot the con- 
trovcisial icsolution Lailict, Presi 
dent Bill Clinton had been critical of 
India's policies I bus the USA's stand 
at Oeneva was at vaiiance with Mi 
Clinton's exposition came as a rebuff 
to Islamabad 

A few days c'aiher the huiopean 
Union had devoted thiee paiagraphs 
to the Kashmir issue, deploiing the 
violation ot human rights in the Val¬ 
ley hut stated that it would abstain 
fiom \ oting on Pakistan s rt'solution 
It urged both India and Pakistan to 
settle the Kashmir issue thiuugh dis¬ 
cussion and persevere with liigh- 


level talks 

Condemnation of Terrorism: In 
what IS described as a "historic" 
dc'cision with several implications for 
Pak-sponsored terrorist activities in 
} & K, the UN Human Rights Com¬ 
mission deplored terrorism as a 
\ lolation ot human i ights In a c on- 
sensus ic'solution adoptc'd on March 
5 the Commission unequivocal^ 
condemned acts, methods and prac¬ 
tices vif terioiism in all its foims and 
manifestations wlierevei and b\ 
whomevci committed, as acts ot ag¬ 
gression aimed at the destruction ot 
human integritv and sccuiit^ ot 
States, dc*stabilising legitimately con¬ 
stituted governments undermining 
pliiialistic civil scx'iet)r and having 
adveisi* consequences cm c'conomic 
and social development 

It called upon all States to take 
necessary and ettective measuies in 
conformity with international stand¬ 
ards ot human rights, to pievent, 
combat and cMiinmate the teiioiism 
and urged the international lom- 
munitv toenhance loopeiationmthe 
fight against it at the national, 
regional and inteuiational lev ids 1 he 
resolution \ oictxi dix‘p ccmcei n at the 
gross violations cif human rights pei- 
petrated by terrorist groups 

The lesolulion was a shot in the* 
aim lor India which did c onsiderable 
canvassing to cnsuie appioval ot the 
strong censure’ Pakistan was undei 
standabl> unhappy ovei this 
development 

On 1 ebruaiv 25 Pakistan tabu’d 
the much-talked of rc’solution (No I - 
40) on Jammu and Kashmir at the 
session but it could not find a co¬ 
sponsor ft was thus virtually isolated 
on the occasion Latei, Pakistan 
managed to get two sponsors, Saudi 
Arabia and Bosnia, but these 


countries had only observer status at 
the Commission The indication 
seemed to be that international sup¬ 
port to the resolution was lacking 
1 ven the 14-member group of the 
Organisation of Islamic C'ountiies 
(CIIC) did not oblige it The stakes 
were appaientl> higher for Pakistan 
this time as the political future of 
Ms Beiia/ii Bhutto Piime MinisU’r, 
was stated to be linkc'd with the 
Kashmir tangle 

Text of resolution I olli iw mg is 
the text ot the resolution 'The V om¬ 
mission on Human Rights -Rexog 
nising the need tot uriivtrsal 
piomotion and piotecticm ot I iin- 
dameiitiil Rights as defined in the 
Univetsal IJedaiation ot Human 
Rights and othei instruments, 
covenants and dcclaiations on 
human righK, noting the peisistc’iit 
and w ell-docunii lit* d leports of 
massive human lights vicilations in 
lammu and Kashmii (I) Reattirms 
the tundanuntal human rights ot the 
pc'ople ot Jammu and Kxishmir (2) 
I xpiessos giave concern at the guiss 
and consistent violations of the 
human lights c>t the pcxiplc ot lammu 
iind Kashmii (T) Dtxidc’s to send a 
lacttiiuling mission to Jammu and 
Kashmir tc* investigate and leport on 
the human rights situation there to 
the 4^)111 Session of the UN Ueneial 
AsH’mbly (some days latei as pai t of 
its tactics, Pakistan withdievv this 
plea tor a tact finding mission), (4) 
I tec ides to con&ider the situation c^ 
human rights in lammu and Kashmir 
at Its 51 St session 

The "action" component of the 
Pak draft resolution related to semd- 
1 ig a iacl-findmg mission to Jammu 
and Kashmir to invc’stigatc and 
report on the human rights situation 
there to the 49lh UN Cicncral As- 
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: sembly to be followed by the 
UNHRC considering the human 
rights situation there in its 51st ses¬ 
sion. 

’ The mover of the resolution did 
n6t need co-sponsors, although a 
joint or fortified venture does nave 
the advantage of seeming to enjoy 
support which may influence the 
voting pattern. India exposed the 
weakness of the Pak ploy by pointing 
to the fact that the document in ques¬ 
tion projected Jammu and Kashmir 
as an independent entity. Its call to 
. the conscience of the 53-nation body 
to riot merely abstain from voting on 
the resolution but to defeat the mo¬ 
tion was tactically wise. Pakistan had 
a single aim to extinguish 
bilateralism and take the Kashmir 
question to the UN where the scope 
for India-baiting might be ample and 
its own acts of sabotage and escala¬ 
tion of the proxy war could be 
obscured in pro and anti-rhetoric. 

Pakistan had come up with a 
similar resolution earlier which it 
failed to table before the U.N. forum 
I owing to the discouragement from 
I the "friends of the two neighbours", 
i The countries that dissuaded Pakis- 
I tan from taking the calculatodly un- 
1 neighbourly step were still on the 
I scene. But Ms Benazir Bhutto's 
1 chosen team at Geneva showed 
greater speed this time. 

Indian Ambassador Mr S.S. Ray 
and Minister of State for External Af¬ 
fairs Salman Khutsheed, cautioned 
the U.N. against allowing Pakistan to 
use this humanitarian forum fur a 
blatantly political purpose. India's 
human rights concern has been ade 
quately explained and Pakistan's role 
in damaging the tranquillity of 
Jammu and Kashmir by terrorism has 
been well publicised. 

Praise for India 

HE U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs, John Shattuck, 
recently praised India for improving 
its human rights record and said such 
countries "should be very proud of 
the advances they have made". The 
remarks, at a press conference early 
in February, 1994, came as a complete 
surprise. Only recently the State 


Department report on human rights 
was highly critical of India. 

Mr Shattuck said India "is a very 
good, very interesting and important 
story of a great democracy wmch has 
over a long period of time evolved 
democratic institutions and is in the 
rocess of addressing issues of 
uman rights abuses and adhering to 
internationally recognised human 
rights standards". He suggested that 
India should aim at a common civil 
law for all her people r^ardless of 
their religion. 

In the human rights report, it is 
stated that India's decision to allow 
Muslims to be governed by their own 
personal laws had the effect of freez¬ 
ing the traditional discrimination 
against Muslim women in respect of 
marriage, divqrce, property rights 
and so on. 

Mr Shattuck said "the strength of 
a democratic government is 
demonstrated by its openness and its 
ability to project its protections for 
human rights and thereby to over¬ 
come those who are seeking to under¬ 
mine human rights by misusing 
information." He even admitted that 
"there are of course inevitably, in a 
very large country, major issues of 
human rights abuse. They are docu¬ 
mented in our report, so also are the 
areas of progress in India. We arc par¬ 
ticularly taking note of the creation of 
a Human Rights Commission in 
India which indicates the seriousness 
on the part of the Government to 
make sure to implement internation¬ 
al human rights standards." 

"We were pleased and texjk note in 
the report of the openness of India to 
International Human Rights monitors 
for the first time" said a representative 
of Amnesty International, which had 
.sent a mission to India. It was in this 
context that he said that countries like 
India have a right to be proud of the 
Human Rights advances they have 
made. 

On human rights in the United 
States, Secretary Christopher had 
pointed out after the Los Angeles 
riots and the lapses of the police 
during those days, the U.S. was very 
conscious of the need to improve its 
own record. Mr Shattuck agreed with 
a Bangladesh correspondent that 


under a democratic system lapses are 
much more visible than under 
authoritarian regimes, whether in 
Banglad^h or elsewhere. 

On February 20 India voiced its 
concern against human rights viola¬ 
tions perpetrated by terrorists in 1 
many parts of the world and em- ' 
phasised the need for cooperation 
among countries to "prevent and 
combat" this menace. 

In Punjab terrorist violence had 
taken a toll of about 12,000 lives in the 
last decade and nearly 7,000 in the 
last three years. In Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, about 4,000 people, including 
2600 Muslims, had been slaughtered 
by the terrorists. 

Addressing the Commission on 
Human Rights, leader of the Indian 
delegation Atal Behari Vajpayee 
reminded the world community of 
the Vienna Declaration, calling for 
necessary steps to prevent and com¬ 
bat terrorism, all acts and practices 
which were recognised as activities 
aimed at the destruction of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. In¬ 
directly referring to Pakistan, he said 
terrorism assumed a particularly 
malevolent form when aided, abetted 
and sponsored from abroad. "We are 
facing this situation in our country. 
Our commitment of democracy, rule 
of law, our .secular fabric and our ter¬ 
ritorial integrity is being challenged 
by terrorist violence." 

The systematic religion-based ex¬ 
tremism by terrorist elements had 
resulted in an exodus of 250,000 
members of other religious com¬ 
munities from the Kashmir Valley. 

Mere Respite: Pakistan's 
decision to withdraw the resolution in 
order to avoid a defeat is regarded as a 
triumph for Indian diplomacy, but the 
fact remains that the Kashmir question 
got considerable publicity in the inter¬ 
national arena. Moreover, Pakistan has 
asserted that the resolution has not 
been dropped but cmly deferred until a 
more suitable occasion. So the danger 
of adversepre^aganda remains. India 
has done well to promptly renew its 
offer to restart talks with Islamabad. It 
IS abo well-advised to take all possible 
steps to remove the complaints regard¬ 
ing violations of human rights in the 
Valley by its forces. 
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SPEaALF^URE-H 


Crime-Politics Nexus 
NewPhase 


With the passage of time, more and 
more eoidence is becoming available of 
antisocial elements, including under¬ 
world kingpins, well-known criminals 
and history-sheeters having become 
legislators inrouffh elect ions or otherwise 
deriving political clout. In fact, this is 
now an established fact; attempts in some 
quarters to deny it are futile. 

HE latest proof of the Jink and 
admission in this regard have 
been provided by the committee 
headed by Mr Kartinanidhi, Kerala 
Chief Minister, which said the Con¬ 
gress must stop pretending that it has 
no truck with anti-social elements. 
Notable examples of the unholy 
nexus are U.P., Bihar and West Ben¬ 
gal. Maharashtra and Andhra 
Pradesh arc not free from this nienace 
either. 

A Calcutta daily recently 
ridiculed the desperate efforts by 
politicians to wash their hands of all 
anti-social elements on many of 
whom they depend for survival. 
Politicians, policemen and 
criminals—the three key wielders of 
power in this country, a retired 
Supreme Court Judge said, seem to 
be supreme. Politicians from all par¬ 
ties approach the criminals for help 
and rely on their money and muscle 
power at all times, especially during 
elections. Many people believe that 
maria dons enjoy special status in 
metropolitan cities and certain other 
areas. 

By common consent the vital 
; electoral process of democracy, is lar¬ 
gely affected by the activities of 
criminal elements; intimidation, 
violence and use of force in fact strike 
at the very basis of free, unrestricted 
exercise of the rilght of vote. The 
threat posed by muscle power and 
criminalisation of politics has often 
been discussed by various political 
parties but no emetive remedy has 


yet been found. The unpleasant 
reality is that the majority of the 
political parties feel no compunction 
in bypassing and ignoring pious sen¬ 
timents and the tali talk of ethical 
standards. Finding that musclemen 
and black money donated by unso¬ 
cial elements are indispensable for 
success in elections, they have found 
it futile to give serious thought to the 
ticklish problem. 

Yet another irony is that the big¬ 
ger 'goonda' a person is, the greater 
is considered to be his actual utility 
to a political party. Moreover, after 
his election to a legislature, a per¬ 
son, however guilty he may be from 
the social standpoint and normal 
standards of civilisation, the more 
secure he feels. There is a quid pro 
quo for all support given by anti-so¬ 
cial elements to politicians at elec¬ 
tion time. 

Debacle in U.P.: The r^ort sub¬ 
mitted by Mr K. Karunakaran to the 
Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, on February 25, 1994, on the 
causes of defeat in 1993 elections 
makes no bones about the party's 
liaison with hoodlums. "It is no use 
saying we have not given tickets to 
anti-social elements. Our moral 
authority to preach others gets lost 
when we are ourselves guilty. The 
Congress will suffer grievously if 
we don't come to grips with the 
issue of criminalisation of political 
life." 

Recommending drastic overhaul 
of the party if it is to re-emerge as a 
force to be reckoned widt in UJP., the 
report says revival of the Congress is 
critical not just for the future of the 
Congress but also for the future of 
U.P. itself. The probe committee 
which included Dr jagannath Mi^- 
ra» Mrs Pratibha Patil, Mr Virbhadra 
Singh, Mr A.R. Antulay, Mr Buta 
Singh and Mr Chandulal 


Chandrakar, says in its recommenda¬ 
tions that a 'tyounger team with 
proven credentials" should be enr 
couraged to take up the leadership of 
the faction-ridden party. The commit¬ 
tee has blamed two senior party 
leaders for making demoralising 
statements shortly before the elec¬ 
tions. 

The probe panel has recom¬ 
mended the appointment of a dis¬ 
ciplinary committee for taking 
action against all those responsible 
for undermining Congress poll 
prospects in the State where, in the 
1980 election, it had won 309 out of 
425 Assembly seats and notehed up 
37.9 per cent voting percentage. 

Aiuiiysing the results of the last 
election, the committee has drawn 
very uncomforting conclusions for 
the Congress leadership. For in¬ 
stance, it found that the Congress 
could win in only nine out of the 185 
constituencies where the Muslims 
form more tfian 15 percent electorate. 
Over 260 Congress candidates lost 
their security deposits. An even more 
disturbing revelation was that only in 
rive out of 63 districts in die State the 
Congress could manage to get over 
30 per cent of the votes; of these five 
districts, four are in the hills. 

In contrast, B.J.P. increased its 
share of votes from 31 percentinl991 
to slightly over 33 per cent in last 
poll. Furthermore, BJP had improved 
its position considerably in areas and 
regions like Western U.P., where it 
did not have much of presence ear¬ 
lier. The party's share of votes had 
also increased among the Scheduled 
Castes. The BJP had managed to win 
almost half of the 185 consfituencies 
where Muslims formed an impoitant 
segment of the electorate. 

In a comprdiensive review of the 
party's performance, the committee 
has| statra that factitmal feuds among 
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regional and local leaders seemed to 
have jeopardised their performance. 
In addition, the party was hand¬ 
icapped by the absence of en¬ 
thusiasm among central Congress 
leaders hailing from the State. Even 
the PCC leaders failed to mobilise 
support for the party. Blaming the 
candidates' selection prcKess, the 
panel found that a numlx'r of party 
candidates did not conform to any set 
criteria. Although Cemgress was main¬ 
ly responsible for the implementation 
of theMandal Commission reservation 
formula, toe party failed to derive ad¬ 
vantage from it UP. is in a "bind" 
today. On one side are ranged forces of 
communalism and, on the othiT, forces 
ofcasteism. 

Drawing attention to at least 
100 Assembly constituencies where 
the party has never won in the 
State, the panel has endorsed the 
Prime Minister's suggestion that of¬ 
fice-bearers of PCCs and DC’Cs 
should not contest elections 
Development works should be in¬ 
itiated to strengthen the party in 
areas where it has boon chronically 
weak. 

Police worried: Actording to 
another assessment, higher echelons 
of the UP police are jiltery over 
several mafia dons getting elected to 
the Vidhan Sabha. The police head¬ 
quarters ha.s computerised data ac¬ 
cording to which at least 30 per cent 
of the successful candidates are 
believed to have .some criminal back¬ 
ground. The office of the Additional 
DirectorCJeneral of Police {Law and 
Order), UP, has prepared records of ail 
Mlj\s who have a enminai past. Ac¬ 
cording to otficial information, tiiere 
are over 50 MLAs who are hislory- 
itoeeters. Over 35 are reported to be 
professional criminals and about 70 are 
known to be heading mafia gangs 

Official sources suspect that 
three mafia dons have been elected 
from western Uttar Pradesh. The 
police sources point out that the DJP 
heads the list of the 141 legislators 
who are alleged to have .some kind of 
criminal background. In the 1991 
election, as many as 127 persons with 
some criminal background were suc¬ 
cessful. 

It is alleged that 47 of UJP's 


elected representatives have a 
criminal background; 41 belong to 
the S.P. (Samajvadi Party), 16 to the 
I^SP, seven to the Congr^ and 11 to 
the Janata Dal. Although, a number 
of elected representatives maintain 
that the police ha.s registered false 
cases against them, the Samajvadi 
Parly has the largest number of l^is- 
lalors with a "hardcore" background. 
Eight of them have been identified as 
mafia leaders out of 13 who are fur¬ 
ther identified to be "A" class histoiy- 
sheeters. One member of the BSP is 
facing charges related to 44 criminal 
offences, including murder. 
Likewise, a Samajvadi Party legis¬ 
lator is allegedly involved in over 30 
criminal cases 

It is further contended that 
during BJP rule, headed by Mr 
Kalyan Singh, a large number of dons 
had cither been arrested or had gone 
underground because of strict police 
action But with the emergence of Mr 
Muiayain Singh Yadav as Chief Min¬ 
ister and the election of persons with 
a shady record to the UP Assembly, 
the police may find it difficult to 
proceed against them Highly placed 
police sources admit that the police 
may have to bow to political pressure 
and exonerate many jM’rsons with a 
criminal background 

The only saving grace is that a 
large number of other candidates 
with criminal background have bt‘en 
rejected at the hustings. Prominent 
among them were "Kala Baccha" of 
the BJP who was defeated from the 
Bilhaui cunstiluunry of Kanpur 
Dohat He is facing charges in 62 
cases. A similar fate awaited Mr Gur- 
bax Singh Bakshi in Lucknow, Mr 
Ram Gopai Mishar in Sitapur and Mr 
Virender Pratap Sahi in Gorakhpur 
district. The maximum number of 
history-shceters fought the election 
from toe Patti seat in Pratapgarh dis¬ 
trict. There were about 14 such can¬ 
didates from this constituency. 

1'he police is keeping its fingers 
crossed as a new trend of election is 
emerging under which people with 
gun and money power get themsel¬ 
ves elected to the Legislative As¬ 
sembly. This has made tl^ police task 
arduous as far as maintenance of law 
and order in a sensitive province like 


UP is concerned. 

Addressing a public Innclioii in 
North 24-PaigBnas on Mareh o tins 
year, ChkHf Minister Jyoti Basu ui'iU 
on record, for toe first time, that cer¬ 
tain political parties, along with M«me 
newspapers, were instigating anti¬ 
social elements. He admitted that 
anti-social activities were increas¬ 
ing because of certain persons 
taking advantage of the difficult 
socio-economic situation. It is un¬ 
derstood that he had the Congress 
and particularly the Youth Con¬ 
gress in mind, but he did not name 
any particular party. In recent 
months, Mr Basu has, on certain oc¬ 
casions described Congress 
workers as "goondas" But then the 
CPM too has been accused (by some 
Congress leaders) of harbouring 
anti-social elements. 

The .secretary of the State CPM 
had admitted in writing that influen¬ 
tial party members had maintiined 
connection with, and accepted 
favours from, toe "Satta" don, who is 
chief accused in the large-scale Bow 
Bazar explosion Some Marxists are 
alleged to have given shelter to 
criminals. One such criminal was 
stated to be getting patronage from 
the CPM He has not been arrested. 
According to another allegatiwi, anti¬ 
social elements feel more secure 
under the ivings of the Marxists. The 
point to be noted is that there is un¬ 
deniably a link between politicians 
and criminals, both benefit from their 
c!ost> association The sufferers arc 
the common people in various parts 
of the country. 

Fresh evidence of the nexus has 
come through tlie RAW, IB and C.B.L 
rcfjortinthewakcof the Bombay blasts 
early in 1993. It states that several Min¬ 
isters of the Centre and the 
Maharashtra Government were direct¬ 
ly or indirectly involved in the con¬ 
spiracy and acted in league with tlie 
mafia. "For reaping personal and 
pecuniary gains they sacrificed the na¬ 
tional interests." It has been revealed 
that if ail the Central agi^cies had 
cooperated, the blasts would have 
been detected earlier or even stalled. 
This is a sorry reflection on our Mini¬ 
sters and politicians of all parties. 
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COVER FEATURE 


Fears of Nuclear Conflict 

Dismal Scenario; Bleak Outlook 


The vmrld's cminmlly desirable 
of complete elindnalion of all nuclear 
weapons has evidently faded away. The 
prospects of lasting peace too have 
receaed. South Asia »s naio regarded by 
the West, especially the USA. as the 
world's most dangerous area; the fears of 
a nuclear conflict llwrelutvelven increas¬ 
ing. 

Soim senior Americans contended, 
on the basis of military studies, that 
South Asia, where India and Pakistan 
have fought three wars, is the mast likely 
area of the loorld to explode and wage a 
nuclear war in the next five years. Ac¬ 
cording to these experts, Iwth India and 
Pakistan will be able to deploy nuclear 
weapons and they are developing ballistic 
missiles that coiild carry the tueapans to 
selected targets. India is one of the 
countries that luis been subjected'by the 
U.S.A. to nuclear coercion. 

This S}Hxial Feature surveys the in¬ 
ternational nuclear scene and assesses 
the situation from the standpoint of 
peace-loving humanity. 

FOR the past many 
months the leading 
countries' attention 
was focussed on 
North Korea where 
the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration had 
been trying, through negotiations 
and also through subtle and even un- 
disgiiisiHl tlireats, lo gel the nuclear 
facililies in that country opened lo 
interhalional insp<*ction. The IJ.S. 
was even threatening lo ttsk Ihe UN 
It* inip«ise sanctions l«i luirl the Nt>rth 
Korean economv if negotiations did 
luit produce a solution, (hat. oftuials 
said, could mean a nuclear conflict on 
the Korean pemnsula The\' aiso 
named Iran a'* an .iiva ot concern. 
Then*, it is argued, a r.idic.il regime is 
developing nuclear and chemical 
w'l'apons and aims at expanding its 
aolhoiity in thetaill legioii The U.S. 
admjnist.alioii has Iven Irving lo 


persuade Russia and China not to sell 
nuclear reactors to Iran. 

Nortli Korea has emerged from 
its bout of brinkmanship with clear 
concessions from the U.S. and South 
Korea, while itself not agreeing to the 
special inspections which would 
yield vital clues about its nuclear 
weapons programme. Finally, acting 
two days before a deadline set by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in Vienna, the North Koreans 
on February 26 agreed to inspection 
of its seven declared nuclear installa¬ 
tions. Ever since North Korea 
threatened to quit Ihe Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NNPT) a year 
ago, the IAEA had been unable to 
carry out such inspections properly. 

End of proliferation not yet 

THREE years after 
the end of the Cold 
War turned back the 
Doomsday clock, 
nuclear prolifera¬ 
tion remains the 
number one worry 
for the United States. In 1993 it 
stepped up its effort to arm-twist 
defiant Asian nations. It turned on 
the heat on countries like North 
Korea, Pakistan and Ukraine to roll 
back their bomb programmes but 
without notable success. That is an 
example of a nuclear Super Power 
using unwarranted pressure. 

The rhetoric started flying thick 
and fast in July when President Bill 
Clinton went to the extent of warning 
the North Korean leader, Mr Kim 11 
Sung, that if the latter contemplated 
u.sing nuclear weapons, "it would 
mean the end of his country". North 
Korea shot back, accusing 
Washington of "pursuing a double 
standard nuclear policy on the 
iHidear ii^e, which is raising a hue 
and cry over the non-existent nuclear 
programme of Norfli Korea while 


feigning ignorance of Japan's move 
to become a nuclear power". 

Japan, which suffered atomic at- 
tacl^ an Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945, denies any nuclear ambitions 
but has been nervous lately about 
being wifliin range of North Korea's 
new Rodong-1 ballistic mi^ile. Most 
South Koreans believe the North's 
economy is in such bad shape it just 
cannot sustain a long drawn war. 
They understand the North well, 
pushed to the wall by a bankrupt 
economy and suflering from Lite loss 
of support from erstwhile comrades 
in Moscow and Beijing. Mr Kim 11 
Sung sees diplomatic recognition and 
aid from Washington as his salvation. 

Ukraine: Washington also tried 
in vain in 199.3 to get Ukraine to give 
up the 1600 warheads it inherited 
from the Soviet Union before its 
scientists cracked the codes that 
would allow them to fire the 
weapons. The discussions on the 
nuclear factor have shown that put¬ 
ting pressure on small countries can 
be counter-productive, however 
much a country is in need of aid or 
recognition. 

Pakistan: Pakistan itself has 
been feeling Washington's big stick 
ever since its military and economic 
aid were cut off in 1991 for pushing 
through with a nuclear weapons 
programme. The US Senator, Mr 
Larry Pressler, who introduced the 
amendement that bars nuclear 
weapons States from receiving US 
aid, nos discounted rumours tiiat his 
amendment is about to be repealed. 

"US taxpayers' money cannot be 
squandered tor development of 
nuclear weapons elsewlwre in the 
world", Mr Pressler was quoted as 
saying in New E>elhi during his 
recent visit. Pakistanis are incensed 
that their country is being "singled 
out" by tire Pressler Amendment 
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bnel: The director of the US 
Central Intelligence Agency (QA) 
adiputted in an interview that "Israel 
is generally teg^ed as having some 
kitid of nuclear capability". 

Two years ago, the CIA set up a 
centre to mortitor nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction in the 
post-Cold War world and has been 
closely following military program¬ 
mes in various countries. 

In November, 1993, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Mr Yitzhak Rabin, 
stated in Washington, "Israeli policy 
was, and is, that we will not be the 
first to use nuclear weapons in the 
context of the Arab-lsraeli and Is- 
lamic-lsraeli conflict." The words 
were carefully chosen and did not 
deny what everyone suspects (that 
Israel has nuclear weapons). He also 

g lossed over the fact that none of 
irael's Arab neighbours are even 
dose to building nuclear weapons. 
Iraq's nuclear installation was 
bombed' and destroyed in an Israeli 
air raid in 1988. 

The "special inspection" sought 
by the IAEA was one of the main 
reasons that compelled North Korea 
to declare its withdrawal from the 
NPT. The fact is that the North 
Koreans never abandoned their in¬ 
tention to withdraw from the NPT. 
They merely indicated to the 
Americans that the withdrawal 
would be suspended. Another as¬ 
sumption was that once North Korea 
had allowed IAEA regular inspec¬ 
tions to recommence, and had 
revived its promised dialogue with 
South Korea over the de-nucleariza¬ 
tion of Korea, then the US would 
agree to further high-level bilateral 
negotiations. 

While N. Korea maintains that Its 
nuclear programme is peaceful, the 
Western countries, led by the US, 
claim that Pyongyang has N-bomb 
making capacity and its N-missiles 
can reach Seoul and Tokyo. 

The IAEA already has evidence 
that North Korea has excess 
plutonium with which it could be 
making bombs. All (hat North Korea 
has now agreed to is that its seven 
declared facilities can be in^>ected 
once again by IAEA. 


India-Pak&NFT 

THE India-Pakistan 
positions on the 
nuclear bomb issue 
reflect an irony. India 
says it will need a 
bomb if Pakistan as¬ 
sembles one; Pakistan 
says it will want a bomb if India 
makes one. Neither side trusts the 
other. India fears that a Pakistani 
bomb will be used against it; the 
Pakistanis think that an Indian tomb 
will be used agairuit them. However, 
one difference marks Indian and 
Pakistan's position on the nuclear 
issue. Pakistan wants to sign a treaty 
with India by which both sides 
pledge not to make a bomb, but India 
r^ects this proposal. Pakistan also 
says it will sign the TnJPT if India does, 
but India says no. India has no desire 
to become a nuclear power. If it 
wanted, it could have had a small 
arsenal of nuclear bombs by now. It 
exploded a 12-kiloton bomb 19 years 
ago. 

India doesn't see the nuclear 
bomb from an India-Pakistan 
perspective, but from a global one. It 
sees white nuclear nations like the 
USA, Britain and France using the 
NPT to apply a double standard on 
the issue—a double standard by 
which they keep the nuclear bombs 
they have but stop them from reach¬ 
ing the coloured Third World. India 
realises that the NPT makes sense be¬ 
cause cuibing the horizontal spread 
of nuclear weapons will reduce the 
chances of a nuclear accident or 
nuclear war. India also approves of 
the world's nuclear powers commit¬ 
ting themselves to reducing their ar¬ 
senals. But it fails to understand why 
the nuclear powers stop at limiting 
their nuclear stockpiles? They do not 
pledge to eliminate the stockpiles al¬ 
together so that not a single nuclear 
weapon remains on the face of the 
earth. 

This has made India suspicious 
of the NPT. It looks too much like an 
instrument to freeze the present 
'status quo' where the nuclear 
weapon States seems to be telling the 
others: "Bombs are safe in our hands. 
They won't be safe in yours." 



Naturally, India finds this dls- 
criminatr^ and patronising. That is 
why it asserts that tiiough it will not 
make a bomb, it will not renounce its 
right to do so. 

During the past two decades or 
so, the nuclear powers have con¬ 
ducted hundreds of underground 
test explosions while lecturing the 
world about the dangers from atomic 
weapons. The bomb apparently 
brings prestige to those nations 
which possesses it, and the mure the 
better! Otherwise, why should all 
five members of the UN Security 
Council be nuclear-weapon States— 
the USA, Russia, Britain, France and 
China? 

Pak firm on N-Programme: 
Pakistan seems dead set on pursuing 
its nuclear programme. To confirm 
the country's determination. Foreign 
Minister A. Ahmad Ali stated on 
January 23,1994, that Paki-stan would 
not succumb to any pressure to roll { 
back, freeze or cap its plans in this 
regard. His country would not make 
any bargain on its programme to im¬ 
prove its relations with the U.S.A. 

"We have made it clear that wc 
believe in nuclear non-proliferation 
and have no intention of producing 
nuclear arsenal", the Minister said. 
"We need nuclear energy for our 
power requirements to end the load¬ 
shedding and for research 
programme to improve the quality of 
medical treatment and impro\'cment 
in agricultural sector." He also ruled 
out the possibility of Islamabad sign¬ 
ing the NPT unless New Delhi agreed 
to do so. 

Stating that hostilities often 
broke out between the troops of India 
and Pakistan along the long border 
where they stood, Sardar Aseef said 
that "it was essential for our well- 
wishers to treat both Pakistan and 
India equally while drawing 
parameters for the nuclear field". 

Pakistan would continue with its 
nuclear programme until threats of 
war with India existed. We have ac¬ 
quired the knowhow to build nuclear 
weaptms but have time and again as¬ 
sured the world that we will not 
make a bomb for use against any 
country. We want to continue the 
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nuclear pn^iaitune for our security 
reasoi. 

Subsequent developments like 
the Soviet withdrawal from Af¬ 
ghanistan and the end of the Cold 
War put a diffraent spin on the U.S.- 
Pakistan relationship. The true extent 
of American duplicity in Islamabad's 
boihb programme came to’light in a 
series of embarrassing disclosures. 
Senators like Mr John Glenn and Mr 
Prcssler deplored the role of the 
White House under Presidents 
Reagan and Bush in whitewashing 
Islamabad's clandestine nuclear 
quest. Pakistan had by then acquired 
what it perceived to be a deterrent 
capaliility in its stand-off with India. 
This chronology may also rationalise 
Pakistan's increased belligerence 
over Kashmir after 1987 with a 
nuclear weapon in the closet. 

The U.S. discomfort at having 
been exposed by its own Con¬ 
gressmen and press led the White 
House to begin a damage control act 
which culminated in invoking the 
Pressler amendment in subsequent 
years even while highlighting the im¬ 
minence of a nuclear wax in the sub¬ 
continent over Kashmir. The new 
U.S. I'oreign Assistance Act, unveiled 
in the Congress on February 2 this 
year, was the first post-Cold War 
legislation on American foreign aid 
and seeks to replace the outdated 
1961 Act. 

U.S, priorities: According to 
this move, the US has identified six 
priorities. These are: ensuring 
America's economic competitiveness 
and security, supporting reform in 
Russia and the CIS, renewing the 
relationship with NATO and Europe, 
expanding linkages across Asia and 
the Pacific, forging an enduring 
peace in West Asia and meeting the 
challenges to U.S. security pos^ by 
proliferation, environmental 
degradation, over population, nar¬ 
cotics and terrorism. 

The intention of the U.S. ad¬ 
ministration to get over the Pressler 
amendment has been made clear by 
Ms Robin Raphel, the high-proffle 
South Asian Bureau Chief in the U.S. 
State Department, in her testimony to 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee, described the amendment as 


an "obstacle" to U.S. relaticms with 
Pakistan. 

'The irony is that Washington, 
which activriy aided and abett^ the 
Pakistani programme, is now at- 
temptir^ to overcome the "obstacle" 
of the Pressler amendment and yet 
retaining its anti-proliferation drive. 
That the latter is a serious objective 
has been revealed by the 
"Washington Post" in yet another 
disturbing disclosure, this time about 
the Clinton Administration's plans 
for pre-emptive strikes against Third 
Worid nuclear plants. 

So the U.S, appears to have un¬ 
wisely reared a nuclear tiger in Pakis¬ 
tan and is now unable to ride it. 
While tlie entire focus of the Pressler 
amendment and the Pakistani bomb 
seems to be on the Indian subcon¬ 
tinent, it may be prudent to dwell on 
the implications of a Paki.stani 
nuclear capability for West Asia. 

"Pak Has 12 Bombs": Pakistan 
has managed to make six to 12 bombs 
each capable of repeating Hiroshima, 
the "Los Angeles" Times reported on 
March 19, 1994, -quoting some 
western experts. It pointed out that 
what especially concerns India about 
the proposed delivery of 30 more F- 
16s to Pakistan, on top of the 40 it had 
received earlier, is that there is no 
equivalent in the Indian arsenal, a 
flexible multi-role aircraft capable of 
both carrying nuclear bombs and en¬ 
gaging in delights. 

In addition to the P-16s, the USA 
proposed to give Pakistan other 
military equipment too, including 
American t- 37 jet trainers already on 
loan to Pakistan. New Delhi's reac¬ 
tion was sharp and swift. The Pakis¬ 
tanis are pressing to have the bisue 
settled sf^dily. The new Pakistan 
Ambassador told the pajaer: "We are 
faced with the overwhelming supe¬ 
riority of India. Help us." 

The Pakistani military is also 
pressing for these planes urgently. 
The "Lm Angeles 'Times" quoted a 
Pakistani Army General who has 
served as military attache in 
Washington as saying: 'The feeling 
here now has become that you can't 
trust tile Americans." From the Pakis¬ 
tani point of view, said tiie paper, "if 


America does not allow delivery of 
the high-peifmmance fighters, for 
which Pakistan has already paid 
more than $900 millicm, it is no better 
than a double-dealer." 

To Indians, the new American 
idea amounts to no less than accep¬ 
tance of Pakistanis full-fledged 
nuclear power. And, they claim, 
delivery of tiie planes would as much 
as quadruple me number of most bit¬ 
ter foe's arsenal. 

In Washington, a State Depart¬ 
ment spokeswoman said that the 
Clinton Administration will allow 
delivery of the Lockheed-produced 
jets known as fighting Falcons only if 
the Government of IVime Minister 
Bhutto promises to halt its produc¬ 
tion of nuclear weapon material. If 
Pakistan agrees to the deal, it will 
require approval by Congress. How¬ 
ever, in anticipation of Pakistani ap¬ 
proval, tiie administration is already 
pressing for Congressional approval. 
Senator Pressler has confirmed 

Senator Pressler has said that the 
Under Secretary of Defence, Mr Frank 
Wisner, who will be tiie next Ambas- 
.sador to India, has contacted him to 
suggest a one-time exception to tiw 
Pressler amendnvmt. Mr Pressler has 
strongly opposed any change. "It is the 
only piece of non-proliferation legisla¬ 
tion on the bool», and I think we 
should be building on it." 

However, the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration, analysts note, is very 
keen on maintaining and expanding 
jobs at home, and the Pakistani order 
means more jobs in addition to put¬ 
ting pressure on India on the nuclear 
non-proliferation issue. According to 
a report, Pakistan pledged not to 
make nuclear weapon and in return 
the USA gave massive econontic and 
military aid, using the need to fight 
the proxy war against the Soviets in 
Afghanistan as the reason. Pakistan 
broke i ts pledge. Now the USA wants 
to forget its part of the deal by 
making the "one-time exception". 

An official stated that the US 
Government has presented to the 
Government of Pakistan a complex 
proposal to advance the U.S. non- 
proliferation goate in South Asia. The 
proposal would verifiably cap (freeze 
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on at, tt» current level) Pakistan's 
nudear weapcm material production in 
return for which, following approval 
by Congress, Pakistan would be 
provided up to 38 F-16s already paid 
foij, Pakistan had already received F- 
16^ before the imposition of the 
Pressler amendment. In a twophase 
purchase programme beginning in 
1988, the Pakistan Government con¬ 
tracted for up to 71 more of the F-16s 
and paid $ 914 million, according to a 
Pentagon spokesman. 

Pak's Internal dilemma: In a 
balanced analysis, a commentator 
wrote in a leading Pakistani 
newspaper "The Nation" early in 
December, 1993, that the US has 
"doubled" its efforts to persuade 
I^kistan to "open up its secret nuclear 
installations for inspection". But he is 
confident that this pressure would not 
work because, in his words, 
"Pakistan's nuclear programme has 
been shaped by the military estab¬ 
lishment." Successive Prime Ministers 
have nwrely echoed whathasbeen told 
to them, ^at "this country cannot 
guarantee its security in conventional 
terms and needs the potential direat of 
a nuclear deterrent against India". 

This indeed is the heart of the 
matter, and the consensus on the in¬ 
dispensability of the nuclear 
weapons, as on the military's 
supremacy in making nuclear policy, 
is overwhelming. General Aslam Beg 
has challenged Ms Bhutto's claim 
that she was kept in the dark about 
the nuclear programme, protested 
against attempts to "tarnish" the 
image of the army, particularly of 
himself, and revealed that the 
decision to "freeze" the first stage of 
the nuclear programme (enrichment 
of uranium), was taken jointly by the 
then President, Mr Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan, the then Prime Minister, Ms 
Bhutto, the then Army Chief (him¬ 
self) and "three very responsible, 
persons". But on the issue of retain¬ 
ing nuclear weapons, he is uncom¬ 
promising. 

Mr Nawaz Sharief maintained 
that "to give up the nuclear 
capability would be tantamount to 
conunitting a national suicide". He 
further declared that any prime 
minister rolling back the nuclear 


programme would be guilty of 
"treason". 

It is believed thatif Soudt Asia ever 
becomes totally free of nuclear 
weapons, bidia's massive omventional 
superiority over Pakistan would be¬ 
come unchallengeable. Obviously, 
Pakistan believes that India would 
never agree to a non-fnoUferation ar¬ 
rangement that is confined to India arid 
Paldstan only and does not include 
China, Kazakhstan and perhaps others. 

Pakistani officials have chalked 
out a plan, according to which if 
Pakistan is not singleo out for pres¬ 
sure tactics on the nuclear issue by 
the West, then it can accept all the 
ideas of the U.S. about making South 
Asia a nuclear free zone. The main US 
aims are two; getting India and Pakis¬ 
tan to sign the NPT (basically 
without attaching conditions) and for 
this purpose they would want these 
two neighbours to sort out their dis¬ 
putes, ^iefiy Kvishmir. Removal of 
local tensions would facilitate the US 
to maintain the balance of power in 
Asia. In any case, India and Pakistan 
have first to be softened for giving up 
their so-called options. Here again 
Pakistan does not seem to pose much 
of a problem to outsiders; Islamabad 
says that their option is aimed at 
India's superior military strength in 
the conventional arms field. 

India's case: India's ca.se is more 
complicated. It does not endear itself 
to the West by pointing out the logical 
inconsistency of the major powers 
keeping their vast nuclear arsenals 
while preaching abstinence to India 
and others in Asia. New Delhi's 
citing of the Qiinese bomb as jus¬ 
tification for the Indian option— 
without forgetting the' Chinese 
argumimt about possible threats from 
former Soviet Republics—sounds 
like an alibi to Western powers (and 
most Pakistanis). After all, India sat 
still for 10 years after the Chinese 
demonstrated their own capability (it 
could have done what it did in May 
1974 much earlier). In any case, few 
regard Chinese nuclear strike against 
India a cognisable possibility. In¬ 
evitably, the Indian capability is in¬ 
terpreted as attempt to create fear 
among its smaller neighbours. 

Another aspect to remember is 


that the Indians and Pakistanis are 
both in a situation where ffie pos¬ 
sibility of seriously defying (as dis¬ 
tinct from stalling) America is 
cxceedingjiy small It is a US super¬ 
vised world order in which they boffi 
live. 

An official New Delhi statement 
stated recently; "India neither has, 
nor intends to aomire, weapons of 
mass destruction."This is an extraor¬ 
dinarily defirutive statement which 
appears to be at variance with the 
much more ambiguous and therefore 
deterrent posture adopted by the 
Government till now that it will do 
whatever is needed for the defence of 
the country. There is also its unstated 
belief that its unsafeguarded nuclear 
power programme and proven 
nuclear capacity are its real insurance 
against nuclear adventurism by 
another country. 

India has protested against a CBS 
television feature on the country's 
nuclear programme and described it 
as "distorted and prejudiced". In a 
letter to the executive producer of 
"CBS-60 minutes", which aired the 
programme "Images and Sound 
Bytes", the Indian embassy has said 
"in the face of the cascade of er¬ 
roneous insinuations, four points 
must be made clear. India's nuclear 
programme is the subject of full and 
open public and parliamentary 
debate. India'.s nuclear power 
programme is entirely peaceful. 

The Government is committed to 
maintaining high international 
standards of public health and safety 
at ail its nuclear facilities. There is 
rigorous regulation of India's nuclear 
power facilities. 

'India has Most Unsafe 
N-Plants" 



A US TV broadcast 
on February 15, 
1994 charged India 
with operating the 
most unsafe 
nuclear plants in the 
world without in¬ 


spection by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). The 
programme dovetails with ffie USA 
Government policy of demanding 
full-scope safeguards in India and 
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iftie bidlan 4nftted forces, if 
' Ifhi^ csi|i,.of lii^em missiles on tiie 
'^cmnuil mat what India does is des- 
,labttising vis-a-vis Pakistan. 

' programme is expected to be 

us^bolh by officials and members 
of Congress to put further pressure 
on India. Hie progranune also char¬ 
ges that no cate is taken for safety of 
eiffier the workers or the people near 
Ihe plants, with the results that the 
woncers ate severely injured. 


An English analyst, Steven 
Thomas, who claimed that he has 
’ been closely tracking the Indian 
nuclear programme for 15 years, said 
that Inc^s nuclear plants Itave far 
more emergency shutdowns than in 
any country in me world and that this 
is a sure si^ of trouble. 

Almost as an afterthought, the 
network said ffie rest of die world is 
denying India not only nuclear 
equipment and fuel, but also safety 
equipment in order to curb India's 
pro^amnw, imless it agrees to the 
ilS demand f<^ full safeguards. The 
network also referred to a report con¬ 
tending that die fire in the reactor at 
Nafora "was a dose call, just how 
cl(»e may never be known'. 


It complained that while atten- 
is being paid to unsafe reactors in 
: Eussia and to the nuclear programme 
trf countries like Iran, "one country 
tiiat has largely escaped scrutiny is 
India, where nothing seems as im¬ 
portant as its meinbership of the 
nuclear club. Over the years it has 
steadfastly kept international safety 
, inspectors out of its facilities, while 
pumuing one of the most dangerous 
' and secret nuclear programme in the 
world". Just last year, said the net¬ 
work, there had been 136 nuclear in¬ 
cidents. The network quoted a 
Bombay newspaper as calling the US 
built and internationally inspected 
Tarapur power plant as "one of the 
most contaminated power stations of 
• its kind in die world". 

The Atomic Energy Regulatory 
Board (AERB) described the CBS TV 
report on India's nucleaf power 
programme as "deliberately and 
seriously distorted". AERB Chair¬ 
man Dr A. Gopalakrishnan said die 
CBS TV network "appears to have 


deiiberatdy and seriously distorted 
and misrepiesented die hictualposition 
of nuclear safety in India." Dr C^palak- 
rishnan said "rotatory ^sterns and 
procedures to ensure me safety of all 
nuclear activities in the country, indud- 
ing power generation, are well in place 
ard implemented effectively.'' 

'There is nothing secretive about 
India's nudoar power programme. In 
fact, the entire nuclear power 
programme is the sul^ect of free and 
frank discussion in the public 
domain. The Indian Press has also 
written extensively ori such issues. 
India has never wavered in its com¬ 
mitment to the utilisation of nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes. 

Pitfalls of India's Policy: The 
danger to India arises because of the 
advanced nuclear capability of China 
on the one hand and the acquisition of 
midear weapon capability by Pakistan 
on the other. Such a state of affairs is 
obviously not condudve to regional 
stability. If strat^ic deterrence is to be 
achiev^ in view of the ongoing missile 
proliferation around India, then the ac¬ 
quisition of nuclear weapon capability 
by India seems the only viable option. 
Ultimately, nuclear proliferation in 
South Asia will stabilise the regional 
situation to the degree it did for the 
U.S.-U.S.S.R. relatioas. 

It should be obvious to the Indian 
Government that if it does not change 
its policy of nuclear abstinence, it will 
face vis-a-vis Pakistan, a risky 
predicament. The continued nuclear 
"brahmacharya" of India is bound to 
force the rest of Soutli Asia, China 
and the U.S. to re-evaluate (heir at¬ 
titude towards India favourably. 

There seems a deliberate western 
policy to project an exaggerated, 
over-nuclearised scenario in South 
Asia. Therefore, nuclear restraint is 
needed while trying to save the situa¬ 
tion through regional arms control 
measures. 

Japan Denies N<apacity 

ON January 31,1994 
this year the 
Japanese Foreign 
Ministry ca tegorical- 
ly deni^ that Japan 
has eidier the wiU or 
the ability to possess 


nuclear weapons. As fbr ffie in ' 
the Lemdon^'Sunday Hntes", assert¬ 
ing diat Japan has acquired all the 
parts necessary for manufacturing a 
nuclear weapon/^Tokyo issued a shrat 
statement refutiiig die chaige. '7apan 
has non- nuclear principles", the state¬ 
ment said. "We will not have nuclear 
weapons." 

"Activities in Japan in relation to 
atomic energy are in accordance widi 
the Japanese basic law diat stipulates 
that such (atomic energy) is only 
used for peaceful purposes. We do 
not have specialised knowledge on 
possessing nuclear weapons." A 
Foreign Ministry spokesman also 
pointed out that nuclear technolpgy 
for energy and for weapons are two 
separate tilings. 

The nuclear stoiy will come as a 
bonanza for North Korean 
propaganda which has been trying 
for quite a while to indirectly justify 
its own (as yet not officially adi- 
mitted) nuclear weapons 
programme in terms of Japan al¬ 
ready having the ability to go 
nuclear. Pyongyang has a.ssertcd 
that Japan'.s large scale present and 
future imports of plutonium are 
also for military purposes, some¬ 
thing which Japan has strongly 
denied. In South Korea it has been 
assumed for a long time that in a 
crisis situation japan could obtain 
■ nuclear weapons very quickly, with 
estimates ranging between three 
and six months. 

Conclusion 

THE vast, hapless 
humanity in many 
parts of the world 
continues to yearn 
for lasting peace as it 
notices the mighty 
powers wasting pre¬ 
cious time in prolonged discusssions 
on the nuclear issues at various fora. 
They accuse other countries of refusing 
to fall in line and sign the highly dis¬ 
criminatory N.P.T. India is being pres- - 
surised to give up its nuclear options, 
but it has decline to do so until a &ir 
deal.is asspied to ail countries, espedid^y 
file have-nerts, Atpiesent this country pa^ 
caves a direat horn die nuclear arsenals of 
certain countries, mcluding China. 
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-- ARTICLE - 

Role of HRD in Economic 

Development 


India among the richest nations 
as far as human resources are concerned. 
Almost 1/6th of the total humanity lives 
here. Dr Arthur IjCWis, an eminent 
economist, considers human resources 
as one of the most important tool of 
economic development. With adequate 
attention iomrds the development of 
human resources and appropriate selec¬ 
tion of technologies, a country like India 
can lutve distinctive edge over llu’ other 
developing nations. 

NFORTUNATELY, abundance of 
human resources has been 
treated contemptuously in most of 
the developing countries and the 
planners in these countries embark 
upon the crash programmes for 
population control, thereby creating 
serious imbalances in the 
demographic structure. Rather than 
tackling the problem of human 
resource development in a positive 
and pragmatic manner, negative 
remedies like family planning, which 
finally result in disruption of urban- 
rural population balance and unheal¬ 
thy rise in unproductive old-age 
population after a particular period 
of time, arc undertaken. 

Role of Education 

URING the era of planned 
economic development, socio¬ 
economic conflicts and skewed dis¬ 
tribution of resources are two 
paramount problems that needed im¬ 
mediate attention of the Govern¬ 
ment. One of the basic causes for this 
situation is the lop-sided growth of 
education in our country'. There is no 
denying the fact that education, for¬ 
mal or informal, is a very important 
tool of socio-economic transforma¬ 
tion of a developing economy. For 
the poor and rural masses the 
eccaiomic and geographical access to 
education is extremely difficult. On 


the other hand the rich enjoy the most 
modem and best education. 

This lacuna in our human resour¬ 
ces development effort has resulted 
in poor rate of average annual 
growth rate, which has remained at 
around a moderate 3.5 per cent per 
year since independence. Taking 
into account over 2 per cent annual 
growth rate of population, the real 
growth rate has been utterly 
miserable. 

To contribute substantially in the 
national effort of economic develop¬ 
ment, an individual needs to have a 
clear perception of goal, problems 
and possible alternatives. Literacy 
plays a vital role in bringing this 
quality in an individual. While 
literacy is a tool to education, it is 
only after a fair amount of education 
that an individual attains the 
capacity to think and analyse clearly, 
flencc, education has a larger and 
wider role to pU»y in preparing the 
human beings to effectively tackle the 
challenges of life. Education can thus 
be defined as a pruKess that strengthens 
the power of b^y and mind to enable 
better understanding and preception 
through appropriate use of acquired 
knowledge. Consequently, this process 
also a.ssists a human being to acquire 
skill and ability. 

Glaring Scarcity 

I T has been admitted in the Eighth 
Five Year Plan dwument that 
education is the catalytic factor, 
which leads to human resource 
development comprising better 
health and nutrition, improved socio¬ 
economic opportunities and more 
congenial and beneficial natural en¬ 
vironment for all. But it is a matter of 
regret that even after about 47 years 
of independence, we have not been 
able to achieve the taiget of universal 


elementary education so fondly 
enshrined in our Constitution. The 
IWl census revealed that about 48 
per cent of Indian population was 
still sunk in the darkness of total il¬ 
literacy. 

The targets fixed for the Seventh 
Plan were missed miserably. As 
against an ambitious target of enroll¬ 
ing 5 crorc additional children during 
the plan, the actual enrolment upto 
1991-92 was 2.53 crore and even after 
taking 72 lakh persons in the non-for- 
mal system of education the target 
could not be achieved. It is ateo 
revealed in the EighUr Plan that in 
1990-91, the Gross Enrolment Ratio 
(GER) was 60.4 per cent of the upper 
primary stage. Considering that the 
number of overage and underage 
children in the GER data was in the 
range of 16 to 23 per cent and the 
dropout rate in 1987-88 was 46.97 per 
cent for primary level and 62.29 per 
cent for the elementary stage as a 
whole, it is axiomatic that we are far 
away from the goal of universal en¬ 
rolment and retention, what to talk of 
achievement. 

Obviously, there is general scar¬ 
city of educated persoas with about 
half the population almost illiterate. 
The education system has also not 
been able to achieve its aims. Instead 
of inculcating the skills, comprehen¬ 
sion and understanding, the educa¬ 
tional institutes have mainly aimed at 
providing degrees. Number of edu¬ 
cated unemployed youth is growing 
rapidly. The process and system of 
education thus needs complete 
revamping and re-orientation so that 
it could be brought in tune with the 
needs of economic system. 

Notwithstanding the lip service 
paid to literacy and education by the 
Government as well as politicians, 
the total outlays for education in the 
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> Five Year Plans have been utterly in¬ 
sufficient As against the repeated 
resolve of the Government to allocate 
a&ast 6 per cent of GNP in educa- 
just 2.7 per cent went to this 
aedor during the Sixth Plan, rising 
ma^nally to 3.5 per cent during the 
Seventh I^n. The Eighth Plan aims, 
at allocating 49 per cent of the GNP 
to this significant sector. Taking the 
Central and State allocations 
together, on both revenue and capital 
accounts, the total allocations 
towards education hardly cross 10 
per cent. This aptly reveals the 
priority provided by the Government 
to education. 

Recent Initiatives 

O F late, certain new initiatives 
have t^n taken by ffie Govem- 
nrent to eradicate the evil of illiteracy. 
Adult education has been accorded 
high priority. The new economic 
poucy of1986-87 and the Programme 
of Action (POA) envisaged that the 
Adult Education Programme would 
cover 4 crore illiterates by 1990 and 
another 6 crore by 1995. To achieve 
this target a National Institute of 
Adult Education was set up in 
January 1991 so that technical and 
academic resource support to the 
adult education could be augmented. 
With the launching of National 
Literacy Missiem (NLM) in 1988, the 
above targets were reformulated and 
about 3 crore illiterates were expected 
to be covered by 1990 and about 5 
crore by 1995. 

Non-Govemment Organisations 
(NGOs) and volunteers have joined 
the NLM in a big way. Effective 
utilisation of traditional and folk 
theatre forms are being used to edu¬ 
cate and encourage people, by high¬ 
lighting the advantages of being 
literate. By 1991-92, post literacy 
programme was institutionalised in 
the form of 32,000 Jan Shikshan 
Nilayams. Area specific and time 
bound campaigns for total literacy 
have been receiving the active assis¬ 
tance of over 30 lakh volunteers and 
several voluntary agencies. As a 
result, by March 1992,25 districts in 
the country achieved total literacy 
(upto 85 per cent) and the total 
literacy campaign was at advanced 
stages in 80 other districts. 


Major thrust areas in the Eighth 
Five Year Plan are universaJisation of 
elementary education, eradication of 
illiteracy in the age group of 15 to ^ 
years and strengthening the voca¬ 
tional education. To achieve these 
aims, the Plan propose to utilise the 
formal, non-formal and open chan¬ 
nels of learning. It is estimated that 
additional enrolment during the 
Eighth Plan would be 5.61 crore 
children. Out of this target, enrol¬ 
ment of about 4.38 crore would be 
achieved through formal schools, 
about one crore through non-formal 
centres and the rest through open 
learning channel of upper-primary 
stage. According to the 1991 census 
the total number of illiterates was 
33.6 crore in the country in all age 
groups. Out of these, in the age group 
of 15-35 years, the number was ex¬ 
pected to be 11.2 crore out of which 70 
lakh were expected to become literate 
by the end of March 1992. Thus the 
Eighth Plan has a formidable target of 
covering 10.5 crore illiterates as 
against an achievement of 2.65 crore 
during the Seventh Plan. By any 
standards the tai^ets of the Eighth 
Plan are not likely to be achieved. 

EFA Summit 

ONSIDERTNG the importance of 
human resource development in 
the overall develc^ment of the world 
economy, nine most populous 
countries of the world—India, China, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Brazil, Egypt, 
Nigeria, Indonesia and Mexico—met 
in New Delhi in December 1993. 
Education For All (EFA) Summit, 
which concluded on December 16, 
reaffirmed the commitment of the 
most populous countries in the 
developing world to ttre objective of 
EFA. It was agreed that education is a 
means for promoting human values, 
quality or human resources and 
reverence for cultural amalgamation. 
The leaders of nine participating 
countries not only pledged to pro¬ 
vide access to every child to school by 
the turn of the century, but also 
decided to ensure adequate facilities 
in the schools. Indian Prime Minister 
re-asserted the country's commit¬ 
ment to spend about 6 per cent of the 
GNP on educatiem by the year 2000 
AD. 


But mevely spending higher 
amounts immey on ediKation is 
not going to suffice. Whatis required 
is the will on part of die people to get 
educated, butter and clecentrali^ 
management of education delivery 
system and increased involvement of 
NGOs and voluntary agencies. In¬ 
stead of fixing targets for literacy, tar¬ 
gets must be fixed for fruitful 
raucation so that increasing number 
of human beings are able to con¬ 
tribute in the economic development 
and nation building. 

Conclusion 

HE experience of Kerala has 
made it amply clear that educa¬ 
tion can play a very important role in 
uplifting an individual above pover¬ 
ty line, thereby contributing actively 
to overall economic development of 
the country. Spread of education, par¬ 
ticularly to the rural areas, has a 
di rect bearing on belter qual ity of life, 
better health and family environ¬ 
ment. It also brings the much needed 
positive change in social values, prac¬ 
tices and attitudes at the micro level 
and results in complete transforma¬ 
tion of the society at the macro level. 

One of the failures on part of our 
planners has been the choice of 
wrong technologies. In a country like 
ours, where human resources are 
available in abundance at cheaper 
rates and the capital is scarce and 
dearer, the planners ought to have 
adopted labour-intensive tech¬ 
nologies of production to make op¬ 
timum use of our human resources. 
Admittedly, labour-intensive tech¬ 
nologies are not available in all 
spheres of production, particularly 
in high-technology areas. But 
remaining areas offer efficient 
labour intensive technologies in 
production, using state-of-the-art 
machinery. Another unfortunate 
feature of economic development in 
India, and rest of the developing 
world, has been the lack of researen. 
and development to develop ap¬ 
propriate technologies to suit their 
resources. The policy, therefore, 
needs to be re-oriented towards the 
optimum utilisation of human 
resources in nation building, before 
it is too late. 
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Corruption 

A multi-faceted monster 


C ORRUmON has become a fast- 
circulating cult that affccH the 
psyche of all those who are eager and 
anxious to make a quick buck. Its im¬ 
print is candid enough to be seen and 
felt in almost every aspect of our na¬ 
tional life. The all pervasive mood of 
cynicism and pessimism, that corrup¬ 
tion tends to infuse, is a sad reflection 
on the sordid state of affairs The 
ideals of honesty, commitment and 
selfless service are being incmisingly 
looked down upon as irritants and 
inelevances. 

Willy-nilly for most of us 'cor¬ 
ruption has become a way of life' 
Austerity, a (iandhian concept, has a 
few adherents these days. With prices 
going up every moments and needs 
needling all the time, incomes prov¬ 
ing inadequate, the best course to 
make easy money tor one and all is 
none as assuring as indulgence in 
corrupt practices Hofors, sis-urities 
scam and a host of other scandals 
making the hcad-linca of 
newspapers are a sad commentary 
on the extent of corruption prevail¬ 
ing in high places. Quite a lew 
governments in japan, Italy, Africa 
and l,atin America have fallen due 
to widespread corruption among 
the politicians. As such the trio- 
cash, crime and corruption—is not 
confined to Indian shores only but 
is a world phenomenon. 

Corruption is a hydra-headed 
monster, who wears the visage of a 
golden deer, out to allure those for 
whom money appears to be the 
panacea for all their ills or problems, 
in India, it has assumed a multiplicity 
of forms and faces. In politics, the 
fountain head of pdf and power, it is 
found in the game of defections, 
horse trading or floor crossing. In 
economy, it is visible in the galloping 


generation of black money or in the 
clandestine working of parallel 
economy. In bureaucracy, its ugly 
manifestation becomes evident in the 
selection, appointment, promotion 
and Iran-sfer processes. Even in the 
world of print media, investigative 
journalism sometimes smacks of 
character assassination, yellow jour¬ 
nalism or promotion of vested inter¬ 
ests only 

Corruption has many names and 
nuances Like alcohol affecting the 
blood streams of a drinker, it has 
gone deep into the moral mores of the 
people. Thei r general apa thy towards 
the multi-dimensional menace in 
various shapes like the growing hold 
of drug-mafia, arms-dealers, power- 
brokers, kick-backs in torcign deals 
and scams in financial institutions, 
should be a matter of concern for the 
tast detoriorating moral health of the 
society. The irony turns more inten.se 
when we find, to our chagrin and 
helplessness, that some wht’cler- 
dealers of power, after having been 
indicted for corrupt practices by the 
Commissions of Enquiry, take a tem¬ 
porary retirement only to come back 
on the 'Cenlie-stagc' with a bang 
The second re-mcarnation makes a 
miKkery of all adverse findings and 
is a reminder 'how short is the 
memory ol the people' 

The genesis of corruption at the 
lower levels of admini.strative hierar¬ 
chy—licence, quota and inspector 
raj—is being diionanlled under the 
aegis of 'New Economic f’olicy'. Un¬ 
necessary controls are being lifted 
and the factors that hindered in- 
dustnal growth and encouraged cor¬ 
ruption are being taken care of under 
the rew wave of 'liberalisation'. The 
real battle, rather war, against cor¬ 
ruption has to be fought at the politi¬ 


cal level. It is here that the malaise 
lies and corruption receives its sup¬ 
port and sustenance. The entire 
gamut of power-politics needs a 
new look, for which both courage 
and commitment are required. The 
strangle hold of money, muscles 
and mafia power, has to be broken 
before taking on the lesser evils of 
the polity. Electoral reforms are the 
crying need of the hour. It is politi¬ 
cal patronage to the corrupt and the 
criminal that has brought us to this 
pass, where the monster seems to 
get the better of us at every turn. 
Merc glib talk or pompous 
promises would not serve the pur¬ 
pose of cleansing the rotten system, 
which has been sapped of its 
vitality and vibrancy by corruption 
and its allies like violence, vitupera¬ 
tion and vandalism. 

There is no denying the fact that 
India has built up strong industrial 
and core sectors, made stupendous 
strides in science and technology and 
achieved notable successes in 
agriculture and other fields But 
equally stark is the reality that we 
have miserably failed to build up 
human character that could make a 
decisive distinction between glitter 
and gold. In a state of amnesia, we 
scH-'m to have forgotten that where 
‘wealth accumulates, men decay' and 
material prosperity invariably leads 
to moral poverty. Since the rot of cor¬ 
ruption has gone quite deep to the 
roots ot probity in private and public 
life, only men of character, courage 
and conviction can retrieve the high¬ 
ly endangered system from the 
morass of multi-faceted menace 
called 'corruption', the enemy num- 
bei 'One' of all Indians now and 
hereafter. 
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GENERAL STUDIES SCENE 


Q. 1. What are tiie Prerogative Writs under the Con¬ 
stitution? Discuss the scope of these writs individually. 

Ans, Article 32 of the Constitution provides for the 
remedies for enforcement of fundamental rights. It 
provides for effective remedies against any arbitrary ex¬ 
ecutive or legislative act which infringes upon any of the 
fundamental rights. The Supreme Court as well as High 
Courts are empowered to ensure obedience of fundamen¬ 
tal rights from the Government. The term, "prerogative 
writs" refers to one of the English Common laws and 
pertains to the extra-ordinary writs granted by the 
Sovereign as fountain of justice. Gradually these writs 
were issued by the High Courts in enforcing fundamental 
rights when no effective remedy to do so was available or 
the remedy available was inadequate. There are five such 
writs namely, habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, cer¬ 
tiorari and quo-warranto. The Constitution provides for 
empowering other courts also to issue the writs, but it 
required a specific piece of legislation, but no such law has 
been framed so far. 

The scope of these writs is very wide and can effec¬ 
tively enforce the fundamental rights. Scope of each writ 
is as under: 

(a) Habeas Corpus: If a person is detained without 
any legal justification, a writ of habeas corpus can be 
made by a High Court or Supreme Court calling upon the 
person who has detained another to produce the latter in 
person. In simple words, it is an order of the court to 
produce a detained person physically in the court and if 
no valid reasons for detention are found the release of the 
said person is ordered. Failure to obey such order may 
invite contempt proceedings. This writ is not issued in 
case of a person detained on the criminal charges by any 
court of law, or in case of on-going contempt proceedings. 

(b) Mandamus: Literally mandamus means a com¬ 
mand or direction. When a court orders a writ of man¬ 
damus against any person or body such person or body is 
asked to perform some public or quasi-public lawful duty 
which has been refused to bo performed. This writ is 
passed in the circumstances when performance of such 
duty cannot be enforced by any other adequate legal 
remedy. In case an alternate remedy is available the court 
concerned may refuse mandamus. This writ is essentially 
meant to get a public duty enforced by way of a command 
to the concerned public officers as well as the Govern¬ 
ment. Such a writ may also be issued against subordinate 
courts or other judicial bodies in case they refuse to exer¬ 
cise their jurisdiction. 

(c) Prohibition: When it is brought to the notice of a 


High Court or the Supreme Court that an inferior court is 
exceeding its jurisdiction, a writ of prohibition onay be 
issued. In other words this writ asks ^e inferior courts to 
remain within their spheres of jurisdiction. Hence while a 
writ of mandamus commands to perform a public duly, a 
writ of prohibition prohibits from doing act exceeding the 
legal jurisdiction. However, writ of prohibition is only 
passed against judicial authorities and courts, and not 
against the public officers. 

(d) Certiorari: Like the writ of prohibition, the writ of 
certiorari is also issued against courts or tribunals exercis¬ 
ing judicial or quasi-judicial powers. But the difference 
between the two is tiiat while prohibition is ordered at the 
earlier stages, the writ of certiorari is made at a later stage 
to set aside an order or a judgement which interferes with 
any fundamental rights. 

(e) Quo Warranto: This writ is passed by a High 
Court or the Supreme Court after the court had enquired 
into the legality of a claim of a party or person to a public 
office. It is essential that before the issue of the writ of 
quo-warranto the court ensures that the office is a substan¬ 
tive public office and there is a clear violation of law in 
such appoinlfhent. 

Q.^Z^fforestation is a programme of national im¬ 
portance. Discuss the progress in this field over the 
planned period. Do you think that this programme has 
been successful? 

Ans. There are no two view.s that environment and 
forests are the issues of national concern. Growing 
population increases the pressure on forests and environ¬ 
ment and special efforts are required to protect and con¬ 
serve the forests. Moreover, the economic development 
also puts the ecosystem under great pressure. 

The pace of afforestation during the first four five- 
year plans was very slow and the total area afforested 
upto these plans was just 21.13 lakh hectares, with about 
one third of it achieved during the Fourth Five Year Plan. 
12.21 lakh hectare land was afforested during the 5th Plan 
and this figure rose by around four times to 46.50 lakh 
hectares during the 6th plan, in addition to 2.22 lakh 
hectare afforestation during the year 1979-80. Similarly, 
the 7th Plan also witnessed considerable increase in the 
area brought under the afforestation programme and an 
additional area of 88.7 lakh hectare was afforested. 

A review of the afforestation programme during the 
planned period would reveal that a quantitative change in 
this programme was seen after 1985 when a National 
Wasteland Development Board was set-up. Its main aim 
was to reclaim the wastelands through a massive 
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programme of afforestaticm, with the active participation 
from the people. However, problems like low survival 
rate of plants, poor healtit of surviving plants, poor main* 
tenance and after-care of plants, lack of participation by 
people and bad advance planning have b^ faced by this 
programme, although these have not affected the achieve¬ 
ments adversely. 

Efforts made for ensuring peoples' participation in 
this field are among dte factors responsible for better 
results after the 5th Five Year Plan. To achieve this, 
decentralised and school nurseries were established, en* 
block plantation on community land belonging to the 
SCs/STs and the people living below the poverty line and 
implementation of tree-patta scheme and pasture 
development, etc. were undertaken. Social Forestry 
programmes, initiated in 1981-82, were continued during 
the 7th Plan also. These projects were aided by certain 
external agencies like the World Bank. USAID and ODA 
(UK). These projects considerably reduced the pressure of 
increasing population on the forests resulting in higher 
achievement of afforestation level. 

As compared to Hie gld>al scenario, where the con¬ 
cern for environment and ecology has assumed sig¬ 
nificant dimensions, Indian efforts, made in this direction 
so far, may be satisfactory but not adequate. It is agreed 
that despite growing pressures of population and 
economic growth on the forests, the performance in the 
field of afforestation has been quite impressive during the 
eighties. The concept of peoples' participation has been 
largely responsible for this outetanding performance. 
However, as stated above, the programme needs to be 
further strengthened by augmenting the flow of funds in 
this sector, ensuring increased participation of Non- 
Government Agencies and improved implementation of 
I the programme so that the survival rate of the plantation 
could be improved. Social forestry programmes wluch 
meet the fuel and fodder requirement of the rural popula¬ 
tion, thereby protecting the forests from felling, also need 
to be implemented with renewed vigour. 

Q. 3. The revolt of 1857 gave a severe jolt to the 
British Administration and resulted in several changes 
in the administrative set-up in India. Discuss important 
changes that took place immediately after 1857. 

Ans. The Britishers realised a grave need for ad¬ 
ministrative and other changes in the Government set-up 
after the revolt of 1857. Most important of these changes 
were in administration. The Government of India Act of 
1E58 effected several change in administration and one of 
the most important changes was the transfer of gover¬ 
nance of India from the East India Company to the British 
Crown. As a r^ult the aufiiority over India was trans¬ 
ferred to a Secretary of State to be aided by a Council and 
the Secretary of State was to be a member of British 
Cabinet. In other words, the control over India was trans¬ 
ferred to the British Parliament as file Cabinet was respon¬ 
sible to the Parliament. Further, the administration was to 


be carried out by a Governor General as a centralised 
system through Lt Governors in die provinces. The 
provincial govemmnents were requited to work under 
the direct superintendence and control of the Governor 
General in all administrative matters. The entire ad- 
ministiative machinery was bureaucratic with no concern 
for public opinion. But on policy matters the Governor 
General was entirely under the Secretary of Slate and the 
British Government, thus, was exercising complete con¬ 
trol over Indian administration. 

During the 19th century most of the Europe witnessed 
the rapid growth of industrial revolution, seriously 
threatening the economic superiority of Britain. To meet 
the growing demand of raw material for their industries, i 
the industrialised nations of the West started looking for ^ 
colonies from where their demand of raw material could ! 
be met easily by exploiting rich natural resources. Hence, 
the outcome of the revolt of 1857 was particularly impor¬ 
tant for the British Government and prompted it to take 
over the direct control of resource-rich India. To furfiier 
this interest of theirs, the British Government invested 
huge quantities of money in building up infrastructure 
like railways, 5 ;ommunications, coal mining, jute mills, 
shipping, trade and banking. To achieve the end objective 
of economic exploitation of India the Briti.sh Government 
tightened its control firmly over the Indian administra¬ 
tion. 

Significant changes were made in the Indian Army as 
well as public service. The proportion of Europeans in the 
Army was increased and European troops were kept in 
sensitive and key locations. It was ensured that no Indian 
could rise above the rank of a Subedar Soldiers from 
Awadh, Bihar, Central India and South India, who 
revolted against the Britishers, were declared non- 
material. in simple words, Indian Army was turned into a 
mercenary toree which was ix'ing prepared to fight and 
kill their own countrymen. Sufficient safeguards were 
taken to prevent the revoU-iike situation from emeipng 
again. Similarly, public service had no role in making law.s 
or determining administrative policies. All the top posts 
were kept reserved for Britishers. Indian Civil Services 
Examination, which was conducted every year in Lon¬ 
don, proved to be quite tough for Indians as very few 
Indians could visit London to take this examination and 
pass it. As a result the entire administration was complete¬ 
ly dominated by the Britishers. 

Coupled with the above policies, the Britishers ruth¬ 
lessly followed the policy of racial antagonism. Their 
main aim was to keep a centralised and complete ad¬ 
ministrative control over the Indian masses so that their 
imperial ends could be effectively met. This policy 
resulted in extreme exploitation of Indian by the 
Britishers. But the simmering discontentment also gave 
rise to nationalism among the Indians in the years to> 
come. 
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ARGUMENUTION 


Argumentative Questions 
Social and Economic Problems 


Diplomacy and Honesty 

Q. "An Ambassador is an 
honest man who is sent abroad to lie 
for die good of his country." Do you 
agree with this view? Give reasons 
For and Against this view. 

Ans. Diplomacy has for centuries 
been regarded as a complex art rajuiring 
the capacity to tell lies wlmtevcr neces¬ 
sary, to work secretly like a spy, to hide 
the truth, to maintain pretences and to be 
able to fulfil formtdities, mix with people 
as often as necessary without giving 
away any secret. Machiavelli, in his 
famous book "The Prince", describes the 
complex techniques of this art. 
Diplomacy concerns itself urith the art 
and methods employed by the Slate 
through its agents in the process of im¬ 
plementation of foreign policy and in 
pursuit of Hs other interests. Diplomacy 
and foreign policy are inter-connected; 
foreign policy determines the strategy, 
diplomacy the tactics. But must a 
diplomat always tell lies? Won’t he lose 
aU credibility if he mak<s one misleading 
statement efter another and acquires the 
dubious reputation of liar? Of course, 
honesty and frankness must not he car¬ 
ried too far, but several distinguished 
diplomats now believe that honesty is the 
b^t diplomacy. 

Arguments For die View 

1. Unless a diplomat becomes a 
polished liar and deceiver, he cannot 
be successful in his profession, if he 
tells the truth and is always frank, he 
betrays vital secrets and lets down his 
Government. His basic duty is to 
safeguard the interests of his Govern¬ 
ment by hook or crook. 

2. The real and furtive role of a 
diplomat has been known 
throughout history. In India, 
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Kautilya's Arthshastra outlines the 
functions of a diplomat and provides 
an exhaustive treatise on statecraft. 
Kautilya envisaged the maintenance 
of a system of spies, secret service 
agents and espionage if a prince 
wants to effectively safeguard his 
kingdom. This has to be ensured by 
every possible means, fair and foul. A 
very principled and scrupulous man 
cannot succeed as a diplomat. 

3. It is only trickery that ensures 
good dividends. Note the handsome 
gains made by the Big Powers 
through clever diplomacy, luring un¬ 
wary governments and political 
leaders and exploiting them to suit 
their own ends. Just as business is 
business, similarly diplomacy is 
diplomacy, and means justify the 
ends. 

4. just as everything is fair in 
love and war, everything is fair in 
diplomacy, and diplomats know this 
quite well. If a diplomat has not 
learnt the trick of warding off inquisi¬ 
tive people who may be out to get at 
diplomatic secrets, including military 
secrets, he cannot become a success¬ 
ful diplomat. The Hindu "Niti 
Shastras" define the means and 
methods of diplomacy as "chatur 
upaya" (clever devices); "sama", 
"dana", "bheda" and "danda". For 
gaining vital objectives, therefore, ail 
sorts of methods and techniques 
were considered permissible. Per¬ 
suasion, gifts and even rupture 
("bheda") are permitted when other 
methods fail. If a diplomat insists on 
scrupulous honesty and truthfulness, 
he better not take up the duties of a 
diplomat. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. While it is true that a diplomat 


must not be a fool or a simpleton, he 
should be honest, otherwise he 
would lose credibility and the next 
time his colleagues meet him, they 
would take his statements with much 
more than the proverbial pinch of 
salt. 

2. Plain trickery could perhaps 
bring good gains in the past, but with 
the paiisage of time liar-diplomats are 
dislikes; they are soon recalled by 
their Governments and are regarded 
as persona non grata (undesirable 
people). Now every diplomat (or al¬ 
most everyone) learns to trust 
another and to deal with him fairly 
and in a straightforward manner. 
Otherwise, he is shunned and 
avoided by other members of the 
diplomatic corps posted in the same 
capital. 

3. Without sincerity and honest 
intentions diplomats can hardly 
deliver the goods. Patience is indis¬ 
pensable, but honesty is equally 
desirable. In diplomacy, as in other 
human relations, one can earn 
genuine respect only by fairness 
and honest dealings. Other 
.diplomats surely know the strength 
and weakness of their counter 
parts. Besides, truth will always be 
out, like murder. And when the liar 
is exposed, he proves a total flop, 
and is laughed at. 

4. The method of defending 
one's Government in every case,- 
right or wrong, need not imply cheat¬ 
ing or telling lies. The expression of a 
certain view-point, even if not very 
convincing, can be free from untruths 
and falsehood. It should be possible 
to put the best gloss on certain events 
without lies which are bound, to get 
exposed in course of time. What is 


needed is not cheating or deception 
in modem international diplomacy 
but compromise, tactfulness and a 
capacity to present a case in the best 
possible light Good oratory, polished 
manners, loyalty, a good tempera¬ 
ment, generous hospitality (with or 
wititout drinks) and other entertain¬ 
ment, besides the capacity to 
negotiate successfully can achieve 
wonders without crossing the 
threshold of truth. The tinws of per¬ 
sistently lying and of "vish Kanyas" 
("poison spies") is gone, never to 
return. Tact and good manners are, 
however, indispensable. 

Poverty and Population 

Q. "It is over-population that 
leads to poverty." Give reasons For 
and Against this view. 

Ans. There is no doubt that India is 
over-populated and timt it is also a very 
poor muntry. In fact, the country's tradi¬ 
tional and seemingly perpetual poverty 
Ims beett a distressing phenomenon for 
centuries. It is generally regarded as ir¬ 
remediable and permanent. For this 
reason, it is said, population and fHwerty 
arc chisely inter-linkai. But the question 
is now being mised: Is India poor because 
of over-population? Or is the over¬ 
population due to poverty and utter des¬ 
titution? Again, if cnm-populalion is the 
real menace, then family planning and 
strict restrictions on large families are 
urgently indicated. Colossal sums of 
money have been spent under llw five- 
year plans and other schemes on 
propaganda in favour of two or three 
dtildren and no more. But experience has 
shown that most of the expenditure has 
gone waste because it was ill-planned and 
ifwurred in the wmng places and among 
the wrong people. Thm is also the other 
side that the statement to the ^ect that 
India is poor because of owpopulation 
“is untrue''. Is there a vital link between 
the two—poverty and population? 

Arguments in favour of View 

1. It seems obvious that it is the 
rapid multiplication of numbers that 
causes poverty and prevents the 
standard of living from rising be¬ 


cause the resources of the country are 
limited, and the share of each persem 
is small. 'Diere are too many pec^le 
and there ate shortages of every¬ 
thing—Chouses, food, clothing and 
other necessities and amenities. The 
other cause of poverty is too many 
mouths to feed and too few 
amenities. 

2. In any case, it is wrong to as¬ 
sert that coercion and compulsion are 
necessary to solve the problem of 
numbers. The experience of the 
Emergency has shown that such 
compulsion seldom succeeds; on the 
contrary, it boomerangs on the politi¬ 
cal parties, the Government and the 
people. 

3. It is also a fact that poorer 
and illiterate people have larger 
families (labourers, artisans, petty 
farmers, beggars, etc.), and literate 
people as also the better-off sections 
believe in small families in order to 
bring up children as best as they can 
and to maintain their standard of 
living. 

4. Over-population, in its 
seriousness and dimension!!, is as 
dangerous as a nuclear war. If un¬ 
checked, both can destroy this planet, 
by their inunense power and their 
sheer weight. Who can deny that the 
most rapid population increase oc¬ 
curs in countries which have the 
lowest per capita income and the 
least ability to sustain population 
growth. All economic development is 
negative by the increasing popula¬ 
tion. 

Arguments Against tfie View 

1. The density of Madhya 
Pradesh is much less than that of 
Punjab, and yet there is much greater 
poverty in Madhya Pradesh than in 
Punjab. This shows that the popula¬ 
tion has not much to do with poverty; 
otherwise, Punjab would be very 
poor and Madhya Pradesh would be 
rich. 

2. Nor is it true that people who 
are better fed have smaller popula¬ 
tions. The per capita consumption of 


calories In rural Kerala is almost half 
of Hie corresponding Punjab figure. 
Yet the rural infant mortality rate and 
the rural crude death rate is 50 per 
cent lower than in Punjab. 

3. No coercion or compulsion 
has been used in Kerala, and there is 
of course no compulsion in the West. ' 
And yet the rate of growtit of popula¬ 
tion in Kerala and in die West is very 
low. The United Kingdom has a 
growth rate of merely 0.1 per cent, 
even though there is no Govenunent 
publicity or campaign in favour of 
small families in these countries. So 
there is no use merely carrying on 
family planning propaganda; the 
remedy lies elsewhere—in more 
education which makes people 
aware of the need for small families. 
Propaganda for family planning in a 
poverty-stricken society, in fact, ortan 
has the opposite effect and is laughed 
at. Publicity about the methods of 
birth control are, however, advisable; 
compulsion should be ruled out. But 
it is not fair to repeatedly impress 
up<H\ the nnasses ^at ttie cause ed 
their poverty is the fast rate of growth 
of titeir population. 

4. We must also remember that 
employment of womai has a strong 
determining effect on fertility. If we 
educate our women and give tluim 
more jobs so as to employ more 
female power in the services, there 
would be greater acceptance of the 
small family norm. 

Education o£ M.P.8 and 
M.L.A.S—Best Remedy 

Q. "Most of the country's ills 
result from the lack of education of 
our M.P.S and M.L.A.S. If they are 
educated, many of the present dif¬ 
ficulties will be solved." Give 
reasons For and Aganist tiiis 'Vtiew. 

Ans. There need be no doubt that 
lack cf education among many M. P.5 and 
M.LA.'s and the coiwequent lack of ade¬ 
quate understanding among our 
“sovereign" legislators is a major hwdle 
in national progress. If is the inadequate 
compr^tension of the nation's social and 
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economic prc^leins ilmt leads to poor Par¬ 
liamentary performance, substandard 
Illation, neglect of several basic issues, 
corruption in many fields of activity and 
general inefficiency. In the U.S.A. and 
Britain the legislators are loell educated, 
fully conscious of their responsibility and 
ahoays mindful of the national interests 
which are uppermost in their minds. 
They command respect and prestige be¬ 
cause tlwy are men cf principle, integrity 
and dmracter. On the other Irnnd, in 
India the legislators are not cf the requi¬ 
site standard; many cf tlwm are little bet¬ 
ter than low-calibre politicans who Imve 
no firm principles and xoho sioitch their 
loyalties as and udiett thof please to get 
pozoer and patronage. If they were all mil 
educated people, tlw country would have 
been in better shape because the laws 
would luizK been well-conceived, well- 
drafted and zoell-exeatted in an atmos¬ 
phere of firm discipline. 

Arguments For the View 

1, Who can deny that our largely 
illiterate electorate does not exercise 
its judgement soundly in choosing its 
representatives according to their 
standard of education and the 
general merit of the candidates. The 
chdee is made on the basis of the 
party label. Whoever is nominated 
for the party ticket by the party leader 
(even if he is no better than a lamp- 
post) gets elected. What sort of ad¬ 
ministration can we expect from 
people who can barely sign their 
names. 

2. The decline and fall of our 
Parliament and of the State legis¬ 
lators is due largely to the fact that 
our legislators act irresponsibly and 
believe more in dramatic gestures, 
agitations, desk-thumping, slogan¬ 
raising and interrupting legislative 
business for political purposes than 
in the performance of their duties. 
Our legislatures have lost their dig¬ 
nity and decorum. The noisy scenes, 
the unruly and at times violent con¬ 
duct on the floor of die legislative 
chamber, the demonstrations and the 
all-too-frequent walkouts and the 
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bedlam that we often witness even in 
the sovereign Parliament, not to 
speak of the violence and disorder in 
our State Assemblies, may all be 
ascribed to the lack of intellectual 
development because of the poor 
education among our M.P.s and 
M.L.A.S. 

3. The unprincipled conduct 
and the switch of loyalties apart, how 
many of our M.P.s and M.LA.S un¬ 
derstand the country's basic 
problems and the flaws in the 
economic infrastructure and the real 
causes of our continuing backward¬ 
ness? How many of them can suggest 
constructive measures for national 
.salvation? Not even a handful of our 
M.P.s are eeonomists or experts in 
any field except in disturbing the 
proceedings of the legislature and 
playing to the gallery. 

4. At present, Parliament is no 
better tlian a second-rate debating 
society. There is no effective repre¬ 
sentation of the people, their plight, 
their sufferings and tiieir frustra¬ 
tions. Much precious time is wasted 
in frivolous talk, futile points of order 
and unnecessary flouting of the 
Speaker's rulings and the rules and 
regulations. Every minute of 
Paliament's time costs the country 
heavily, and yet our M.P.s waste time 
recklessly. 

Aq;uments Against the View 

1. It is no u.se condemning the 
Indian Parliament because .of the low 
standard of education of the mem¬ 
bers. Things are no belter in the 
House of Commons where from time 
to time unruly and noisy .scenes have 
been witnessed. Chaos and con¬ 
fusion, and challenge and counter- 
challenge, are by no means the Indian 
Parliament's monopoly. Passions are 
arou.sed during debates, and insults 
arc not rare. And all this despite the 
fact that British M.P.S are highly edu¬ 
cated and cultured people and are 
members of well-organised political 
parti4.>s. 

2. In almost all legislatures in 


the world's democracies the legis¬ 
lators know that while the opposi¬ 
tion must have its say (its duty is to 
criticise and expose), the majority 
party must have its way. This 
means that the majority or the 
ruling party has the opportunity 
to carry out its policy and 
programme. Education and 
knowledge of economics or politi¬ 
cal science or any other subject is 
unnecessary because the work of 
Government and administration is 
carried on in any case by the civil 
servants and the bureaucracy. 

3. There is a widespread social 
and political turmoil in many parts of 
the country and this gets reflected in 
Parliament. There is a common 
saying that the people gel the 
Ciovemment they deserve; similarly, 
a country gets the type of Parliament 
and legislators it deserves, which 
means that, after all, a country where 
the percentage of literacy is only 30 or 
so, the chosen legislators are bound 
to bo a part and parcel of the pi'ople; 
only a section of them are well edu¬ 
cated (those elected from urban 
areas) while large number of them 
are a part of the masses—barely edu¬ 
cated, .semi-literate, sturdy peasants 
or farmers. Parliament is the nation in 
miniature and a mirror of the people; 
it cannot consi.st of only intellectuals 
and well-educated people of towns 
and cities, who form only a minority 
of the total population. When the per¬ 
centage of literacy in the country im¬ 
proves, the average calibre of M.P.s 
and M.L.A.S will automatically im¬ 
prove. 

4. It is a totally unconvincing ar¬ 
gument that if our legislators are 
somehow educated the country's 
problems will be mostly solved. Will 
the colossal poverty of the masses be 
ended if our M.P.s are graduates? 
Will communal disturbances, the 
breaking of heads by communal 
fanatics or the rising rate of crime or 
the crisis of character of the people or 
the soaring prices or the misconduct 
of the police be halted? 


CAREER 


Computers 


Career Prospects 

Electronics is the most modem 
and fast developing high-technology 
area which plays an important role in 
rapid development of a country. In 
addition to the developed West, 
countries like Japan, Korea and 
Hongkong, have been able to pose a 
serious challenge to the electronics 
industry of highly advanced United 
States of America. Development of 
other high technology areas like 
space, defence research and 
development, telecommunications, 
oceanography, navigation, remote 
sensing, quality control and 
precision, etc. have been invaded by 
electronics and to a large extent, the 
growth of these areas depends upon 
the advancement of computers. In 
other words, computers have become 
synonymous with the fast track 
economic development of any 
economy. 

Till recently the growth of this 
sector was utterly slack. It was only 
after mid-eighties that the 
importance of computers in business, 
communication and government 
departments was realised and the 
electronic industry got a shot in the 
arm. With the recent process of 
liberalisation and globalisation of 
Indian economy, the computer 
industry received further impetus. 
Rapid inflow of foreign capital and 
the increased number of 
multinational companies are the two 
most important factors which may 
result in generation of about 50 lakh 
additional jobs for computer 
professionals by the end of this 
century. 

As a result of these developments 
the hitherto sluggish computer 
industry has been transformed. 


Realising die huge market potential 
of India, mriltinationals are making a 
bee line for investing in this country. 
Existing companies are in the process 
of updating their technology and 
some of them have gone in for 
collaborations with foreign giants. 
All this indicates that the existing 
manpower training infrastructure 
will be unable to meet the growing 
demand for computer professionals, 
including programmers, system 
analysts, data entry operators, 
computer operators, etc. 

Tdl recently the area of training 
in computers was being managed by 
the privately managed institutes with 
little control of the Government on 
quality of instruction, syllabi or the 
fees. Since this career offered 
excellent job opportunities to well 
trained professionals, many private 
institutions entered the market. But 
there was no standardisation of 
training and the fees charged were 
also to the higher side. Even though 
belatedly, the Government has now 
realised the importance of training 
adequate human resources in this 
field in a systematic and controlled 
manner. It has also gauged the 
variety of lucrative and purposeful 
employjnent opportunities that this 
sector is going to generate in the 
years to come. Hence, it has now 
decided to exercise some control in 
this direction. 

Government Control 

To regulate the amount of fees 
and standardise the course contents. 
Government of India set up the 
Department of Electronics and 
Accredited Computer Control 
(DOEACC) in 1990, on the 
recommendations of All India 
Technical Education Council. Basic 


aim to set up DOEACC was to 
regulate the activities of private 
institutes operating in tihe field of 
computer training, as it would have 
been extremely difficult for the 
Government to open its separate 
computer training institutes all over 
the country. With active assistance 
from its associate organisations, CSI 
(Computers Society of India) and 
lETE (Institution of Electronics and 
Telecommunication Engineers), 
DOEACC has standardised the 
syllabi for different courses on 
computers and it organises the 
exanunations for several courses run 
by private institutes. As a result, no 
private institute can now regulate its 
courses in contravention to the 
directives of DOEACC. 

Standardisation 

The Department has determined 
four standard courses known as O, A, 
B, and C, courses. O-course is the 
basic course which can be completed, 
in the form of a diploma, in any ITI or 
private institute after Matriculation 
or equivalent examination. These 
courses enable and prepare a trainee 
to be employed as data entry 
operator, data preparation assistant 
and console operator. This basic 
course enables a candidate to team 
handling of computers, feed and 
retrieve simple information and 
operating simple programmes like 
that of word processing. After having 
completed O-course such candidates 
become eligible to get trained in 
A-Course programmes. If a 
candidate has lO-t-2 qualification, 
he/she can seek direct admission to 
these courses which are again 
diploma courses from 1 to 1.5 years' 
duration. 

O and A courses are diploma 
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courses and are conducted by several 
rris and Polytechnics. The 
examination of these courses arc 
controlled by the CS.I. In addition 
several other institutes also conduct 
these courses. Few of these are 
Cursow Wadia Institute, Pune; • 
Berhampur Engineering School, 
Orissa; Assam Engineering Institute, 
Guwahati; A.V, Parekh Technical 
Institute, Rajkote; National 
Vocational Training Institute for 
Women, Trivandrum. 

B and C-category of courses are 
the advanced courses which are 
equivalent to graduate and 
post-graduate degree courses and are 
controlled by DOBACC through the 
lETE. For B-category courses the 
candidates must have completed 
A-standard course or a recognised 
equivalent post-graduate diploma 
course. All B-tech (computers), B.E. 
(computers) and MCA (Master of 
Computer Application) courses fall 
in this category. C-standard course is 
the highest level of computer courses 
which is equivalent to the 
post-graduate degree in computers 
and for this a candidate must be BE, 
B.Tcch. (in computers) or MCA. MScs 
in Mathematics or Statistics are also 
eligible for such course. Several IITs 
conduct BE (Computers), B.Tech 
(Computers) and M-Tech. 
(Computer) courses in addition to 
certain Regional Engineering 
Colleges. Certain other engineering 
colleges and universities also 
conduct such courses which include 
B.E. College Calcutta, Jadavpur 
University, University of Baroda, 
University of Roorkce, National 
Institute of Engineering Mysore, 
Benaras Hindu University, Osmania 
University, Andhra University, 
University of Cochin, U. V. College of 
Engineering, Mauiana Azad College 
of Technology, Smrat Ashoka 
Technological Institute and Vidisha, 
Anna University. 

Careful Selection 

Keeping the above details in 
view the candidates must exercise 
due care in selecting an irwtitule for 


training. It may not so happen that a 
candida.te spends his valuable time 
and resourses on doing a computer 
course only to realise later that the 
course was not recognised and 
he/she has merely been cheated. The 
candidates therefore, must ensure 
that before they get admitted to a 
computer programme in a particular 
institute, it is recognised by the 
DOEACC and the courses contents 
are approved. It must also be ensured 
that the examinations are conducted 
by CSl or lETE, as the case may be. 
For this purpo.se, certificates are 
issued by the Department or the 
concerned in.stitutc. There are no two 
opinions tliat the task of identifying 
recogni.sed and suitable institute is 
extremely difficult, considering their 
mushroom growth during the recent 
past. However, certain standard 
organisations like NUT, APPLE, 
Universal, Brilliant, etc. are 
considered to be pioneers in this field 
and have a vast net work in the 
country. If a candidate finds it difficult 
to select a proper cuganisation, it is 
advisable to go in for a 
government-run in.stitute. 

Career opportunities in 
computers are increasing with leaps 
and bounds. This highly competitive 
yet rewarding career offers a great 
amount of challenge and 
opportunities to rise. As against the 
popular traditional belief that the 
advent of computers will n*place a 
huge manpower and render them 
unemployed, it i.s now realised that 
this industry also has a large 
employment potential. Rather than 
replacing human beings, it is 
increasingly realised that computers 
act an aid to facilitate quick disposal 
.of work and detailed analysis of 
problems. Instead of being a 
substitute, the computers have 
therefore, emerged as man's best 
friend to add to his efficiency. 
Afterall, every computer needs at 
least one individual to handle it. 
Hence the high investment 
employment ratio has been 
recognised in deployment of 


computers. 

The career in computers is 
alluring -and a lot of expansion is 
expected in the coming future. Such 
is going to be the impact of 
computers on our life in the coming 
years, that even education wiB^out 
the computers is going to be 
incomplete. Even prcrfessionals like 
engineers, architects, builders, etc, 
who do not want to pursue careers in 
computers, will have to learn the 
basics of computers to excel in their 
own area of profession. It is therefore, 
advisable to undergo some basic 
course in computers even if a 
candidate is pursuing some other 
field of study, so that he/she does not 
remain alien to the fuhire working 
environment, which will make 
liberal use of computers. 

Computer.s are such good friends 
that a little acquaintance with them 
generates enormous interest in them. 
Hence, people with a little bit of 
initial aptitude for computers may go 
in for this lucrative and multifarious 
career. In addition to the interest, a 
candidate must also have the 
qualities like hard work, will to rise 
and the interest in complete 
understanding of computeis. 

FOR 

COMPLETE 

BACKGROUNDERS 

ON 

NATIONAL 

AND 

INTERNATIONAL 

EVENTS 

Hiead 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 
& 

BACKGROUNDER 

A prestigious Publication of 

KHANNA BROTHERS 

(Publishers) Pvt. Ltd. 

126, Industrial Area, 

Chandigarh -160 002 


S10 MAY-94 COMPETITION MASTER 



Descriptive Questions 

HI Al/4At*t\r VAcfAr wnarc I 1 TWa hoef wsiv ft\ rtrr\mr>t0 t 


Primary Level Text Books 
and Childhood Enjoyment 

Q. Some people feel that the 
present course contents at the 
primary level is too heavy for the 
children and should be reduced to 
allow them to enjoy their childhood. 
Explain your views. 

Ans. The tragedy of India's 
children can be best gauged when 
one discerns that nearly half of them 
are being crushed under the back¬ 
breaking bag of books. The jarring 
joke doing the rounds is that with a 
donkey loiid of text books on a child's 
body at the primary level, if he did 
not become a scholar or Innik-worm, 
he would, at least, become a coolie or 
a porter. A cartcKin depicting the piti¬ 
able plight of a primary level child, 
half-bent under the baneful burden 
of books, is a telling taunt. These 
painful pc^rtrayals of a lost 
childhood, physical and mental 
strain and an uncalled for tension 
and torture call for an immediate ap¬ 
praisal or primary level course con¬ 
tents of text-books, before the 
damage done to the impressionable 
childhood bt'comcs incurable. 

The successive governrrtcnts 
have lacked the initiative or will to 
reach out to help the child. The 
various commissions and their 
recommendations during the course 
of last three dt*cados or so, though il¬ 
luminating and instructive in their ain- 
lent, have failed to shake our 
conscience to do some introsjiection as 
also the governments to take remedial 
action. Ironically enough, the happy- 
go-lucky childhood is being consumed 
.by the monster of mtxlem education. If 
some right-thinking people feel that 
ftie course contents of primary level 
books be reduced, they are only voic¬ 
ing the concern of a vast silent majority 
that has been helplessly watching this 
drama between the books and the 
child. 

It passes the comprehension of 


elderly generation of yester years 
why a diild is deprived of childhood 
itself, by making him carry a back- 
load of books and hcadload of stuff 
which cannot and do not interest him 
at all. The Yashpal Committee report, 
submitted to the government last 
year, compared the heavy dose of 
overeducation at the primary level 
with perpetration of violence on 
young children. Besides stunting or 
defonning their mental and physical 
growth, we are actually pouring into 
these simple minds 'facts' which are 
neither relevant nor revealing to 
them. On the contrary, we are 
deliberately depriving them of the 
joy of discovering the world and 
hampering them from relating to 
things and impressions in a persona! 
individualised manner. It is high time 
to free the cliild from the bondage of 
too many at too young an age and 
give him back the much needed 
respite for fun and frolic. 

Protection of Wildlife 


Q. Suggest 


1. The best way to promote care 
and protection of wildlife is to evolve 
a workable mechanism whereby the 
management of country's 500-odd 
protected areas is jointly undertaken 
by the ministry of environment and 
forests with assistance of members of 
local communities. This would 
reduce or miSgate tile current con¬ 
flicts or clash of interests over 
wildlife parks and usher in a heaitiiy 
change in the prevailing philosophy 
that favours keeping these parks and 
people apart. 

2. Apart from amending the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 to in¬ 
volve people in both coastituting and 
managing protected areas, nw/ in¬ 
stitutional structures will also have to 
be set up to translate 'people's 
participation' into practice at all 
levels. Since this arrangement cannot 
meet the growing needs of burgeon¬ 
ing population living near the parks 
or sanctuaries, alterative sites will 
have to be provided for re-settlement 


measures for the protection and care 
of wildlife in our country. Explain 
how the measures being suggested 
by you would be helpful. 

Ans. Having diabolically 
denuded the vast forest cover the 
forest mafia, now under the garb or 
poachers, hunters or smugglers, is 
hell-bent to decimate the rare species 
of wild-life and thus reduce India’.s 
land-scapc poor in both flora and 
fauna. We know to our cost how the 
denudation of forests has disturbed 
and disrupted the fragile eco-system 
in different parts of the country. 
Today, poaching, killing, catching 
and smuggling of some fast-dwin¬ 
dling species of wild-life has become 
the most lucrative business for some. 
In order to put a halt to their 
nefarious activities and also to 
protect the endangered wild-life, the 
following measures, if taken in the 
right earnestness, can prove quite ef¬ 
fective as well as rewarding. 


effective j of suiplus people, so that encroach¬ 


ments on forest lands are checked 
and wildlife saved from being 
pushed to the wall for existence. 
Government agencies should be 
urged to find alternatives to the con¬ 
tinuing harmful operations such as 
mining and power generation in na¬ 
tional conservation areas. 

3. The nexus, if any, between the 
protectors and the poachers of 
wildlife should be broken with an 
iron hand. Besides, the strength of the 
security staff posted in or around 
wildlife parks/sanctuaries should be 
suitably augmented and provided 
with the most sophisticated fire¬ 
arms and communication equip¬ 
ments. Timely medical aid should be 
made available to such wildlife 
species as are afflicted by some dead¬ 
ly disease or injury. For this purpose 
the appointment of specialists should 
be given a serious consideration by 
the concerned authorities. Since our 
environment and wildlife have been 
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under constant threat for quite some 
years now, care and concern for botii 
should become a part of our national 
rfoqs. Mere sermons on protection, 
promotion and preservation of 
wildlife will end in naught. 

Banning the Strikes 

Q. "Strikes should be banned". 

Give two arguments for and two 
arguments against the proposition. 

Arguments For the Proposition 

1. 'Produce or perish' is the 
crying need of the hour. Therefore, in 
order to maximise production by 
utilising the optimum productivity 
capacity of the industrial units, both 
big and small, private and public, 
and enforce work culture among our 
working classes, banning of strikes in 
industrial, commercial, financial and 
service sectors should become our 
first and foremost priority. All con¬ 
troversies or disputes ought to be put 
into the cold storage for some years, so 
fliat the total energies of our working 
clas^ and huge investments are put 
to dieir optimum use without any hitch 
or hindrance. We can ill-afford the 
luxury of going on strikes or work 
stoppages on any conceivable pretext 
and fears—real or imaginary. Such a 
casual approach to work has already 
caused havoc to our economy and dis¬ 
cipline all around. If the strikes arc not 
banned and the productiem foils to pick 
up, all measures taken in the name of 
'liberalisah'on' or 'structural changes' 
would go waste and wayward and no 
amount of international help or loans 
would save us from being pushed into 
the tight comer. 

2. Once the strikes are banned 
and trouble-makers debarred from 
holding the entire society to random, 
production in fields and factories, 
services in government, public and 
private sectors would improve 
dramatically. As a result of this posi¬ 
tive development, the ghost of scar¬ 
city or shortages, that keeps haunting 
every now and then, will be laid to 
rest and those who have remained 
deprived of their legitimate share of 
basic goods and services would find 
the going easy. Once the economic 
activities pick up momentum and the 
purchasing power of the people gets 


a boost, pec^le will no longer resent 
or regret the draconian step of strikes 
having been banned. 

Arguments Against the 
Proposition 

1. Advocates of the proposition 
should know without delay or demur 
that India is a working democracy 
where dissent in the form of protests, 
agitations and even strikes is the fun¬ 
damental right of all working classes, 
whether they are engaged in 
producing goods or just dealing 
with files and other paper work. It 
is the height of absurdity and in¬ 
sanity to suggest the banning of 
strikes and reducing the entire 
working-class into bonded labour. 
For such a short-sighted course, 
however lucrative it may be for 
the barons of industry, it is equally 
fraught with dangerous implica¬ 
tions and explosive repercussions 
on every segment of our national 
life. By gagging the voice of 
protest, the protagonists and 
prospective practitioners of this 
proposition would be playing 
with fire and thereby underes¬ 
timating the wrath and the power 
of the people, who form the bulk 
of working classes of every hue. 

2. Another point worth remem¬ 
bering by the supporters of the 
proposition is that no government or 
management has ever conceded or 
considered the genuine demands of 
the working classes without coercion 
and the most effective pressure on 
'powers that be' has been the use of 
the weapon or instrument of strikes. 
Commonsensc, though uncommon 
in some people, should convince one 
and all that no union resorts to 
strikes for the fun of it. Going on a 
strike means a lot of heart-searching 
and mobilisation and to ban all 
strikes as an act of national duty is a 
sign of mental sickness. 

If Human Beings could Fly 

Q. 'If man would have wings to 
fly.' Explain three possible conse¬ 
quences if such a thing happens. 

•Ans, Of the many dreams that 
'man' has cherished since time im¬ 
memorial, flying with wings has 


been the most captivating and 
cdourful. In addition to the thrill and 
throb of soaring high in tile air, in 
case he hi eqt^ped with wings, 
man will also^lMve the unique dis¬ 
tinction of possessing the brain¬ 
power augmented with the flying 
power. Such a rate combination of 
faculties would make man a queer 
creature, who could walk as well as 
fly and tiius see his dream become a 
reality. If by any chance or God's 
grace, man comes to acquire wings 
on his body, the following conse¬ 
quences would follow: 

1. With wings to fly human 
beings would be able to cross na¬ 
tional barriers or borders 
without bothering to go in for 
visas or passports. In a way this 
development would make them 
citizens of the world, with no 
particular label of nationality on 
their foreheads. With wings flut¬ 
tering in the air, man would be¬ 
come globe-flier like birds and 
visit any part of the world where 
civilisation beckons. 

2. Without fuss or fury, which 
financial or other constraints create 
for aspiring men to be on the move, 
the flying men would need no 
transport to carry them from one 
place to the other, either within the 
country or across the borders. This 
would also render a lot many 
vehicles, from two-wheelers to 
aeroplanes, redundant. Consequent¬ 
ly, the huge quantities of energy, con¬ 
sumed by different modes of 
transport, would be conserved for fu¬ 
ture. 

3. Since there are always two 
sides of a coin, the positive one is too 
obvious to go unnoticed or unused. 
But the negative aspect of men willi 
wings can be the end of people's 
privacy. With impunity, human-fliers 
might indulge in all sorts of mis¬ 
chiefs, like intruding into each 
other's private life by perching on 
roofs or window-sills. Mis^ief 
mongers may carry bombs or lethal 
weap(>ns on their persons and drop 
them on populated localities or areas 
and then disappear from the scene 
with the help of tiieir wings. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Terrorism and Human 

Rights 


Thinsmlional Terrorism has craited 
in target societies a situation in which 
constitutional guarantees of human 
rij^ts and rule of law only aid and abet 
terrorist activUies. The proposition is: 
‘Arc terrorists entitled to Human 
Rights?' 

MrA It is a matter of 
satisfaction that the U.N. has 
finally recognised that terrorism 
poses a grave threat to human 
rights. The recently concluded 
session of the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission unequivocally 
condemned terrorism as an act of 
aggression aimed at destruction of 
human integrity and voiced deep 
concern at the gross violations of 
human rights perpetrated by 
terrorist groups. The historic 
resolution has called upon all 
States to take all necessary and 
effective measures to 'prevent, 
combat and eliminate terroris'. The 
U.N.H.R.C., however, has gravely 
erred in stipulating that the 
measures to be taken against the 
terrorists have to conform with 
international standards of human 
rights. This stipulation will thwart 
all efforts to contain terrorism 
especially in cases where it is used 
by one State against another as a 
weapon of war. In such a 'proxy 
war', the fight would be very 
unequal because the target State 
would be bound hand and foot by 
cortstitutional guarantees and rule 
of law while the unfettered 
employment of all available means 
would be open to the 
terrorist-sponsoring State. The 
terrorists would have the protective 
umbrella of human rights over 
their heads while their victims will 
have no such protection. What the 
U.N.H.R.C. h^ ignored is that 
organised terrorism, before 


embarking upon a full-scale 
struggle, deliberately creates a 
situation where the 
law-enforcement apparatus of the 
target State is paralysed. Take for 
example Kashmir. Almost the 
entire non-Muslim population of 
the valley was driven out, thus 
eliminating the segment that was 
likely to cooperate with the 
autfiorities. Through brain-washing 
or terrorisation the loyality of State 
services including State 
para-military forces was subverted, 
thus denying to the State the very 
instrument through which it could 
operate against the terrorists. By 
eliminating witnesses physically or 
otherwise and by terrorising 
judicial officers and magistracy it 
was ensured that no adverse 
evidence would be forthcoming 
and no judge would dare to 
convict. Thus no terrorist, even if 
apprehended, could be punished. 
This was an open invitation to all 
criminally inclined anti-social and 
anti-national elements to jump on 
to the terrorist band-wagon and to 
join in the orgy of massacre, rape 
and plunder because they had 
everything to gain and nothing to 
lose. It is obvious, therefore, that to 
extend to the terrorists the 
protection of human rights is 
tantamount to aiding and abetting 
terrorism and to encouraging 
further gross violations of human 
rights. 

MrB 1 agree, but terrorists are 
human too, my feiend, and Human 
Rights, by definition, ace meant for 
all humanity. They are to be 
distinguished from other rights 
which are based on status i.e. by 
virtue of memberahip of a system 
ot society. Even a cursory glance at 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights would bear me out 


on this. Practically, the statement of 
every right listed therein starts 
with the words 'everyone' or 'no 
one'; and the universality of their 
application is emphasised in the 
Preamble and in fact in the title 
itself. I will like to remind Mr A 
that India is not only a signatory of 
the Declaration but was also one of 
its prime movers; the drafting 
being done mostly by Rene Cassin 
(who went on to win the Nchel 
Peace Prize in 1968). The Indian 
Constitution gives full expression 
to the international standards of 
human rights and our law courts 
have protected and guarded these 
rights very zealously. To deny these 
rights now to a segment of our 
society for any reason whatever 
would be morally unjustifiable. The 
fundamental freedoms and basic 
rights are hallmarks of a civilised 
society. The right to life, liberty and 
security of person, the right to fair 
and open trial, freedom, from 
arbitrary arrest and detention and 
torture are the essential ingredients 
of modem man's most prized 
freedom viz, the freedom from fear. 
Any dilution or denial of this 
freedom would negate our claim to 
a civilised society. Even otherwi^, 
the denial of fair trial to terrorists 
would be illogical and per\'erse in 
the context of our criminal 
jurisprudence. We allow this right 
to brutal murderers, to rapists of 
infants, to inciters of communal 
riots, liien by what logic can we 
deny the same rights to terrorists? 
The policy of cuihing terrorism by 
more terrorism will suppress the 
problem, not solve it. As a policy it 
is morally indefensible, politically 
inexpedient and strategically 
self-defeating. It turns fencesitters 
into collaborators, aberrations into 
a cause and scoundrels into 
Martyrs, and it indefinitely delays 
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die return to normalcy because 
those who want to rejoin the 
maii^tream get scared of doing so. 

!• 

MrC I think the views 

expressed by Mr B may be 
applicable to the localised type of 
terrorism which is bom out of 
grievances, real or imaginary, and 
aims at redressal of the same rather 
than at the overthrow of the State 
itself or recession therefrom. 
However, if he is talking of 
transnational terrorism, of the type 
that has wrought havoc in Punjab 
and Kashmir, 1 think he is wide off 
the mark. Perhaps he has no idea of 
the strike power of the terrorist 
outfits aided, abetted, financed and 
armed by some of the 
fundamentalist Islamic States like 
Iran and Pakistan. Their resources, 
derived from petro-dollars and 
from the highly lucrative narcotics 
trade, are more than the budgets of 
many sovereign States. They 
possess highly sophisticated 
armaments which in their range 
and quantity are not available even 
to regular armies. Their strategy 
and tactics are planned not by 
amateurs but by highly specialised 
military intelligence agencies like 
die I.S.I. of Pakistan. 1me 
operations they undertake is a war 
by proxy and ^eir purpose is 
dismemberment of the target 
country. It has, therefore, to be 
clearly understood that wars have 
to be fought by the rules of war i.c. 
by the use of all available means. 
No country has ever followed 
peace-time norms in war-time 
situations. Meticulous observance 
of human rights standards cannot 
and should not be expected of 
military or para-military forces 
when they are working under 
tremendous pressure. Hedged in 
by a hostile population and 
constantly under attack, they must 
be allowed to employ all available 
means to do their job. To deploy 
armies and then to order them to 
hold their fire-power is the surest 
way to ruin their morale and to 
encourage the terrorists. Battles 
cannot be won if officers and men 
have to defend every burst of fire in 
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a court of law. Mr A has rightly 
pointed out that die terrorists 
deliberately create a situation 
where normal law-enforcement 
prcKedures became unworkable. 
What option then is left to the 
target State but to depart from 
those procedures? The only 
alternative would be to abandon 
the area to the terrorists and leave 
its populace at their mercy. To insist 
upon the human rights of terrorists 
in such a situation is not only 
absurd but criminal dereliction of 
duty. Those concerned about the 
rights of terrorists must pause and 
ponder over the plight of the 
victims. Over 2,50,000 Kashmiri 
Pandits have been made refugees 
in their own land. Where are their 
human rights?’And what about the 
rights of such law-abiding Muslims 
in the valley itself as do not bow to 
the dictates of the terrorists? They 
are victims of loot and extortion, of 
kidnapping and torture and of 
brutal murders. Their houses are 
burnt, their women raped! But the 
rights of the terrorists must be 
protected because the U.N.H.R.C. 
says so. Some logic, isn't it! 


MrD 1 think my friends arc 
shooting at shadows. Any analysis 
of a transnational-terrorism created 
situation should be based on two 
consideration. One, it is the duty of 
a State to protect its citizens from 
outside invasion or internal 
insurgency, a responsibility that 
cannot bo abdicated. Secondly, 
terrorism has to be destroyed by 
legal mcaas if possible, by every 
other means if necessary. But what 
about the infringement of human 
rights in the process, it may be 
asked. 1 do not really think that 
international norms of human 
rights present any unsurpassable 
impediments in dealing with 
terrorism effectively. They flow 
from the 1948 declaration which, 
lists not only rights but also 
limitations there of. Article 29, 
recognises that rights have 
corresponding duties to the 
community, that the exercise of 
rights is subject to the reciprocal 
rights of others and also to 


requirements of morality, public 
order and general welfare Of 
society. Itls; therefore, obvious that 
in a situation where normal 
law-enforcement methods become 
unworkable, it would be quite in 
order to prescribe limits on the 
rights of the terrorists. Our 
constitution does provide for 
declaraticm of emergency or even 
handing over administration to the 
Army if the situation so demands. 

If the rights of ordinary citizens can 
be suspended why not those of 
terrorists? Article 31 says: 'Nothing 
in this Declaration may be 
interpreted as implying for any 
State, group or person any right to 
engage in any activity or to 
perform any act aimed at the 
destruction of any of the rights and 
freedoms set forth herein!' This has 
to be road with Article 29 (3) which 
says that these rights and freedoms 
may in no case be exerci.wd 
contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations! U 
is clear from these clauses that the 
lackeys of Pakistan operating m 
Kashmir forfeit the protection of 
human rights. They are outlaws 
and must be treated as such. What 
is more, Pakistan itsell, by acting in 
direct contravention of the U.N. 
charter, loses any hevs ttlandi in 
Kashmir and can be dealt witli 
accordingly. It may be remembered 
that Israel claimed and actually 
exercised, its right of 'hot pursuit' 
by attacking and destroying 
terrorist bases in sponsoring States 
and U.N. rightly did nothing to 
prevent it from doing so. But a 
word of caution: Any dilution of 
human rights must be carefully ; 
tailored to the needs of the i 

abnormal situation both in extent j 
and in duration. Any general or | 
extended tampering with | 

constitutional guarantees or rule of j 
law will hit not only the terrorists 
but ordinary citizens as well. The 
venality and high-handedness of 
the lower order of our police and , 
magistracy being what it is, any ' 

unrcgu).ited power with them 
would lead only to excesses. An 
overdose of weed-killers will kill 
the weeds all right, but will the 
crop escape damage? 
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'The child is the father of 
Man." 

—Wordszvorlh 

A child's mind is like a blank 
canvas on which time, natitral en¬ 
vironment and social climate draw 
their outlines, which in turn become 
an integral part of his adulthood in 
later life. A clean slate is his heart, 
where the impressions of childhood 
leave their indelible marks, that 
refuse to vanish despite the child's 
odyssey to youth. All forces, natural 
as well as worldly, father tiie child's 
psyche in such a manner that 
childhood memories and mores 
I start gradually shaping and shar¬ 
pening his adulthood character. 
Whatever happens to a child's fate 
and fortune, give clear indications 
of his physical postures and mental 
make-up when he becomes a full- 
fledged adult. True to say, coming 
events cast their shadows before. A 
child nourished and nurtured in 
natural surroundings is different 
from his counter-part reared up In 
the glitter and glamour of urban 
life. Caught and coerced under the 
stress of fast life, a city-bred child 
stands for an adulthood that is im¬ 
patient to grab, no matter what 
methods he adopts to fulfil his 
heart's desires. Fed on the artificial 
menu of fun and fads and the make- 
believe world of science and tech¬ 
nology, he carries within him the 
seeds of ascending aspirations and 
mind-boggling demands on life. 
Under no circumstances can one dis¬ 
own the fatherhood of childhood in 
making or marring the Man. 

"Our sweetest songs are 
' those that tell of saddest 
thought." 

—Shelley 

Strange are human responses 
and reflexes to varying forms of per¬ 


forming arts and creative exposi¬ 
tions. We seldom feel at home with 
what we possess 'but pine for what 
is not' Though inexplicable in 
simple terms, the strings of human 
heart and psyche are moved to their 
deepest roots when a doleful song 
is being sung within the hearing dis¬ 
tance or some tragic scene is being 
enacted on the stage. Our purest ex¬ 
pression of laughter is generally 
mixed with, some melancholy mo¬ 
ment or mood d\at might have hap¬ 
pened long ago. The songs that stir 
the chords within are those that 
bring forth tears and traumas sel¬ 
dom seen on the surface but very 
much present in the singer's voice 
as well as in the listener's conscious¬ 
ness. Comedy is a passing pleasure 
that dissolves itself into the fleeting 
applause of physical excitement. 

But, pathos bom out of self-suffer¬ 
ing or inherent in the 'sad music of 
humanity', lingers on into the 
various layers of sub<onscious ex¬ 
istence. 

"What cannot be cured 
must be endured." 

Life is a peculiar paradox of 
pleasures and pain. The dame for¬ 
tune smiles on some who are born 
with a silver spoon in their mouth. 
But for others, life's journey is beset 
with trials and tribulations. The 
course of life is not a bed of rose.H. 

No doubt the thorns that pierce into 
our flesh, cause physical torture and 
mental unrest, lire stress and strain 
of events teach us the golden lesson 
that anything beyond our control or 
capacity has to be borne with a 
cheerful disposition. Certain hap¬ 
penings that overawe us have to be 
endured without the least grouse or 
grudge. There is no point crying in 
the wilderness and looking for com¬ 
passion when others too are caught 


in a similar mess of pulls and pres¬ 
sures of life. The best course to fol¬ 
low is silent endurance of all 
sufferings, however poignant and 
painful they may be. It is only after 
going through fire that the genuine¬ 
ness of gold is established. Similarly 
it is after having endured the 
various ills and irritants of life, that 
one becomes immune to crying and 
soliciting charity. 

"Let us perfect the means; 
the end will take care of 
itself." 

—Sumu Vivekanatida 
Obsessed with short<uts and 
preme to achieving quick success by- 
hook or by crook, the end tends to be¬ 
come highly tainted and tarnished. In 
a world possessed by the demon of 
'fast results' the concept of right and 
pure means has lost its appeal on 
most human beings. It is in this con¬ 
text that the veracity of Swami'.s 
teaching acquires sterling significance 
and splendour. If the end is lofty, the 
means to reach the destination ought 
to be laudable. Such an advice was a 
matter of faith with preachers and 
practitioners of truth like Gandhi, for 
whom the perfection of means was as 
edifying as the end itself. Men of 
vision and wisdom have always em¬ 
phasised the need to impnwe the 
means so that the objective, when ac¬ 
complished, does not suffer from the 
.stigma of being coloured or cor¬ 
rupted by questionable means or 
dubious designs. Once the people un¬ 
derstand the importance of pious 
means, they need not worry about 
the end. The saying 'well b^un is 
half done' also points out the time- 
tested testimony diat goodness of 
means is the paramount pre-requisite 
for any end to become worthy of 
emulation and exultation. 
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- CURRENT AFFAIRS - 

Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

HUMAN RIGHTS MEET 

Pakistan Withdraws Kashmir Motion 

O N March 9, 1994, Pakistan withdrew the n*solution on 
Kiishmir, at the UN I luman Rights Commission meet 
at (.eneva, following a joint appeal by a large number of 
mcmbt'r blates to avoid voting on the issup and to try to 
resolve the dispute through bilateial talks with India 

The appeal, made by Iran, was joined l»y most of the 
membeis of the Organisation of Islamic Confeicnce, 
C hiiu, \ustialM and all mcmbei-countiies ot the NAM 

It was Pakistan s worst diplomatic debacle and a 
spc‘ctaciilat success lor India Thus, India succeeded in 
toiling Pakistan's attempt to internationalise the Kashmir 
issue 

Pakistan got none of the *>1 members c*f the UNI IRC 
to CO sj icMisor its lescilution Be snia agnn'd to be « co-spon- 
soi in gi.ititude lor Islamabad sheltering a tew thousand 
of its c iti/i ns Saudi Arabi i consentcHl to lend its name as 
a sponsoi bctause it was not a member ot the UNI IRC, 
thus nofallow id to vote Noneotliers not even a staunch 
suppoitii I'ke ban woic prepand to bo paitisan in a 
dispute befinH.n India and Pakistan 

[bus tin mandate was that Kashmii is a bilateial 
issue and that Pakist.m shc>uld letuin to the negotiating 
tabic 

Wide piotcsts in Pakistan. The di'cision of Pakistan 
to ivitluiraw the rescilution on Kashmir tiiggeied wide 
protestsm the country AmongfheinticsvvasNawab/ada 
Nasiullah Khan, hc*ad ot the National Committee on 
t«ashniii sit b\ the Piime Minister Ms Dcma/ir Bhutto, 
WHO dosciibed the witlidinwal as having stemmed from 
'shwr incompetence" ot the loreign ottue 

The toiinei Piinie Minister, Mi Nawaz Shant, 
critic isi'd Ms Bhutto and the foreign minister, Mr Asset 
All, whom he described as' anti-national' 

Pak withdrawal an eye-opener i eader ot the op¬ 
position Mr Atal Behan Vajpayev, who headed the In¬ 
dian delegation to UNMRC, said that the setback 
suffered by Pakistan should be an eye-opener for Kash- 
initis lie further added that the deleal of Pakistan 
should clearly demonstrate to the people ot the Kash¬ 
mir V alle> that Pakistan would do nothing for them, 
except put their lives and property in jeopardy, at the 
hancls of leirorists 

Mr Vajpayee has suggested that the government of 


India should now make optimum use of the Geneva out¬ 
come and improve 'ground reahties'm Kashmir He said 
that the first and foremost task was to restore civic ad¬ 
ministration to the panchayat level Secondly, terronsm 
should be crushed with firmness, for which he suggested 
coordinated acbon by a unified command 

India ready to restart talks. On March 10,1994 India 
n*iti‘rated its readintfss to continue mter-govemmental 
dialogue with Pakistan India hoped that P^istan would 
adojit a more constructive path to resolve differences, 
now that it had failed, for a third consecutive time, to carry 
through the icsolution on Kashmir at the UNHRC 

(A ho SCO Special Teature-I on Poffi 790) 

CONSTITUTION 

SC Upholds Sacking of BJP Govemm«itj 

O N March 11,1994, a Constitution miie-judge bench of 
the Supreme C ourt headed by Mr Justice S R Pan- 
dian upheld the dissolution ot the three BJP-ruled States 
in the aftermath of the Ayodhya tragedy, as it declared 
that secularism is a basic feature of our Coiishtution 

Bv Its SIX separate verdicts running into 515 pages, the 
court ruled that the powei vested m the President to 
imjxj&c Its rule on the recommendation of the Governor or 
C abinet was not absolute but ojven to judicial scrutiny 

The highlights ot the verdict were 

■ \'ididUy of proclamation under Article 356(1) is 
judiciallv rev lewabie to examine whedier it was issu^ on 
the basis cvf anv material or was the proclamation mala fide 
exerase of power The entire burden of proof lies on the 
Union govc'inmeiit 

■ Article (T) is intended to be a check on the 
powers ot the President Therefore', the assembly cannot 
be dissolved till the President's rule is approved by the 
Pailiament 

■ Sc'ciilarism is a jwit of the basic structure of the 
Constitution An\ State Government, working against 
seculaiism oi even using caste, can be dismissed and 
President's rule imposed 

■ I ’i eiiden t s rule cannot be imposed without a writ¬ 
ten report horn the Gov einor 

■ If the President's rule is imposed only on political 
considciahons, the Court can restore the assembly 

■ The Apex Court or a High Court can compel the 
Union government to disclose matenal on basis of which 
President's rule is imposed on a State 

■ Dismissal of opposition-ruled State governments 
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when a new political party assumes power at the Centre 
has been held unconstitutional. 

■ The Court held the imposition of President's rule in 
Miighalaya (1989), Nagaland (1988) and Karnataka (1989) 
as unconstitutional. However, no relief could be granted 
to (he petitioners in view of the fact that fresh elections 
had taken place since then. 

LEGISLATION 

Validity of TADA Upheld 

N March 11,1994, a fivt*-judgc Constitution bench, 
headed by Justice Ratnavel Pandian, upheld the 
validity of the Terrorists and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1987. 

Delivering the judgement, Justice Pandian deplored 
the growing terrorism which had endangered the 
sovereignty of many nations around the world. 

The judgement also permitted the validity of confes¬ 
sions to police officers, under Section 15 of the Act. but 
stipulated that it shall be in the language of the detainee. 

The Court has also directed the Centre and all State 
governments to .set up high power committees to re\new 
all TADA cases. 

The Court has struck down Section 22 of the TADA 
Act, which permits identification of an accu-sed on the I 
basis of his photograph, which was to be held to have the 
same value as the evidence of a test identification parade. 
The judges observed that "wc feel that gross injustice to 
the detriment of the person su.spc'cU'd may result". 

GATT TREATY 

Opposition warns against signing GATT 

O N March 29, 1994, the entire Opposition severely 
criticised the government for its decision to sign the 
General Agrc'ement on Tariffs and Trade (GAIT). The 
government was fore-warned that the future generations 
would never forgive it for committing them to a deal that 
was "heavily loaded against developing countries". 

The opposition leaders were participating in a special 
two-day discassion in the Lok Sabha, on the final act 
embodying the results of the Uruguay round of multi¬ 
lateral trade negotiations. 

Countering the arguments of the Opposition, Mr 
Mani Shankar Aiyar, the main speaker of Congress, said 
that the new agreement would, in fact, go a long way in 
boosting agriculture and bringing about much-needed 
improvement in other sectors of the economy. He further 
added that the government would be able to offer a Rs 
30,860 crore subsidy to farmers, even after signing the 
GATT treaty. Tobacco, .sugarcane and groundnut crops 
would face no danger of competition from imports. He 
said that the opposition was raising the fears of the people 
without justification. 

Mr Aiyar further added that contrary to the 
propaganda that the new GATT was a "sell out", the 


government had managed to get whatever provisions it 
wanted incorporated in the final act. India's public dis¬ 
tribution sj'stem would not be affeded, nor would there 
be any problem with regard to the controvwsial issue of 
the intellectual property rights. There is no truth in the 
stories that plants would have no patients, he said. 

On the other hand, he said, India would find a ready 
market for rice in Japan. The country could also aspire to 
capture 25 per cent of the world seed market 

Exim study estimates GATT gains for India at $ 4.6 
billion: The Export-Import Bank of India, in a study, has 
estimated that India's income gains out of the GATT 
agreement will he $ 4.6 billion annually, with export gains 
alone being $ 1.25 billion. However, the benefits would 
not accrue immediately. The report adds that the time gap 
will enable exporters, policy makers and concerned or¬ 
ganisations to implement various preparatory measures. 

FOREIGN TRADE 

Changes in Exim policy 

W ITH a v iew to give .some more incentive to exporters 
having a proven track record, significant changes 
have been made in the import and export policy, 1992'^7. 
11 has been decided to expand the list of imports under the 
special imports licence.s. The highlights of the changes are: 

■ A new category of super-star trading houses has 
been added to provide recognition and accord a place of 
pride to exporters who have performed well and have the 
potential of doing even better. 

■ input-output norms have been finalised for 3383 
items, as against 2200 earlier. 

■ Duty-free licence holders will now be allowed to 
source their goods from liKal manufacturers. 

■ Regional offices can now permit imports upto Rs 
25 lakh. 

■ Deemed exporters who do not avail of the facility 
of the duty exemption scheme will be granted special 
import licences at the rale of 5 per cent of value of supply. 

■ To make the Special Import Licences (SIL) finan¬ 
cially more attractive, a number of items relating to health 
care, sports, communication and office equipment, some 
consumer gotxlb not reserved for SSI units and spares are 
now being permitted for import through SILs. 

INDIA-UK RELATIONS 

Visit of Prime Minister Rao to UK 

P RIME Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao visited Britain on 
March 13,1994 on a five-day official visit. This was the 
first visit in nine years, by an Indian head of govemmait. 
A new dimension was added to the economic relations 
between the two countries by signing a 10-year agreement 
to promote and protect investments in the two countries. 
Decks were also cleared for close relationship in the 
defence field. 

The agreement on protection of investments en- 
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visages protection of wide ran^ of investments, indud- 
ing moveable and immoveable property, mortgage, 
shares and stocks and intellectual property rights. 

Britain is the first country with which India has con- 
duded such an economic agreement. The agreement will 
strengthen the Indo-British partnership initiative, 
launched by the British Prime Minister, Mr John Major, 
during his New Delhi vi.sit in January 1993. 

India is a signatory of the Multi-lateral investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA) which covers political risks 
and the risk of war and natural calamities. But, MIGA 
does not insulate the foreign investor against the danger 
of drastic reversal of government policies. The investment 
guarantee pact provides for greater .security to the invest¬ 
ing companies, by ensuring that e\'en if the policies of the 
government change, the investments will remain safe. 

Focus on Kashmir The situation on Kashmir lopped 
the agenda of the meeting between Mr Rao and Mr Major. 
It was conveyed to Mr Rao lhal while Britain supported 
India's position on Kashmir, it would like some sort of a 
political proewss to resume. Prime Minister Rao is believed 
to have told Mr Major that "fear of gun" was an impedi¬ 
ment. The three-point British position on Kashmir wa.s 
conveyed to Mr Rao. It calls for Indo-Pak talks, resump¬ 
tion of political process and an end to trans-border help to 
militants. 

The occasion also provided an opportunity for India 
to appreciate Britain's role in mobilising support for India, 
during the UN Human Rights Commission meeting in 
Geneva in R'bruary. 

During his visit. Prime Minister Rao also called on the 
Queen at the Buckingham Palace and received Liberal 
Democrat leader, Mr Paddy Ashdown and Common¬ 
wealth Secrelary-C'ieneral, Chief Pmeka Anyaoka. 

In his meeting with Mr Ashdown, Prime Minister Rao 
re.stated India'.s position that any move towards nuclear 
non-proliferation in Jknith Asia must involve China and 
Russia. I Ic a!s{> conveyed the NPT, in itsprostmt form, was 
di.scriminatory. 

Mr Kao also planted an oak sapling at Rinnymcde 
where, 779 years ago, the foundations for liberty, 
democracy and the rule of law were laid through the 
Magna Carta. The memorial has been erected at the 
spot at which king John and his Barons put their seal 
I to the Charier of Magna Carta. Prime Minister Rao is 
I the second statesman, after President J.l‘. Kennedy of 
USA, to associate hitn.selt with the home of Magna 
Carta. 

: The British loaders stressed upon Mr RiU) the need to 
finalise Iht* time-tirblo for the proposed Indian purchase of 
a trainer jot. A new Memorandum ol Understanding was 
finalised for cUrsor relalion.ship in the field of defence. 
India conveyed to Britain that it will consider any defence 
deal within the new framework of this wider collabora¬ 
tion only. 

In the past, the detenVe deal.-) were made without 


linking them with deals for sub-system production and 
exports. Now the Briti^ industry has changed its percep¬ 
tion and feels that India has the industrial muscle tp 
come a meaningful partner, rather than a dumping 
ground. Doth sides agreed that this changed perception 
can lead to a much more meaningful defmce cooperation. 

Cunningham visits J & K: The British shadow 
Foreign Secretary and I.abour leadei; Mr Jack Cunnin¬ 
gham, visited Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab in March- 
end. He asked Pakistan to cease its support to terrorists 
and strongly opposed internationalising the Kashmir 
issue. He said that there was "lot of evidence" to show 
that the terrorists in Karitmir were being supported exter¬ 
nally. He praised India for its openness in giving access to 
Kashmir valley for politicians and diplomats from abroad. 

i-le urged India to strengthen its diplomatic efforts in 
putting its case across to the world community, on the 
Kashmir issue. 

iNDIA-PAKISTAN 

RELATIONS 

Pakistan closes Bombay Consulate 

O N March 20, 1994, Pakistan closed its consulate in 
Bombay. A foreign office spokesm^ of Pakistan at¬ 
tributed the closure to the "non-cooperative and negative 
attitude of the Indian authorities". 

The spokesman said that the Indian government had 
"gone back on its commitment to lease the Jinnah House 
for the use of the consulate general. Subsequently, die 
Indian authorities had refused to facilitate the acquisition 
of suitable premises for the consulate general". 

However, the Indian authorities rejected the charges 
of non-cooperation and said that on the other hand they 
had gone out of the way to assist the Pakistani audioritics. 
The Indian side maintained that "in any case, it was the 
responsibility of a mission and not die host government to 
hire or purchase property". 

The move to close the Bombay consulate has added 
yet another facet to the deteriorating relations between the 
two countries. Official sources feel tiiat the move might be 
a prelude to Pakistan asking India to close down its con¬ 
sulate general in Karachi. 

In tandem with closing of the Bombay Consulate, 
Pakistani authorities imposed restricitions on the Indian 
consulate, in the nature of impeding access to it for the 
local public. On March 21,1994, India strongly protested 
the virtual seige of its consulate in Karachi dut prevented 
Pakistani nationals and others from approaching it for 
visas. 

India Blasts Pak over Kashmir 

I NDIA has charged Pakistan with unleashing a cam¬ 
paign of terror and violence in Kashmir, dwugh its 
agents. The charges were made by the Indian Ambassador 
to the UN, Mr T.P. Sreenivasan. 'The source of Pakistan's 
unbridled vituperation is her dream of territorial expan- 
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sicm through violence and deception", he said. 

Mr SreeKivasan was replying to Pakistan's charge 
during the 38th Session of the Commission on the status 
6i women—a most unlikely forum for such issues. 

Earlier, Begum Nusrat Bhutto, mother of Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, had alleged rape and 
other atrocities on women in Kashmir. Rebutting the al¬ 
legations, Mr Sreenivasan said that the campaign of terror 
and violence, unleashed by Pakistani agents, has resulted 
in violations of the fundamental rights of all peaceful and 
law abiding citizens of Jammu and Kashmir, including 
women. 

INDiA-US RELATIONS 

Visit of Ms Robin Raphel 

U s Assistant Secretary of State, Ms Robin Raphel 
visited India on March 22,1QQ4 for a four-day offi¬ 
cial visit. The aim was to reconcile the differences over 
issues like non-proliferation, South-Asian security and 
Kashmir. 

Ms Raphel made it clear that her country wanted 
the Kashmir dispute to be solved through bilateral 
talks between India and Pakistan, under the Simla 
Agreement, and opposed "outside aid" to the 
militants. She said that the US views on Kashmir 
were misinterpreted. 

She denied that there was any pro-Pakistan tilt in the 
US policy on South Asia and claimed that the proposal to 
sell a batch of F-16 aircraft to Pakistan, in exchange for a 
"major" nuclear non-proliferation concession from Pakis¬ 
tan, would enhance security in the region. 

It was time to put the "turbulence behind us", she 
said, and assured ll\c United States Uxik its relationship 
with India very seriously. "We support a strong, stable 
and prcNipcrous India", she said. 

While addressing the Indian industrialists, Ms 
Raphel said that US action on Super 301 will be within 
the provisions of the GATT agreement. She dispelled 
industry's concerns about bilateral action against trad¬ 
ing partners. She told the industrialists that the US 
government gave high priority to business relations 
with India and clarified that the two countries agreed 
on economic issues, despite disagreement on the politi¬ 
cal front. 

India conveyed its protest against the US move to sell 
38 F-16 fighter jets to Pakistan, saying that this would 
escalate tension in the region. The warning was conveyed 
when Ms Raphel met the Minister of State for External 
Affairs, Mr R.L. Bhatia. 

India also reiterated its opposition to the US proposal for 
a five-nation conference to discuss the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). India stressed that it was not 
workable. It was made clear that India's position in this 
regard was made clear in the 1988 action plan, presented to 


theUNby Mr Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister. 

Visit of US Dq>uty Secreta^ 

T he us deputy secretary ot State, Mr Strobe Talbott, 
arrived in New Delhi on April 6,1994 on a three-day 
visit to give "new impetus" to the Indo-US relations. 

India's strong opposition to the proposed sale of F-16 
and Orion P3 fighter aircraft to Pakistan, internationalisa¬ 
tion of the Kashmir issue and signing of the dis¬ 
criminatory NPT, in its present form, were firmly 
conveyed to Mr Talbott. He was fully briefed about Indian 
concerns about the Clinton administration's South Asia 
policy and was asked to correct the pro-Pakistan tilt of 
USA. 

However, the Indian side agreed to discuss the 
proposal for a multi-lateral foruni to take up disarmament 
issues. 

The two sides also felt that there existed a great poten¬ 
tial for further cooperation between India and USA, 
bilaterally and internationally. 

The references of Mr Talbott to further strengthen the 
relations, regardless of differences of some issues, seemed 
to be a part of the damage control exercise, which the 
Clinton administration has undertaken to prevent a fur¬ 
ther drift in the relations between the two countries, 
caused by some unfortunate statements on Kashmir and 
human rights. 

On Jammu and Kashmir, Mr Talbott underlined 
that the State was a disputed territory and the US 
desired a solution through a bilateral dialogue between 
India and Pakistan, under the Simla agreement. The US 
was willing to assist in the process, if both .sides so 
desired, he said. 

The Indian side pointed out that it did nut regard 
Kashmir as a territorial dispute, but, in the intere.st of 
easing tension, was willing to bilaterally discuss with 
Pakistan. The process of such a dialogue hinged on Pakis¬ 
tan stopping its support to terrorism. 

INDIA-ARGENTINA 

RELATIONS 

Visit of Mr Carlos Saul Menem 

President of Argentina, Mr Carlos Saul Menem 
visited India on a three-day State visit on March 31,1994. 
During his meetings with the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, and the President, Dr S.D. Sharma, Mr 
Menem had extensive talks on the international situation 
and bilateral relations. Views on the economic reforms 
process, underway in both the countries, were also ex¬ 
changed. 

Agreements on .setting up of a joint commission for 
technology, science, culture, economy and trade and on 
visa exemption in respect of diplomatic and official 
passports, were signed. 


sao MAY'94 COMPETITION MASTER 



INDIA-JAPAN RELATIONS 

Japan promises more aid 

J rAPAN has conveyed to India that it will increase the 
I quantum of OiYicial Development Assistance (ODA) as 
ndla had adhered to the basic principles set out in the 
ODAcharter.In 1992Japan had disbursed$425.17 tiullion 
to India. 

Japan's ODA to developing countries is guided by 
four principles which stipulate that*, environmental con¬ 
servation and development should be pursued in tandem; 
the use of ODA for military purposes or for aggravation 
of international conflicts should he avoided; full attention 
should be paid to efforts for promoting democratisation of 
a market-oriented economy; and attention should be paid 
to trends in recipient countries' military expenditure, their 
development and production of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS 

China flogs India over Ubet meet 

I N the first open criticism of India in more than six years, 
China recently criticised New Delhi for not having 
prevented an international meeting on Tibet, later, how¬ 
ever, it voiced the hope that die situation would "pass". 

The Indian government clarified that it was in no way 
associated with the convening of the meeting. The Indian 
spokesman clarified that it could not stop the meeting 
because of the Constitutional guarantee of freedom of 
speech. Beijing, however, failed to appreciate the Indian 
stand. 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Envoys of European Commission visit 
Kashmir 

O N March 7, 1994, a team of ton envoys of the 
European Commission and the Organisation of Is¬ 
lamic Conference arrived in Srinagar on a fact-finding 
mission. This was second time, in less than a month, that 
a team of envoys visited Srinagar. Earlier a four-member 
tc‘am of European envoys had made a similar visit. 

The envoys belonged to Bulgaria, Mungar}', Mexico, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Senegal, Nigeria, Canada, Colombia 
and Venezuela. 

The envoys were briefed about the operations of the 
security forces and the manner in which these were con- 
c|ucted. Replying to tlteir queries of excesses in Sopore, 
Bijbehara and Kupwara, the Indian side told them that 
these were among very few incidents of excesses. They 
were told that more than 100 security personnel have been 
punished on charges of murder, rape and using extra 
force. It was also made clear that reports of human rights 
violations in Kashmir were exaggerated by the Pakistani 
media. 

Some recently apprdwnded foreign militants were 


also paraded before the envoys. The weapons seized from 
them were displayed. 

Kashmiri Pandit refugees raised anti-Pakistan 
slogans when the Ambassadors visited their camps in 
Jammu. Leaders of the refugee camps urged the envoys to 
declare Pakistan a "terrorist" State as that country was 
fuelling terrorism. They were told that the militants have 
forced the exodus of Pandits, Sikhs and pro-India Mus¬ 
lims. 

Leaders of Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir told 
the envoys that the people of the region consider the 
accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India as final and 
irrevocable. They further said that people of the State have 
ratified this historical fact by fully participating in the 
democratic process during the last 45 years. 

At the end of the four-day tour the envoys welcomed 
the government of India's policy of transparency in 
regard to the State and expressed the hope that the human 
rights situation would improve. 

While they agreed to the fact that terrorism in the 
State has the externai support, they also hoped that the 
Indian government would take necessary steps to ensure 
that the security forces do not transgress the limits of law. 
They were also of the view that the people of Kashmir 
have many grievances which ought to be redressed. 

National Conference leader killed in Janimu 

O N March 19,1994, militants killed Mr Wali Moham¬ 
mad Itoo, Islational Conference loader and former 
speaker of Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly, in 
Jammu. Besides demonstrating the striking capacity of 
Kashmiri militants in Jammu, the killing shadowed the 
restart of the political process in Jammu and Kashmir. The 
attack came immediately after the Union Home Minister, 
Mr S.B. Chavan, announced that a political package is 
being worked out. 

RAILWAYS 

Tandon Panel Report 

T he Prakash Tandon Committee report on restructur¬ 
ing of the railways has suggested that along with tlw 
road transport sector, the railways should enter into 
strategic alliances with major industries, to create jointly 
owned transportation organi.sations to collect goods, load 
them into wagons and form them into rakes. The commit¬ 
tee report says tliat the railways should "regard themsel¬ 
ves a.s being in the business of transportation, and not 
railways alone". For this the railways should take the 
initiative to integrate into a multi-modal transportation 
systems for freight and passengers. 

Major recommendations are: 

■ Setting up of metro transport autiiorities in major 
cities to provide integrated transportation fcicilities. 

■ Identifying responsibility centres within railway 
departments and designating them as cost or profit 
centres. 
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■ Development of a computerised sodo^onomic 
model of forecasting emerging transportaticm needs. 

■''M Drawing up a memorandum of understanding out> 
lining the responsibility and authority of the railways and 
the areas in which the State will support it. 

SCAVENGING 

Pondicherry first to say bye 

ONDIQIERRY, the first State/Union Territor)' to be¬ 
come 100% literate, has added anotlier feather in its 
cap. It has now become the first scavenger-free State of 
India. 

The project was taken up as part of the national 
scheme for liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers and 
their dependents. The aim was to liberate these people 
from the shackles of the inhuman practice and engage 
them in alternative and dignified employment. Effective 
implementation of the scheme called for identification of 
the scavengers by launching rapid surveys all over'the 
country. 

The survey in Pondicherry was carried out in record 
two days. 118 scavenger families, comprising 476person.s, 
were identified. Suitable trades for self-employment were 
identified and followed by training. Paper making, weav¬ 
ing, brush and soap manufacturing and construction 
work were few of the areas for which training was 
provided. 

FOREIGN MEDIA 

Government to move cautiously 

T he question of Doordarshan having a tie-up with the 
American Cable network CNN, and also some Indian 
newspapers having a tie-up with the foreign papers, arc 
all speculative as the government is still weighing the pros 
and cons of allowing foreign media. 

The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, is 
reported to be of the view that before taking any decision 
on foreign media, the government should consult nil 
political parties as the Issue is quite sensitive. 

At the recently concluded G-15 summit it was decided 
to go in for media channels that project the views of the 
Third World countries. The G-15 leaders were of the view 
that the US cable services, and even BBC, do not project 
the Third World views to their advantage. The G-15 
leaders have strongly supported the need for developing 
own channels. 

SC STRIKES DOWN BAN 
ON JAMAAT 

N March 18,1994 the Supreme Court struck down the 
ban on Jamaat-e-lslami Hind, imposed on it, 
alongwith three Hindu organisations, in the aftermath of 
the Ayodhya tragedy, about two years ago, for its "unlaw¬ 
ful activities" calling for plebiscite in Kashmir, predicting 
separation of Kashmir and for repeatedly disclaiming 


sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country. j 

Although the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) i 
Tribunal, set-up under the UniawfiiStl Activities (Preven- | 
tiOTi) Act, is considering vaEdity of the ban order, passed 
on December 10, 1992, the apex court's judgement said 
"the government has failed to justify 'immediate' ban on 
the organisation". 

Section 3 (3) of tlie Act provides that a ban on an 
organisation "shall not have effect until the Tribunal, 
headed by a High Court Judge, after a due adjudication, 
has confirmed the notification". 

GOA 

Political drama in Goa 

O N April 2,1994, in a suddai and wholly unexpected 
development, Goa's Governor, Mr Bhanu Prakash 
Singh, dismissed the Chief Minister Wilfred D'Souza and 
rc-appointcd former Chief Minister, Mr Ravi Naik, in his 
place. The action came in less than 24 hours after five 
ministers of the D'Souza cabinet had announced their 
resigiiation; demanding a change in the leadership. 

On April 3, Mr Bhanu Prakash Singh, Governor of 
Goa, had to resign, after reportedly incurring the dis¬ 
pleasure of the President, who was informed by the Prime 
Minister that the sacking of the D'Souza ministry and 
appointment of Mr Ravi Naik as Chief Minister was 
"arbitrary". 

On April 4, Mr Ravi Naik resigned from the post of 
Chief Minister a.s more than 20 legislators in the Goa 
Assembly of 38 backed Mr Wilfred D'Souza and Mr Naik 
could muster support of only two or three legislators. 

On April 7, the leadership issue came a full circle with 
the Congress president, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, naming 
Mr Wilfred D'Souza for the post of Chief Minister. Mr 
D'Souza look the oath of office on April 8,1994. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

e-15 SUMMIT 

HE C-15 summit opened in New Delhi on March 28, 
1994 with the six participating countries attacking the 
developed world for continuing with protectionist ten¬ 
dencies under the garb of human rights and environment. 
The need for re-structuring the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Bank and the United Nations was also 
voiced. 

The six heads of State, who participated in the meet, 
included Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao, Malayasian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed, Indonesian Presi¬ 
dent Suharto, Nigerian President Sani Abacha, Zimbab¬ 
wean President Robert Mugabe and Senagalese President 
Abdon Diouf. The Argentinian President Carlos Menem 
joined the summit meeting on the concluding day. 
Jamaica, Egypt, Peru, Brazil, Chile, Venezuela and Algeria 
were represented by special envoys. Mexico did not par- 
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ticipate. 

Prime Minister Rao set the tone for the summit discus* ; 
sion witii his blunt remarks on the new trade barriers. Ho 
urged his fellow heads of State to ensure that these bar* | 
tiers do not spring up again. He called for forging closer 
ties among the Member-nations and said that the efforts 
to Intensify inter-action would affirm the value of "open 
regionalism", with the memboKiountries becoming vi¬ 
able growth centres for the free How to trade. 

Prime Minister Rao also made a call to mobilise world 
opinion against terrorism, fundamentalism and 
separatism, which, he said, had attained dangerous 
proportions and wea> attempting to undermine die na* 
tion-State system. His call was fully endorsed by the 
member-countries attending the meeting. 

The joint communique of the fourth summit called fur 
setting a new agenda for increased Soutli-Soalh coopera¬ 
tion and called for concerted efforts to thwart eri>ction of 
new trade barriers and permanent membership for 
developing countries in the UN Security Council. 

The communique also provided for flexible quorum 
for future summits, enhanced the role of the Council of 
G-15 foreign ministers and provided for the frequency of 
the summit meetings to continue at once a year. 

The G-15 leaders also felt that the United Nations 
should be restructured to take into account the significant 
changes that have taken place in tfie post-war world. They 
suggested that the restructuring should rest on the .prin¬ 
ciples of dcmocratisation and transparency in decision¬ 
making in the UN and all its agencies. 

In the meeting of foreign ministers of Ci-15, held 
before the start of the summit, "new initiative and 
mechanism", for propelling intra-lradi; and economic 
relation.s among the group members, ivas favoured. 

The Indian (rxternal affairs minister, Mr Dinesh Singh, 
who chaired the meeting, said tiiat besides taking the new 
initiative, the member-countries should pool their resour¬ 
ces and capabilities to further South-South cooperation. 
He said, "we collectively represent—a combined GDP of 
$ 1.4 trillion and a total trade turn-over of $404 billion— 
markets that have been recognised as significant by the 
north, vast natural and human resources and technologi¬ 
cal dynamism in several sectors. The pooling of these 
nesourccs and capabilitir-s, the liberalisation and expan- 
.sion of intra G-15 trade and economic relations and a 
degree of concordance of our world view can give this 
group a decisive say in the world. To achieve this our 
cdoperation has to be more effective. This should be our 
touchstone." 

At the concluding .session of the summit. Prime Min¬ 
ister Rao and his Malaysian counterpart, Mr Mahathir 
Mohammad, urged the developing countries to guard 
against attempts to frustrate the Uruguay Round, through 
new protectionist barriers wing the pretext of social or 
environmental concerns. 

Prime Minister Rao expressed hope that the World 


Trade Organisation (WTO), which will replace the GATT, 
would be a guarantor of weak trading partners and an 
arbitratoragainstunilateraiactionby rich countries. 

The chairmanship of the summit was taken over by 
Argentina, which will host the next summit in 1995. 

BOSNIA 

Muslims, Croats agree on federation 


O N March 1b, 1994 Bosnia's Muslims and Croats 
signed a US-brokered pact to create a new federation 
within the battered c.\-Yugoslav republic. The agreement 
was signed in Washington, 

TJic airemony also featured the signing of a separate 
accord on an eventual confederation w'ith Croatia. The US 
President, Mr Bill Clinton, made a strong plea to the Serbs 
to also participate in the prex-res. 

Bosnian Serbs, who control 7(1 per cent of the territoy, 
boycotted the federation talks. The peace talks were 
mediated by the US envoy, Mr Charles Redman. 

The agreement is a blue print lor a system erf Swiss- 
style Canton.s, under a strong Central government. I he 
federation would have a presidency alternating between 
Croats and Muslims and a two-tier federal Parliament, 
with a majority of Muslims in the Lower House, reflecting 
their greater numbers, and a balance of power in the 
Upper House. 

CHINA-JAPAN RELATIONS 

Discord persists inspite of talks 

T he Japanese Prime Minister, Mr Morihiro Hosokawa 
vi.sited Beijing, for the first time since taking office m 
August 199X on March 19,1994. During his meeting witii 
the Chinese Premier, Mr Li Peng, he asked Chiiui to un¬ 
derstand the need for transparency in military expendi¬ 
ture, saying that this issue was very important for the 
world and for China itself. 

Mr Hosokawa also called on China to use its influence 
on North Korea and to persuade its fellow communist 
neighbour to allow full international monitoring of its 
atomic facilities. 

Regarding the defence expenditure, i^remier Li Peng 
told Mr Hosokawa that China's military budget in boA 
absoiuteand per capita terms w'aslowerthan that of many 
other countrie.s. But japan was unimpressed. It pointed to 
the hidden budgets under other heads such as "science 
and technology", as well as the re-cycled income from 
arms sales abroad and the profits from the tens of 
thousands of factories, businesses and farms controlled by 
the armed forces. 

The reference to defence expenditure was in connec¬ 
tion with the soft loans that Japan has given to China. The 
loans are subject to guidelines which take note of recipient 
countries' military spending. 
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CHINA-US RELATIONS 

China rejects US concern over rights 

O N Mardi 12, 1994 China and USA took offensive 
postures with Premier Li Peng declaring that Beijing 
would "never accept US human rights concepts" and the 
US Secretary of State Warren Christopher warning of 
withdrawal of trade concessions. 

Mr Li Peng told Mr Christopher that the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) trading status was mutual and 
that if it was withdrawn, the United States would suffer 
no less. China mainly relies on its own market and was 
"strong in self-reliance", he said. If the MFN is revoked, 
the US side will loose its share in the Chinese market, 
he warned, noting that China planned to import $ 100 
billion worth of goods a year for the next seven years. 

US State department .spokesman, Mr Mike McCurry, 
however, said that China should not believe that the MFN 
was in the bag and that it would have to make overall 
significant progress in areas such as prison laboui;^ han¬ 
dling of political and religious activists and Tibet. 

President Jiang Zamin of China, as well as a lobby of 
American businessmen, also expressed deep worry over 
the policy of linking trade concessions to human rights. 

China's foreign minister, Mr Qian Qichan, said that 
the executive order of the US President and US laws are 
not applicable in China. Whether MFN status will be 
renewed in June, depends mainly on US, he said. He 
rejected linking human rights with trade advantages. He 
said that both sides have different concepts of human 
rights. 

While talking to the American businessmen, Mr 
Christopher said that the US policy was "designed to 
protect our security, advance our prosperity and promote 
democracy and human rights. He asked them to use their 
influence to cemvince the Chinese that it was in their 
interests to make "at least the limited progress on human 
rights that we seek". 

Military exchanges to be resumed: Despite the 
raging feud over human rights and threat of US to cancel 
the NW’N status, China and USA announced,.on March 14, 
1994, the restoration of military exchanges. The two sides 
will exchange knowhow on putting military technology 
and facilities to civilian use, an area in which China has 
acquired lots of experience. 

JAPAN-USA RELATIONS 

Japan lifts IS -year-old export restrictions 

O N March 29, 1994, Japan announced that it has 
decided to lift its 13-year-old voluntary export restric¬ 
tions to the USA from April 1,1994, saying that the restric¬ 
tions would not serve the interest of both parties. 

The announcement was part of the new economic 
package and market opening measures. Prime Minister 
Hosokawa's government feels that the measures will 


help stay the trade actions against Japan, dtreatened by 
the USA. The Japanese government has pledged that by 
the end of June 1994, it will complete a list of deregulatory 
measures diat will make doing business in Japan easier for 
foreigners. 

At present Japan is having a trade surplus of more 
than $ 130 billion with ail its trading partners. 

ITALY 

Berlusconi's alliance wins elections 

I N the general elections held on March 27,1994, Italy 
veered resolutely to the Right, giving the Right wing 
alliance, led by the media magnate Silvio Berlusconi, an 
absolute majority in the l./>wcr i-louse and 50 per cent of 
senatorial seats. 

The Right wing alliance, which brought together 
Berlusconi's Forza Italia Party, the Pcderali.st Northern 
League, led by Umberto Bo.ssi, and die nco-Fascist Na¬ 
tional Alliance, led by Clian Franco Fini, has won 366 of 
630 seats in the Lower House. 

The left wing alliance, made up of various small and 
large parties, including Left leaning Catholics, the (Ireens, 
the Socialists and the Communists, and led by the 
reformed former Communist Party, now known as the 
Democratic Part)' of the Left, won 212 sea to. 

The rt'sults of the elections indicate that in Mr fkTliis- 
coni the Italians found something new. They have 
preferred to vote fora largcrthan life media magnate, who 
ha.s dangled before them the promi.se of the kind of life he 
portrays on his TV shows. The 45 years of Christian 
Democrats rule, that had resulted in corruption creeping 
into all spheres of life, had also forced the Italian voter to 
try a new entity. 

SOMALIA 

Warlords sign pact 

S OMALIA'S two most powerful warlords, Mr 
Mohammed F'arah Aideed, who heads the Somali Na¬ 
tional Alliance (SN.A), and Mr Ali Mahdi Mohammed, 
leader of the "Group of 12" coalition, signed a peace 
agreement on March 24,1994, calling for a ceasefire and 
national reconciliation conference in May, 1994, to elect a 
President. 

The agreement was reached after nearly two weeks of 
torturous negotiations at Nairobi, which were sponsored 
by the United Nations. 

The main principles included in the agreement are: 
"Repudiation of any form of violence as a moans of resolv¬ 
ing conflicts and implementation of a ceasefire and volun¬ 
tary disarmament throughout Somalia." 

SRI LANKA 

Opposition wins Provincial Council Polls 

I N the election.s for the Southern Provincial Council 
(SPC) the People's Alliance (PA), an opposition coali- 


124 MAY *94 COMPETITION MASTER 


tion, scored an upset victory to win 32 seats out of the 53- 
seat House. 

The elections, held on March 24,1994, were a sequel 
to the dismissal of the prcAdous SPC government, also led 
by PA. United National Party (UNP), running the country 
uninterruptedly since 1977, won 23 seats, far short of its 
expectations. 

The defeat of UNP is expected to intensify the power 
struggle within the party. Another aspect that has come to 
the fore is that electorate of the Southern Province, despite 
being overwhelmigly Sinhalese Buddhists, rejected Presi¬ 
dent Wijetunga's strident commurral overtone during the 
campaign. 

The results are also expected to stall, for the time 
being. President Wijetunga's controversial plan to hold a 
referendum to finalise the tie facto demerger of the North¬ 
ern and Eastern Provinces. 

MIDDLE EAST 

UN condemns Hebron massacre 

O N March 18, 1994, iifter days of dithering, the UN 
Securit}' C'ouncil condemned the mas.sacre of over 30 
Muslims in the Hebron mosque. 

The resolution had been held up for almost three 
weeks since a Jewish settler had killed the Palt^stinians, a.s 
the United States linked its support to an assurance by the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation, that it would resume 
the peace talks with Israel, onc<j the Council adopts the 
resolution. 

Shortly after the resohition was passed, the United 
Slates announced that senior Israeli and Palestinian offi¬ 
cials will meet sixm k> resume the peace talks. 

Accord on more forces for Hebron; On March 31, 
IW, the I’LO and Ismel signed an agreement on the protec¬ 
tion of Palestinians in the West Bank town of Hebron and 
immciliate resumption of over-all peace talks. 

According to the pact, a contingent of about 160 light¬ 
ly armed international force would be deployed in 
Hebron, to protect the Palestinians. 

The two side.s al.so agreed to accelerate overall talks 
on Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories and 
e.stablishment ot Palestinian autonomy for Gaza and 
Jericho, with the objective of making up for the lost 
time. 

The agreement was .signed in Cairo by the chief 
negotiators, Mr Nabil Shaath of the PLO and Maj Gen. 
Amon Shahak of Israel. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

USA extends ban on N-tests 

HE US President, Mr Bill Clinton has extended the 
moratorium on US nuclear weapon testing till Septem¬ 
ber 1995. The current moratorium was to expire on Sep¬ 
tember 1994. Among the factors leading to the extension 
was the restraint showed by other nuclear powers in not 


responding to China's nuclear test in October, 1993, with 
tests of their own. 

Encouraging progress in tiie negotiations towards an 
international comprehensive test ban treaty was cited as 
another reason. According to a White House spokes¬ 
woman "resuming tests would have sent the wrong signal 
around the world". 

Pakistan not to roll back N-plan 

T he foreign minister of Pakistan, Sardar Assef Aht^ 
All, has ruled out the rolling-back of his country's 
nuclear programme under American pressure. He further 
added that Islamabad wilt not sign the nuclear non¬ 
proliferation treaty unilaterally. 

Earlier USA had offered to deliver 38 F-16 fighter 
aircraft to Pakistan if it agreed to roll-back its nuclear 
programme. Pakistan has already paid $ 658 million for 
the aircraft. The delivery of the consignment was stalled 
because under the Pressler amendment the US President 
is required to certify that Pakistan does not possess 
nuclear weapons, for Pakistan to become eligible for US 
economic and military aid. 

Mr Ali said that Pakistan would not cap its nuclear 
programme just for the sake of getting a few F-16s 

China forces a watered down stand on 
North Korea 

O N March 31,1994, China forced the Security Council 
to abandon its attempt to adq>t a resolution on NorBi 
Korea and instead issue a muted statement asking it to 
allow unhindered inspection of its facilities. 

The Council did not even make an implied threat of 
further action, as the resolution had envisaged, and set no 
deadline for North Korea to comply its demand. 

Responding to the resolution, the North Korean 
envoy, Mr Pak Gil Yon, said that the statement would not 
help at all in the solution of the nuclear issue. "We have 
nothing more to show to the IAEA inspectors, at this 
stage", he said. 

North Korea had earlier prevented a team from the 
IAEA from carrying out a full inspection. Since North 
Korea is a signatory to the NPT, it is bound by it to allow 
its nuclear sites to be inspected. 

It is suspected that North Korea is diverting nuclear 
materials for a clandestine weapons programme. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Amnesty flays Pakistan 

I N a recent report Amnesty International has indicted 
the Pakistan government for serious human rights 
violations like fake encounters, torture of innocent people 
and cushKlial deaths. 

The report is based on interviews with the victims, 
their relatives, human rights lawyers and reports in the 
I media in Pakistan. Acco^ing to the Amnesty report tor- 
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turc, including rape in police custody, is widespread in 
Pakistan. 

The report vilso cites instances of political parties 
iiAing torture against dissidents or political opponents 
,arid rural landlords resorting to torture of bonded 
labourers, in their private jails, with the connivance of the 
authorities. 

TREATIES 

Climate change treaty becomes law 

W ITH 50 of the 150 signing governments ratifying the 
UN framework convention on climate, signed at the 
Rio Earth Summit, the treaty has now become an interrw- 
tional law with effect from March 21,1994. The treaty is 
now binding on the ratifying parlies, which include most 
of the major emitters of greenhouse gases. 

The treaty commits developed countries to take 
measures to return their carbon dioxide and other green¬ 
house gases' emissions to 1990 Ie\'cls by 2000 AD. TheJr 
other commitments include protecting and enhaiKing 
greenhouse gas 'sinks' and 'reservoirs' (such as forests 
that absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere) and 
providing financial and teclinological resources. 

Developing countries are not required to limit emis¬ 
sions. However, they have accepted commitments to 
draw up ‘inventories' of sources and quantities of their 
greenhouse gas emissions, carry out national prtJgram- 
mes for mitigating the climatic change and adapting to it 
effects, strengthen scientific and technical research ac¬ 
tivities and promote education and public awareness 
programmes about the climatic change. 

MEXICO 

Assassination of presidential candidate 

UlS Donaldo Colosio, pn'sidential candidate of the 
ruling Pri party and the man who had been widely 
expected to be the next leader of Mexico, was assassinated 
on March 23,1994. 

Colosio, 44, was .shot in the head and the abdomen as 
he mingled with supporters, after finishing a campaign 
speech in a poor area of Ttijuana. 

TERRORISM 

Afghan resistance turns into militancy 

A ccording to reports in us and Pakistani 
newspapers, what began as a resistance to the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, has turned into militant 
fundamentalism, threatening the political stability in 
Muslim and non-Muslim countries. Different militant 
groups, cradled in Pakistan during the Afghan resistance 
in the 1980s, have now spread out to many countries. 

Although Pakistan lights shy of admitting, even its 
political instability for Ihc past five years can be ascribed 
to these fundamentalist forces. Jt has been bccau.se of these 
forces, directly or indirectly, that Pakistan saw five' 
governments change in these many years. Fundamen¬ 


talists are basically against the parliamentary democracy, 
as practised in Pakistan. 

USA, wluch encouraged the militant fundamentalism 
during the Afghan war, also bad a. bitter taste of it The 
World Trade Centre in New York was bombed by 
militants trained in Pakistan. A fundamentalist Muslim 
group, known as "Al-Fuqra" and founded by a Pakistani, 
is suspected to be behind many murders in the past ten 
years in the USA. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Troops take over Bophuthatswana 

O N March 12,1994, South Africa's military took control 
of the nominally independent homeland of 
Bophuthatswana. The authorities said that the army will 
stay until there was free political activity. 

The action was taken after the multi-party Transition¬ 
al Executive Council (TEC), overseeing the run-up to 
South Africa's first all-race elections in April, decided to 
depose the homeland leader, Mr Luces Mangopc. 

Following a mass uprising on March 11, 71-year-old 
Mangope had agreed to take part in the April 26-28 elec¬ 
tions but had refused a key demand to guarantee free 
political activity in the homeland. This prompted Presi¬ 
dent F. W. De Klerk lo .send in the army and take control of 
the homeland. 

Bophuthatswana was created as an independent 
homeland under apartheid in 1977. It has been ruled since 
then by Mr Mangopc. 

EUROPEAN UNION 

Britain, Spain reject new voting rules 

B ritain and Spain have refused to accept changes in 
the voting rules of the European Union. The dispute 
threatens to disrupt the admission of Austria, Finland and 
Sweden and possibly Norwiiy, in the Union in 1995. 

Currently voting in ministerial meeting i:: done by the 
size of a country. Germany, France, Britain and Italy get 10 
votes each out of a total 75. Spain gets 8, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Greece and Portugal 5 each, Denmark and 
Ireland 3 each and Luxembourg 2. 

Britain and Spain want to keep rules allowing two 
large nations and one small the power to veto decisions by 
mustering 23 votes. Others want to streamline decision 
making by raising the "blocking minority" to 27, when the 
new countries join. 

50TH MINISTERIAL 
SESSION OF ESCAP 

T HE 50th Ministerial sessiem of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) was 
held in New Delhi in first week of April, 1994. 

The Erst day was marked by India taking up cudgels 
against neo-protectionism. In his inaugural address. 
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Prune Minister P.V, Narasimha Rao asked member-na- 
titms to oppose moves, by some countries, to put social 
and environmental concerns on the trade agenda. Their 
moves will nullify the comparative advantage of the 
developing nations, he said. 

India's stand on the issue found support from the 
executive secretary of liSCAP, Mr Kafeeuddin Ahmed, 
when, during the first session of the meet, he called upon 
the mcmber*countries to guard against the new form of 
protectionism. 

Hong Kong, llangladcsh and Malaysia also displayed 
.solidarity with India. 

Among other things discussed were the ways to 
maintain the momentum of continuing economic growth 
in the region as well as to spread it to region's 13 least 
developed countries. 

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (formerly known as the Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East) is the regional arm of the UN 
and was founded in Shanghai in 1947, originally to assist 
in the reamstruction efforts (»f countries devastated by 
war. The orientation of the organisation, however, was 
soon changed to development. In 1949, its headquarter 
was moved to Bangkok. The name "ESCAPE" w«rs 
changed to 'ESCAP', in 1974, to highlight the respon¬ 
sibilities of the organisation in the field of social develop¬ 
ment, as well as to reflect the broader gcographiati scope 
of its activities. 

Today ESCAP comprises of 48 members and 10 as¬ 
sociate members. The membership alsi'v includtis 5 non- 
regional countries (France, Netherlands, Kus.sia, UK and 
USA). The ESCA P region contains some 58 per cent of the 
world population living on approximately one quarter of 
the total world land. 

The theme topic of the 50th Annual Session at Delhi 
was "Infrastructure as key to economic growth and 
regional economic cooperation". 

IRELAND 

IRA's first truce in two decades 

O N April 6, 1994 Irish Republican Army (IRA), a ter¬ 
rorist group fighting for independence of Northern 
Ireland from Britain, laid down its arms for the first sig- 
hificant ceasefire in two decades. The move was termed as 
a trick by Britain. The guerrillas hinted that the three-day 
truce could become open-ended if the British government 
agreed to talk to their political wing, Sinn Fein, 

Britain, backed by the Irish Republic, refused and 
stuck by the offer it made in December, 1993, in a Joint 
Anglo-Irish declaration, to talk to Sinn Fein only after the 
IRA halts its campaign for good. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ATO: Air Taxi Operators. 

IBPI: Indo-British Partnership 
Initiative. 

AVIATION 

India's first multi-role aircraft 
NDIA'S first low speed and 
privately-produced multi-role 
aircraft. Observer, will be ready for 
sale soon. 

The sbc-seater aircraft has been 
manufactured by Taneja Aerospace 
and Aviation Limited (TAAL), in col¬ 
laboration with Partenavia of Italy. 
The maiden flight was undertaken on 
March 21,1994, at Bangalore, mark¬ 
ing another milestone in India's civil 
aviation history. 

Observer, which is an adoption of 
successful P68 .series aircraft, is 
designed to provide an alternate and 
more economic solution in the field 
where helicopters have been opera¬ 
tive till date. 

Observer is a 4-cyIinder fuel-in¬ 
jected 200 HP machine. It has the 
capacity to carry maximum take-off 
weight of 2084 kg, with a cruising 
speed of 307 km ph. It can attain a 
service height of 20,000 feet and can 
also fly as low as 150 feet. In an emer¬ 
gency it can fly non-stop for 2,400 
kms. 

Bangalore-based Taneja Aero¬ 
space has its factory located at Hosur 
in Tamil Nadu. The Rs 20 crore ven¬ 
ture has an installed capacity of 24 
aircraft. 

AWARDS 

Kabir Samman, 92-93 

HE noted Oriya poet, Mr 
Kamakant Rath, has been chosen 
for the 1992-93 Kabir Samman for ex¬ 
cellence, outstanding creativity and 
dedication in tlie field of poetry. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh 
and carries a cash prize of Rs one lakh 


and a citation. 

Vyas Samman, 1993 

MINENT Hindi litterateur, Mr 
Girija Kumar Mathur, has been 
fHKlhumously conferred the pres¬ 
tigious Vyas Samman award for his 
anthology of poems titled Main Waqt 
Ke Hoon Samne. 

The award ha.s been instituted by 
the K.K. Birla Foundation and com¬ 
prises of a cash prize worth Rs 1.5 
lakh, a shawl and a citation. 

}eevan Raksha Padak 

HE President of India has 
awarded the Sarvotlam [ecxKm Rak- 
sha Padak (medal) to two, Uttam 
jeemn Raksha Padak to three and 
jeevan Raksha Padak to 65 people for 
their acts of conspicuous courage, 
foresight and concern for human 
lives. 

The Sarvoltam Jeevan Raksha 
Padak has been awarded, Posthu¬ 
mously, to master P.S. Anurag 
Murthy of Secunderabad and 
Second Lieutenant Sanjay Gupta 
of Shimla. 

The Uttam Jeemn Raksha Padak 
has been awarded, posthumously, to 
Mr Ramesh Kumar of Haryana, Ms T. 
Leela of Kerala and Mr Vijay Kumar 
Bhardwaj of Assam. 

Oscar awards, 1994 

Best Picture: Schindler's List, 
directed by Steven Spielberg. 

Best Actor: Tom Hanks for his 
role, of a lawyer fighting a dis¬ 
crimination while dying of Aids, in 
the movie 'Philadelphia'. 

Best Actress: Holly Hunter, for 
her role of the mute mail-order bride, 
in the movie 'The Piano'. 

Best Director: Steven Spielberg 
for 'Schindler's List'. 

BOOKS 

'Main Waqt Ke Hoon Samne' 

HIS book has been written by Mr 
Girija Kumar Mathur, winner of 


the third Vyas Samman award. The 
work is a culmination of his long 
creative innings with poetry, stretch¬ 
ing over five decades. 

Rooted in Indian philosophy, 
these poems make the reader aware 
of the modernistic and creative cur¬ 
rents inherent in tradition. 

DISCOVERY 

Oldest ever 'signboard' excavated 
at Harappan site 

HE Archaeological Survey of 
India has excavated what could 
be the oldest signboard in the world; 
an inscription of 10 signs of the 
Harappan script. It was excavated 
from Dholavira (Gujarat) recently. 

Before this significant discovery, 
ai-chaoologists had found Harappan 
.script on seals, bangles and other 
small objc'Cts. 

But in Dholavira, the script com- 
prkscs letters which are about .37 cm 
in height and 2.'' to 27 cm in width. 
The faint traces available on the 
upper side ol the in.seription indicate, 
that these characters had been 
engraved ori a wooden board. 

Besides these large-.sized signs, it 
was for the first time that complete 
foot print of the Harappan man was 
traced in the country. Another impor¬ 
tant contribution of Dholavira ex¬ 
cavations is in the area of aesthetic 
architecture, where beautifully 
carved and polished pillars have 
been traced. 

The discovery of such pillars in 
Mohenjodaro and Harappa had 
given rise to many fanciful and con¬ 
flicting theories with regard to their 
use in these areas. Some scholars 
claimed they were yoni stone and 
were being used for protecting sacred 
saplings, while others thought they 
were astronomical instruments or 
anchor stones. Dholavira evidence 
has now put all controversies at rest, 
as these have been found as decora¬ 
tive elements in majestic structures. 
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Dholavira, a small sleepy village 
ensconced at a corner of an isolated 
island of Khadir in the Great Rann of 
Kutch in Gujarat, is now one amongst 
five largest urban centres of the 
Harappan civilization. 

PERSONS 

Kasturirangan, Dr Krishnaswamy 
R Krishiraswamy Kasturirangan 
is the new Chairman of the In¬ 
dian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). 

He was born in 1940 at Er- 
nakulam. A soft-spoken and brilliant 
aerospace scientist, he obtained his 
doctorate degree in experimental 
high energy astronomy in 1971, from 
the Gujarat University. 

Me joined the ISRO Satellite 
Centre in 1971. During his associa¬ 
tion with ISRO he has held several 
important positions in satellite 
p'-ogrammes, starting from the first 
Indian .satellite, An/abliattii. 

Roerich, Devika Rani 

M.S Devika Rani Roerich, the first 
lady of the Indian cinema and the 
only link with the “Talkie" era, died 
on March 9,19‘>4 at the age of 86. 

She started her film career early 
in life and was a partner of the now 
defunct Bombay Tiilkies, which was 
set-up by her first husband, Mr 
Himanshu Rai. 

M.s Di'vika Rani was picked out 
by Mr ilimanshu Rai, from among 
the young ladies of the elite clas.s, as 
he considered that the presence of 
such actres.ses, in filmdom, would 
lend respectability to it. 

She was born on March 30,1908, 
in Waltair, to Col M.N. Choudhri, the 
first Surgeon-General of Madras, and 
Leela Choudhri. She was educated in 
England. While at school, .she 
received a scholarship from I he Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts and the 
iRoyal Academy of Music, to study 
acting and music. She specialised in 
textile designing and also studied ar¬ 
chitecture. 

She met I limanshu Rai when she 
was studying architecture, Rai's first 
talkie Kama was also Devika Rani's 
first Him. Although she made a last¬ 
ing impression in the minds of cine- 


goers, she acted in only 17 films in her 
illustrious career. Some of her classics 
were Acliyut Konya, fanma Bhoomi and 
Bandhan. Her role in Achyut Konya, 
which heralded a very high social 
reform intent in dnema, will always 
be remembered. 

After the death of her first hus¬ 
band, Mr Himanshu Rai, she gave up 
acting and associated herself with the 
production of films. Well-known 
movies like Punannilan, Kangan and 
Bfutbht were produced by her. 

Ms Devika Rani married the 
well-known Russian artist. Dr 
Svetoslav Roerich, in 1945. With him 
she started the Karnataka Chitrakala 
Parishad, w'hich today has become an 
institution of repute, in the field of 
art. 

She was the recipient of the first 
Dada Saheb Phalkc award. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

India poised to become a major 
space power 

CCORDING to .the annual report 
of the Department of Science, 
India will become a major space 
power by the turn of the century and 
is set to compete commercially in the 
international space market. 

According to the report, the 
country is on the threshold of achiev¬ 
ing self-reliance in the launch vehicle 
technology. In the process, a,strong 
technical manpower base has been 
created and research and develop¬ 
ment infrastructure built up. 

The close partnership of the 
space industry, with the public and 
private and joint sectors, has enabled 
the Indian industry to meet the 
production demands for space 
products and .services, in a timely 
and cost-effective way. 

The report says that during the 
last decade, the country's space 
programme had made an enviable 
progress and transitioned from the 
experimental to the operational 
phase. Indigenous space segment for 
communication, television, meteorol¬ 
ogy, disaster warning and natural 
resources management has been es¬ 
tablished throu^ the TNSAT (Indian 
National Satellite) and IRS (Indian 
Remote Scn.sing Satellite). 




Further progress has been made 
in the development of the second 
generation satellites in the IRS series. 
IRS-IC and IRS-ID will have better 
spatial and spectral resolutions, 
stereo viewing and on board record¬ 
ing fadlity. I^IC is scheduled for 
launch during 1994-95 and IRS-lD 
during 1996-97. 

Giving details of the future plans, 
the report has indicated that three 
more satellites in the 1NSAT-2B 
series, namely INSAT-2C, 2D and 2E, 
with the first two incorporating "KU 
band transponders" in place of tiie 
meteorological payload, are now 
under fabrication. INSAT-2C is 
scheduled for launch in mid'1995 
andlNSAT-2Dinl9%. 

First GSLV flight in 1996 : 
Fabrication of all three stages of the 
Geosynchronous Satellite l.aunch 
Vehicle (GSLV) has begun and the 
first GSLV flight is slated for 1996. 

The basic design of the cryo-en- 
gine has been completed and the In¬ 
dian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has already selected in¬ 
dustries, in the private and public 
sector, that will fabricate the cryo-en- 
gine. 

Scientists have also conducted 
wind tunnel studies, on the GSLV, to 
study its response to varying wind 
conditions. A liquid hydrogen plant 
has been commissioned at the liquid 
propulsion systems centre in 
Mahcndragiri. 

The GSLV is intended to be 
India's most pow'erful rocket, 
designed to help carry a 2500 kg 
INSAT-dass satellite into a 36,000-km 
orbit. It will be the first indigenous 
rocket to be powered by liquid 
hydrogen and oxygen. 

Space programme to receive 
boost in 1994: The Indian space 
programme is expected to receive an 
impetus in 1994, with the launch of 
the second flight of Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), the fourth 
flight of Augmented Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (ASLV) and the TRS-IC 
remote sensing satellite. 

The second developmental 
launch of PSLV-D2 is planned for end 
1994, after incorporating all 
modifications suggested by the 
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failuil an|it 3 f 9 is committee, which in- 
quii^ int 9 -the failure of the first 
launch‘ofPSLV-Dl. 

The committee concluded that 
the fadure was due to software error 
in the pitch control loop of the 
guidance and control processor. The 
280 tonne, 44 metre tall PSLV is 
designed to launch 1,000 kg class 
remote sensing payload into 900 km 
oihit. 

The fourth developmental flight 
of ASLV-D4, with SROSS-C2 satellite, 
will be launched during ttte first half 
of 1W4. A number of improvements 
have been incorporated in the 
vehicle. 

Most of the sub-systems for 
A5U^D4 hmre been completed and 
the Allele integration is in progress. 
ASLV4s i 41.7 tonne, 23.8 metre tall 
launch vehicle, capable of placing 
100-150 kg class satellites into low 
earth orbit 

Ariitespice to launch two Indian 

multi-purpose com- 
X ntlMaion satellites, 1NSAT-2C 
and ]]'iSAT-2D, being built by the In¬ 
dian %>ace Research Organisation 
(ISRO), will be launched by the 
French space agency, Arianespace, 
during the second half of 1995 and 
1996, respectively. An agreement to 
this effect was signed by the Depart¬ 
ment of Space, with Arianespace, in 
Paris on March 9,1994. 

The second generation INSAT- 
2C and INSAT-2D are the third and 
fourth satellites of the INSAT-2 serie.s 
being built by ISRO. They are ex¬ 
pected to add subsequently to the 
capacity available for communica¬ 
tions. 

The two satellites will carry KU 
band transponders, in addition to the 
C-band, S-band and extended C- 
band transponders. With increased 
power levels, the C-band 
transponders will enhance television 
coverage capabilities and extend 
rem e^ area communication services. 

a|lerationalisation of these 
twoMleUiteS wil I facilitate the setting 
up oC^obile satellite conununication 
services, for the first time in the 
country. 


MISCELLANY 

Rajiv Gandhi computer vanity 
okayed 

HE Government of India has 
cleared a proposal to set up the 
Rajiv Gandhi National University of 
Computer Sciences, India's first 
university in private sector. 

The university, proposed by the 
Indian Non-Resident Association of 
Chicago, would exclusively impart 
computer education in the counti^. It 
is modelled principally on the 
University of California and the Car¬ 
negie Melon University of USA for i ts 
basic concepts, objectives and func¬ 
tions. 

The university, wliich will have 
its headquarter at Hyderabad, is en¬ 
visaged to have an institute offering 
certificates, diplomas and post 
diploma courses, a college offering 
degree, post-graduate degrees and a 
software development centre to 
develop software packages. 

It is being set up -on the pattern of 
a central university, but the only dif¬ 
ference is that it will not receive any 
funding from the Government. The 
NRl association has agreed to pa>- 
vide to the university $ 15 million by 
way of financial, infrastructural and 
material assistance. 

Floating bookshop to spread 
goodwill 

.V. Doulos, the world's oldest 
passenger liner, which once 
transported onions between New 
York and Texas, has transformed into 
a floating bookshop with an entirely 
different mis.sion of spreading goixi- 
will among people. 

Owned by a Germany-based in¬ 
ternational charily tru.st, the vessel, 
whose career a.s a passenger liner 
dates back to the late fortie.s, is 
described as a floating "United 
Nations" and enjoys a place in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. 

What makes the ship unique is 
that its officers, crew members and 
staff are all volunteers from 35 dif¬ 
ferent nations. At present, there are 
300 people on-board, some with their 
families and children. 

The floating book fair carries 


more than half a million books and 
4,000 titles in different languages. 
The vast range of subjects includes 
science, medidne, arts, cooking and a 
large section on children bool^ 

The turnover from book sale is 
nearly a million per year and the 
crew members make it a point to 
stock books in the langua(^ of the 
nation where it berths. 

Doulos had recently berthed at 
the Cochin port Since 1978, about 
10.5 million people have visited the 
ship and the Doulos has visited 250 
ports in 61 different countries in 
South America, Europe, Africa, India, 
South East Asia, Australia and the 
Pacific. 

The Guinness Book of World 
Records has recognisi'd the ship as 
the world's oldest ocean going pa.s- 
senger liner, still in service at the age 
of 80. 

Plastics and Farming 

LASTICULTURE, or the use of 
plastics, may soon revolutionise 
the agricultural scenario in India, 
with its scope for extensive use, from 
.soil mulching and irrigation to pack¬ 
aging material. 

Innovative and appropriate use 
of plasticulture assumes great sig¬ 
nificance at this critical juncture, 
when productivity of certain crops in 
the country has started decreasing 
because of inherent technological 
constraints. 

Plastics can be used in a number 
of places, like lining of canals with 
plastic film, and pla.stic pipes to bring 
in water, considerably reducing 
.seepage los.s. Its use in packing fresh 
fruits and vegetables could minimise 
spoilage during long distance 
transportation. 

A recent innovation in u.so of 
plastic in farming has been as mulch, 
a well proven technique of covering 
tilled soil. Plastics have soil barrier 
prof:N 2 rtie$ and can help in maintain¬ 
ing favourable conditions of plant 
grow th by restoring soil tempt'rature, 
minimising water lo.ss by evapora¬ 
tion, transpt»rtation and leaching and 
suppressing weed growth. 
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SPORTS 


BODY 

BUILDING 

'Mr India'title 

PARSAD Kumar of Services 
retained the 'Mr India' title in the 
33rd Senior National and 4th Inter- 
State Body Building Championships 
held at Jalandhar. 

CRICKET 

New Zealand-India One-off Test 
series 

THR one-off Test between New 
Zealand and India ended in a draw. 
The match was played at 1 lamilton. 

New Zealand-India one-day series 

THR four-match series ended in a 
2-2 draw. While India lo.st the first 
match by 29 runs, it won the second 
match by seven wickete and the 
third match by 12 runs. The fourth 
match was won by New Zealand 
by six wickets. 

The highlight of the series was 
82 runs in 49 balls, scored by Sachin 
Tendulkar in the second match 
played at Auckland. 

New Zealand-Pakistan one-day 
series 

Pakistan clinched the five-match 
series 3-1. The fourth match ended 
in a tie. It was New Zealand's first 
international one-day tie, but the 
fourth for Pakistan. 

South Africa-Australia Test series 
, The tfitee-Test series ended in a 
,1-1 tie. While South Africa had won 
the first Test, Australia took the 
second Test, played at Cape Town. 
The third Test, played at Dutban, 
ended in a draw. 

West Indies-England Test series 

West indies bowled out England 
for 46, in their second innings, to 


win the third Test match, played 
at Port-of-Spain, by 147 runs. 
England, thus, recorded the 14th 
lowest Test score of all time. They 
just managed to pass their lowest- 
ever Test score of 45, made against 
Australia in 1886-87. 

Ranji Trophy 

Bombay were crowned the na¬ 
tional cricket champions for the 31st 
time when they defeated West Ben¬ 
gal by 8 wickets, to win the Ranji 
Trophy. 

Nayan Mongia equalls world 
record 

With 5 dismissals (three catches 
and two stumpings) in second one- 
day match against New Zealand, 
played at Auckland, Nayan Mongia 
equalled the world record of most 
dismissals in an innings in one-day 
internationals. 

Mongia is now the fourth In¬ 
dian wicket-keeper and the seventh 
in the world to effect five dismissals 
in an innings. The other three In¬ 
dians are S.M.H. Kirmani, S. Vis- 
wanath and Kiran More. 

Azhar stays skipper 

Mohammed Azharuddin has 
been retained as the captain of the 
Indian teant for the six-nalion 
Australiasia Cup at Sharjah. 

HOCKEY 

57th National Championship 

Indian Airlines defeated Bombay 
in a tie-breaker to become national 
champions. The championship was 
held at Bombay. 

Champions trophy 
Pakistan defeated Germany to 
lift the 16th Champions trophy of 
the world Hockey tournament, 
played at Lahore, Pakistan. 


TABLE TENNIS 

European Championship 

BELGIUM'S Jean-Michel Saive took 
the men'.s title and Sweden's Marie 
Svennson took the women's title. 
The championship was held at Bir¬ 
mingham, England. 

TENNIS 

Salem Open 

World number one Pete Sampras 
defeated Lionet Roux of France to 
win the title. 

Davis Cup world group match 
(India vs USA) 

USA made a clean .sweep to defeat 
India 5-0 in the Davis Cup world 
group lie, held in New’ Delhi. USA 
now meets Netherlands in the 
second round. This was the sixth 
consecutive time that USA defeated 
India in IXivis Cup meetings. 

Women to play five sets too 

The women's final at tht? 1995 
Australian open will be played over 
the best-of-fivc sets. The Au.stralian 
open is the first of Uic four grand 
slam tournaments lo introduce the 
format for women's final. 

VOLLEYBALL 

16th Federation Cup 

Southern Railway lifted the 
men's title while Indian Railways 
retained the women's title. 

WRESTLING 

29th National championship 

Railways emerged champions for 
the seventh successive time. The 
championship was held at Arab in 
Bihar. 
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Appointid; Elected Etc 

Edmrdo frtu He has been elected as 
the President of Qiile. 

Mirko Marjanovk: tfe has beat elect¬ 
ed as Prime Minister of Republic of 
Serbia. 

Ceser Gaviria; President of Colombia, 
he has been elected as the Secretary- 
General of the Organisation of American 
States (OAS). 

'Dr Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan: He 
has been appointed as the Chairman of 
the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). 

Vichhtti Vannasin: He is the new 
Ambassador of Tluiland to India. 

M.X. Rao: He has been appointed as 
the Chairman of the Railway Bc^. 

Prof Rajendra Singh: He has been 
appointed as the head of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RS6). 

Justice (Retd) S.R. Pandian: He is to 
head the fifth pay commission. 

Resigned 

Morihiro Hosokam: Prime Minister of 
Japan. 

Bhanu Prakash Singh: Governor of 
Goa. Kerala's Governor, Mr B. Rachaiah 


has been appointed caretaker Governor of 
Goa. 

X.C. Lenka: Union Minister of State 
for Railways. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Maumoon Abdul Gayoom: President of 
Maldives. 

Alain Juppe: Foreign Minister of 
France. 

Dr Gunter Rexrodt: German Federal 
Minister of Economics. 

Roberto Robiana: Foreign Minister of 
Cuba. 

Alexander Yordanov: Chairman of the 
National Assmbly of Bulgaria. 

Strobe Talbott: US Deputy Secretary of 
State. 

Robin Raphcl: US A.ssistant Secretary 
of State. 

Died 

Devika Rani Roerich: First lady of the 
Indian Qnema. She was also the first win¬ 
ner of the Dada Saheb Phaike award. She 
was 86. 

Rajeswara Rao: Veteran Communist 
leader and the former General-Secretary 
of the Communist Party of India. He was 
80. 


army officers and jawans are killed in 
a massive explosion at the Field 
Ordnance Depot at Srinagar. 

APRIL 

1— Five ministers resign from the Goa 
ministry. 

2— Chief Minister of Goa, Mr Wilfred 
D'Souza, is dismissed by the Goa 
Governor, Mr Bhanu Prakash Singh. 
Mr Ravi Naik is installed as the new 
Chief Minister. 

3— Goa's Governor, Mr Bhanu Prakash 
Singh is asked to resign by the 
President, following his controversial 
decision to sack Mr Wilfred D'Souza 
as Chief Minister of Goa. 

8—Mr Wilfred D|Souza is re-installed as 
the Chief Minister of Goa. 

—Japanese Prime Minister, Mr Morihiro 
Hosokawa, resigns, following charges 
of dubious personal financial deals, 
which he was unable to explain. 

—Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi 
are killed in rocket attack on their 
plane, by the nbels. Rwandan capital 
Kigali is rcK:ked by several explosions. 

—Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, of 
Pakistan, rules out unilateral capping 
of its nuclear programme. 

10—66 people arc feared drowned as a 
tractor-trailer tails into canal near 
Pathankot in Punjab. 

—USA and Pakistan agree to capping 
ballistic missiles in South Asia. 


EVENTS 


MARCH 

11—A nine-judge Constitution Bench of 
the Supreme Court, headed by Justice 
R. Pandian, upholds the validity of 
the proclamation of President's rule in 
BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, in wake of the 
Ayodhya incident, in December 1992. 

13—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
arrives in Britain on a four-day official 
tour. 

17— Violent Jharkhand agitators blow up 
railway tracks as their 48-hour bandh 
enters die second day. 

18— Former Speaker of Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly and 
prominent National Conference 
Leader, Mr Wali Mohammed Ittoo, is 
shot dead by terrorists in Jammu. 

21—India once again offers to resume 


bilateral talks with Pakistan. 

23— 75 people are killed in a Aeroflot A- 
310 airbus crash in Southern Siberia. 
The flight was going to Moscow from 
Hong Kong. 

24— Peaceful polling is held in the elec¬ 
tions to the Southern Provincial 
Council in Sri I,anka. 

26—More than 42 people are killed as tor¬ 
nado hits Piedmont in Albana State of 
USA. 

—The Union Minister of State for Home, 
Mr Rajesh Pilot, escapes unhurt in an 
attack by militants in Srinagar. 

9—Media Mogul Silvio Berlusconi and 
his neo-fascist and federalist allies 
win a stunning victory in Italy's Sec¬ 
tions. 

—Maj General E.W. Fernandes, director 
general of Military intelligence, and 12 


I 


MILESTONES 

Niraiala Samant: She is the first 
woman Mayor of Bombay. She was the 
Confess candidate. 

P.G.S. Mony; A well-known 
nuclear scientist, he has been selected fur 
the prestigious French Republic award 
of Chevalier (Knight) in the Ordre 
Natkmal du Merite (meritoious order of 
the nation). This decoration is normally 
be^owed upon French citizens. 

Ms hfayiwati: General Secretary of 
die Bahujan Samai Party, who has been, 
in the news leoHitfy fur her cbject^ 
remarks on Mahatama Gandhi. 9ie waij 
recently dected to Rajya Sabha from 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Tenzin ChentK; lO-year-old 
Tibetan Jbpy who has beoi "cbronatiKl" 
as dw 17m Karmic-head of die Rumtdc 
monastery in SSdum. He succeeded late 
KarmapaRahgjung Riepai Dmrje, who 
bufit die Rumtde muna^y ^er he Bed 
firom Cldnese annexed Tibn, in 19S9. 
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GENERAL STUDIES 


IAS. Prelims General 
Studies Paper—1993 


1. If ABRA-CADADRA is )Z9.1-3,1,4,1,2,9,1, HOCUS- 
POCUS will be 

(a) 5.6;3,7,8-0,63,7,8 

(b) 8,16,531,19-16.15,5,21,19 

(c) 8,163,21,19-15,16,531,19 

(«0 5,6,3,7,8-6,53,8,7 

2. Four persons Alok, Bhupcsh, Chandu and Dinesh have 
a total of Rs 100 among toemselves. Alok and Bhupcsh between 
them ha VC as much money as Chandu and Dinesh between them 
but Alok has more money than Bhupcsh, and Chandu has only 
half the money that Dinesh has. Alok has in fact Rs 5 mon? than 
Dinesh. Who has flie most money? 

(fl) Alok (/)) Bhupcsh 

(c) Chandu Id) Dinesh 

3. Given below is the performance of two learners A and B: 



"A 


of these perpmdicutars is 24 an. If the length of the rectangle is 
3 times the width, the perimeter of the rectangle will be: 

(a) 36 cm (b) 42 cm (c) 24 cm (d) 48 cm 

7. In a group of six women there are four dancers, four 
vocal musicians, one actress and three violinists. Girija and 
Vanaja are among the violinists while Jalaja and Shailaja do not 
know how to play on the violin. Shailaja and Tanuja are amcmg 
the dancers. Jalaja, Vanaja, Sitailaia and Tanuja are all vocal 
musicians and two of thian arc also violiirists. If Pooja is an 
actress who among the following is both a dancer and a violinist? 

la) Jalaja (b) Shailaja 

(c) Tanuja (d) Poc^ 

8. If you are the ninth perstm in the queue starting from 
cither end the number of persoas in the queue i.s: 

(a) 10 (li) 15 If) 17 (d) 19 

9. A father is now ttirec times as old as his son. Five years 

back, he was four times as old as his s«m. Tlic age of the son is¬ 
le) 12 (h) 15 (CJ 18 (cl) 20 

10. If the product of two numbers is 320 and their ratio is 
1 ; 5, wl\at is the difference between the squares of these two 
numbers? 

(0) 1024 (b) 13.56 (c) 1536 (d) 1635 


Which one of the following can be deduced fnmi the graph? 

(a) The leaniing task was diffiailt 

(b) The leamurg task was easy 

(c) B learned faster than A tlmuighotit the task 

(d) A leanted fa.ster than B throughout tlw task 

4. Consider tlw Venn diagram given below: 



Tire numbers in the Venn diagram are persons reading tlie 
new^apers indicated. The diamam is drawn after sun’eying 50 
persoiis. In a pcqmlaBon of 10,000 how many can be expected to 
read at least two newspapers? 

Choose the correct ansiver from the codes given below: 

(a) 5000 (b) 6250 (c) 6000 (d) 5400 

5. In an examination, every candidate took physics or 
mathematics or bodi. 65.8% took phpics and 59.2% took mathe¬ 
matics. The total number of candidates was 20(X'. How many 
took both mathematics and physics? 

(a) 750 (b) 700 (c) 550 (d) SX) 

6. A point is selected at random inside a rcctaiwlc and 
perpendiculars are drawn on each side from the point. The sum 



11. Four equal circles are described at the four comers of a 
square so tiiat each touches two of the otlters as .shown in tlie 
above figure. The area enclosed by the cimimferetices of the 

circles (shaded area in the figure) is 131 sq.cm. Find the radius 

22 

of tire drcles. (Assume « = ~) 

(a) 4 cm (b) 2.5 cm (c) 7.5 cm (d) 6 cm 

12. A rectangular sheet of aluminium foil measuring 5 an. 
by 10 cm is rolled into a cylinder of height 10 cm. If tire cost of 
painting tlw cylinder is Rs 2 per sq. cm, then the cost of painting 
the outer surface of the cylinder will be 

(a) Rs400 (b) Rs200 (c) Rsl50 (d) RslOO 


13. In a single throw of a pair of dice what is the probability 
o.f getting a sum of 8? 


( 0 ) 


A 

12 





14. A' lottety system has ticket numbers wito e^ht didts. 
There are ten first prizes df Rs 1.00 laMr eadr, one himm«d 
second prizes of Rs 10,000 each and one Biousand third prizes of 
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Rs 1,000 each. At the draw of lots an eight digit nvunber is 
generated 1^ choosing for each digit from left to a random 

number fo me range of 0 to 9. Any one who has a tacket with the 
first two digits (from left to ri^t) matching the chosen number 
gets a first prize, and so on. One individual puidhases a large 
number of tickets at a discounted price of Re 0.^ each. Fbr how 
much money shcHild he purchase fickets to aduevea 10% chance 
of winning a third prize? 

(a) Rs 10,000 (f>) Rs 75,000 

(c) Rs 1,00,000 (d) Rs 7,500 

15. The averi^ salary of skiil^ employees in a firm is Rs 
520 and that of the unskilled employees is Rs 420. If the average 
salary of both tlw groups of employees is Rs iiOO, then the per¬ 
centage of skilled employees in tne firm is: 

(a) 50 (b) 20 (c) 80 (d) 70 

16. Consider the following pie-charts: 


ins 1990 



The pie<harts given above depict the area under cultivation 
of different cash crops, for two years, 1985 and 1990, Which one 
of the following statements is FALSE? 

(a) bi 1985, the area und«: jute cultivation was less than 
that under rice cultivation 

(b) More land was used for growing vegetables in 1990 
than in 1985 

(c) Iiv 1990, the area under rice and wheat cultivation 

1 

taken together was less tlian - the total cultivated 
area 

(d) The percentage area under jute cultivation was less 
in lv85 than in 1990 



M |4 M 17 H 
> Year 

17. The above graph shows the annual sales of a company's 
products in millions of rupees. Study the trend and find out 
which of the following is/arc correct? 

1. A deliberate attempt has been made to distort the 

figures in one year. 

2. Someone is interested in misleading tiie manage¬ 

ment. 

3. The kink in the graph is unexplained. 

Choose the crrrrect answer from the codes given below: 

Codrs; 

(a) lonly (b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only (d) 1 ana 3 

18. The following table shows foe percental change in foe 
assumption of electricity by five towns P, Q, R, S and T from 
1989 to 1991 


Town 

Per cent change 

From 1989 to 1990 From 1990 to 1991 

P 

+8 

-18 

Q 

-15 

+11 

R 

+6 

+9 

S 

-7 

-5 

T 

+13 

*6 


What was foe percentage by whid\ the total amsumptiorr of 
electricity by foe five cities changed between 1989 and 1^1 ? 

(a) -4 (b) -4.45 (c) 4 

(d) Data given is insufficient to answer 

19. Coasider the charts given below: 


. * *''*** 

' * ^ 

y 

< » ■ a w > ^ » <■ w & 

rowfAieti 

_ y'l« I'MmnV < 

V V ■' 

I I M « M ' I ■ <« li 
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The given dwts depict the price variation in a .slixk market 
during a year. Movement (d industry-wise average pria* is 
plotted for the sectors of iron and steel and petro-products. Price 
movements of four companies A, B (iron and steel), C and I) 
^tro-products) arc also plotted. From the curves a significant 
feature that can be deduct is: 

(fl) Company C made a large profit around June 

(b) All share pria*s will increase steadily in the next 
year 

(c) Company B seems to be performing betta Ilian the 
mariret avwage 

(d) Petro-products are perfonning better than iron and 
steel 

20. The monthly incomes of Peter and Paul are in the ratio 
of 4:3. Their expenses are in the ratio of 3; 2. If each saves ILs MX) 
at the card of foe month, their monthly incomes respectively «ire 
(in nipiKs) 

' (fl) 32lX)and24(X) (b) 2800 and 21(H) 

(c) 2400 and 18(H) (d) 2(HH) and 1500 

21. According to foe ancient Indian geographical concept 
'Bharatavarsha' was a part of 

(fl) Pushkaradweepa (b) Jambiidwecpa 

(c) Kraunchadweepa {d) Kustiadweepa 

22. Even though Pluto is usually foe farthest planet its path 
is highly elliptical, crossing inside thepafo of some other planet. 
As a result, fc>r a period of twenty years from 1979 foe farthest 
planet is not Pluto but 

(fl) Jupiter (fr) .Saturn 

(c) Uranus (d) Neptune 

23. The cmly instance when the President of India exercised 
his power of veto related to 

(fl) foe Hindu Code Bill 

lb) The PEPSU Appropriation Bill 

(c) the Indian Post Office (Amendment) Bill 

(d) foe Dowry Prefoibition Bill 
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24. Consider the map given bdow; 




The auHitries marked 1,2,3 and 4 in the map respectively 
ri^resenl 

(«> Libya, Somalia, Nigeria and Namibia 
{h) Egypt, Somalia, Congo and Namibia 
(t) Sudan, Ethiopia, Angola and Botswana 
(d) Algeria, Kenya, Ghana and Zambia 

25. 'The Lifeline Express'is 

ia) the world's first hospital on rails operating in India 
{/>) an instninu'nt used for watching tlie fluctuations in 
the blcMKl pressure of a patient under genera! anaes¬ 
thesia 

(c) a de-addiction programme to save drug addicts 

[d) a popular health magazine foimded by Ramnath 
C(K>nka 

26. The Chief Minister of a State in India is NOT eligible to 
vole in the Presidential election if 

(a) he hinist4f is a candidate 

(/>) he is yt*t to prove his majority on the floor of the 
Lower House of the State legislature 
(i) he is a member of flu* Upper House of the State 
legislature 

(d) he IS a caretaker Chief Mijtisler 

27. Among the four l«>ose types shown below, which one 
represents the house type of the f^giuies? 


{ lublished in 1991 and exten^vely reviewed in newspapers in 
ndia is dte biography of: 

(a) Vikram Sarabhai [b) HomlBhabha 
(c) Sir C.V. Raman (d) Srinivisa Ramanujan 

31. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 
Countrici Purpose for which the 

U.N. Peace Keeping Force 
is maintained 

(a) Lebanon : For supervising a 1992 

accord 

(b) El Salvador ; To deUver humanitarian aid 

(c) Mozambique ; To supervise a referendum 

(d) Cyprus : To maintain peace between the 

two dominant ethnic grmips in 
the country 

32. In India the Public Sector is most dominant in: 

(a) steel production 

({>} organised term-lending financial institutions 

(c) transport 

(d) commercial banking 

33. The last in the succession of Jaina Urthankaras was: 

(a) Parsvanatha (b) Rishabha 

(c) Mahavira (d) Manisubrata 

34. Consider the figures of a metal ball and a meta! ring 
given below: 







28. Which one of the following types of borrowings ftom 
the IMF has the softest servicing cunditums? 

(fl) Second tranche loan (f>) SAP 

(c) ESAF (d) Oil facility 

29. The Buddhist sect Mahayana formally came into exist¬ 
ence during the reign of: 

(a) Ajatashatru (b) Ashoka 

(c) Dnarmapala (d) Kanishka 

30. The book The Man who knew Irfinity by Robert Kanigel 


The metal ball can just pass through the hole of a metal ring 
formed out of a strip. When the ball is heated it gets stuck. But 
when the metal ring is healed, 

(tf) the ball can still pass through it because the ring 
diameter expands on heating 
(f)) -the ball gets stuck because the diameter of the hole 
decreases on expansion 

(c) the ball will still pass through because the hole 
diameter docs not change 

(d) the ball will pass through because there is no change 
in the ring 

35. The abolition of the I. A5. and the I.P.S. has been recom¬ 
mended by the: 

(a) DIrebar Commission 
(f>) Kalekar Commission 

(c) Kher Commission 

(d) Rajamannar Com mission 

36. Which one of the following is the best strategy for envimn- 
mml-fricndly, sustainable development in Indian agi^ture? 

{a) Expansion of cultivable land, increased use of su¬ 
perphosphate, urea and effective biocides 
(fl) Wider Popularization of high-yielding crop 
varieties, better and more frequent irrigation and 
increased frequency of aerial ^rays of inorganic 
fertilizers and pesticides 

(c) Mixed cropping, organic manures, nitrogen-fixing 
plants and pest-resistant crop varieties 

(d) Improved farm implements and machinery, use of 
pojent insecticides to minimise post-harvest grain 
losses and monoculture cropping practices 
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37. Con8ider4te map given bdow: 



The mean annual rainfall in the shaded parts of India varies 
from 

(a) 100 to 150 cm (b) 150 to 200 cm 

(c) 200 to 250 cm (<0 250 to 300 cm 

38. The earliest rock-cut caves in western India are tlrose at: 

(a) Nasik,Elloraand Ajanta 

(b) Junnar, Kalyan and Pitalkhora 

(c) Ajanta, Bhaja and Kondane 

(d) Bhaja, Pitalkhora and Kondane 

39. Consider a specific point on the surface of the earth (say, 
the dty of Delhi). The temp^-ature at a given time of day (say, 
12.00 nocm) will in general m hi^er in summer than in winter. 
This is because 

(a) the earth is closer to the .sun in summer than in 
winter 

(b) sun-rays falling on the earth are inclined more 
towards the sunace of the earth in winter 

(c) evaporation of water from atmospheric precipita¬ 
tion occurring in winter altmc 

(d) the axis of the earth is inclined more towards the 
sun in winter 

40. The ftteory of ‘jumping genes' was propounded by; 

(a) Gregor JotHiin Mandei 

(b) Thomas Hunt Morgan 

(c) Barbara McQintock 
(<0 Watson and Crick 

41. Givoi below are two statements, one labelled as Asser¬ 
tion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Babur wrote his memoirs in Turki 
Reason (R) : Tiarki was the official language of the Mughal 
CourL 

In the context of the above two statements which one of tlie 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct ecplana- 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is NOT a comcct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

42. The only land-lucked country in South-east Asia is: 

(d) Laos (b) Thailand 

(c) Malaysia (d) Kampuchea 

43. Which otw of the following is a monument constructed 
byShcrShah? 

(d) Kila-i-Kuhna mosque at Delhi 

(b) Atala masjid at Jaunpur 

(c) Bara Sana masjid at Gaur 

(d) Quwwat-al-Islam mosque at Dellu 

44. Which one of the following shows the descending order 
of the four metrqmlitan dbes in me Indian sub-continent in so 
far as their population strength is concerned? 

(a) Bombay, Calcutta, Dhaka, New Delhi 

(b) Bombay, Calcutta, New Delhi, Karachi 

(c) Bombay, Calcutta, Karachi, New Delhi 

(d) Calcutta, Bombay, Dhaka, Karachi 


45. During 1992-93 there was a record bumper in 

S rice (b) sugarcane 

pulses (d) oilseeds 

46. The term nislika which meant an ornament in the VecUc 
perk>d was used in later times to denote a/an 

(d) weapon (6) agricultural implement 

(c) script ((0 coin 

47. The working of tiie quartz crystal in the watdi is based 
on the; 

(d) Photoelectric Effect (It) Johnson Effect 
(c) Piezo-electric Effect (<0 Edison Effect 

48. Which one of the following pairs of kings of ancient aird 
medieval periods of Indian history and the works authored by 
them is correctly matched? 

(d) Krishnadevaraya ; Samaranganasutradluua 
(ft) Maheirdravarman ; Mattavilasaprahasana 
(r) Bhojadeva : Manasollasa 

(d) Somesvara : Amuktamalyada 

49. Acid precipitation is now regarded a.s a serious problem 
in some European and Asian countries. I ts major cause or source is: 
(d) discharge of acidic effluents emto neutral or slightly 
alkaline land where the acidic components 
precipitate 

(ft) emissiorts of sulphur oxides and nitrogen oxides 
from thermal pt>w'er plants and burning of fossil 
fuels; these oxides dissolve in atmcKsphcric water 
vapitur and fall back on earth as acid rain 
(c) natural carbondioxide released during respiration 
of living oi^ganisms di.ssolvcs in water, hwinuig car¬ 
bonic acid which is the chief axitributor to acidity 
in rain water 

(d) chlorofluorocarbons readily react with various 
chemicals near the earth's surface, pntducing acidic 
intermediates which cause acid pn*cipitation 

50. Which one of the following is considered to be the 
world's greatest iconographical creations made by the stbapatis 
of south India, particularly during the Chola period? 

(a) Mahisha.suramardini (f>) Nataraja 

(c) Rama (d) Somaskanda 

51. Which one of the following colloidal .systems is repre¬ 
sented by fog? 

(a) Liquid m gas {b) Gas in liquid 

(c) Solid in gas (d) Liquid in liquid 

52. The dispute regarding East Timor is between 
. (a) Japan and Russia 

(b) China and Philippines 

(c) Indonesia and Malaysia 

(d) Australia and Indonesia 

.53. If a mouse of over eight times its normal size has been 
produced by introducing human growth hormone gene, the 
technique involved is called: 

(a) bfybridi.sation (b) Genetic enmneering 

(c) Mutation Breeding (d) Hormonal feeding 

54. Which one of the followiirg provides the correct se- 
queirce of occurrence of four towns/cihes as one prtKeeds from 
west to east? 

(«) Rajkot, Baroda, Kharagpur, Bilaspur 

(b) Bikaner, Aliraih, Darbnanga, Nowgong 

(c) Indore, Routkela, Agartala, Jamshedpur 
W Nasik, Aurangabad, Berhampur, Nanded 
55. Which of the following were the main objectives of the 
Khilafat Movement? 

1. To rouse anti-British feeling among tire Muslims of 
India. 
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2. Tb reform file Mtidim society. 

3. To demand separate electorates and preserve titc 

Khilafat. 

4. To save the Ottoman empire and preserve the 

Khilafat. 

(Zhoose the correct answer frcan the codes ^ven below: 
Codes: 

(a) land2 ' (h) 2and3 

(c) 3and4 (<0 land4 

The eaminra of India from diamond export is r^uite 
high Which one of me following factors lias contributed to it? 

(a) Pre-independence stock-piling of diamonds in the 
country which are now exported 

(b) Large production of industrial diamonds in the 
country 

(c) Expertise available few cutting and polishing of im¬ 
ported diamonds which are tncwi exported 

(d) As In the past India pn xiuces huge quantity of gem 
diamonds which are exported 

57. Chanakya, was also known as: 

(a) Bhattasvamin (fc) Rajasekhara 

(c) Vishnugupta (d) Visakhadatta 

5b'. Which one of the following, is the underground army of 
the African National Congress? 

(a) Umkhonto U') KwaZulu 

(c) Xhosa (u) Ulundi 

59. Poison glands of snakes are homologous to: 

(a) electric organs of fislies 
(h) stings of rays 

(c) sebaceous glands oi m ammals 
(lO salivary glands of vert ebrates 


fit). Which one of the following i.s NOT an astronomical 
object? 


(u) Pulsar 

(/') Brittle Star 

(c) Black hole 

((./) Quasar 

61. iviatcli List I with List’ll and sclet't the airrecl answer 

using tlie codes given below' the lisis: 

List I 

List U 

/..Cirand Slam 

1. Chess 

B. Grand Prix 

2. I’oJo 

C. Grand Master 

.3. (Iridge 


4. 1 nternational race 

Codes: 


A R 

C 

(») 1 2 

3 

(b) 2 4 

3 

(r) 3 4 

1 

(d) 4 2 

1 

62. Matidi List I with List 11 anc'. select the correct answer 

using the ciKles given below dte lists; 

i.istl 

LisilII 

(C/mracfcrislic) 

(An iml) 

A. Wingless insect 

1. Kiwi 

B. Fligjitless bird ’ 

2. Slilverfisli 

C. Limbless reptile 

3. 1'urtle 

D. Lnngless animal 

4. .Snake 


5. Fish 

Codes: 


A B 

C D 

(«) 1 3 

2 5 


(b) 2 1 4 5 

(c) 2 1 3 4 

(d) 3 1 4 2 

63. Three communicihle diseases prevalent in developing 
countries caused by unsafe drkdeing water and bad sanitatiem 
are; 

(e) acute dianhoea, cancer and gout 

(b) malaria, acute diarriioea ancTschistosomiasis 

(c) onchocereiasis, leukaemia and arthritis 

(a) rheumatism, malaria and AIDS 

64. Consider the Gimograph given below: 


rUMQOIMra 



The above Gimograph relates to; 

{«) Norh-westem region of India 

(b) Southern region of India 

(c) Mid<entral region of India 

(d) North-eastern region of India 

65. Who among the following is NOT associated with 
medicine in ancient mdia? 

(a) Dhanvantri (h) Bhaskaracharya 

(r) Charaka (<0 Susruta 

66. Which one of the following is used for dating ar¬ 
chaeological specimens in wood, bones and shells? 

(a) Uranium-238 (b) Argon isottpe 

(c) Carbon-14 (d) Strontium-90 

67. Which one of die following is a feature conunon to botti 
the Indian Federation and the American Federation? 

(a) A single citizenship 

(b) Three lists in the Constitution : 

(c) Dual judidar)' J 

(d) ,A federal supreme court to interpret the Constitu¬ 

tion 

68. In Mughal paintings one notices the adoption of die 
prindple of foreshortening whereby near and distant people and 
things could be placed in perspective This was due to the in- 
flucnre of tlic; 

(a) British (b) Dutch 

(c) Portuguese (d) Danish 

69. The Government of India has totally banned the export 
of "Burnt coal" (Jhama) because it contains recoverable amount 
of a metal/clement used in transistors. Which one of the follow¬ 
ing is that element? 

(a) Phoshorus (b) Germanium 

(c) Silicon (d) Tungsten 

70. IftTiich one of the following is in the Concurrent list in 
the Constitutim of India? 

(it) Population control and family planning 

(b) Public health and sanitation 

(c) Capitation taxes 

(d) Treasure trove 

71. Asc4(an inscriptions were first dedphered by: 

(a) Buhler (b) Rdjert Sewell 

(r) James Prinsep (d) Codrington 

72. Which one of the fbUowing is correctly matched? 

(ci) DrKurien : Space Sdence 
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(/») DrMalcom 

Adiseshiah ; Cooperative Movement 

(c) Dr Abdul 

Kalam : Develc^mcnt Economics 

(ii) Dr Pramod 

Karan Sedu : Jaipur Foot 

73. Which one of tlie following seeds can benefit a patiGnt 
of diabetes mellitus by normalizing nis blood sugar level r 

(a) Coriander seeds (b) Mustard se^ 

(c) Cumin seeds (<0 Fenugreek seeds 

74. Among the four works mentioned below which one is 
encyclopaedic in nature? 

(a) Amarakosa (b) Siddhantasiromani 

(c) Brihat Samhita (a) Ashtangahrdaya 

75. Consider the following passage; 

"In the course of a career on the road spanning almost thirty 
years, he crossed the breadth of the Eastern hemisphere, visited 
territories equivaleit to about 44 modem countries, and put 
behind him a total distance of approximately 73,000 miles." 

• The world’s greatest traveller of pre-modem times to whom 

the above passage refas is: 

(a) Megasthencs (b) FaHicn 

(c) Marco Polo (d) Ibn Battuta 

76. Which one of the following statements regarding the 
office of die Speaker is correct? 

(a) He holds office during the pleasure of the President 

(b) He need not be a member of the House at the time 
of his election but lias to become a member of the 
House within six mondis from the date of his elec¬ 
tion 

(c) He loses his office if the House is dissolved before 
the end of its normal tenure 

(d) If he intends to resign the letter of his resignation is 
to be addressed to the Deputy Speaker 

77. Scratching eases itching because 

(d) it removes the outer dust in the skin 

(b) it kills the germs 

(c) it stimulates certain nerves which direct the brain to 
increase the production of antihistaminic chemicals 

(<0 it suppresses the productiem of enzymes which 
cause Itching 

78. A rainy day as defined by tlie Indian Meteorological 
department is a day when die rauifall at a point received is: 

(d) 0.5 mm to 1 mm in 24 hours 

(b) 1.1 mm to 1.5 mm in 24 hours 

(c) 1.6 mm to 2 mm in 24 hours 

(d) Above 2.5 mm in 24 hours 

79. Which among the following pairs of places have most 
marked difference in total rainfall per annum even though lo¬ 
cated approximately along the same latitude? 

(a) Bangalore and Madras 

(b) Bonmay and Visakhapatnam 

(c) Aimer and Shillcmg 

(d) Nagpur and Calcutta 

80. Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched ? 

(a) Rationing : Fiscal control 

(b) Cash Reserve 

Ratio : Selective Credit Control 

(c) Licensing ; Comprehensive Control 

(d) Import Quota : Physical Control 

81. Among the four political parties listed below, which one 
was the last to be formed? 

(fl) The Conservative Party in Britain 

(b) The Democratic Party in U.S A. 


(c) Ttw Republican Party in U.SwA. 

(ai The Indian National Congress 

82. ^ils of Western Rajasffian have a high content of; 

(a) Aluminium (b) C^um 

(c) Nitrogen bO Plrosphorus 

83. l^ich one of the following comes under the jurisdiction 
of bodi the High Court and the Supreme Court? 

(a) Disputes between the Centre and the States 

(b) Disputes between the States inter se 

(c) Protection of the Fundamental Rights 

(d) Protection against foe violation of the Constitu tibn 

84. MaBt-Favouicd-Natinns(MFN)dauseunderGATTimplies 

(a) most favour to stme countries 

(b) most favour to all countries 

(c) no favour to any country 
(iff no favour to some countries 

85. The Anti-Defection Law was enacted as early as 1979 in; 

(a) Kerala (b) Jammu and Kashmir 

(c) West Bengal (d) Tamil Nadu 

86. Tlie first political organisation established in India in 
1838 was known as: 

(a) British India Society 

(b) Bengal Dritis^i India Society 

(c) Settlers Association 

(d) Zamindaiy Assi’Kiation 

87. Match List I with Lis t II and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below the lists: 

Ustl List II 

(Features of the (Borroiocd from) 

Indian Cdnslitutioi i) 

A. Fundamental Ri,ghts 1. U.K. 

B. Parliamentary s^-slem 

ofgoveniment 2 U.S.A. 

C. Emergency 

provisions 3. beland 

D. Directive Principles 

of State Policy 4. German Reich 

5. Canada 

Codes: 


A B C D 


(a) 2 4 5 1 

(h) 5 13 4 

(c) 2 1 4 3 

(d) ] 2 4 3 

88. Which one of the fcillowing statements corre ctly defines 
the term "drain theory" as (iropounded by Dadabha i Naoroji? 

(a) That the resources of the country were bring utilised 
in the interest of Britain 

(b) That a part of I ndia's national wealfo or total annual 
product was being exported to Britain for which 
India gut no niatenal returns 

(c) That the British industrialists were be mg given an 
opportunity hi invest in India under tlie protection 
of the imperiaJ power 

(d) That the Britiidi goods were being im)3orted to the 
country maki ng it poorer day by day 

89. The blood pressure‘values of four persons ari;! given betow: 

1. MrsX 90/60 

2. MrX 160/120 

3. MrY 120/80 

4. MrsY 140/100 

Who among Bie foUenving has normal blood pressure? 
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(«) MisX (b) MrX (c) MrsY (d) MrY 

90. Which arrangement of the following would show die 
correct science of demographic transition as typically as- 
sodaled wi^ ectaiomic devdopment? 

1. High birdi rate wi^ high death rate. 

2. Low Inrth rate with low death rate 

3. High birth rate with low death rate. 

Choose the answer from the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(fl) 1,2,3 (f») 1,3,2 

(c) 3,1,2 (d) 2,1,3 

91. Camel uses its hump for: 

(ei) storing water (b) storing fat 

(c) balancing the body during walldng in desert sand 

(d) temperature regulation 

92. Uplift of tlw backward classes was tlie main programme 
of the: 

(a) Prarthana Samaj (b) Satyashodhak Samaj 

(c) Arya Samaj (d) Ramakrishna Mission 

93. Consider the two statements given below, one hhelled 
as Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): A mixture of salt and ice gives temperature 
below 0”C, 

Rrastm (R); Tlie salt raises the freezing point of ice. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is correct? 

(fl) Both A and R are true and R is Bic correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(fO Both A and K are true but R is NOT the airrect 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 
(J) A i.s false but R is true 

94. Which of the following statements regarding the Crni- 
.stituent A.ssembly are true? 

1. It was not based on adult franchise. 

2. It rt'sulted from direct elections. 

3 It was a multi-party body. 

4. It worked through several committees 
Select the airrect answer from the codes given below: 

Crt/cs; 

(«) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

(t ) 1 and 4 id) 1,2,3 and 4 

95. Biofilms are- 

(d) ailour films used by biologists to photograph living 
organisms 

(fi) photomicrographs ot micro-organisms from 
various habitats 

(c) accumulations of micro-organisms at surfaces such 
as those of a rock, a tooth or an oil droplet 

(d) pt|(>lographic films made through fermentation 
priKesses of certain industrial micro-organisms 

96. At what temperature are the readings of a Centigrade 
and Fahrenheit thermometer tlw same? 

(a) -40 (b) 212 (c) 41) (d) 100 

97. Which of the following are the main causes of slow rate 
of growth of per capita income in India? 

1. High capital-output ratio. 

2. High rate of growth of population. 

3. 1 ligh rate of capital formation. 

4. High level of fiscal deficits. 

Select the correct answer ft'om the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2,3 and 4 (li) 2,3 and 4 

(c) 1 and 4 (<0 1 and 2 


98. What is the correct dirondcwical seq^ce of the fol¬ 
lowing stages in the poUtical life of M^tma Gandhi? 

1. Champaran. 

2. Ahin^bad Mill Strike. 

3. Kheda 

4. NoiKooperation Movement. 

Choose die answer from the codes given bdow: 

Cades: 

(«) 2,4,3,! (f>) 1,3,2,4 

(c) 4,3,2,1 (<0 3,4,2,1 

99. Match List I with List n and select the correct answer by 
using the codes given below die lists: 


UsII 

A. Gro Harlem 
Brvmdtland 

B. Stephen Hawking 

C. Vladimir Medar 


D. Viktor Chernomyrdin 
Codes: 


List 11 

1. Prime Minister of 
Slovakia 

2. Prime Minister of 
Russia 

3. Environmentalist 
and Prime Minister 
of Norway 

4. Cosmologist 


(a) 

(!>) 

(c) 

(<0 


4 

3 

4 
3 


B 

3 

4 

3 

4 


100. Which one of the following provides the best estimate 
of the world's biological diversity? 

(a) Of about ten million species probably alive today, 
some 20 species are lost everyday, most of them 
unknown because no more than h^f a million have 
yet been actually identified by scientists 

(b) Of about thirty million living species, some 50 are 
lost everyday, most of them unknown because no 
more than one million have been actually iden¬ 
tified 

fc) Of about fortyfive million living species, some 100 
. are lost everyday, most of them unknown because 
no more than 1.5 milliun have been actually iden¬ 
tified 

(d) Of about seventyfivc million living spedes, some 
500 are lost everyday, most of them unknown be¬ 
cause no more than 3 million have been actually 
identified 

ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS 

1. (f) 

2. (a) I>etAlok,Bhupesh,ChanduandDineshhaveRsA, RsB,Rs 

C and Rs D resp. 

A.Tii.A+B+C+D=l00 

A>B,C = ^- 


A+B*C+D 
A+B = C+D = 50 


A=-D+5 

. 100 . 115 

A = -r- -t- 5 = 

3 3 


§40 = 50 or“ = 50 


r 0 


100 

3x2* 


3 


3 3 

.'. Alok has the most money. 

3. (c) It is dear horn die graph that the errors ofB are continuously 
dedinii^ so B leamt faster than A. 
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4. (d) No. of persons reading newspapers l&Q only B12 

" " " • " n& HI only =5 

" " " " " I&Illonly =8 

" " " " I,n&monlya 2 

27 

27 

Rcqd. no. of persons * —xlOOOO = 5400 
nlAnB) = n(A) + n(B) -n( AuB) 

5. («0 Out of 100 candidates, no. of candidates who took both 

mathematics & physics = (65.8+59.2)-100 = 25 
Total iro. of candidates = 2000 
25 

Reqd. no. of candidates = —x2000 = 500 

6. (d) Let breadth of a rect. be x cm 

.•.Length = 3x 
3x + X = 24 cm 

Perimeter = 2 (L+B) = 2 (3x + x) = 2x24 = 48 cm. 


Name 

Girija 

Vanaja 

Jalaja 

Stiailaja 

Pooja 

Tanuja 


Occupation 

Dance Vocal Acting Violinist 
Musician 


— Yes 

— Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 




12. (d) Let dre radius of cylinder be r 

B 2 r = 5 Height = 10 cm 

C.S.A. = 2 Brh = 5x10 = 50 sq. cm. 

Cost of painting the outer surface of cylinder 

= 50x2 =Rs 100 

13. (d) Favourable ways foi gettmg a tobil of 8 are 

(3,5) (5,3), (4,4), (2,6), (5,2) = 5 
Total no. of ways *• 6x6 = 36 

Reiid. prob. = ^ / 

14. (d) 

15. (c) Let the total employees be 100 

Let no. ol skilled employees be x 


No. of unskilled employee = 100 
A-ns ^^ 52Q-t- (100-x) x420 . 


ATS. x = 80 

16. (d) 17. (c) 

18. (fl> -10 + (-4) + 15 + (-12) + 7 = -4 

19. (e) 

20. (c) Let dieir monthly incomes be 4x and 3x 

..^ 4x-600 _3 ... 


3y-600 2 

Incomes are 4x600,3x600 


x*600 


2400,1800 

(h) 22. (d) 

(h) Introduction to the Caistitution of India by Durga Das Basu, 
page 191; foot-note reference No. 11 


ATS. Van^a Jalaja, Shailaja and Tanuja are vocal musicians 
and two of them are violinists. As Vanaja is already given to be 
violinist and Jalaja and Shailaja to be non-violinists, 
is both violinist and dancer 

8. (r) No. of persons in the queue = 9+9-1 = 17 

9. (Ir) Let son's age be x years 

.-. Father's age = 3x 
AT53x-5 = 4(x-5) 

.'. X B 15 years. 

10. (c) Let Ore nos. be X and .5x 

.-.x (Sc) = 320 .-.xbS 

.*. Nos. are 5x8 and 8 u. 40 and 8 
40^-8* =1536 

11. (a) Let the radius of the circle be r .-. side of square -- 2r 

.a_,2 , 90 . 22 


24. 

{«) 

25. (a) 

26. (c) 

27. (0 

28. 

ib) 

Standby Arrangement Fadlily 


29. 

(d) 

30. (if) 

31. (d) 

3Z (d) 

33. 

(r) 

34. (a) 

35. (d) 

36. (a) 

37. 

(fl) 

38. (ii) 

39. (fl) 

40. (c) 

41. 

(c) 

42. («) 



43. 

W 

It is a loity mosque 

> inside Purana Qila in Dellii which Ls 



considered to be a 

gtxid example of the Indo-lslamic ar- 



dulecture —tiistoiy 

i>/ Mta by A. 

L. Srivastava, Page 417. 

44. 

(b) 

45. (d) 

46. (d) a metal piece of definite weight. 

47. 

(«■) 

48. (b) 

49. (/•) 

50. (6) 

51. 

(«) 

52. (c) 

53. (1.) 

54. (b) 

55. 

(d) 

56. (c) 

57. (i) 

, 

58. 

t") 

Hritaunica, 1991, Page LtS. 


59. 

(d) 

60. (6) 

61. (cl 

62. (Ii) 

63. 

(b) 





(d) Clinu)graph is a graphical representation of the differentia¬ 
tion between various lyix's of climate. It reveals the type of 
climateat a glance; a climugraph showing wet bulb terhpera- 
tiuxsi and restive humiditii'.s which am all higli, for iikstance, 
depicts a constantly hot damp climate. 

(h) 66. (f) 

(d) 68. (c) 

(b) 70. {a) 

(c) Ancient India by V.D. Malw|an; Fifth Kditum, Page 283. 

(d) 73. (rf) 

(c) It IS an encyclopaedic work by Varahamihira (505-587) 
dealing with the study ot omens and natural, especially 
celestial, occurrences. Varahamihira was Indian 
astronomer, mathematician and philosopher, born near 
Ujjain. 

Hindu World by Benjamin Walker, Vol 2, Pages 551-552. 


75. (c) 

76. (d) 

77. (f) 

78. (d) 

T^i. (r) 

80. (h) 

81. (d) 

82. (6) 

83. (f) 

84. (fc) 

85. (b) 

86. (a) 

87. (.) 

88. (a) 

89. (d) 

90. (b) 

91. (6) 

92. (6) 

93. (c) 

94. (d) 

95. (c) 

%. (a) 

97. Id) 

98. (b) 

99. (d) 

100. (c) 




Note:- Balance 50 questions of this pape\ 
will be published in the next issue. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


J993. 


The questions given below were set in the N.DA. examtnalion held in 


1. Coasider the following statements: 

{/) sin 0“ = 0 {»■) cos 0' = () (Hi) Un 0° = 0 
Of these statements; 

(a) none Ls true 

(b) only one statement is true 

(c) hvo of the three statements are true 

(d) all the three statements are tr\ie 

2. Which one of the following has a value that is infinite? 

(u) sin" (b) co»| {c)tan| (d) — 

sin| 

3. If X tan 45° cos 60” = sin 60" cot hO" then tlw value of x is: 


(o) 1 


ml 


(0 V3 


W; 


1 


>.'3 


4. Tlie value of 4 sin 30“ sin 60” sin,?0” is: 

1 «•) J2 > 

5 


V 2 
(d) V3 


Given lliat cosec 0 = ^. If 0 is in the soamd quadrant, then 


the value of cos 0 will be; 

<«> ^ (l>) - ■'* 


(c) - 


(d) I 


(ci sinO 


D ■ 3 

6. Hctr an angle 0 the expression. 

_sin 8 

1 + cos 8 1 - cos 8 

simpliiies to 
, , .sinO 2 

2 ' s~irii) 

7. The value of sin 30“ cos 60“ is; 

(a) 1 - cos 30“ sin 60' (h) 1 - cos .30“ cos 60' 

(c) 1 -- sin 3(r sill 60“ (ri) I - .sin 30“ cos 60° 

8. The value ol sin^ 3(r f cos’ 30“ is. 

(t?) 0 <b) 1 U) 2 (rf) 3 

9. Among sin U, cos U and tan 8. the cornx-t relationsiiip is: 

cosO ,, tan 8 


id) 

' sin 0 


(a) sin 0 = 


tan 8 


(!') cos 0 


sin 8 


, . , ,, cosO 

c) tanO^-r 

sin 0 


sinO , „ 

id) - a ‘ ® 

cos 8 


10. Which one of the following statements is true? 

(a) sin 0 sec 8 cot 0 - 1 (b) sin 6 sec 0 cot 0 ~ 2 

(c) sin 0 sec 8 cot 0 = 3 (d) sin 0 .sec 8 ait 0 = ,sin 0 

., sin A + sin /I cos A - cos. B . 

11 --- 4. -—;—-IS equal to: 

cos A + cos U sin ,4-sin/} ^ 

(a) tan A and 1) ((•) tan A + tan B (c) 1 {d) 0 

12 . cos x -I tan X sin X is equal to: 

(a) sinx (b) - 7 ^ (c) cosx 


sin AT 


id) 

cosjr 


. 13. The shadow of a tower standing on a level ground is x m 
long when (hesun's altitude is 30”, while it is y meters long whim the 


altitude is 6 fl“. If the heiglit of the tower is; 

V 3 

45. -j-m, then x - y is: 

(a) 45 (b) 45 a/3 (c) ^ 


id) 


45.a/3 


14. A rope tied to the top of a pole and affixed at a point on the 
ground to keep the pole v’crticai makes an angle of 30” with the 
horizontal line throupi the foot of the pole. If the length of the rope 


is 20 m, then the height of the pole is; 

(a) 20 a/2 m (b) ^m (e) 10 m 


(rf) 


15. A straight palm tree of hei^t h is broken b)' the wind but 
not completely separated. If the upper part meets the ground at an 
angle x, then the height at which tm tree is bndien is equal to: 

, ^ htanx boos* 

ITtliirx TT^X 


ic) 


hcosx 


id) 


hsinx 


1 +sinx l-fsinz 

16. If a boy standing 6 meters away from a pole is able to look 
at the top of the pole at an angle 45° to tlw horizontal, then the height 
of the pole above the eye level of the buy is: 

(a) 6 a /2 meters (b) 6 meters 

(c) 36 meters (d) a/6 meters 

17. The heights of two poles are 80 m and 62.5 m. If the line 
joining their top makes an angle of 45“ with the horizon, then the 
distance between the poles (in meters) is: 

(a) 17.5 (b) 40 n'2 (c) (d) ^ 

18. If the circumference of a circle is 88 cm, then the area ol the 

22 

circle (in sq. cm) is: (Take it = -j-) 

(a) l%n (fa) 92 n (c) 64 it (d) 48 it .. 

. 19. Ibe number of marble slabs of siz(‘20 cm X 30 cm required 
to pave the flixir of a .square room of .side 3 m is: 

(a) 150 (b) 100 (c) 25 (d) 225 

20. A man builds a circular pool of radius 5 m inside a circular 
garden of radius 12 m. In order to compaisate the area lost due to 
coastruction of pool he extends the radius by Y m while keying die 
garden still circular, .so that area of the garden remains the same The 
value of r (in m) is: 


(fl) 1 


(b) a/5 


(r) 


3 I 12 -! 


id) 


21 . If all the edges of a rectangular prism are doubled and its 
shape is left unciiang^, then its volume increases: 

(a) 2 times (b) 3 times (c) 4 times (d) 8 times 

22. Hie Iptal surface are(i of a cube of side 2 m is: 

(a) 20 m^ (b) 24 m‘ (c) 25 m^ (d) 30 m* 

23. A conical tent has 60” angle at die vertex. Ihe ratio of die 
radius and slant height is; 

(«) 1:2 (b) 1 :3 (r) 1: \'2 (d) 1 : a/3 

24. If a solid sphere of radius r is mdted and cast into the shape 
of a solid cone of height r, then the radius of die base of die cone is; 

(a) 2r (b) r (c) 4r (d) 3r 

25. The volume of the cylinder whose height is 14 cm and 
diameter of base is 4 cm is: 

(a) 176 c. cm (b) l%c. cm (c) 276 c. cm (d) 352 c. cm 

26. if the variance of data is 64, then the standard deviation b: 

(a) 4 (b) 6 . (c) 8 (d) 16 

27. Consider the following statements; 

Assertion (.A): By joining the mid-points of the respective top 
in a histogram, we get a frequency polygon. 
Reason (R); The area under die histogram and the frequen- 
C)' polygon is the same. 

Of these statements 

(a) both Aand R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of 
A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is hilse but R is true 
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28. Whid\ one of the following paiis is lutf correctly matched? 

(e) Circles_two dimensional dkgratn 

(b) MuUbais... one dimensional diagram 

(c) Pktograms.. abstract presentation of data 
((f) Ogive....... used to determine median 

29. For determining the median of an ungrouped frequency 
distribution the steps involved are: 

N+1 

1. Find the value of • " , N = total frequency. 

2. Data are arranged in ascendiiw order. 

W +1 

3. Median is calculated as the value of—^Ihterm. 

4. Obtain less than cumulative frequencies. 

The correct sequence of these steps is; 

(a) 4123 (h) 3214 (c) 2413 (d) 1234 

30. in a monthly test the marks obtained in Mathematics by 16 
students of a class are as follows: 


0 , 0 , 2 , 1. 3 , 3 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 5 , 5 , 5 , b. 6 , 7,8 

1hc arithmetic mean of the marks obtained is: 

(0) 3 % 4 (c) S (d) 

31. The asamding order of the rational numbeni 
-7 _5_ X. . 

10 ' _3 **■ 

<") i(i< 

(0.6)°-(O.l)'* 


32 


m 

(d) 

is equal to; 


-7 5 .2 

To'^®"‘*-3 

2 S -7 


(«) - 


(h) - 


1 


(0 


(d) 


33. What is the smallest number needed to be subtracted from 
549162 in order to make it a perfect square? 

(a) 28 (h) 36 (r) 62 (d) 81 

34. Consider the following statements; 

Assertion (A): If the square root of a number consists of two 
digits, Ae number must be of at least three 
digits. 

Reason (R): 100* 10,000 

Of these statements 

(a) both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) both A and R are true and K Is not the correct explarratkin of 
A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

35. If S = fl.393939... then the fraction equivalent 6 ) S is: 

, ^ 39 /!.. 93 , , 93 39 

100 99 106 99 


36. A man walks at the rale of 5 km/hour for 6 hours and at the 
rate of 4 km/hour for 12 hours. The average speed of the man (in 
km/hour) is; 

(a) 4 (fr) 4| (c) 4| (d) 4| 

37. If A, B and C together can finish a pit«ce of work in 4 days, 
A alone can do this work in 12 days and B in 18 days, then C alone 
can do ttiis wortc in: 

(») 9 days (b) 14 days (c) 16 days (d) 21 days 

38. A cistern which has a leak in the bottom is filled hr 15 hours. 
Had there been no leak, it could have been filled in 12 hours. If the 
cistern is full, the leak can empty it in: 

(a) 3 hours (6) 12 hours (r) 15 hours (d) 60 hours 

39. IWo candidates fought an electioa One got 65% of the votes 
and won by 300 votes. The total number of votes polled is: 

(e) 6W (b) 800 (c) 1,000 (d) 1,200 

40. A person sold two shops each for Rs. 9900. If he gained 10% 


on one and lost 20% on the other, then whidt one of the fbltowing is 
true? 

(a) He gained Rs. 200 (k) He lost Rs. 200 

(c) He neither gained nor lost (d) Hone of the above 

41. The sum which amounts to Rs. MO in five years at the rate 
of 8% per annum simple interest is rupees 

/ r lOOxMO ... 10045x6x100 

100 4 5 x 8 840 

I \ 100 + B40 ... 840 x 5 x8 

10045x8 100 

42. A sum of money doubles itself at compound interest in 15 
years. It will be eight times in: 

(a) 30 years (1>) 40 years (c) 45 years (d) 60 years 

43. If^ = ^, lhentlieiatioof6a + blo4a + 5bis: 

(a) 1:2 (b) 3:5 ' (c) 7:8 (d) 11:16 

44. A man invests an amoimt of Rs 1.5,860 in the names of his 
three sons A, B and C in such a way that they g^t the same amount 
after 2,3 and 4 years respectively. If the rate of simple interest is 5%, 
then the ratio of tiie amount invested among A, B and C will be: 

(a) 10:15:20 (b) 110:115:120 

() fjv J . J L 

10 15 '20 '' iio' ns iM 

45. Assume that the distance a car runs on one litre of petrol 
varies inversely witli the square of the speed at which it is driven. It 
gives a run of 25 kilometres per litre at a speed of 30 km per hour. At 
what speed should it be driven to get a run of 36 kilometres per litre? 

( 0 ) 2o|km/hoHr (b) 25 km/hour 

U 

(c) 36 km/hour (d) 43.2 km/hour 

46. Coasider the following statements: 

Assertion (A): The square of any integer is either divisible by 
4 or k*avcs the remainder I when divided by 4. 

Reason (R); Since tlie square of any integer is of the form 
4q* or4q* 1 4q t 1. 

Of these statements: 

(a) both A and R are true and R is the corrtx.'t explanation of A 

(b) both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of 
A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

47. How many numbers between 300 and 785 are exactly 
divisible by 137 

(a) 39 (b) 40 (c) 41 (d) none of the above 

48. Coasider the following statements: 

Assertion (A): If a nuralx-T x divides the product yz and if x 
divides y, then x must divide z. 

Reason (R): If x is prime to each ol y and z, then x is prime 
to the product yz. 

Of these statements 

(a) both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) both A and Rare true and R is not the correct explanation of 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

49. Tile expression for any natural number n 


1.2 2.3 3. 


... 


... «{n 4 l) 

(a) always greater than 1 (b) always less than 1 

(c) always equal to 1 (d) always less than or equal to 1 

50. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) If n is odd, (lO)" -1 h' divisible by 11 

(b) If n is even, (10)" -1 is divisible by 11 

(c) If n is odd, (5)" -1 is divisible by 5 

(d) If n is evea (5)" -1 is divisible by 5 

51. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using 
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the codes Kivm bdow the Hgis: 


Lfitl 
(Numbm) 

A. 1728 

B. 369 

C. 441 

D. 567 

Codes: 

A 

(fl) 3 

(b) 3 

(c) 3 

(d) 3 


ustn 

fThe/r Resolution 
into Prime fiKlors) 
1.7*x3* 
2.7x3* 
3.2‘x,3® • 
4.7x3? 
5.41x3^ 

B C 

1 5 

5 4 

5 I 

4 5 


D 

2 

2 

2 

2 


52. The HCF of two numbers is 99 and tiwir LCM is 2772. The 
numbers are: 

(e) 198,1386 (b) 297,924 (c) 396,69.3 (d) 6^,11088 

53. If a number is divided by ‘V, the quotient is 'Q' and the 
remainder is 'R', then the number is: 

(fl)QxR+P (b)PxQ+R 

(c)PxQ-R ((l)QxR-P 

54. Given l(i{;io2 = 0..3010 and logioS - 0.4771 the value of 
logio 1.5 is: 

(a) 0.7161 (b) 0.1761 (c) 0.7116 (d) 0.7611 

55. Given loj* 2 = 0.30103, the number of digits in 5^ is: 


(a) 14 ib) 16 (r) 18 

56. The value of: 

' x+r' 1 + 2 xs3' x + 4' 


id) 25 




(6) 


1 

x + 5 


x + 1 

(0 -^5 


(d) 


x+5 

x+i 


57. The binary number 101, when changed to base 3 is: 

(a) 5 (6) 12 (r) 21 fd) 102 

58. [f (x + -) - 2, then x® + i is equal to: 

^ r 


(r) 8 


fd) 2 


(a) 64 (6) 14 

59. The factors of x” s 4 an*; 

(«) {x,' + 2)' . (b) (x2 + 2)(x^-2) 

(c) (x* + 2x + 2) (x* - 2x + 2) (a) none of the above 

60. If f(x) is divided by 2x + 3 then which one of the following 
is the remainder? 


I«) f(-^) 


(6) f(-f) 


(c) f{|) 


(d) f(-|) 


61. If x’’ 4 1 is divided by (x 4 1), then the remainder will be; 

(a) 0 (b) 2 (r) 11 (d) 12 

62. The HCP of 2x’ - 4x, Sx* - I2x* and 2x® -2x*- 4x^ is: 

{a)2(x)(x + 2) (b) 2x(2-x) 

(c) 2x(x-2) (d)x(x-2) 

63. TheLCMQf(aVb®)airf{a*-b*)Js: 

(a) (a^ + b*) (a^ 4 b*) (a - b) (b) (-* - ' 

(f) (a4b){a*4ab4b^)(a'’4b’) 

(d) (a’ + b^(a^-b*){a- b) 

X JL 


(b) (a^ + b^) (a + b) (a* + b*) 


64. If 


(b-c)(b + c-2a) (c-o)(c + a-2b) 


(a-bKa + b-2c) 
(a) a + b + c 
(c) zero 


1 


65. lfa = “i^then-“+ , 
2 -X B + 1 


(«) 

(c) 


(l+x)(2+x) 

2r-l 

2r-l 


then the value of x 4 y + z is: 

(b) a^4b^ + c* 

(d) indeterminate 
2b + 1 

IS equal to: 


ibiilSrja 

x-2 

ar . y } 1 2.z;!r). 

2x+l 


(fc) 

(d) 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. {c)sin0‘ = 0, tan0* = 0 2. (c) 3. (a) 


4. («0 


5. (c) 


cosecO -7 

4 


sinO- 


cosecQ 


6. (b) 




As 6 Ues in second quadrant, cos 6 is -ve 
sin 0 sin 9 


4 

‘5 

- 3 

cos6s±^ 


,a*e«- 


l + cosO l-cosO 
_ 8in6-sin9cosB+sin9+8in 6cos9 

l-cos*0 
2sin0 _ 2 

sin 6 


7. (a) 
11. (d) 


sin^e 
8. (b) 
sin A + sin S 


9. (d) 10. (a) 

cosA -cosB 


cos A + cos B sin A-sin 0 
- sin^ A - sin^ B + cos^ A - co8^ B 
(cos A + cos fl) (sin A - sin B) 
(a'n^ A + cos^ A) - (sbi^ B + cos’’ B) 
(c»s A + oos B) (sin A - sin B) 


12. (d) 

13. (a) 


(cos A + cos B) (sin A - sin 8) 




= cot 30 ° = ^3 


=^3.45 


V3 


= cot 60“ = • 


45 


>/3 


X- y=- 


135 


2 ■ 


1 

90 
2 ’ 


••.y = ;|*.45f 


orx! 

2 


ns 


■m 


14. (c) h 2 height of pole 

15. (d) 


45m 


h=^ |x20=10m. 


Height of tree AB = h 


Let the height at which the tree is broken be a 
.-. AC=h-a .-.CD^h-a 


■ = sm X =» a * 


hsinx- asin X 
bsinr 


16. (b) 


17. (a) 


18. (a) 

19. (a) 


20. (a) 


h~a 

a(l 4 smx) = hsinx .*. a^. 

1+sinx 

LetAB be the height of pole. The height of boy • CD 
BD = CE = 6m LetAE^hm 


7 -tan 45' 

O 


1 


.•.h = 6 


AE = 80-625 = 173 m 

Ar 

g = tan45' = l .*. AE = CE .-. CE = 17.5m 

Distance between the poles = 175 m 

No. of marble slabs 

Areaofflooi 300 x 300 
Area ol 1 slab ~ 20 x 30 

Area of a circle =j(r^ 

A.T.S. K (12 + r) ^ * X12* = ax 5* 

(12 + r)* = 25 + 144 = l69=i:^ p + r»U.*.r»l 
22. (b) S.Aofacube = 6r = 24m' 


21. (d) 

23. (a) Vertical angle of cone = 60* 
r/l = sm30'*i 


.•./AOB»i|i4r»30* 
f.l = l:2 
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24. (a) 


25. (a) 

26. (f) 

27. (rtl 
32. ( 0 ) 


3.1. («0 

37. ( 0 ) 

38. id) 


39. (c) 

40. id) 


41. (0) 

42. (c) 


Let R be the radius of the base of the cone. As Ihe solid sphere 
is melted «td cast into the shape of a solid cone, 

Vol. of cone » VoL of sphere 

JTT^ .•.R = 2r 

3 3 

Vol. of cylinder » nr h _ 

Standard deviation * l/Variance = VlM = 8 

:w. (r) <f) 10 ( 6 > 31. ( 0 ) 

( 0 . 6 )**-( 0 . 1 )'* 1-10 :±_-2 

='2 

34. (fc) 35. id) 36. ( 6 ) 

Cs one day's work “ 4 ~ ('j^ “ 9 

.-. C will do the job in 9 days 

l.et the time taken by leak to empty the cistern be x hrs. 
Itsl hr'swork = ^ 

ATcX ’ J. . 1 1 1-1 

*^'^'®12"r"l5 'i'U" 15~ 60 

S.P. of 1st slrop = Rs 9900 Profit = 10% 

CP. of Isl shop = = Rs 9000 

C.P of lind shop - ^ ^ gg 12375 

Total CP. = 9000 +12375 = Rs 21375 

Total S.P. of both shops = 9900 + 9900 = Rs 19800 

Loss = Rs 21375 -19800 = Rs 1575 


A = P(144)" 
2x = x(l4:jJ^)’5 


Let the .sum be Rs x 


•. 1-t—= 2' 
100 


8 x s X (1 + “) " .-. 8 (2 or 2 ‘^ --- 2 

liK/ 


■ 3 n a 45 


43. id) 


40+ .56 .0 . _ 

4- + 5 


(by dividing deno and num by b) 


44. id) 


3 9 

6 x 7+1 7 +] 

4 _ 2 _ 

3 c ~ 8 
4 x 7+5 

4 

100 X A 


2x8 16 


-11:16 


45. (h) 


46. ( 0 ) 

47. id) 


P = 7 ;;;:-;■ • As the amount in each case is the same 

100+rxf 

Ratio of the amounts invested among A, B, C 
_ KWxA lOOxA . lOOxA 
- 100 + 5x2 ■ 100+5x3 ' 100 + 5x4 

J_1_ I 

110 '■ 115 ' 126 

let the di.stance a car runs on one litre of petrol be d and 
speed be S 

A.T.S. d“ 1 ordS* - kfcoastant) 

.-. di Si* = 67 

di = 25km Si== 30 km/hr d 2 = 36km S 2 = ? 
15x30^ = 36x 82 ^ orS 2 = 25 km/hr 

The first no. between 300 and 78,5, divisible by 13 is 312 and 
the last no. = 780 

a » 312 / * 780 n * no. of terms 

a + (n-l)d = / d = cd. = 13 


48. id) 

U 1 r 2.3 2 3 ' M 3 4 . 

1 1_1_ 

n(n +1) ~ rt ~ n +1 

.11^ 1 ^ 1 1 1 n 

” 1.2 2.3 3.4 . n(i» + l)*T"n + l“ri + l 

any natural no. n 
.50. (6) 51. (c) 

52. (c) H.CF.oftwonos.»99 LCM.x2772 

Let the nos. be 99x and 99y where x and y are prime to each 
other 

HCF X LCM = Product of two nos. 

99 x 2772 = 99xx99y .-. xy = 28 x = l, y = 28 

Nos. are 99 x 4,99 x 7 or 396 and 693 x = 4, y = 7 

53. ib) 

15 3 

54. (6) logiolJ = logio-j-=logio^ = logio3-logio2 

= 0.4771-0.3010 = 0.1761 

55. ( 0 ) Let X = 5® .-. log x = log5® 20 log 5 

log X = 20 (log j) = 20 (log 2.0 X10* - tog4) 

= 20(log2.0xl0-2kig2) 

= 20 (1.30103 - 2 X 0.30103) = 13.97940 
X = Antilog 13.97940. No. of digits in 5*’ = 13 + 1 --14 

56. id) 

57. ib) Changing binar\’ no. 101 to decimal form, we get, 

(101)2 = 1x2^ i 0x2* + 1 X 2®-- 4 + 0+ 1 = 5 
Changing 5 to a no. with base .1, 

3 5 _ 

3 1-2 

■fl-l .5--(12).i 

58. id) X + -- = 2 x'^ -t -1 :• (x s 1)’^ - 3.x. -*• (x ) 

A- a’ '■ •1 

= 2-’-3x2 = 2 

59. (C) + 4 = x^ s 4 H 4x^ -4x^ 

= (x^ + 2)^ -(2x)‘ = (X*’ + 2 -2x) (X- 4 2 ♦ 2x) 

= (x^-2x+2)(x- + 2x4 2) 

60. (d) 61. ( 0 ) Lctf(x)-x'‘ +1 

When f (x) is divided by x + 1, Remainder - 1(-1) = 0 

62. id) 

63. ( 0 ) a’ + b’’ = (a ► b) (a* - ab + b^) 

a^ -b^ = (a-b)(a + b) (a* i b^) 

L.C.M. = (a -b) (a 4 b) (a^ 7 ab 4 b*) (a' + b^) 

- (a - b) td’ 4 b®) (a* + b^) 

A4_ /,-)- - -,- IL _ 

''' ib-c)(b + c-2a) (r - 0 ) (r + a - 26) 

(a ~b) '(a i-f-2c) ^ 

x = k{b-c)(b + c-2a),y = k(c-a){c4 a-2b) 
z = k{a-b)(a+b-2c) 

.-. x + y + z = k(b^-c^- 2ab + 2ac + c^-a*-2bc + 2ab + a* 

- b^ -2ac + 2bc) = k x 0 = 0 

/.. - 1+Jc 1 . 2a + l 0-1 + 20+1 

65. (c) a = vr*~ —r + — =-■ ■ ■ 

2-A 0+1 


312+ (n-1)13 = 780 =* n*37 


1 1 . 
” 1 . 2 '^ 2.3 


1 11 n 

+-:—TT*T-r=— 7 <lfor 

n(i» + l) 1 n + 1 M + l 


£8 


53. (6) 

54. (6) 

55. ( 0 ) 


56. id) 

57. ib) 


58. id) 


59. it) 


60. id) 

62. id) 

63. ( 0 ) 


64. it) 


x + - = 2 

A 


3 _ - 3 

1 +x _ 2 -a ~ (1 + a)^-(2-a )^ 
2-a 1 + a <2-x>(1 + x) 


3(2a-1) 
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ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


* Retd die following passage care' 
folly and choose the most suitable 
answers to the questions given 
below the passage: 

All change brings challenges in 
its train . However, the current spate 
of changes in economies of die world 
have brought forth opportunities and 
threats of an entirely different charac- 
ter and mapiitude . If human in¬ 
genuity aha creativity cannot be 
stretched for enough we might end 
up as victims of this change with 
widespread misery in terms of high 
costs, obsolescence , business failures, 
increased unemployment, destruc¬ 
tive and suicidal conflicts and cloud¬ 
ing of freedom of action, 
entrepreneurship, innovativeness 
and the basic human values of in¬ 
dividual dignity and mutual respect 
In this context it becomes imperative 
for the human society to muster its 
resources to 'master change'. What 
this would imply is not an attempt to 
stall change but understand the for¬ 
ces of change and its consequences so 
that it can be properly channelised to 
our benefit and can be generalised 
into the creation of a new social and 
economic order accepted by the 
people of the world across the globe. 

1. What does change mean to 
most of us? 

{a) it is desirable 

(b) it uasettles many things 

(c) it is inevitable but useful 

(d) it throws up new challen¬ 
ges 

2. What is comforting about 
change? 

{a) it speeds up progress 

{b) it brings us nearer the 
world 

(c) it offers opportunities as 
well 

(d) it links us with world 
economies 

3. What is needed to cope up 
with the change? 

(a) flexibility of temperament 


(f>) skill and constructive 
temper 

(c) imitation of others who are 
more advanced 

(d) rejecti<mofourcomple)%s 

4. If we fail to change, die result 
will be: 

(a) high-costs and lack of in¬ 
itiative 

(b) business failures and loss 
of freedom 

(c) unemployment and con¬ 
flicts 

(d) isolation from the chang¬ 
ing world economies 

5. What must the human 
society do? 

(a) master-change 

(b) go slow 

(c) reject all imported change 

(d) none of these 

6. How can the understanding 
of change help us? 

(a) it can make us more open- 
minded 

(b) it can tackle new economic 
problems 

(c) it can be used to our benefit 

(d) it can create a new social 
order 

7. What is the need of the hour? 

(a) change with under¬ 
standing 

(h) change without strings 

(c) change with reservation 

(d) acceptance of every 
change 

* Select the word nearest in mean¬ 
ing to the following words used in 
ttte paragraph: 

8. spate 
(a) volume 
(c) rush 

9. magnitude 
(a) size 
(c) standard 

10. obsolescence 
(a) rejection (b) frictitm 

(c) currency (d) out-dated 


11. clouding 

(a) obscuring (b) blinding 
(c) threatening (d) soothing 

12. train 

(a) compartment 

(b) sequence 

(c) flow 

(et) movement 

* Select the word opposite in 
meaning to the following words 
used in tiie paragraph: 

13. challenges 

(a) opportunities 

(b) ambitions 

(c) direats 

(d) adjustments 

14. innovativeness 

(a) resistance (b) status quo 
(f) stagnation (d) opposition 

15. stall 

(a) inspire (b) instigate 
(c) encourage (d) hasten 

* Read the following sentences 
carefully and fill up foe blanks with 
the most appropriate word. 

16. The latest publication 

has_out a niche for itself. 

(a) come (b) carved 

(c) created (d) tnvtmted 

17. We could be on the_of 

some kind of a revelation. 

(a) anvil (b) threshold 

(c) step (d) ladder 

18. _the audience cannot 

find you. go out and find it 

(a) when (b) where 

(c) hardly (d) if 

19. More than anydting else, the 

world of a sports freak can be 
very_ 

(a) solitary (h) lonely 

(c) isolated (d) deserted 

20. The promise and the poetry 

that was ours to cherish, continues 
to_us. 

(a) hound (b) hurt 

(c) haunt (d) tease 


(b) quantity 
(d) mass 

(b) quality 
(d) height 
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* CKoose the most appropriate 
oieanhighvord for foe iword/phiase 
nndeilined in foe following senten¬ 
ces: 

>21. 1 am not even cautiously op- 
timistic about a patch-up . 

(a) peace {b) settlement 
(c) foendship (d) consensus 

22. It should come as no surprise 
if th e facade of unity collapses. 

(s) deception (b) trfck 
(c) appearance (d) hope 

23. We would brief them how to 
handle delicate issue. 

'(a) instruct (b) request 
(c) warn (d) negotiate 

24. His claim of a turn around in 
bilateral relations was somewhat 
premature. 

(a) warmth 

(b) expectation 

(c) excitement 

(d) change (for good) 

25. The latest bone of contention 
is foe introduction o( disincentives to 
boost family-planning. 

(a) discussion (b) decision 
(c) dispute (d) debate 

* Read the following sentences 
carefully and find out the error in 
any one part of foe sqafonce <1,2,3 
or 4). If there is no ejrrwu mark (5) as 
foe correct uiswer. \ ^ ’ 

26. When it corr^ 'lo creativity 
(1) foe hat^icapped cl^dren are not 
inferior (2) than nomteT^ildren (3) if 
given foe necessary encouragement 
^). No error (5). 

27. He is a resear^ scholar (1) 
that has been working (2) in South 
Gu|rat (3) for about two decades (4). 
No error (5). 

28. If had we not (1) received 
any firm assurance (2) we would not 
have (3) called off the strike (4). No 
error (5). 

29. He is one (1) of those charac¬ 
ters (2) who evokes (3) extreme reac- 
ticMis (4). No error (5). 

30. Artists have sold (1) more 
works in the last (2) few years than (3) 
they have in the last two decades (4). 
NoatuvfS). 

31. Doordarshan has now (1) 
made lifofor itself (2) much easier to 


abandon (3) most of ite sodalfstic 
goals (4). No error (5). 

32. Over the last decade (1) in¬ 
structors at the University are 
making (2) optimal use of (3) foe 
computer's potential in the class¬ 
room (4). No error (5). 

33. Even though computers 
have (1) now made an entry (2) to the 
school curriculum (3) their full poten¬ 
tial remains far from being exploited 
(4). No error (5). 

34. In fact what is needed (1) in 
India is to treat (2) science, technol¬ 
ogy and higher science education (3) 
as integrated element in future plan 
(4). No error (5). 

35. Feast ofmeatand rice (1) was 
prepared near the well (2) and the 
whole village (.3) had it to its fill (4). 
No error (5). ^ 

* Read the following passage and 
fill in the blank spaces by selecting 
foe most appropriate word. For each 
blank, four choices are given. 

Chances are, every one of those 
sleep-deprived people 36 performing 
below Many are so sleepy that 
they are 38 to nod off at the drop of a 
39 —while reading, listening to a lec¬ 
ture, driving ^ a monotonous road, 
flying autopilot. Even if they do 
not fall asleep, their 42 to attend to 
crucial like which runway to ^ 
on, and their judgements are likely to 
be seriously 45. 


36. 

(fl) 

are 

(b) 

was 


(c) 

is 

id) 

were 

37. 

(«) 

average 

(b) 

par 


(<^) 

excellence 

(d) 

standard 

00 

(«) 

surely 

(b) 

definitely 


(c) 

possibly 

(d) 

likely 

39. 

(«) 

chance 

(b) 

jolt 


(C) 

hat 

(d) 

trick 

40. 

(«) 

on 

(b) 

at 


(0 

over 

(d) 

of 

41. 

(«) 

on 

(b) 

in 


(C) 

into 

id) 

under 

42. 

(«) 

ability 

(b) 

skill 


(c) knowledge (d) laste 
43. (fl) decisions (b) details 


(c) hints (d) symbols 

44. (a) run (1:) halt 

(c) stop (d) land 

45. (a) affected (b) influenced 


(c) inqMur^ (d) harmed 

* The followfog sentences A, B, C, 
D and E are not in their 
propei/naturalsequence. Readfoem 
carefully and ainswer foe questions 
given below: 

A. Market surveys have never 
been otcouraging 

B. The shabby fwcxiuct strug¬ 

gles for sometime and then 
changes hands. 

C. The story is a familiar one 

D. It is brought out on a shoe¬ 
string budget 

E. A weekly is launched with 

great fanfare 

What, according to your under¬ 
standing, should be: 

46. the First sentence? 

A B C D E 

47. the Second sentence? 

A B C D E 

48. the Third sentence? 

A B C D E 

49. the Fourth sentence? 

A B C D E 

50. the Fifth sentence? 

A B C D E 



ANSWERS 

1. (d) 

2. (c) 

3. (b) 

4. (d) 

5. (A) 

6. (c) 

7. (a) 

8. (c) 

9- (A) 

10. (rf) 

11. (c) 

12. (b) 

13. (A) 

14. (h) 

15. (d) 

16. (fi) 

17. (A) 

18. (d) 

19. (b) 

20. (c) 

21. (b) 

22. (c) 

Z5. (c) 

23. (A) 

24. (d) 


26. (3) 'to normal children'. 

27. (2) 'who has been working'. 

28. (1) 'Had we not or If we had not'. 

29. (5) No error. 

30. (4) 'they had in the last two 

decades'. 

31. (3) 'much easier by abandoning'. 

32. (2) 'instructors at the urdversity 

have been making’ 

33. (3) 'into the school curriculum' 

34. (4) 'as integrated elements'. 

35. (1) 'the feast of meat and rice'. 

36. (c) 37. (b) 38. (d) 

39. (c) 40. (a) 41. (a) 

42. (A) 43. (b) 44. (d) 

45. (c) 46. C 47. E 

48. D 49. B 50. A 


aa MAVM COMPETITION MASTER 


iO^NER^lMilOENbE 


TEST OF REASONING-1 


These questions were set in the Assistants' Grade Examina¬ 
tion held by Intell^nce Bureau (Home Department), on fan 2, 
1994. We are grakful to our readers tafu> iwve sent these ques¬ 
tions to us. 

The readers will notice that many questions, asked in thm 
paper, were printed in the preobus issues of CM. 

Directions: Q. 1. to 4 . In order to conduct the work of 
a mail order ctmcem, it is necessary to have a minimum of 
3 workers/day. The staff consists of 5 persons who work 
on part-time basis. Alice can work on Mondays, Wednes¬ 
days and Fridays. Betty cannot report for work on Wednes- 
days. Caroll can report for work on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays only. Dorothy cannot work on Fridays. Edith 
is available any time except on first Monday and Thursday 
of the month. 

1. Which throe are available on any Monday: 

(a) Dorothy, Betty and Alice 

(|i) Alice, Edith and Caroll 

(c) Betty, Edith and Caroll 

(d) Edith, Caroll and l>)rothy 

2. Which three could you count on to report for work 
on Friday: 

(a) Alice, Betty and Dorothy 

(b) Alice, Oiroll and Dorothy 

(c) Betty, Caroll and Editl> 

(d) Alice, Betty and Edith 

3. During which day of the week it might bo possible 
to obtain a full complement of workers; 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(c) Wednesday {</) Thursday 

4. During which day of the week would it be neces¬ 
sary to call on Edith to complete the full complement of 
workers; 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(c) Wednesday (d) Friday 

Directions: Q. 5 to 9. In each of these questions, a 
situation has been explained in a few sentences followed 
by a conclusion. Mark (x) against the alternative, if the 
conclusion 

(a) Necessarily follows from the statements 

(b) Definitely does not follow from the statements 

(c) Is based on assumption only 

(d) Is doubtful, as the data provided is inadequate. 
Stakments: 

5. 1. A political party disqualified ten of its members. 


2. The party had earlier disqualifiied anotirer group of 
fifteen members 

3. This group of fifteen members has formed a 
separate party. 

Conclusion: The group of ten disqualified members will 
also form a party of its own. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

6. 1. Doctors prescribe bed rest to patients who have 

heart attack. 

2. After some time, the patients arc asked to go on 
brisk walk. 

Conclusbn: 13octors are generally confused perstwvs who 
do not stick to their statements. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (<i) □ 

Statements: 

7. 1. Kerosene oil is immi.scible with water. 

2. Liquid contained in this bottle is also immiscible 
with water. 

(^nclusbn: Liquid in this bottle is Kerosene oil. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

8. 1. All pilots are brave men. 

2. All Astronauts are pilots. 

Conclusbn: All Astronauts are brave men. 

(a) a (b) U (c) □ id) □ 

Statements: 

9. 1. People surrounded by luxury become lazy and 

spoilt. 

2. Firm X has a luxurious office. 

Conclusbn: The employees of Firm X liave become lazy 
and spoilt. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

10. (0 Sudha is taller than Pushpa but shorter than 
Malati (fi) Gectha is shorter than Viju and (m) Viju is nut as 
tall as Pushpa. Who should be in the middle if they stand 
in a row according to height: 

(a) Sudha (b) Pushpa 

(r) Malati (d) Geetha 

11. Your watch gains 4 minutes in a 24 hour day. If it 
reads 7.3o| at 7.30 A.M., how fast will it be at actual nocm 
of tile same day. 

(a) 80 sec (b) 75 sec 
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(c) 70 sec (d) 85 sec 

12. Suppose P,Q and Rate numbers. Suppose Sis the 
sum of P, Q and R. In that case, would S minus P equal P 
plus R; 

(a) Yes (b) No 

(c) Maybe (d) None of these 

13. It takes 10 ships 10 days to use 10 tanks of oil. How 
many days will it take 1 ship to use 1 tank of oil: 

(«) 10 (b) 100 

(c) 1 (d) None of these 

14. Six sides of a Cuboid are coloured Green, Blue, 
Red, Yellow, Orange and White in the following manner: 



When blue is on the top, which colour will be at the 
bottom? 

(a) Orange (b) Red 

(c) White (d) Yellow 

Directions: Q. 15 to 18. P, Q, R, or W may cause S, Q, R 
or W may cause E, W or X may cause F, S or E may cause 
C or H only if they are caused by Q or R. They may cause 
I only if they arc caused by R. Only E and F together may 
cause M or N. F may cause H only if it is caused by W or X. 

15. Which can result from the largest number of im¬ 
mediately preceding events? 

(a) S (b) E 

(c) F (d) M 

16. Which can result in the .smallest number of sub¬ 
sequent events, counting both those follow immediately 
and thase that follow after another event? 

(«) P (b) Q 

(c) R (d) W 

17. How many events or combinations of events may 
cause H? 

(«) 5 (b) 6 

(c) 7 (d) 8 

18. Which may be a result of the smallest number of 

different combinations of events? 

(«) G (b) H 

(c) I id) M 

19. Complete the series with the most appropriate 
alternative: 

nc-dcn-cddc-n-ddcnn-d 

(a) cdndn (b) dened 


(c) endde (d) dnnee 

20. Complete the series with the most appropriate 
alternative; 

aac-bba<c-baa-cb- 

(a) bacab (b) cabcb 

(c) aabed (d) cebeb 

Directions: Q. 21 to 25. In these questions, a statement 
has been given followed by two conclusions. Mark (x) 
against: 

(a) If only the first conclusion is true 

(b) If only the second conclusion is true 

(c) If both the conclusions are true 

(d) If both the conclusions are wrong 
Statement: 

21. Great writers generally travel far and wide and 
most local people. 

Conclusiom: 

I. Travelling soothes their overwrought ner\'es. 

U. They want to study life style, customs and tradi¬ 
tions of various places. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statement: 

22. Very few persons can accept defeat with a smile. 
Conclusions: 

I. Defeat shatters a person's self-confidence. 

II. It i.s difficult to maintain c»ne.s cwl after testing 
defeat. 

(a) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) J 

Statement: 

{ 

23. Many Indian Scienti.sls working abroad are un¬ 
willing to come back and serve their own country. 
Conclusions: 

1, India lacks such highly .sophisticated 
laboratories, instruments and other amenities as 
are available to them in foreign countries. 

' 11. India can not afford to pay them the amount of 
facilities they get in other countries. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statement: 

24. Following the recent bomb blasts in Bombay, links 
of some persons of the Film Industry with the main ac¬ 
cused persons of the underworld were suspected. 

Conclusions: 

I. Persons associated with the Film Industry are 
generally publicity hungry and may have been 
in the bomb blasts to gain publicity. 

IT. Financing by smugglers and underworld 'dons' 
has come to play an important role in Film 
making. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 
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Statement: 

25. The Govemroent has decided not to allow furdier 
divUdon of States. 

Conclusions; 

I. No such demands for further division are being 
made. 

U. Sudi divisions are bound to affect integrity of 
die nation adversely.' 

(a) a (b) Q (c) □ (d) a 

26. Hnd the missing number in the series; 

3,7,14,18,7,40,80 

(a) 36 (b) 32 

(c) 28 (d) 22 

27. What will come next in tlie series: 

16,21,27,34,42,51,? 

(fl) 93 {b) 7b 

(c) 69 (d) 61 

28. Complete the scries; 

16,36,64,100,7,196 

(a) 225 (h) 169 

(c) 144 (d) 121 

Directions: Q. 29. to 38. Select the word that, when 
inserted in blank space, best fits in with the meaning of the 
sentence as a whole. 

29. We never believed that he would resort to_in 

order to achieve his goal; we always regarded him a.s tin 
honest man. 

(a) Charm (b) lx»gic 

(c) Prestidigitation (d) Subterfuge 

30. He should be dismissed from his_remarks 

about his immediate superiors. 

(a) Impeccable (b) Scurrilous 

(r) Critical (d) Laudatory 

31. He was_^and was ready to conform to tlie 

pattern set by his friends. 

(fl) Complacent (b) Compliant 

(r) Determined (d) Intractable 

32. The dcKtor warned him that his_nature made 

him susceptible to a stroke and urged him to curb his 
temper. 

(a) Chronic (h) Chimerical 

(c) Choleric (d) Capricious 

‘ 33. We ask for from ofoers, yet we are nei'er mer¬ 
ciful ourselves. 

(a) Clemency (b) Sincerity 

(c) Culpability (d) Consideration 

34. His thcorim were so t hat few could see what 
he was trying to establish. 

(a) U^cal ‘ (b) Erudite 


(c) Scholarly id) Nebulous 

35. After several_attempts to send die missife 

into space, foe space craft was finwy launched successful¬ 
ly- 

(a) Abortive (b) Difficult 

(c) Preliminary (d) Experim»ita] 

36. His_remarks are often embarrassing because 

of focir frankness. 

(a) Sarcastic (b) Sadistic 

(c) Urbane (d) Ingenuous 

37. Epicureans live for foe_ pf their senses. 

(a) Mortification (b) Gratification 

(c) Removal (d) La.ssitudc 

38. His_directions misled us; we did not know 

which of the two roads to lake. 

(a) Foolish (b) Complicated 

(c) Ambiguous (d) Arbitrary 

Directions: Q. 39. to 41. Choose foe correct answer: 

39. An Excerpt is without proof 

(a) A statement which is accepted as true. 

(h) An extract from a book or writing. 

(f) An exact copy of handwriting. 

(d) None of these 

40. A White Elephant is 

(fl) A useless pos.session which is extremely expen¬ 
sive to upkeep. 

(h) A very talented person 
(f) An English Man 
(d) None of these 

41. To be on the horns cf dilemma 
(a) To be in low spirits 

(h) To be out of sorts 

(c) To be in such a position foat it is difficult to 
choose which course to pursue. 

(d) None of these 

42. Find the odd man out; 

(a) Pig (b) Kingfisher 

(r) Sparrow (d) Nightingale 

43. If GOOD is written as HQRH, how will you write 
DREAM; 

(a) ESFBN (6) ETHER 

(c) EHIPQ (d) ESHDR 

44. If CONSULT is written as OCSNLUT, ADVICE 
will be written as: 

(a) DAIVCE (b) DAVCEl 

(c) DAVICE (d) DAIVEC 

Directions: Q. 45. to 48. In these questions statements 
1 and 2 are followed by crmclusions i and II. Taking the 
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statements tobe truealtiioughthey may app^ratvariance 
with commonly accepted facts, mark <x) against 

(a) Only conclusion I follows 

(b) Only conclusicm n follows 

(c) Both 1 and 11 follow 

(d) Neitiier 1 nor n follows 
Statements: 

45. 1. Only those planets are stars which are far from the 

Sim. 

2. All the planets that are not stars are volcanoes. 
Conclusions: 

I. Volcanoes are near the Sun. 

II. Every planet is eidier a Volcano or a Star. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

46. t. Cities often organise'cleanliness campaigns'. 

2. Such campaigns are never for more than a fortnight. 
Conclusions: 

I. It is only during these fortnights that the cities 
are cleaned. 

II. If cities are cleaned properly during one 
fortnight, tfiey do not get dirty for a considerable 
period of time. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) a (d) □ 

Statemejits: 

47. 1. Some books are dictionaries. 

2. All dictionaries are magazines. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some books are magazines. 

II. All magazines are books. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

48. 1. Children are generally sent for tutorials after their 

school hours. 

2. The tutors charge huge fees for tuition. 

Conclusbns: 

I. School education is not adequate for children. 

II. Parents do not hesitate to spend money where 
career of their children is concerned. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

49. How many numbers amongst the numbers 7 to 41 
are there which are exactly divisible by 9 but not by 3: 

(a) Nil (b) 1 

(c) 2 (d) None of these 

50. No dog can sing, but some dogs can talk. If so, 
then: 

(a) some dogs can sing , 

(b) All dogs can't sing 


(c) AH dogs can't talk 

(d) Data is inadequate 

Directions: Q. 51. to 55. Complete the ^tenc^ alter 
selecting the apt pair of words from the alternatives given 
below: 

51. Something tfiat is_is no t 

(a) trite—boring 

(b) common—cliche 
(f) elastic—resilience 
(d) hackneyed—original 

52. A_statement is a n c omparison. 

(a) sarcastic—unfair 

(b) blatant—overt 

(c) sanguine—inherent 

(d) metaphorical—implied 

53. The collapse of tiie financial empire set up by the 

small group was more than a_; it atfccted millions of 

small_. 

(a) threat—^men 

(b) vision—speculators 

(c) debacle—investors 

(d) disaster—^house-owners. 

54. To_is to try to_an individual. 

(a) gainsay—corrupt 

(b) exhume—bury 

(c) proselytize—convert 

(d) inhibit—^frighten 

55. To be_^is to be without_. 

(a) credulous—gullibility 

(b) considerate—incredibility 

(c) belligerent—^pugnacity 

(d) gullible—skepticism 

Directions: Q. 56. to 60. In each of these questions there 
are two words or numbers to the left of the sign (::) which 
are connected in some way. The same relationship exists 
between the third word and one of the four alternatives 
under it. Find the correct alternative. 

56. Sapling: Tree:: girl: ? 

(a) Woman (b) Mother 

(c) Wife (c) Friend 

57. Procession: Route:: Earth: ? 

(a) Sun (b) Space 

(c) Moon (d) Orbit 

58. Poet: Verse:: Woman: ? 

(a) Ornament (b) Garment 

(c) Husband (d) Child 

59. Peanuts: ^ell:: Letter: ? 

(a) Mail (b) Letterbox 
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(c) Envelope (<0 Stamp 

60. Resignation: Office:: Abdication: ? 

(a) King (b) Throne 

(c) Game (d) House 

61. The relation between Celsius(C) and Fahren- 
heit(F) temperature readings are given by the formula 
C=5/9 (F-32). At what temperature will that c and f read¬ 
ings be identical: 


(a) -60 

(b) -40 

(c) 0 

(d) 24 

62. A student has taken r tests and has an average of 
80x, what must he or she get on the next test to raise the 

average to 82x; 


(fl) 2r-82 

(b) r+82 

(c) 2r+82 

(d) 2r+80 

Directions; Q. 63. to 67. 

In these questions, a 

capitalised word is followed by 4 words or phrases. Select 
the word or phrase most nearly opposite in meaning to the 

capitalised word. 


63, HARMONY: 


(a) Adherence 

(6) Stimulation 

(c) Intonation 

64. CONSUMMATE: 

(d) Conflict 

(a) Compact 

(b) Imperfact 

(c) Bold 

65. INDICT: 

(d) Active 

(a) Exonerate 

(b) Cross-examine 

(c) Prevail 

66. CONCIiAL; 

(d) Respond 

(a) Harvest 

(b) Depose 

(c) Fspoiiso 

67. FRESH: 

(d) Unveil 

(a) Able 

(b) Worn 

(f) Unsuitable 

(d) Untried 

68. In a certain code '6,7,8' 

means 'how are you', '3, 

4, 7' means 'I low is life', and '5, 6, 9' means 'you were 
wonderful', which numeral in that language means 'you': 

(«) 5 

(b) 6 

(c) 7 

(d) 9 

69. Five boys are so standing that they form a circle. 
Ajay is between Ramesh and Dominic. Soloman is to the 
left of Babu. Ramesh is to the left of Soloman. Who is to the 

rigl)tof Ajay: 


. (a) Babu 

(b) Ramesh 

(c) Dominic 

(d) Sdoman 


70. You are in your car, and if you stop short you will 
be hit by a truck behind you. If you dont' stop short, you 
will hit a woman crossing a road. Therefore: 

(a) Pedestrians should keep off the roads 


({)} The truck is going too fast 

(c) You will be hit by die truck, or you will hit the 
woman 

(d) None of these 

71. Hnd die odd option out: 

(a) Cigarette (b) Ggar 

(c) Pipe (d) Bidi 

72. The Independence Day in 1988 was celebrated on 
a Wednesday. On what day was it edebrated in the year 
1989: 


{a) Monday (h) Tuesday 

(c) Friday (d) Thursday 

Directions: Q. 73 and 74. Please indicate from th«* 



73. How many triangles are there in the above figiin>: 
(a) 28 (b) 20 

(c) 16 (d) 24 

. 74. I low many squares an? there in the above figure: 
(fl) 15 (b) 10 

(c) 9 (d) 14 

Directions: Q. 74. to 76. If all the letters from A to / are 
written in reverse order, which letter will be: 

75. In the middle of 15th letter from right and 14th 
from left: 


(a) N (b) O 

(c) P ' (d) M 

76. 4th to the left of 21st from right: 


(rt) W (b) B 

(0 Y (d) E 


77. Read the figure and find out the region ivpte- 
senting persons who are educated and employed but not 
confirmed: 


educated 



employed 


conHimcd 


(a) a.b.c. (b) a.c. 

(c) b.d. (d) a.d.c. 

Directions: Q. 3^. to 82. Choose the word that is op¬ 
posite in meaning to the capitalised word; 

78. PENSIVE 


i 

( 

t 

I 


(a) Written (ft) Admirable 
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(c) 'nK>ughtless 

(cQ Irreverent 

79. ARTIFICE 

(a) Painting 

(f>) Sculptor 

(c) Sncerity 

(d) Duplicity 

80. OPULENCE 

(a) Affluence 

(b) Stock 

(c) Poverty 

(d) Checks 

81. OBSEQUIOUS 

(a) Courteous 

(b) Fawning 

(c) Respectful 

(d) Overbearing 

81 ADAMANT: 

(a) Yielding 

(b) Sickly 

. (c) Hungry 

(d) Cautious 


Directions: Q. 83. to 86. Each of these questions has 
four alternatives out of which one is different from the rest 
three. This alternative is the answer and should be indi¬ 
cated by marking (x) in the appropriate circle in the 
response sheet: 


A B C D 


LJ 

: c 

n 

V 

> < 
A 


Vw/ 

> < 

® 


\iJA 

@ 




/ 

o 

O 

o 

o 

O 

Q 

o 

O 

O 

O 

oOQOo 

\ 


Directions: Q. 87. to 91. In the following questions, two sets of figures, problem figures and answer figures marked A, 
B, C, D have been given. Find out which of the answer figures would fit in place of the question mark in the problem 
figure: 


PROBLEM nCURES ANSWER FIGURES 

A B C D 


A 

□ 

O 

V 
o □ 

□ o A 

0 

□ 

V 




^ r\ 


n 


V \J 


r 


° A 


_ 




\ 

y 

A 

A 

\f 

vL 


• 

n 

n 


• 

LI 
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• 

N. n 

^ □ 


• 

y LJ 

\ 

\ 

X 

\ 
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92. In a certain code 'March' is written as QEVGL, 
how is "June" written in that code: 

(a) NigU (fc) NYRI 

(c) LWPO (d) KVOF 

93. K 'Rifle' is written as IRUOV in a code, what will 
'IFM' mean in that code: 

(a) TEH ib) PEN 

(c) AJR (d) RUN 

Directions: Q. 94. to 98. Select the pair of words that is 
analogous to the given pair of words: 

94. TREE: FOREST 

(a) Dairy : meadow (b) Grass: lawn | 

(c) Flower: garden (d) Frog:pond | 

95. EROSION: ROCKS 

(a) Fatigue; task (b) Fasting: food 

(c) Dissipation: character (d) Forgery ; signature 

96. WINE:GRAPES 

(a) Champagne: raisings (b) Liquor: intoxicating 
(f) Vineyard : winery (d) Vtxika: potatoes 


97. BREAD:OVEN 
(a) Ceramics: kiln 
(c) Iron: furnace 

98. SATEl l .fTE . ORBIT 
(a) Bali. pitcher 


(d) Vtxika: potatoes 

(b) Pottery: wheel 
(d) Cake: stove 

(b) Missile; trajectory 


(c) Moon:phase (d) Rocket:projectile 

99. In a certain code TRAIN is written as GI2IRM, how 
will FIGURE be written in that code: 

(a) USTGKV (b) VTYXTC 

(c) URTFIV (d) VKCTSV 

100. If 'ROSE' is coded as 6821, 'CHAIR' is coded as 
73456 and 'PREACH' is coded as 961473, then what will be 
the code for'SEARCH': 

(a) 246173 (b) 214673 

(c) 214763 (d) 216473 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


Alice 


Betty 


Caroll 


Dorothy 


Edith 
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Th 


X 




x(Ist) V 


1 (d) 


3. (b) 
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5. (c) 
9. {b) 
10. (fc) 


6. (&) 7. (<0 8. (a) 



11. (b) 12. (a) 13. (a) 14. (b) 

15. (a) 16. (a) 17. (b) 18. (d) 

19. (d) ncd/dcn/ncd/dcn... 

20. (b) aaccbb/aaccbb/... 

21. (b) 22. (c) 23. (c) 24. (d) 

25. (b) 

26. (a) The series is n; n + 4; n x 2; n + 4; n x 2... 

27. (d) Go on adding 5; 6; 7; 8... to numbers respectively. 

28. (c) The series has squares of even numbers, 4^; 6^; 8‘; 

10*;12l.. 


29. (d) 

30. (b) 

31. (b) 

32. (c) 

33. (a) 

34. (d) 

35. (c) 

36. (d) 

37. (b) 

38. (c) 

39. (b) 

40. (fl) 

41. (c) 





42. (a) Pig is the only animal among birds. 

43. (b) The gap among letter and its code increases by one. 

44. (d) Make sets of two letters and interchange letters in 

each set. 



46. (b) 

47. (b) 



48. (b) 

49. (a) Every number divisible by 9 is divisible by 3 too. 

50. (c) (only smnc dogs can talk) 

51. (d) 52. (d) 53. (c) 54. (c) 

55. (a) 

56. (a) The relationship is that ofyour^: grown up. 

.57. (d) The relationship—object: its patli. 

58. (d) The creator and the Ihing created relationship. 

59. (c) Inner and outer djjcct relationship. 

60. (b) The relationship is leaving; the place concerned. 


61. (b) 

61 

(c) 

63. (d) 

64. 

(b) 

65. (a) 

66. 

(d) 

67. (b) 

68. 

(b) 

69. (b) The arrangement would be; 




O 0 

o o 
0 


70. (c) 

71. (c) 

72. (d) 

73. (a) 

74. (d) 

75. (a) 

76. (c) 

77. (c) 

78. (c) 

79. (c) 

80. (c) 

81. (d) 

82. («) 





83. (d) In others, all the figures are .similar. 

84. (c) All the others have two circles and two vertical 

lines. 

85. (d) All the others have a bar, this one has line only 

86. (c) In all the others the circles have been arranged 

according to their size. 

For solving questions fivm 87 to 9J. study each item of the 
figure indirridually. 

87. (a) The dot moves along the three points of the tri¬ 

angle anti-clockwise, the cirlce moves right and 
left and comes down .slowly and the square has a 
regular anti-clockwise movement. 

88. (d) The arrow-head shifts right and left, the circle on 

opposite comer and the triangle slides from right 
to left getting inverted alternately 

89. (<i) The arrow-head disappears alternately and then 

appears on the other end. One of the 'V' like figure 
changes direction and the other one appears and 
disappears according to a definite pattern. 

90. (a) The dot descends in three steps, the arrowhead 

goes round anti-clockwise changing direction at 
each step and the square moves along three ptiints 
clockwise. 

91. (d) The arrow-head and small line slide towards o|v 

posite end and the small circle goes from corner to 
corner anti-clockwise. 

92. (b) The code letters are fourth ones in alphalvtical 

order. 

93. (d) The code letters are at the Svime number if (ounied 

from the opposite end, i.r. from 'Z'. 

94. (c) 95. (c) 96. (d) 97. (,»} . 9«. (/.) 

99. (c) Same as question iu>. ^>3. 

100. (b) Each number represejil!. oin; letU-r in ll»e s.hiii' 

order. 
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GENERAL INTEUIGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find out the missing numben 
1. 25; 29; 45; 81;... 



(fl) 162 

(b) 145 

ic) 161 


(d) 134 

(e) 128 


2. 

11; 18; 32;...; 116 




(fl) 64 

(b) 68 

(c) 58 


(d) 60 

(c) 62 


3. 

13; 15; 19;...; 33; 43 




(fl) 25 

(6) 23 

ic) 27 


(d) 21 

(e) 30 


4. 

6; 18; 3; 27;...; 18; 2 




(fl) 29 

(b) 12 

(c) 9 


(</) 30 

(e) 6 


5. 

.3; 4; 6; 8; 9;...; 18; 2 




(fl) 11 

ib) 13 

(0 12 


(d) 15 

(r) 16 


6. 

1;3;...;6;9;9; 16 




(fl) 1 

ib) 2 

(r) 6 


(d) 5 

(c) 4 


7. 

2; 4; 8;...; 32; 64 




(fl) 10 

ib) 12 

(c) 14 


id) 16 

ic) 18 


8. 

5 12 7 




? 10 1 




6 2 16 




(fl) 7 (6) 13 

(c) 11 

(‘^) 10 ie) i: 

9, 

14 5 8 




6 10 11 




7 12 ? 




(fl) 6 ib) 9 

ic) 7 

id) 8 (c) 11 


Find out the missing letter. 


R 

11 

LI 

7 

7 

10 

18 

~K~ 

~21 

C 

16 



(fl) P {b) N (c) H (d) S (e) Q 

Find tile odd-man out:: 


n. (fl) EHG 

ib) JML 

(c) PSR 

• (d) UYX 

(c) TWV 


12. (fl) KJG 

(b) ZYV 

(c) NMK 

(d) FEB 

(e) QPM 


13. (fl) LNJ 

(b) RTP 

(c) NPK 

id) FHD 

(c) WYU 


14. (fl) YXV 

ib) QPM 

ic) KJH 

(d) DCA 

(e) ML] 



15. (a) WYZV {b) HJKG (c) LNOK 

(d) EFHD (c) QSTP 

Questions 16 to 19 are based on the word, 
'RELATIONSHIP. 

16. How many pairs of letters in the word are as far 
from each other as they are in the alphabets: 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 

(d) 3 (e) 4 

17. If all the letters in the word were arranged al¬ 
phabetically which letter would remain at its own place? 

(fl) E (b) I (c) N 

(d) O (e) H 

18. In the above arrangement 'R' would be between; 

(fl) OS (b) OP (c) ST 

(d) PT (e) PS 

19. Which letter in the word is second to tiic right of 
9th letter from end? 

(fl) N (b) t (c) L 

(d) O (e) P 

In questions 20 to 23, a lead word has been given 
followed by 5 words based in some way on the lead- 
word. Find the odd-man out: 


20. MARRIAGE 



(fl) RAGE 

ib) MARE 

ic) RAM 

id) RIG 

(e) RAG 


21. RESTIVE 



(fl) SIEVE 

ib) REST 

(c) TIRE 

id) SITE 

ie) FIVE 


22. MACHINE 



(fl) MATCH 

ib) CHIME 


(c) HUMAN 

(d) MAKE 

ie) NINE 

23. LOUNGE 



(fl) NOSE(ft) LOAN(c) USE 


id) TONE 

(c) LACE 


24. Which letter in 

the alphabets is exactly in the 

middle of 10th letter from left and thirte«ith from the 


right? 

(fl) M (b) L (c) N (d) P 

(el None of these 

25. If we start making sets of five letters in alphabets, 
first from A, tiien from Z and again like that, which letter 
would be left? 

(fl) M (b) P (c) N (d) O 

(e) None of these 

26. How many numbers from 6 to 66 are divisible by 

(fl) 9 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 10 (e) 11 
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Find out die right code letters for letters enclosed in 
box.; 

‘ 27. D I R PTI y 


(a) c 

ib) f 

(c) w 

id) n 

ic) k 

28. Q [D] 
(a) j 

1 E T 
ib) % 

(c) n 

id) c 

ie) X 

29. P R 
(fl) m 

O S E 
(&) k 

(c) 1 

id) z 

(<-’) g 

30. [S] H 
(«) k 

O R T 
ib) n 

W S 

id) m 

ie) b 

31. H A R D 

(a) V (b) b 

ic) m 

(tf) k 

ie) f 

32.[g R 
(«) k 

O U D 
ib) m 

ic) j 

id) f 

ie) 1 


There is a cube with each face 15 x 15 cm. 


33. How many small cubes of 5 x 5 cm. can be cut 
from this big cube? 

(fl) 3 (h) 9 (c) 18 (d) 27 

(c) None of these 

34. If the outer cube is painted blue, how many cubes, 
cut according to question 33, will have no colour? 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 3 

id) 6 ie) 9 

35. How many will have colour on three sides? 

{a) None (b) 4 (c) 6 

id) 8 (c) 12 

Each item in the following questions is represented 
by a circle. On the basis of the relationship among items, 
match the right question with the right set of circles: 

36. dictionary': newspaper: word.s 

A 

37. private firm : office : impressix c 

•000 

38. eyelid : pupil: eye 



39. horse: reptile : pyth<>ii 

u 


40. sweater: shirt: jacket 

■O 

41. In a certain class, each set of 3 students shsres one 
atlas, each dictionary is shared by two itudepis find each 
student has a text book of his own. Jf the toi^l tmtidier of 




these three is 99, how many students are there in the 
class? 

(«) 52 (b) 60 (f) .54 id) 48 

(c) None of these 

Five friends, Anita, Bharti, Chandra, Daishan and 
Edna were married and settled in Agra, Bhuvaneshwar, 
Calcutta, Delhi and Bmakulam. hfat^ the right girl 
with the right place on the basis of facts given below: 

The first letter of the girl's name and the place she 
settled in is not the same. 

Bharti and Darshan do not live at Agra or Emakulam. 
Anita does not live in Calcutta or Bhuvaneshwar. 
Edna does not live at Agra or Calcutta. 

Oarshan docs not live in Calcutta. 

42. Anita (A) Agra 

43. Bharti (B) Bhuvaneshwar 

44. Cliandra (C) Calcutta 

45. Darshan (D) Delhi 

46. Edna ‘(E) Ernakulam 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (6) Go on adding 2^; 4’; 6^; 8* to numbers respectively. 

2. (it) Each next number is double-4 of the prectriingmimber. 

3. (a) Add 2,4,6,8,10,12... to nuinIxTs respectively. 

4. (c) Each alternate number is the pnxluct i>f numbers on its 

right and left. 

5. (c) There are two series, 3,6, y, 12... and 4,8,12... 

6. (f) Again there are two st'ries, 1^; 2^; 3^.. and .3,6,9... 

7. (d) Each number is double of its preceding number. 

8. (li) The total of each line and column is 24. 

9. (d) The total of each line and column is 27, 

10. (a) The numbers above and below the letters match the posi- 

timi of letter in the alphabetical order. 

11. (d) 12. (t) 13. (c) 14. (/>) 

15. <d) 16. (c) (K(,ON,Ht,SP) 

17. (a) 18. (r) 19. (/;} 

20. (c) In all ti;c other words, the order of letters taken to form 

word has not Ix'en changed. 

21. (e) In other words, all the letters are from the lead-word. 

22. (b) In all the utlier words, there is one letter that has not bean 

taken from the lead-word. 

23. (r) Same as above. 

24. (b) 25. (b) 26. (a) 

For answering questions 17 to 32, sort out common letters 
in words and match them with common code letters. 


27. (d) 

28. (a) 

29. (d) 

30. (c) 

31. (c) 

32. (c) 

'33. (d) 

34. (b) 

35. (d) 

36. B 

37. D 

38. A 

39. E 

|C 

41. (c) 

42. E 

43. C 

44-'A 

45. B 

46. D 
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Facts about Science 


Why a straight stick partly im> 
metsed in water appears Mnt? 

A straight stick partly immersed 
in water appears bent on account of 
the phenomenon of refraction ac¬ 
cording to which rays of the light 
coming ht>m the immersedportion of 
the sHck bend away from the normal 
on emerging at the surface of water. 

Why a gram of weight and a 
pound of weight, released simul¬ 
taneously from die top of a tower 
reaches the ground at tne same time? 

This is due to the fad that both 
i weights are falling with the same ac- 
; celeration of 32 fc/sec.^ and having 
been released simultaneously, they 
■ will traverse equal distances in equal 
. lime thus reaching the ground at the 

•j 

same time since li ~ S and g 

being the same in both cases, t must 
be the same. 

Why a thermometer kept in 
boiling water shows no change of 
temperature even when water is 
continuously heated? 

When water is boiling, the imtire 
heal that is being supplied is used in 
converting the state viz., from liquid 
to vapour. This heat becomes latent 
as it increases the average potential 
energy of the molecules only and 
does not affect the transitional energy 
of the molecules, which alone is 
responsible for the rise in tempera¬ 
ture. Hence no change of temperature 
is indicated by the mermometer. 

Why a convex mirror is used by 
the motorist to see the toad behind 
him? 

Due to the formation of minia¬ 
ture size images, a convex mirror has 
a large field of view Consequently, 
the motorist sees a large number of 
objects behind the car simultaneous¬ 
ly. It also avoids reflection of the sun 
‘rays which are diverged and scat¬ 
tered. 

Wh^ an iron nail gains weight 
on rustmg? 

Rusted iron is nothing but iron 
oxide. In fact, iron in the presence of 
moisture absorbs oxygen to form iron 
oxide. Hence on absorption, iron 
gains a weight equal to the amount of 


oxygen consumed. 

What would happ^ if the force 
of gravity were to disappear sud- 
demy? 

The whole universe will collapse 
because all the operations will come 
to a stand-still. One will not be able to 
cat, drink or move. The people will be 
almost in a floating conaition and 
will be thrown away because of the 
centrifugal force due to the rotation 
of the earth. 

Why it is dangerous to allow 
extra passengers on the upper deck 
of a double-decker bus? 

There arc chances of the double- 
decker bus tilting, if the upper deck 
gets over-loaded with passengers. In 
fact, the upper deck and lower deck 
act as a counter-balance to each other 
and secondly, the upper deck has no 
support on top of it. mth extra load 
on the upper deck, the centre of 
gravity or the bus is raised and the 
resulting instability can make the 
vehicle tilt. 

Why a needle sinks in water, 
whereas an iron ship floats on it? 

The specific gravity of a needle 
which is a solid piece of steel, is 
decidedly greater Inan water and it, 
therefore, sinks in water; whereas an 
iron ship is so designed that the total 
weight of water displaced by it is 
greater tiian the weight of th|! ship 
itself. The ship, flierefore, floats by 
the upward thrust of water. 

Why a red neck-tie appears 
black when seen under a blue mer¬ 
cury lamp? 

During daylight, a red neck-tie 
will appear red because it reflects 
only red colour and absorbs all other 
colours. But when blue light from a 
mercury vapour lamp fails on it, it is 
wholly absorbed and no light is 
reflected, as the only component 
which it is capable of reflecting is 
missing. So the neck-tie appears 
black. 

Why hard water does not readi¬ 
ly fonn lather with soap? 

Because hard water contains the 
sulphates and chlorides of Mag¬ 
nesium and Caldum, which form in¬ 
soluble compounds with soap, and 
therefore, soap does not give lather 


easily with hard water. 

Why it is easier to lift a heavy 
stone when under water than in ai^ 

Archimedes' principle states that 
a body, when immersed either whol¬ 
ly or partially in a liquid at rest, loses 
weight equivalent to the weight of 
the liquid displaced. It is, therefore, 
easier to lift a heavy stone when 
under water flian in air. 

Give scientific reasons as to 
why a clinical thennometer should 
not be dipped in boiling water? 

A clinical thermometer is an ordi¬ 
nary Fahrenheit thermometer, 
calibrated from 95‘*F to 110®F, 
whereas boiling water usually ac¬ 
quires a temperature of more than 
]00“Cor212‘’Finwater. 

It is, therefore, dangerous to dip 
a clinical thermometer in boiling 
water because it is difficult fc» il to 
accommodate such high tempera¬ 
ture, as a result of which it might 
burst. 

A green leaf appears green in 
daylight but looks dark in ted light 
Why IS it so? 

During daylight, a green leaf ap¬ 
pears green because out of all the con¬ 
stituents of white light, it reflects 
green only, all other colours being ab¬ 
sorbed. But when red light falls on it, 
it is ail absorbed and hence the green 
leaf reflects none and looks dark. 

Why it is more difficult to cook 
on a high mountain than on the 
plains? 

Because of low atmospheric pres¬ 
sure on a high mountain-top water 
boils at a lower temperature than 
100“C. Hence it takes longer to cook 
on a high mountain than in the 
plains. 

Why the outer surface of a glass 
containing iced water becomes wet? 

. A tumbler containing cold water 
cools the air near it so that a film of 
moisture is deposited on the outside 
of the tumbler by the condensation of 
water vapours present in the air. 

Why the curved track of a train 
is banked on the outside? 

The curved track of a train is 
banked on the outside with a view to 
provide the necessary centripetal 
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force which enables tlie fast moving 
train to move round flie curve, lean¬ 
ing inward. 

Why it is more difficult to 
breathe on mountains than on 
plains? 

On the mountains the density of 
air is much less than in the plains and 
so the oxygen content volume for 
volume is reduced considerably. 
During the act of breathing, a definite 
supply of oxygen is needed per 
breath which being deficient breath¬ 
ing becomes difficult. 

Why cloudy nights are warmer 
than clear nights? 

Cloudy nights are warmer than 
clear nights because clouds prevent 
radiation of heat from the ground 
and air. 

Explain why it is generally 
wanner in lower latitudes than in 
higher ones. 

The rays of the sun fall vertically 
at the lower latitude Lc., at the places 
near the Equator. As we go towards 
upper latitudes u'.. at the Poles 
(towards North Pole or South Pole) 
the rays of the sun gradually become 
more and more slanting. That is why 
it is generally warmer in lower 
latituaes than in higher ones. 

Why the lunar eclipse occurs 
only at full moon but not every full 
moon? 

The lunar eclipse occurs only 
when the moon is full and is near one 
of its nodes which does not occur 
every full mexjn. 

A solar eclipse can occur only on 
a new moon day. Why? 

Solar eclipse is due to the full 
moon coming in between the sun and 
the earth, and hence it is natural that 
it should be a new moon day. 

Why mountains are cooler than 
plains? 

Because (r) the air of the moun¬ 
tains is rarer than tliat of the plains 
and contains fewer dust particles. 
The air on the mountains absorbs less 
heat than the air on the plains, (/'/) The 
heat absorbed during tne day on the 
mountains radiates very quickly at 
night owing to the rar/li/ of the air 
and nights on the mountains are 
cooler, (//■/) due to uneven surface 
of the mountains, the major por¬ 
tion always remains in the shade. 
The sun does not heat much of the 
land W'hich may heat the air. 


Where days and nights are 
equal throughout the year and 
why? 

Days and nights are equal 
throughout the year at the Equator. 
During the course of the earth's 
revolution round the sun, vme half of 
the Equator is always in the light and 
the otner half is in the dark w., the 
circle of illumination always cuts the 
Equator into equal parts. 

Where days and nights are 
longer in the year? 

Umgest day : 21st June. Longest 
night: 22nd December (in Northern 
hemisphere). 

What is the difference between 
a star and a planet? 

Star is the name given to a fixed 
celestial bodj' wliich has its own light 
whereas Planet is the name given to a 
celestial body which revolves round 
the sun in elliptical (regular oval 
shape) t)rbit. A planet has no light of 
its own but it reflects light of the sun. 

Indicate the importance of (/) 
calcium and (ii) iron for our body. 

(/) Calcium; It is an essential 
constituent of bones and teeth. Our 
bcxl)' needs calcium for good posture, 
stronger bones and teeth, normal 
nerve action, rhythmic heart, good 
nails. Consequences of insufficient 
calcium arc: bad posture, tooth decay, 
brittle bones, nervousness, cramps, 
nervous heart, nervous headaches. 

(») Iron: Our body needs iron • 
for a rosy complexion, more pep, bet¬ 
ter momor)', warmer hands and feet. 
Coivsequences of insufficient iron are; 
anaemia, tiredness, forgetfulness, 
lack of endurance. 

The.st* minerals are just as impor¬ 
tant to a healthy and longer life as 
vitamins. 

Ot/wr minerals inifiortant for our lx>dy 

Phosphorus: for building and 
maintaining gcK)d bones and teeth, 
for ail glandular .secretions, for vital 
cniTgy. Consequences of insufficient 
phosphorus are: tooth dcxray, suscep¬ 
tibility to pyorrhoea, easily broken 
bones. 

Iodine: for more stamina, greater 
endurance, healthy thyroid gland, 
keeping slim. Consequences of insuf¬ 
ficient iodine are; goitre, overweight, 
tiredness, menopausal difficulties, 
mental depression. 

What are the serious consequen¬ 
ces of protein deficiency? Mention 


some important new sources of 
protein. 

What are pioteitts? Why are liie^ 
essential for ttie maintenance of life 
and health? 

Proteins are the main chemical 
substances of living matter. They are 
a part of every living cell and are 
found in all animals and plants. Lean 
meat, fish and eggs are almost entire¬ 
ly protcias. Proteins occur in struc¬ 
tural matter as bones, tendons, skin, 
hair, and hoof, and in some vitamins 
and hormones. Their composition 
varies with the source, but all 
proteins are basically constructed of 
carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and 
nitrogen and some contain sulphur, 
phosphorus and iron (haemoglobin). 
Their importance in the maintenance 
of life and health is due to the fact that 
nitrogenous matter is absolutely es¬ 
sential to the building up of new flesh 
and tLssues in a growing child and in 
order to replace nitrogen eliminated 
bv the body proces.scs by persons of 
all ages, some .sort of protein must 
form part of our diet. 

Protein deficiency can thus lead 
to serious consequences as prt'teins 
are neressary to replace the parts of 
the body, which is largely a protein 
structure, when they betome run¬ 
down. Proteins are a biological neces¬ 
sity; one could live even on a diet of 
nothing but pn^tein, but not on a diet 
of fat or sugar. 

New Sources of Protein: Till 
recently the most prolifii source of 

E roteins had been fish-meal and .so^'a 
eans. In Western Europe nearly 5 
million tonnes of proteins were being 
extracted from these sources. But 
towards the end of 1%9, it was 
reported that methods had been 
evolved to extract edible protein jel¬ 
lies from mineral oils. A major British 
oil firm, British Petroleum, was 
reported to be .setting up a subsidiary 
to manufacture cheese from 
petroleum on a commercial scale in 
Scotland and Prance. It was claimed 
that the new product could easily 
replace fish meals and soya beans be¬ 
cause as against a 50 per cent protein 
content in the latter, it had 65 per cent, 
and was also much cheaper as it was 
made from inexpensive oy-products 
obtained while refining petroleum. 
Besides fermented protein flakes 
were also reported to have been 
produced h'om natural gas. 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD NO. 13 



ACROSS 

1. First naino the first Fiiropt'an to visit China (3). 

5. World's soconii highest mountain (2). 

6. Firstnanioof authorof Ain-i-Akbari (4). ! 

7. Famous biK>k. by A U'x Ha lev (S). j 

8. Form of Buddhism widely adopted in japan (3). I 

is Art haeologicai porit)d following bronze age 

(4). ' 

11. Round pigmented membrane in front of eye, between 
cornea and lens (4). 

13. Centre for ad\ anced Itxrhnologv situated in this city 
ofM.I’{6). 

16. Capital of Jordan (5). i 

18. Stage drama in which singing largely or totally takes j 
place of speech (5). 

21. Soft metallic element unaffected by water or air at 
normal temperatures (3). 

22. Abbrt>viation for this substance that effects the ozone 
* layer of earth (1,1,1). 

23; Major mountain sy.stem of South America (5)._ 


DOWN 

1. German philo.sopher. Author of Das Kapital (4). 

2. Earth summit was held here (3). 

3. Fertile area in a desert (5). 

4. Combat sport developed in Japan (4). 

5. Capital of Ukraine (4). 

10. In astronom)', point on celestial .sphere directly op- 
po.site zenith (5) 

12. Founder of Bhakti movement (7). 

13. First name of the great Rus.sian writer Tolstoy (3). 

14. Sea of N. Europe bordered by Denmark, Germany, 
Poland, Sweden and Finland (6). 

17. Member of a tribe of people having no permanent 
home (5). 

Pf. Famous valcano of I taly (4). 

20. Reacts with base to form salts (4). 

(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 13 will appear in 
_ _June '94 issue) 


Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 12 


Across-. l.Cauca.sus 6. Acid 9. Macao 10. Nile ll. Aden 12. Rye 16. Pi 17. Dakar 18. Oak 19. Meir 20. 
Seal 21. Echo 22. Ohm. 


Doion: 1, Cameo 2. Ulcer 3. Cathode 4. Sona 5. Bile 7 Cider 8. Denmark 13. Yiddish 14. Glacier 15. Siam 

18. Oslo. 
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Hatred 

O NE of the most powerful human 
emotions^ hatred is capable of 
devastating personality beyond 
"repair". The reason is simple: it al¬ 
ways finds a mark to ^oot at, and a 
pretence to fire. 

It is the hall-mark of a narrow 
mind which revels by feasting on its 
bitterness and makes it the corner¬ 
stone of petty tyrannies. 

Henry More has aptly said, "If I 
wanted to punish an enemy it should 
be my fa.stening on him the trouble of 
constantly hating somebody." 

The sad fact is that we inflict this 
punishment on ourselves and thus 
sink beneath those we hate. The self- 
inflicted torment rages inside us. It 
makes us fume. We go on consuming 
our vital resources under the illusion 
that we are "injuring" or "harming" 
the hated one. In fact, there Is a slow, 
smouldering fire inside us which 
reduces our personality to a "heap of 
ashes". 

Psychological theories about per¬ 
sonality assert that we have immense 
drive of hate which leads to destruc¬ 
tion. No person is without it, yet no 
person can become mature without 
learning to control it. 

You learn to centred this hostile 
drive just as you learn to control 
other harmful impulses—usually in 
the process of growing up that is be¬ 
coming mature. 

The emotionally mature per¬ 
sonality has learned to turn the ener¬ 
gy derived from his hostile instincts 
into creative and constructive outlets. 
This is sublimation—the turning of 
destructive and hostile energy into 
socially approved activities. 

Cruelty, selfishness, stinginess, 
cheating, prejudice, discrimination, 
dishonesty, and many other forms in 
which hate manifests itself can be 
eliminated if it is controlled. 


PEfSONAUTY DEVELORMEMT 


: Heart’s Madness 


The ideals of human culture 
spring from the desire to curb the 
destructive instincts. That is why so 
much stress is laid on tolerance, 
mercy, compassion and considera¬ 
tion for others. The concept of equal 
opportunity to everyone is also based 
on this. 

We do try to curb hate. Its primi¬ 
tive and pimitive nature, however, 
comes to the surface in time of acute 
fits, akin to madness, when we try to 
destroy the‘enemy's achievements 
and the enemy. 

Since it is an inverted emotion, it 
finds victims even in the family. Shat¬ 
tered marriages, broken family 
relatioruihips and bitterness among 
friends and colleagues are, in a fair 
measure, attributable to hatred. 

Even on a large scale, hate begins 
in the mind of the individual. Wars 
begin in the minds of men. It is our 
responsibility, therefore, to nip it in 
the bud. Or it inevitably takes its toll¬ 
like a jungle fire which begins with a 
tiny spark. 

It is important for you to try to 
recognise the nature of your own hos¬ 
tile expressions, to accept the fact that 
they are there, and to find ways of 
turning them into constructive and 
socially approved outlets. 

Sometimes we turn hate upon our¬ 
selves. The youthful, immature boy 
and girl who "sign" a joint suicide pact 
and end their life belong to this 
category. The man who whips his own 
self for some wrong done ditto. 

We are rude and insolent toward 
a friend and feel guilty. Some people 
show this by an attitude of self¬ 
defeatism which is a way of constant¬ 
ly punishing tiiemselves. 

They use various devices. They 
punish themselves by taking easy, 
giving up easily, and procrastination. 
Often by not even making an effort. A 
lack of self-confidence and self¬ 


respect are ways of turning the hos¬ 
tile drive upon oneself. ' 

Then, there are other ways in 
which immature people handicap 
themselves. Some people drive them¬ 
selves too hard, while otiiens neglect 
themselves physically or abuse their 
system. 

The home is an experimental 
testing ground. In a good home, there 
is tolerance and imderstanding. But 
the fact that the home is a testing 
ground is no excuse for the hate in 
dt.sguise so commonly expressed be¬ 
tween parents and children. Or other 
members of the family. 

Various members of the fantily 
use devious ways in which they try to 
get even with one another. There is 
evidence of hostility when, for ex¬ 
ample, the mother is too busy 
socialising or when youngsters do 
not act responsibly, neglect tiieir 
rooms or di.sobcy parents. 

Hate takes the form of nagging or 
irrational demanding, obstinacy or 
outright refusal to assume respon¬ 
sibility. Neglect, thoughtlessness, 
partiality, or forgetfulness, are other 
manifestations. 

Hatred and sclfishes are twins. 
There are a large number of adult 
men and women who are emotional¬ 
ly immature and motivated only by 
the selfish attitude of "what's in it for 
me?" 

The self-centred derive satisfac¬ 
tion in getting away with all tiiey can. 
They use "sifarish" to get something 
they do not deserve, squeezing the 
poor fellow out of the queue or unfair 
use of authority of power. They are all 
ugly forms of hatred for norms, man¬ 
ners, decency and courtesy—all 
negative aspects of personality. 

When hostile feelings are bottled 
up, and are not expressed in con¬ 
structive activity, they create tension 
and are converted into physical 
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symptoms. Mental breakdown is 
common. Hiat is why outlets through 
which hostile ener^ is channell^ 
into constructive uses are a must be¬ 
cause we hnd opportunities to ex¬ 
press our anger in . constructive and 
healthy ways. 

The psychiatrist who advises his 
hate-strickm "patient" to punch a 
dummy of his "enemy" is not resort¬ 
ing to gimmickery, but to a sound 
philosophy of mental well-heing. 

Gyms and sports are a big help. 
So are classes in art, music, painting 
etc. Creating things—handwork of 
all types provide ways to express our 
feelings. 

They are powerful sublimating 
forces because they enable us to 
"build" instead of "destroying" 
something. 

Activities which require physical 
exertion are equally useful. Think 
how many athletic games include the 
idea of winning, of beating someone. 
In many instances, the entire game 


centres around hitting, kicking, or 
throwing. 

There is another element as im¬ 
portant as the release of hostile im¬ 
pulses. That is the element of 
satisfaction. No matter what the out¬ 
let is, if it is to serve its purpose as an 
outlet, it must also bring satisfaction. 

Many jobs bring us genuine satis¬ 
faction. This is as it should be; we 
spend so many hours each day on a 

that we need to get satisfaction 
from it. 

There is a proportional relation¬ 
ship between the time and energy we 
can give in a job and the satisfaction 
we mast receive. 

When we have reached the limit 
of our giving, job satisfaction begins 
to disappear. The work becomes 
drudgeiy’ and efficiency goes down. 
Yet, we need to have job satisfac¬ 
tion—not only to perform well at that 
job but also to maintain our own 
mental health. 

That when work does not give 


enough satisfaction, we can profit 
from the refuelling opportunities 
provided in creative, recreational, or 
cultural activities. 

Nobody can say, "Cut out hatred 
from your value-system." This is like a 
prof^icHial photographer asking you 
to "sntile please" b^re he clicks. 

The most inqaortant thing is to 
impress upon yoursdf that you have 
negative aspects and destructive 
emotions. Believe in yourself that 
these can be replaced with positive 
and constructive ones. 

It is fine if you frown won 
hypocrisy, injustice and cant. Even 
then it is better to frown up "Vice" 
than the person because hatred is a 
toxin which runs in your system and 
makes you sore and ill at ease. 

William James, the father of 
modern psychology, says, "One 
the most wonderful discoveries of 
our age is that you can change your 
personality by changing your think¬ 
ing" 
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The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. Name the book written by a 
Pakistani author which sacks to 
denigrate the Sikh Gurus? 

Ans. Tchri-kc-Mujahid written 
by Mr Sadiq Mussain. 

Q. What amount of stcei was ex¬ 
ported by India in 1993-94? 

Ans. 2.3 million tonnes. In 1993- 
94 India became'a net exporter of 
steel for the first time. 

Q. Name the first countr)' in the 
world with which India has signed 
an agreement to protvjote and protect 
in\'estments? 

Ans. Britain. 

Q. Who is the director of film 
Muliafu (in Cuskxly)? 

Ans. Ismail Merchant. 

Q. Which head of the State is 
linked with the Whitewater affair? 

Ans. I’resident Bill Clinton of 
USA. 

Q. At which place in England is 
the memorial of Magna Carta 
situated? Why was it in the news 
recently? 

Ans. Runny made. Prime Mini¬ 
ster P.V. Narasimlui, during his visit 
to Britain in March, 1994, had 
planted an English Oak tree sapling 
at the memorial. A stone was laid to 
commemorate the visit to the sight. 
Thus, India became the second 
country after America to be as¬ 
sociated with the home of Magna 
Carta. 

Magna Carta was the first docu¬ 
ment to put the English monarchy 
under the rule of law. It is the root of 
modern democracy. 

Q. Name the only Indian 
magazine that is exclusively on In¬ 
dian music, dance and drama. 

An5.Sruti. 


Q. Name the country which 
recently became the 117th member of 
GATT? 

Ans. The United Arab Emirates 
(UAIi). It is the third Arab country, 
after Kuwait and Bahrain, to be ac¬ 
cepted as a GATT member. 

Q. Name Imlia’s first low speed 
and privately produced multi-role 
aircraft? 

Ans. Observer. 

Q. According to the advance es¬ 
timates of the economic growth of 
India, what per cent rise was 
recorded in GDP in 1993-94? 

Ans. 3.8 per cent. The real per 
capita income recorded 1.8 per cent 
growth. 

Q, What is 'Trade Point'? 

Ans. Trade Point is part of a 
worldwide electronic data network 
being set up by the United Nations 
Confeience on Trade and dex'olop- 
ment (UNCTAD), as part of its spe¬ 
cial programme tilled "Tiade 
Efficiency Initiative". This will com¬ 
plement the Electronic l.9ata Inter¬ 
change (EDI) programme, which 
will be launched by the Indian 
Government. 

The first 'Trade Point' in India 
will be opened in New Delhi. It is 
expected to revolutionise the 
availabilit) of global foreign trade 
information to industry and ex¬ 
porters and enhance trade oppor¬ 
tunities multi-fold. 

Q. Name the three Indian 
bowlers who have twice claimed five 
wickets in one-day international 
cricket? 

Ans. K. Srikanth, JavagalSrinath 
and Anil Kumblo. 

Q. What was the purpose behind 
organising the 5000-km long "Save 


the Child" yatra? 

Ans. To generate the will for 
political and social action to eradi¬ 
cate child labour by 2000 A.D. It has 
been organi.sed by the South Asian 
Coalition on Child Servitude 
(SACCS). 

Q. What amount of exports were 
recorded in the first 11 months 
(.'Vpril-February) of 199.3-94? 

Ans. $ 19.8 billion, up 21 percent 
over the corresponding peritxl of the 
previous financial year. Imports on 
the other hand gmw by only 1.8 per 
cent to S 20.3 billion. Thus the trade 
deficit stwd at $ .‘'00 million, against 
the gap of $ 3.3 billion during pre¬ 
vious year. 

Q. From April 2, 1994 a new 
Rajdhani Express was introduced 
between Delhi and whiclt city of 
India? 

Ans. Bhubaneswar. 

Q. Wliat wen’ India's foreign ex¬ 
change re.serves at the end of March, 
1994? 

Ans. $ 15 billion. In the end of 
March 1993 the figure was $ 6.4 bil¬ 
lion. 

Q. Name the director of the 
megaserial on Doordarsjian, Chan- 
darkanta? 

Ans. Nirja Guleri. The serial is 
ba.sed on a nineteenth century novel 
by 13evki Nandan Khatri. 

Q. What amount of foreign ex¬ 
change was earned by the tourism 
industry in 1993-94? 

Ans. Rs 4,573 crore. In 1992-93 
the figure was Rs 3,990 crore. 

Q. On what day is the World 
Health Day celebrated? 

Ans. April 7. 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. amnesty, (a) Compensation (b) pardon 
(c) punishment (d) promotion. 

2. buccaneer (a) unscrupulous (b) donor 

(c) volunteer (d) selfless. 

3. cissy/sissy: (<i) land (b) sweet (c) cowardly 

(d) heroic. 

4. disarray; {a) poverty (b) disease (c) devotion 
(d) confusion. 

5. endemic: (a) happening (regularly) (b) working 
(overtime) (c) getting up (iwly) (a) praying (silently). 

6. fiefdom; (a) nationality (b) estate (c) fort 
(d) permission. 

7. gumption: (a) initiative (b) intrigue 

(c) programnie (d) production. 

8. higgledly-piggledly: (a) unfriendly (b) indif¬ 
ferently (c) disorderly (d) quietly. 

9. impassive: (a) thoughtful (b) calm (c) lazy 

(d) smart 

10. judder: («) jump (up) (fc) shake (violently) (c) 
massage (gently) (d) arrive (late). 

11. logjam: («) compromise (b) investment 
(f) economy (d) deadlock. 

12. melee: (a) mixture (b) collection (c) exhibition 
(d) confusion. 

13. nervy: (a) creative (b) constructive (c) uneasy 
(d) sccrcti\'e. 

14. offbeat: {«) unorthodox (b) conservative 

(c) evolutionary (d) historical. 

15. proliferate; (a) improve (h) spread (c) discover 

(d) invent 

16. query: (ii) excrlcment (/>) courtesy (c) enmity 
(d) question. 

17. recondite; (tf) transparent (1>) mysterious (c) in- 
spiring (d) ugly. 

18. schi.sm: (n) migration (b) debate (c) division 
(d) office. 

19. testament: (ii) will (/.') witness (c) litigation 
(d) trial. 

20. unseemly: (a) excellent (l>) improper (c) sub¬ 
lime (d) arrogant. 


ANSWERS 

1. amnesty: (b) pardon. 

—Such under-trials as have spent more than ten years 
in jail without trial have been given general aiiiiu’sli/ by the 
new government. 

2. buccaneen (a) unscrupulous, reckless, pirate. 

—The natural habit of wild life has become the hunt¬ 
ing ground of many a buccmecr. 

3. cissy/sissy: (c) cowardly, effeminate. 

—The whispers of some cis$ics present in the meeting 
created a difficult situation for the organisers. 

4. disarray: (d) confu.sion, disorder. 

—People were in complete disarray when they were 
ordered to vacate their house and leave the town. 


5. endemic: (a) happening (regularly). 

—^In developing countries complaints about police 
excesses are endemic. 

6. fiefdom: (b) estate, landed property. 

—^The situation becomes absurd when a powerful 
politician .starts treating the State as his personal fiefdam. 

7. gumption: (a) initiative, common sense. 

—F’ew radical thinkers in the West have had the sumb- 
iion to ask their compatriots to reduce their living standarcis. 

8. higgledly-piggledly: (c) mixed up, disorderly. 

—Files were scattered (all) hiuy;ledly~pi<f^li;dly about 
the cdficc. 

9. impassive: (b) calm. 

—An impassive expression of resignation to fate was 
writ large on his face when cross-examined in the court. 

10. judden (b) .shake (violently). 

—Due to all-pervasive darkness, the plane missed the 
run-way and juddered before coming to a halt. 

11. logjam: (d) dead-lock. 

—The best w'ay to overcome any logjam in human/so- 
cinl relations is to blend the different social forces like in 
the old days. 

12. melee: (d) confusion, disorder. 

—In panic people started running into each other and 
in the resultant meliv, some precious li\'es were iewt. 

13. nervy: (t) uneasy, excitable. 

—We tend to become quite nervy when we are made 
to wait for a train/bus for inordinate delays. 

14. offbeat: («) unorthodox, unfamiliar, queer. 

—Somii of the offbeat (art) films produced in the seven¬ 
ties failed to click at the box-office. 

1.5. proliferate: (b) spread, multiply. 

—In less than a decade, coaching academies have 
proliferated in the tow'n. 

16. query: (d) question, doubt. 

—Tlw Commission's report on caste riots have raised 
.several important ijuerics on llie mental health of the polity. 

17. recondite: (b) obscure, mysterious, secret. 

—Quito a few writers at home and abroad, are trying 
to deal with rccaiultle subjects that are little know'n or 
undersUXKl. 

18. schism: (c) division, split, faction. 

—Our fragile national/scKial fabric is more prone to 
schism than to unity/harmony, for which we should (all) 
ftvl concerned. 

19. testament: (a) will. 

—The last testament of Nehru was a sincere tribute to 
bis faith in India, her people and heritage. 

20. unseemly: (b) unbecoming, improper, indecent. 

—Sometimes the .standard of debates or the use of 
language in our legislatures become quite tmsmnly. 
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READERS’ 

USA, INDIA AND NPT 

Jn India USA sees an 
emerging super power. And, 
it cannot tolerate this fact. 
With the tools such as NPT, 
human rights, etc it is trying 
to stop the emerging super 
powers to become 
economically and otherwise 
strong. The main aim is to 
ensure that its monopoly 
over tfie Super Potaer Stattis 
remains. India has to act 
strong and tough and defeat 
all designs of USA to 
prevent India becoming 
powerful. 

Deepak Narain 

Bhavmgar 

There is a .strong 
evidence that Pakistan is in 
possession ofatleast 12 
nuclear bombs. This 
situation would not have 
emerged had USA not 
ignored the developments, 
over the years, for the sake of 
its own narrow interests. 
Today, USA has no moral 
right to compel India to sign 
NPT or put a cap on its 
nuclear and missile 
programme. Under present 
circumstances India can only 
became a party to NPT if it 
is non-discriminatory. The 
USA naist realise that NPT 
in present form is not in 
India's interest. 

Sushanto Sarkar 
Patna 

Nuclear arsenals in the 
hands of countries like 
Pakistan and North Korea 
can lead to a very dangerous 
situation. Under the 
circumstances India will 
jeopardise its security if it 
signs the NPT in the present 
format. The need of the hour 
is that the NPT should be 
re-drafted to make it 
applicable on all nations 
equally. That is the only way 
to save this tvorld from a 
nuclear holocaust. USA must 


FORUM 

understand this! 

Qamal Javed 

Nm> Delhi 

If the fear of nuclear 
conflict looms large over the 
Indian sub-continent, the 
blame can certainly be put 
on the policies adopted by 
USA over past few years. 

Had it not ignored 
Pakistan's moves to acquire 
nuclear arsenal, during the 
Afghan war, Pakistan would 
never have been able to make 
a nuclear bomb. 

As long as USA and 
Pakistan don't change thnr 
policies of destabilising 


India, India cannot afford 
to sign any treaty for 
reduction or elimination of 
nuclear weapons, missiles, 
etc. 

Saumitra Mohan 

Patna 

CRIME-POLITICS NEXUS 
Tlte craze for poxoer and 
money has bl^ded the vision 
of today's politician. Today's 
politicians are after their 
own personal gains at the 
cost of the peofde and the 
country. 

It is hoped that the 
politicians realise that 
criminalisation of politics 
is not going to lead either 
them or the country 
anywhere. In such a 
situation both will he the 


LltliRS _ 

laosers in long run. 

Satis Dalta 

Durf^pur 

REUOION AND POUTICS 

There is a saying "we 
may not be interested in 
politics but politics is 
interested in us". Same goes 
for religion too. Religion is 
the way to right path. We 
cannot shun religion just 
because some leaders exploit 
it. As we cannot throiv out 
politics, because today's 
politicians are bad, similarly 
we cannot ihrozv out religion 
because some religious 
leaders are bad. The need is 
to root out the weed of 
corruption, exploitation and 
unethical and immoral 
leaders. Instead of throwing 


out religion we have to 
throw out the people who 
bring bad name to it. 

CpI M.R. Alam 

Barnalii, Punjab 

ASNUBTOSESHAN 

There has been a 
tradition to silence the 
great men. The recent 
moves against Mr Seshan 
are not surprising. By 
becoming strict with the 
politicians and by trying 
to discipline them, Mr 
Seshan is doing a job that 
the entire nation was 
looking forward to. 

No doubt Mr Seshan did 
cross his limits at times. The 
snub, I feel, should be token 
in the right spirit and not as 
a verdict against his 


HARD WORK & SUCCESS 

I am 41 years old. I have successfully completed the 
Associate Examination of the Indian Institute of Bankers, 
recently. It is one of the toughest competitive examinations 
of india. i am mentioning all this to convey to the readers of 
CM that hard work pays dividend sooner or later. Success is 
a combination of luck and hard work. But luck will not bear 
fmit without hard work. And yes, one should not get 
disappointed if success eludes you despite hard work. 
Continue to strive for your goals. Sooner or later success 
will come. 

B.K. Sarangi 

Bbadrak, Orissa 


righteous actions. 

Lokesh Kumar Sii^h 

New Delhi 

Mr Seshan has launched 
a crusade to clean the 
politics and discipline the 
politicians who had started 
to make a mockery of the 
democratic system. In doing 
so he did cross the limits at 
times. The snub by the 
Supreme Court was to 
remind Mr Seshan of his 
limits and to ensure that too 
much power is not allowed 
in one. person's hand. The 
strictures by the apex court 
should certainly not be taken 
as a verdict against the 
efforts of Mr Seshan to 
cleanse the Indian politics. 

Rajnish Kalra 
Chandigarh 

The laws and rules to 
ensure clean politics ivere 
always there. But. till date no 
tnw shotoed the courage to 
impose them strictly. Mr Seshan 
has been brave enoujfh fo launch 
a crusade against dirty politics. 
And, the whole mtion is behind 
him. While he dcsen.'cs to be 
encouraged to conthmc his 
crusade, at the smne titm‘ it is to 
he cnsimd that he does not cross 
his limits. The smib by the 
Supn’me Court has to he taken 
in this spirit. 

A.K. Sundaram 

Coimbatore 

CM FEATURES 

Thanks for re-starting 
the crosswords feature. 

Indeed it helps us to improve 
our General Knowledge. 

Rajeev Yadav 
Bikaner 

Every feature of CM is 
classic, especially Debate 
and Personality 
Development. 

Sujeet Mishra 

MotUmri 

CM is packed with 
highly ust^il material to 
make the reader succeed in 
his career aspirations. Please 
keepitupl 

AjayV.Pali] 

Telhara, Maharashtra 
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vent of the 
Century 


T he multi'raciai election held in South Africa 
recently marked a dramatic switch h'om utter 
ruthlessness to full democracy, from 
downright injustice to patent justice and from sheer 
cruelty to long overdue equality. Over 22 million 
native Blacks exercised tiieir right of vote for the 
first time in their life, heralding the dawn of a new 
era of freedom for which they had struggled . 
patiently and yet do^edly to end the atrocious 
system of apartheid. The massive verdict against the 
White rule struck the final nail in the coffin of the 
universally condemn«l practices associated with 
persistent domination oi Whites over Blacks. 
Undeniably, the changeover was historic; in fact, 
only a few years ago not many believed that such a 
revolutionary transformation would come about 
soon. Worldwide cooperation, a climbdown by the 
arrogant Whites from a high perch to humanism 
and ^und realities made the dawn of democracy 
possible. The credit goes to all the parties concerned, 
mostly to the people but also to the leadership, 
including those, notably former President P.W. de 
Klerk who rightly turned down the rigid postures of 
the reactionaries and earnestly backed the just cause 
of the Blacks. 

The entire process of elections and of the 
transition to democracy had several notable 
features. First, it was mostly peaceful and free from 
the massive bloodshed which was feared by 
outsiders as well as the ethnic and tribal leaders of 
that "Dark Continent". In that respect the South 
African illiterate natives scored over the Indian 
people—^Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs—^who shed 
streams of blood and suffered the unforgettable 
pai^ of partition in 1947. There were only a few 
incidents of lawlessness and the loss of life in 
internal violence during the occasion was 
insignificant, even though the turnout of voters was 
very large. Second, the independent Electoral 
Commission performed its duties faithfully and 
fully justified its existence. It stepp^ in only when 
action on its part became necessa^. Fortunately, 
there was no Seshan-like meddler to interfere 
needlessly. Third, secrecy of the ballot was well 
maintained. There were some irregularities, it is 
true, but these were relatively unimportanf, and the 
elections were fair and free—a real credit>mark for 
the distinctly poor, ignorant South Africa. 


For Nelson Mandela the assumption of office as 
the country's first black President after an 
impressive victory early in May was a moment of 
sheer triumph, pride and glory. For a quarter of a 
century and more he was in prison, ^om of all 
rights and deprived of the basic privileges which 
every human being is entitled to enjoy. Mr F.W. de 
Klerk himself admitted that Mr Mandela had 
"walked a long road and now stood at the top of the 
hill". The totally artificial hill was of the racial 
minority's maldng and the former President was for 
years a vital part of the domination process. Good 
sense dawned on him and he deserves full marks for 
facilitating the new structure of democracy and 
equality for which the countless millions of blacks 
struggled for years on end. 

An ordinary mortal would perhaps have been 
justified in meting out punishment to the Whites for 
their inhuman crimes against the Blacks over the 
past few decades, but Nelson Mandela, the leader of 
the new democratic country of South Africa, is made 
of nobler stuff. He is not seeking revenge but 
reconciliation and consensus. He has held out high 
hopes of all-round co-operation, with no hints of a 
confrontation. All minorities, he has assured, will be 
treated in a just manner. What is more, the Whites 
have been given a share of the authority which they 
wielded for so long. Mr F.W. de Klerk has been 
given high executive powers so that the country will 
benefit from his administrative experience and the 
goodwill of a large section of the White would be 
won. 

What the re-bom South Africa urgently needs is 
economic development and rapid strides ail round, 
not revenge for the numerous misdeeds of its 
former rulers. According to eye-witnesses, the sight 
of Blacks and Whites standing side by side along 
with the Blacks for hours together to cast their votes 
wittumt any filings of. hate or rancour, was really 
moving. "We are building a country”. Nelson 
Mandela has declared, and,he has added; "Let the .. 
past be the past." That is spirit in which the new 

Government, comprising several parties and various 
groups of people ^ould really fundion for titeir 
own welfare and the peace of the varied world. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE-1 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Goodbye to Apartheid 


On April 26, 1994, South 
Africans—Blacks and Whites—turned 
up in nullions at imUiiijf kwths to cast 
thcii’ ballots in the first election in South 
Africa in which the blacks or non-whites 
wercalUnml to vole. This was an lusloric 
eivnt as it signalled the end of white 
minority rule after 342 years. 

Historical Background 

OUTH Africa is the largest and 
the most powerful country in 
!5outhem-most part of Africa. It came 
into existence in 1910 through the 
union of the two British colonies of 
Cape of Good Hope and Natal, and 
two former Afribiner republics of 
Orange Free State and the South 
African Republic (Transvaal). 

The policy of apartheid (meaning 
separateness in Afrikaans) started 
with the first European settlement of 
the Dutch East India Company, at 
Cape Town in 1652. 

Till 1948 the policy of apart¬ 
heid—a doctrine of white supremacy 
—existed as a matter of custom and 
practice. In 1948 the ruling National 
Party, which had campaigned on an 
I agenda of racial ■ segregation, 
enshrined the policy in law. This was 
I followed by extensive legislation on 
I riots, unlawful organisations and ter¬ 
rorism, to suppress the unrest 
! amongst the black popula tion. 

In 1952 the African National 
Congress (ANC) launched a non¬ 
violent "defiance against unjust law 
campaign", in cooperafion with the 
Indian Congress. Howeyer, the Shar- 
peville incident on March 20,1960, in 
which white policemen opened fire 
and killed 67 people and injured 
hundreds of Pan-Africanist Congress 
(PAC) activists at a demonstration, 
resulted in dramatic change in the 
attitudes of blacks, on the tactics of 


liberation through peaceful resis¬ 
tance. Next three yeans .saw lot of un¬ 
rest and violence. 

In l‘<63 the government arrested 
all the black leaders, including Mr 
Nelson Mandela. This n;sulted in a 
prolonged period of enforced calm 
till )une 16, 1976, when the move¬ 
ment gained momentum with the 
uprising in Soweto township. 
Thousands of black students, protest¬ 
ing the new order to u.so Afrikaans in 
schools, were dealt with and 
hundred were killed. 

The process to ea.se the racial dis¬ 
crimination began in 1983 when the 
then President, Mr P.VV. Botha, held a 
referendum on a new constitution, 
which established a tricameral par¬ 
liament for the whites, the Asians and 
the coloureds. 

The process gained real momen¬ 
tum when Mr F.VV. dc Klerk took over 
as the President. In June 1991, the 
parliament repealed all apartheid 
laws and negotiations were started 
with ail political [)artie.s, which final¬ 
ly hammereil <'mt tlie path to the fir.^t 
non-racial polls. 

First non-racial elections 

1 m elections for the first majority 
government in South Africa tor*k 
place over four days. The majority of 
voters exercised their franchise on 


April 27,1994, According U» the sur¬ 
veys out of the 22.5 million voters, 68 
per cent were Africans, 19 per cent 
whites, 10 per vent coloured (people 
of mixed races) and 3 percent Asians, 
predominantly Indians. 

At one minute to midnight on 
April 26, 1994, the apartheid-tainted 
flag w’as lowered for the last time and 
replai ed with the new flag. The inter¬ 
im constitution, giving black-s equal 
political rights, came into force at the 
stroke of 12. 

The elections w’ere held success¬ 
fully despite atti*mpls by extremist 
right-wing terrorists to stall it. Mr 
Nelson Mandela .said that the polls 
marked the "daw'n of our freedom" 
President KW. de Klerk said, "Today 
the new South Africa is being born." 

A uniq^ue feature of the elet lions 
was the absence of electoral rolls 
Any South African, 18 years or above, 
could voU* anywhere in the country 
by showing his or her identification 
document. However, no one could 
vote more than once bivause c^f the 
indelible ink marking on the finger. 

Voters elect 4U0 members to the 
country's National Assembly 
through a system of proportional 
repre.senlation, which means that 
they vote for a political party and not 
any particular candidate. 'Hie num¬ 
ber of seats a parly gets in the As¬ 
sembly are deterniiiufd by the 


HYMN IS NEW ANTHEM 

A lyrical 97-year-old African hymn has become the official airthem of new 
South Africa. 

"Nkosi Sikilel I Africa”, which means “God Bless Africa", was written by a black 
clergyman Enoch Sontonga in 1897, in Xhosa language. 

It was first sung as a black nationalist anthem in 1912 at the inaugural meeting, 
in Bloemfontein, of the South African native National Congress, the fore-runnef of 
ANC. 

The hymn was also adopted as the liberation anthem of Malawi, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Namibia and Tanzania, when their colonial powers left the continent. 
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APAFITHEID 

Apartheid was an age-old custom that began with the advent of European 
colonisation of Afrk^. The term was enshrined in taw in South Africa in 1948. The 
Population Registration Act of 1950 sought registration of every individusti as either 
a Bantu (Black), coloured (mixed race) or white. Later Asian, that is people of Indian 
origin, was added. 

The law forbade social contacts between the races and segregated public 
facilities. 60 per cent of the land was set aside for 19 per cent of the population—4he 
whites. 10 African homelands were formed, four of which were made republics. 


percentage of votes a party secures. 

Last minute hitches of Zulu 
Parly: On April 20, 1994, the Zulu 
Chief, Mr Mangosunthu Buthelezi 
agreed to take part in the elections 
after his demands for a special status 
for his nephew, the Zulu King, and 
strong regional powers in the Zulu 
heartland of Kwazulu-Natal, home 
to one-quarter of South Africa's 
population, were agreed to. Earlier 
he had threatened that his Inkathn 
Freedom Party would boycott the 
elections. He had also warned of a 
civil war. 

Unrest had risen in the run-up to 
the polls, killing hundreds a month, 
and many political observers had 
feared that it would have gone out of 
control if Buthelezi had held to his 
boycott threat. 

The Inkntha Party was not a sig¬ 
natory to the multi-party talks, held 
in October 1993, that resulted in the 
new interim constitution. Buthelezi 
had participated upto the point 
where tiie ANC agreed to his demand 
for a second ballot which would 
determine the governments and 
Legislative Assemblies of the nine 
provinces, separately. But, he walked 
out when his demands for more 
financial and functioning autonomy 
were not met. 

Since then Buthelezi had at- 
. tempted to rally the Zulus to his side 
by calling for a Zulu Kingdom. The 
Zulus are the large.st tribe in South 
Africa and are fiercely proud of their 
independence, which even the four 
centuries of colonial rule could not 
curt). 

ANC suiges towards victory 

N May 2,1994, African National 
Congress leader, Mr Nelson 


Mandela claimed victory in tile first 
non-racial electiorw;. "Free at last" he 
.said. 

As per preliminary results ANC 
was able to get more than 62 per cent 
votos^The ruling National Party was 
at second posi tion wi Ih around 24 per 
cent votes. The Zulu nationalist In- 
kalha Freedom Party was a distant 
third at 6.3 per cent, followed by the 
white pro-apartheid Freedom Front 
at 2.9 per cent. 

According to a formula, aimed at 
creating a broad-based government 
for the first five years, any party 
receiving at least 5 per cent of the 
votes will get a cabinet seat. The 
government will be known as the 
government of unity. 

The Future 

M ost of the white South Africans 
have taken the shift to multi-ra¬ 
cial democracy with good-humoured 
grace. They talk about the future wi th 


guarded optimism rather than anger, j 

Today Soutii Africa is a fractured | 
society. Unemployment among i 
blacks runs at ^ per cent. Housing | 
and electrification are real problems i 
of a large magnitude. The ANC has j 
promis^ to provide jobs to 2,5 mil- j 
lion people, over the next ten years. 
How this will be achieved is not very 
clear? 

Another major problem is In- j 
katha Freedom Party. The leader of | 
Inkatha, Mr Buthelezi, may give the i 
new rulers many sleepless nights. ' 
There is a crisis of confidence, espe¬ 
cially between the ANC and the Tn- 
katha Party. There is also mistrust 
and enmity all around. Three cen¬ 
turies of discrimination and violence 
has left deep scars and it is very dif¬ 
ficult to forecast how long it will take 
to heal them. 

Had ANC won a two-thirds 
majority, it would have been a 
smtx)th ride in drafting the new Con¬ 
stitution. But, ANC has not been able 
to get two-thirds majority. Thus, 
dramng of the new Constitution will 
also be an uphill task. 

The successful holding of the 
elections is just a transition from the 
minority rule to niajority rule. The 
new government will have to show 
the sagacity* to accommodate all the 
principal minority interests and 
reconcile conflicts without the use of 
force, if the present achievement is to 
be capitalised. 


SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL PARTIES 

African National Congraaa (ANC): Founded in 1912. Banned in 1960 until 
February 1990. Leading party in struggle against Apartheid. 

National Party (NP): Pounded in 1914. Captured power in 1948, advocating 
racial separation, ^rlier it was only for whites. Now the membership is open to all. 

Inkatha Freedom Party 0FP): H was formed as a Zulu cultural organisation 
in 1975. It was an ally of the ANC till 1970 when it separated from ANC due to 
difference of Buthelezi with the ANC. 

Demoa^atic Party (OP): Bom as the progressive party in 1959 out of dissatis¬ 
faction by parliamentarians who opposed policies of the National Party govern¬ 
ment. 

Conservative Party: Formed in 1982 when 18 law makers left the National 
Party over the move to establish Parliamentary chambers for Asians and people of 
mixed race. 

Afrikaner Reaistance Movement: This mliitarietic pro-apartheid group was 
formed in 1973. It operated secretly till 1979. It is a neo-Nazi group that opposed 
the April 1994 elections and is demanding an Afrikaner homeland. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE~II 


Panchayati Raj Act 

t 

Historic Transition of Poiiticai Power to the Grassroots 


On April 23,1994 all the States of 
India completed the process of enacting 
fresh legislation on strengthening the 
Pandiayati Raj institutions. Thus, the 
process of dezmlution of poioer and 
decentralisation of administrative 
machutery luis begun. This is indeed a 
historic step which is expected to trans¬ 
form the entire political set-up of the 
country. This feature looks into the back¬ 
ground of Panchayati Raj and its pros 
and cons. 

Historical Background 

EMOCRATIC decentralisation is 
defined as the minimisation of 
decision-making at the apex of the 
administrative hierarchy—which is 
the highest and the central point of 
authority. Decentralisation allows 
maximisation of the delegation of 
responsibility and authority in the 
making of decisions at the very bot¬ 
tom, notably the lower levels of ad¬ 
ministrative management. 

Initially, the framers of the Indian 
Constitution did not' make any 
specific provision for village polity 
and democracy at the lowest levels, 
despite Mahatama Gandhi's ad¬ 
vocacy of village self-j;overnment. 
On intervention of Dr l^jendra 
Prasad, Mr K. Santhanam and some 
other members of the Constituent As¬ 
sembly, a brief provision was incor¬ 
porate in Article 40 of the Directive 
Principles of the Constitution. 

The Directive requires the State 
to take steps to organise village 
panchayats and endow them with 
such powers and authority as may be 
necessary to enable them to function 
as units of self-government 


The first step towards 
decentralisation was taken in the 
light of the experiences of the First 
Plan. In tiic First Plan detailed direc¬ 
tives were issued for State plans at 
various levels—^individual villages, 
towns, taluks, tehsils and districts. 
But. these directives remained 
unimplemented as the proposed and 
regular association of the people 
could not be assured because no local 
institution existed at any level. The 
official machinery for planning was 
confined to the Stale headquarters. 

In 1957, the Balwant Rai Mehta 
Committee suggested a remedy— 
popularly known as "democratic 
decentralisation" scheme. Later on it 
came to be known as "Panchayati 
Raj". Under the system a large 
measure of autonomy in powers and 
functions is to be given to the local 
institutions. 

The scheme involved a three-tier 
structure of local self-governing in¬ 
stitutions at the village, block and 
district levels, throughout the 
country. Although it did not favour 
any rigidity in regard to the uniform 
pattern of Panchayati Raj throughout 
the country, it did lay down some 
fundamental principles which 
should underline the spirit of 
democratic decentralisation. These 
were: there should be a genuine 
transfer of power and responsibility; 
adequate resources should be trans¬ 
ferred to Panchayati Raj institutions 
to enable them to discharge their 
functions; all welfare and develop¬ 
ment schemes at the three levels 
should be channelled through these 
bodies. 


The arrangement, as suggested 
by the Balwant Rai Committee was 
introduced in 1960s. But, the non¬ 
devolution of resources proved to be 
a major stumbling block. The hastile 
attitude of the bureaucracy also 
resulted in the failure of the system. 

Asoka Mehta Committee was 
formed by the government, in 1977, 
for suggesting methods of reviving 
the system. The Commitleti came to 
the conclusion that the main causes 
of failure were; hair^azard pre^ram- 
ming, non-perf<irmancc, emergence 
of vested interests, lack of poiiticai 
will on the part of the C'entral and 
State governments and non¬ 
availability of adequate resources. 
The Committee added that the failure 
was not peculiar to Panchayati Raj 
but was indicative of the qualitative 
decline in the country's entire body 
politic. 

The Asoka Mehta Committee 
also recommended that the Constitu¬ 
tion should be suitably amended to 
make the Panchayati Raj elections a 
constitutional obligation. 

73rd Amendment 

T aking cue from the Asoka 
Mehta Committee report the 
government decided to amend the 
Constitution to grant sweeping 
powers to the local self-governments 
and to make the elections constitu¬ 
tionally binding. The 73rd Amend¬ 
ment Act is the step towards this 
direction. 

The Act seeks to provide, among 
other things, forma tioii of 
Panchayats at village and other 
levels, direct elections to all seats in 
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Panchayats, reservation of seats for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes and fixing of a tenure of five 
years for Panchayats. 

The Act also provides for reser- 
vaHon of one>third of seats for 
women. This is a revolutionary step 
towards greater involvement of 
women, to exercise their politicals 
rights in a democratic manner, at thjl* 
grass'ioot level. 

Under the act, which became 
; operational on April 24,199.^, all the 
States were required to legislate 
afresh or amend their existing 
Panchayat Acts, to bring them in con¬ 
formity with the prwision'. (»f tlie 
Constitutional amendment, within 
one year. 

The 73rd amendment, however, 
is not applicable to Jammu and 
Kashmir, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland and certain scheduled 
areas of some States. 

With this the task of granting 
: con.stitutional status to Punrhayati 
i Raj has been completed. The ftvus 
will now be on the holding of elec¬ 
tions. At the moment, 17 States dt» not 
have constitutionally-elected 
Panchayats. 

The Union Minister of State for 
j rural development, Mr Ramishwar 
I Thakur, described April 23 as a "day 
j to remember". "The dream of 
Mahatama Gandhi and J^jiv Gandhi, 
to transfer power to the people ha.s 
finally come true", 1 k' said. "Instead 
; of the 5000-odd elected repre¬ 
sentatives, who run the Government 
at the Centre and in the Slates at 
pre.scnt, we will have 22.5 lakh 
elected representatives to administer 
. the country", he added. 

The Drawbacks 

W HILE decentralisation will 
facilitate rapid development, 
ensure speedier completion of 
! projects and the people will have a 
genuine sense of participation, there 
are possible drawbacks too. 

First, the process of democratic 
decentralisation will tend to weaken 
the Centre and might partially 


reverse the process of social, 
economic and political justice to all 
.sections of .society, regardless of caste, 
creed, religion and sex. 

Second, the process may run 
counter to the achievement of the* 
goals of national unity and integra¬ 
tion. Already, the fissiparous and 
separatist tendencies have gained 
momentum and weakened the bonds 
of nationhood. 

Third, past experiences have 
shown that politicians from the area 
often interfere in the functioning of 
the local bodies. Under the present 
c|rcMmstance.s, this tendency i.s dif¬ 
ficult to check. Exploitive use of 
money and muscle power needs to be 
checked to make the Panchayati Raj 
.successlul. 

Fourth, the process might hinder 
the protection of minorities in States. 
.Although it IS in the interest of most 
political parlies to win the goodwill 
of the minorities, the needful may not 
be done by the majority groups in 
power in the States and dominating 
the lower levels of the admini.strative 
structure. 

Fifth, the problem of maintaining 
a harmonious relationship bertween 
tlie officials and the elected repre¬ 
sentatives has proved very difficult. 
At many places this has adversely 
affected the pertormance of 
decontrali.scd institutions. 

Conclusion 

HF. neces.sary corrective.s will cer¬ 
tainly needed to be applied to 
counter reactionary tendencies and 
to create the rcqui.site atmewphere. 

As is well known, elections 
.servo the double purpose of educat¬ 
ing the rural masses about the 
functioning of the democratic in¬ 
stitutions and focussing attention 
on the importance of .participatory 
development. The constitutional 
obligation to hold elections every 
five years will go a long way in 
making the Panchayati Ra) system 
successful. Periodic elections will 
also help in making the leaders 
more responsible. 


Strict rules are required to check 
the supersession of ihe Panchayati 
Raj institutions on politicar con¬ 
siderations or otherwise. It will be in 
the interest of the country if political 
parties do not. bring in dieir dirty 
politics into the Panchayati Raj sys¬ 
tem. , 

A social revolution involving the 
elimination of the present structure, 
which is based on caste, religion and 
money power, is desirable. 

Mahatama Gandhi felt that the 
value of freedom and autonomy can¬ 
not be attained merely by political 
decentralisation. Decentralisation in 
the economic sphere is also requjjcsd. 
According to his beliefs, ^liticarand 
economic decentralisation are closely 
linked. He always urged political 
workers to build up economic foun- 
dation.s of democracy through a con¬ 
structive programme. 

The increasing expectations of 
the people, which arc natural in a 
democratic set-up cornmitted-to a so¬ 
cial welfare ideology, especially 
economic development, impose a 
large responsibility on the ad¬ 
ministration to ensure speedier, 
greater and more effective policies, 
with public participatioi>. The chal¬ 
lenging tasks and the aspirations 
aroused by political freedom and the 
policy pronouncements, do need a 
massive effort in that direction. This 
means that the management of public 
affairs must be democratic in nature, 
with local autonomy and sharing of 
responsibiliU^ with the people's rep¬ 
resentatives at various levels, from 
the bottom upwards. However, 
India's well-known diversitications 
in terms of culture, language, etc. 
complicate the task. 

It is hoped that grass-root level 
democracy will play a lead role in the 
grad ual awakening of rural people in 
several Stati^. A ijevolutionary 
upheaval is npt posable in fimction- 
ing democracy. But, it can certainly 
b^ome the vehicle of change, for a 
better tomorrow.. 
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Caste, Religion & Constitution 


Secularism is an unexceptionable 
principle, except for those who luve a 
prejudiced mind or ill-feelings towards 
other communities. Equal opportunity 
and equal rights are granted to all 
citizens by the Constitution. It must be 
retnembered, however, that caste and 
religion are strong binding factors in In¬ 
dian society and intimately affect the 
people's conduct. 

In a historic, 555-page judgement 
delivered on March 11, 1994, the 
Supreme Court's Constitution Bench 
dealt with substantive issues relating to 
the Constitution and Indian democracy. 
It held, on the basis of cogent ami lucid 
arguments, that secularism is part of the 
“'basic structure" of the Constitution. 
This structure cannot be altered by Par¬ 
liament, though a parliamentary 
majority can d^ne or clarify it at any 
time. This puts secularism on a par with 
representative democracy. Fundamental 
Rights, and division of powers between 
the executive, the judiciary and the legis¬ 
lature. 

THE verdict finally 
rejects the argu¬ 
ment that 

secularism was in¬ 
troduced into the 
Constitution during 
the Emergency, and 
hence is extraneous to it. In 1973 a 
Constitution Bench gave practical 
shape to the notion of secularism as a 
basic feature. The rationale of Fun¬ 
damental Rights and Directive Prin¬ 
ciples would be violated unless 
invested with a secular content; it is 
nteaningless to talk of the right not to 
be discriminated against for holding 
or not holding a religious belief, in 
the absence of a secular State. 

The Constitution Bench's judge¬ 
ment deepens the concept of 
secularism and extends it to politics. 
It is against mixing religion and 
politics. Religion is a matter of per¬ 


sonal belief and mode of worship, 
while secularism "operates on the 
temporal plane of the Slate's activity 
in dea ling with people professing d if- 
ferent faiths". The Court upheld the 
dismissal of the BJP governments in 
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh 
and Rajasthan by presidential 
proclamations on December 15,1992, 
in the wake of the demolition of the 
Ram }anambhoomi-Babri Masjid 
structure at Ayodhya. 

Delivering the judgement on 
petitions challenging the validity of 
Article 356 of the Constitution, under 
which these governments were dis¬ 
missed and President's rule imposed, 
the Bench declared that secularism 
being the bedrock of the Constitu¬ 
tion, any act of the State to subvert 
this could "lawfully be deemed to 
give rise to a situatiort where the 
government cannot be carried on in 
accordance with the law". 

The Bench, however, held as un¬ 
constitutional the 1989 dismissal of 
the Janata Dal Government headed 
by S.R. Bommai in Karnataka and 
the Meghalaya and the Nagaland 
governments in January, 1991, and 
August, 1988, respectively. 

The strongest indictment of the 
policies and programmes-of the BJP 
came from Mr Justice K. Ramas- 
wamy, who dwelt at length on the 
party's efforts to u.se religion in 
politics which is expre.ssly prohibited 
by the Constitution. "Any act by a 
political party or government of a 
State in furtherance of its policies and 
programmes to mix religion with 
politics is violative of not only the 
law, but also the Constitution", the 
judge declared. He observed that if 
religion was overplayed by political 
parties, it would lead to eruption of 
social tensions. When the President 
felt that religion had been mixed with 
politics by the party in power, he was 


free to reach a conclusion under Ar- 
< tide 356 in accordance with the law. 

Gross misuse: Earlier, Mr Jus¬ 
tice Pandian (who headed the Bench) 
expressed the firm view that the 
power of the President to impose 
President's rule and dissolve as¬ 
semblies should be used sparingly 
and only when he was fully sattsBed 
about the situation. He pointed out that 
as per official rtKords, in the past four 
decades. Article 356 had been invoked 
95 times by various ruling parties at the 
Centre; on 23 occasions. Assemblies 
were dissolved and in 18 coses tlie As¬ 
semblies, kept in suspended anima¬ 
tion, had been revived. 

The Court has held that separa¬ 
tion of religion from politics is part of 
the basic structure of the Constitu¬ 
tion; and that the acts of a State 
government which subvert 
seculari.srn can be considered as 
giving rise to a situation in which 
governance cannot be carried out in 
accordance with the Constitution 
and hence warrants President's rule. 
This vindicates the Centre's stand in 
dismissing the Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Himachal govern¬ 
ments after the demolition of the 
Babri mosque, and its proscription of 
communal organisations such as the 
RSS, the Jamaat-e-Islami and the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad. 

Significantly, the judgement 
makes the Central Government more 
accountable in respect of Article 356. 
The verdict touches on a number of 
complex issues; confidentiality of the 
advance of the Council of Ministers 
to the President under Art 74(2) 
meaning of Section 123(2) of the Rep¬ 
resentation of die People Act, per¬ 
taining to caste, class and religion; 
and the Sarkaria Commission report. 

On the place of secularism in the 
Constitution, the Court has 
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pronounced against the mixing of 
religion and politics. Religion is a 
matter one's personal telief and 
mode of worship, while secularism 
"operates on the temporal (plane) of 
the State's activity in dealing with 
people professing different religious 
faiths". This renders almost futile 
the familiar statement which 
equates secularism with equal 
respect for all religions. The 
judgement confirms the view that 
after December 6, it became man¬ 
datory for the Centre to act ad¬ 
ministratively against the three 
BJP governments in a .situation of 
grim political crisis compounded 
by internal subversion. These 
meet the Sarkaria Commission's 
criteria for the imposition of 
Pre.sident's rule. 

Real democracy is not about the 
brute assertion of numerical strength 
or unalloyed majority rule, but about 
the expression of the popular wilt 
within a framework bound by rules 
and norms, derived from some foun¬ 
dational principles. The judgement 
restricts the scope of A.-ticle 356 (1) and 
holds that the validity of a presidential 
proclamation is open to judicial 
review. Even though .Article 74(2) says 
that the advice by Ministers to the 
President "shall not" be inquimd into 
by any court, the verdict can compel 
the Government to produce the 
relevant materials upon which the ad¬ 
vice is based. There is no doubt at all 
that Article 356 has been indis¬ 
criminately utilised by the Centre to 
dissolve many State Assemblies and 
every party has yielded to this tempta¬ 
tion to achieve political objectives. 

The power conferred by Article 
356 can be exercised only when a 
situation has arisen in which the 
government of the State cannot be car¬ 
ried on in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution. The 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
President's rule cannot be imposed in 
situations which can be remedied or do 
not create an impasse, or do not disable 
or interfere with die governance of the 
State according to the Constitution. 
'The Supreme Court held that except in 


urgent situations a warning should 
bp issued to the errant State, and the 
President should use all other 
measures to restore the constitutional 
machinery in the State before having 
recourse to this drastic power. 

Dr Ambedkar's advice and 
warning to the State and the excellent 
recommendations of the Sarkaria 
Commission about the permissible 
use of Article 356 and illustrations of 
its misuse have been judicially en¬ 
dorsed. 

■J he court enlarged the scope of 
judicial review. It held that the 
validity of the Presidential proclaroa- 
Iton is judicially reviewable to the ex¬ 
tent of examining whether it was 
issued on the basis of any material at 
all, or whether the material was 
relevant or whether the proclamation 
was issued mala fide or was based on 
wholly irrelevant and extraneous 
grounds. The court however will not 
go into the correctness of the material 
or its adequacy. 

Another important principle laid 
down by the Supreme Court is that 
the pov^er of dissolving a Stale Legis¬ 
lative Assembly can be exercised 
only after the proclamation is ap¬ 
proved by both Houses of Parliament 
and not before. This is to ensure par¬ 
liamentary ccMitrol of executive action 
in the delicate area of Centre-State rela¬ 
tions. The underlying rationale is the 
aiurt's concern for "the federal prin¬ 
ciple, social pluralism and pluralist 
democracy which form the basic struc¬ 
ture of our Constitution" and its 
legitimate anxiety to give full and com¬ 
plete relief when the action is found to 
be unconstitutional. Indeed, any other 
conclusion would place a premium on 
unconstitutionality and render judicial 
review meaningless. The Pakistan 
judiciary has given similar relief. 

Tlie court laid down that a minis¬ 
try's strength should be tested on the 
floor of the House which "alone is the 
constitutionally ordained forum" 
and not by the "private opinion of 
any individual, be he the Governor or 
the President". Applying this prin¬ 
ciple, the presidential proclamations 
dissolving Karnataka and Nagaland 


Assemblies were declared uncon¬ 
stitutional by the majority. However, 
since fresh elections had taken place 
in both the States and new Legislative 
Assemblies and governments had 
come into exls^ce, no fuller relief 
was granted, and which was not 
prayed for before the Supreme Court. 
The dissolution of Meghalaya As¬ 
sembly was held to be tinted with 
factual and legal mala fid^. 

Basic Premise 

THERE was una¬ 
nimity in upholding 
President's rule in 
Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan 
where the ruling 
party was the BJP. The basic premise 
is that secularism is a part of ^e basic 
structure of the Constitution and 
"any State government which pur¬ 
sues unsecuiar policies or unsecular 
course of action acts contrary to flie 
constitutional mandate and renders 
itself amenable to action under Ar¬ 
ticle 356". "Extreme care is required 
to ensure that tiic doctriiw of basic 
structure is not invoked to annihilate 
State governments and to destroy 
another basic feature of the Constitu¬ 
tion, federalism." It is important to 
note that the court has laid emjirfiasis, 
though indirectly, on responsibility 
and accountability. It will no lon^ 
be open to the Centre to contaid tfiat 
its calculation of expediency is 
beyond judicial scrutiny; there 
should be restrictions on President's 
rule without a Governor's written 
report, no wholesale dismissal of op¬ 
position governments, no simul¬ 
taneous imposition of President's 
rule and dissolution of State Assemb¬ 
ly (which can only follow 
Parliament's approval of Central 
rule). This should help reduce per¬ 
sistent misuse of Article 356. The 
original purpose of the provision was 
to prevent governments from play¬ 
ing havoc with the people. Dr Am- 
bedkar had envisaged that such 
r^idual powers "will never be called 
into operation and that they would 
remain a dead letter". 
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Caste Factor 

THE grip of caste on 
our polity is strong. 
No political party 
has had the courage 
to take a stand 
against caste-based 
reservations in 
government jobs. The reaction of 
various parties is reflective of the ex¬ 
tent to which they are steeped in out¬ 
dated concepts and out of tune with 
the new India that is struggling to 
emerge. At a time when the entire 
thrust, particularly in the economic 
(ield, is towards individual 
enterprise and effort, no policy of 
reservations, however comprehen¬ 
sive and inclusive it seeks to be, can 
have legitimacy in the eye.s of large 
sections of the educated class. Reser¬ 
vations for Scheduled Castes and 
tribes are possibly an exception, 
though there has been considerable 
debate on how effective they have 
really been in serving the needs of the 
deserving classes. 

More than the actual jobs in 
govenunent and public sector units, 
what is at stake is the unity and in¬ 
tegrity of society. The Government's 
reservation scheme is an admission 
that the problems of deprivation arc 
not confined to any caste cluster and 
that the country's economic, social 
and educational problems affect all 
groups, irrespective of their caste 
status. If poor Brahmins, Kshatriyas, 
Vaishyas as well as backward castes. 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes all qualify for reservations, 
precisely wWch castes should be ex¬ 
cluded from the scheme? 

It would be patently ingenuous 
to talk of discrimination against the 
so-called backward castes in the post¬ 
independence period. Their achieve¬ 
ments in the economic field have 
been truly impressive. It has been es¬ 
timated that by 1971-72 these castes 
comprised 34 per cent of the agricul¬ 
tural househ^ds and operated as 
much as 50 per cent of the cultivable 
land. By contrast, the proportion of 
land controlled by the large land¬ 


owners fell from 53 per cent to 39 per 
cent This hold over land has been 
accompanied by greater control over 
power and irrigation facilities as well 
as cooperatives. 

Clearly, the increasing clout of 
the so-called backward castes has 
persuaded must political parlies to 
endorse the restTvalion policy. But 
there remains the distinct possibility 
that the strategy of pandering to the 
"backward castes" may fail to yield 
the electoral bonanza expected of it. It 
is an established fact that the Con¬ 
gress parly was able to provide rela¬ 
tively stable government, for close to 
three decades, despite the opposition 
of substantial sections of the "back¬ 
ward castes". On the other hand, the 
harsh reality-is that no government 
constituted by these cashM, either at 
the Central or the State lc\'ol, has suc¬ 
ceeded in completing its full term of 
office. 

Despite this inability to con¬ 
solidate their hold on power, the role 
of these castes in politics has in¬ 
creased dramatically. In Bihar, forex- 
ample, as early as 1962, the 
representation of the "backward 
castes" in the State Vidhan .Sabha 
was proportionate to their percent¬ 
age of the population. By 1967 the 
Yadavs were the second largest 
group in the Assembly, next only to 
the Rajputs, and by 1971 they com¬ 
prised 21 per cent of the legislature— 
almost twice their strength in the 
population. In 1980 they constituted 
the largest single caste group in the 
Assembly, a position they have since 
retained. 

In the last two decade.s Yadavs 
alone have captured the Chief Mini¬ 
stership of the State three times. This 
marked increase in the political for¬ 
tunes of the Yadavs has been accom¬ 
panied by a corresponding decline in 
Brahmin representation which fell 
from 17 per cent in 1962 to just seven 
per cent in 1977. 

The breakdown of the Congress 
alliance system created a situation 
where almost all political parties, in¬ 
cluding the Congress, began to cul¬ 
tivate the "backward castes" in a 



signiBcant Way. They were suddmiy 
thrust on to the centre-stage of Indian 
politics and that is where Btey remain 
today. They are an important con¬ 
stituent of every major political party 
in the country. In the parliamen¬ 

tary election in Bihar, the three ptin- 
cipal parties, the Janata Dal, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and the Con¬ 
gress, all allotted the highest number 
of tickets to candidates belonging to 
the "backward castes"—-41 per cent, 
25 per cent and 26 per cent respec¬ 
tively. Whether it is a BJP govern¬ 
ment in UP or a Janata Dal 
government in Bihar, it is headed by 
members of the "backward castes". 
Power is thus already in "backward 
caste" hands. 

Since Independence, caste has 
played an important role in public 
life, especially general elections. One 
exception was the 1984 polls when 
the Congress was swept into power 
on a sympathy wave. It appears that 
in the coming years too the caste fac¬ 
tor would influence the voting in¬ 
clinations of the electorate, 
particularly in the Hindi heartland. 

In the 1977 and 1984 Lok Sabha 
elections a tidal wave swept the 
country, first against the Congress in 
the wake of the Emergency and then 
in favour of it following the assas¬ 
sination of Indira Gandhi. Caste has 
always played an important role in 
India's political scene. The combina¬ 
tion of various castes into AJGAR 
(Ahirs, Jats, Gujjars and Rajputs) 
should in real terms perhaps not be 
dubbed backward classes in view of 
their affluence and clout. 

In the first two decades of inde¬ 
pendence the Congress won election 
after election by capturing the block 
vote of the minorities, and voters at 
the lower end of the caste ladder from 
the lower "shudras" to the last rung 
of the schedules, who between them, 
accounted for 25 per cent of the elec¬ 
torate. 

Generally, categories of caste and 
community are taken into considera¬ 
tion only for the special purpose of 
positive social discrimination, i.e. for 
the welfare of backward sections of 
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our society, like the Scheduled Cas> 
tes, scheduled tribes and women. An 
analysis of the current political situa¬ 
tion in terms of caste and community 
would be prejudiced and partial; 
hence the need for a modification and 
change in approach to politics. In 
fact, caste has been widely regarded 
as a dying force in structural terms. 

Caste Vote Banks 

SEVERAL "vote 
banks" have been 
formed by political 
parties in recent 
years. A new or¬ 
ganisation was con¬ 
stituted in the 
autumn of 1989. In September that 
year a Gujjar Vikas Manch sought to 
demonstrate its strength and num¬ 
bers with a rally on the Boat Club 
lawns in Delhi. The party alignment 
of this Manch was somewhat vague, 
but the rally itself seemed to be a fol¬ 
low-up to the Gujjar convention held 
in Haryana a few months earlier. Par¬ 
ties like the Congre.ss (I) bearing 
"true faith and allegiance to the prin¬ 
ciples of secularism" have been at 
this game of propitiating caste 
groups for a long time. 

The Gujjars form a sizeable cont- 
munity spread over Jammu and 
Kashmir, Punjab, iiaryana, Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. In the 
covetous gaze of competing parties, 
they constitute a substantial vote 
bank. The "Gujjar Panchayat" 
demanded a Gujjar regiment, 
reserved legislative constituencies in 
Gujjar majority areas, reservation 
quota in government jobs for the 
community and the setting up of a 
university for the promotion of Guj¬ 
jar culture and traditions. There was 
also the lament by the Manch Presi¬ 
dent that the Gujjars were being dis¬ 
criminated against, probably because 
they were a .secular community com¬ 
prising Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims and 
Jains. 

In today's political phraseology 
this means that large sections of the 
people feel that it pays to be com¬ 
munal and that secularism is a mug's 


game. The division of people on the 
basis of economic status has never 
really entered India, but the division 
of people on the basis of their com¬ 
munal, caste and sectarian identities 
is becoming more widespread. Stran¬ 
gely enough, the Central Govern¬ 
ment, which sees separatism in 
regional parties and affirmation of 
regional identities seems to draw 
electoral advantage out of smaller 
sectarian movements. National 
leaders have been "denationalised" 
and identified by their caste marks. 
All his life Babu Ja^ivan Ram was a 
national hero, but in the last decade 
he was just a Harijan leader. Mr 
Charan Singh sought to represent the 
interests of the rural poor but he was 
stereocast first as a kisan leader and 
then as a Jat leader. A special cell in 
the Prime Minister's secretariat has 
reportedly {been working for months 
on) drawing a detailed caste map of 
India, presumably to give due 
weightage to caste in distributing 
tickets for parliamentary seats. 

Broadly speaking, tlie three "twice 
bom" Swama castes have dominated 
the religious, political, eccmomic and 
social life of this country. Even today it 
is common to say that the pditics of 
this or drat State is being controlled by 
the Brahmins or the Thakurs. Oc¬ 
casionally, Kayasthas have also 
thrown up fairly influential ministers 
and party bosses. 

The Brahmins constitute only 
about 5.5 per cent of the country's 
population, and the Kshatriyas hard¬ 
ly 4 per cent. The overall proportion 
of forward Hindu castes does not ex¬ 
ceed 17.6 per cent of the total popula¬ 
tion of India. On the other hand, the 
share of Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
alone is 15 percent. And if you lump 
SCs with Schedule Tribes (STs) they 
outnumber the "forward" Hindu 
castes by 28 per cent. In between 
these two aggregates lies the vast 
cluster of the so-called "Other Back¬ 
ward (Hindu) Castes", which con¬ 
stitute nearly 43.7 per cent of our 
population. 

The South has different caste 
contours as compared to the North. 
In the north we have the classical 


Varna model of four castes. But in the 
South there are oni^ three caste 
groups—Brahmins, non-Brahmins, 
and SCs and STs (There are practical¬ 
ly no Kshatriyas in the South). The 
Brahmin domination in the services 
and the cultural life of the South espe¬ 
cially the Tamil region, was far more 
pronounced Bian in the North, they 
numbered only 3 per cent of the 
population. In the North, and par¬ 
ticularly in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, 
the Kayasthas relegated the Brah¬ 
mins to the second place, both in ser¬ 
vices and in the field of education. 

Thirdly, caste antagonisms have 
tended to be much more fierce and 
violent in the North than in the 
South. Fourthly, in West Bengal and 
the north eastern .States, the hold of 
caste is much weaker. Regional and 
ethnic loyalties are much more im¬ 
portant in the north-east. 

It is, indeed, a fact that die caste 
conflicts have become fiercer after In¬ 
dependence, and the caste factor has 
come to play a very important role in 
Indian politics. But it could not be 
otherwise. When the forward castes 
comprising 17.6 per cent of the 
country's population corner 70-80 
per cent of its positions of power and 
patronage, die backward castes are 
bound to protest and agitate, and 
demand a more equitable sharing of 
the national cake. 

A notable post-independence 
development on the caste front has 
been the rise of the "Other Backward 
Castes" (OBCs). Whereas Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the 
Swarnn Hindu Castes are differati- 
tiated, OBCs embrace a very large 
spectrum of nearly 3000-4000 inter¬ 
mediate castes. The more advanced 
amongst them owe their rise to 
power primarily to the abolition of 
Zamindari after Independence. Wid\ 
the conferral of ownership rights on 
various categories of tenants, a new 
class of peasant proprietors was 
born. 

Ram Manohar Lolua was the first 
national levelieaderwho realised the 
pditical potential of OBCs and advo¬ 
cated the view thatihe surest way to' 
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dislodge the Congress from power 
was to mobilise these backward cas¬ 
tes against it. Now tliat the C on- 
gress (1) has become uncertain 
abdut its traditional constituencies, 
and the Opposition is trying to 
annex all the floating vote banks, 
the OBCs have become the priinarv 
object of courtship by both sides. 
After ail, these caste.s constitute 
nearly half the population of the 
country. 

Atrocitie.s on Marijans are per¬ 
petrated more often by Ahirs and 
Kurmis than by Bhumihars and 
Thakurs. Dev Raj Urs, the most astute 
practitioner of caste politics, himself 
belonged to a minor backward caste 
and managed to remain in power by 
playing one dominant backward 
caste (Vokkaligas) against another 
dominant backward caste (Lin- 
gayats). In fact even coghatc caste as- 
sodations do not form very cohesive 
and durable aggregates, owing to 
conflicting class interests within the 
group. 

PerliaiJS nothing shows the com¬ 
plexity of caste scene more clearly 
than the case of the Yadava quarter in 
UP both the Congress (I) and Janata 
Dal are bending over backwards to 
win over this highly influential inter¬ 
mediate peasant caste. 

Despite the Hindus constituting 
83 per cent of the country's popula¬ 
tion, there are no majority groups in 
India. In actual practice, numerous 
1-iindu factions may get mobilised as 
Brahmins, Rajputs, Bhumihars, 
Kayasthas, Yadavs, Scheduled Cas¬ 
tes etc but very seldom as Hindu. 
Currently, caste politics happens to 
be most pronounced in U.P. and 
Bihar, and a simple break-up of 
various sectarian divisions in these 
States. 

In U.P. the forward Hindu castes 
form nearly 20 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion (Brahmins 9.2 per cent and Raj¬ 
puts 7.3 per cent). The dominant 
peasant castes like Yadavs, Kurmis, 
Koeris etc. add up to 16.4 per cent. 
Scheduled Castes are 15 per cent and 
Muslims 14 per cent. In Bihar the 
caste communal run up is not very 


different. There upper Hindu castes 
con.stitute 13 per cent and the 
dominant peasant casto.s 19 per cent 
of the population, Muslims about 
12.5 per cent and the ticheduled Cas¬ 
tes 16 per cent. 

Caste-c!as.s conflicts: There is 
the lelatively new phenomenon of 
caste-class turmoil. An outbreak, in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh, particularly 
around Varanasi early in Pobruary 
1994, was its latest manifestation. If 
the root cau.se earlier lay in the asser¬ 
tiveness of backward castes, after the 
Mandalisation of the polity, the cur¬ 
rent disturbances reflect the increas¬ 
ing resolve on the part of Dalits not to 
tolerate any longer the lowly social 
position which has been as.signed to 
them in the caste-fragmented Hindu 
society. This* determination of the 
Dalits finds different expressions in 
different con texts. 

The conflicts in U.P. are remini.s- 
cenl of the castc-class confrontations 
that began in Bihar during the post- 
Emergency regime of Mr Kiirpiiori 
Thakur. There too the sudden 
populist decoinpres.sion brought 
long simmering issues to boiling 
point and agrarian tensions took 
the form of caste killing.s. What 
Bihar did then is now being wit¬ 
nessed in other parts of the country, 
especially in UP. The conflicts take 
either a casleisi or a communal 
form. In all cases, they have become 
more dangerous because of (he 
widespread criminalisation of 
political and .social leaderships 
across the main parties. 

An often quoted observation is 
attributed to a social analyst and 
political scientist (Prof. Kajni 
Kothari) is "casleism in politics is 
no more and no less than politicisa¬ 
tion of caste". The key process is 
politici.satiori. in a way, caste cuts 
across religiously invoked sym¬ 
bolism. Thus, the "backwards" in¬ 
clude not just castes in the Hindu 
fold; they include Muslim, Sikh and 
Christian entities too. Caste indeed 
is the great seculariser in a society 
being pulled apart by convoluted 
religions bent upon tearing apart 
the social fabric. 


At one stage the Congress's 
response AJGAR was to float a paral¬ 
lel AjGAR. The induction of Mr 
Satyendra Narain Sinha (a Rajput) as 
Bihar Chief Minister, the importance 
being lavished on Bir Bahadur 
Singh's progeny in U.P. the crucial 
role being played by Mr Rajesh Pilot 
(a C’liijjar) and the wooing of Yadav 
leaders like Mr Ram Naresh Yadav, 
pointed to the effort at setting up a 
rival AJGAR. The Jats, under Charan 
Singh's influence, deserted the Con¬ 
gress long ago. 

The upper segment of the OBCs, 
comprising Ahirs, Jats, Kurmis and 
Koeris have become the principal 
beneficiaries of the Green Revolu¬ 
tion. Consequently, they emerged as 
an affluent section within the OBC 
combine and have effectively flexed 
their political muscles. 

iNeither the Congre.ss nor the 
oppo.siti(>n ha.spaid .sufficient atten¬ 
tion to the problem.s facing the un¬ 
derprivileged OBC.s. So far, the 
OBC elite, mainly Yadavs, jats and 
some Kurmis in Bihar, have 
grabbed tiie opportunities thrown 
up by the spread of the Green 
Revolution. 

'I’ho caste politics in such States 
as Bihar and U.P. has had a 
boomerang effect loo. Jn Bihar, caste 
is the basic factor in determining an 
individual's identity. 

Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav gave 
the existing caste associations a new 
lea.se of life. It was another aspect of 
political mobilisation, and per¬ 
haps a natural and desirable com¬ 
ponent of any political process, 
provided the associations perform 
their intended reformist role and 
carry out their avowed objectives. 
But these have merely become the 
staging grounds for casteist 
mobilisation, which has been 
wholly devoted to the task of 
achieving private political objec¬ 
tives. The Kurmis have taken the 
lead in exposing the charade of the 
social justice, plank because they 
have bepn denied their share in 
the acquisition of power. 


MS JUNE'94 COMPETITION MASTER 


ARTICLE 


G-15 Summit 
The Lost Glory 


Fourth Summit 0 / C-I5 (Cwup of 
fifteen countries), lohich had to be 
postponed in December 1993 due to jmr 
response from the member countries, 
finaWy got under way on 28tb March 
1994, in New Delhi. With utter lack of 
enthusiastic response from the member 
natbns and scanty ciwerage In/ the na¬ 
tional media, the summit could be dul>hed 
as non-event. International media almost 
blacked out the fourth meeting of Hmds 
of the States of 15-leading detvloping na¬ 
tions of the world. With only 6 countries 
represented Iry the Head of the States or 
Govcrnnu'nt, the summit fell badly short 
of prescribed 2/3rd quorum. Nine 
countries wire represented through per¬ 
sonal representatives of the Heads or 
Foreign Ministers of the country con¬ 
cerned. 1 louvii r, the outcome was not as 
bad as the beginning, as the G-J5 summit 
turned out to Ire a qualified succes.-. 

Lacklustre Beginning 

N thu dbsi'nco of a second power 
blcK, the dominant and unassail' 
able economic and political position, 
acquired by the USA since the early 
nineties, had already rendered the 
grouping of non-aligned countries ir¬ 
relevant. Similarly, signing of GATI 
agreement has put strain on regional 
trading group.s. G-15 has also not 
remained untouched with this 
development. Initially projected as 
the answer to the G-7 (Group of 
Seven) by Hie developing world, an¬ 
nual summits of C-15 nations usually 
arc replete with high sounding 
platituaes in their declarations. Third 
summit at Dakar was no exception. 
However, certain concrete steps were 
taken, including setting up of a voca¬ 
tional centre in Senegal, to assist in 
upgrading the skills of African 
people in agriculture and agro-based 
small-scale industries, setting up of 
South Investm ent T rade Technology 
Data Centre (SITTDEC), setting up of 


a renewable enerCT promotion centre 
coordinated by Nigeria, etc. 

The organisers of the Fourth 
Summit in New Delhi were not vcr\' 
enthusiastic about the event, as the 
news of poor attendance had already 
dampened their spirits. The Summit 
was thus expected to be a mere ritual 
fc>r the Indian Prime Minister to 
handover the reigns of leadership to 
President Carlos Saul Menem of Ar¬ 
gentina. Initially the summit was at¬ 
tended only by five heads including 
President Soeharto of Indonesia, 
President Robert Mugabe of Zim¬ 
babwe, President Sani Abacha of 
Negeria and Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad of Malaysia. The 
Argentina President joined the sum¬ 
mit on the last day. 

The summit got to a slow begin¬ 
ning, with all the leaders present 
reiterating their commitment to G-1 .*>. 
President Soeharto declared, "I am 
absolutely certain that postponement 
is in no way a reflection on Ihe com¬ 
mitment of our members or the work 
of the group. No significance should 
be attached to the postponement." 
The summit, which was attended by 
India, Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, 
Egypt, Indonesia, Jamaica, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Senegal, 
V'ene/.ucla, Zimbabwe and Chile, was 
preceded by the mwling of the per¬ 
sonal representatives of the heads. 

Moderate Achievements 

(a) South-South Cooperation: G- 
15 called for now initiatives for fur¬ 
thering South-South Cooperation 
and building up a just, equitable, 
multilateral and non-discriminalory 
international order, especially with 
the ending of the cold war. Continu¬ 
ing the trend.s of ihc Dakar Summit, 
the leading developing countries also 
cleared certain concrete proposals. 


An Egyptian proposal for setting up 
a South-South renewable energy 
promotion centre and Senegal's 
proposal for setting up a centre to 
transfer technology in areas such as 
foodgrain producHon, energy and 
health were among the projects 
which were cleared. The leaders also 
di.scusscd Malaysia's proposal to 
develop a centre for educational ex¬ 
cellence for the benefit of member 
countries but no decision was taken 
on it. In addition the progres.', of on¬ 
going 18 projects to enhance SouHv 
South Cooperation were also 
reviewed. It was also felt that a 
monitoring mechanism may be 
evoh ed to speed up the implementa¬ 
tion of the projects. 

(h) Call for Talks with G-7: The 
Indonesian and Nigerian Presidents 
called for resumption of early talks 
with the powerful group of in¬ 
dustrialised G'7. It was realised that 
the countries of the North, as well as 
South, should forgo a new compact 
on development and new democratic 
partnership in de.signing solutions to 
the global problems. Since the 
developing world represents over 
5/6th of the entire humanity, Nortii 
should take South into confidence 
before taking decisions on shaping 
the global economic policies. It was 
apprehended that if the current inter¬ 
national transformations were not 
managed with care and wisdom, the 
erstwhile ideological and political 
conflicts might be replaced by an 
equally pernicious North-South 
economic and developmental divide. 

(r) Call to Restructure UN: The 
joint communique, approved and 
adopted by G-15 leaders, called for 
restructuring of United Nations (UN) 
on the principles of democratisaHon 
and transparency in decision 
making. This was necessitated by the 
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si^niiic.)tit changes that have taken 
place in the world in die post-second 
world war period. It was suggested 
tt^it the General Assembly of the UN 
should be revitalised and>a^ti 9 ]||to» 
iormula to jfestid3WSh.Mn.r 

objective inwr^uoSf betwefen if and 
the Security Council. G-15 leade.r^ ^ 
also called for a much greater role IP' 
the developing nations in thcGenertll j 
As.semblj as v\i'l! as the SefUfity ' 
Council. An expansion of the mem¬ 
bership of the Cpnfgrence on Disar¬ 
mament was also urgf.^. G-15 further 
supported the plan of action of the 
world summit oir childmn and role of 
UN agencies in this regard. Croup's 
commitment to ^e Outcome of the 
UN Conference on Environment and 
Development was also expressed. 

(d) Trade Barriers: G-lS strongly 
condemned the latest' moves by the 
developed countrieii to raise new 

f irotcctionist barriers on imports 
rom the deveiopinj; world. The 
group regretted that despite the con¬ 
clusion of Uruguay 'Round of GATT 
negotiations, prot^tioiv'-t tendencies 
by the developed, countries were 
being continued. 'Fhe US and France 
have already started efforts to em¬ 
power the VVorld Trade Organisation 
(WTO)—the new C^rganisation to 
replace the GATT—rto penalise the 
countries for' "ilnfair labour 
practici's" of child and prison labour 
and labour at lower v^ages. l ienee, in 
addition to environnient, the issue of 
human ri^ts is als() being clubbed 
by the developed couiitrics to be used 
a^ non-tariff barrier. The Group 
unanimously cfiposgd such moves 
which they tefmed US "clever move" 
to keep the developing woild out of 
the multilateral benefits of increased 
world trade under the GATT agree¬ 
ment. 


augural address, underlined the need 
to strengthen economic and develop¬ 
ment cooperation to solve the 
problems Ujee widespread hunger, in- 
fopaHties^.'^ert]^ 4(|ac«Qrecbnomic 
l^i^|at^s/.^ol<^iq|ii'd(^radation 
anditagnation. , ' ' 

(f) Terrcwi|m and Drag Abuse: 
The. Icadhig ogvelopir^ eeunlrics 
stressed that econoiht^,; political and 
social problems of the developing 
world cannot be solved through ter¬ 
rorism. Particularly when terrorism 
has linkages in foreign countries, it 
assumes serious dimensions, indis¬ 
criminate violence exploits the 
human rights of the innocent victims 
and undermines the functioning of a 
democratic set-up. All the leaders 
were emphatic dvit the menace of ter¬ 
rorism must be tackled globally and 
strong world opinion must be 
mobilised against such desb-uctive 
forces. The issue of drug trafficking 
and nacro-terrorism was also 
denounced strongly by the group. It 
was felt that the most serious threat 
to a government is posed by the un¬ 
holy nexus between terrorists and 
drug traffickers. 

ix) Future Oiganisation: Consid¬ 
erable time was given to discuss the 
future organisation of work and ac¬ 
tivities. It was realised that the 
present requirement of 2/3 quorum 
was a bit stringent and needed 
relaxation for future. The leaders 
were unanimous in revising the 
quorum rule for future so that 
postponements could be avoided. It 
was also felt diat the time to hold the 
Summit should be fixed for every 
year. It was realised that the role of 
the Council of Foreign Ministers of 
the member countries should be ex¬ 
plicitly defiiwd and agenda for the 
summit should be specific. 


Pioverly Alleviation and 
Deveiopment: The..leaders in the 
communique, expressed concern at 
the mark^ inbalances, ir^ccurity, 
tensions and contradictions that 
coiild effect Hie prospects for lasting 
peace, and ecimomic .development. 
Nigerian Pssaidoil! urged ^Hie mem¬ 
bers bo concentrate imore on poverty 
alleviation and eradication of hunger 
in the developing countries, ;bidian 
Prime Minister Rao, ui h>8 in¬ 


(/i) Tkade Promotion: The group 
endor^ the view of personal repre¬ 
sentatives of Heads of State that they 
should work towards forming trans- 
regional mechanism in trade, invest¬ 
ment and technology. The 
suggi^titm, which came from India, 
was well received at the Summit. G- 
15 represents significant markets, 
with a combined GDP of $ 1.4 trillion 
and total trade turnover of about. 
$ 404 billion. It was felt Htat pooling 


in of those iv-suiirces and capabilities 
can give this group decisive wei^t 
and a say in the world affairs. 

Critique 

I i».evidi*nl that nothln^utstand- 
ing was ochieved. E)tehange of 
pleasantries •itui expression of 
rhetorics weri' tlie iMiIy achievements 
in concrete terms. If th** poor atten¬ 
dance of the he.i.ls of States/govern¬ 
ment is any indicator, the summit 
reflects the lack of concern and 
apadiy by about 2/3 members them- , 
selves. No wonder that the intemb- ; 
tional media decided to dump the 
event, particularly at a time when 
there was no important international 
event. 

In today's .scenario, when -the 
political groupings like NATO, War¬ 
saw Pact, NAM, etc, have been 
rendered utterly irrelevant, G-15 also 
appears to be losing its significance. 

It has no measures to pressurise the 
developed North on any issues. 
Moreover, after approval of GATT 
agreement, no developing country 
would like to enter into conflict with 
the develiiped countries. Instead of 
being in G-I.'i type of grouping, 
developing countries will rather like 
to be in a regional trading group. 

It will, however, be wrong to 
presume that G-15 has bt*come ab¬ 
solutely irrelevant and should cease 
to exist. What is actually required is 
the sense of commitment of the mom- 
bers, to unite and organise in a much 
better way in order to have some say 
on the global issues. With the fall of 
eastern bloc, the developing world 
has lost direction and leadership. The 
apprehensions of large-scale ex¬ 
ploitation at the hand.s of the 
developed world have loomed large 
on them. It is, therefore, urgently .re¬ 
quired that G-15 takes care of the en¬ 
tire developing world. After 
organising themselves as a well knit 
group, they must try to influence the 
decisions on global issues. Tlie trans¬ 
actions between the group must .pot 
remain confined to the sumnptii^..The 
group must also, have a smalief, ex¬ 
ecutive group to express opinjons 
and views from time to tinic. ..A 
failure to realise this may again Uad 
G-15 to. the oblivion. 
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ESSAY 


i 

The Working Woman and 
Domestic Life 


F rom n ttukic to •) tomuclo llu 
phenomenon ol woiih n |oi in^ 
the work, tout m nutios onJ imiii 
metros tan be alUihuU J to llu tom 
puluonii of either the t;i ou iiv*«. ull ot 

tunspu lions con lUini'ism <i)^);r n it 
ing tintincial consliaints oi a ci«n 
scious enniern foi |i>ining a 
proicbsion lutmthi cosi lontinesiil 
homes to the unknown world ot 
work-plaoN, the mctaniorphi>sis m 
the lives of ordinary women and the 
resultant change la their attitudis Ui 
become an b detmitc and dis 
hnct With die passage of bme if am¬ 
bitions and aspirations fuelled by 
education and latent instincts, have 
taken new turns and twists, so ha\ e 
Uk' employment avenues and job op¬ 
portunities become varied If earlier 
women used to opt for soft jobs like 
teaching, nursing, and the like, now 
the upwardly mobile iamiiies, cif 
which women are an important in 
tegial part, are keen to carve a notice¬ 
able niche for themselves in areas and 
arenas which wen.' the sole pn>scr\es 
of mc*n Hence thi rok's of working 
men and women today an scum 
tunes complimentary but many a 
time quite competitive 

That the working wonuin has to 
cope w ith a tight wlusJulc oi dutks, otli- 
cial as well as domisitic, IS an open scciet 
Theckmands on her time*and nervesam 
constant and consistent Iranically 
enough It IS a race against tune that a 
working woman has to wagi* in oflice 
andathomealikc Aworiungwiomanhas 
to be equally smart and efhcient m 
managing the donnesticchoiGs Forbemg 
suceesfiil in work her inale counterpart 
1$ not required to pay as heavy a pnee* as 
she is called upon to do In the male- 
onented official and social milieus, a 
woriong woman may have to bmak her¬ 


self ill two to nsc to the challcrtgos 

V\iili the c1tsinU>gration of joint 
iamilv and tlic'consequent advent of 
iiidiv idualism and nucleus family, 
thi social support that a working 
wuiiiati badly needs to remain a 
c.iiing mother at home, is sorely 
mis mg she IS constantly worried 
about the airangenients to be made 
for her children's schcxil or collej^ in 
sonic cases when.' she has in-laws too 
to look alter, her problems get further 
(.omj'lualed dui to their laliing 
health Adjustment with maid-scr- 
vants, their temper tantrums is 
another imtant 11 is an admitted fact 
of tamilv life that women are not only 
ic'sponsible lor a greater number ot 
activities at home but also the nature 
of their domestic rcsponsibilihcs is 
such that their duties have to be per- 
formc'd daily at a fixed time, whereas 
the man's duties have nuuc 
flexibility Women feel more tom be- 
twc'en demands related to their 
profession and their family At work 
outside homo, they have to behave 
like mt'n and at homo they hai e to be 
lady like and appearfemimneui their 
bcliav lour Naturally tliey c'xperience 
conflict betw e'en their work and fami¬ 
ly toll's Given a choice, they might 
like to be at home but tiie ocimomic 
necessity or othei considerations 
comiH'l them to wcu-k This alternate 
shift-over from male roles to female 
roles luis a'suUcd in women show¬ 
ing psychosomatic symptoms like 
gastrointestinal problems, depres¬ 
sions and head-aches, which in turn 
adversely affect the health of their 
dom^tic life 

Besides her daily domestic dubes 
and pressures on her timti and 
temperament, a w of lung woman has 


to live with a number c>f other sb esses 
bom out of commuting long distan¬ 
ces in o\ cr-trow ded bust's and trains 
The biggest area of guilt or worry 
expunenred by her is in the area of 
child care IIiusl- who have adc>lcs 
cent childan du lonslaritiy worneil 
about thi'ir friends and activ lilt's at 
school/collegi, Quite a tew of such 
adolescents, in the most slippery 
periixf ol thcic lues, go asb.iy or fall 
victims to drug addictum/putty 
ctinu's becausi* they aie depiivcd of 
the mu(Hi-needed company of tliuir 
mothers 

In today's India, when* an in¬ 
creasing numbt'r of womon across 
the board have taken up a job or 
work, by need or choice, the over¬ 
riding issue sc'cins to be that of time 
With families bi'ing hif by a Speed¬ 
up sy ndrume", it is mostly the wink¬ 
ing woman, foi vvhatevei red'^on, 
who has to absorb this change of 
pace Just as them is yvage gap be¬ 
tween men and women in die work- 
plaie, there is a 'leisure gap’ between 
them at home V\illy-nilly, working 
women have learnt the art of time 
management have prioritised 
rcsponsibilitio and have made ' 
sacriticc's along the way to minimise 
stress They huiyi also resorted to 
some form of meditabon or physical 
exercise as a defence mechanism 
agamst their ftandc lives. In addtbon 
to making concrete contribution to 
the family’s economic ylability, the 
wot king woman continuc*s to ck- 
cupy the pivotal position in 
whatever way we look at her role in 
bringing Mmut hasmotiy and hap|H- 
rtess m tier family life few is die one 
character avoumf whom the 
stabilrty, peace 'atid provpcrlty of 
the femity revolw 
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_ IAS MAINS SPECIAL _ 

GENERAL STUDIES SCENE 


Q. What are the different kinds of Emergencies 
under the Indian Constitution? What are Uie eEtects of 
proclamation of Emergency? Critically examine the use 
of National Emergency powers in the political history of 
India? 

Ans. Every modern federal democracy has the 
provisions for declaring Emergency at the time of exigen¬ 
cies so that the unitary character of federation is invoked 
when required. Indian Constitution has a provision for 
three different kinds of emergencies which, when 
proclaimed, will call for a departure from the existing 
political system. These emergencies are as under: 

(j) National Emergency: The Constitution provides 
for declaration of emergency due to war. external aggres¬ 
sion or armed rebellion. The earlier words of "internal 
disturbance" were replaced by the phrase of "armed 
rebellion" vide 44th constitutional amendment. 

(ti) Failure of Constitutional Machinery in the 
States: The Constitution, under Article 356, provides for 
the Union Government taking over the administration of 
a State in case of failure of the constitutional machinery. 

{Hi) Financial Emergency; Under Article 360, the 
President may declare financial emergency if a situation 
arises whereby the financial stability or cr^it of India or 
any part of the territory thereof is threatened, he may, by 
way of a prcKlamation, make a declaration to the effect. 

Effects: 

The Executive and l^^gislaturc of the Union have 
extra-ordinary powers during an emergency. The follow¬ 
ing effects may be (^served: 

(fl) Executive Effects: The Union Government ac¬ 
quires the powers to give directions to a State Government 
in any matter and the State Government function directly 
under the control of the Union, as if it were functioning in 
an unitary system. 

ib) Legislative Effects: During the emergency, the 
Parliament is empowered to extend the normal life of Lok 
Sabha for a period not exceeding one year at a time and 
not exceeding beyond 6-months after the proclamation 
has ceased to exist. The proclamation of emergency auto¬ 
matically suspends legislative powers of the States as if 
the Constitution were unitary. 

(f) Financial Effect: During an emergency, the Presi¬ 
dent has the power for financial allocations between 
Union and the States. Such order will have impact only 
upto the fiitancial year in which the proclamation ceases 
to exist. 

(d) Fundamental Rights: Under Section 359, the right 
to move the courts for the enforcement of rights is 


suspended. If the eme^ency is proclaimed d ue to external 
aggression. Article 358comes into operation and automat¬ 
ically suspends the operation of Article 19 of the Constitu¬ 
tion. In other woras fundamental rights get severely 
affected during the period of emergency. 

National emergency has been declared thrice, twice as 
a result of external aggression and once due to "internal 
disturbance". The first emergency continued from 1962 to 
1968, the second from 1971 to 1975 and the third was 
declared on 25.5.75 due to "internal disturbances". 
Whereas there was no objection on first two proclama¬ 
tions, the third proclamation impeded strict curbs on fun¬ 
damental rights under Articles 14,21 and 22. Immediately 
after the emergency was revoked in 1977, 44th Amend¬ 
ment substituted the words "internal disturbances" by 
"armed rebellion" to ensure that this power was not 
misused in future. 44th Amendment also ensured that 
proclamation of emergency cannot be made before the 
Council of Ministers, headed by the Prime Minister 
recommends to the President in writing that such a 
proclamation be made. In addition, the Parliament is also 
supposed to approve such proclamation. 

Q. Account for financial relations between the 
Centre and States in Indian polity with special reference 
to the recent trends. What is the impact of various Corn- 
mi ttees/Commissions appointed by the Government 
recently to restructure these relations by imposing tax 
on agriculture? 

Ans. In India, the Constitution provides for a Finance 
Commission after every five years to distribute the tax 
revenue between the States and the Union. This has been 
nece.ssitated by the fact that every federation needs some 
mechanism by which adequate resources are made avail¬ 
able 16 both the Union as well as the States. The 
mechanism provided for in the Indian polity divides the 
entire financial relationship in the following heads: 

(a) Taxes exclusively belonging to the Union fall in 
die first category. It includes corporation tax, custcons 
surcharge on income tax and fees in respect of matters in 
the Union list. 

{b) There is a second category in which taxes ex¬ 
clusively belonging to the States are included. This in¬ 
cludes land revenue, stamp duty, succession duty, tolls, 
entry taxes, taxes on professions, taxes on passengers and 
goods carried within the State etc. 

(c) Third category is that of the taxes levied as Weil 
collected by the Union but assigned to the State concerned 
within the jurisdiction of which the tax was collected. It 
includes estate duty on non-agrkultural property, taxes 
on railway fares and freights, taxes on inter-State consign- 


M4 JUNE’94 COMPETITION MASTER 


ment of goods etc. 

(d) Duties levied by the Union but collecled and ap¬ 
propriated by the States are the next cafeRory. It includes 
stamp duty bn bills of exchange, excise duty on medial 
preparations containing alcohol etc. 

(e) Taxes levied and collected by the Union md dis¬ 
tributed between Ae Union and the states are the taxes cm 
incomes other than agricultural income and dulie^ ! 
as included hi the Uiiion list. 

The nine Finance Commis.sioris who have go eti iheir 
reports so far have given recommendations giving bases 
and formulae for distribution of resources and revenues 
between the Uniem and the States. It is important to note 
titat during the period of six years, from 1986 to 1992, the 
share of Central taxes constituted about 20 per cent of 
States' total revenues. In other words, collection of more 
taxes is very essential to enhance the resources of States 
which, of late, have become very critical. Some assistance 
flows down to the States from the Planning Commission, 
an extra-constitutional authority. But, since the non-plan 
expenditure of tiie States has increased rapidly during the 
recent past, the assistance coming from the Finance Com¬ 
mission has become more critical for the States. 

Sarkaria Commission, appointed in 1988 to examine 
the Centre-State Relations, recommended the taxation of 
amcultura! income. This aspect was examined by the 
Oielliah Committee on Tax Reforms in 1992 also and it 
was recommended that the annual agricultural income 
exceeding Rs 25,000, earned by the persons not dependent 
on agriculture, should be taxed by clubbing it with his 
non-agricultural income. This recommendation did not 
include the aghcuiturlsts with more than Rs 25,000 in¬ 
come per annum and the non-agriculturists with less than 
Rs 25,000 per annum income. About two decades ago, Raj 
Committee had suggested the imposition of Agricultural 
Holdings Tax by the State government to generate more 
revenue for themselves by taxing the farmers having more 
than the prescribed land holdings. Due to utter lack of 
political will, this particular recomnwndation to tax the 
atfluent farmers could not be implemented. The apparent 
reason was that the States, which expected to earn more 
tax revenue, were also expected to suffer politically more. 

Q. What is the policy framework and approach 
towards Science and Technology (S & T) Manpower 
Development and Employment as envisaged in the 
Eighth Five Year Plan? Outline the Government 
Strategy towards creating more jobs and retaining S & T 
personnel. 

Ans. During the last decade, there has been a positive 
shift in the occupational structure of Indian economy with 
the percentage of total population employed in agricul¬ 
ture decreasing steadily and people engaged in industry 
and service sectors going up substantially. The share of 
these three major sectors in GDP is also changing in the 
same direction. To achieve the ambitious targets of 
agriculture, with its declining share in GDP and i^uced 
manpower, active assistance from the S & T is required. 
Better inputs like fertilizers, agro-chemicals, energy, better 


seeds, etc. need active support from S & T. S & T services, 
particularly in agriculture and rural industry should be 
encouraged for rapid economic development of the 
country'. This would certainly call for a majrv demand on 
S & T manpower. 

The principles of inputs of high (Quality S & T apply to 
all infrastructures suen as transpe^, communications, 
liealth, popuKuion lontrol and nutrition. High efficiency 
.iiiJ luust tile hutljuark ui iiiputb 

aiui ttie'H' bliviiilii ..lunge witii tiilie. Ti> avliii‘\e .ill tlii.s, 
substantial manpower will be required during tlie Eighth 
Plan. 

While a number of steps have been initiated by the 
Government to increase employment opportunities in the 
organised sector, the rate at which S & T personnel are 
required in the country, is goii^ to fall short. Eightit Plan 
envisages the following strategies for creation or jobs and 
retaining S & T personnel: 

(«) Motivating the existing S & T staff to achieve the 
full potential of self-employment. 

(b) Creating awareness about the entrepreneurship 
leading to self-employment among the college and school 
students. 

(c) Introducing greater capital investment in the 
areas where the private capital is shy to come forward. 

(</) To minimize the import of goods, restructure the 
Government policies. 

(e) Creating entrepreneurship development cells in 
all the IITs, engineering colieges and other science based 
academic institutions. 

{/) Introducing automated techniques selectively 
from the point of view of safety and improvements in 
productivity. 

Qj) To ensure that the country prepares such an ex¬ 
port strategy so that its imports are paid for as well as 
greater levels of employment are generated. 

(//) To encourage setting up of sophisticated in¬ 
dustries in the high technology areas r^uiring highly 
trained S & T personnel. 

(/) To maintain centres of excellence in various 
branches of S & T to retain highly trained personnel 
within the country. 

(/) Providing proper working conditions and atmos¬ 
phere and adequate amenities including housing, pay and 
allowances etc to the S & T personnel. 

The Government plans to adopt the above mentioned 
strategy so that better manpower goes into the field of S & 
T and remains well trained and motivated. Since the step: 
remosed to be taken by the Government during tn* 
ighth Plan are only indicative in nature, much wil 
depend on die attitudes of tite industry, as well as tht 
personnel engaged in S & T themselves. 
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ARGUMENTATION 


* t 

Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Q. The President's seel in April 
this year on » list forwarded by 
Chief Justice M.N. ^nkatechaliah 
has ratified the tronafer of 50 High 
Court |udgefr 7 *thc largest number 
of transfers at any one time in the 
country's judjkial history. Give ar> 
guments / or and the sagacity 

of this move. 

Ans. In Fehriiarif, the Supreme 
Court pul llwfiml sfimpofapprmwion 
the transfir polio/ for judfics hud dOmi 
bi/ a iitiu^inember Qmsttlutkm Bench 
which gave primacy todhe Chief Justice 
of Indm in the matter of transhrs and 
ajifioinltnents to the hijyier ludieiary. 

Ostensibly, the current transfer took 
place so that erne third of the judges of any 
High Court are from outside the State but 
gossip in legal circles has it that these 
judges were tramferred because they luid 
close relatmes practising m the same 
court, wlw xoere misusing their connec¬ 
tions to get a favourable hearing. 

But can One generalise on this issue? 
Do all advocates really take advantage of 
their connectibns in the Bench? Does face 
law always take precedence aver case 
law? Will thdtraiifferof nuiUeaUe judges 
to another Slate stem the nepotism rot or 
will the cancer of corruption spread there 
too? ' 

Aigumenis For the View 

1. Way back in ]981, the then 
Law Minister, Shiv Shankar, had 
written to the Governor of Punjab 
and Chief Minister^ of odter States 
suggesting intcr-State transfer of 
judges to "further nation^ intena- 
tion>and to epmj^t; pfiriow parochial 
tendencies by kinship anri 
other local li^ and affiliations". The 
trapsfor of these judges as wdl as the 

ass JUNE'S* COM>rrmON MASTER 


appointment of new judges to States 
other than their home State is a step 
in just the right direction. 

2. The Bar Association rules for¬ 
bid close relatives from appearing in 
the same court as their p.irent»>, but 
when Bie child ot a judge appeals in 
the court of another judge he defini ti.*- 
ly enjoys' a position of scKinl 
privilege. So even in cases where 
there is no actual quid pro quo, a o'la- 
tivc of a judge is bound to have an 
advantage over his colleagues. 

3. Most judges have welcomed 
the transfers, .seeing it as .in oppor¬ 
tunity to move to mon* diallonging 
and prestigious I Hgh Courts. 

4 . The transfer of a competent, 
impartial judge to a sluggish, oorrup- 
tion-riddied court c.in prove to In* .i 
shot in die arm, helping in clearing a 
backlog of cases, thus providing 
relief to long-suffering litigants. 

5. Until very recently, the 
process of appointment was initiated 
by the Chief Minister in consultation 
with the Chief Justice of the State. 
Now a Supreme Court judgement 
ha.s ruled that appointments will be 
initiated by die Chief Justice. V>rith the 
Chief Justice of India having primac}’ 
in this regard. It has put paid to the 
af^XHntment to the Bench of proteges 
of political big-wigs. The api'x court 
has taken cognisance of the incrca.s- 
ing corruption within the judiciary 
and by handling transfers and ap¬ 
pointments of judges on its own, has 
taken xeniedial steps to restore the 
faith of the general public in the 
judidary. No more will there be an 
A.N. Ray who became the Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India in 1973, superceding the 


three senior-most judges of the 
Supremo Court because he enjoyed 
tne patronage of Indira Gandhi. 

6. The new policy will also do 
away with political transfers. During 
the limergency, Mrs Gandhi ordered 
the wholesale transfer of 16 incon¬ 
venient judges, who would not have 
sided with the Government in the 
hearing of MISA (Maintenance of In¬ 
ternal Security Act) cases. 

7. On the li tigant front any move 
is welcome which would weed out 
corruption and nepotism from the 
jtidiciarv For those Indians living 
I'elow the poverty line, the High 
Court is the final aibitcr as they don't 
lia\e thi' resources to approach the 
Supreme Court. Any injustice done to 
them l«•^e on account ot the judges' 
rel.itions with the opposing counsel, 
would be irretrievable and ii> 
n'di^emable. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Agitation.s by the Bar Associa¬ 
tions of various High Courts as well 
.IS misgivings expressed vcibally by 
the Judges themselves seem to indi¬ 
cate that the transfer move is not a 
wi.se one. 

2. Judges sacrifice huge prac¬ 
tices to go to the Bench. To transfer 
them would amount to extracting too 
heavy a price. 

3. If a judge has a propensity to 
misbehave there is no guarantee 
that a geographical change will be a 
cure. 

4. Transferring judges who have 
'son Stroke'— « term given by tfie Bar 
to those judges who have relativis, a 
son, daughter, spouse or sibling, 
practising in the same court-^ an 
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unfair move as it denies relatives the | 
right to pursue a career of their I 
choice. When the fadier becomes a 
judge, the son, more ofter^ than not, 
continues to<l^etk| the jc^tlo^y 
with his fathjic Thiis» si;^ ‘ 

are tantamount to breaking up 
famili^, qnrayeUing the. threads of 
our ktcfal fabric. ^ ‘ . 

, T ’ 

5. A judge transferred or ap¬ 
pointed to a different State is 
uprcKited not only in the middle of 
his career, but also has to tackle a 
language he doesn't know and 
people whose culture and motiva¬ 
tions he is unfamiliar with. For in¬ 
stance, a judge transferred from 
Madras to Punjab and Haryana will 
not be able to challenge English 
translations of Hindi or Punjabi an- 
nexures attached to writ petitions, on 
aca^unt of his unfamiliarity with the 
languages. 

6. A judge transferred to another 
court starts with a handicap as he is 
stigmatised and marked as a 
'suspicious' judge, one who is open 
to charges of nepotism and inter¬ 
ference with the true course of justice. 

7. The transfer policy will set 
off a witch hunt and a 'Big Brother 
is watching you' syndrome. It is 
very easy to malign a judge, par¬ 
ticularly if he is strict and otherwise 
not popular with the Bar. Rumour 
and irmuendo may be enough to 
lead to his transfer, thus leading to 
demoralisation. 

. . Q. The removal of the uteri of 
11 mentally retarded women at the 
Sasoon General Hospital ht Pune 
^8 thrown up larger sodal, ettiical 
and hunum issues. Does a hysterec¬ 
tomy 'protect' or exploit a mentally 
handicapped woman? 

Ans. A lufstmctomy is an opera- 
tioii in which a woman's uterus is 
remaoed. As a result the woman tail not 
hair am/ periods and hence no children. 
It Isa major surgery with a tong recovery 
tide and requiring considerable post- 
aperative care. Vie physical trauma of q 
niajor operation, the homemal changes 
which ocenr after f/w rmoval of the 


uterus, and the p^dioiogical upheaval 
which it entails on tlw patient make a 
decision to undergo hysterectomy a 
serioUfi matter. Was the State right in 

ttbn pnflB 

Home for MentdOy Retarded Women at 
Shirur near Pune?ff it aws, «% did 

Chiif MiniMer^iafad mqw^orHer the 
authorities to sthp the ophdiothe after * 
only 11 inmates had come wulcr the 
surgeon's scalpel? Are Deepti 
Copinatim, State general secretary of 
the Sarva Mazdoor Sangh, Manisha 
Cupte of the Medico friend Circle; Kiran 
Moghe of the janxoadi Mahila Sattgalana 
right when they cottdemn the move as 
“fascist" and an "encroactiment on the 
personal right to liw”? Or arc the 
authorities running the Home right in 
saying that tire h^terectomies Were to 
“safeguard the unfortunate women's 
right to live in normal, hygienic 
surroundings"? 

Arguments in Favour of the 
ProtestoiB 

1. On account of the physical 
trauma and hormcmal imbalance in¬ 
volved, hysterectomy should only be 
a last resort. 

2. If the maintenance of personal 
hygiene is the only reason for Bte per¬ 
formance of these operatitms, there is 
a less drastic alternative, whereby 
DMPA (Medroxy Progisteronc 
Acetate Depo) is injected into the 
patient, which stalls the onset of the 
menstrual cycle for three months, the 
dose can then be repeated. 

3. As to the premise that 
hysterectomies will protect the hand¬ 
icapped wonwn a^inst unwanted 
and (for fhem)4ncomprehensible and 
unmanageable pregnancies, why 
can't tub^omies be performed? Or 
the inmates better guarded against 
sexually exploitative. situations? Ihe 
trutti is that a girt who has been 
sterilised or wifoout a uteriis be¬ 
comes dmibiy vulnerable to sexual 
exploitadon, because the man is cer* 

,'tain foat Biere will be no cotilif^a- 
tion of a pregnancy. . . 

4 . The assurance that the |:4iysi- 


eal consequences of rape have been 
addressed (by the removal of the 
uterus) wocla to soften foe horror of 
rape, ^t foe issire foat remains unad- 
i^foat qf .9i^aii|notional oonse- 
iWremoving foe 
woman's uMiis. vre have "protected" 
her from hq|riiw »chi]d but ure have 
'' r^evedlx^bffi^fo^n&ftbouthertm*- 
' ti'oris.''Are we Ouit a mmUil - 

ly handicai:^^! woman, IxTausc of 
her inabili^'‘'1o comprehvnd nnvl 
negotiate hw ‘sexuality, cannot be 
traumatised by the violence of un¬ 
wanted scxualaHentir^? 

5. With 'advances in medical 
i science, there is always the pos¬ 
sibility foal a rrtentatly handkiipped 
person can recover. Tf a hysterectomy 
had been performed on her, she 
would never be able to lead a fully 
normal life. There was a case In 
England some years ago where an J8 
year old mentally-handicapped girl 
was made to undergo a hysterectomy 
procedure. Some years later her con¬ 
dition improved and she became nor¬ 
mal, fell in love and gc^married, only 
to discover foen that hysterectomy 
had been peiformed on her. She felt 
betrayed and even went to the extent 
of suing her parents. 

6. Amenities like adequate 
supply of water, washing machines, 
a more practical attendant/pahott 
ratio, an ali-wpmen staff for female 
patients, wafer tight security, award¬ 
ing of capital punishment to rapists 
of mentally retarded women—all 
these should ,l>e prm’Ided. The dis¬ 
ease, that is the system, sliould be 
cured, rafoer t|utn^ symptoms it. 
Those strickeri by fate foould not be 
furfoer struck foeir brethren. 

Afgumente foe suppSirten 

1. Mahlicashtfa's s^efeiary 
for Women 'and Child Welfare, 
Ms Chandbtf lyeng^ar; Vkhdana 
Khullar, director of Wofoen, 
Child and flS»ndi6ii»)ed Diim'top< 
meht; Mahtf&jfofrikii’Minister'foi 
Healtlf,; ^1B|lray;'^'0fii^ 

Parivaf/kndmlodim tid parents oi 
foe mesdaliy kH lupn 

confe out in mtimf df foe hy^reo 

juNi-M' 


tomies, saying that the activists are 
only using the issue for media ex¬ 
posure. Thev emphasised that "only 
the guardians and parents who have to 
deal w'ith these prdslems daily can un¬ 
derstand the need for such an opera¬ 
tion " The p.in'nts of the iniriah^. have 
suggested tidliei iiiet Mimstei tl.jtllie 
w»»meii v\lin.)l»nvttoih*-o{H‘Kituinslie 
asked to Uke cliarge ot one mentally 
retarded girl each for a few months to 
understand the trauma they undergo 
in their care. 

2., As for any chances of these 
inmates overcoming their handicap 
to eventually lead normal lives— 
these were nil, for it was only after the 
mandatory screening by- 
psychiatrists, blood and illV tests, 
that 18 girls out of the total 50 inmates 
were found suitable for surgery. 

3. Regarding the contention by 
the activists that the hysterectomised 
woman have now become suscep¬ 
tible to rape, just when has a rapist 
ever bothered about the consequen¬ 
ces of his act? It's immaterial to him 
what happens to his victim. Why 
does one have to start with the 
presumption that there will be a 
rape? The issue of security at these 
homes can be taken care of, but that 
of menstrual hygiene will remain. 

4. The women activists view 
sterilisation of mentally handicapped 
women as a step towards total 
elimination of the unfit. They con¬ 
tend that in denying these women the 
right to motheriiood, the'intention is 
to discount all possibilities of "their 
giving birth to children who may be 
retarded". It is unfortunate that these 
activists fail to comprehend mother¬ 
hood as an emotional experience 
rather than a physcal one. Bearing a 
child doesn't make a woman a 
mother. It is somctiiing to be felt and 
enjoyed which, unfortunately, the 
mentally impaired women arc in¬ 
capable of. Also, to stop these women 
from having retarded children can¬ 
not be dubbed "elimination of the 
unfit". There is nothing immoral 
about a society ensuring it has heal¬ 
thy children. 


5. An unpalatable truth is that 
the mentally handicapped are 
shunned by- siKicly, hidden away in 
homes that are more like hell holes. 
Their own attendants and guards vic¬ 
timise them, let alone outsiders and 
the situation is not likely to improve 
iiv'i'tiiight. it their lot i.s nude slightly 
bettei it should not be grudged. Ilie 
case ol the world renowned 
physicist. Ebbing Haus, comes to 
mind. He chose to kill himself along 
with his handicapped son because 
there was no one to look after the 
child after his death. 

Q. The Supreme Court 
decision to put a total ban on private 
lotteries has not come a day too soon 
and should put much-needed curbs 
on the addiction which has been 
spreading like wild fire and bring¬ 
ing death and misery in its wake. Do 
you agree? 

Ans. Gambling is as old as Hic 
Mahahiiarala and after religion, the 
worst opiate of the masses is the lottery 
lure. Loiter}/ bazaars are as crowded as 
the share markets. Lotteries range from 
the raffle drains in school fell's, to daily 
and weekly draws on Slate and national 
lewis. How lucralnv the business is can 
be gaugedfrom the fact that tickets worth 
Rs 50,000 crore arc sold every yair in 
Delhi alone. Lottery baron Iqbal Chand 
Khurana was at one tinw the highest tax¬ 
payer in the country. 

Arguments in Favour of the View 

1. The bulk of the multi-crore 
lottery business is in private hands. 
States like Punjab and Sikkim take 
very small sums as royalties and 
licence fee for authorising their 
agents to conduct the lotteries, which 
can hardly be called State lotteries. 
The Supreme Court decision will not 
only eliminate middlemen but will 
also go a long way in banishing cor¬ 
rupt practices like fake tickets and 
fixed draws. 

2. The number of families 
ruined by the lust for the unearned 
lucre runs into lakhs. There are not 
many persons—except the sellers 
perhaps—who have got rich-quick 


through the lottery system. 

3. It is usual to see rickshaw 
pullers and labourers haunting the 
lottery bazaars rather than plying 
their trade. School children too play 
traunt to earn easy money. 

4. There is large scale cheating in 
the lottery .system. In some cases, ig¬ 
norant prize wutners belonging to 
villages or illiterate urbanites have 
been duped of their tickets by com¬ 
mission agents. One method is to 
offer downright cash amounting to a 
part of the total prize by telling them 
that otherwise they will have to wait 
a long .time and then be forced by the 
government to pay a heavy tax, etc. 

5. True that the ban will throw 
some 23 lakh people involved in the 
lottery business out of their jobs, but 
a line has to be drawn somewhere 
otherwise some day those dealing in 
drugs or indulging in flesh trade will 
also demand similar immunity. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Life itself is a gamble, so what 
is a lottery? If, by spending a few 
rupt^es on tickets, the ptxir can dream 
of a better life, what's the harm? 

2. The apex court's decision to put 
a total ban on lotteries is a case of 
throwing out the baby along with the 
bath water. Tlie lottery business yields 
considerable revenue which is essen¬ 
tial, esjx’cially for cash-strapped States 
like Himachal. Uitteries sponsored by 
private charitable organisations have 
funded many hospitals and schemes 
for the less fortunate. 

3. The ban on the lottery busi¬ 
ness will only take the trade under¬ 
ground in the shape of matka and 
salta. It will be a case of the addict 
getting his fix regardle.ss of ail 
obstacles. 

4. A ban by a particular State 
will be meaningless unless ali States 
do it because otherwise the tickets of 
other States will continue to be sold, 
despite the Supreme Court making it 
clear that the sale of outside lottery 
tickets will be done only with the ex¬ 
plicit permission of a State govern¬ 
ment 
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CAREER 


Choosing A Career 


About a couple of decades ago a 
graduate or a post-graduate student 
used to be utterly confused and 
uncertain about his/her career and 
future. The reasons were lack of 
information and guidance about the 
careers available, and limited 
openings for the well read, which 
included studies like engineering, 
medicine, Ph.D or competitions. 
Today such students are even more 
uncertain but the reasons are 
opposite. There are many openings 
available in numerous careers and 
the availability of enough 
information about these careers to 
some extent hinders the quick and 
effecti^'e decision making on part of 
the career seekers. Plethora of new 
generation careers like fashion 
technology and designing, 
computers, media, personal services, 
couriers, flying for private airlines, 
financial analysts in capital market, 
commerce and management, etc 
have rendered a career seekers dazed 
and undecided about their future 
course of action. 

Set an Objective 

Selecting a career is as difficult as 
getting admission into a professional 
college or getting selected after a 
competitive examination. Before 
earnestly starting preparation for any 
competition, it is essential that a 
student appropriately chooses a 
career. If you look around, the world 
is full of persons who have 
knowledge, intelligence, calibre and 
educational qualifications; who 
could have done much better in life 
but just because of their 
indedsiveness, or lack of knowledge 
about openings or poor selection of 
career, tiiey are stagnating at middle 
or lower-middle levels of success. It is 
also observed that several people 
keep complaining about their choice 


of career later in life. The reasons for 
such dissatisfaction could be lack of 
aptitude, lack of opportunities for 
growth or poor compensation 
package. 

It is thus very important that 
before making a final selection, the 
candidates take necessary 
precautions so that they do not have 
to repent later in life. Of course It is 
true that human beings 
psychologically attach more value to 
what they do not possess. Similarly, 
after a particular period of time in a 
career, human beings get attracted to 
other professions/jobs. This 
uncertain and wavering state of mind 
can be avoided if at the time of 
choosing a career, due care is taken to 
examine all the aspects. While setting 
an objective the following factors are 
important; 

(a) Knowledge: Knowledge 
about all the careers is essential to 
make a correct decision in this regard. 
Unless a candidate knows what all 
options are available to him/her, 
given the educational qualifications, 
correct decision may be difficult to 
make. The growth avenues, job 
requirements, remunerations and 
service conditions are some of the 
aspects about which a candidate 
must be fully aware. It is, therefore, 
imperative tiiat complete details of 
career available, educational 
qualifications required, future 
prospects and remimeration, etc are 
fully enquired into by a candidate 
before even attempting a .selection. 

One source is The Competition 
Master. The Competition Master 
provides detailed information about 
various careers every month, giving 
details of eligibility, career prospects, 
competition details, syllabi, etc. It 
also provides details and tips on 


preparing for various prestigious 
competitions. A regular study ^ this 
feature will equip die cand^ate with 
adequate knowledge to decide about 
their final choice of careers. 

{b) Aptitude: After the 
knowledge is acquired, the candidate 
is requir^ to do some self-analysis to 
judge the inherent aptitude for a 
particular job. The aptitude develops 
over a longer period of time and is 
dependent on several factors like 
family background, experiences of 
early life, economic and social 
po.sition, exposure to a particular 
service/job, priorities in life, 
psychological needs and desires, etc. 
All these things make deep 
impressions on one's psyche and 
influences the sub<onscious mind in 
favour of a particular career. This is 
the reason that the candidates 
coming from similar backgrounds 
may have explicit choice for a career 
out of the range of Civil Services, 
Armed Forces, Engineering, 
Computers, Medical Science, Forest 
Services, Management, etc. Thus, at 
times the candidates find it difficult 
to explain the reasons for choosing a 
particular career. A career of one's 
aptitude will not only make one's job 
more interesting, but will also ensure 
better job satisfaction and 
enrichment. A candidate having 
aptitude for maths should enter in 
this field directly or should go in for 
Statistics, Engineering, Economics or 
even computers. Similarly 
candidates with interest in sciences 
may go in for a career in pure 
sciences, medical science, or space or 
nuclear sciences. Persons inter^ted 
in commerce and business may find 
their inclination towards 
management and flnancial services 
like Banking, Insurance, Capital 
Markets, etc. In addition, several 
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candidates have specific interest in 
fashion technology, media, 
journalism or compitters and due 
weightage should be given to it while 
finally selecting a career. A candidate 
with over 90 per cent marks, in 
plus-two examination need not 
necessarily take the pre-engineering 
or pre-medical tests if his/her 
interest lies in administration or 
management. More than the 
candidates, their wards must 
understand that an outstanding 
student must not mxessarily become 
a doctor or an engineer. The example 
of numerous engineers and doctors 
figuring in the list of Civil Services 
every year supports this fact and a 
rational decision at the initial stages 
can prevent unnecessary' wastage of 
time and resources on such 
candidates. 

(c) Personal Preference: At times 
a candidate may have aptitude tor a 
particular profession or job but 
his/her preference may be for a 
different career. For example a 
candidate coming from a good 
business family may have natural 
aptitude and flair for business but 
his/her preference may be for Civil 
Services. Similarly, a candidate from 
an artistic family with natural 
aptitude for art may have specific 
preference for professions like 
engineering, medicine, flying or even 
armed forces. Similarly, an army 
officer's son, who is fully acquainted 
with the st)'lo of working of army, its 
etiquettes and traditions, may have 
personal preference for business 
management. Hence, personal 
preference of a candidate should be a 
major determinant while selecHng a 
career. 

(d) Job peculiarities: Hvery job is 
different from the other in a way that 
the service conditions are different, 
the scope of posting could be 
restricted to a district, state, ct)untry 
or the entire world or oven could be 
non-transferable. Some jobs are iiuire 
lucrative, while others may not be 
lucrative but may have a lot of 
powers and authority attached to 
them. The example of commercial 


flying and civil .services is most 
appropriate in this regard. Similarly 
some jobs like flying and armed 
forces have high, elennent of 
adventure as well iisk to life. Further, 
some professions like self- 
employment in high-tech areas and 
indu.stries and journali.sm offer more 
self-dependence while the 
government jobs n*quire extreme 
.sub-ordination. The candidates must 
weigh pros and cons of job 
peculiarities in detail and based on 
their aptitude, preference and 
chances of success should decide 
about it. 

((’) Self Assessment: Before 
ch(xvsing a career or setting aims and 
objectives, an inward looking 
exercise of self-assessment by the 
candidates is v'ery important. The 
goals so .set should not be too high or 
too low for the candidate. Setting up 
of appropriate goals w'ould be 
achieved only after a candidate 
makes a correct self-assessment of 
his/her educational qualifications, 
communication skills, analytical 
capability, intelligence and 
experience. C>ne must be able to 
identify the hidden talent as w'ell 
competence to w'ithstand tough 
competition in the concerned ficld.lt 
is also true that tJie aim must be 
higher than the existing capabilities 
and the candidate must aim to rise to 
the required level. However, too 
high an aim may, at times, turn out 
to be frustrating and 
counter-prod uctivc. 

Planning and Preparation 

After having chosen a career or 
profession, timely planning and 
preparation for getting into the 
concerned educational institution or 
the competitive examination is the 
next important step. Mere selection of 
a career would mean nothing if it is 
not duly backed up by good planning 
and preparation. For this purpose the 
candidates have to identify the time 
available to them, areas of 
preparation and existing state of 
preparedness. Existing state of 
preparedness would determine the 
effort to be put in on a .particular 


aspect. For example a candidate who 
is an engineering graduateand.wants 
to get into'ffie civil services, n^y be 
well prepared in his subja^t but 
may require preparation in the 
second optional and General 
Studies. The time planning would 
then accordingly be made 
depending upon the availability of 
time. 

Acquiring the knowledge is the 
key issue in the entire preparation. 
Quantum of self-confidence is also 
directly proportionate to the overall 
level of knowledge. Hence, the 
candidates must strive at getting 
more and more knowledge. A golden 
principle for success is that there 
is no short-cut to success. Hard 
work and extensive reading is an 
essential pre-requisite and the 
candidate must toil hard. 

Apart from the specific 
knowledge of the concerned subject, 
general knowledge also acts as a 
cornerstone for success in any career. 
G.K. not only assists a candidate to 
get into the career of one's choice, but 
also assists later in life to be 
successful. There are numerous 
examples of very brilliant candidates 
who were poor in General 
Knowledge not making to their 
desired fields of interest. The 
knowledge of the concerned subjects 
must be supplemented by good 
General Knowledge. 

Selection of proper books and 
magazines assists a candidate to 
prepare in G.K. A base book 
supported by a competitive 
magazine like the CM. is strongly 
recommended. This magazine 
covers all aspects, right from the 
current affairs, national and 
international, intelligence tests, 
careers, current GK, features on 
current national and international 
affairs, solved papers, articles on 
economic affairs, etc. 

Start the exercise to choose a 
caieer for yourself as eaHy as 
possible. And then plah ' your 
priorities accordingly to become 
successful in whichever path^ you 
choose. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Educated Unenwloyment 
and Opening of new 
Colleges 

Q. Keeping in view the rate of 
educated unemployment, opening 
of new colleges beyond +2 stage 
should be stopped. 

Give two argument in favour 
of the view and two arguments 
against the view. 

Arguments in Favour of the View 

1. After years of populism and 
soft-options, the time has come to 
take a hard look at die stupendous 
problem of educated unemployment 
and adopt meaningful measures to 
meet the challenges ahead. Sina* the 
problem of educated unemployment 
defies an easy solution, the best course 
to stem the rot is not to open any nevv 
colleges after the ^2 stage. Instead of 
wasting nation's scarce resources on 
liberal education, tliat leads the edu¬ 
cated youth nowhere, it is high time we 
consolidated and .strengdiened the ex¬ 
isting infra-struchiral facilities in the 
colleges. The need of the hour is to im¬ 
part a new dirccticm and discipline to 
our education policy and thus give a 
go-bye to ad-hodsm that has already 
played havoc with our national 
priorities. 

2. In their heart of hearts even 
the critics of the proposition agree 
that by opening new colleges 
beycihd the +2 stage, we would only 
be aggravating the already explosive 
situation arising out of the ever- 
rising gfaph of educated unemploy¬ 
ment. There is hardly any sense in 
churning out thousands of ordinary 
graduate firom the colleges and then 
lamentihg over the fcatiul fact that 
employment opportunities are lag¬ 
ging, far behind the number of ap¬ 
plicants. By not opening more 
colleges after the +2 stage, heavens 
will not fall provided the planners can 
devis^ other alternatives to absorb die 
youdi in some gainful occupation. 


Arguments Against the View 

1. The remedy suggested is 
worse than the disease. Simply be- 
cai^ our policy makers have failed 
to tackle the prcAiiem of educated un¬ 
employment does not mean that we 
should embark upon a suicidal 
course of not opening new colleges 
after the +2 stage. By resorting to 
such a hasty decision, we would only 
invite ridicule and critical comments 
on our intellectual bankruptcy. 

2. In a democratic set-up, no 
draconian measure or decree can 
deny the exercise of basic right of 
higher education to its youth. If the 
compulsions of educated unemploy¬ 
ment force us not to open new colleges 
after + 2$tagc, we should not forget that 
such a panicky course of action would 
deprive young boys and girls of oppor¬ 
tunities of becoming future scientists, 
academicians, administrators, 
management experts, ct al. If the 
spectre of growing educated un¬ 
employment threateas us in the face 
today the fault lies with the perceptioas 
of policy-makers and not with die bud¬ 
ding youth standing on the threshold 
of new ho|ies and aspirations. Hence 
the propositiem deserves to be jet- 
tisorted at once. 

Fighting drought in our 
Country 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to fight drought in our 
country. Explain, how the measures 
being suggested by you would be 
helpful. 

Ans. Despite the Green Revolu¬ 
tion in cereals and oil seeds, Indian 
agriculture is still largely dependent 
upcm timely and adequate rainfall. 
God forbid, if the rain god goes 
miserly or astray, the consequences 
can be really nerve-breaking. In the 
absence of irrigation facilities for the 
entire agricultural land in different 
parte of the country, periodic occur¬ 
rence of drought conditions here and 
there, do vitiate the living conditions 


of the aftected people and put an un¬ 
foreseen strain on the administrative 
machinery. In order to overcome die 
unpredictable behaviour of rains 
and the resultant drought, the fallow¬ 
ing measures can go a long way in 
effectively fighting the nightmare of 
drought. 

1. In place of big dams-cum- 
reservoirs that require huge invest¬ 
ments and long time period to bear 
fruit, it is suggested diat small dams- 
cum-lakes be constructed and the 
work on feeder canals taken in hand 
simultaneously. Also this will not dis¬ 
turb the local ecology or dislcKating 
the people from the dam site. In some 
cases, the construction of big dams 
may become on unavoidable reality 
and such a course may concern the 
fortunes of more than one Slate. 
Under these circumstances, matters 
concerning the fate of the people and 
places should be looked at with an 
open mind, so that the human face of 
development is not disfigured under 
the weight of only technolt^ical ad¬ 
vancement. 

2. As is die* practice in South 
India, where irrigation mostly 
depends upon rain-fed tanks, lakes 
or ponds, the same approach can be 
tried elsewhere also. With the help of 
local men and material, storage tanks 
can be made in those areas which 
remain prone to periodic droughts. 
Instead of the rain water going waste 
for want of storage facilities, it can be 
fed into die artificial lakes and then 
made use of for irrigation purposes 
whenever such an eventuality 
arises. Besides, tube-wells in dry 
areas should be dug on war footing 
and the availability ol electric supp¬ 
ly to run these tube-wells should be 
ensured. 

3. The feasibility of constructing 
the 'National Grid of Rivers', under 
the control of the Central govern¬ 
ment, should be considered urgently. 
All disputes pertaining to the sharing 
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of river-waters among States should 
be settled within the stipulated time- 
frame. How a country like Israel has 
turned its deserts into green fields, 
can become an interesting as well as 
a profitable proposition as far as our 
own drought-prone States are con¬ 
cerned. Plantation of trees in those 
areas that have been denuded of their 
forest cover, should also be given 
foremost priority. 

Term of the Lok Sabha 

Q. "Some people feel the teim 
of the Lok Sabha should be reduced 
to three years from the present five 
years." Give your views on the 
above statement. Substantiate your 
view by giving examples from your 
experience, reading and knowledge. 

Ans. The election results are a 
barometer that indicates the way the 
wind is blowing. If today some 
people feel that 5-year term of the 
Lok Sabha is too long a period to 
make both the government and the 
M.P.S responsive and responsible to 
the electorate, the alternative of 
reducing its term to 3 years is not 
without its flaws or weaknesse.s. The 
advocates of the statement may have 
very genuine feelings and sentiments 
about the move, but the proposal, if 
carried out, may prove to become a 
Pandora's box with merits and 
demerits coming out with an element 
of suspense or surprise. 

Since no system or institution 
devised by human ingenuity and in¬ 
telligence is either infallible or incor¬ 
rigible, the proposal to reduce the 
term of the Lok Sabha from the 
present five years to three years is 
worth careful consideration. There 
are no two opinions about the fact 
that the success of democracy, 
whether Presidential or Parliament, 
depends more on the calibre and 
character of its elected members than 
on the term of their tenure. If by 
reducing the term to three years, we 
hope to make our representatives 
more susceptible and sensitive to the 
problems of the people, the move is 
quite laudable. 

By reducing the term of the Lok 
Sabha to three years the sword of 
damocles would be kept hanging on 


the heads of M.P.s and prevent them 
from beconung creatures above law 
and accountability. Since they would 
have to fight elections afier every 
three years, they cannot take the 
voters for granted and befool them 
with glib talk or gimmicks, the tricks 
that have ruled the roost so far be¬ 
cause people's memory is thought to 
be short. Without showing some tan¬ 
gible results of their efforts in im¬ 
proving the socio-economic lot of the 
people, the M.P.s may find tite going 
tough when they are made to face the 
electorate after three years. 

But the other side of the coin is 
that a three-year term may prove to 
be too short to acquaint members 
with the intricacies, legalities and 
workings of the Lok Sabha. Before 
the proposal is carried through, elec¬ 
toral reforms, which are long over¬ 
due, will have to be carried out with 
utmost care and consideration. The 
role of money, mafia and media in 
distorting the electoral process and in 
vitiating the elecKons, will have to be 
curbed. Since the holding of elec¬ 
tions entails enormous expenditure, 
large-scale mobilisation of resources 
for a poor country like India can be 
difficult. 

IfAVhen Postal Services 
Disappear 

Q. "If there is no postal services 
in the world." Give three possible 
consequences if such a thing hap¬ 
pens. 

Ans. We are living in an age 
which can rightly be called the 'Age 
of Communications' sustained and 
supported by satellites, electronic 
gadgets, a highly sophisticated net¬ 
work of transport and an equally effi¬ 
cient and dedicated army of postal 
and tele-communication employees. 
If the world has shrunk today and 
become a happy hunting ground for 
pelf and pleasure, contacts and col¬ 
laboration at different levels, the 
credit for this remarkable revolution 
largely goes to the services rendered 
by the postal departments the world 
over. Without their excellent record 
of service to the nation-States, most of 
our socio-economic, emotional and 
creative needs would have remained 


unfulfilled and as a result, the most 
stupendous successes in different 
walks of life would have been for- 
gottert by now. If by any chance or 
catastrophe 'there is no postal ser¬ 
vice left in the world' the peoples 
inhabiting the globe should be 
ready to face the music and be 
prepared to bear the following pos¬ 
sible consequences. 

1. Millions of men and women 
seeking employment in postal 
departments all over the civilised 
world will find this avenue closed for 
ever. Those already working in these 
departments will become surplus 
over-night and hence they will be 
asked to quit and face the ugly 
prospects of joblessness with all ite 
attendant confusion, crisis and con¬ 
flicts. The problem of unemploy¬ 
ment, which is already quite acute 
and agonising, will become much 
more malignant in future. 

2. Emotional ties that written 
words and letters bultres.s between 
blood relations and friends at home 
and abroad, will be .snapped if the 
postal services vanish. News, good or 
bad, will fail to find another channel 
as effective and efficient as the postal 
department. Human relations in all 
their hues would lose their warmth 
and lustre. The concept of 'Pen 
friendship' would be dried at its very 
source. The epithet 'Man of Letters' 
would go out of use when there is no 
postal service to back up the creative 
instincts of those who live by the 
power of their pen. 

3. Trade and business, com¬ 
merce and industry—^rather the en¬ 
tire spectrum of economic activity 
that gets stimulated through the ar¬ 
rival of letters—will come to a grind¬ 
ing halt. With no postal services 
available to carry written instruc¬ 
tions, orders and a host of other 
strings attadted to the economic life 
of the people, the very existence of 
the socio-economic structures will 
become a 'question mark'. May be, 
we will be forced to fall back upon the 
services of couriers/runners or 
trained pigeons to send urgent writ¬ 
ten messages, but that too to not very 
distant destinations. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Divided We Stand 


With the Viskm Hindu Parishad 
and the Babri Masjid Action Committee 
once again iwtding for a showdown, 
India seems to be in for another round o/ 
communal frenzy. Many have come to 
say that this is a pn^lem India has to 
learn to Ihv with, as communalism is 
inherent in our rcligio-polilical history. 
The projmition far debate is: “Com¬ 
munalism is inherent in the Indian situa¬ 
tion." 

MrA Hinduism and Islam, 
the professed religions of the two 
major communities are internally 
disjunctive, standing for two 
distinctive, traditional view-points, 
livery asp«H't of a Muslim's life is 
governed by a system of divine 
law, which by its very immutability 
is closed to the process of 
})rc^ressive secularisation. The 
prcAilem has been made further 
intractable by historical factors. 

Islam came to India with the sword 
in one hand and the Quran in the 
other. Its fivc-centur)’ (13th-I7th C.) 
domination was characterised by 
orgies of mas.sacre, plunder and 
rapine at regular intervals. As a 
result, a haired of the Muslims, and 
a belief that they lack human 
virtues of compasssion and 
tolerance, became deeply rooted in 
the Hindu psyche, reinforced by 
the fact that lower castes in large 
numbers got converted to Islam. 

At first there was the innate 
contempt of the conquerors for the 
conquered. Later, after conversions 
of lower castes, it was the 
inevitable hatred of the inferior for 
the superior. Then, there was the 
proverbial zeal of the neophytes to 
i which was added tire misconceived 
' attempt of rulers like Aurangzeb to 
I convert India from a 'land of 
i infidels' to the 'land of the faithful'. 

■ The rigidity and crusading spirit in 
' Islam, moreover, has always led to 

I the Muslim's social exclusivity. 

■ Wherever they Irave gone—in 


India, North Africa or the 
Balkans—tlrey could not or would 
not assimilate into the native 
population and always tended to 
live in an adversial position. 
During the long Muslim 
domination, therefore, Hindus and 
Muslims lived in India as two 
distinct and mutually exclusive 
societies rather than as two halves 
of a whole. Muslims were educated 
in non-Indian languages like 
Arabic and Persian and weaned on 
tales of heroes not from this land 
but from Arabia and Persia, who 
exterminated the infidels and idol 
W'orshippers in their path. 
Historical facts cannot be wiped 
out, e.specially the horrors of 
partition. There can be no way by 
which the two communities can be 
made to live in cohesion. 


MrB I readily concede that 

Hindus w’ere despised and 
discriminated against during the 
Mu.slim period of our history. But 
active persecution, resulting in loss 
of life, property or religion was 
actually only spasmodic and 
restricted in its territorial extent. 
With the passage of time the two 
communities learnt to live together 
and interact. Conversions from 
Hinduism actually helped in this 
process because the converts 
invariably stuck to their old social 
structure and customs and 
ceremonies. In rural areas 
qjBedally, it became difficult to tell 
a Hindu Jat from a Muslim Jat and 
a Hindu Rajput from a Muslim 
Rajput. Sayyid Ghulam Hussain, 
the Bengali historian, wrote 
towards the clcse of the 18th 
Century that the previous hostility 
of the two had been more or Jess 
forgotten and 'the two nations had 
come to coalesce together into one 
whole, like milk and sugar'. The 
view that inemories of past 
persecution Were a factor in the rise 
of the present communal problem. 


therefore, is a myth not history. In 
actuality, the Britishers were the 
creators of the communal problem 
in India. During the Revolt of 1857, 
Sir John Lawrence, the then Lt 
Governor of Punjab, wrote tu the 
Governor General that he would 
'look for differences between the 
two communities'. The foundation 
of Divide and Rule were laid when 
Principal Beck of Aligarh College 
converted Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 
from a staunch nationalist to a 
rabid coinmunalist and it 
culminated in 1906 when the 
Muslim League was formed by the 
efforts of another principal of that 
college, Mr Archbald. A communal 
political party and communal 
electorates were just two of the 
political tools employed by the 
British to create a gulf between the 
two communities. Others were 
weighted reservation in services 
reservation far in access of the 
population percentage for the 
Muslims in order to create 
resentment against them among the 
Sikhs and Hindus. Deliberate 
f<\isification of history to the effect 
that Hindus and Muslims had 
always been fighting each other 
was another. But the worst was the 
use of language and education a.s 
divisive tools. The policy of 
promotion of English gave way to 
the promotion of Urdu and other 
Indian languages so that pupils 
should use different mediums. The 
policy of establishing a net-work of 
gc*vemmcnl schools gave way to 
encouraging denominational 
schools—Islamia Schools for the 
Maslims, Khalsa Schools for the 
Sikhs and the S.D. and D. A.V. 
Schools for the f lindus. Thus the 
mediaeval academic situation was 
recreated in order to promote a 
narrow, communal outlook from 
the early impressionable years. We 
are now reaping the bitter harvest 
sowed by the British. Yet we have 
to remember that 95% of the Indian 
Muslims had their roots in the soil 
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and their life, in all its temporal 
aspects, had to conform to the 
environment in which they grew. 
TTterefore, Muslims and Hindus of 
cme region have more in common 
with one another than with their 
respective brethren in another 
region. They even express their 
thoughts in the same regional 
language. So natural cohesive pulls 
are much stronger than any 
artificially impo.sed communal 
divisive force.s. 

MrC Do you really think 
diat the fact Hindus and Muslims 
are living together is of much 
coitsequenco? After all what else 
can they do? The question is 
whether there is something 
inherent in their socio-religious 
systems that rules out their living 
together harmoniously. In case 
there is some ba.sic incompatibility, 
it is obvious that they will be 
always at loggerheads and the 
communal problem will persist. 
Now, so far as Muslims arc 
concerned, law has been laid down 
for them once for all by Prophet 
Mohammad. It is derived from the 
Quran which was revealed to the 
Prophet by God and the Hadis 
which are the compilations of the 
Prophet's sayings and doings ns 
reported by his companions. This 
divine law is eternally valid and 
therefore, incapable of change, 
lienee the rigidity of and 
fundamentalism in Islam. The 
problem is that unlike in other 
religions Muslim law is all 
comprehensive and covers all 
matters connected with society and 
an individual's life. Even beliefs arc 
regulated. Muslims are, therefore, 
left with very little elbow room for 
adaptation to changed 
circumstances and for 
accommodation with other 
communities. The Partition, which 
left only 37 million Muslims in 
India further accentuated their fear 
complex. Their answer was to 
revive the Tabligh movement 
(preventing converts from 
reverting to their original faith), in 
order to prevent their numbers 
from being further reduced and to 


bring about horizontal solidarity by 
promoting purist conformity with 
orthodox Islam through discarding 
Hindu practices and rituals which 
had been adopted by them earlier. 
On the political plane, share in 
political power was sought to be 
gained through voting en-bloc for 
either the Congress or the leftists 
whoever agreed to field a Muslim 
candidate. The inevitable result 
was that Muslim communalism 
became more active and forceful. 

To my mind, therefore, socially the 
Muslims will remain a parallel 
society and there is no chance at all 
of them indianising themselves and 
merging with the mainstream. 
Politically, they will attempt further 
consolidation in order to become 
an effective power and protest 
group. They are, therefore, bound 
to come into clash with Hindu 
communalism which has 
reactivated itself, especially since 
the 80's. 1 have no doubt that with 
us communalism has come to stay. 


MrD 


My friend speaks in a 


voice of doom. Granted that 


Quaranic law permits neither 
addition nor modification. But 


there i.s no bar to its 


re-interpretation in the light of 
changing circumstances by the 
prcKess of ijtiJwd (innovative 
interpretation) well-recognised by 
early Muslim jurists. In fact 
important changes came in the 
Islamic socio-political system 
within forty years of the Prophet's 
death, and during the cour.se of its 
extensive travels Islam adopted 
itself to local customs and usages of 
scores of .societies. In India itself 


Muslim society underwent 
fundamental changes. It 
abandoned the strict equality 
prescribed by Islam and adopted 
the caste system. The upper ruling 
classes came to be called Sharif 
(noble) and the Indian converts 
from lower castes Razil (ignoble). In 
our own times many reforms have 
been introduced in Indonesia 


through modern education and in 
Egypt, though admittedly in the 
teeth of opposition of the Ulema in 
the latter case. Communalism, as it 


is understood today, was not a part 
of Indian ethos when the British 
took over. It was deliberately 
planted by them as pointed out by 
my friend Mr B, and has been 
nurtured by us since independence, 
by default or design. We have 
deliberately coromunalised our 
electoral system in order to create 
vote-banks. We have permitted 
political parties that indulge in 
blatant commimal propaganda to 
fight elections, form government 
and to pursue communal policies 
even through legislation. Our 
communally-oriented religious 
policy, euphemistically called 
secularism, has consistently 
supported the 

fimdamentalist-orthodox sections 
of Muslim society and legitimised 
the hold of semi-literate and 
obscurantist Mullahs. We have 
systematically ignored the 
progressive and liberal elements 
among the Muslims, who could 
have led their society to 
modernization and to the 
progressive .secularisation of at 
least some of their institutions. 

Even more disastrous has been our 
failure to develop a national system 
of education which alone was 
capable of promoting feeling of 
onene.ss among our various castes 
and communities. Instead we have 
allowed the quality of our 
education to deteriorate to such an 
extent that has ceased to be 
educative at all. We have 
consequently failed to develop in 
our post-independence generation 
the scientific temper or even the 
faculty of independent thinking 
and rational approach to problems. 
Wc have reduced a sizeable section 
of our population to a vegetative 
mob which is susceptible to 
rabble-rousing with the greatest 
ease. In 1947, when there was a 
complete break-down of law and 
order and Muslims were on the 
run, any body could have 
demolished the Babri Masjid, but 
didn't. The bases of our socio- 
religious situation were the same 
even then. Commurtalism is 
certainly not basic to our national 
ethos. 
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MRAORAPH-WMTiNG 


MODEL PARAGRAPHS 


'^Sweet are the uses of 
adversity/' 

If pro^erity bloats the head, ad¬ 
versity deflates tiie over-inflated 
ego and brings human beings back 
to the rigorous realities of life. Ad- 
v^ity, though unpleasant and un¬ 
savoury, is a great teacher, who 
teaches us to differentiate between a 
friend and a foe. Of all the virtues 
that visit upon us during the short 
span of life, adversity is the most 
rewarding. Seemingly it may mean 
bitter and baneful but on deep 
reflection, we find it of great value 
and vigour. It opens our mental eye 
to the ground realities and chastens 
our puerile passions that render us 
incapable of looking beyond our 
nose. It is only in adversity that the 
best features of human character 
manifest themselves. Just as the 
purity of gold is tested in fire, the 
strength of human character is 
judg^ in adverse circumstances, 
when misfortunes seem to have a 
free run. In the initial stages of ad¬ 
verse times, the reactions may be 
those of despondency or despera¬ 
tion but before long it dawns upon 
human wisdom that adversity too 
brings many sweet uses in its 
stroll. Challenges turn into chances 
and odds become opportunities 
when we go through the lean 
period of adversity with an open 
mind and an equanimity of 
temperament. In fact adversity 
opors many new vistas and offers 
the whole world for exploration 
and exposition. 

"The great enemy of truth 
is often not the lie but the 
myth/' 

No doubt the lie has no legs to 
stand upon but the myth has the 
whole world at its command to per¬ 
petuate it. Anything that is imagi¬ 
nary, fictitious or impossible wears 


the halo of a myth and often works 
in opposition to the pursuit of truth. 
Most of the seekers of truth have 
suffered at the hands of those who 
were cunning enough to exploit 
people's faith in myths and 
mysteries. It is easy to nail down 
the fobric of a lie, which is an open 
enemy of truth, but to defeat the 
dubious designs of a myth-maker 
is, indeed, a hard nut to crack. Truth 
is inspiring but the myth is blind¬ 
ing. Truth is a certainty, the myth a 
probability. The lie can keep the 
flock together for a while and when 
exposed, it falls like a house of 
cards. But the myth, works on the 
sly and leaves no opportunity to 
frustrate the efforts of those who 
work day and night to get at the 
bottom of truth. With the help of 
knowledge, media and other 
aids, we can fight the forces of 
falsehood and call their bluff to 
light. But to pick up cudgels 
against the tyranny of myths, 
that has been holding the masses 
under its thumb for centuries, is 
a colossal task fraught with 
many risks and uncertainties. 

"Life is full of strange 
happenings." 

Mysterious are the ways of God 
and strange is the spectacle of life 
that keeps us on tenterhooks all the 
time. Undoubtedly, life is a saga of 
actions and reactions, surprises and 
shocks. If the suspense were miss¬ 
ing from the various stages of 
human life, it would lose much of 
its charm and cheer. Thus if things 
go awry and queer happenings take 
us by surprise, they should be 
treated as sauce to sandwiches or 
spice added to the foodstuff called 
'human life'. Meetings and partings, 
rewards and punishments, hopes 
and feans—they all reflect the 
doings of a mysterious power that 
holds the strings and makes us 


dance to its tunes. Hitting the jack¬ 
pot or kicking the bucket when 
there are no perceptible pointers to 
their happening, simply shows that 
human aspirations or apprehen¬ 
sions are not straight like dotted 
lines. There an always gaps and in¬ 
explicable twists and turns in our 
lives. If nature unfolds itself in 
many strange ways, so does human 
nature and its ingenuity. After all 
with its pitfalls and paths, pains 
and pleasures, life offers a delicious 
dishes of expected results and un- 
fore.seen eruptions. 

"Wealth and happiness do 
not necessarily go 
together." 

Happiness is a state of mind 
and as such the latter is not neces- 
.sarily the Mammon's maid that can 
be made to play a second fiddle to 
wealth. There is no denying the fact 
that money can buy a number of 
comforts and conveniences but it 
can seldom bring us mental mellow¬ 
ness or spiritual serenity. When 
people join the mad race to make 
quick money and then hoard it in 
safe coffers, they do so in the vain 
hope of enjoying happiness. What 
they really get in return. Such 
societies or individuals as claim to 
have mastered the art of minting 
money are more prone to a restive 
state of mind than their less for¬ 
tunate counterparts. It is often said 
that money makes the mare go and 
good luck smiles on those who are 
blessed with pelf and power. But be¬ 
hind the glitter of gold, we seldom 
fail to discern the web of woes and 
worries that keeps weaving itself 
around their world. If wealth could 
bring harmony and happiness, 
there should not have been many 
cases of broken-homes, drug-addic¬ 
tion, violence or suicides among the 
affluent sections of Hie civilised 
societies. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 




Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

PANCHAYATI RAJ 

Historic Act comes into force 

N April 23, 1994 the 73rd Constitution Amendment 
Act, relating to the Panchayati Raj institutions, came 
into force. The legislation is aimed at enhancing the 
capabilities of the rural people to involve them in the plan¬ 
ning process with respect to their priorities. It would 
decentralise the execution of all kinds of developmental 
activities. 

(I'ordcldils acc Special Feature II on page 874 ) 

DEFENCE 

F-16 offer to Pakistan : Fears of arms race 
starting afresh 

HSJ'ITK a .strong opposition, voiced by India, which 
made it clear that any sale of F-lft fighter aircraft to 
Pakistan would adversely affect security scenario in the 
region, US Deputy Sc*crt*tar\’ of State, Nlr Stnibe Tallxitt, 
has defended the Clinton administration's proposal to sell 
the fighter jets to Pakistan, saying that both India and 
Pakistan already possessed aircraft of higher potency, tind 
the)’ needed more of them. 

USA has offered to sell to Pakistan the long due F-lb 
aircraft it Pakistan agreed to a verifiable cap on its nuclear 
programme. 

The sale of F-I6s to Pakistan was stopped under the 
f'ro.ssler l.aw which rt'quires the Pre.sident to certify that 
Pakistan dex's not posse.ss nuclear arms capability. USA 
has offered a one-time waiver in return for the nuclear 
cap. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara.simha Kao reacted to the 
propK>sal by saying that the acquisition of F-16 fighter 
aircraft by Pakistin would disturb the security environ¬ 
ment in the region and escalate tension. 

yXddtessing the conference of Air Force Commanders, 
Mr Rao noted with concern that Pakistan, in its relentless 
effort to modernise itsarmed forces and enliance itsair strike 
power, was going beyond its legitimate requirement. 

Mr Rao made it clear that if the US went ahead with the 
F-16 deal, it would not be possible to promote nuclear non¬ 
proliferation in the sub-continent and India would have to 
take steps to enhance its air strike power accordingly. 

Meanwhile the parliamentary standing committee on 
defence has strongly advocated to the government to ur¬ 


gently upgrade the Indian Air Force strike and intercep¬ 
tion capability, to meet the threat of Pakistan acquiring 
additional F-16s from USA. 

The committee has strongly supported the uigent 
clearance of the major IAF projects like the upgradation 
programme of tlie ageing MIC fleet and the long pending 
proposal for acquisition of the advanced jet trainer. 

It is learnt that lndia'.s old defence supply source, 
Russia, lias given an attractive offer to supply 30 MIG-29 
fighter planes on terms which do not .strain the resources 
immediately. Although the earlier MJG-29s were not 
multi-role aircraft, as J*-16s are, the latest versiem are 
stated to be muJli-rolc aircraft, suitable both as intercep- . 
tors and for attacking targets deep in hostile territory. 

INDIA-AUSTRALIA 

RELATIONS 

Vice-President Narayanan's Visit 

ICE President of India, Mr K.R. Narayanan, visited 
Australia on April 19,1994 on a nine-day official visit - - 
The nearly haIf-a-century old Indo-Australian ties 
received the mudi needed boost with the visit. 

India and Australia reaffirmed to come closer in 
economic and trade relations, and more so in the context 
of Asia-Pacific regional cooperation. 

During the meeting of Mr Narayanan with the Prime 
Minister of Australia, Mr P.j. Keating, both sides ex¬ 
changed views on exploring the potential of the respective 
countries following economic liberalisation. 

Mr Narayanan also inaugurated the 'India today, . 
1994' festival. The festix’al is being organised to strengtlKsn 
the cultural relations of the two countries. 

Mr Keating regretted that natural links between the 
two countries had not developed to the extent as th^ 
should have, fie hoped that Mr Narayanan's visit would 
be exploited by the Business Communities in both the 
countries, for mutual benefit. 

INDO-GERMAN RELATIONS 

Germany for closer trade ties 

I N a significant development, Germany has conveyed 
that its economic relations witii India will not be guided 
by non-economic issue.s like human rights and child . 
labour. This was stated by the visiting German minister 
for economics, Mr Guenter Rexrodt. He made it clear that 
his country was committed to free and unrestricted trade. 

Admitting that some countries had raised such non- 
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economic and non-tariff issues in the GATT negotiations, 
he said that Germany was of the firm view that such issues 
should not be brought in the trade negotiations. He added 
that Germany was also against ‘social dumping', as dif¬ 
ferent countries had different social standards. 

' However, he emphasised that his country was very 
much concerned on environmental issues. Mr Rexrodt 
said that Germany has identified India as a key country 
for future trade and investment. 

INDO-FRENCH TIES 

Visit of French Foreign Minister to boost ties 

RENCH Foreign Minister, Mr Alain Juppe, visited 
India on April 3,1994 on a three-day official visit. 
During his visit he made it clear that the commercial 
disputes between the two countries would not come in 
the way of expanding their political and economic rela¬ 
tions. 

The disputes relate to the Dulhasti Hydro-electric 
project, work on which is suspended due to insurgency in 
Ka^mir, and the HBJ pipeline, in respect of which st>me 
claims remain unsettled. 

He attributed the slow down in the French 
economic involvement in India to the lack of interest 
shown by the French' companies, due to the inadequate 
knowledge about the liberalisation programme. He 
hoped that his visit would help in the revival of French 
interest in India. 

At one time France was the major aid-giver to India 
and the eighth largest investor. 

Mr Juppe also lent out full political support to 
India on the Kashmir issue. He said that Prance op¬ 
posed the internationalisation of the Kashmir issue. 
He said that the solution to Kashmir should be found 
within the framework of the Simla Accord, and 
hoped dialogue between India and Pakistan would 
resume soon. 

Difference, however, persisted on the issue of signing 
of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). France 
does not want the treaty to be modified and also wants it 
to be extended indefinitely. India is opposed to the signing 
of a discriminatory NPT. 

It must be noted that France itself had signed the NPT 
only two years back, after it had completed its weapons 
programme, including over-ground testing. 

Mr Juppe also welcomed the setting-up of a National 
Human Rights Commission by India as also the greater 
transparency in Kashmir. 

Mr Juppe also assured India that there was no move 
on part of his government to inclusion of a social 
protection clause in the GATT accord. But, he said, that 
certain minimum levels of rules, set by the International 
Labour Organisation, should be taken into account, if 
possible, in world trade. He also indicated that France 


will like to sign a bilateral investment protection treaty 
withindia. 

INDO-US RELATIONS 

Clinton does a somersault on ties with 
India 

TN sharp contrast to the past critical utterances. President 
XBill Clinton of USA, in a letter to the Federation of India 
Associates trustee, described the Indo-US relations as 
"solid", highlighting the potential for further growth be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

In respect of the human rights he said: "We recognise 
the important work done by Indian private groups and 
individuals to address human rights problems." He had 
earlier criticised India's human rights record in Kashmir 
and Punjab. 

He added that US encouraged India to pursue peace¬ 
ful solutions to problems at home and abroad, that have 
posed threats to the security of that "great nation". 

He also supported India's economic reforms 
programme. 

LAW POINT 

Supreme Court grants right to commit 
suicide 

N a historic judgement set;king to "humanise ' the 
criminal law, a division bench of the Supreme Court, 
comprising Mr Justice R.M. Sahai and Mr Justice B.L. 
Hansari, has held that a person has a "right to die". It has 
declared unconstitutional St‘Ction 309, under the Indian 
Penal Code, which makes "attempt to suicide" a penal 
offence. 

The apex court held that a person cannot be forced to 
enjoy right to life to his detriment, di.sadvantage or dislik¬ 
ing. The judges made it clear that an act of suicide could 
not be said to be again.st religion, morality or public policy 
and an act of attempted suicide had no baneful effect on 
society. Further, suicide or attempt to suicide caused no 
harm to others and because of this State's interference 
with the personal liberty of the concerned person was not 
calk'd for. 

The judges, however, rejected the plea that eutlianasia 
(mercy killing) should be permitted by law. The judges 
said that "we do not propose to refer to the thinking on 
this subject, principally Iwcausc the same is beyond the 
scofw of present petitions and also because in euthanasia 
a third person is cither actively or passively involved, 
about whom it may be .said that he aids or abets the killing 
of another person". 

Curbs of private lotteries 

N April 21,1994 the Supreme Court put some curbs 
of lotteries thus striking a heavy blow on State-spon¬ 
sored lotteries. According to some experts, of late lotteries 
have become a source of black money and an instrument 
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of exploitation. 

By an interim order, the apex court has laid down the 
rules under which the State governments could continue 
to run ttteir lotteries, subject to the provisions of die Con¬ 
stitution. 

The management of the State-sponsored lotteries has 
been tak«i away from Ihe hands of the private parties. 
The private parties will no longer be entitled to receive 
unclaimed prize money or print the lotteries on their own 
and pay men royalty to the State governments. 

The draw for selecting the prize wiiming tickets will 
also have to be held by the State goverrunent and not the 
private parties. All sale proceeds will also have to be 
deposited to the funds of ^e sponsoring government. 

ELECTIONS 

Supreme Court puts curbs on CEC's 
powers 

N April 4, 1994 the Supreme Court restrained the 
Election Commission from taking suo inoto action 
against the State governments in cases where it perceived 
that there was a violation of the model code of conduct The 
court said that in every such case the Election Commission 
will have to approach the apex court for directions. 

The order was passed by a division bench comprising 
Mr justice J.S. Verma and Mr justice S.P. Bharucha, after 
the Election Commission Counsel admitted before the 
court that the model code of conduct did not have any 
legal sanction. 

A writ petition had been filed by the Andhra Pradesh 
government, challenging the CEC's power to enforce the 
model code of conduct even before the notification calling 
for elections was issued. 

The judges clarified that they were not saying that the 
model code of conduct had no force. They also said that in 
the present case also they were not saying that the Election 
Commission was not right. 

The jud ges further added that it was the responsibility 
of the State governments to deride whether the im¬ 
plementation of a particular programme was against the 
model code of conduct. If the government thought it fit to 
do so and later the court found the action illegal, it would 
have to face the consequence. 

The court made it clear that there is no provision in the 
Constitutivm to give absolute power to one fierscm. Since 
the requirements of the model code of conduct, framed by 
the Election Commission, were beyond the strict require¬ 
ments of statutory power, its legal efficacy has to be 
decided by the court. 

On April 26,1994, the Supreme Court ruled that the 
Election Commission could teke independent decisions 
against Stales violating the "model code of conduct" caice 
the commission issues notifications for the elections 
Printa facie (he court has thus ruled that the eff^ve date 


of implementation of the code starts from the issuance of ; 
notification and not from whichever date the commission 
declares the future elation programme. 

ECONOMY 

NCAER predicts double-digit inflation in 
1994-95 

T he National Council of Applied Economic Research 
(NCAER) has forecast that double digit will bedevil 
the economy in 1994-95, despite the assertion of the 
government to the contrary. 

The Council contended that despite the jTioblems of ; 
inflation, which would call for "careful managanent", the ' 
economy seems to be set for recovery. It noted ttiat, for the 
first time, both industrial grow'th and real GDP growth are , 
mainly dependent on the growth in private investment 
expenditures. In the past the major factor was public in¬ 
vestment expenditure. 

The external factors for the economy also seem to be 
"promising", as the economies in North America and J 
Western Europe arc reported to be on the path of ! 
recovery. 

Large budget deficit worries IMF 

I N the "World Economic Outlook" survey by the Inter- ; 

national Monetary Fund (IMF), a concern has been 
voiced over the "large deficit" in India's budget for 1994- : 
95. IMF has urged the Narasimha Rao government to i 
"restore the momentum of fiscal consolidation" in the s 
overall interest of sustainable growth. ' 

The document has specifically listed a weakening of 
the country's fi.scal policy and rekindling of inflationary l 
pressures. 

According to the IMF, the key policy requirement for 
India is to restore the momentum of fiscal consolidation 
while pressing ahead with further wide-ranging struc¬ 
tural reforms, to put India on a sustainable path of 
dynamic growth and development. 

BUDGET. 94-95 

Fresh package of concessions 

OVING the Finance Bill 1994-95 for consideration in 
tile l^k Sabha, Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, announced excise cut from 40 per cent to 25 per 
cent cm motor vehicles with a body weight of less tl^ 
2,700 kg. Excise duty on bus airconditioners has also been 
cut to 30 per cent. 

A five-year tax holiday for new industrial undertak¬ 
ings in the backward areas not specified in the 8th 
Schedule of the Income-Tax Act has also been an¬ 
nounced. 

The list of imported life-saving mcdicel equipment, 
exempt from customs duty, has also be^ enlargedi The 
income tax scheme for truck owners has also been 
modified. 
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Besides this some otiier excise and customs duty con¬ 
cessions have been announced in cement, textile, medical 
equipment, etc for the small scale units. 

Dr Singh said that he had taken the measures to avoid 
habssment to small scale units under the new tax regime. 

StATE FINANCES 

Octroi cannot be abolished: Panel 

HE Committee of Chief Ministers on Octroi, con¬ 
stituted last year, has suggested that octroi cannot be 
abolished. It is of the view that octroi is covered by entry 
52 of the Constitution of India and therefore it will not be 
abolished. The committee also said that the suggestions 
that octroi should be replaced by sales tax or additional 
sales'tax could also not be done because that is another 
entry in the Constitution. 

At present octroi is levied in six States while in West 
Bengal it is called cntiy' tax and is only collected in Calcutta. 

The entire transport sector had gone on strike last year 
to press for the demand of abolishing of octroi. After 
negotiations it was decided to form a conunittee to look 
into the whole system. 

The committee felt that the demand of truck operators 
for the abolition of octroi is not justified, it said that octroi 
is not a tax on truck operators but a tax which is borne by 
the consumers. 

The committee is headed by West Bengal Chief Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Jyoti Basu. The other members are Chief Ministers 
of Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Maharashtra and Orissa. Dr 
Raja Chelliah, financial advisor to the Union government 
is an associate member. 

HEALTH 

WHO foresees one million AIDS cases in 
India by 2000 

A ccording to the world Health Organisation 
(WHO) India is believed to have crossed the one 
million mark of HIV infections, as on December 31,1992, 
and about 5-7 millions could be infected with HIV, by the 
turn of the century. About one million will actually suffer 
from AIDS, by that time. 

An economic analysis has shown that for each Indian 
suffering from AIDS, direct cost (drup, treatment, 
hospitalisation) would approximate to Rs 23,000. Indirect 
costs (income foregone because of morbidity and 
morality) could add up to a staggering Rs 3,15,000. By the 
year 2000 India could end up spending Rs 34,500 crore on 
the 1 million AIDS patients. 

However, WHO report is of the opinion that if suffi¬ 
cient fund.s and political will are there, new/fresh HIV 
infections can be halved by the year 2000. 

PUNJAB 

Akali factions unite to form new party 

N May 1,1994 Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) came 
into existence with the merger of the six factions of 


Akali Dal. Ilie unity move was made on behest of the Akal 
Takht Chief, Prof Manjit Singh. 

The Akali leaders took a pledge, at the Golden 
Temple, to forget their past differences and to work for the 
prosperity of Bie community. The leaders also pledged 
that they will never betray the community at any cost. 

The Akal Takht Chief also announced that the Akali 
leaders would have to visit the Golden Temple on the 
second Wednesday of every month and perform sem for 
two hours. He said that this was being done to ensure that 
the leaders consider themselves sewadars of the com¬ 
munity and also remain in touch with one another. 

Amritsar declaration : After announcing the forma¬ 
tion of the Akali Dal (Amritsar) the Akali leaders read out 
the Amritsar declaration that they claimed set out the goal 
for the party. The declaration is similar to the controversial 
Attandpur Sahib resolution of 1973. The following is an 
abstract of the declaration: "The Shiromani Akali Dal 
(Amritsar) while professing and staying within the 
democratic spheres, and based on the principles B\at the 
holy Guru Granth Sahib provides direction to the Sikh 
community and to its rich Punjabi Culture, the Sikh quam 
(community) announces its decision to renew its struggle 
for the creation and demand of a separate Sikh area 
wherein the Sikhs can experience the glow of freedom." 

"Only with the creation of such a separate area (State) 
can the desires of the Sikh quam and the Punjabis be 
fulfilled. Before partition, the then Congress Government 
had promised the creation of such an area, but so far this 
promise has not been fulfilled". 

"Such a separate autonomous area w'ill only 
safeguard the interests of the minority communities." 

"The Shiromani Akali Dal is of the view-point that 
Hindustan is a sub-continent comprising of diverse cul¬ 
tures, where every culture has its own separate identity 
and rich cultural heritage." 

"There is need for re-organisation of this sub-con¬ 
tinent by bringing about changes in the Constitution and 
making it morebroad-ba.sed confederal constitution. Only 
with a strong confederal base can every culture progress 
and spread its influence world-wide." 

'If the Hindustan government does not accept this 
demand for the creation of a confederation then the 
Shiromani Akali Dal will be left with no option but to 
announce their demand for a separate and independent 
Sikh State. The party will ftien launch a struggle for this 
State." 

Akali Dal (L) rejects Amritsar declaration: The 
former Home Minister of Punjab and general secretary of 
the Akali Dal (Longowal), Capt Kanwaljit Singh, rejected 
Amritsar declaration of th^ newly formed Shiromani 
Akali Oal (Amritsar), describing it as anti-national and 
anti-Punjab and not in consonance with the aspirations of 
the Sikh masses. 
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He added that not only his party, but all the Punjabis 
believed that the declaration was an unadulterated at¬ 
tempt to kindle the flames of violence and revive the 
forces of disruption, to restore terrorism in the State. He 
said fliat the declaration exposed the narrow, selfish 
politics of the leaders and asked the people to reject it 
outright. 

Akali Dal (B) charges Taldtt Chief of betraying 
Sikhs: On May 2, 1994 the Akali Dal (Badal) activists 
virtually challenged the authority of Akal Takht head 
priest to initiate efforts for Akali unit)’. They said that the 
Akai Takht head priest Manjit Singh had promised that 
the Khalsa morcha (march) "would be purely religious and 
it would have nothing to do with politics but, he had 
fallen in the trap laid by some "self-styled" and "rejected" 
Akali leaders and had initiated the unity move". They 
also charged the Akal Takht head priest of damaging the 
political image of Mr Prakash Singh Badal. 

Government takes serious note: After the Rajya 
Sabha MPs from all the parties expressed concern about 
the demand of the Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) for a 
separate homehind for Sikhs, Home Minister, Mr S.B. 
Chavan a.ssured that the government is taking the matter 
very seriously and will not allow the idea of secessionism 
to come up again in Punjab. 

The Members, belonging to all political parties, con¬ 
demned the Amritsar resolution. The government was 
asked to ensure that religion is not allowed to be mixed 
with politics. 

GUJARAT 

Mehta retained as Chief Minister 

HE Congress Party finally decided on April 21,1994, 
to retain Mr Chabildas Mehta as the Chief Minister. Mr 
Mehta was officiating as the acting Chief Minister follow¬ 
ing the death of Mr Chimanbhai Patel. 

As part of the consensus plan, it was decided to have 
two Deputy Chief Ministers, one from the faction of the 
erstwhile Janata Dal-G and the other from the "Old 
Congress", as it existed before the Janata Dal-G and Con¬ 
gress formally merged. 

Gujarat is faced with elections to local bodies in 
August. The Assembly elections are also likely to be ad¬ 
vanced to Noventber, 1994, in which the Congress will 
have to make a determined fight against the growing 
influence of the B]P. Under these circumstances it was felt, 
especially by Mr P..V. Narasimha Rao, who is also Presi¬ 
dent of the Congress Party, Mr Mehta as Chief Minister 
would best suit the interests of the party. 

COMMISSIONS 

Fandian to head 5th Pay panel 

N April 10, 1994, the government announced the 
setting-up of the Fifth Pay Commission, headed by 
the former Supreme Court Judge, Mr Justice S.R. Pandian. 


The Commission will comprise of two other members, 
namely. Prof Suresh Tendulkar as member and Mr M.K. 
Kaw member-secretary. 

The Commission will examine the present structure of 
emoluments and conditions of service of various 
categories of Central government employees and suggest 
changes. 

The last Pay Commission was scl-up in 1983. It had 
submitted its report in 1986. No date has been set for the 
submission of the report of the fifth commission. 

The commission will also look into the pension struc-. 
tore of the Central government employees. 

ENERGY SCENARIO 

2000 MW of alternative energy planned 

T he ministry of Non-Conventional Energy Sources 
(NCES) has drawn up a new "strategy and action 
plan" to generate 2000 MW of ptwer by the end of the 
eighth plan. 

The coal and oil reserves are not expected to last for 
very long. The transition to the solar energy economy has 
already begun all over the world. 

In India about 45,000 solar photovoltaic systems have 
already been installed in unelectrified villages and remote 
locations. In addition, 95 village-level centralised poorer, 
plants have been installed in the range of 1-25 kw with a' 
total capacity of 400 kw. ■ 

Two large solar photovoltaic power plants are being 
set up at Kalyanpur and Sarat villages in Uttar Pradesh. 
The plants are in the final stages of completion. 

India is also collaborating with several countries, in 
the field of renewable energy technologies and is also 
acting'as a coordinator of the solar energy applications 
projects of G-15 countries. 

GATT TREATY 

Rajasthan government files writ in SC 

N April 16, 1994, the Rajasthan government filed a 
writ petition in the Supreme Court, challenging the 
signing of the GATT treaty by the government of India. It 
urged the apex court to ensure that the final Act of the 
treaty is not implemented in respect of any matters in List 
11 and II] of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution,, 
without the consent of the States. 

The Rajasthan government has contended that sign¬ 
ing the final Act will result in toe collapse of the sovereign, 
democratic and federal structure of toe Constitution. It 
further claimed that the negotiations conducted in respect 
of the Dunkel draft treaty and the final Act were uncon¬ 
stitutional, because they had been conducted in a clandes¬ 
tine manner, under pressure and disregard for the States' 
demand for consultation and consent. 

The writ petition has been filed following an agree¬ 
ment reached among the Chief Ministers of Orissa, 
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Bengal and Rajasthan. 

\9B4 RIOTS 

Police directed to file cases 

CCORDING to the Chief Minister of Delhi, Mr 
Madan Lai Khurana, the Home Secretary ha.s been 
directed by the Lt. Governor, Mr P.K. Dave, to ensure that 
Delhi police acts on the 21 cases recommended by the 
lain-Aggarwal Committee, one of the many to probe the 
Delhi riots ivhich followed the assassination of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. 

Congress leaders, Mr H.K.L. Bhagat and Mr Sajjan 
Kumar,' who is member of Parliament from Outer Delhi, 
are among those who find mention in the cases. These 
cases had b^n lying pending with the Central Bureau of 
Investigation for some years. 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 

Fresh bid by ISI to whip up terrorism 

HE Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) of Pakistan has 
lately launched a fresh operation to pump money into 
Kashmir, to step up terrorist violence and scuttle the move 
of the Central government to restore democracy in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

The ISI has formed a "Jehad Council", a strategic 
cartel of all the pro-Pakistan terrorist groups, for this 
purpose. The council is acting as the spokesman of all the 
terrorist groups in the valley to the Pakistan government. 

Of late the nuijor terrorist groups have been facing 
leadership crisis b^ause of the arrest or elimination of 
their top leaders by the security forces. 

Labour party of UK blasts Pak role 

Britain's opposition Labour Party has said that it is 
now "fully convinced" about the "well-armed" support 
to the militants in Jammu and Kashmir, from across the 
border. It has asked Pakistan to ensure that the support to 
the militants is stopped in order to facilitate a poll teal 
process in the State. 

The statement was made by the Shadow Foreign 
Secretary of the Labour Party, Mr Jack Cunningham, after 
he visit^ Punjab, Jammu and Srinagar in April 1994. 

NUCLEAR OPTION 

No bowing to US pressure 

F ollowing a strong protest by the entire Opposition 
in the Parliament, over the "secret Indo-US talks" in 
London, on Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) the 
Congress government assured that it would not succumb 
to any US pressure on capping India's nuclear and missile 
capability. 

The Indian and US officials had met in London on 
April 28, 1994. Possibilities of an agreement on nuclear 
and missile issues, within a multilateral framework were 
discussed. However, neither side made any official state- 
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ment on talks. 

India's High Commissioner to UK, Dr L.M. Singhvi 
said that the talks were "part of a preparatory process" to 
the Prime Minister's visit to the US. He said that though 
the Indian position on NPT was crystal clear, "it does not 
mean we should turn a deaf year to what others might 
have to say". 

On May 3,1994, Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
asserted in the Rajya Sabha that India would not accept 
any discriminatory NPT. He also ruled out capping of the 
missile programme, und^ pressure from any quarter. 

Mr Rao said that it has always been the policy of 
India that a universal non-discriminatory and com¬ 
prehensive test ban treaty, accompanied by a universal 
cut-off of production of missiles, as part of a time bound 
programme, would be the correct approach to adopt. 

He also made it clear that in the absence of a global 
approach being accepted, there was no real validity or no 
meaning in having a regional approach. 

Mr Rao expressed happiness that there was a national 
consensus on this vital issue. He allayed the fears of the 
opposition, of what they called secret talks in London, 
were baseless. "If two officials had talks, it did not mean 
there was a shift in India's policy", he said, 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Birth of a new nation 

ILLIONS of South African Blacks, chanting "free at 
last, free at last", exploded into jubiliation to 
celebrate the victory of Mr Nelson Mandela in the first 
all-race elections that ended three centuries of white 
domination. 

Mr Nelson Mandela has become the first Black Presi¬ 
dent of South Africa. It was indeed a historic event that 
signalled the end of the policy of Apartheid. 

World leaders hailed South Africans for exorcising the 
demons of racial supremacy. Many governments are now 
looking beyond the historic balloting to the promise of 
forging closer ties with the new democracy. 

The elections were held for fire national Parliament 
and regional legislatures in the nine provinces, set up 
under a new, interim Constitution. 

The ANC easily won six of the provincial races 
and grabbed just over 50 per cent majority in another. 
The outgoing president, Mr F.W. De Klerk's National 
Party won one province and the Zulu Nationalist 
Inkatha Freedom Party w'on its stronghold in 
Kwazulu-Natal. 

(For more details see Special Feature-I on page 870). 





WORLD TRADE 

Historic WTO pact signed 

N April 15,1994, trade ministers of more than 120 
governments signed the Uruguary Round Final Act, 
which embodies the results of the Uruguay Round of 
multilateral trade negotiations and paves the way for the 
setting up of the World Trade Organisation, with effect 
from January 1,1995. The minister also adopted, what is 
being described as, the Marrakesh Declaration, which 
reiterates their commitment to the new multilateral trade 
framework. 

The twenty decisions adopted by the ministers in¬ 
clude one on defining the relationship between the IMF 
and the WTO, one of outlining steps to neutralist* the 
possible negative effects of the reforms programme on 
least developed and net food-importing developing 
countries, one on notifying the action to be taken by 
developed countries on integrating textiles in multi¬ 
lateral framework, one on the proposed understanding on 
WTO-ISO standards information system and one on dis- 
cu.ssing the problem of circumventing anti-dumping 
measures. 

Controversial social issues, like labour .standards, did 
not figure in the Marrakesh Declaration. But, they were 
included as issues which would be debated at the 
preparatory committee (Prepcom), set-up for creating the 
WTO. 

Other issues to be tiken up at the Prepcom level 
include linkage between trade and immigration policies, 
competition policies, financial services- etc. 

GATT director-general, Mr Peter Sutherland, 
clarified that all these issues were being taken up for 
debate only. While some issue.s are to be discussed at 
the instance of the developed countries, others are to 
be debated at the instance of the developing 
countries. 

India is among the developing countries that have 
been demanding that immigration policies be discus.sed 
as part of the trade agenda. 

India opposes social clause: India outrightiy rejected 
the US-led attempts to link social clauses lik^e labour 
standards to the trade policies. It also demanded further 
changes in the agriculture package in order to protect the 
interests of farmers. 

Commerce Minister Mr Pranab Mukhorji, who 
' headed the Indian delegation, said, "I would like to state 
categorically that, while we are strongly committed to 
internationally recognised labour standards, we see no 
merit whatsoever in the attempt to forge linkages where 
they do not exist." 

Some Eurqaean Union members like UK and Ger¬ 
many also spdee against the introduction of the social 
clause and endorsed India's views. 


India described the move as a "back door oitry" of 
trade barriers. 

Reactions in India: The opposition has termed the 
signing of the GATT, by the Indian government, as a 
"sell-out to the US" and vowed to fight tiie next elections 
on the plank of "economic sovereignty". BJP President Mr 
LK. Advani called the day of signing the agreement as a 
"dark day" in the history of the nation. He said that his 
party would put up stiff resistance to stall the passage of 
any bills in the Parliament, for accommodating the 
provisions of GATT. 


Market access: This is the backbone of the Act. 
Countries have pledged to cut tariffs on industrial and 
farm goods by an average of about 37 per cent. 

Services: For the first time, rules wiU govern an 
estimated $ 4 billion in annual trade in services like 
banking, insurance, travel, as well as the movement of 
labour. However the member-countries can demand an 
exemption from the obligation to offer Most-Favoured-Na¬ 
tion (MFN) treatment to service trade partners. 

Agricutture: For the first time, agriculture has been 
folded Jnto the GATT. The blue print is the 1992 Blair 
House accord between the US and EC that converts ail 
non-tariff barriers like quotas into tariffs, which in turn 
have been reduced by 36 per cent for industrialised 
countries and 24 per cent for poor nations. The cuts will 
be implemented over six years by the rich countries and 
10 years by others. The accord also forces the countries 
with closed farm markets to import at least 3 per cent of 
domestic consumption, rising to 5 per cent over six years. 

The trade-distorting support for the farmers has been 
cut by 20 per cent, over six years, in rich countries and 
13.3 per cent for the develop^ world. 

However, the poorest nations have been exempted 
from the farm reforms. 

Textiles: Import quotas on textiles and clotitlng, 
under the Multi-Fibre Arrangement (MFA), will be phased- ; 
out over 10 years. 

Anti-dumping: Rules on imports priced below tfwlr 
value in the ctomestic market have been dartfled. 

Intellectuai property: Protection for patents, 
copyright, trade marks, ate have been touj^ried. 



WORLD TRADE TREATY 

The final act for the formation of the World Trade 
Organisation in Geneva, to take effect from January 1, 
1995, is the longest and most detailed body of rulm. It 
governs fire international trade-relations among ite mem¬ 
bers, with a quasi-judiciai binding system of dispute set¬ 
tlement, whk:h in some ways goes far beyond the existing 
state of international law and relations among States. 

The treaty covers everything from apples to zinc. The 
main elements of the Final Act are: 
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Janata Dal leader, Mr Ramvilas Paswan, said that with 
the signing of the GATT the country "once again accepted 
tll» fetters of bondage". 

The Congress, on the other hand, welcomed the 
agreement and charged the Opposition with carrying out 
a politically motivated campaign against It. Congress 
spokesman, Mr V.N. Gadgil said that the treaty, on the 
contrary, would give a big boc^t to the textile and agricul¬ 
tural exports of India. 

The Internatioiul Chambt^r of Commerce and the As¬ 
sociated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India 
also welcomed the successful conclusion of the GATI' 
accord. 

GATT to benefit third world, says IMF: According to 
the International Monetary F'und (IMF), the Uruguay 
round may pul $ 70 billion a year into the pockets of the 
developing countries. If drey rise to the challenges of the 
world trade. 

According to the IMF the benefits for the developing 
countries include increased efficiency in the u.se of domes¬ 
tic resources, economies of scale in pnxtuction and tech¬ 
nology transfer. ! 

tn addition, higher growth in the world economy and 
increased access to the markets of the industrial countries 
will improve the external environment for developing 
countries. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Israel, PLO sign self-rule pact 

O N May 4,1994 the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr Yitzhak 
Rabin, and the PLO Chairman, Mr Yasser Arafat, 
signed a historic agreement to launch the Palestinian self- 
rule in die Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho. 

The agreement gives the Palestinians control of the 
own affairs after 27 years of Israeli military administra¬ 
tion. 

As part of the accord Israel began withdrawing troops 
from Gaza and Jericho, with immediate effect. The release 
of Palestinians, imprisoned during the struggle against 
occupation, was also started. 

Some 6000 Palc.stinian police officers will take over 
the security of the region from the Israeli military forces. 
The accord was signed in Cairo, capital of Egypt. 

RWANDA 

Civil war results in thousands being 
massacred 

F ollowing the death of the Presidents of Rwanda 
and Burundi, in a suspicious plane crash on April 6, 
1994, Rwanda plunged into a bloody civil war that has 
claimed more than one lakh lives in last one month. Not 
even little children were spared in the orgy of violence 
unleashed by the members of the Hutu tribe on the Tutsi. 
Maximum loss of life was reported in and around the 
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capital city of Kigali. 

On April 7, 1994, the rampaging soldiers killed the 
acting Premier and as many as eleven Belgian UN sol¬ 
diers. The soldiers are reported to have gone house to 
house killing the members belonging to the Tutsi tribe. 

The hardline Presidential Guard arc blamed to have 
been responsible for most of the killings. The army is 
mostly dominated by the Hutus. 

Meanwhile, tlie Tutsi rebels, wlio control most of the 
north-eastern area of Rwanda have been reported to be 
trying to capture the capital city of Kigali. Continuous 
fighting has been reported between the Tutsi rebels and 
the Hutu-led government, resulting into hundreds of 
civilian deaths. 

According to the United Nations High Commis.sion 
for Refugees souro's more than two lakh people have fled 
to the neighbouring Tanzania. 

All efforts ot the UN to halt the fighting failed. The 
Tutsi rebels of the Rwandan Patriotic Front have put forth 
that they will agree to a I'eascfire only after thi> atrocities 
by Hutu gangs are ended, the Hutu-dominated presiden¬ 
tial guard is disbanded and those ix'sponsible for the 
atrocities are armstod. 

Historical background: Rwanda is a small moun¬ 
tainous State in eastern Africa, with a population of about 
five million, 90 percent of which isi lutu and nine percent 
Tutsies. It WcTS born as a kingdom. In late 1800 it came 
under the influence of Germany, lulsies and FUitu-^ ex¬ 
isted peacefully until the end of world war I, when a 
League of Nations mandate united Rwamia and Burundi 
under the Belgian rule. This resulted in the diminishing i>f 
power of the ruling elite. Moreover, the I'ulsies were en¬ 
couraged and given the majority ot the jobs in the gov ern- 
ment and the armed forces. This resulted in tension 
between the two tribes. 

Since becoming independent countru!s in I960, both 
Rwanda and Burundi have been experiencing rnas.s.Kri?s 
of people of rival tribt‘.s at regular intervals. 

The first flashpoint occurred in 19.89, when the 
nvajorily Hutus massacred thou.sands of Tutsi landlords. 
Since then the intimidation and killing of members of rival 
tribes had continued at regular interv'als. 

On October 5, 1993 the UN Security Council estab¬ 
lished the UN Assistance Mission in Kw'anda (UNAMIR), 
to easure the security of the capital city of Kigali and to 
broker a peace accord between the rival tribes. 

ESCAP SUMMIT 

Delhi Declaration adopted 

T HI; historic golden jul'ilw session of the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (ESCAP) con¬ 
cluded in Now Delhi on April 13,1994, with the adaption 
of a unanimous Delhi Declaration, calling upon the world - 
community not to misuse social issues for trade purposes. 


A significant feature <rf the Delhi Declaration was hs 
recognition of the growing interdependence between die 
economies of the region, and of the emergence of a regicHial 
identity.. It was felt t^t sucl>c!oseness could lay the founda* 
tion for Asia and Pacific-wide cooperation and the develop¬ 
ment of a common platforrn on important issues. 

The Declaration said that the ESCAP would intensify 
further collective efforts for regional cooperation, includ¬ 
ing inter-subregional cooperation, to ensure that 
economic growth and social development spread across 
Asia and Pacific region, for the benefit of all its peoples. 

ESCAP will also increase its efforts in support of spe¬ 
cial attention to the economic and social development of 
the lca.st developed, land-locked and island developing 
countries of the region, which face severe resource crunch 
and infrastructure constraints. 

The theme topic for the session was "Infrastructure 
development as key to economic cooperation". 

The 51st se.ssion of the 59 -member E.SCAP v/ill be held 
at Bangkok in 1995. ft will have a theme focusing on 
human resource development. 

JAPAN 

Prime Minister Hosokawa quits amid 
corruption charges 

I APANESJ\ Prime Minister, Mr Morihiro Hosokawa 
resigned on April X 1994 after he was unable, to come 
clean on charges of dubious f.wrsonal financial deals, in 
the Diet (Parliament). 

Earlier ll>e C>pppsition had boycotted the budget 
debate, demanding that Mr Hosokawa .should first 
clear up a number of shady deals he had made some 
years ago. 

IVime Mini.ster Hosokawa said that he decided to 
I resign to take the moral responsibility for the political 
confusitm created by the Opposition demands. 

Hata is new PM: After two wet>ks of interne and com¬ 
plex political manoeuvering, the njling japanesc coalition 
, decidiH.1 to nominate the deputy prime minister and foreign 
i mmister, Mr Tsutomu Hata as the new Prime Minister. 

I Immediately after taking-over as the Prime Mini- 
I ster of Japan, Mr Hata faced a major crisis when the 
! Socialists, the largest group of the ruling coalition, reaf- 
; firmed their decision to break away, leaving the new 
. government without a parliamentary majority. The 
Socialists were disturbea at the move to isolate them 
within the coalition. . 

The move can further delay the passing of the budget 
and can also lead to the calling of fresh general elections. 

ARMS RACE 

US, Pak agree to capping ballistic missiles 

URING the visit of the US Deputy Secretary of State, 
Mr Strobe Talbott, USA and Pakistan agreed to pur¬ 


sue the goal of "capping, then reducing and finally 
eliminating" weapons of mass destruction and ballistic 
missiles in South Asia. 

The two sides agreed to proceed tvith further con¬ 
sideration of the US initiative, with a view to developing 
an approach acceptable to both Washington and Is¬ 
lamabad. 

The US side re-affirmed its proposal that Pakistan 
should agree to a "verifiable cap" on the production of 
fissile materials, in association with enhanced US 
cooperation with Islamabad, in various fields. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, however, ruled out 
roll back and "unilateral verifiable capping" of Pakistan's 
nuclear programme. 

Move to deny arms to Third World 

HE US and its allies are trying to put together a new 
organisation, by October 1994, that will seek to deny 
the Third World countries, including India, "dangerous" 
modern weapons and technology useful for peaceful and 
military purposes. 

The new organisation will be a successor io COvIOM 
(Coordinating Committee on Multilateral controls), set up 
in the cold war period, to deny modern technology to the 
communist countries. 

Under the arrangement similar restrictions will apply 
to the countries whose military power the US and its allies 
would want to curb. 

BOSNIA 

The war continues despite NATO air 
strikes 

HELLING and gunfire continued in Goradze despite 
two straight days of NATO air strikes on April 11 and 
12, 1994. The strikes were meant to quell battles around 
the Muslim conclave. 

A British Harrier jump-jet was shot down by the Serb 
forces. The aircraft was the first to be brought down by, 
hostile action, since NATO became involved in the two- 
year-old conflict. 

The shelling of Goradze has resulted in the death of 
more than 100 people. The 60,000 strong Muslim popuk- 
lion has lived on the verge of starv’ation ibr most of the last 
two years. 

The air strikes were expected to result in forcing the 
Serbs to stop shelling of Goradze. But in It had the op¬ 
posite effect. Tlie Serbs actually increased the shelling. 
According to a UN spokesman, "Shells were exploding at 
a rate of one every 20 seconds, droppii^g at random into 
the city centre." 

By their action the Bosniaii Serbs seriously under¬ 
mined the credibility of d»e United Naticuis and NATO. 

On April 24,1994 the UN special envoy, Mr Vasushi 
Akoshi, said that the Bosnian Serbs had agreed to a 
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ceasefire The message was conv^ed only hours after 
NATO issued an ulhmahim to the Sierbs 

The agreement resulted in repairing the damage 
done to the relations between UN and f«rbs, after the 
NATO air raids on April 10 and 11 The model used to 
bring a ccasofirc to Sarajevo, in February, 1994, was ap¬ 
plied to Gorad/e 

US, Russia to hold summit on Bosnia: The Russian 
President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, and his US counterpart, Mr 
Bill Clinton, have agreed to hold an mtcrnabonal summit 
on the Bosnia crisis, possibly in May, 1994 The summit 
will also include leaders from the UN, European Union 
and the wamng sides in former Yugoslavia 

Mr Yeltsin cons eyed to Mr Clmton that he favoured a 
peaceful solution and that Russia did not approve of "an> 
type of bombing" by NATO warplanes 1 le added that 
"any attempt at an indnidual, unilateial solution is not 
constructive" 

COLOMBIA 

Emergency imposed 

T O pievent the release of about 700 detainees, who are 
on rt'mand, thegovemmentof President CesarGavina 
I of Colombia imposed a domestic state of emergency on 
' May 2,1994 

I Among the detainees were dozens of figures from 


Call and Medellin cartels, accused of drug trafficking, as 
well as alleged rebels from the CGSB guerilla movement 
Under the Colombian law ludgcs would have been 
foaed to let the detainees go because meir trials could not be 
completed withm tlie maximum time laid dov\m by law 

Because of over-strain on the tourl system, the triab 
could not be completed v\ ithin the presenbt'd time 

TIBET PROBLEM 

Dalai Lama seeks world support 

T TBEf'S exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai lama, has 
asked the world (ommunitv paitiiularlv the USA, to 
send the "nghl kind of signal" to peojile in C hina fighting 
tor demotraty and fieedom 

"The intellectuals thinkcts and stuUeriN ate the 
people who vcill ultimatel\ bung denuxiacx in China 
()nce their morale and determination is lost, that viould 
be a disaster", he s«iul 

1 Ic further addi d that altiuuigli he had not had an\ 
dialogue with the C hinest authontus ,inu August 
1991, the C hinese oflu lals continue to sa> that the^ had 
a dialogue with him 'This is a misHpiestnlalion Ik 
s,iid 


TEST OF REASONING 

This book is must for you to give you ample 

practice in 

^ Reasoning Ability Verbal and Non-Verbal Series 
iLir Verbal Analogies 
Syllogism 

Statistical Data Representation 
Quantitative Aptitude 

ORDER TODAY 

ASK YOUR LOCAL BOOK SELLER OR WRITE TO US 

(Prestigious (PuSfication of 

KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) PVT LTD 

126, Industrial Area, Chandigarh—160002 


toe JUNE 94 COMPETITION MASTER 
















CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ASLV; Augmented Satellite 
Launch Vehicle 

ATO: Air Taxi Operators 

WTO: World Trade Organisa¬ 
tion 

AWARDS 

Pulitzer Prizes, 1994 

For drama: US dramatist Ed¬ 
ward AIbc?e for his play Three Tall 
Women. 

For best fiction: Novelist H. 
Annie Proulx for her novel The Ship¬ 
ping News. 

For best biography: Historian 
David L. Lewis for his portrait of the 
black civil rights leader W.E.B. Du 
Bois. 

For best feature writing: The 
New York Times. 

Best feature photography: The 
New York Time.s. 

For public service journalism: 
Akron Beacon journal for stories on 
local racial attitudes. 

For investigative reporting: The 
Providence Journal Bulletin in Idiode 
Island for stories that disclosed per¬ 
vasive corruption within the court 
system. 

The Pulitzer prize is America's 
highest award in journalism and arts. 

41st National Film awards 

Best feature film: Charachar 
directed by Buddhadeb Dasgupta. 
The film is in Bengali. It is a lyrical 
presentation of the eternal human 
longing for liberation and man's 
alienation from nature. 

Best actor: Mammootty for his 
role in the Malayalam films Pentium 
Mada and Vidheyan. 

Best actress: Shobana for her 
role in Malayalam film 
ManichittaBuualu. 


Best supporing actor: Paresh 
Rawal for his roles in Woh Chhokri 
and Sir. 

Best suftporting actress: Neena 
Gupta for her role in Woh Chhokri. 

Special jury award: Shashi 
Kapoor and Pallavi Joshi for their 
roles in Muhaftz and Woh Chhokri, 
respectively. 

Best director: T.V. Chandran for 
Pouthan Mada in Malayalam. 

Best child actor: Tarahankar 
Misra for bis role in Oriya film 
iMvani/n Prech. This film was also ad¬ 
judged IVst Children's film 

Bc.ct music director: Johnson for 
his musical score for Ponihan Mada. 

Best male playback singer: 
Yesudas for the Malayalam film 
Soof/anam. 

Best female playback singer: 
Alka Yagnik for Hum Hnin Rahi Pyar 
Ke. 

The Indira Gandhi award for 
best feature film of a director: Ashok 
Viswanathan tor his Bengali film 
Sunya Thakc Sum. 

Nargis Dull aivard for the best 
feature film ou national integration: 
Kctan Mehta for his historical epic on 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

Best popular film providing 
wholesome entertainment: Matii- 
chitratlutzalu in Malayalam and Darr 
in Hindi. 

In the regional films category 
two now languages have been in¬ 
cluded in regional award category. 
Mandhra Phu has been adjudged the 
best feature film in Kodava, while 
Bangara Patler in Tulu. Incidentally, 
these' langiuiges are not specified in 
the 8:h Schedule of the Constitution. 

The best films in regional lan¬ 
guages were: Abartan (Assamese), 
Anatreen (Bengali), Mauvini Bhatvii 
(Gujarati),' Palang (Hindi), Otinnari 


Mutha (Kannada), Vidheyan 
(Malayalam), Sambal Wangma 
(Manipuri), Lapandar (Marathi), 
Aranya Kodana (Oriya), Kachchari 
(Punjabi), Mahanadi (Tamil), Mister 
Pellam (Telegu) and Muhafiz (Urdu). 

Best non-feature film: Maihar 
directed by Arunabh Bhattachar- 
jce. 

Best non-feature film director: 
Neena Gupta for her documentary 
Bazar Silaram. 

Best critic award for 7^93: 
Pritiman Sarkar. 

Third G,D. Birla award for 
Scientific research 

R. R.A. Malshelkar, Director of 
National Chemical Laboratory 
has been given the award. The award 
is given by the K.K. Birla foundation to 
tlie scientists, preferably below the age 
of 50, living and working in India. 

Shankar Puraskar, 1993 

ELl.-known thinker-writer. Prof 
Raghuvansh has been given the 
award by the K.K. Birla foundation 
for outstanding work in Hindi on In¬ 
dian philosophy, culture and art. 

R.D. Birla national award, 1994 
HE 14th R.D. Birla national award 
for outstanding research in medi¬ 
cal or related fields has been given to 
Dr Bhargava, The award carries a 
momento, apart from a citation and 
cash of Rs 1.5 lakhs. 

B.D. Goenka award for excellence 
in journalism, 1993 

F ormer editor of the Times of 
India, Mr Sham Lai and editor of 
Tughlak, Mr Cho Ramaswamy, have 
been given the award. 

BCX)KS 

Beyond Peace 

EYOND Peace was written by Mr 
Richard Nixon, former President 
of USA. TTiis was his tenth and last 
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book. In the book he has put his 
views and experiences. He has 
|>lasted the Hollywood, the media 
«nd the environmentalists as also the 
government for the deteriorating law 
and order and moral values of USA. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Metro-cities to have lead-free 
petrol 

NDFR a joint action plan of the 
environment and petroleum 
ministries, it is being planned to 
make available lead-free petrol in all 
four metropolitan cities—Delhi, 
Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, by 
December 1997. The use of lead-free 
petrol will result in drastic reduction 
in the automobile exhaust pollution. 

The State-owned refineries will 
be investing a whopping Rs 905 crore 
to update the technology to make 
lead-free petrol available. 

On an average, the lead content 
in petrol now being supplied in India 
ranges from 0.25 to 0.50 grams per 
litre. The environment ministry has 
directed the oil companies to bring 
down the lead limit to 0.15 grams per 
litre. 

There is no natural lead content 
in petrol. It is blended in petrol as an 
additive at the end stage of produc¬ 
tion, in the form of Tetra Ethyle Lead 
(TEL), which is toxic substance. The 
purpose is to improve the combus¬ 
tion quality. 

The burning combustion quality 
of petrol in an engine is measured in 
terms of octane. A' higher octane 
gives better performance of the en¬ 
gine. Reduction in the lead neces¬ 
sitates installation of reformers to 
ensure that the combustion quality 
does not suffer with the reduction of 
lead content. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Nuclear fuel complex to diversify 
HE Nuclear Fuel Complex (NFC), 
near Hyderabad, which is solely 
responsible for the supplying of fuel 
bundles and in-core structural com¬ 
ponents to India's nuclear power 
reactors, is embarking on a big ex¬ 
pansion and diversification 
programme. With the commissioning 
of the new plants, it will be able to 


produce 32,000 fuel bundles annually 
against 16,400 being produced now. 
Fuel bundles are most critical com¬ 
ponents of reactors. 

All the nine nuclear reactors of 
India—two each at Tarapur, Narora, 
Kalpakkam and Kota and oneatKakar^ 
para—are being supplied fuel bundles 
from NFC. Five more reactors—^two 
each at Kaiga and Kota and one at 
Kakarpara—are being established. 

NFC symbolises the strong em¬ 
phasis on self-reliance in India's 
nuclear power progranune. To cope 
with the changing times, NFC is now 
opening its doors to interact with the 
private industry, for utilisation of its 
modern facilities. For example, the 
special materials plant of NFC has 
developed a process to make artificia I 
(American) diamonds. Already, the 
Gem Development Corporation has 
adopted the technology. 

NFC now proposes to earn at 
least ten per cent of its annual 
revenue budget, of about Rs 150 
crore, by supplying sophisticated 
materials and teomoiogy. 

PERSONS 

Kirloskar, S.L. 

R S.L. Kirloskar, leader of the 
Rs 1,000 crore Kirloskar group 
of companies, died on April 24,1994 
at the age of 91. 

He was born on May 28,1903, in 
Solapur in Maharashtra. He was a 
mechanical graduate from the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), USA. He was a pioneer in the 
field of exports. In 1954, he 
despatched diesel engines abroad, at 
a time when no industrialist in India 
had thought of exports. 

Nixon, Richard 

T he only President of USA to 
resign from office, Mr Richard 
Mihous Nixon died on April 23,1994 
at the age of 81. He was the 37th Presi¬ 
dent of USA and belonged to the 
Republican party. He had resigned in 
1974 to avoid impeachment in the 
Watergate scandal. 

Rao, C. Rajeshwara 

Rajeshwara Rao was a veteran 
communist leader of India. He 
died on April 9, 1994. He was the 


guiding spirit bdund the communist 
movement in India. His life 
epitomised an arduous joum^ 
replete with revolutionary zeal, self¬ 
less service and sacrifices. 

C.R., as he was popularly known, 
was the chief architect of die Telengana 
arm»i struggle against the Nizam of 
Hyderabad's rule, in 1940s. He was 
also in the forefrcait of farm labour and 
ktsan movements in the country. 

Sparrow, Maj Gen (retd) Rajinder 
Singh 

AJ Gen (retd) Sparrow, the first 
member of the Indian armed 
forces with a double Maltavir Chakra 
decoration, died on April 19,1994 at 
the age of 83. 

After retiring from the Army he 
joined politics. He was a former Con¬ 
gress MP and also held the post of 
minister in the Punjab government, j 

PLACES 

Marrakesh 

INISTHIL^i from about 120 
countries gathered in the an¬ 
cient city of Morocco in the month of 
April, 1994 to negotiate and .sign the 
Final Act for the establishment of the 
World Trade O^nisation (WTO), 
successor to GAn'. The agreement, 
which is to take effect from January 1, 
1995, is expected to pump an addi¬ 
tional $ 200-3(X) billion annually into 
the world economy. 

Marrakesh is one of Morocco's 
four imperial cities. The city lies in 
Southern part of Morocco. It was 
founded in 1602. It i.s famous for its 
parks, especially the Mcnara Olive 
grove. It is also popular among tourists 
and winter sports enthusiasts. 

RESEARCH 

Scientists find genetic link to 
alcoholism 

team of scientists of New 
Zealand has identified genes that 
show Asian and Polynesian people 
have a built-in protection against al¬ 
coholism. The study, published in the 
New Zealand medical journal, also 
provides conclusive evidence of 
genetic links to alcoholism. 

The discovery was made using 
DNA fingerprinting of groups of 
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Asians, Polynesians and Europeans 
within the New Zealand population. 

Popular belief that drunken 
fathers had dninken sons is sup¬ 
ported by the study showing, for 
example, that children of al¬ 
coholics became alcoholics them¬ 
selves even when adopted by 
different parents. 

Magnetic fields of promise 

M any metals show slight chan¬ 
ges in electrical resistance, whm 
placed in a magnetic field. This 
phenomenon is called magnetoresis¬ 
tance (MR). The resistance can be 
amplified if very thin layers of different 
metals are sandwiched together. 

The technology is expected to 
play a very important role in future. 
Already the technology is being used 
in floppy drive heads and anti-lock 
brakes for vehicles. 

The computer researchers are 
building prototypes, using the MR 
technology, to increase the storage 
capacity of hard disk and floppy 
drives by upto seventeen fold. 

The technology is also ex¬ 
pected to be a boon for the internal 
memories of computers. The mag¬ 
netic memory chips will be able to 
retain information without power. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

ASLV-D4 puts Rohini satellite 
into orbit 

O N May 4,1994, India took a sig¬ 
nificant step low'ards becoming a 
global space power, with the successful 
iauiKh of the fourth developmental 
Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV-D4) from Sriharikota range. 

The ASLV also injected the 
113-kg Stretched Rohini Satellite 
Series (SROSS-C2) into an orbit of 437 
km perigee and 938 km apogee. 

The SROSS-C2 carried two 
payloads, namely the Gamma-Ray 
Burst experiment for detecting celes¬ 
tial gamma-ray bursts, and the 
retarding potential analyser to inves¬ 
tigate the characteristics of the 
equatorial and low latitudes iono¬ 
sphere and thermosphere. 

The Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre at Thiruvananthapuram, 
lead centre for the development of 


the launch vehicles, was responsible 
forthedesi^n,development,integra- 
tion and flight testing of the ASLV. 
The Liquid Propulsion Systems 
Centre wasentr usted with the task of 
thedesignand developmentof all the 
control powerplants. 

The ISRO telemetry, tracking and 
command network (ISTRAC) con¬ 
ducted the operations on the SROSS- 
C2 satellite from its spacecraft 
Mission Control Centre, Bangalore. 

After repeated failures of launch 
vehicles, in the past seven years, the 
successful launch of ASLV-D4 is a 
small but definite step forward for 
the rocket designers ot India. 

The SROSS-C2 satellite is the 
heaviest satellite to be launched from 
Indian soil. The record was earlier 
held by 106-kg SROSS-Cl, which was 
launched on May 20,199Z 

Of the three previous launches of 
ASLV. designed as a forerunner of 
1*SLV, the first two failed miserably. 
SROSS-1, launched by ASLV-Dl, 
splashed into the Bay of Bengal on 
May 24, 1987, SROSS-2, boosted by 
ASLV-D2, on July 13,1988, also met 
the same fate. 

Though the third launch put a 
106-kg satellite in orbit, the mission 
was not fully successful. The satellite 
was not put in the desired orbit, with 
a result that it could be uscit only for 
55 days, against the designed life of 
180 days. 

The attempted laundi of a heaviiff 
and powerful PSLV, weighing 275 ton¬ 
nes against 44 tonnes of ASLV, made 
the ASLV programme redundant, be¬ 
cause the ASLV was designed to pro¬ 
vide expertise for attempting to make 
more powerful rockets. 

However, ISRO decided to at¬ 
tempt one more launch of ASLV, be¬ 
cause of criticism that PSLV's failure 
could have been avoided if ISRO had 
perfected the technology with few 
more ASLV launches. 

MISCELLANY 

Round-the-world air ra(» 

A 25-day round-the-world air race 
was organised in the first week of 
May as part of the 50th anniversary 
cel^ration of the International Civil 


Aviation Organisatkm. The race started 
from Montreal, Canada, on May 1,1994 
and finished on May 25, 1994, after 
covering 34,000 km long route. 

India was represented by the 
noted flier, Mr VijaypatSinghania, in 
a turbo-propeller Cessna Conquest 
'Tiger". 

Ultimate secret code cracked 

T he world's ultimate secret 
code—-a 129-digit combination 
designed by mathematicians to take 
trillions of years to break—has been 
cracked in a mere 17 years. But it took 
600 people on five continents using 
1,600 computers and working for 
eight months to do it. 

The cracking of the code, devised 
17 years ago by three mathematicians 
and computer scientists, Mr Ronald 
Rivest, Mr Adi Shamir and Mr Leonard 
Adleman—has implications for biMi- 
ness and government security systems 
around the world, that use long 
numerical codes to protect secrets held 
in electronic databases. 

Godavari to be National Waterway 

G odavari, along with its 

navigable delta canals, will soon 
be declared a National Waterway. 
The surface transport ministry has 
proposed the enactment of a law to 
declare the Chelra Rajahmupdry 
stretch of Godavari in Andhra 
Pradesh a national waterway for 
shipping and navigation by 
mechanised propelled vessels. 

The total development cost for 
inland water transport on Godavari 
is Mtimated to be Rs 60 crore, while 
Rs 4 crore will be the expected annual 
cost for its maintenance. 

The move follows the 
government's efforts to develop 
.seven new national waterways. The 
National Transport Policy Commit¬ 
tee (NTPC) lias identifled potential 
stretches on Mahanadi, Godavari, 
Narmada, Sunderban, Krishna, 
Tapti, Mandovi and the canals Zuari 
and Combaijua, for this. 

The ptt^t assumes importance 
as transportation of coal to super 
thermal projects is expected to 
generate high revenues. While the 
projected cargo traffle will be 1 mil¬ 
lion tonne by 2000 AD, commuters 
traffic is exp^ted to touch 4.38 lakh. 
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SPORTS 


BOXING 

WBA worid heavyweight title 

Michael Moorer defeated 
Evander Holyfield on points to win 
the World Boxing Association 
World Heavyweight title. He has 
bMome the first left-hander to win 
the title in the history of the cham¬ 
pionship. 

CHESS 

National women's championship 
BHAGYASHREE Thipsay has 
regained the national chess crown 
by winning the women's National 
'A' chess championship, held at 
Bangalore. With this win Bhagyash- 
ree has equalled Rohini Khadilkar's 
record by winning the national 
championship five times. 

CRICKET 

Brian Lara smashes world record 

West Indian batsman Brian Lara 
made a world record of highest 
single innings score by an in¬ 
dividual, when he hit 369 against 
England, in the fifth Test played 
at St John's, Antigua. He beat the 
world record of 365, hit by fellow 
countryman. Sir Gary Sobers, 36 
years ago. 

Sober's unbeaten 365 runs wen; 
made against Pakistan at Kingston, 
Jamaica, in 1958. 

Australasia Cup 

Pakistan defeated India by 39 
runs to win the Australasia Cup. 
The championship was held at 
Sharjah. This was Pakistan's 12th 
victory over India in 15 matches 
played at Shaijah. 

West Indies-England Test series 
West indies took the five-Test 
series 3-1. While the first three Test 
matches were won by West Indies, 
the fourth Test was won by 
England. The loss of the fourth 


Test, played at Bridgetown, Bar¬ 
bados, was the first loss in Bar¬ 
bados in last 59 years. 

The fifth lest ended in a tame 
draw. However, history was made 
when Brian Lara hit a world record- 
breaking 369 runs in the first innings. 

South Africa-Australia one-day 
series 

Allan Border led Australia to an 
improbable one-run win over South 
Africa in the eighth onc-day inter¬ 
national to draw the eight-match 
series 4-4. 

FOOTBALL 

9th Federation cup tournament 

MOHUN Bagan defeated Sal- 
gaocar Club of Goa 3-0 in penalty 
shoot-out to win the Federation 
Cup. The tournament was held at 
Margoa, Gi>a. 

GOLF 

DCM Open title 

Ali Sher took the trophy and prize 
money of Rs 3.1,320 when ho 
defeated Daniel Chopra in a sud¬ 
den-death play-off. 


H O C K E Y 

Beighton Cup 

ARMY XI lifted the Beighton Cup 
for the third time in a row when 
they defeated B.N. Railway 2-1 at 
the final played at Calcutta. 

SNOOKER 

World Title 

Stephen Hendry of Scotland won 
his fourth World Snooker title when 
he defeated Jimmy White of 
England. 

TENNIS 

Japan Open title 

PETIi Sampras of USA defeated 
Michael Chang, also of USA, to 
win the japan open title. This was 
the second straight japan Open title 
win for Sampras. 

WRESTLING 

National Championship 

Services emerged champions in 
the freestyle section and ^ilways 
became champions in the Greco- 
Roman section. The championship 
was held at Chandigarh. 


The 300 runs in one innings club 

375 Brian Lara (Wl) vs England at Antigua, 1994. 

365 n.o. Gary Sobers (Wl) vs Pakistan at Kingston, 1957-58. 
364 Len Hutton (Eng) vs Australia at the Oval, 1938. 

337 Hanif Mohd (Pak) vs West Indies at Bridgetown, 1957-58. 
336 n.o. W.R. Hammond (Eng) vs New Zealand at Auckland, 
1932-33. 

334 Don Bradman (Aus) vs England at Leeds, 1930. 

333 Graham Gooch (Eng) vs India at Lord’s, 1990. 

325 A. Sandham (Eng) vs West Indies at Kingston, 1929-30. 
311 R.B. Simpson (Aus) vs England at Manchester, 1964. 

310 n.o. J.H. Edrich (Eng) vs New Zealand at Leeds, 1965. 
307 R.M. Cowper (Aus) vs England at Melbourne, 1965-66. 
304 Don Bradman (Aus) vs England at Leeds, 1934. 

302 Lawrence Rowe (Wl) vs England at Bridgetown, 1973-74. 
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WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 
Dr Nilm Mandela He ha« been elect¬ 
ed as the first Black President of South 
Africa 

Tuanku faafai Abdul Hahmn Ruler of 
the We&t Malaysian State of Nepri 
Sembilan, he has ascended to the throne 
as Malaysia s tenth king 

TbutmuHala He has been elected as 
the Prune Minister of lapan 

Ue Yung Duk He lus been appointed 
as the Pnme Minister of South Korea 
Mokdad *iifi Hi has been appointed 
as the l*iune Minister of Algeria 

Cliliahtldas Mehta He has been 
ippointed as the Chuf Minister of 
(luprat 

Ranu<>lhiai lhakm Ministtr ot Stah 
tor Rural Diselopment in thi Union 
( abinit hi has been given additional 
ihargt ot Parliamentary Affairs 

Malhkai an Minister of State for 
Kailwavs in thi I mon Cabinet ht has 
bien gut II thi additional chargt oi 
Parliamentau Sftaiis 

Moliunlal Lobuidhun Ht u the new 
High C omiiiis loner ot Maiintius to India 
V(^i/ )in Lht Vh Hi u tht n»w 
Ambassailor of \ letnam to India 

Di ham I '>hankar Railiuih Ht has 
been appoint! d as Iiidn s Ambassador to 
(.ambodia 

MadhUi Man^almurh Ht has bten 
appomti d as India s Ambassador tti South 
\fnia 

k P halikrhknan He has been 
appointed as India s Ambassadoi to 
Switzerland 


Stddharta Singh He is the new 
Ambassador of India to Iran 

PM Menon He is the new 
Ambassador of India to UAF 

RS Rathore He is the new 
Ambassador of India to Oman 

Ma] Cen j S Dhillan He has been 
appomted as the new Director-General of 
the Military Intelligente Wu^ of Indian 
Army 

S H Khan He has been appointed 
Chauman of the National Stock Exchange 
of India Ltd (NSF) 

Resigned 

let Hoi Chang Prime Minister of 
South Korea 

RuJha Malik Primt Minister of 
Algeria 

Distinguished Visitors 

Mohammed Salem Ba'>endwa Foreign 
A^irs Mimster of Yemen 

Rear Admiral Mi Shamkhani 
Commander of Iranian Navy 

Died 

Ruhard Nixon Former President ot 
USA 

Mai hen (Retd) R S Sparrow The first 
member of the Indian am^ fortes with a 
double Mahatnr Chakra decoration 

s 1 Kirloskar Doyen of Indian 
Industry and Patriatch of the Kirloskar 
group ot companies 

J SuHimmathaii Well known artist 
water 

Acharya SuWiif Kumar Spintual leader 
and Jam Muni 


EVENTS 


APRIL 

11 —NATO wai planes lesumc air strikes 
at Bosnian Serb positions around 
Ciorazdc 

12—The historic Mairakesh mimsttnal 
meet to usher in liberalistd world 
trade, starts 

IT—7Sth anniversary of the massacre at 
Jallianwala Bagh at Amritsar is 
observed 

15—World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
replaced GATT More than 120 
nations sign the trade pact 


21— Sino Indian border talks on imple¬ 
menting the agreement, signed m 
Septem^ 1*)93, begm m topng 

22— Mr Chhabildas Mehta is swom-m as 
«he Chief Minister of Gujarat 

2^- A coup attempt in Burundi is foiled 

2t>—South Africa blacks vote m the fust 
all-race elections 

TO -Fierce battle between nval forces m 
Yemen leaves more than 200 dead 

MAY 

2—More foan 200 people are killed as a 
fierce cydone hits Bangladesh 


—African National Congress (ANC) 
wins the first all-race elections in 
South Africa 

4— ASLV-D4, Indus indigenous rocket 
laimcher, successfully places the 113 
kg SRC^IC sateUite m orbit 

—Labour Party win the elections in 
Netherlands to form foe first Labour- 
led government smee 1977 

—Israeli Prime Minister, Mr Yitahak 
Rabin and PLO leader, Mr Yasser 
Arafat, sign a histone accord to give 
Palestinians their first taste of self- 
rule 

5— fitnke Iw bank offices of nationalised 
Banks nits the banking operations 
throughout Indu 

9- Dr Nelson Mandela is elected as the 
first black President of South Afhca 
10—President s rule is extended in 
Manipur for six months with effect 
from June ^ 1994 

—Dr Mandela is sworn-in as the 
President of South Africa marking foe 
end ot the peoples struggle against 
racism and tor justice and equality 


MILESTONES 

Ayrton Senna: One of foe mAy 
n dnvers in the wodd to win (tu 


seven 



spaed car crash duni% foe San Mac 
uondPnx HehefongeatoBCaaS 

Pda; Brazihan soccer meat, he has 
bectnne foe fint afolete to«« named a 
UNKQ? GoodwiU AmbimadQr 

Nttdill Wagto Editor of a Marathi 
eveninger, broi^ out from Bombay, he 
was aentenceo to four days of avil 
iQunisoiunent by the Maharashtra leg- 
islitive assembly, for an article Afne 
Makanaejn, which was considered as 
bread) m foe jnivtlege 

MBdiael f. fgy )8-year-old boy of 
USA, he has been sentenoed to six lafoes 
wifo a rattan can& by a Su^pore Cmm. 
forvandahsm The US President 110 
Chnton had requested for demency far 
the boy the request was tefected by foe 
Singapore goyemment 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. What historical event took 
place on April 13,1919? 

Ans. The tragedy of Jallianwala 
Bagh took place in Amritsar in Pun¬ 
jab in which hundreds of peaceful 
demonstrators were butchered by 
the troops of die British government. 
Among those killed were a number 
of children and women. The Troops 
: were ordered to fire by Mr Michael 
! O'Dwyer. 

Q. In which country was the 
"India Today 1994" festival in¬ 
augurated in April 1994? 

Ans. Australia. 

Q. At which place was the 
World Trade Organisation 
negotiated and signed in April 1994? 

Ans. Marrakesh, Morocco. 

Q. What amount of total 
revenue was collected by way of In¬ 
come-Tax in the year 1993-94? 

Ans. Rs 9,005 crore compared to 
Rs 7,888 crore in the previous year. 

Q. What amount of total traffic 
revenue was earned by the private 
Air Taxi Operators (ATOs) in 1993- 
94? 

Ans. Rs 460 crore. Compared to 
the ATOs the Indian Airlines 
recorded a loss of Rs 298 crore and 
Air India a profit of Rs 186 crore. 

I Q. Name India's first private 
I bank to be set up in last 40 years. 

Ans. Induslnd Bank. 

Q. In which country was the 
Festival of India organised in May 
1994? 

Ans. China. This was first-ever 
foreign atitural cxpcxsition in Beij¬ 
ing. The main theme of the festival 
was harmony. 

Q. "Beyond the Last Blue 
Mountain" by R.M. Lala is the biog¬ 
raphy of which Indian personality? 

Ans. J.R.D.Tata. 


Q. According to die provisional 
figures, what amount of the Gems 
and Jewellery were exported by 
India in 1993-94? 

Ans. $ 4.127 billion. The target 
was set for $ 3.455 billion. This is a 
26.1 per cent growth over the actual 
exports of $ ^272 billion, achieved 
during 1992-93. A target of $ 4.630 
billion is envisaged for 1994-95. 

Q. As per the 1991 census what 
is the amount of the total urban 
population of India? 

Ans. 217 million. 

Q. What amount of total ex¬ 
ports were made by India in 1993-94? 

Ans. $ 22.17 billion as against 
$ 18.42 billion in 1992-93. The target 
set for 1993-94 was for $ 22.14 billion. 

Imports during 1993-94 
amounted to $ 23.21 billion against 
$ 21.72 billion in the previous year. 

Trade deficit has declined to 
$1.04 billion from a massive $ 3.3 . 
billion in 1992-93. 

In rupee tenns exports are es¬ 
timated at Rs 69,546.91 crore and im- 
ports were Rs 72,806.01 crore leaving 
the trade deficit at Rs 3,259.10 crore. 

In contrast exports during 1992- 
93 were Rs 53350.54 crore and im¬ 
ports were Rs 62,922.80 crore, thus 
leaving a trade deficit of Rs 9,572.26 
crore. 

Q. Why was Vide.sh Sanchar 
Nigam Ltd (VSNL) in the news in the 
first Week of May, 1994? 

Ans. Tlie government decided 
to defer the global equity issue of 
VSNL, thus putting on hold ail ex¬ 
pansion plans of the department of 
telecommunications. 

The government refused to ac¬ 
cede to the demand of the foreign 
brokers of placing the issue at a 
lower price than the original indica¬ 
tive price of Rs 1,400 to Rs 1,600 per 


Global Depository Receipt (GDR). 

Q. What were the total depc^ts 
of all the scheduled banks of India as 
on the last Friday of 1993? 

Ans. Rs 3,03,087 crore. The total 
credit given was to the tune of Rs 
1,75,655 crore. The rate of growth of 
deposits was 15.9 per cent, which 
was lower than the rate of 19.2 per 
cent in the previous year. 

Nationalised hanks as a group 
contributed 56..3 per cent of the ag¬ 
gregate deposits while the State 
Bank of India and its assix'iates ac¬ 
counted for another 28.3 per cent. 
Foreign bank accounted for 7.8 per 
cent, regional rural banks 2.5 per 
cent and private sector banks 5.1 per 
cent. 

Q. Who is to head the high- 
powered committee, set-up by the 
Union government, to look into the 
affairs of sick public sector imdertak- 
ings? 

Ans. Finance Minister of India, 
Dr Manmohan Singh, I^iputy Chair¬ 
man of the Planning Conimi.s.sion 
will be the only other permanent 
metnber of the committee. 

Q. What was the total crude 
production of India during April- 
December, 1993? 

Ans. 19.99 million tonnes 
against the target of 20.34 million 
tonnes. 

Q. Give the name of the first 
pi u ton! u m-prod ucing fast-breeder 
reactor of Japan? 

Ans. Monju. 

Q. What price has been fi,\ed by 
the government of the domestic 
crude oil for the year 1993-94? 

Ans. Rs 1,741 per tonne. The 
rate of royalty, payable to the oil 
producing States, bias also been in¬ 
creased to Rs 528 per tonne. 
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GENERAL STUDIES 


IAS. Prelims General 
Studies Paper—1993 


Q. 1 to 50 are balance questions of LA.S. Prelims Genera! 
Study Paper, 1993. One hundred questions of this paper have 
already been published in the previous (May *94) issue 

1. When there is depletion of ozone m the strato¬ 
sphere the wavelength of radiation striking the earth's 
surface will be 

(r) (<f) 100 m 

2. The title given by the British Government to 
Mahatma Gandhi which he surrendered during the Non- 
Cooperation Movement was: 

(a) Hind Kesari (li) Kaiser-e-Hind 

(c) Rai Bahadur (</) Rt Honourable 

3 The solar eclipse achieves totality only in limited 
geographical n'gions oecause. 

(a) the size of the shadow of the moon on the 
earth is small compared to the cross section of 
the earth 

(b) the earth is not a smooth flat surface, but has 
elevatKins and depressions 

(() the trafectones of the earth around the sun and 
the moon around the earth are not perfect circles 

(d) sun rays can reach most of the peripheral 
ri'gions of the shadow of the moon due to 
atmospheric refraction 

4. In lainism 'perfect knowledge' is referred leas: 

(a) )ina (b) ratna 

(C) Kaivalya (d) nirvana 

5. (liven below is a diary of disasters involving haz¬ 
ardous chemicals. Which one of the following is correctly 
matched’ 

(ii) 1*>W, Minamata/ Leakage at pes- 

Niigata, Japan ticide plant 

(b) 1976, Seveso, Italy Mercury disch¬ 

arged into water¬ 
ways 

(r) 19K4, Bhopal, India : Leakage of dioxin 

(d) 1987, Kotka, Finland : Monochlorobenze 

ne spilt in harbour 

6. Which one of the diagrams given Wlow represents 
most closely the path of geostationary satellite in SfMce? 

(fl) 




7 As on today, which one of the following countries 
has the largest external debt’ 

(a) India (b) Brazil 

(c) USA (d) Mexico 

8. Among the four pairs given below which one 
consists of a correct combination of dignitaries who be¬ 
came \^ce-Presi dents after having held diplomatic posts 
like Ambassadors and High Commissioners? 

(a) Dr S. Radhakrishnan and G.S. Pathak 

(b) Dr S. Radhakrishnan and V. V. Giri 

(c) Dr Zakir Hussain and K.R. Narayanan 

(d) B D. Jatti and K.R Narayanan 

9 Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) Neitiier the Finance Commission nor the Plan¬ 
ning Commission is a constitutional body 

(b) The scope of the Finance Commission is 
limited to a review of the revenue segment of 
the budget while tlw Plannmg Comn^ssirm 
takes an overall review embracing both capi¬ 
tal and revenue requirements of tM States 

(c) No one can be a member of both tfie Finance 
Commission and the Planning Commission at 
the same time 

(d) There is no overlapping of work and respon¬ 
sibility of the Finance Commission and mose 
of the Planning Commission 

10. Sucrose content in sugarcane decreases: 

(a) if high ramfali occurs during the period of 
grovHh of the plant 
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(b) if frcffit occurs during the period of ripening 
(f) if there is fluctuation in temperature during 

the period of growtli of the plant 
, (d) if there is high temperature during the time of 

' ripening 

11. Which one of the following is a "man made" 
cereal NOT found in nature? 

(a) Dwarf wheat (b) Hybrid maize 

(c) Triticale (d) Soyabean 

12. Sugarcane, sugarbcet, sweetpea, chickpea, 
pigeonpea and French bean belong to; 

(a) two plant families (b) three plant families 
(c) four plant families (d) five plant families 

13. The production of cultured pearls is an important 
cottage industry of: 

(«) Belgium (b) West Indies 

(c) New Zealand (cl) Japan 

14. When partial convertibility obtains, the exchange 
rate is: 

(a) a weighted average 

(b) a simple average 

(c) fully floating 

(d) fully administered 

15. At the present state of our knowledge and 
resource position, India will remain self-sufficient for the 
next three decades in; 

(a) Tm (b) Coking coal 

(c) Copper (d) Petroleum 

16. A fertile soil, suitable for growing common crops, 
is likely to have a pH value of: 

(a) three (b) four 

(c) six to seven (d) nine to ten 

17. The New Population Bomb refers to; 

(a) an increase in the population of the aged in the 
Third World 

(b) rapidN growing urban population in the 
Third World 

(c) large scale distress migration in the Third 
World 

(d) deluge of Soviet emigrants 

18. The growth rate'of which one of the following 
sectors has very low employment elasticity? 

(a) Manufacturing (b) Construction 
(c) Financial services (d) Mixed farming 

19. When the Couple Protection Rate is going up: 

(a) birth rate must necessarily fall 

(b) birth rate will fall only if couples arc oi 
younger age 

(c) deatii rate must necessarily fall 

(d) infant mortality rate must be falling 

20. The Swaran Singh Committee considered the ques¬ 
tion of: 

(a) more autonomy to Punjab on the model of 
Jammu and Kashmir 

(b) the suitability of the Presidential form of 
government for India 

(r) the precedence of the Directive Principles over 


Fimdamental Rights 
(d) administrative reforms 

21. A zero rate of inflation obtains necessarily in a 
year where the annual rate of inflation: 

(a) in every wedc of the year is zero 

(b) is falling in every week of the year 

(c) is both falling and rising in a year 

(d) is constant in every week of the year 

22. A lot of details regarding the village administra¬ 
tion under the Cholas is provided by the inscriptions at: 

(a) Thanjavur (b) Uraiyur 

(r) Kanchipuram (d) Uttaramerur 

23. The Employment Guarantee Scheme, a rural 
work programme, was first started in: 

(a) We.st Bengal (b) Punjab 

(c) Kerala (d) Maharashtra 

24. In Mizoram the settlement pattern is mostly of 
'linear type' along the ridges because; 

(a) the valleys are cooler than the ridges 

(b) accessibility is easier on the ridge tops 

(c) the ridges are cooler than the valleys 

(d) the valley.s are densely forested 

25. Which tine of the following sets of economists 
strongly favoured a market economy? 

(a) Adam Smith, Keynes, Hides 

(b) Adam Smith, Marx, Strumlin 

(c) Adam Smith, Hayek. Friedman 

(d) Adam Smith. Ricardo, J.K. Galbraitli 

26. Which one of the following approaches comes 
under the category ol biotechnology? 

(a) U.se of living organisms or substances ob¬ 
tained from them in industrial processes 

(b) Modernizing the commercial industries to 
produce products for use in biological re¬ 
search 

(c) U.se of modern technology to investigate 
biological disorders 

(d) U.se of industrial technology to increase the 
biosphere 

27. Which of the following places have their standard 
times that are the same as GMT? 

•1. Accra 2. Dublin 

3. Madrid 4. Lisbon 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below; 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,3 and 4 

(f) 1,2 and 4 (d) 2,3 and 4 

28. Who among the following introduced the famous 
I^ersian festival of NAUROJ in India? 

(o) Balban (b) Iltutmish 

(c) Firuz Tughlaq (d) Ala-ud-din Khilji 

29. Though a few (gas-based) industries have already 
been established good reserves of natural gas in India 
remain unutilised. This va.sl resource of natural gas can be 
used in the production of; 

(a) fertilizers (b) carbide 

(c) graphite (d) synthetic petroleum 
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30. Haemophilia is a hereditary disease carried by: 

(a) females and expressed by females 

(b) females and expressed by males 

(c) males and expressed by females 
id) males and exprrased by males 

31. Which one of dte following is INCORRECT in 
respect of Parliamentary control over the Budget? 

(a) Parliament has no say in (he preparation of the 
budget 

(b) Parliament has the power to increase expend i- 
ture charged on the Consolidated Fund 

(c) Parliament has no power to impose a tax 
without the President's recommendation 

(d) Parliament has no power to increase a tax 
without the President's recommendation 

32. Eurodollars are; 

(a) a currency issued by European Monetary 
Union 

(b) special currency issued by federal govern¬ 
ment of U.S.A. to be used only in Europe 

(c) U.S. dollars circulating in Europe 

(d) European currencies exchanged for the U.S. 
dollar in U.S. 

33. "Indian cotton merchant; banker; Congressman 
and a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi." This descrip¬ 
tion fits 

(a) G.D. Birla (b) M.R. Jayakar 
(c) Jamnalai Baja) (d) VS. Srinivasa Sastri 

34. The founder of Boy Scouts and Civil Guides 
movement was: 

(a) Charles Andrews (b) Robert Montgomery 
(c) Richard Temple (d) Baden Powell 

35. Consider the map given below: 
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Two tourists travelling from Delhi, one to Karachi and 
the other to Bhui wanted to have company. The railway 
junction up to wnich they can travel toother as shown in 
the map is: 

(fl) Phulera (b) Jodhpur 

(c) Luni (d) Balotra 

36. The foundation of modem educational system in 
India was laid by: 

(fl) The Charter Act of 1813 

(b) Macaulay's Minutes' of 1835 

(c) The Hunter Commission of 1882 

(d) Wood's Despatch of 1854 


37. The formation of brilliant colours in a Ihin soap 
film is a consequence of the phenomeria of: 

(a) multiple reflection and interference 

(b) multiple refraction and dispersion 
(r) difoaction and dispersion 

(d) polarisation and interference 

38. The basic difference between imperative and in¬ 
dicative planning is that: 

(a) in the case of the imperative planning the 
marketmechanism is entirely replaced by a 
command hierarchy, while in the case of in¬ 
dicative planning, it is looked upon as a way 
to improve the functioning of the market sys¬ 
tem 

(b) in (he case of indicative planning there is no 
need to nationalise any industry 

(r) in the case of imperativ'e planning all 
economic activilie.s belong to public sett-T. 
while in the other type mey belong to tin- 
private sector 

(d) it is easier to achu'M.’ targets in impcraii\'t 
type of planning 

39. Which one of the following was part of ilk' 
erstwhile Soviet Union over which Kurdish populali jn is 
spread? 

(fl) Armenia (b) .Azerbaijan 

(c) Georgia (d) Turkmenistan 

40. Which one of the following monuments figun.'d 
in the news recently in connection with a fall of some of 
its parts and its consequent archaeological conservation? 

(fl) jagannath temple, Puri 

(b) Sun temple, Konarak 

(f) Khandariya Mahadev temple, Khajuraho ' 

(d) Chaunsnt Yogini temple, Bheraghat 

41. Mahatma Gandhi was rt^ferred to as 'the Father of 
the Nation' first by: 

(g) Jawaharlal Nehru (|i) Vallabhbhai Patel 

(c) C. RajagopaIachar((f) Subhas Chandra Boso 

42. Next to Hindi, the language spoken by the largest 
number of people in the Indian sub-continent is: 

(fl) Urdu (b) Tclugu 

(c) Bengali (d) Tamil 

43. Variable reserve rates and Open Market Opera¬ 
tions are instruments of: 

(a) Fiscal Policy (b) Monetary Policy 

(f) Budgetary Policy ((f) Trade Policy 

44. The Ryotw'ari .Scttlemeni was introduced I'V (lie 
British in the: 

(rt) Bengal Presidency 

(b) Madras Presidency 

(c) Bombay Presidency 

(if) Madras and Bombay I-Vesidencies 

45. In many developing countries, three major causes 
of death and disea.se are: 

(fl) lack of .safe drinking water, increasing use v>i 
pesticides and thinning of the ozone layer 
(b) contaminated food, global warming anti m- 
dustria) chloroBuorocatbons 
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(c) puiluted air, greenhouse effect and soil 
erosion 

(d) dirty water, contaminated food and poUutad air 
. 46. The h^eyveli thermal power plant is fedby; 

(a) Gdndwanacoal (ft) Terhitycoal 
(c) Quartemary coal (d) HZambrian coal 

47. Which one of the following modes of privatisa-’ 
tion is the most comprehensive and complete? 

(a) introduction of private capital in public sector 
(ft) Contracting out management of public 
enterprises to the private sector 

(c) Transferring ownership and management to 
the woiicers 

(d) Transferring ownership and management to 
the private sector 

48. Vinegar is an aqueous solution of: 

(a) oxalic acid (ft) citric acid 

(c) acetic acid (<0 hydrochloric add 

49. Which one of the following strongly threatens 
biodiversity? 

(a) Fragile ecosystems such as mangroves and 
wemnds 

(ft) Inaccessible habitats in the Himalayas 

(c) Destruction of natural habitats and vegetation 
and shifting cultivation 

(d) Creation of biosphere reserves 

50. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reascm (R): 

Assertion (A); Hong Kong is to revert to China from 
British control in a few years. 

Reason (R): The people of Hong Kong have opted for 
itin a referendum. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is true? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explarution of A 

(ft) Both A and R are true but R is NOT the correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 
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History Revision Speciai 


BATTLES AND WARS IN 
INDIA 

Battle of Hydaspes: 326 BC— 
Alexander the Great had to turn back 
at the Hydaspes (Beas) as his home¬ 
sick troops refused to light against 
the Nanda empire. 

Battle of Kalinga: 261 BC— 
Ashoka defeated king of Kalinga. 
This battle killed the soldier in 
Ashoka and he embraced Buddhism. 

Ist Battle of Tarain: 1191 AD— 
Prithvi Ra) Chohan defeated 
Mohammed Ghori. 

2nd BaHle of Taiain: 1192 AD— 
Mohammed Ghori defeated Prithvi 
Raj Chohan. 

1st Battle of Panipat: 1526— 
Uabar defeated Ibrahim Lodhi. 

2nd Battle of Panipat: 1556— 
Bairam Khan (Akbar's General) 
defeated Hemu. 

Battle of Talikota: 1564-65—^This 
battle destroyed the kingdom of 
Vijayanagar. 

Battle of Haldighat: 1576— 
Akbar's forces defeated Rana Pratap. 

Battle of Plassey: 1757—The 
English under Lord Clive defeated 
Siraj-ud-Daulah. This battle laid the 
foundation of British Rule in India. 

3rd Battle of Panipat: 1761— 
Ahmed Shah Abdali defeated Mar- 
ha ttas. 

Fourth Mysore War: 1799— 
British forces defeated Tipu Sultan. 

Fourth Maihatta Wan 1817-18— 
British defeated Marhattas and thus 
extinguished the Marhatta empire. 
ANCIENT CULTURE AND 
CIVILIZATIONS 

Indus Valley Civilization: 
Flourished between 2500 to 1700 BC. 
Two big cities of the period, to be 
discovered, are Harappa in the 
Montgomery district of West Punjab 
(Pakistan) and Mohenjodaro in the 
Larkana district of Sind (Pakistan). In 
India important sites connected are 
Rc^ar in Punjab and Kalibangan in 
Rajasthan. Later discoveries have 
traced it as far as Alamgirpur in Uttar 
Pradesh. 


Pecqple cultivated barley, wheat,. 

E eas, melons, sesame etc. People 
new how to spin both cotton and 
woollen threads. Women put on 
skirts, and the men wore a band of 
cloth round their loins. They also 
sported beards and whiskers. Both 
men and women wore ornaments. 
People domesticated bull, buffalo, 
p^ elephant, horses and dogs. 

The cities were well planned 
with broad streets. The people used 
burnt bricks with gypsum and mud- 
plaster. The cities had well laid out 
drainage system. 

Vedic or Aryan Civilization: The 
original home of Aryans still remains 
a controversial point. They are sup¬ 
posed to have migrated from Central 
Asia. The group that came to India 
first settled in the present Frontier 
Province and Punjab—then called 
Sapta Sindhu. 

The Aryans were skilful farmers. 
They knew the art of domesticating 
animals. They were engaged in trade 
and knew maritime navigation. The 
religious books were Vedas —four in 
number; (i) the Ris Veda, the oldest, 
(fi) the Yajur Veda, (fii) the Sarm Veda, 
and (iv) the Atiuttva Veda; the Up- 
fus/Mds-^hilosophical treatises; the 
Epics—^the Ramayana and the Mahab- 
harata; the Puranas —18 in number; 
the SJwstras or the Darsharm —six in 
number and Mam Simriti. 

It was in medieval age d\at the 
Aryans came to be called I^ndus. 
Th«W were divided in four castes: (i) 
Branmanas, (ii) Kshatriyas, (Hi) 
Vaishyas and (iv) Sudras. 

BUDDHISM AND JAINISM 
Buddhism was founded Iw Sid- 
dhardia who was bom in 567 B.C. at 
Lumbini village. He was son of Sud- 
dhodana, king of Kapilvastu. The 
founder of Jainism is unknown. 
Mahavira, a contemporary of Bud¬ 
dha, was ^e preceptor of Jainism. Ik 
was the last of ffte Jain teachers called 
Tirthankaras. 

The two faidis shared the belief 
in tite transmigration of soul, but 
rejected the aumority of Vaias and 


condemned animal sacrifice. 

While Jainism carried the 
doctrine of non-violence to the ex¬ 
treme and preacribed rigid ascetidsm ' 
for salvation. Buddhism advised the : 
middle pafiii and abhorred the mor¬ 
tification of the fle^ as much as in- 
dulgotce in sensual pleasures. 

Buddha laid stress on die Four 
Noble Truths, the observaiKe of the ; 
ten commandments and the pursuit 
of Noble Eight-fold Path. 

Foreign countries to be in¬ 
fluenced by Indian Culture in the 
ancient period: (The ancient Indian 
names of these countries are given in 
brackets) Vietnam (Oump^, Java 
(Yavadwipa), Sumatra (Suvan^xaipe), . 
Borneo (yarumdwipa), Cambodia . 
(Kamboja), Sri Lanka (Xamrapami), 
Burma (Indradwipa), Malaya (Malaya 
Desha). 

KINGDOMS AND DYNASTIES 

Maurya Dynasty (322-185 B.C.J: 
Chandra Gupta Maurya was the = 
founder (322-289 B.C.). This was first 
historical Empire of India. Widt the 
help of his wise and able tutor (later 
Minister)—Kautilya or Chaitdkya —he 
drove the Greeks out of Punjab and 
conquered Magadha. Ashoka uie Great 
(273-233 B,C.) was die most famous 
king and one of the greatest in Indian 
history. 

Kushan Dynasty (120 A.D. to 
162 A.D3: War-fike tribe driven out of 
China, they came to India in the 1st 
century A.D. Kanishka was die third 
and the matest king. He became a 

E atron otBuddhism and was the only 
idian ruler to have his territory 
beyond Pamirs in Central Aria. 

Gupta Dynasty (320-550 AD.): 
Chandra Gupta I (320-330 A.D.) 
started the Gupta Era. The period is 
termed as golden period of the Hin¬ 
dus. The Guptas freed the country 
from foreign domination. Chandra 
Giqita I was followed by Samudra 
Gupta and Chandra Gupta n (Vik- 
ramaditya). 

During Vikramaditya's reign 
Fahein, the Chinese pilgrim visits; 
art and literature flourished; great 
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persoritigcs who lived during his 
period include Kalidas—poel and 
dramatist; Art/abhalt and 
Varetliamtitira —grea test mathe¬ 
matician.'. and astronomers; 
SlMitkiiraclutjya —great preacher of 
Hinduism and Dhanwdntri —great 
physician. 

Vardhana Dynasty (606-647 
A.D.): Harsha Vardhana was the 
greatest king. Me nearly conquered 
whole of Northern India. He was last 
Hindu king of Northern India. Hieun 
T^nig (63(1-645) a Chinese pilgrim 
visited India during his reign. 

Chalukya Dynasty (450-1189 
A.D.): Pounded by Chulik. The 
greatest king was Pulakesin II, a con¬ 
temporary of Harsha. He foiled all 
d I tempts by Harsha to invade Dec- 
can. 

Chola D>'nasty: .Ancient Tamil 
kingdom. Reached zenith of their 
power under Raja raja 1 the Great 
(9^5 1014 A.D.). The great Siva 
temple at Tanjorc, the masterpiece of 
Chola architecture, w'as built by him. 

The Rajputs (650-1200 A.D.): 
After dealh of Harsha, Rajputs estab- 
h.'died their rule in the whole of 
Northern India and formed several 
petty independent kingdoms which 
lasted for 5(X) years and then suc¬ 
cumbed to tlie Muslim invaders. Well 
known rulers were: Prilhvi Raj 
Cltokiu, the king of Delhi and Ajmer 
and jai CJiaiui Rnthoi who w'as the last 
and most famous king. He was 
defeated and killed by Mohammed 
Ghori in 1194. Bihar was ruled by 
PaUa dynasty, Bengal by Sam dynas¬ 
ty, Bundelkhand by Clumdel Rajputs 
and Mewar by ' Sisodia dynasty. 
.Mewar io.se to great power under 
Rmti Kumbha The Rana defeated 
Muslims and erected the Tonrro/V/c- 
Imif at Chittor. Raiia Saitgram Sinifh 
iSan^fa) and Ruiut Pratap belonged to 
this dynasty. Mirnbai, the celebrated 
devotee of Lord Krishna was 
daugliter-in-iaw of Rana Kumbha. 

Bahmani Kingdom (1346-1526): 
VliLvlim kingdom estabiislied in Dec- 
can, it wa.s founded by Zafar Khan. 
The most important person was 
Mahmud Gawan. The kingdom ul¬ 
timately split into five independent 
St.iies; (1) Biciar (2) Berar .Ahmed- 
njgor (4) Bijupur (5) Gotkonda. In 
15(1.5 the Slates, except Benin com¬ 
bined and di:stmyed tlie Vijayanagar 


kingdom at the Battle c^Talikota. 

Vijayanagar Kingdom (1336- 
1565): Founded by Hari Har and 
Buldca Raya, two brothers in order to 
check the tide of Muslim conquests. 
Most famous king was Raja Krishna 
Dev, the last great Hindu ruler of 
SmUhern India (1509-1529). The last 
king was Kam Raja. 

ADVENT OF MUSLIMS 

The Arabs were the first Muslims 
to come to India. They conquered 
Sind and Multan in 712 A.D. but 
could not set up their kingdom. Three 
hundred years later (997-1030 AD) 
Suitan Mahmud of Ghazni led a 
series of raids. In 1025 A.D. he 
lundered Som Nath Temple in 
athiawar. In 1186 Mohd Ghori con- 
uered Lahore. In 1191 he was 
efeated bv Pfithvi Raj Chohan at the 
Battle of farain but next year he 
returned and completely defeated 
the Hindus. Thus commenced the 
Muslim rule in India 

The dynasties which ruled till the 
coming of Mughais in the 16th cen¬ 
tury were the Slaves, the Khiljis, the 
Tughlaq.s, the Sayyids and the Lodis. 
This piiase is known as the Sultanate 
period. 

in 1526 the foundation of Mughal 
rule was laid by Babar. He was des¬ 
cendant of Chingez Khan and Timur. 
Akbar, the greatest of the Mughais ex¬ 
tended his sway over an area stretch¬ 
ing from Kandhar in the west to 
Dhaka in the east and from Srinagar 
in the north to Ahmcdnagar in the 
south. 

The Mughal Empire reached the 
zenith of expansion under 
Aurangzeb. He thought and-acted in 
terms of an Islamic State and con¬ 
sidered it his duty to wage jUuids 
against the unbelievers. He imposed 
jazia and pilgrim tax on Hindus and 
encouraged large-scale conversions. 
He contributed, in more than one 
way, in the downfall of Mughal Em¬ 
pire. 

THE MARATHAS 

The Marathas rose to power 
during the second half of the seven¬ 
teenth century. Under Shivaji (1627- 
80) they Iwcame a great power. Under 
f’eshwas they made a bold bid to 
build up a Hindu Padshahi. Baji Rao 
was the ablest of the Peshwas. In 1761 
Ahmed Shah Abdali inflicted crush¬ 


ing defeat to the Peshawa's forces at 
Panipat. 

THE SIKHS 

The commuAity was founded as 
a religious sect by Guru Nanak 
during the rdigious revival of 15th 
and 16th centuries. Guru Gobind 
Singh (1666-1707), the tenth Guru, 
transformed it into a military brother¬ 
hood. Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780- 
1839) was the greatest Indian ruler of 
his time and was founder of the Sikh 
rule in Bw Punjab. The Sikh power 
was broken by British after the deadi 
of Ranjit Singn. 

THE COMING OF EUROPEANS 

Vasco de Gama discovered the 
sea route to India and reached Calicut 
in 1498. His discovery made the Por¬ 
tuguese to be the first among the 
European nations to trade with India. 
Following them were the Dutch, the 
English, the Danes and die French. 

The (English) East India Com¬ 
pany was incorporated in 1600 by a 
Charter given by Queen Elizabeth 1. 
In 1615 first factory was built at Surat. 
Battle of Plassey in 1757 laid the foun¬ 
dation of the Company's power in 
Bengal. Bengal was the first province 
to be conquered by the English. 

In 1774 Regulating Act gave a 
legalised working constitution to the 
East India Company's dominion in 
• India. The Pitt's India Act, 1748 pul 
the East India Company under the 
control of the British Parliament. 

Lord Wellesley (1789-1805) made 
the East India Company the 
paramount power in India. 

Lord Cornwallis (1786-93) intro¬ 
duced the Permanent Settlement of 
Bengal which placed the Indian 
revenue system on scientific basis. 

Lord Dalhousie (1848-56).intro¬ 
duced the Doctrine of Lapse which laid 
down as a principle that on the death 
of a ruling prince without direct des¬ 
cendants, the British Government 
should refuse to sanction the adop¬ 
tion of an heir and declare the 
dominiems of the deceased as "lapsed 
to the sovereign power by total 
failure of heirs natural". 

The 1857 Revolution: On March 
29,1857 Mangal Fandey, a sc^oy in 
the 34th Regiment on parade m mr- 
rackpore, broke the ranks calling 
upon his fellow Indians to rise in 
revolt against the British. He shot 
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dead two British officers. The news of 
his arrest and being hanged spread to 
all cantcauncnts and a countrywide 
revolt broke out. The heroine of the 
fust war of independence was Rani 
LaishiTU Bai of Jhansi. Other notable 
figures were; Nana Saheb, the 
adored son of last Peshwa and Tan- 
tya the brave commander of 
Nana Mheb's forces. 

Queen's Proclamation of 1858; 
This was most important sequel to 
the great revolt of 1857. The 
proclamation ended the rule of East 
India Company in India. The 
Government of India was taken over 
directly by the Crown. The Governor- 
General who was henceforth to be a 
representative of the Crown was 
redesignated as the Viceroy. The first 
Viceroy of India luas Ixird Canning. The 
proclamation was described as 
Magna Carta of India. 

The Indian Councils Act, 1861 
c-nabU»d the Viceroy to a.ssociate In¬ 
dians with legislative business. 

Minto-Morley Reforms or the 
Indian Councils Act of 1909 en¬ 
larged the size of the Legislative 
Councils. The official majority was 
replaced by a majority of nominated 
members. The worst feature was in¬ 
stitution of separate electorate for the 
Muslims. 

Montague-Clielmsford reforms 
or Government of India Act, 1919: It 
replaced the Imperial Legislative 
Council with a bicameral legislature, 
that was set-up in New Delhi. A sys¬ 
tem of direct elections, with limited 
franchise, was introduced. It intro¬ 
duced dyarchy in the provintus. 

THE NATIONAL FREEDOM 
MOVEMENT 

The first sign of political or- 
gailisation in India was tne formation 
of the Indian Association by 
Surendranath Baneqee in 1876. In 
1885 the Indian National Congress 
* was formed. The organisation owed 
.its origin to the inspiration provided 
by Surendranath Baneijee and A.O. 
Hume. The first session was held in 
Bombay in 1885 under the 
Presidentship of Mr Woomesh 
Qiandra Bonnerjee. 

The 1907 Sural Session saW the 
first split in Congress. The extremists 
led by Bal Gangadhar Tllak, Lala l..iaj- 
pat Kai and Bipin Chander Pal 


believed that independence could 
not be achieved by following con¬ 
stitutional methods alone. The 
moderates decided to have no truck 
with extremists. In 1916, at the t.uck- 
now fiession, the extremists were ad¬ 
mitted back into Congress. 

'ITiis was followed by the Home 
Rule Movement spearheaded by Tilak 
and Mrs Annie Besant. The finest 
peritxl of the Indian National Con¬ 
gress was from 1918 to 1947 when 
Mahatma Gandhi dominated the In¬ 
dian political scene. 

Rowlatt Act: Passed in 1918, it 
gave the government unbridled 
power to arrest and imprison 
suspects without trial and crush civil 
liberties. 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 
(April 13, 1919); A public meeting 
was announced on April 13,1919 to 
rotest against the Rowlatt Act. 
efore the meeting could start 
General Dwyer order^ heavy firing 
on the crowd. Hundreds of innocents 
were killed (On March 13, 1940, Sar- 
dar Udham Singh shot dead Sir 
Michael O'Dwyer, the Lt Governor of 
Punjab at the time of jallianwala 
Bagh tragedy, in London). 

Non-cooperation Movement: 
The Calcutta .session of Congress in 
September 1920 passed a resolution 
moved by Candhiji to launch non- 
cooperation movement against the 
British for attainment of Swaraj. The 
movement envisaged among other 
thing.s (f) surrender of titles and 
honorary offices; (iV) withdrawal of 
children from government schools; 
(Hi) boycott or British courts (fu) 
boycott of foreign goods; and (v) 
adoption of Swadeshi in piece-goods 
on a vast .scale. 

Chauri Chaura Incident; As 
Mahatma Gandhi was pK>paring for 
his civil disobedience movement in 
Bardoli, a mob in Gorakhpur clashed 
with the police and killed 22 
policemen. Since Gandhiji was 
against violence he abruptly called 
off the agitation. 

Swaraj Party: Gandhiji's 
decision to suspend non-cooperation 
movement came in for severe 
criticism by Moti Lai Nehru, C.R. Das 
and N.C. Kelkar. They formed a new 
Party—Swaraj Party. They em¬ 
phasised the need for entering the 


legislative councils by contesting 
elections in order to wreck them from 
within. After ttie death of C.R. Das in 
1925 the party disintegrated. 

Simon Commission: The Com¬ 
mission was appointed in 1927 to in¬ 
quire into the working of the system 
of government, the ^wth of wuca- 
tion, etc. All political leaders decided 
to boycott the Commission because it 
had no Indian member. It was while 
leading a demonstration against the 
Commission in Lahore that Lala Laj- 
pat Rai died after a fate! Lathi-blovf. 

Lahore Congress Session, 1929: 
Under the Presidentship of Pt 
Jawaharlal Nehru the resolution, 
declaring complete independence to 
be the goal of me national movement, 
was passed. 

Dandi March: On Match 12,1930 
Gandhiji started the March, from 
Sabarmati Ashram for the small vil¬ 
lage Dandi, to break the Salt law. On 
reaching the seashore he broke the 
Salt l.aw by picking up salt from the 
seashore. This was the start of 
another round of civil disobedience. 

First Round Table Conference 
(1930): Held in London on November 
12,1930, it was boycotted by Indian 
National Congress. The aim was to 
abridge gulf between the Govern¬ 
ment and the Congress so that the 
non-cooperation movement might 
come to an end. 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact and Second 
Round Table Conference (1931): The 
pact was signed on March 5, 1931 
betu'een Candhiji and Lord Irwin, 
the then Viceroy. In terms of tiie pact 
the civil disobedience movement was 
withdrawn and Gandhiji apeed to 
attend the Second Round Table Con¬ 
ference. The Conference started in 
September 1931 and closed on 
Dwember 11,1931 without achieving 
anything. 

Poona Pact, 1932: The British 
Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald 
gave the Communal Award whidh 
conceded separate electorates on 
communal basis. Gandhiji w'ent on a 
fast unto death to have the award 
annulled. The fast ended in the Poona 
Pact which repudiated tt»e Award. 

Government of India Act, 1935: 
The Simon Commission report 
formed the basis of this Act. It intro¬ 
duced provincial autonomy and 
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abolished d;^archy in the province. 

August Often On August 8, 
1{|40, tm Vicer^ declared mat the 
goal of British Government was to 
. establish Dominion Status in India. It 
accepted that framing of a new Con¬ 
stitution would be TO responsibili^ 
of Indians. It also laid down that full 
weight would be given to minorities 
views. The Congress President, 
Maulana Azad, r^ected this offer. 
The Muslim League, however, wel¬ 
comed it. It declaim that the problem 
of India's future Constitution could 
be solved only by partition of India. 

Ciipps Mission, 1942: With the 
Japanese advance to India's border, 
during World War U, the Britishers 
realism that they could not imore 
Indians anymore. Sir Stamford 
Cripps arrivm in India on March 22, 
1942 to resolve the deadlock and to 
unite Indians against the Japanese 
menace. Ife proposed that (t) India 
should be given the status of 
Dominion after tiKe war; (it) during 
die war except for Defence all other 
subjects would be transferred to In¬ 
dians; and (Hi) after the war a con¬ 
stituent Assembly would be set up to 
decide the future of India. It was a 
package deal which was to be ac- 
ceptea as a whole. The Cripps Mis¬ 
sion, however, ended in faihiie as no 
party agreed to the proposals. 

Quit India Movemcnb On July 
14, 1942 die Working Committee of 
the Congress passed the Quit India 
resolution which asked die British to 
transfer the power to Indians or face 
a non-violent movement under the 
leadership of Gandhiji. The British 
government acted swiftly. All leaders 
were jailed. This resulted in a revolu- 
ticmary upsurge which was sup¬ 
pressed ruthlessly. 

Wavell Plan: It concerned 
Viceroy's Executive Council. One of 
the main proposals was diat the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council would be constituted 
giving a baUmoed repremntation to 
the main communities in it, including 
equal representation to Muslims and 
Hindus. 22 prominent leaders called 
at Shimla to consider the plan. They 
could reach no dedsicm because Mr 
Jinnah's stand ^t only those Mus¬ 
lims approved by the Muslim League 
should be included in the Executive 
Council. 

Cabinet Mission: In 1945-46 two 


important evoits—the INA trials and 
Naval Mutiny—turned die scale 
against the British. The coming of 
Labour Party in Power in &ig!md 
finally set the pace for die Freedom 
for Indians. 

The new Prime Minister Mr Atlee 
appointed the Cabinet Mission to 
negotiate handling of power with the 
Indian leaders. The mission consisted 
of Lord Patheck Lawrence, Sir Staf¬ 
ford Cripps and Mr A. V. Alexander. 

The Commission recommended; 
(0 There should be a Union of India 
comprising British India and the In¬ 
dian States; (ii) The federal centre 
should have control over defence, 
foreign affairs and communications; 
(Hi) ine Provinces should form three 
groups— (a) Group of the Hindu 
majority provinces, (b) Group of the 
Muslim majority provinces, (c) 
Group of Bengal and Assam; (iv) A 
Constituent Assembly should be set 
up to draft the Constitution; (v) Any 
Province could withdraw from any 
Group after the first general elec¬ 
tions. The Commission rejected the 
demand for creation of Palustan. 

Constituent Assembly: Elec¬ 
tions to the assembly were held in 
July 1946. In the Muslim electorate, 
the Muslim league secured 73 out of 
78 seats. The Congress won 199 out of 
210 seats. The Muslim League, how¬ 
ever, boycotted the Assembly even 
before its first meeting fixed for 
December 9, 1946. The Assembly 
commenced its business with Dr 
Rajendra Prasad as its Speaker. But 
non-participation of Muslim League 
led to failure of Cabinet Mission's 
plan. 

The Mountbatten Plan: The next 
formula for transfer of sovereignty to 
Indians was the Mounfoatten plan of 
June 3, 1947. It laid down detailed 
principles for the partiticm of India. 
Its accepfence by all resulted in the 
birth of Pakistan. 

The Indian Independence Act, 
1947: The Act laid down detailed 
measures for partition of India and 
speedy transfer of the political power 
to the newly bom governments of 
India and Pakistan. The main 
provisions were: (1) The Constitution 
named by the Indian Constituent As¬ 
sembly will not apply to Muslim- 
majonty provinces (2) The question 
of division of Bengal and Punjab will 
be decided by their respective As¬ 


semblies (3) A Boundary Commis¬ 
sion will be appointed to decide fiital 
line of demarcation between India 
and Pakistan (4) Power will be trans¬ 
ferred by 15th August, 1947 (5) Prin¬ 
cely States would oe fro to join India 
or Pakistan or proclaim inde 
pendence. 

MISCELLANY 

Razia Sulhin ruled From 1236- 
1240 AD. She was the first and the 
only Muslim lady to sit on the throne 
of Delhi. 

Muhammad Tughlaq shifted his 
capital from Delhi to Devagiri. 

Akbar has his kingdom divided 
into 15 provinces. These provinces 
were called Subas. 

Kushams were also known as 
Kouei-Chonang. 

The Political organi.sation of Raj¬ 
puts was based on Feudal System. 

The Khajuraho temples were 
built by Chandella rullers. 

The mighty gateways found in 
the temples of South India arc called 
Gopurams. 

The Buland Darwaza was built to 
mark Akbar's conquest of Gujarat. 

Shivaji used to be a.ssist^ by a 
council of eight ministers called Ash- 
iapradlian. 

The tax collected by the Marathas 
after a victory was called Cluiuth. 

Azad Hind Faiij was formed by 
Netaji Subhash Chander Bose in 
1943. 

Integration of Princely States in 
India took place in 1948. 

Founder of Ramakrlshna Mis¬ 
sion was Swami Vivekananda. His 
original name was Naridranath 
Datta. 

Varahamihira was a distin¬ 
guished Indian astronomer, mathe¬ 
matician and philosopher. He was 
one of the nine gems of the court of 
King Vikramaditya. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was erne of 
the greatest social reformers that 
India has produced. He was founder 
of Brahma Samaj and was instrumen¬ 
tal in eradicating social evils like Sati, 
Purdah and child marriage. 

Acharya Ramanui, the great 
Vaishnava teacher of Tamil Nadu; 
founder of Bhakti movement. 

Sarvodw and Bhoodan movement 
was founded by Vinoba Bhave. He 
was follow» of Mahatma Gandhi. 
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OBJEaiVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below are the balance questum set in 
N.DA. Examination held in 1993. Q1 to 65 were published in 
tlte May '94 issue. 

1. The solution of the equations; 

Sat-v + I 2jf+v + 2 3x+2v + l. . 

-JJ-is given by: 

(fl)x = 2,y = l {l>)x=l,y = l 

(c) x--l,y = -l (d) x = l,y = 2 

2. The relationship between x and y as shown in the 
given table is; 



(a) y 100 - lOx (b) y = 100 - 5x - 

(c) y~m-5x^ (d) y = 20- x-x^ 

3. A train takes 18 seconds to pass completely 
through a station 162 metres long and 15 seconds to pass 
completely through another station 120 metres long. The 
length of the train (in metres) is; 

(a) 70 (b) 80 (f) 90 (d) 100 

4. The hypotenuse of a right angled triangle is 25 
cms. 'fhe other two sides are such that one is 5 cm longer 
than tlie other. Their lengths (in cm) are: 

(fl) 10,15 (b) 20,25 (c) 15,20 (d) 25,30 

5. Solve the equations; 

m n 

—' + — s. a 

^ y 

— + — = b 


(b) x = 


2 2 
ir + i»r 

2 2 
m •' H 

am - bu' 

^ bm - an 

„,2 „2 

HI n 

2 2 
n - m 

am - bn' 

^ ~ bm-an 


2 2 
m - u 

am - bii' 

bm-an 

2 2 
n-m 

- n? 

am - bn' 

bm-an 


7. If the ratio between the roots of the equation 
/x* + nx + n = 0 is p : q, then the value of the expression 

q p I 

ifl) 1 m 3 (c) 0 (d) -1 

8. Vidya and Vandana solved a quadratic equation. 
In solving it, Vidya made a mistake in the constant term 
only and got the roots as 6 and 2, while Vandana made a 
mistake in the coefficient of x and obtained the roots as -7 
and -1. The correct roots of the equation are: 


(a) 6,-1 


-7, 2 

(c) -6,-2 

(d) 7,1 

9. If2’'x8 

1/5 

= 2 then x is equal to 


(rt) ” 

(fc) 

1 

5 


{d)-| 

2" + 2"“ 

10. 

2' 

1 

- is 

H 

equal to: 



rM 

(fl) 2"*^i 

m 

2 ~n +1 

«:) I 

(d) 2'’ 

n. If A = 

11, 

2, 3. 

.91, B =■ (2, 4, 

6, 7, 8) 

13,4,5,8,9, 

101 

then (A - 

B) u C is: 


{«) 11,3,4,5 

,8,t 

>,101 

(i») 11,2,3,4, 

5,6,7,8, 

(f) 12,4,6,7 

,8) 


(d) 11,3,4,5, 

8, 91 


12. A dinnerparty is lobe fixed for a party consisting 
of 100 person.^. In this party 50 do not prefer fish, 60 prefer 
chicken and 10 do not prefer either chicken or fish. The 
number of persons who prefer both fish and chicken is; 

(a) 10 (b) 20 (c) 30 (d) 40 

13. If two angles arc complements of each other, then 
each angle i.s; 

(a) obtuse angle (b) right angle 

(c) acute angle (d) supplementary angle 

14. The ^IX)B as shown in the given figure is equal 
to; 


(c) x = 


‘ (d) x = 


6. El and E 2 are two linear equations in two vari¬ 
ables X and y. (0,1) is a solution of both Ei and Bz, (2, -1) 
is a solution of Ei only and (-2, -1) is a solution of Ez only. 
El and Ez are: 

(<i) X = 0, y a 1 (b) 2x -y = -1,4>. + y = 1 

(c) x + y = l,x-y = -l (d) x + 2y = 2,x+y= 1 



(n) 120” (b) 150° (c) 230*' (d) 240° 

15. The sum of the interior angles of a hexagtm is: 

JUNE'94 COMPETmON MASTER 921 




(a) 360" (b) S40“ (r) 720“ (d) 900“ 

l(v A, U, C aiv Ihix'c jrL'itrury points. The number of 
planes passing-through these points is: 

(a) three (6) two ^c) one (rf) none 

17. The complements of tfie same angle are: 

(a) unequal {b) equal 

(c) sometime equal and .sometime unequal 

(d) differing by <^0" 

18. The value of x flint would make i’CX} a straight 
line is (see figure): 

A 



(a) .W (b) 44‘' (c) 34" (d) 33” 

19. AB, CD are tW'O parallel lines as shown in the 
figure. A transversal XY intersects them at E and F respec¬ 
tively. If ZXEA * 115“, then ZEFD is- 



(a) 11.3“ (h) 75" U ) 6.3’ (d) 35“ 

20. ABC is a triangle in which AB = AC as shown in 
the figure. The base is produced to D and the angle 
ACD = 130“ . The angle A is equal to; 



(fl) corresponding angles are equal 
{b) corresponding sides are equal 

(c) base angles are proportional . ^ . 

(d) conespmding base and base angles are 
prqaortion^ 

23. In a triangle ABC die medians BE and CF intersect 
at G. AGD is a line meeting BC in D such that the length 
of GD = 1.5 cm as shown in the figure. The length of the 
line AD is equal to: 



B D C 

(fl) 2..5cm (|i) 3 cm (c) 4 cm (rf) 4.5 cm 

24. The incentre of a triangle is determined by the: 

(fl) altitudes {b) angle bisectors 

(c) medians (d) perpendicular bisectors of the sides 

25. If ABCD is a parallelogram with two adjacent 
angles A and B equal to each other, then the parallelcgram 
is a; 

(fl) rhombus (b) rectangle 

(c) square (d) none of the above 

26. If the diagonals of a quadrilateral bisect each 
other, ttion the quadrilateral is a: 

(fl) .square (b) rectangle 

(c) parallelogram (d) rhombus 

27. If the diagonals of a quadrilateral bisect one 
another at right angles, then it is a: 

(fl) trapezium (f»; rhombus 

(c) square (d) parallelogram 

28. If the length of a chord of a circle is 16 cm and is 
at a distance 15 cm from the centre of the circle, then the 
radius of the circle (in cm) is; 

(rt) ((') 16 (c) 17 (d) 34 

29. The side of a rhombus, whose d iagcmals are 16 cm 
and 12 cm in length, is: 

(fl) 10 cm (b) 12 cm (c) 9 cm (d) 8 cm 

30. In the given figure 'O' is the centre of the circle. If 
ZOBC = 25“ then ZBAC is equal to; 


(fl) 80“ (b) 60“ (c) 50“ (d) 40“ 

21. ABC is a triangle such that AB «= 10 and AC = 3. 
The side BC is: 

(fl) equalt»>7 (h) greater than 7 

(c) less than 7 (d) none of the above 

22. Two triangles are congruent if their. 
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(fl) 25‘ (b) 30* (c) 65“ (<0 150“ 

31 In th'* Riven \n .“ind Cl") an* tw o ctnnmon 

tangents to the two touching urties it L)C « 4 cm, tiicn AO 
Is equal to 



(fl) 4cm ([’) ficm {() Sim ((/) Pirn 

32 I c*t C be a circle A pt>int T moves such Ih it the 
tangenb from P to C, include an angle of 60 T he lot us of 
Pis 

(fl) ,1 straight line 

(/>) a iiicleconc«*ntn iiitliC 

(r) n I itcle toui hmg (. 

W) a irtle intcrsis tinet i*'no poml-s 

33 \niong the follou mg the tnii statement is 

(n) 2 sin 30''-! 0 (h) 2ios30 i 0 

(i) 2sin3{r+l-0 W) 2CO,30 4 | o 

34 \mong the follou mg the trm sink mi nt 

(I) lo 13 tm 1“ /) *.in 3 tin 1‘ 

(il sin 13 10,4'" (/) c>s43 1 n 

35 riu \alueofcosh0 s 

(>) , fP , ) ’ P 

a 


ANSWrRS AND LXPLAN \T10NS 


1 (S) 


3i^/ + I 
3 


2\ 1 i/_i^2 3i 7 if » 1 
3 < 


IJv taking first lu o \\ e g< I 
15x - 5v + 5 a- 6x 4 3v + 6 
oi ‘)x S\ 1 (i) 

B) taking lirst and last we get 
6x - 2y + 2 a- 3\ + 2\ -t 1 
or 3x - 4> = - 1 («) 

Solving (i) and (ii) wc get 

X- 1 


2 ( 6 ) 

3 (c) 


y«l 


Let the length of the tram be x m 
Distance tiaxelleil in IS seconds _ (\ < ls2)m 
Distance covered in 13 sexonds =• (x + 120) ni 


Spin d - 


1 4 162 

IS 


r t 120 

*>v 


‘)0 111 


4 (») 


(c) 1 et ^ = u and ~ * v 
t y 

mu nv s a 0) and nu + mv * b 

Solving 0) and fii), we get 

am’-bn . bm-an 
u as —,—and V = - 


(M) 


2 2 
m - n 


\ - 


2 2 
m - n 


am - bn' ^ ~ bm an 
k J (0,1) and (2,-1) both are the solutions of Ei 

1 (luation of the line passing through these two 

pis IS gi\ en by y - 1 * 


2 2 
Iff - W 

2 2 
Iff -n 


7 


8 


<) 

10 

11 


r V2-VI, , 

[v-y, = ^-_-(X-X!) 

\-l--x or x + v = l 
1 quation of the line passing through (0, 1) and 
(- 2 . 1 ) 

' 1 ^ * (x - 0) or X - V - - 1 

(i) I et (*. p be the nx>ts of /x^ 4 nx + n - 0 



(if) 1 et the cornxt equation be \“ + a\ i b - 0 0) 

Roots found bv Vidyn are t» and 2 
S3 P-12 
I quatiun is x^ - 8x + 12 - 0 
Since she made a mistake in constant term only 
a --8 

Roots found bv Vandana an* - 7 and -1 
S -Sand P-7 
I quation is x‘ + 8x 4 7 O 
Since she made the mistake in coeff of x b - 7 

Having found a s-8, b = 7 

The reqd equation is x^ - 8x + 7 - 0 
Correct roots are 7 and I 

(rf) 

_ 2"~*(2+1) _ 3 
2"^^-2" 2" (2-1) 2 
(fl) A - B IS the sc't of all elements which belcmg to A 
but do not belong to B 
A B - {X X e A, x « Bl 
A-lU (1,3,3,9) 

(A - B)uC» 11,3,4,5,8,9,10) 
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12. (b) Let F and C denote the sets of members who 
prefer fish and chicken resp. 

n(F)-5n n(C)fe60 n(FoQ =■ 10 _ 

n(F) = n(Q.n F) + n (1 n F) or 50 = n (Cn F) + 10 
or 0 (C n F) - -10 

n(CnF) = n(C)-n(CnF)»60 - 40 = 20 


rv o) 
1> 


Hi v- J 


17. (c) 18. (o 

19. (c) 

20. (fl) lnAABC,AB = AC .•.z:ABC= ZACB 
ZACB = 180“ -130“ = 50“ .-. ZABC = 50“ 


ZA = 80“ 


Sum of three Zs of a A = 180“ 


21. (fc) InAABC,AB=I0 AC = 3 

For any A ABC, AC + BC > AB 

3 + BC>10 .-. BC>7 

22. (fc) 

23. (d) In A ABC, the medians BE and CF intersect at C. 

AGD is a line passing through A and G meeting 
BC in D. .'. AD is also a median 

.-. AG;GD-2:lor AD = 3GD = 3xl.5 = 4.5cm 

24. (b) 

25. (b) In a II gm A BCD, ZA - ZC, ZB = ZD 

[ • ipp. Zs of a ligm are equal] 

But ZA = ZB (given) Z A = ZB - ZC =Z D 


.•. Each angle = 90“ 


Sum of all angles of a 
II gm = 360“ 


.•. ABCD is a rectangle 

26. (c) 

28. (c) 

30. (c) zobc=25“ = zcx:b 

.-. ZBOC = 180“ - 25“ - 25“ = 130“ 


27. (b) 
29. (a) 


ZB(X: = 2ZBAC 1 


••• The angle subtended by an 
arc at the centre of the circle 
is twice the angle sub lendtfd 
on the remaining part of the 
circle] 


130“ = 2 ZBAC .-. ZBAC = 

31. (f) AB = AD + DB DC = 4 cm 
= 4 + 4 AD-DBI ■■ 

= 8cm AD = DC 


32. (0) 

34. (c) 
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The tangents 

drawn from an ex¬ 
ternal pt to a circle 
are equal] 

, 33. (a) 

35. (a) 


DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE 

In 3 months! . By POST! 


Now, you oo longer need be 
tongue-fled fbr want of 
ilueney In EngllshI 


Look, you may be 
wefl-quaHfled; you may be 
good at WRITING eveiythlng 
In English: but con you SPEAK 
English smoothly, readily and 
without hesitations? Are you 
fluent enough to explain 
Ideas, discuss problems, 
describe things, tell stones, 
narrate events, express 
emotions or argue that 
something is the case? 

s^Remembet this: You don't 
become fluent just become 
you can ask one-line questions 
or give one-Hne replies or 
make one-iine statements! 
You become fluent only when 
you can speak at some length. 
For some time at o stretch. 


Our Comse leaches you these 
techniques, tn 5 monthsi By 
POST ! Mind you, you con 
learn our techniques kn yoiK 
spare time In the privacy , 
of your home! 

e Our Course helps you 
break free of hesitations ar^ 
speak English with a 
stream-llke flow! Yes, whether 
you're having a friendly chot 
or a serious conversatlonl 
e Our Course helps you 
gerserate and Juggle with 
EngUsh-speech — SPONTA¬ 
NEOUSLY! Yes, whether you're 
among friends, at o po^. at 
an Interview, at the negotia¬ 
ting table, on the platfbrm or 
anywherel 


conventional methods 
won't work! 

<r^You see, you WONT be able 
to speolit fluent English by using 
the English you wrtle os a 
model! NOR by learning 
ready-made sentences by 
heorti- NOR by translating 
sentences In your mother- 
tongue into EngllshI You CANT 
pick up fluency from audio or 
video cassettes, eltherl 

The only method that 
worksi 

To speak fluent English, you 
need our research-txued 
lechnicfijesi Techniques that 
help you compcxe what you 
want to say and say It AT Tt^ 
SANS TIME! QuIcldyandeasHyl 


methods ©ur learners 


Our learners Include CM SeMce 
oncers. Judkdal Oflicets 
CortvtSsslorwd OHIcets. Dodors. 
Advocalet Engineers, JoumaSsIt 
Btecuhves. Businessmen CMI 
Service canddales and candh 
dales tor oK cateer-eompeUlon s I 

Act NOWI 

sf Don't forget this: Others 
assess you and Judge your 
quality and worth from your 
spoken performance — m 
English. From how tiuemtv you 
speak EngllshI So mJRRY I 

For lOOKLiT .ft 
APPUCAnON FORM, send 

us RS. 5/- by MO or PO - 
TOOAYI 0^ M address m 
CAPITALS, pleciie) 











OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Q. MQ. Rsadi fhe following pas¬ 
sage caiefuUy and answer the ques¬ 
tions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are printed in BOLD 
to help you locate them while 
answei^ some of the questions. 

Morning and afternoon, all the 
young girUs and maidens used to 
gather around the village well with 
their water pots. There they ex¬ 
changed pleasantries, chatted and 
discussed. Lakshmi was the prettiest 
girl at the well. But, she was an or¬ 
phan. 

One day, a well-built man came to 
Lakshmi's house. He brou^t with him 
the richest clothes and jewels as 

g resents for her. "1 am your dead 
ither's brother", he told the astonished 
giri. "You have not seen me before be¬ 
cause 1 have been staying abroad. You 
must come and live with me now." 
Lakshmi believed his sweet words and 
in a short time, locked up her little 
house and set out with the man. 

But a terrible surprise was in 
store for poor l,akshmi when she got 
to her new-found uncie'.s home. The 
man locked her in a room. "1 am not 
your uncle, but a robber. And I am 
going to marry you", he told her. 
Lakshmi howled and wept when she 
heard this. Saying he would be back 
in a day or two after making arrange¬ 
ments for the wedding, the man went 
away. Lakshmi continued sobbing 
for a while and then stopped. "1 must 
think of a plan to escape", she told 
her.se]f. Lahshmi guessed that the 
robber would try to enter her room. 
So she kept near her bed a sharp knife 
which she could find in the room. 

One night the robber did enter 
her room but Lakshmi did not make 
any sound. She just kept a tight hold 
of the knife and pretended to be 
sound asleep. When the- robber was 
near her beo, she stood up suddenly, 
brandishing the knife. The robber 
was taken aback and with a loud cry, 
he ran out. Lakshmi gave chase and 
he climbed up the nearest tall tree. 
Lakshmi then gathered some dry 
twigs and sticks around the foot of 
the tree and set them on fire. On 
seeing the rising flames, the robber 


ave a mightly yell and jumped 
own. But it was such a long way to 
the ground that he broke a couple of 
bones and was unable to move away 
from the place he fell. 

In the meantime, the police was 
informed by someone about the rob¬ 
ber. Very sewn they reached the spot 
and arrested the robber. The people 
who had gathered at the spot were al I 
praise for Lakshmi's courage and 
presence of mind. 

J. Why did Lakshmi go with 
the man? 

(1) She was convinced that the 
mtin was her uncle 

(2) She wanted to accompany 
him and then get him ar¬ 
rested by the police 

(3) She intended to ti’ach him a 
good lesson 

(4) She wanted the man to 
marry her 

(5) She felt it necessary to 
verify his claim by accom¬ 
panying him 

2. Which of the following is 
most nearly the SAME in meaning as 
the phrase, gave chase a.s u.sed in the 
passage? 

(1) escaped (2) continued 

(3) followed (4) prevented 

(5) raced 

3. How was the robbcT injured? 

(1) Lakshmi stabbed him with 
the sharp knife 

(2) He fell down accidentally 
while climbing the tree 

(3) He was beaten by Lakshmi 
and his bones were broken 

(4) He jumped down from the 
tree to save his life 

(5) He got burnt in the rising 
flames 

4. The rt'ason given by the man 
for his inability to meet Lakshmi ear¬ 
lier was that—^ 

(1) he was not knowing where 
she lived 

(2) he was not in friendly 
terms with her father 

(3) he was living in a foreign 
country 

(4) he was not sure whether 
she would recognise him 


(5) he was staying in another 
village, far away from her 
place 

5. "But a terrible surprise was 

in store_uncle's home.*' What is 

the "terrible surprise" that is being 
referred to? 

(1) The man told her that her 
father was dead 

(2) The man refused to marry 
her 

(3) The man took away her or¬ 
naments and locked her in 
a room 

(4) The man told her that he 
was her real uncle 

(5) The man turned out to be a 
robber interested in marry¬ 
ing her 

6. Which of the following is 
most OPPOSITE in meaning of the 
word 'gather' as used in the passage? 

(1) collect (2) reduce 

(3) distribute (4) break 

(5) disperse 

7. Why did the robber run out 
of the room? 

(1) He was stabbed by 
Uikshmi 

(2) He got scared of the rising 
flames 

(3) [.akshmi told him to go out 
as fast as possible 

(4) He was afraid that 
Lakshmi would strike him 
with the knife 

(5) He ran out to catch hold of 
Lakshmi and bring her 
back 

8. Which of the following is 
TRUE in the context of the passage? 

(1) Lakshmi told the robber to 
climb up the tall tree 

(2) At night, the robber 
entered Lakshmi's room 
with a knife 

(3) {.akshmi had no near rela¬ 
tives and she stayed alone 

(4) The robber started running 
after jumping from the tree 

(5) The people who had 
gathered at thi‘spots(?t tire 
to the tree 

9. Where did the rv>l'bk'r ap¬ 
parently go after lo. king up 
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Lakshmi? 

(1) He went to her house to 
loot all the things 

(2) He went out to bring a 
sharp knife 

(3) He went away to bring 
ciothes and jewels for her' 

(4) He went away to make 
preparations for his mar¬ 
riage 

(5) He w«\t out to bring the 
priest for performing ttie 
wedding ceremony 

10. Which of the following state- 
meT>ts is NOT TRUE in the ccmtext of 
the passage? 

(1) The police was summoned 
by Lakshmi herself 

(2) Thcwell-builtmanwasnot 
the real brother of 
Lakshmi's father 

(3) When the robber entered 
Oie room at night Lakshmi 
was awake 

(4) Lakshmi used to go to the 
village well to collect 
water 

(5) Lakshmi's guess regarding 
the robber turned out to 
correct 

Q. 11-15. Read each sentence to 
find out wtiettier titeie is any gram¬ 
matical or idiomatic error in it The 
erroi^ if any, will be in one part of the 
sentence. The number of that part is 
the aiuswer. If ttiere is no error, the 
ansiwr is 'S'. (Ignore die errors of 
punctuation, if any.) 

11. In spite of the difRculties (1) 
on the way, (2) they enjoyed their (3) 
trip to Gangotri (4). No error (5). 

12. Even after requesting (1) him, 
he did not (2) tell us that how (3) he 
solved the problem (4). No error (5). 

13. No sooner did he (1) got up 
from bed (2) than he was sent (3) to 
the dairy (4). No error (5). 

14. We decided not tell to (1) the 
patient about (2) the disease he was 

(3) suffering from (4). No error (5). 

15. We never thought (1) that 
Mahesh is (2) oldest than the other (3) 
players in the team (4). No error (5). 

Q. 16-20. Pick out the most effec¬ 
tive word from the given words to 
fill in the blank to make the sen¬ 
tence meaningfully complete: 

16. The lights_ju.st as wo 

sat down to watch the movie on 
television. 

(1) went off (2) sluitcnit 

(3) put out 


(4) blew down 

(5) gave off 

17. knee the priest did not arrive 

in time, the cenmumy was_late. 

(1) begins (2) begun 

(3) began (4) bejpnning 

(5) begin 

18. Since Vivek stays far away 

from our place, we do not meet each 
other_ 

(1) rarely (2) ritorliy 

(3) timely (4) frequently 

(5) monicntarily 

19. lie succeeded in getting pos¬ 
session_his land after a long 

court case. 

(1) to (2) against 

(3) of (4; with 

(5) for 

20. The villagers have 

not_^over the shock of losing 

everything in the eartoquake. 

(1) got (2) made 

(3) forgotten (4) freed 

(5) felt 

Q. 21-25. in eadi of the following 
questions, six words are ^ven which 
are denot^ by ^ B, C, D, E and E By 
using all the six words, each only 
once, you have to frame a meaningful 
and gnunmalically correct sentence. 
The correct order of the words is your 
answer. Choose from the Eve alterna¬ 
tives die one having the correct order 
of words and mark it as your answer 
on die answersheet. 

21. (A) there (B) while (C) he (D) 
sick (E) fell (F) staying 

(1) CFABED (2) BFACED 

(3) CAEBFD (4) BCFAED 

(5) AFBCED 

22. (A) seen (B) to (C) talking (D) 
he (E) somebody (F) was 

(1) EFADCB (2) DFCBEA 

(3) DAFCBE (4) DFACllE 

(5) EFACBD 

23. (A) the (B) near (C) theatre 
(D) met (E) they (F) him 

(1) EDAFBC (2) BACFED 

(3) FBACED (4, HEACDF 

(5) i:dfbac 

24. (A) on (B) kei*p (C) table (D) 
the (L) things (I’) thow> 

(1) AFCI1UI-; (2j IIULAIC 

(3) IKEA FI-: 0. I’.MAIX: 

i3) i)i:r.Ait. 

23. (A) pl.u ing (li) sludeiUs (C) 
m.mv {!)} stvn llii were (l i IiioIImII 
.(I) CLIID.M' (2. Ki P.\cr 


(3) CBEOAF (4) BAFEDC 
(5) BEADCF 

Q. 2^30. iGeamnge the feifiowiiig 
six sentences Ai BrC,D, EandFkidie 
proper sequence so as to fiwcm a mean¬ 
ingful paragraph; then m»wet the 
questiona given below them: 

(A) Ataxiwassummcmedand 
Venu was taken to Lifeline 


i lospital. 

(B) While hurrying home 
from .scliool, Venu was hit 
by a car. 

(C) SiiKo they did nut succeed, 
they decided to tike him to 
a hospitii. 

(D) When Venu opened his 
eyes, lie found himM'lf sur¬ 
rounded by doctors and 
nurses. 

(I’l S»ime people rushed 
towards him and tried to 
bring him to his senses. 

(F) He was thrown a couple of 
feet away and lost con¬ 
sciousness. 

26. Wliich sentence should come 
SECOND in the paragraph? 

(1) E (2) A (3) D 

(4) C (5) F 

27. Which sentence shouid come 
iOURTH in the paragraph? 

(1) C (2) E (3) F 

(4) B (5) A 

28. Which sentence should come 
Fil^T in the paragraph? 

(1) D (2) 1- (3) B 

(4) E (5) C 

29. Which sentence should come 
I.AST (»>. SIXTH) in the paragraph? 

(1) B (2) C (3) A 

(4) D (5) E 

30. Which sentimee shouid come 
THIRD in the paragraph? 

(1) F (2) B (3) E 

(4) A (5) D 


_ ANSWERS 

1. (1) 2. (3) X (4) 

4. (.^) 5. (5) 6. (5) 

7. (4) 8. (3) 9. (4) 

l»l. (1) 

11. (5; Noermr. 

12. (3) 'tdlushow' 

I >. (2) 'gel up fruni Lted' 

II. (1) 'we dedded not to tell' 
l i. 'older than the other' 


III. 

(1) 

17. 

(2) 

18. 

(4) 

I‘>. 


20. 

(1) 

21. 

(2) 

22. 

(4) 

23. 

(5) 

24. 

(4) 

2.\ 

0) 

2(1. 

(5) 

27. 

(1) 

28. 

(3) 

29. 

(4) 

30. 

(3) 
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TEST OF REASONING-H 


The questions gwen in this Test were set in the L/.C. 
Exuminatitw held <m the 20th March ‘94. 

1. Whidi of the followring words would appear in 
the middle if they are arranged as in a dictionary? 

(a) delude (i>) delirium (c) defer 

id) demean (ej delete 

2. Ntanoj left home for the bus stop 15 minutes ear¬ 
lier than usual. It takes 10 minutes to reach the stop. He 
reached the stop at 8.40 a.m. What time does he usually 
leave home for llie bus stop? 

(a) 8.30 a.m. (fr) 8.5.5 a.m. (c) 8.45 p.m. 

(d) Data jnadtN:)uate 

(e) None of these 

3. In an open ground Maithili starts walking 
towards East and .stops after 35 metres and turns right and 
walks another 15 metres and again turns right and walks 
15 metres and then stops. What is the minimum distance 
she has to walk to reach the starting point? 

(a) 25 metres (h) 20 metres (c) 30 metres 
(d) 35 metR*s (e) None of these 

4. Jagan was to either get one seventh of a milk 
chocolate or one fnurUvnth of a bigger fruit chocolate. 
Which chocolate would give him the larger piece if the 
fruit chocolate is three times as large as the milk choco¬ 
late? 

(a) MilkchiKolatc 
Sfi)) Pruit choailate 

(c) The pieces will be ot the same size 

(d) Information inadequate 

> .(c) None of these 

' 5. , How many 7s are there in the following series 
which arc not immediately followed by 3 but immediately 
preceded by 82 

898762263269732872778737794 
{«) 10 2 (c) 3 

(d) 0 (c) None of these 

6. If in a code language 2 •= T; 4 = S; 8 = U; 9 = D; 
7 5= E; 1 = C and 3 = M then what is the code for "MUTED" 
in that language? 

(a) 38297 >) 83279 (c) 38729 

. (d) 38279 '(c) 38972 

7. In a code language "mu kay cit" means "very 
lucky person" and "dis hu mu" means "fortpnate and 
lucky . Which is the word in that language for 'Hucky"? 

to) mu (b) kay (c) dt 

yfft) dis (e) hu 

8. Which alphabet comes immediately before the 
sixth alphabet from the left extreme of the fcdlowing al¬ 
phabets? 

ABCDEfGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 


(a) G (b) L' (r) E (d) E (f) V 

9. Which of the gi\ <-n lelter st^quence wt>uld replace 
the question mark in the given series? 

BF CH ? no LT 

(a) EM (b) ON (c) FJ id) EL /ie) EK 

10. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 
way and so form a group. Which is the one that dues rw»l 
belong to that group? 

to) tapioca (b) ginger (c) pi»taU> 

'nd) tomato (c) turmeric 

11. Nitin was counting down from 32. Shai>ank w.ts 
counting upwards the numbers starting from 1 an«l Ik- 
was calling out only the odd numbers. What common 
number will they call out at the same time if thc*y were 
calling out at the same speed? 

(a) 21 (b) 22 (c) 19 

....Jid) Thiy will not call out Ihe same numlx'r 

(e) None of these 

12. 'Librarians'are related to'booki^'ijri the same way 

as 'bankers' are to_. 

(d) creditors Jib) money , (c) hanks 

(d) customers (c) government.. , , , 

13. Vikram is taller than Rajan -but shorter thtan 
Aimie. Jamal is taller than Annie. Mta!V£ taller than Vfk- 
ram. Rajan is shorter than Sita. Who is the shortest of «dl 
in the group? 

(fl) Sita Rajan (c) Viiiram 

(d) .Cannot be determiiuid (e) Nor>e of these 

14.. Four of the following Eve are alike in a certain 
way and so form a group. Which is thii biw that does not 
belong to that group? 

(a) ML (1>) TS (c) PC id) PO (c) XW 

15. From the word "LAPAROSCOPY", how many 
independent meaningful English words can be made 
without changing the order of the letters and using each 
letter only once? 

(a) 1 ih) 2 ^c) 3 id) 4 

(c) More than 4 

16. If in the word "DISTURBANCE" the first tetter is 
interchanged with the last letter, the secimd letter is inter¬ 
changed with the tenth tetter and so on, what letter would 
come after the letter "T" in the newly formed word? 

(a) I (f.) U (c) N ^) S (e) T 

17. "Novelist" is related to "poet" in the same way as 

a " milkman " is related to ■ .'* ' <' 

|a) cow (6) ccftbler (c)'daij^ 

(d) children (c) cowshed 

18. Four of the following five are alike in ^ certain 
way and so form a group. Which is the one that does not 
belong to the group? 
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badminton (h) tennis (c) billiards 

' Jiifi) volleyball (<r) table tennis 

, 19. Pointing to someone 1 said "she is my father's 
sisier and she'is an only daughter." How many children 
tlid my paternal grandparents have in all? 

(a) two sons (b) one daughter 
£(c) one son and one daughter’ 
cannot be determined 
(£') None of these 

20. If"+" means "x",means "x" means "+ " 
and means "+" what will be the value of the following 
expression? 

4 + ll-i-5-55 = ? 

(a) 79 (b) -11 (£■) 91 

{(t) -48.5 Js) None of these 

21. If yellow means red, white means green, red 
means orange, blue means white and green means blue 
then what colour is a plant leaf? 

(a) white (f>) green (c) blue 

(d) yellow (r) red 

22. If P = 6, J = 4, L = 8, M = 24 then which of the given 
^lues can replace the question mark (?) in the following? 
? MxJ-hL + J = ? 

(a) 8 (b) 36 (r)52 (d) 0 (<•) 16 

y 2'i. If it is possible to make a meaningful word out of 
the st;cond,/he fourth, the fifth and the eighth letters of the 
word "ILLOGICAL" then which of the following will be 
the 'diird letter of the so formed word? If more than one 
wof d can be formed then give "X" as the answer. If no 
ncaningful word can be formed then give "Z" as the 
inswer. 

(a) O (b) A (c) G -(ff) X (c) Z 

24. Aparna cut a cake into two halves and cuts one 
rialf into smaller pieces of equal size. Each of the small 
pieces is twenty grams in weight. If she has seven pieces 
of the cake in all with her, how heavy was the original 
cake? 

r (it) 140 grams (b) 280 grams U) 240 grams 
(d) 120 grams (r) None of these ' 

25. If Rahul finds that he is 12th from the right in a 
line of boys and 4th from the left, how many boys should 
be added to the line .such that there are 28 boys in the line? 

(It) 12 (fe) 14 (c) 20 

>/) 13 ((’) None of these 

26*30. Read the following information and answer 
the questions given below; 

(j) A B C D E F and G are sitting on a wall and all of 
them are facing East. 

(/';■) C is on the immediate right of D. 

(Hi) B is at an extreme end and has E as his neighbour. 

(itt) G is between E and F. 

(v) D is sitting third from the south end. 

26. Which of the following pairs of people arc sitting 
at the extreme cnd.s? 

(a) AE AB FB 

(d) CD (c) Cannot be determined 

27. Which of the conditions given above is not re¬ 


quired to find out the place in which A is sitting? 

(a) i (b) ii (c) iii 

yifl) All statements are required 
(f) None of these 

28. Immediately between which of the following 
pairs of people is D sitting? 

(a) CE (b) AC ^) CF 

(d) AF (e) Noim> of these 

29. Who is the person who should change places 
with C such that he gets die third place from the north 
end? 

G (b) F (c) E 

(d) Cannot be determined 
(c) None of these 

30. Who is sitting to the right of E? 

(a) F (b) D (c) C 

(it) A yie) None of these 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (b) The order would be defer, delete, delirium, delude, 

demean. 

2. (f) The answer would be 8.45 a.m. 

3. (ii) 




i=;“ + 20- 


4. (b) 5. (b) 0 . (d) 7. (a) 8. (c) 

9. (£’) The gap among letters goes on ijKreasing by one. 

10. (<f) All the others grow at rtxjls. 

11. (d) 12. (b) 

13. (b) The order would be Jamal, Annie, Sita, Vikram and 

Rajan. 

14. (c) The letters are not in reverse order. 

15. (c). The words are LA, PAR and copy., 

If., w) / 

17. (b) just as novelist ancPpxK-'t are different persons related 

to literature, these two belong to working class. 

18. (a) All the others are played with balls. 

19. (d) The number of sons cannot be determined. 

20. (f) The answer would be; 4 x 11 - 5 + 55 = 94. 

21. (It) 

22. (p) The answer would be 24 x4 + 8 + 4 = 16. 

23. (d) The words are GOAL and GAOL 

24. (c) One piece is 120 grams and 6 small pieces 120 grams. 
TS.yifI) 

26 to 30. Imagine you are standing facing the west and the 
persons mentioned are sitting in front of you facing 
the east. They would be sitting in the following order: 
ACDFGEB -♦N 

R L 

76 (d) 27. (d\ 28. (r\ 29. tol .30. (p\ 
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TEST OF REASONING-II 


Q. 1 fo 10. Rnd out the missing numbets; 


1. 73; 76; 81; 88;...; 108 


(a) 93 

(b) 101 

(c) 103 

97 

W 99 


2. 3; 6; 15;...; 123; 366 


(a) 48 

(b) 30 

(c) 39 

-4f)42 

(e) 49 


3. 4; 7; 21^, 72; 75; 225 


(a) 24 

(b) 63 

(c) 42 

(d) 36 

(f) 28 


4. 8;21;16;14/t\7 



(«) 18 

(b) 21 

<c) 24 

(d) 33 

(r) 26 


5. 3; 9; 27; 4; 16:^ 



(«) 24 

(b) 32 

(c) 5 

(d) 48 

(e) 64 


6. 4;1;.I{2;16;3 

- 


(«) 3 

(6) 6 

>) 9 

(d) 10 

(e) 5 


7. 5; 19; 6; 30; 7;... 



(«) 21 

(h) 14 

<c) 37 

(d) 43 

(0 23 


8. 3;...; 7; 42; 6; 24; 4 



(fl) 21 

(b) 10 

(c) 24 

(d) 14 

(e) 19 


9. 15 7 3 



6 2 ? 



4 16 5 



(a) 8 

(h) 9 

(c) 17 

(d) 19 

(f) 11 


10. 11 9 10 



12 13 5 



? 8 15 



(fl) 6 

(b) 9 

(c) 7 

, (d) 14 

(f) 8 



Q. 11 to 13 have a definite pattern of arrangement of 
numbers. Find out the missing ones: 



4 


T 

25 

7 


U 



(a) 4 

id) 2 

12 . 


W 6 

(^) 3 

2 

« 4lli • 


(c) 9 


(fl) 16 (b) 32 

(d) 20 (c) 24 



i 

* 1 


1 

f 

V 


V 



(a) 64 (b) 80 

(d) 92 (c) 82 


ic) 12 


(c) 76 


Find out the missing letters and numbers: 


14. 


KH 

LH 


MC 

NF 

oi 


.. 

7 

RJ 

(a) QG 

(b) QS 

(d) SC 

(e) TC 

15. 

■ Bz 

c? 

Es 


hh 

Li2 

Q]7 


W23 

D4 

7 


(a) Li^ (b) F„ 

id) Li2 (c) Mi3 

Find the odd-man out; 


{<•') SQ 


(c) Ki, 


16. (rt) FDH 

(6) TRV 

(c) PNS 

(d) JHL 

(f) CAE 


17. (a) MLQP 

(b) UTYX 

(c) SRWV 

(d) BAFE 

(c) HGNM 


18. (a) JILH 

(b) CBFA 

(c) NMPL 

(d) XZWV 

(e) SRUQ 


19. (a) EDA 

(b) NMJ 

(c) UTQ 

(d) CEH 

(0 kjg 


20. (a) KJLM 

(b) QPSR 

(c) EDGE 

(d) VUXW 

(c) IHKJ 
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Q. 21 to 23 aie based on the figure given below: 



(c) cabct: 


(c) cabcb 


21. How many squares are there in the figure? 

(a) 6 (h) 9 (c) 8 

(rf) 7 (f) 10 

22. Count tile number of triangles in the figure; 

(a) 12 (b) 15 (f) 17 

(d) Z3 (e) 22 

23. How many straight line.s are needed to draw the 
figure? 

(a) 11 (b) 12 (f) 9 

(d) 10 (e) 14 

Hck-mark the right option for letters missing in the 
series. 

24. ac-bc-bbacb-cab-a-bb 

{a) bbabc (b) ababc (r) babcb 

{d) abacb (c) babbe 

25. b-acbc-cbca*b-ac-cac 

(fl) aceeb {<>) abebe (c) cabct: 

(d) caacb (p) caccb 

26. -baafcxccba-bac-c-aa 

(a) baabc (f>) caacb (c) cabcb 

(d) ababa (c) baacb 

In each of the following questions you have to find 
out ttie two marks, which ought to be interchanged to 
arrive at the right result. 

27. (12 + 6)x (].3-8) + 5 = 18 

(«) + (b) +; X (c) +;+*'" 

(d) X;- (p) +;x 

28. {18-i-3) + (2x3)-9 = 9 

(a) +;x (b) +;+ (c) -; + 

(d) K- (t!) +;x 

29. (3x7)+(18 + 6)-3 = 25 

(a) +;x (i?) -;x (c) +;x 

(d) +; + (e) + 

30. (14-»-7)x{4-2) + 6 = 7 

{a) -;+ (b) x;+ (c) +; + 

(d) -;x (p) x; + 

If letteis from A to M were written alphabetically 
leaving a gap for one letter between each two letters and 
the remaining letters were inserted serially ending the 
series with 'Z' 

31. 'F'would be between: 

(fl) QR (b) ST (c) TU 


(c) +;■ 


(c) -; + 


(r) +;x 


(<^) +;■ 


(d) PQ (c) RS 

32. Which letter would be third to the right of'V'? • 

(e) P (b)D - (c) X 

(d) K * (e)M 

33. Which letterwould be exactly in the middle of 11th 
letter from left and 12th letter from right? 

(a) F (b) R (c) T 

(d) G (c) S 

In each of the following questions, four words are 
related to tiie lead>word in a similar way but one is 
different Find the odd>man out 

s34. NATURAL 


(a) NATUiy?. 

(b) LEARN 

(c) TRIAL 

(d) TURN 

(p) TRAIN 


35. PRACTICF. 

(a) RATE 

(b) PRICE 

(p) TRACE 

(d) RICE 

(p) PACT 


36. SUPERB 

(a) PUB 

(10 BUS 

(c) SOUP 

(d) PURSE 

(p) PURE 


37. BRIGHT 

(a) RIGHT 

(b) BRING 

(p) HURT 

(d) RICH 

(d) THIRD 



Each letter written against a, b, c, d, e and f is a code 
letter for letters used in the word. Find the code letters for 
letters enclosed in box: 


38. B U 

s 

T[L] E 


(a) f 


(b) m 

(r) X 

(d) d 


(f) w 

(f) k 

39. L 

M 

ENT 


(a) X 


((') y 

(c) w 

(d) q 


(P) z 

0 d 

40. P U 

B 

'' ' I?] 


(a) d 


(b) V 

(0 g 

■(d) i 


(p) f 

0 m 

41.[B] R 

1 

G H T 


(a) w 


(b) 1 

(c) f 

(d) o 


(«?) P 

0 V 

42. S T 

A 

[K 1 C H 


(a) z 


(b) k 

(p) o 

(d) w 


(c) g 

0 P 

43.[S]H 

R 

I N E 


(<J) P 


(b) X 

(p) k 

(d) y 


(P) V 

0 0 

44. R A 

N 

|g]e s 


(«) y 


(b) k 

(c) X 

(d) p 


(p) z 

0 1 
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(C) TU 



45. If/RESCUE'is coded as'SDTBVD'then EROSION 
. would be; 

I («) FSPRJMO (b) FQPRJNO 

(c) DSRPHPM (d) FQPRJPM (e) FQPTINO 

la die figure given below, women are represented by 
; a dfde, teasers by a square, lidi persons by a triangle 
: and married persons by a rectangle. Each part of the 
figure is numbered. Answer questions 46 to 49 on the 
I bMisof the study of this figure. 



46. Which number depicts ihosc married women who 
are neither teachers nor rich? 

! (a) 10 (ft) 13 (c) 12 

(d) 11 (e) None of these 

47. Which number represents unmarried wcwon 
teachers who are rich? 

(a) 9 (b) 10 (c) 8 

(d) 11 (e) None of these 

I 48. Number '4' represents; 

(a) Men teachers who are unmarried and rich. 

(i>) Women teachers who are married and rich. 

(r) Married men tc.ichers who are rich as well. 

(d) Married men teachers who an? not well tdf.' 

49. Which number represents unmarried men 
teachers who are not rich? 

i {a) 2 {b) (c) 1 

(d) 5 ((’) None of these 

Six friends, Arun, Brij, Chandar, Dinesh, Narendra 
I and Rajat are sitting around a round table. 

I Chandar is facing Brij. 

! Narendra is to the right of Rajat. 

Dinesh is between Brij and Arun. 

Chandar is not near Naamdra. 

50. Who is facing Rajat? 

(«) Arun (b) Brij (c) Chandar 

(d) Dinesh (e) Narendra 

51. Chandar is between; 

(a) Arun and Rajat (/>) .Arun and Dinesh 

(c) Rajat and Dinesh (if) Brij and Dinesh 

(e) None of these 

52. Ajit and his nephew Surjit started from a point. 
Ajit's two steps are equal to Surjit's three steps. If they both 
started by putting forward their left foot togetlier, after 
how many steps of Ajit would they put their right foot 
together? 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 6 (d) 2 (c) Never 

Q. 53 to 55. In a dark>room, a box contains 10 red, 12 


blue and 14 black pencils. How many pencils should be 
taken out (minimum number) to have at least: 

53. three pencils of any one of the colours? 

(«) 4 (b) 9 (c) 7 

(d) 12 (e) Nwie of these 

54. one of each colour? 

(fl) 3 (b) 7 (c) 23 

(d) 27 (c) None of these 

55. two pencils of any one of the colours? 

(«) 3 (b) 4 (c) 23 

(d) 27 (if) None of these 

A team of four has to be selected from A, B, C, D, E, 
F and G according to following rules: 

A and B should not be together. 

E and P must be logeth<?r. 

D and G must be together. 

B and G should not be together. 

C and E should not be together. 

P should not be with D. 


5b. The team would consist of; 

(.0 BCE|- (b) ACDG (c) AGO 

(d) ACPG (f) None of these 

Q. 57 and 58. The total number of cups, plates, glasses 
and jugs in a kitchen is 84. The number of glasses is half 
of the total number of cups, plates and jugs. The number 
of plates is 3 less than the number of cups. The total 
number of cups and plates is the square of the number of 
jugs. 

57. How man)' glas.scs are there? 

(ii) 36 (b) 27 (c) 24 

(d) 2S (c) None of these 

58. 1 low'many plates are there? 

(n) 23 (b) 32 (c) 19 

(d) 26 (e) None of these 


Q. 59 to 63. Five friends Mukesh, Abhay, Praveen, 
Yogesh and Vinod play foot-ball, volley-ball, cricked 
basket-ball and hockey but not in the same order. Each 
player plays one game only. 

Mukesh and N^nod do not play hockey or foot-ball. 
Praveen and Yogesh do not play cricket or basket-ball. 
Fix>t-ball is not played by Abhay or Praveen. 

Vinod and Abhay do not play cricket. 

Praveen does not play hockey. 

Now match the persons with the games they play: 

59. Mukesh (ii) foot-bail 

60. Abhay (b) yoiley-ball 

61. Praveen (c) cricket 

62. Yogesh (d) basket-ball 

6.3. Vinod (e) hockey 
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1 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 



SYLLOGISMS 


TYPE I Note: Your ansxvers should onh/be in the light of the statements 

given. 

In questions given bekno, a situation has been explained in a 
few statements fjUowed by a conclusion. You have to say whether Statements: 


the coticlusbn: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(f?) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statemente. 

(d) is doubtful as ttie information is inadequate. 
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74. 1. Peacocks have fine feathers. 

2. Peacocks dance beautifully. 

3. Parrots have fine feathers. 

Conclusion: Parrots also perform attractive dance. 

(a) □ {b) a (c) □ (d) a 




















































Statements: 

75. 1. The Bombay'Delhi Janta Express is running 

late. 

2. The Frontier Mail was late by two hours. 

3. The Deihi-Calcutia Superfast arrived late. 
Conclusion: IVains are always late. 

(a) a(b) a(c) a(d) □ 

Statements: 

76. 1. Mr Joshi purchased some cheap articles but has 

constantly to take the items for repairs. 

2. Mr Rawat purchased some expensive items 
and is perfectly satisfied with their perfor¬ 
mance. 

Conclusion: in the long run, it is an economy to buy quality 
goods. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

77. 1. Millions of homeless people .spend their life on 

pavements. 

2. The government proposes to provide home to 
everyone by the turn of the century. 

Conclusion: All the pavements would be converted into 
homes. 

(a) □ (1>) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

78. 1. Many cases of atrocities against women are 

never reported to the police. 

2. A young bride is constantly being harassed by 
her in-laws for not bringing sufficient dowry. 

3. The neighbours know about tills harassment. 
Conclusum: They have reported the case to the police. 

{a) □ (fc) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Stalments: 

79. 1. The Press wanted an interview with an Army 

official who returned after an official visit to a 
neighbouring country'. 

2. He refused the Press politely. 

Conclusion: The official felt that the disclosure was not in 
favour of security of the State. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) ’a (d) □ 

Statements: 

• 80. 1. Mr X has been winning the local chess-cham- 
pioiishtp for ten years. 

2. He is playing this year too. 

3. The players are more or lc.ss the same. 
Conclusion: Mr X would again emerge as victor 

(fl) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

81. 1. TheWorldBanklendsmoney to build war-torn 
areas as well as under-developed areas. 


2. India has a prefect to join all remote places by 
roads. 

Conclusbn: The money for the project will ccane through 
the World Bank. 

(fl) a (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

TYPEII 

In questions giveit below, statements 1 and 2 are followed by 
conclusions I and II Taking the statements to be true, although 
they may appear at variance with commonly accepted facts, li^- 
mark your answers as under: 

(a) only 1 follows. 

(ft) only II follows. 

(c) Bodi I and n follow. 

(d) Either lorn follows. 

(e) Neither I nor 11 follows. 

Statements: 

82. 1. All teachers are doctors. 

Z Sonte doctors are poets. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some teachers are poets. 

11. No teacher is a poet. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

83. 1. Some drinks are red. 

2. Some drinks are sweet. 

CotKlusbns: 

1. Some red drinks are sweet. 

11. Every drink is either red or sweet. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

84. 1. All dogs are cats. 

2. All cats are rabbits. 

Conclusbns: 

1. Some rabbits are dogs. 

II. AH rabbits are dogs. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (f) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

85. 1. Some trees are creepers. 

2. All creepers are blue. 

Conclusbns: 

1. All trees are blue. 

11. Some trees are blue. 

(a) a (ft) □ (c) a (d) a (e) a 

Statanents: 

86. 1. Only those books are red which are not yellow. 

2. AH those books are thick which are not yellow. 
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Conclusbns: 

1. Red books arc thick. 

II. Some yellow books are thick. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ {(I) □ (c) □ 

StcUetnmts: 

87. 1. Some bottles are spoons. 

2. Some spoons arc dishes. 

Conclusions: 

L Some bottles are dishes. 

II. No dish is a bottle. 

(fl) .□ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (c) □ 

Stateimnts: 

88. 1. All Communists believe in social equality. 

2. AH Socialists bcliwe in social equality. 

Conclusions: 

I. All Communists are ScKialists. 

II. All the principlis of Communism and Socialism 
are the same. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ («') □ 

Statements: 

89. 1. Blood is flicker than water but is nut as thick as 

milk is. 

Z Water is thicker than tea. 

Conclusions: 

I. Milk is thicker than tea. 

II. Blood is thicker than tea. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (li) □ (c) □ 

TYPE III 

In quest ions given belcno, a slatemcnt k followed by implica¬ 
tions I and IJ. Imply I and U to the statement and tick-mark ifour 
answers as under: 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Both 1 and II are implicit. 

(d) Either 1 or 11 is implicit. 

((?) Neither I nor 11 is implicit. 

Statement: 

90. It is said about physical exercises that the more 
they hurt the more they heal. 

Implications: 

I. Physical exercises are rather painful and strain- 
in^. 

Jl. Proper physical exerci.-ie can cua' some of the 
ailments. 

(a) □ (h) J (c) J (il) J (.V J 

Statement: 

91. All bif 5 cities have crime-dons. 


Implmtiom: 

I. The police knows nodiing about these dens. 

II. Small places are devoid of criminal activities. 

(a) □ (&) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

92. Students learning foreign languages often commit 
same type of mistakes in sentence patterns. 

Implications: 

1. The sentence patterns of their mother tongue are 
different from the patterns of feneign languages. 

n. These students are not very intelligent. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

93. According to a recent report, mankind has sur- 
pas.sed tlie carrying capacity of our planet 

Implimticms: 

I. 7'hc outer crust of the earth will soon crack and 
collap.se under the weight of human beings. 

II. The natural resources and food supplies avail¬ 
able on the earth will not be able to cope with the 
increasing population. 

(a) □ (/.) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

94. All national and international games and sports 
events have dance performances at the inaugural function. 

Implications: 

I. Dance is a physical activity hence a part and 
parcel of games. 

II. Dance items are a part of cultural heritage of a 
country and provide artistic colours and beauty 
to a function. 

{a) □ {b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

95. it is better to call the Green Revolution an 
Ev^olution', a comment. 

Implications: 

I. The cltanges have been step by step, almc^t like 
an evolution process. 

II. Revolutions are always associated with blood 
and deaths. 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

96. The Pa-ss has always boon a powerful media but 
in recent years its power has been shrinking. 

Implirulions: 

I. Constant restrirtiems on freedom of Press have 
affected its power adversely. 

II. Other more powerful rival news agencies luive 
come info existence. 

(a) J (/>) J (c) Q (d) □ (e) □ 
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Statement: 

97. The re^onsibility of major ports of our country 
vests in the Central Government* 

JmpUationit: 

i. The minor ports are within the executive 
responsibility of the Shite Government con¬ 
cerned. 

U. The members of the staff who take care of major 
ports are Central employees. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (<^) □ 

TYPE IV 

In making decisions about important questions, it is ad- 
visible to be able to distinguish between strong arguments and 
weak arguments so far as they are related to the questions. A iveak 
argument may be of minor importance, may not be directly 
related to the question or may be related to some trivial aspect of 
the qut'stkm. hi questions given below, each question is follow^ 
byarguments I and 11. You liatv to decide which of the arguments 
is strong and which is weak, then lick-mark your answers as 
under: 

(a) Only argument 1 is strong. 

{h) Only II is strtmg. 

(r) Both I and II are strong. 

(d) Either 1 is strong or 11. 

(c) Neither 1 nor II is strong. 

98. Can the Third World really remain non-aligned? 

I. Yes, the big powers an* not much interested in 
them. 

II. No, they all need a big nation as a God Father, 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (r) □ 

99. Will Pak slop her terrorist activities if Ameriain 
aid was totally denied to the country? 

i. Yes, with a staggering economy and lack of 
arms, it will be forced to stop tliese nefarious 
activities. 

If. No, the terrorists have become rather over¬ 
powering and beyond control, hence can't be 
stopped even if the country wants to. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

100. Is new pop-music killing the beautiful Indian 
masic. 

I. Ye.s, it has become very popular with the Indian 
' audience ? 

! 11. No, classical arts have an ever-lasting eternal 

quality while other waves rise high for some¬ 
time and soon subside. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

101. V^il test-tube babies get as much recognition and 
respect frpm the society as others get? 

L Yes, they are just like any other human being. 

n. No, the society would always look at tiiem as 


some sort of 'scientific miracle' and would 
question their parenthood. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

102. Should the unemployed youth be given special 
allowance from the State? 

I. Yes, it is the responsibility of the State to provide 
means of living to all and save these young 
persons from going astray. 

II. No, any allowance without work makes young 
persons inactive or frustrated. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

103. Should communal political parties be harmed in 
India? 

I. Yes, they spread communalism and poison 
people's mind which cau.se$ threat to our 
secularism. 

II. No, they enhance and help in continuing the 
heritage of tlie community concerned. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

104. "Muslim women are not satisfied with their law 
as it dues not grant them equal justice like men." Shoula 
the law be changed or amended? 

I. Yes, law should protect every citizen's human 
rights equally irrespective of sex. 

II. No, law can't please everyone. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

105. Is modern education depriving children of their 
natural childhood activities? 

I. Yes, the heavy bags, home assignments and 
aspirations of parents hardly give any time to 
children to tmjoy their childhood. 

n. NOj howsoev'er busy children may remain, they 
find time for their natural playful activities and 
pranks. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPEV 

In quesliofts given below, Assumption A is fdlmoed by 
Reasons RI and RJl. Apply Reasons to the Assumption arid 
tick-mark N) your answers as under: 

(fl) Only Rl is the reason for A. 

(b) Only RIl is the reason for A. 

(c) Both Rl and Rll are reasons for A. 

(d) Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

(p) Neither Rl nor RII is the reason for A. 

106. A. Most of the biological experiments are carried 
on monkeys. 

RI. Monkeys are simple harmless creatures hence 
do not attack the scientists. 

RII. There is a great similarit}* in the anatomy of 
monke>% and human beings. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) Q 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


107. A. Educated people can expre^ their thoughts 
(norc convincingly in comparison to those who are not 
educated. 

Rl. They have more knowledge, more words and 
more expressions at their command. 

RD. They know the psychology of listeners better 
and know how they can convince them. 

{a) □ (1») □ (c) □ (d) □ {e) □ 

108. A. Religions should never be cause of conflict 
among followers. 

Rl. Religion is a faith and trust between MAN and 
GOD so why should it cause differences among 
followers. 

RII. No religion teaches violence. 

{a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

1^09. A. All parents want to send their children to 
schools that have English medium. 

Rl. English medium schcmis arc cheapier. 

RII. They have better qualified teachers. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

110. A. Since time immemorial, there has been a gap 
between the ridi and the poor. 

Rl. It is God's will that all people will not be born 
equal. 

Rll. Some persons are always lazy so remain poor. 

( 0 ) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

111. A. Forbidden fruit always seems sweet. 

KI. All pleasure giving things are forbidden to us. 

RII. There is a natural human tendency to break the 
restrictions and do what one is not flowed to do. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

112. A. All students have to learn history. 

Rl. We are always curious to know about incidents 
of the past and relive that excitement. 

Rn. We must learn lesson.s from history and not 
commit the mistakes that brought disasters. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (<?) □ 

113. A. More and more girls are going for courses in 
fashion designing. 

Rl. The new fashion consciousness seems to make 
the profession full of prospects. 

lill. The course is very cheap. 

^ (fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

114. A. The extreme exposure and violence in 
modem films is violating Indian ethical norms. 

Rl. The film-makers are following western pattern. 
Rll. The Film Qinsor Board has become too liberal, 
(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 


1. (d) Go on adding 3,5,7,9... to numbers. 

2. (d) Each next number is x3;-3 of the preceding num¬ 

ber. 

3. (fl) 3 is added to a number and then die next one is x3. 

4. (c) There are two series, 8,16,24... and 21,14,7... 

5. (c) The series is 3; 3*; 3®; 4; 4^; 4^.. 

6. (c) Again there are two series, 2*; 3^; 4^... and 1,2,3... 

7. (d) The series is 5; 5^-6; 6; 6^-6; 7; 7*-6... 

8. (fl) Each alternate number is the product of numbers 

on its left and right. 

9. (c) The linewise and colunmwise total is 25. 

10. (c) Here die linewise and columnwise total is 30. 

11 to 13. Example (11). 3^ + 4* = 25; 3 + 4 = 7; 25 - 7 = 18 

11. (p) 12. (b) 13. (e) 

14. (fl) Letters from ] to R are arranged linewise and 

second one columnwise. 

15. (d) The gap among letters goes on increasing by 1. 

16. (r) 17. (p) 18. (b) 19. (d) 

20. (fl) 21. (b) 22. (d) 23. (a) 

24. (p) The series is acbb/cabb/acbb/cabb... 

25. (p) The series is bcac/bcac... 

26. (b) The series is cbaa/bacc/cbaa... 

27. (c) 28. (p) 29. (b) 30. (c) 

31. (p) 32. (d) .33. (d) 

34. (d) In all the others, one letter is an outsider. 

35. (c) The letters borrowed from the main word have 

been used wiHiout any change in their order. 

36. (c) In all the others, aJi the letters are from the main 

word. 'This one has an extra 'P'.' 

37. (fl) As in 34. 

38. to 44. For answering these questions, sort out common 

letters in words and common letters in codes and 
match them. 

38. (d) 39. (p) 40. (c) 41. (f) 

42. if) 43. (c) 44. if) 

45. (b) First, tt^ird, fifth...letters are next ones and the 

remaining preceding ones in the alphabets. 

46. (b) 47. (fl) 48. (c) 49. (a) 

50. (d) 51. (fl) 

52. (p) At every step taken together, it would be Ajit's left 

foot. 

53. (r) 54. (d) 55. (b) 56. (b) 

57. (d) 58. (fl) 59. (c) 60. (p) 

61. (b) 62. (fl) 63. (d) 

64. to 73. For answering these questions, reserve the 
movement and shape of every figure and its relationship 
with other figures as well. An individual figure in die set 
may go round clockwise or anti-clockwise at a regular 
speed or increasing or decreasing its speed; it may move 
along certain points or may slide right and left, up and 
down, diagonally or in a curve. Somediing may be added 
or the size may increase or decrease. The ftgure can remain 
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same or tilt or may turn upside dovm. 

A 65. C 66. G 67. B 

E 69. A 70. C 71. D 

D 73. A 

(c) Conclusicm is based on one aspect only. 

(b) Generalisation on tite basis of a few examples is 
long drawn. 

(a) inie difference is obvious hence the conclusion 
necessarily follows. 

(c) The statements do not point to such conclusion. 

(d) The infbmuition is not sufficient. 

(a) The conclusion is convincing. 

(b) Basing a conclusion on previous records is rather 
an assumption. 

81. (d) Sufficient information is lacking. 

The questions of next type arc best ansmered by draivinfi 
diagrams of each possible situation. Let each circle represent one 
item and place them according to all the possible relationships: 

82. {d) 





86. (a) 



@ 0 © 


87. (./» 





89. (c) Theorderofthicknesswouldbe:MBWT 


90. (c) 

91. (e) 

92. (a) 

93. (b) 

94. {b) 

95. (a) 

96. (a) 

97. (c) 

98. ie) 

99. (d) 

100. (b) 

101. (i») 

102. (c) 

103. (a) 

104. (a) 

105. (c) 

106. (b) 

107. (c) 

108. (a) 

109. (e) 

no. (e) 

111. (b) 

112. (c) 

113. (a) 


114. ib) 
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Facts about Science 


Medical tenns 

Acoustic is a machine developed 
by scientists at the Stanford Research 
Institute, U.S.A. It allows doctors to 
have a look at their patients' bones, 
blood-vessels and tendons. It is many 
times more sensitive than an X-ray 
machine and can usefully supple¬ 
ment it. The machine uses sound 
waves too high for the ear to hear. It 
send.s the waves through the body 
and they are picked up by six 
transducers .set to the right mKjuency. 

Adrenal glands: these glands are 
situated over the kidnev.s and .secrete 
ductless juice. 

Allergy; an abnomiai .sensitivity 
to any substance by which normal 
persons are not aflocted. Cure is pos¬ 
sible when the particular substance 
to which a patient is over-sensitive, is 
discovered. Allergic diseases are also 
often due to fear, anxiety, grief as 
these are related to emotional up.sets. 

Anaemia: bloodlessness, lack of 
red blood corpuscles or a 
haemoglobin-condition marked by 
pallor and debility. 

Anaesthetics: drugs used by sur¬ 
geons to remove pain during an 
operation. Chloroform is a prominent 
anaesthetic. 

Anopheles: A genus of germ-car¬ 
rying mosquitoes. 

Antibiotics: These are drugs or 
medicines (derived from mould.s) 
used for killing micrtMirganisms car¬ 
rying disease in the body 
cnloromycetin, tetracyclin and strep¬ 
tomycin. 

Antibody: a defensive substance 
produced in an oi^anism in msponse 
to the action of a foreign body such as 
the toxin of a para.site. Antibodies are 
important in resistance against dis¬ 
ease, in alleigy and in blood tran.s- 
fusions. 

Antidote: medicine given to 
counteract poison or disease. 

Antiseptic: is a drug which 
destroys germs. 


Aorta: is the chief bUx>d vessel 
carrying pure blood to various or¬ 
gans of the body. 

Aqueous Humour, is a liquid in 
the interior chamber of the eye and it 
mfracls light rays towards the pupil 
of the eye. 

Arsenic: is metal-like element 
whose compounds are poisonous. 
They an? used to kill weeds and ver¬ 
min and to preserve anatomical 
specimens. 

Arthritis: .It is a disease of the 
intlainmation of a joint or joints 1 he 
infection may enter through an injury 
or be carried to the joint in the blood. 

Artificial respiration; is an artifi¬ 
cial method to restore respiration in 
cases of suspended breathing. 

Aspirin: a sedative drug used for 
relieving rheumatic pains, neuralgia. 

Astigmatism: An eye suffering 
from tills defect can only see objects 
clearly in one plain at a time, for ex¬ 
ample, a man suffering from this 
defect may be able to see the vertical 
wires of a wire-gauge clearly, but the 
horizontal will be indistinct at that 
time. 

Autopsy: a post-mortem ex¬ 
amination of the body. 

Bacteria: arc minute living or¬ 
ganisms, appearing under a micro- 
.scope as group of tiny rods, spheres 
or spinals. Some are es.sential to man, 
for making soil fertile or are neces¬ 
sary in bread-baking, cheese-making 
etc; certain bacteria are parasites mui- 
tiplying rapidly in bodies of animals 
or plants and causing human dis¬ 
eases .such as typhoid, cholera, in¬ 
fluenza etc. 

B.C.C.: Bacillus Calmette 

Guerin—is a vaccine against tuber¬ 
culosis. Proper and timely treatment 
with B.C.G. vaccine can control the 
disease. 

Beri-Beri: A vitamin B deficiency 
di.sease marked by muscular at- 
trophy and neuralgic pains. 

Bile: It emulsifies fats, prevents 


food from decomposing and forming 
gas. It helps the digested food to pass 
smoothly along the digestive canal, it 
is ultimately partly absorbed by the 
intestines, gets into the blood and 
helps to keep up the heat of the body. 

Bile fluid: is secreted by the gall 
bladder. It acts as a laxative and 
remove poison from the food. 

Blood Group: Blood was clas¬ 
sified by Dr Costello and later by Dr 
Moss into various group, viz,, .AB, A, 
B. and O according to the visc'osity of 
blood. The underlying idea is to 
transfuse blood t(^ the patients of 
their own group. 

Blood Pressure: is found as a 
symptom in .several different di.s- 
eases. It is of two kinds—high blood- 
pressure and low bkxid-pressuro. 

Blood Traiisfu.sion: the process 
of transfusing the bl(Kni of one per¬ 
son into (he vascular system of 
another person. 

Bronchitis; a disease which at¬ 
tacks the wind pipe and causes an 
acute inflammation. It can be cured 
by taking light and easily digestible 
fciod. Resting helps a lot. 

Calcium: Jt is an essential con¬ 
stituent of bones and teeth. Calcium 
coififKJunda are c'sscntial to life. 

Cancer is a group of more than 
300 diseases which manifest themsel¬ 
ves in the form of malignant tumours 
coasi.sting of cells multiplying law¬ 
lessly. The chief varieties are sanvm 
growing from connective tis.suc and 
carcinoma growing from skin or 
mucous membrane. 

Cataract: an eye disease due to 
opacity in the crystalline lens of the 
eye; a common cause of blindness. 

Chilblains: In cold weather, per¬ 
sons with poor circulation generally 
suffer from chilblains which may 
occur in ftie toes and fingers but may 
also appear on the nose and cars. The 
affected parts get swollen and some¬ 
times ulcerated. Protecting the body 
from cold is said to be the only effec- 
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five prevention. 

Cholera Vaccine: is made from 
heat killed cultures. The protection 
afforded by it, usually lasts for at 
least three months. 

Claustrophobia: is a 'type of 
neurosis. A person suffering from 
claustrophobia has a dread of 
enclosed or crowded places. 

Colour Blindness: an inborn 
condition in which, while ordinary 
vision remains normal, the in¬ 
dividual is unable to distinguish be¬ 
tween particular colours of red and 
green. 

Congenital: existing at or Ivfore 
birth. This disease is transmitted by 
heredity or may be acquired in infan¬ 
cy. 

Contagion: spread ot disease by 
contact with the patient e.g., 
trachoma, ringworm. 

Corpuscle: a minute b< idy or par¬ 
ticle like the rinJ and white cells of the 
bhx^d. 

Cortisone: It is a liormone, or 
potent chemical substance produced 
by tiu' suprarenal glands situated 
above the kidneys. Cxirtisone is one 
of the several hormones prixluced by 
these glands. M is used to cure certain 
mental illnesses, allergy and 
leukemia. 

Deficiency Diseases: are dis¬ 
eases which are caused due to 
deficiencies of vitamins B, C and D, 
such as Bcri Beri, Scurvy, Rickets. 

Diathermy: generation of heal 
within the tissues of the body I’y forc¬ 
ing a special kind of electric current 
through them. 

Diphtheria: It is an infectious 
disease in which a false membrane 
forms on a mucous surface, usually 
in the throat. 

Disinfectant: substance that 
cleans rooms, clothes, etc. of infection 
e.g., phenylc, D.D.T. 

; Distilled Water, water is freed 
from its salts and other impurities by 
boiling in specially made boilers and 
collecting tne steam in separate con¬ 
densers, where it forms water on 
cooling. Water thus obtained is called 
distilled water. 

Duct: a passage or tube for pass¬ 
ing excretions or secretions. 


Dysentery: U is the name for a ■ 
group of disorders causing diarrhoea 
produced by irritatictn of the bowls. 

Elephantiasts: tropical disease in 
which lymph vessels are blocked by 
a parasite, leading to a great swelling 
or the tis.sucs, particularly in the 
lower part of the body. 

Endemic: a disca.se which be¬ 
comes prevalent in a particular area 
on account of its surrounding condi¬ 
tions such as leprosy. Malaria. 

Epidemic: a disease that attacks 
many people in one region at one 
time and $prcad.s quickly from place 
to place. 

Enzymes: These are organic 
catalysts .which bring about a process 
vf slow organic decomposition like 
fermentation of sugars and starches 
to alcohol. Digestion of food is 
brought about by enzymes in 
stomach. 

Fermentation; It is the action of 
chemical ferments and enzymes in 
bringing about chemical changes in 
the materials of living aninuils and 
plants. These enzymes are organic 
compounds contained in plants of a 
simple type Of these plants the 
unicellular organism called yeast is 
very impt)rtant. It multiplies bv 
giving out little bud-like growth.s. It 
contains an enzyme called •^iicnun', 
capable of splitting sugar into alcohol 
and carbon dioxide thus bringing 
about fermentation. It is why yeast is 
added to barley for the manufacture 
of beer, (drapes contain their own 
yeast in the bloom on the skins which 
bring about fermontatiim converting 
!o grape wines. 

Filariasis: is a disea.se caused by 
a tiny parasitic worm injected into the 
body by mosquitoes. The worm 
enters the lymphatic channels and 
causes a blockade which results in 
swelling of the legs and the lower 
parts of the body. 

Germicide: a gcrm-kiiling sub¬ 
stance e.ff., carbolic acid, iodine, etc. 

Gastric juice: is secreted by 
gastric glands situated in the walls of 
the stomach. 

Haemoglobin: U is the red pig¬ 
ment present in the blood of man and 
other vertebrate animals which con¬ 
tains iron and protein. It plays an im¬ 
portant part in taking up oxygen 


from air in the lungs arid carries it to 
various parts of the body where 
oxygen is required. 

Hormones: Dveseare the internal 
secretions of the ductless glands like 
pituitary, pancreas, suprarenal and 
thyroid which are passed directly 
into the blood inside vessels within 
the gland itself. These hormones 
exert a great influence upon health 
and development of the body. 
Pancreas manufacture a hormone 
called Insulin which assists in the as¬ 
similation of sugar, thus preventing a 
disease called dmlwles. Adrenalin, a 
secretion of suprarenal glands con¬ 
trols bliHid pressure and tones the 
nerves. Thyroxine produced by 
thyroid gland controls the growth as 
a whole whereas the .secretion of the 
pituitary glands exerts a powerful in- ! 
fluence on the development of skele- ■ 
tai structures. 

Hydrophobia: ll is a disease 
caused by biting of a rabid dog. It 
gives rise to very severe mental 
symptoms with a great fear of water. 

Hypothermia: It is lo<» of body 
heat. Normal body temperature is 
37'’C. Hypothermia can set in when 
the core body temperature drops 
below 31.7“C' 

Immunity: not liable to danger of 
infection or a di.sea.se. One who is 
rendered immune from a disease by 
injecting disease germs, or their 
poisons. 

Immunotherapy: or harnessing 
the patiente' immunisation defence 
against a disease is the technique 
being lately tried in the treatment of 
di.seases so far considered incurable 
c.^., cancer. 

Infectious disease; caused by 
entrance of some disease germ into 
the body e.j;., cholera, smallpox, 
plague etc. 

Injection: forcing a fluid into a 
vessel or cavity or under the skin. 

Inoculation: either a very weak 
strain of the germ or a solution of 
dead germs is injected and the body 
produces its own immunity against 
them. 

Insulin: a clear oilourless liquid, 
an extract of the active principle of 
the internal secretion of tne pancreas 
of slaughtered animals, usM in the 
treatment of diabetes. 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD NO. 14 



ACROSS 

1. Points of zero displacement in a system of standing 
waves (5). 

4. The ^bwing mass of gas produced during combus- 

7. In data processing, the systematic scheme that 
defines the interactions of the physical entities repre¬ 
senting data (5). 

8. A silvery-white metal that is soft, malleable and duc¬ 
tile (3). 

10. A heavenly body, moving under the attraction of sun 
in an eccentric orbit (5). 

13. The characteristic of a colour that is determined by its 
wavelength (3). 

15. Various oark viscous organic materials (3). 

16. A^rownish-black natural deposit resembling coal 

18. Prefix denoting a thousand million (4). 

19. This gas is formed when oxygen or air is subjected to 
a silent electric discharge. It is also used for purifying 
air and water (5). 

DOWN 

1. A star tfiat ^ects a small part of its material in the 
form of a gas cloud (4). 


2. Abbreviated name of long thread-like molecules 
found in chromosonws (1,1,1). 

3. A chemical compound formed when the hydrogen of 
an acid has been replaced by a metal (4). 

4. The effect caused by the condensation of water 
vapour upon particles of dust (3). 

5. The predecessor of scientific chemistry (7). 

6. The effect produced when sound or ottier radiation is 
reflected on meeting a solid obstacle (4). 

9. Helium, neon, argon, xenon are known as_gases 

(5). 

10. Abbreviation of the heart of any computer that 
processes input information and produces output 
information (1,1,1). 

11. The determination of the age of mineral, fossil or 
wooden objects by measuring their radioactivity (6). 

12. The basic ST unit of amount of substance (4). 

13. A luminous ring sometimes observed surrounding 
the Sun or the Moon (4). 

14. A unit of work or energy in c.g.s. system of units (3). 

17. An electrically charged atom or group of atoms. 

(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 14 will appear in July 
'94 issue) 


Answers to Crossword No. 13 

Across; 1. Marco 5. K-2 6. Abul 7. Roots S.Zcn 9. Iron 11. Iris 15. Indore 16. Amman 18. Opera 21. Tin 
22.C.F.C. 23. Andes. 

Daiun: 1. Marx 2. Rio 3. Oasis 4. Judo 5. Kiev 10. Nadir 12. Ramanuj 13. Leo 14. Baltic 17. Nomad 

19. Etna 20. Acid. ' 
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PEiSOMAlltY DiVElOPMINt 


Guilt: Auto-Toxicalion 


G uilt is a ^te of having done 
wrong. It is also linked with 
what one may consider "sin" or 
"sinfulness". In a purely mundane 
form, it is associate with breaking 
law and hence liable for punishment. 
Freedom from guilt implies in¬ 
nocence. 

Absence of innocence tinges the 
feeling with some shade of wicked¬ 
ness and the person feels burdened 
with an unworthy feeling which 
lowers him in his own estimation. 

Guilt is usually connected with the 
past. Hence, it is useless because the 
past can neither be undone nor brood¬ 
ing about it can erase it. It serves only 
one purpose: it keeps you emotionally 
and mentally immobilized because a 
host of ghostly thoughts haunt you. 
Guilt grooms grief. 

There are two basic ways in 
which guilt gets a hold on your emo¬ 
tional make-up. First, it is a left-over 
of responses learned in childhood. 
Second, it is self-imposed in adult life 
for breaking a code of conduct the 
person professes to follow. 

The second is more troublesome. 
The person is immobilized by his ac¬ 
tions done in recent times. It converts 
him into an auto-toxicity producing 
mechanism. He "kills" himself from 
inside, at worst. At best, he becomes 
emotionally paralysed. He thinks it is 
"good" to feel "bad". 

It is common but useless because 
it is the greatest waster of emotional 
energy. You drain yourself and 
reduce yourself to an empty cone. 

The man who plays a generous 
host to emotional scorpions—guilt, 
pays a heavy price. He has poisonous 
stings inside him. What he does not 
realize is that guilt upcm the con- 
scl«\ce is like rust Ufmn iron, and 
consumes it. 

He subjects himself to the tyran- 
.ny of guilt feelings. As a conse¬ 
quence, he converts himself into a 


guilt machine. He "manufactures" 
guilt, falls in love with it, and 
produces more lest the supply should 
run short. 

Guilt is the very marrow of 
melancholy. A depressed and 
melancholy person is shrunken, half 
a human being. He can't face the 
world with confidence. Failure is writ 
large all over him. 

This is how it happens. You are 
told of some "happening" in the past 
which puts you to shame. Or some¬ 
one with a malicious mind reminds 
you of some unsavoury event. You 
think you are bad because you had 
done evil act. 

Your guilt nuichine swings into 
action. The result? Your past clouds 
your present. You waste your emo¬ 
tional energy over something which 
is dead and should remain buried, 
without spoiling your present. Im¬ 
aginary on real guilt makes a person 
perpetually shrinking and dodging 
from public observation. 

Here are some basic reasons for 
your feeling guilty about things that 
you did or failed to do in the past. 

By absorbing your present feel¬ 
ing guilty about something that has 
already taken place, you don't have 
to use that now moment in any kind 
of effective, self-enhancing way. 

Very simply, like so many self- 
defeating behaviours, guilt is an 
avoidance technique for working on 
yourself in the present. 

Thus you shift responsibility for 
what you are or are not now to what 
you were or were not in the past. 

By shifting responsibility back¬ 
ward you not only avoid the hard work 
of chanmt^ yourself now but die atten¬ 
dant risks tiiat go with change. 

It is easier to immobilize yourself 
with guilt about the past than to take 
the hazardous path of growing in the 
present. 

There is a tendency to believe 


that if you fed guilty enough, you 
will eventually be exonerated for 
having been bad. 

Guilt can be a means of returning 
to the safety of childhood, a secure 
period when others made decisions 
for you and took care of you. 

Rather than taking yourself in 
hand in the present, you rely on the 
values of others from your past. And 
once again the payoff is in being 
protected from having to take charge 
of your own life. 

Guilt is a useful for transferring 
responsibility for your behaviour 
from yourself to others. It is easy to 
get infuriated at how you are b*nng 
manipulated and to shift the focus for 
your guilt off yourself. 

Often you can win the approval 
of others even when those others 
don't approve of your behaviour by 
feeling guilt for that behaviour. 

You may have done something 
out of line, but by feeling guilt you 
are showing that you know the 
proper way to behave, and are 
making an attempt to fit in. 

Guilt is a way to win pity from 
others. No matter that the desire for 
the pity is a clear indication of low 
self-esteem. 

There are situations which 
demand a careful, objective study 
and then formulations for the future. 

Regret, for example. We regret, at 
times, some conduct, some actions 
and then vow not to repeat them. 
This simply means we have learnt to 
distinguish regret from guilt. In other 
words, we have turned r^rets into 
rewards. 

The difference between regret 
and guilt is that the latter prevents 
you from taking action in the present 
While cashing in on your past mis¬ 
takes is healthy and mark of a posi¬ 
tive personality. 

Wallowine in the cesspool ci 
moihidity, guilt and neurosis is ftie 
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sign of a disintegrated personality. 
Guilt is self-generating, it is largely a 
spillover from the past, near or dis- 
t.»n^ It stems from rigid moral, social, 
ethkal standards imposed on one. As 
we ^ow, we break some of these im¬ 
positions. We are scolded, 
reprimanded and even "tonranted" 
for our unbecoming conduct. This 
leaves a scar on our personality. 

Guilt surfaces from time to time, 
making one feel miserable and inade¬ 
quate. It is imposed by the individual 
mostly for an action which society or 
he dis^proves, according to the dic¬ 
tates of the conscience. 

It is auto-toxication. You can 
spend ail your life nursing your guilt 
filings but nothing ever comes out 
of it except depression. It is a futile 
attempt to hug onto the dead past, to 
chase the moribund. 

Ours is essentially a sex sup¬ 
pressed, "puritanical" society of 
which the greatest hall-mark is 
double standards and hypocrisy. 
Anything full of "fun", is at once 
suspect. You are dubbed "immoral". 

The area where guilt flourishes 
best in our society is in the realm of 
sex. We have already seen how 
parents engender guilt in children for 
sexual acts or thoughts. Adults feel 
no less guilt about matters of sex. 
People sneak into porno films so that 
others won't know how bad they've 
been. Some pwople can't admit to en¬ 
joying sex and often feel guilty for 
even thinking about it. 

Sexual fantasies are also effective 
guilt producers. Many feel bad about 
having such thoughts and deny their 
existence even in private. 

'This is only a brief listing of the 
cultural influences that conspire to 
help you choose guilt. Now let's take 
a look at the psychological payoffs 
for feeling guilt. Keep in mind that 
whatever the dividend, it is bound to 
be self-defeating. 

In other words, do not be swayed 
by such thinking. Clean, healthy fun 
which does not injure others, need 
not create a guilt-complex in you. It is 
your right to please yourself 
provided you do not cross the limits 
of decency. Or voilate social and 
moral norms. 

Such a conduct requires dis¬ 


cipline which you have to impart to 
your own self. You can train yourself 
to relish certain pluastues without 
sinking into the pool of guilt feelings. 

A responsible person does some¬ 
thing which neatly fits into the value 
system without breaching the moral 
and social value system. This does 
not result in guilt feelings. 

If, on the other hand, you act in a 
way which is repugnant to your own 
conscience, you are free to eliminate 
such action from your conduct. Be 
straight and act fast. 

iiarish was given to lying and 
consequent remorse. He gave up the 
habit saying, "It is foolish trying to 
hide in a fog". 

Lying comes basically from a 
feeling of cowardice. To give up the 
habit, you need moral courage which 
raises you in your estimation. 

You need not take yourself on a 
kind of neurotic safari through the 
terrain of your own inner being. 

Neurotic trips into the terrain of 
your mind will not help. The more 
you journey into this terrain, the 
more depressed you find yourself. 
You adopt an attitude in which guilt 
nursing becomes Its own reward. 

Feel genuinely .sorry for the 
wrong done and be done with it. If 
you put yourself in a mental prison, 
you become the warden as well as the 
inmate. 

Guilt is a .self-defeating emotion. If 
you w'ant to free yourself from its toxic 
effects, here are some suggestions. 

Forget the past. You never 
change it by brooding. Instead learn 
from your past aberrations. Our wis¬ 
dom comes from our experience but 
our experience comes from our fol¬ 
lies. Hence follies lead to practical 
wisdom. Let this sink in your mind. 

Pin-point w'hat pricks your con¬ 
science. Pushing it under the carpet 
docs not solve your problem. Face it. 

Self-approval is of utmost impor¬ 
tance. Accept yourself, including 
your minus points. Even then you are 
a unique person. 

Adopt your own value systems. 
They are your anchors. Live by them. 
You will find the need to feel guilty 
less and less. Be true to your own self. 


Approval of others should be in¬ 
cidental, not the sid^stance on which 
your life should depend. 

Do not kt vague feelings of guilt 
haunt you unnecessarily. Have a 
clear picture of the actions that result 
in guilt. 

Do not take refuge in: 1 am very 
sentimental. Sentimentalism is emo¬ 
tional sloppiness. Be rational. 

Being to accept certain things 
about younself that you've chosen but 
which others may dislike. Thus, if your 
parents, boss or even spouse, take a 
stand against some of your behaviour, 
you can see that as natural. 

Keep a diary and write down any 
guilty moments, noting precisely 
when, why, and with whom it occurs, 
and what you are avoiding in the 
present wifn this agonizing over the 
past. It will provide insights into 
your particular guilt. 

Assess the real consequences of 
your behaviour. Rather than looking 
for a mystical feeling to determine 
yes's and no's in your life, determine 
whether the results of your actions 
art? pleasing and productive for you. 

Teach those in your life w'ho at¬ 
tempt to manipulate you with guilt 
that you are perfectly capable of han¬ 
dling the disappointments. Once you 
de-fu.se the guilt, the emotional con¬ 
trol over you and the possibility of 
manipulation are reduced. 

List all the phony values and 
resolve to live up to a code of ethics 
that is self-determined, not one that 
has been imposed by others. 

Straighten your spiritual, emo¬ 
tional and mental life. It is like setting 
your own accounts. Guilt lurks in the 
shadows of your own mind. 

LcKtk into a pool of water. You sec 
yourself. This is neurotics way you 
can also see the sky reflected in it. It 
depends on you. Widen your vision. 
Step out of the narrow prison of the , 
self. 

This toxicity fouls your emotion- i 
al stream. It is not a trait of a healthy, | 
positive personality. Examine the 
gamut of your emotions. Identify the 
guilt zones in your personality. 
Spring-clean your mind. A guilty per¬ 
son is his own "hangman". 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. appraise: (a) punish (b) assess (c) reward 
(d) ignore. 

2. buttress: (a) condemn (b) condone (c) support 
(d) condole. 

3. cynosure: (a) focus (b) bottom (c) height 
(d) desire. 

4. deracination: (a) discussion (&) corruption 

(c) bitterness (d) destruction. 

5. euj^enics: (a) improving (human population) 

(b) preventing (pollution) (c) planting (trees) (a) widen¬ 
ing (roads). 

6. foil: (a) improve (b) spoil (c) frustrate 

(d) glorify. 

7. gaffe: (a) laughter (b) blunder (c) appreciation 
(d) virtue. 

8. hunky-dory: (a) poor (h) excellent (c) ugly 
(d) disorderly. 

9. imperious: (a) royal (b) popular (c) proud 
(d) humble. 

10. jolt (N>: (a) success (b) influence (c) shock 
(d) inspiration. 

11. lackey: (a) servant (b) master (c) pioneer 
(d) guide. 

12. nullify: (a) cancel (b) bury (c) burn (d) drown. 

13. officious: (a) indifferent (l») passionate 

(c) romantic (d) bosssy. 

14. paean: (a) procession (victory) (b) song (pfaise) 

(c) depression (economic) (d) trial (murder). 

15. quern: (a) hand-pump (b) tube-well (r) hand- 
mill (d) spinning-wheei. 

16. rescind: (a) cancel (b) injure (r) operate 

(d) perform. 

17. sybaritic: (a) complex (b) simple (c) natural 
(d) luxurious. 

18. tenacious: (a) thin(l>) thick (c) resolute (d) un¬ 
reliable. 

19. uncouth: (a) polite (b) rough (c) cultured 
(d) timely. 

20. whiz-kid: (a) successful (quickly) (b) angry 
(.suddenly) (c) helpful (always) (d) gifted (naturally). 

ANSWERS 

1. appraise: (h) assess, evaluate. 

—^Therc is still no fool-proof mechanism to appraise a 
student's performance in the examination. 

' 2. buttress: (c) support, strengthen. 

; —More subsidies/grants are needed to buttress the 
cottage and hand-lc»om industries in India. 

3. cynosure: (a) focus, centre. 

—In the reception (party), the newly-wed couple was 
the cynosure of cameras as well as the guests. 

4. deracination: (d) destruction, removal, obliteration. 
—The former British Prime Minister proved that 

reformism did not inevitably lead to deracinaticn of estab¬ 
lished values/systems. 


5. eugenics; (a) improving (human population). 

—Chinese new law for birth control is beingdescribed 

by its critics a throwback to the Nazi eugenics adopted by 
Hitler. 

6. foil: (c) frustrate, tiiwart. 

—^Timely action by the security forces Jailed the at¬ 
tempts of subversives to create riots in tiie city. 

7. gaffe; (i») blunder, indiscreet (remaik/act). 

—Under the influence of liquor, he did not realise 
what a he had made. 

8. hunky-doty: (b) excellent. 

—In the very first attempt, the amateur artist gave a 
hunky-dory performance on the stage. 

9. imperious: (c) proud, arrogant, domineering. 

—Kings and despots under monarchy were known 
more for their imperious looks than for their gentle out¬ 
look. 

10. jolt(N): (c) surprise, shock. 

—The news of the accident gave her an unpleasan t jolt 
or quite a jolt. 

11. lackey: («) servant, fool-man. 

—The singer was surrounded by the usual crowd of 
lackeys and hangers-on. 

12. nullify: (a) cancel, counteract. 

—Government has taken a number of steps to nullify 
the mischievous propaganda unleashed by Pakistan on 
Kashmir. 

13. officious: (d) bos-sy, interfering. 

—^To our great annoyance, we were tired of being 
pushed around by t^cious civil servants. 

14. paeM; (b) song (praise). 

—Quite naturally we tend to sing paeans of praise of 
those who become successful in life. 

15. quern: (c) hand-mill (for grinding corn). 

—His poetry has a distinct native flavour of maize 
Acids, bare cots,'hearths, tfuerns and mud-plastered walls. 

16. rescind: (a) cancel, annul. 

—Despite his best efforts/contacts, he failed to get his 
transfer orders rescinded. 

17. sybaritic: (d) luxurious, comfortable. 

—In developing countries golf grounds are viewed as 
symbols of sylmilic splendour detrimental to bio-diversity 
and ethnic pride. 

18. tenacious: (c) resolute, determined. 

— As one people, India is tenacious enough to face the 
challenges created by her immediate neighbour. 

19. uncouth: (b) rough, awkward, ili-mannered. 

—For his uncouth behaviour in the party, my friend 
was asked to leave the scene. 

20. whiz-kid: (a) successful (quickly). 

—^Ihc present-day professionals are a fine example of 
those who are lobiz-ktds in the real sense. 
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AOUTH AFRICA 

> While South Africa has 
been iAle to saygooAye to 
the policy of Apartheid, this 
does not mean that all its 
problems have been solved. 
The fear of a showdoum 
between the Xhosa and the 
ZmIu communiHes as well as 
between the Indians and 
blacks and blacks and whites 
still haunt the infant 
democfocy. 

History is witness to the 
fact that what the stru^le 
for a cause is aver, the selfish 
interests of leaders start 
asserting themselves. There 
can be no guarantee to the 
fact that this will not 
happen in South Africa. 
However, as long as Mr 
Mandela is there to guide 
South Africa, one can expect 
a peaceful march fmvards 
progress and development. 

Saumitra Mohan 

Patnii 

Indeed a new era has 
begun in South Africa! But, 
re-building the new South 
Africa will be even more 
d^cult than rooting out the 
System of Apartheid. TIk 
caituries old wounds and 
animosities have not been 
toiped-out. The situation has 
to be bandied very delicately 
and with lots of 
perseverance. Otherwise we 
might see in Smtth Africa ■ 
what we are seeing today in 
Rwanda, Yemen and 
Yugoslavia. 

S.N. Basu 

ShUhmg 

CASTE, REUQION AND 
POLITICS 

It is high time the people 
realise that for a nation to 
survive in today’s 
competitive ivorld, it must 
be economically well off. 

And, economic prosperity is 
possible only if peace 
prevails. Peace would be 
possible if there are not 


communal feelings. The 
majority comrmtnity should 
respect the feelings of 
minorities and nnnority 
communities should ensure 
that they do nothing outside 
the purview of the Indian 
Con^tution, to get their 
demands fulfilled. Religion 
should be madea stage for 
development and not a gmv 
of development. 

Qamar Javed 

Neto Delhi 

There has been lots of 
talk going on to amend the 
electoral laws and the 
Constitution to separate 
religion from politics. I - 
would Itfce to say that no 
law can solve tins problem. 
Our polity and politicians 
will have to become sincere 
and ensure that they do not 
use religion and caste. The 
electorate, on its part, should 
reject all those who use caste 
and religion for their own 
selfish motives. The political 
parties also have a very big 
role to play. They should 
expell all those leaders who 
use caste and religion in 
politics. Only these actions 
and not laws can prevent use 
of caste and religion in 
politics and save India from 
the horrors of polarisation of 
the society and connnmal 
riots. 

A. Raman 

Coimbatore 

Unless the quality of 
politicians changes, much 
can't be expected. India 
today needs Tllaks, Gandhis, 
Stdthash Chander Boses to 
save her from the dirty 
politics of caste and religion. 
But, since none are to be 
found in today’s polity, the 
yotfth of India has to 
awaken from its slumber and 
launch a frontal attack on 
casteism and religions 
fundamentalism. 

J.N. Mtshra 
Lucknow 


INDIA AND NPT 

AO Indians should 
unitedly support tiie 
gmemmenfs decision, not to 
sign the NPT tiU it is 
appOceide to all the 
countries, developed as well 
as developing. 

India's capacity to 
produce nuclear weapons has 
forced the developed world, 
partiailarly IfSA, to debate 
on the issue of producing 
nuclear tveapons. India can 
effectively use this position 
to force USA and other 
developed nations to strive 
to achieve total elimination 
of nuclear weapons~from 
the face of the earth. 

Biswajit Roy 
Birbkum, West Bengal 
CRIME-POLITICS NEXUS 

The mixture of crime 
with politics had created hell 
in many Latin American 
countries like Nicaragtta, 
Colombia, Peru, etc. India 
should learn a lesson from 
this. 77ie ncar«s betioecn 
crime and politics in India is 
still at a very infant stage. If 
it is not controlled now there 
is HO doubt that India will 
also find itself in similar 
position as that of the Latin 
Americait countries—and 
very soon. 

CR. Ramchandran 

Madras 

PANCHAYATI RAJ 

The recent moves by the 
government togijie teeth to 
the Panehayati Raj system 
arc welcome. It is hoped that 
this would help to make 
democracy stronger and also 
keep in the better 
development at the 
viUagekity level. 

Manish Ahufa 
lamshedpur 

The Panehayati Raj 
system should have been 
implemented in its true spirit 


lot^ time ago. Anyway, 
titdujft late, the steps taken 
by tfw government to give 
ConsHtutUmal backing to 
the Pmchayati Raj system 
are welcome. These xdill go 
a long way to stret^ben our 
democracy at tiu grassroots 
level. 


CM FEATURES 

I feel proud to say that I 
have been a regular reader of 
CM since 1979. My 
suggestion is to start a new 
feature in which the readers 
can get answers to their 
queries. 

Bikash Roy 

farakka 

I am glad to infann you 
that CM has helped me to 
succeed in baoming a Bank 
Officer. Many thanks for 
providing so tmich valuable 
material. 

Kedamath Bauri 

Adoni, Amihra Pradesh 
CM is indeed a complete 
a comprehensive magazine to 
help students prepare for 
competitive exmninations. 
Please publish some material 
of career in Indian Navy. 

Shilpi Sood 
Lvdhmna 

Thank you for your 
History Revision Special 
feature in June ’94 issue. All 
the important historical 
events have indeed been 
covered very precisely. 

Babu Oas 
Dutlapukm, West Bengal 
Thank you for a 
complete background on 
South Africa and Panehayati 
Raj system. CM is the only 
magazine that presents alt 
the relevant material on 
airrent affairs in a very 
compnbensive yet detailed 


Ri^iv Kapoor 

New Delhi 


Appeal to Readera 


We shall be grateful If you send us the question papers of the various 
competitive exams tor which you may have appear^ recentty. 

Postage expenses will be re-imbursed to all those sending us the 
original papers. 
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BMTOMAL 


Point 

Counterpoint 


T hrough Uusitcces^l firing of the ^PrUhvi' 

surface-UhsurfttcemisaikonjuneiariiSaspart 
of user triak prior to its inductkm into the armd 
forces, India has displayed courage as well as teU-tale 
technical capacity. The launch has shorn that the 
country is not prepared to be cotoed down to abandon its 
vital missile programme under any external pressure. Jhe 
series of missile tests are to continue regardlns of tin stiff 
opposition by the US administration and Pdkbtan whidt 
has joined its mentor in this regard and also on several 
other issues. 

It may be recalled that a few days ago the American 
ombassadorHlesignate, Mr Frank Wisner, cautioned the 
Indian authorities that the proposed 'Prithoi' test might 
haoe serious consequences and set off adverse reactions, 
including a spin^in other countries. Pakkbm 
President Farooq Legfiari, in an mkrxmo on June 2, 
echoing the Vfa^gton line, stated that "India's 
cland^ne loeapons programme" would threaten peace 
in the Asian continent, specially in the Central Asian 
republics, and trigger an arms race "on an unprec^ented 
scale". The threats were of course baseless and 
unwarranted. 

India has every justificatum for holding the missile 
and other tests because the provocations by 
Washington and Islamabad both of which, dong vhidt 
some other countries, are squarely guilty starting an 

arms tussle. India has only react^ to the ^gerous 
mooes made by these external sources vhich, in the 
pursuance of their selfish interests, have endangered our 
security and stability. 

The stark redity has dways to be kept in mind so far 
as this country's security is concerned. The USA has 
been crying xooifin respect of 'Pritlwi', tdtkh has done 
India proud and given us a much-needed shield for 
protection, but the Washington leaders calmly bypass the 
fact that their country possesses thousands of missiles, 
leaving others way behind. 

As long AS Indm was militarily wedcard lathed 
mqvessnx missiles, none of the western powers respected 
it or showed it much consideration. Now that Ms 


courdryhasreandedsorneruOd/kaduevetnentsin 
respect iff rrwdern weapons, xohick provide evideHcetff 
some battkfidd stren^h, time powers heme starts 
issuing warnings (ff counter-measures. Dr Abdul Kalam, 
to whom goes fiidl credit as the brmn behind ltdia's 
missile programme, said recently that respect in the 
international arena in today's world has to be earned 
through acquisition ofmUitiiry strength. 

'Agni' and ‘Prithvi' are achieoements iff Indian 
experts who have happily been given due encouragement 
d a crucid time despite the financial crunch in the 
acquisition ofmilttary hardware. The Prime Minister 
(icho also holds the defence portfolio) has displayed 
adequate awareness of the armed /brces' urgent 
requirements and has assured the necessary funds for 
meeting aU contingencies, whatever the odds. So the 
country is getting well set for countering the multi- 
foceted challenges from hostile forces stationed 
dangerously close to its borders. As for the new missile 
'Prithoi's' feat, the small-scale xoeapon is being inducted 
into the Indian army since it has convincingly establislwd 
its utility. 

It K some relief that with its range of 150 to 250 km, 
'Prithoi' does not attract the embargoes imposed by the 
multilaterd missile technology regime (MTCR). To 
describeitas "a weapon of terror", (a some Americans 
have done, is absurd. 'Prithoi' is more accurate than 
'Patriot' and 'Scud' which turned out to be costly foilures 
for the Wesf in the Gulf War. Sirux 'Prithoi' costs much 
less than its western counterparts and is also economical, 
it suits India from many points of view. It ts indigenous 
and does not relyonfo^gn spares and experts. The 
'Pritkvi'-'Agni’ aeries am counter USA's P-16; so 
Benazir Bhutto envisages another counter-weapon in (he 
near future besides the Pakktani Natf series adtkh have 
Amritsar, JuUundur and several other towra vdthin their 
range. It is bound to be more expensive and more 
sophisticated. How long toill thk poka-counterpobU 
game continue and at vAat cost? Thk kahi^Iy 
disconcerting thought for peace4ooern in thk sensitive 
sub-continent. 
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SPECIAL reATURE 


Supreme Court: 
People’s Saviour 


Through several trail-blazing ver¬ 
dicts the Supreiuc Court has benefited 
and ensured relief to amnlless people 
who Itad been hit hard and were con¬ 
tinually suffitring as a result of excesses 
and gross misuse of authoriiif by greedy 
or power-obsessed person. In this process 
of judicial activism the country's highest 
tribunal has not hesitated to adopt a 
broad, enlightened outlook and taken to 
task the guilty officials. The Supretne 
Court has undeniably acted as the 
people's saviour. India's apex tribunal 
Iws even exceeded the range of subjects 
dealt with by the U.S. Supreme Court 
whose authority remains unquestioned. 

ORD Bryce, the famous British 
jurist and author, aptly observed 
that there is no better test of the excel¬ 
lence of a government than the ef¬ 
ficiency of its judicial system. The 
judiciary, especially its highest rung 
(ttie Supreme Court in India and its 
counterpart in the U.S.A.) is a special 
type of judicial tribunal and a de¬ 
pendable guardian of the basic rights 
of mm, women and children. Con¬ 
stituted under Article 124 of the In¬ 
dian Constitution, it protects these 
rights, enumerated in detail in the 
Constitution, against all types of 
encroachments by individuals and 
organisations, notably the State 
which acts through the Government 
and its functionaries at various 
levels, high and low. "If the law be 
dishonestly administered, Bryce 
wrote, the salt loses ks flavour; if it is 
weakly and fitfully enforced, the 
guarantees of order fail.... if the lamp 
of justice goes out in darkness, how 
great is that darkness!" 

A highly deplorable feature of 
post-independence India is the in¬ 
creasing number of injustices being 
done in many spheres—social, 
economic and political. It is the capri¬ 


cious interpretation of law that poses 
a serious danger. Maladministration 
leads to unrest and worse. The conse¬ 
quent frustration, cruelty and denial 
of fair play are indeed disconcerting. 
The Supreme Court redresses some 
of the grave injustices, but it cannot 
intervene in every arena of activity. 
Many injustices remain unredressed; 
what is more, countless perpetrators 
of wrongs go unpunished. Of course' 
the Court has to be completely impar¬ 
tial and independent. 

Social Justice: An assessment of 
the role of the judiciar)' in India as an 
instrument of social and economic 
justice should be preceded by an ex¬ 
amination of the nature of judicial 
functions and their potential for 
ushering in socio-economic justice. 
Apart from resolving disputes, the 
courts today have a much larger role 
to play in a capitalist or socialist, 
western or eastern, developed or 
developing scxriety. 

The courts determine the validity 
of laws, the legitimacy of the exercise 
of executive powers and the balance 
of interests to be maintained amidst 
conflicting factors. 

The notions that the courts only 
interpret the existing laws and that 
they do not create laws are no longer 
accepted. After assessing the various 
aspects of judicial functioning, it is 
not difficult to accept the truth that 
the judiciary can be an important fac¬ 
tor. Right-thinking people and those 
belonging to the legal profession are 
oblig^ to think afresh and act dif¬ 
ferently for ensuring social justice ex¬ 
peditiously and efficiently. 
Combination of judicial awaiwess, 
judicial activism, judicial creativity 
and judicial commitment with 
socialist principles can help the cause 
of socio-economic justice. 


In fact an important aspect of the 
working of the Indian judicial system 
is the sustained effort to promote so¬ 
cial justice. The Preamble to the Con¬ 
stitution recognises it and a .series of 
judgements fully reflected it. Mr 
Krishna Iyer, a former Judge of the 
Supreme Court, said recently that the 
judges who did not think of social 
justice lacked the ri|^t approach. 

Judicial Activism: In recent 
years, public interest litigation has 
broadened the sphere of judicial ac¬ 
tivity. Many happy precedents have 
been set. Anyone can bring a dis¬ 
puted issue, a public grievance or any 
other such matter, direct to the notice 
of the Supreme Court, merely by 
writing a post-card. The wide variety 
of problems tackled by the Supreme 
Court and the High Courts through 
public interest litigation in recent 
times is impressive. Bonded labour, 
displacement of tribals, child adop¬ 
tion and ecological threats are among 
these. This spurt in judicial activism 
has raised die question how far the 
court can lay down guidelines and 
direct the executive to act in a par¬ 
ticular way. There is no doubt that the 
judiciary at times enters fields which 
belong to the executive and the legis¬ 
lature. 

In an interesting and instructive 
case the Supreme Court asserted that 
the tribais had the right to roads for 
communication and denial of that 
right would be denial of the life as 
understood in its richness and full¬ 
ness by the ambit of the Constitution. 
So society had a constitutional 
obligation to provide roads to such 
needy people. 

The Supreme Court has toned 
down the harsh features of the Anti- 
terrorist and Disruptive Activities 
Prevention Act; it has brought Artide 
356 under partial judicial scrutiny; it 
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has ensured the right place for 
secularism in the State policy and 
resected die police's power to arrest 
pe^le indiscriminately. The court 
has brought relief in many other 
cases and earned the confidence and 
goodwill of the people. The courts' 
verdicts in public interest litigation 
touched upon the limits of judicial 
activism in one case. A railway com¬ 
muter asked the Supreme Court to 
appoint a committee to en(|uire into 
train acadents. The court rejcctfxl the 
request, observing that it was not 
prudent to pass orders "where 
availability of resources had a 
material bearing on policy regarding 
priorities and expertise was very 
much in issue". 

In the well-known bonded 
labour case. Justice Pathak observed 
that though the division of powers 
amcmg die three wings of the State is 
not precisely demarcated, there is 

( general acknowledgement of its 
imits and these should be observed. 
The cases broadly laid down how far 
judicial activism can go 


The Supreme Court has stepped 
in several times in recent months to 
prevent fraudulent practices and 
decisions and has thus saved 
thousands of people from injustices 
and hardships. Disregard of merit 
and gross nepotism in appointments 
to various p^ts have reached scan¬ 
dalous proportions in certain States, 
especially Bihar and U.P. On May 12 
diis year the Court set a.*<ide the ap 
pomtment of 96 inspectors in the 
Haiyana Excise and Taxation Depart¬ 
ment, six years after they were ap 
pointed in the posts after a Central 
Bureau of investigation probe or¬ 
dered by the court in 1991 held mem¬ 
bers of the selection board, including 
the then Public Works Dqsartmenl 
Minister, Mr Anand Singh Dangi, 
and a former Minister of the O.P. 
Chautala ministry of irregularities 
and fraud. 


In a significant 20-page judge 
ment, a Division Bench of the court 
directed the State government to 
launch necessary prosecutions 
against all concerned, however high 
or low they mw be in the hierarchy, 
of officialdom. The State government 


would also do well to grant the neces¬ 
sary sanctions without undue delay, 
file judges said. The court also im¬ 
posed a fine of Rs 10,000 on each of 
(he four respondents, including Mr 
Dangi, making it clear that each 
meix^r of the selection board shall 
pay out of his person and the same 
shall not be debited to the account of 
the State. Mr Dangi was chairman of 
the selection board but resigned later 
After the appointment of the new 
chairman on tiie next day a selection 
list for the posts in question was 
finalised. The court, which con¬ 
sidered the CBI report, held that 
having regard to the conclusions of 
grave irregularities including fake 
and ghost interviews, fabrication of 
record, for^ry, action at the behest 
of higher-ups, ministerial inter¬ 
ference and ravouritism, the "irresis¬ 
tible conclusion was that fraud had 
reached its crescendo". 

The court .said the story did not 
end there. Out of the "selection list", 
secret communications had been sent 
to the candidates. Selections were 
made without medical test or 
verification of antecedents. All 
answer-sheets and tabulation sheets 
had been destroyed; the allegations 
of ttip petitioners could not be ascer¬ 
tained. Referring to the CBI report, 
the court said the then State Minister 
had interfered with the appoint¬ 
ments 

Scores of appointments and 
selections for various posts in the 
various States have been quashed by 
the Supreme Court during the past 
few years because of the alleged ii^ 
regularities. Including downright 
corruptiem. If the court had not ap¬ 
plied the requisite correctives, the in¬ 
justices would have remained 
unredressed. 

Snub to Seshan: There have been 
cases of individuals occupying high 
and responsible positions who have 
become arrogant, autocratic, ruthless 
and even obnoxious in their be¬ 
haviour even while seeking to 
promote the national interest and 
trying to eliminate corrupt practices. 
Possession of power and wide 
authority have geme to their heads. 
They urgently need corrective action 


by the higher authoriti^ but some¬ 
how managed to escape deterrent ac- 
ticsi and continiMd to behave in an 
unpleasant ntanner. A notable ex¬ 
ample was Mr T.N. Seshan, (he Chief 
Election Coirunissioner who, in his 
zeal to reform the country's faulty 
electoral system, exceeded the limits 
of dignified behaviour and virtually 
made a nuisance of himself. 

While criticising almost 
everybody, Mr Seshan did not spare 
even the judiciary. That was indeed 
the limit and he was appropriately 
taken to task by the Supreme Court. 
The court chastised him for his efforts 
to usurp all powers of constitutional 
functionariira. As a commentator put 
it, Mr Seshan felt secure in the 
knowledge that he was irremovable 
except by impeachmimt (a compli¬ 
cated process for which the requisite 
majority was lacking in Parliament), 
it was the Supreme Court that ended 
the confrontationist course which the 
CEC had adopted. 

While most people have implicit 
confidence in the judiciary and 
regard the Supreme Court as a true 
and unfailing guardian of their 
rights, there is a section, compi ising 
lawyers and a few others who feel 
that since the judiciary is wholly 
nominated not elected, it is not rep¬ 
resentative as the legislature It is not 
representative of the various sections 
of the people and is hence not ac¬ 
countable to them. The courts, they 
feel, have taken up too much—and 
extensive work—covering fields that 
are, strictly speaking, not (iicirs They 
have usurped some of the 
legislature's powers too. 

We should not, they aigue, leave 
everything to the courts; judges are 
not trained to legislate In a way, judi¬ 
cial activism has been forced on the 
courts because of the motivated and 
etliically (and even legally) unfair ac¬ 
tions. In this process the courts' ovm 
work has sunered (the thousands of 
pending cases at various levels are 
proof of this tact). 

Education Sphere: The Supreme 
Court has also come to die rescue of 
the people whenever they are found 
to be facing difiiculties in the arena of 
education—^for instance, in getting 
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admissions to various professional 
colleges as a result of corrupt and 
other unfair practices, fovouritism by 
the management and otiter adverse 
factors. 

Important Supreme Court ver¬ 
dicts have sometimes compelled the 
Central and State governments to 
issue orders design^ to redress the 
wrongs done and introduce long 
overdue reforms. These have of 
course been welcomed by the people 
in general, except those groups 
which have misu^ their audiority 
and have sought to make money by 
expldting their positions. The latest 
instance in this field is the Central 
Administration's directive regarding 
capitation fee and admissions to col¬ 
leges issued by the Union Human 
Resources Development Ministry on 
May 21,1994. The obnoxious capita¬ 
tion fee has finally been abolished 
with the Centre framing new 
guidelines for admission to private 
professional colleges. A merit-bascxi 
admission policy and a two-tier fee 
structure are the highlights of the 
new guidelines. The guidelines were 
proposed by the HRD ministry in 
pursuance of the Supreme Court's 
judgement on complaints made by 
the affected people on the basis of the 
malpractices followed by manage¬ 
ments of private colleges. 

Landmark Verdicts: Under the 
Constitution, Parliament i.s all- 
powerful and has wide powers to 
pass laws on numerous matters af¬ 
fecting the entire country. It has vir¬ 
tually unlimited powers to amend 
the Constitution. But the Supreme 
Court has efiectively intervened on 
several occasions to ensure due ob¬ 
servance of the spirit and letter of the 
Constitution. 

The notorious, unforgettable 
Emergency of the Seventies showed 
that a popularly elected Parliament 
with a majority-backed powerful 
Prime Minister such as Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, can virtually take over the 
government and as an auttiority on 
legal matters (Mr Setalvad) put it, 
"convert a democracy into an 
autocracy". All that was necessary 
for this purpose was a pliant, 
obedient Parlianvent. Fortuitetely, the 


Supreme Court established itself as 
an independent authority with 
power to strike down ill-ccmceived, 
illegal measures taken by the mis¬ 
guided executive and the legislature 
at toe instance of toe party then In 
power. Decisions taken by Parlia¬ 
ment to restore the then disqualified 
Prime Minister to her former posi Hern 
were deemed illegal. The apex court 
judges displayed exemplary' courage 
and nullified the actions of the 
politicians taken after 1977. 

Several opposition-run States 
were removed from office—an action 
that was ultimately challenged in the 
Supreme Court, which also 
pronounced on the validity of the 
Anti-defection enactment the 
provisions of which had been 
variously interpreted by the Speakers 
and other presiding officers of legis¬ 
lative chambers—L^k Sabha, Rajya 
Sabha and some State Assemblies. 

In a notable judgement delivered 
on March 11, 1994, the Supreme 
Court dealt with, substantive issues 
ccmceming the Constitution and In¬ 
dian democracy. It stated that 
secularism is part of the basic struc¬ 
ture of the Constitution, which can¬ 
not be altered by Parliament, but a 
parliamentary majority can define or 
clarify it at any time. This puts 
secularism on a par with repre¬ 
sentative democracy. Fundamental 
Rights and division of powers be¬ 
tween the executive, the legislature 
and the judiciary. Earlier, in 1973 the 
Court's Constitution Bench gave a 
practical shape to the concept of 
secularism as a basic feature of the 
framework. 

Prosecution of Chief Minister: 
Events early in April this year 
showed that even the Chief Minister 
of a State can be proceeded against 
judicially wh^n he is believed to be 
guilty of a serious offence and that 
the Supreme Court is truly inde¬ 
pendent and makes no distinction of 
States. The latest instance was 
provided by the move for prosecu- 
tiem of the tiyen Sikkim Chief Mini¬ 
ster, Mr Nar Bahadur Blumdari on 
chargm of corruption. The court Iteld 
thaiwithdrawallty tire State Govem- 
matt of toe sanction granted earlier 


for toe putyvose was not valid. The 
court's ruling on the validity of the 
impugned withdrawal of sanctim 
was given in a simiificant judgement 
delivered by a Division Bench on 
March 29 (copies were made avail¬ 
able several days later). 

By toe verdict the court allowed a 
public interest petition filed by a 
former Sikkim Chief Minister, l6izi 
Lhendup Dorji, undn* Article 32 of 
the Constitution. 

■ On May 26, 1984, the CBI 
registered a case against him alleging 
that he, as a public servant, had ac¬ 
quired assets disproportionate to his 
known sources of income under tile 
Prevention of Corruption Act (tius is 
a familiar charge in tois country). The 
CBI registered another case against 
Mr Bhandari and others in August 
1984 under toe same Act and the In¬ 
dian Penal Code. It was alleged toat I 
by corrupt means, acting in league ^ 
with others, tiiey caused pecuniaty . 
advantage to certain private partis 
and corresponding loss to the State 
Government. There was also a diarge : 
of criminal conspiracy in awarding 
huge contracts to private parties. The 
court held that the truth should be 
judicially determined. 

On May 13,1994, two senior judi¬ 
cial officers from U.P. involved in cir¬ 
cumventing the Supreme Court 
order to benefit a litigant were given 
an exceptional dressing dov\m by the 
Chief Justice of India who indicated 
their prosecution following a 
vigilance enquiry into their conduct. 
As a result of their neglect of duty, a 
landowner had been running from 
pillar to post in order to get his house 
vacated. The court made a tell-tale 
(^servation which is applicable to 
many otlwr cases of tius type. 

"I have no doubt", the judge said, 
"that some unmentionable things 
had happened in thiscase."Thecourt 
did not accept toe apologies offered 
by the judicial oncers who had been 
direct^ to fite toeir replies to toe 
charge of d^bedtemte of the apex 
court's order. 

in some cases the Supreme Court 
also entatems conmlaints regarding 
encroadunents on the States' powers 
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by the Central Government in the 
name of an international treaty. A 
really soriou.s challenge to GATT (the 
cxwttroversial General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade signed by over 120 
countries) is the suit filed by the three 
States—Orissa, Tamil Nadu and 
Rajasthan—in the Supreme Court, 
thus raising a Constitutional issue 
permissible under the law. Two of the 
States alleged whitewashing by the 
ruling party at the Centre while 
repeatedly lauding the benefits of 
GATT. This effort was foiled by the 
petitioners who attached extracts 
from press reports which, as one 
party put it, "gave a bitter taste of the 
Dunkel pill". The reports removed 
the sugar coating put by the govern¬ 
ment on tile proposals. 

Privilege Issue: Cases relating 
to breach of privilege wert' also taken 
to the courts; some of them are still 
pending. Tlie range of Issues taken to 
the Supreme Court is indeed wide; 
what is more, this range is getting 
wider and wider as the days pass, 
thanks to the malafide actions by 
politicians and others. 

Some new examples, which in¬ 
terest large sections of the people, are: 
whether foreign-owned newspapers 
can commence publication in India; 
whether Doordarshan has the power 
to bkxrk a private foreign TV com¬ 
pany from transmitting the coverage 
of a sports event watched by large 
crowds of people. Actually, the 
Supreme Court judges have in 
several cases voiced and protected 
the sentiments and wishes of the 
people, thus breaking fresh ground 
and emerging as their cliampion. 
Some of these activities were never 
envisaged by the framers of tiie Con¬ 
stitution of India. But then, as has 
been rightly said, the founding 
fathers of the Republic never im¬ 
agined that the Ministers at the 
Centre and in the States, not to men¬ 
tion the lawmarkers (whose number 
runs into hundreds) would misuse 
their powers, betray the trust put in 
them and make a terrible me.ss of 
things. The apex Criurt would have 
much less work to do if the Executive 
and the legislature do their duty 
faithfully. Asides, it has necessarily 


to march with the times and not 
remain chain bound. 

Human Rights: Another 
eminently useful, and often vital, 
function jierformed by the Supreme 
Court is ^at of preventing violation 
of laws and basic human rights. 
Originally the higher courts in 
England and the U.S.A. did not have 
such functions, but gradually the 
courts felt that it was not necessary 
for private parties to wait until their 
rights are actually violated before 
they could appeal to the appropriate 
court for protectiem. if such persons 
had sufficient grounds to believe that 
attempts would be, or were likely to 
be, made to violate their rights, they 
could approach the courts which 
could thereupon issue orders 
prohibiting such attempts or at least 
restrain their commission until the 
rights of the parties were determined. 
That is very much like forestalling the 
"mischief". If the authority to which 
such orders arc issued disobeys 
them, the courts have the power to 
punish such defaulters, high or low, 
for contempt. Such cases of punish¬ 
ment for contempt have not been un¬ 
common. In fact legislation defining 
the powers of the courts to issue in¬ 
junctions and award punishment for 
contempt has been enacted in many 
countries. In India cases of contempt 
occur every now and then; the pos¬ 
sibility of getting punished by the 
Supreme Court for committing con¬ 
tempt is one of the guarantees that 
the judicial verdicts will be imple¬ 
mented by the officials and ()thers 
concerned. Had this not been so, the 
probability would be that the court 
decisions would remain on record 
and the aggrieved persons would 
continue to suffer. 

S.C. and Constitution: The 
Supreme Court is also the guardian 
of the Constitution, which is 
regarded as supreme and defines the 
jurisdiction of the various branches 
of government. Neither the Central 
Government nor the States—the con¬ 
stituent units of the federation—can 
pass legislation Which is contrary to 
the prescriptions of the Constitution. 
So an agency is necessary for decid¬ 
ing whether a legislature has trans¬ 


gressed the provisions of tiie Con¬ 
stitution. Many such cases occur in a 
large country such as India. 

The Constitution empowers ^e 
Supreme Court to interpret ti\e Con¬ 
stitution and decide all cases of dis¬ 
pute and differences between the 
Government of India and one or 
more of the States on one side and 
any State or States on the other, or 
between two or more States. The US 
Supreme Court has also acquired 
su^ vast powers and now is B\e final 
arbiter in such disputes. 

Then there is the allied question 
of civil liberties. With the estab¬ 
lishment and expansion of the Wel¬ 
fare State the role of the Supreme 
Court—^in fact of the judiciary as a 
whole—has become larger and more 
arduous. Now human rights have to 
be defined in the context of public 
purpose, social utility and personal 
and siKial development A law may 
be ill-concoivod, become out of date 
and a flagrant violation of the spirit of 
the Constitution. The Suprerru? Court 
has upheld and accepted several peti¬ 
tions on this ground. 

A former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, Mr Justice 
Gajendragadkar, while delivering the 
Fero/e Gandhi Memorial lecture in 
New Delhi some time ago, observed: 
"If the judicature is the custodian of 
the fundamental rights of the 
citizens, it is ai.«> the interpreter of the 
socio-economic phiIosi>phy underly¬ 
ing the welfare laws." 

After all, the Constitution is a 
living document meant to guarantee 
and promote the welfare of human 
bein^. 11 must not be interpreted in a 
static manner or in a strictly diction¬ 
ary sense—^if the Constitution is to 
endure long, which indeed it must. It 
is clear that in the interpretation of 
laws and the Constitution the 
Supreme Court should have and ex¬ 
ercise unfettered discretion. Happily, 
while deciding cases and interpreting 
the laws and the Constitution, the 
present Supreme Court judges have 
acted in a liberal, and generous spirit, 
keeping the people's cause and inter¬ 
ests uppermost in mind. 
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Rao-Ciinton Summit: 
Policies Unchanged 


No change toas expected as a result 
of the Rao-Clinton summit in 
Washington, and none materialised. 
Proof of this assessment came on May 25 
when the US administration urged India 
not to deploy the “Prithoi' missile and to 
consider what arc described by the 
Americans as its "dangerous 
consequences". Mr Clinton's new 
diplomat, Mr Wisner, has gone to the 
extent of sounding a joaming that the 
intended progress with the medium- 
range missile would lead to similar 
developments in other parts of the loorld. 



POR nearly an hour 
on May 19 India's 
Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao and 
U.S. President Bill 
Clinton formally 
conferred in 

Washington, 
reviewed Indo-U.S. relations, 
reiterating their known positions 
without making any change in 
policies and postures. No pressures, 
subtle or overt, were exerted during 
Mr Rao's six-day .sojourn to the U.S. 
which passed off without a hitch. 
None of the currently controversial 
issues were raised. 


The basic problems affecting the 
Asian region remain unresolved. 
There was no surrender to, or com¬ 
pliance witii, LI.S. wishes on the vital 
nuclear issue, for instance, as was 
feared by certain sections of the 
people in this country. Tn fact, Mr 
Narasimha Rao had silenced the 
many vocal critics by making it clear 
that he would not make any change 
in India's policies on nuclear and 
other questions. 


The meeting was held in a cordial 
atmosphere and helped to promote 
goodwill and understanding, par¬ 
ticularly in the economic arena. In 
fact, the summit transacted more 


economic business and virtually 
skirted political hurdles. 

The U.S. has recognised what has 
been evident for quite some time: 
India is one of the world's top emerg¬ 
ing markets for goods. India is ex¬ 
pected to gain substantially through 
laiger American investment in in¬ 
dustry and business. Mr Narasimha 
Rao rejected President Clinton's 
statement at the joint press con¬ 
ference on May 19 that Pakistan has 
reduced its support to terrorists in 
Kashmir. Mr Rao remarked dryly: 
"India knows better what is hap¬ 
pening next door than the United 
States." 

Mr Rao said his discussions with 
Mr Clinton were "extremely cordial 
and fruitful". "As mature 
democracies, we might differ on this 
or that issue but such differences are 
subsumed in the overall under¬ 
standing that characterises our 
relationship." Mr Rao said he was 
"fully satisfied" with the. visit and 
expres.sed confidence that the two 
countries are positioned for even 
greater mutually beneficial interac¬ 
tion in the years to come. One of the 
spectacular results of the visit was the 
U.S. acceptance, for the first lime, of 
the Indian point of view that non¬ 
proliferation must eventually lead to 
the elimination of weapons of mass 
destruction. Hitherto the US has 
placed the permanent members of 
the Security Council, who are also the 
acknowledged nuclear powers, on a 
separate pedestal to whom elimina- 
tiem of weapons did not apply. Ear¬ 
lier, non-proliferation for the US 
meant only that ncme outside the per¬ 
manent five members of the Security 
Council should possess weapons of 
mass destruction and their means of 
delivery. 

The US is still thinking of 


regional non-proliferation as a step 
towards the eventual goal. However, 
the joint communique reduces the 
acerbities between the two countries 
on the issue. The communique 
praised India's courageous economic 
reforms and noted die enthusiastic 
response of the business com- j 
munities in both countries. 

The two leaders agreed to 
cooperate in search for solutions to 
global challenges posed by interna¬ 
tional terrorism and narcotics traf¬ 
ficking. They also agreed on the need 
for bilateral negotiations between 
India and Pakistan to resolve out- 
.standing issues. 

Call for New Partnership 

H CALLINC for a new 
partnership be¬ 
tween the two 
countries, the two 
leaders decided to 
expand the pace 
and scope of high- 
level exchanges on 
the full range of political, commer¬ 
cial, scientific, technological and so 
cial issues. 

The U.S. and India have begun 
negotiations on a new extradition 
treaty and an agreement on renew¬ 
able energy sources, which they hope 
to complete in the near future. They 
are also exploring a treaty on protect¬ 
ing bilateral investment. 

The main points of the joint state¬ 
ment issued after the Rao-Clinton 
summit are: 1. The two leaders called 
for a new partnership between India 
and the tJ.S. 2. They agreed that 
democracy, respect for human rights, 
and economic liberalisation provide 
the best foundation for global 
stability and prosperity in the post- 
Cold War era. They promised to 
cooperate in die search for solutions 
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to global challenges posed by 
weapons of mass destruction. 3. The 
President and the Prime Minister 
agreed to expand the pace and scope 
of high-level exchanges on dte full 
range of political, economic, com¬ 
mercial, scientific, technological and 
social issuM. 4. Both leaders no6ed 
with satisfaction their cooperation in 
support of UN peace-keepi^ opera¬ 
tions, in particular in countries where 
forces of boft countries have served. 
The leaders agreed to seek ways to 
expand dieir cooperation at the UN. 
They welcomed die progress in the 
West Asia peace process and hailed 
the recent elections in South Africa. 
5. The two leaders agreed on the 
need for bilateral negotiations be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan to resolve 
outstanding issues, including)ammu 
and Kashmir, as envisaged in the 
Shimla agreement. 6. Mr Clinton 
and Mr Rao offered their strong sup¬ 
port for efforts towards the non¬ 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and their means of 
delivery and towards their progres¬ 
sive reduction, with the goal of 
elimination of such weapons, which 
are among the most pressing challen¬ 
ges to the security of States in the 
post-Cold War era. They discussed 
these challenges in both the global 
and regional contexts. 7. They 
pledged that their two governments 
would intensify their efforts to 
achieve a comprehensive test ban 
treaty and a verifiable ban on the 
production of fis.site materials for 
nuclear weapons. 8. The two leaders 
welcomed the successful conclusion 
of the Uruguay round and pledged 
their governments would work to 
help the new World Trade Organisa¬ 
tions (WTO) continue the process of 
expanding trade. 

India and the U.S. signed six 
Memorandums of Understanding 
(MoU), relating to cooperation on a 
variety of issues including trade and 
commerce, technology transfer, and 
defence. 

The two countries decided to 
revive die Indo-US Joint Commission 
of 1974, beginning with the revival of 
the sub-commission on trade and 
economy, establish regular forei^ 
office consultations at various levels, 


review and update the MoU on tech¬ 
nology, 1984 enhance and broaden 
cooperation at civil and services 
levels in defence, examine the pos¬ 
sibility of setting up an Eminent Per¬ 
sons Group, ana encourage the 
setting up of an Indo-US Business 
Partnership Initiative. The agreement 
to establish regular Foreign Office 
consultations at various levels is on 
the pattern of the working relation¬ 
ship that India has already estab¬ 
lished with Japan, Germany, U.K. 
and France, among other countries. 
India has accepted, in principle, the 
U.S. suggestion for.a military-to- 
military cooperation to build mutual 
confidence, according to ofBciai U.S. 
sources. The cooperation in defence 
will be in the form of holding joint 
seminars, workshops, training 
facilities, observing military exercises 
and exchanging visits. 


The US defence secretary made 
the suggestion during his meeting 
with the Indian Prime Minister on 
May 18 and the latter said that a time¬ 
table should be prepared to discass 
its details. 

However, it i.s not clear what type 
of military cooperation the two 
countries had in mind. There is al¬ 
ready in existence the "Kicklelghter 
proposals" for cooperative work in 
selected areas. The main objective of 
the proposal is to buttress the evolv¬ 
ing defence relationship'through 
high-level visits and joint policy 
reviews. In 1992, the US and Indian 
units had joint exorcises designated 
as "Malabar-1992" in the Indian 
Ocean. 

Apparently the new proposal is 
intended to enhance the cooperative 
work in selected areas. 


Outlawing of N.-arms 

ON May 18, Mr 
Narasimha Rao 
called for a "nuclear 
no-first-u.se" agree¬ 
ment to outlaw 
nuclear weapons 
and .simultaneous 
launching of multi¬ 
lateral negotiations for nuclear disar- 
mam«it. "I firmly believe the answer 
to ridding the world of weapons of 
mass destruction lies in creating a 



world order based on universal prin¬ 
ciples of equity and non-discrimina¬ 
tion as a means of enhancing 
security", he told the joint session of 
ttie US Congress. 

The answer ttie nations ultimate¬ 
ly choose to this issue would shape 
the destiny of world in tite com¬ 
ing century. "Progress has been made 
in establishii^ an international con¬ 
sensus for banniitg nuclear weapons 
testing and halting the production of 
fissile materi^s for nudear weap<m 
purposes." 

Pointing out that India and the 
US have worked closely together in 
helping to forge this international 
consensus, the Prime Minister said, 
"to consolidate these gains, further 
meaningful steps should be taken 
towards denuclearisation which the 
international situation now allows". 

The task that confronts 
democratic governments today is to , 
maintain protection of human rights 
in the face of the most dangerous 
threat to the violation of human 
rights, namely, the bullets of ter¬ 
rorists. Mr Rao reaffirmed India's 
commitment to protection of its 
citizens from terrorism and said no 
government worth its name can shirk 
this responsibility. "We are taking 
scrupulous care to protect tiie righte 
of individuals under due process of 
law and prmish human rights viola¬ 
tions w'henever they occur. In this dif¬ 
ficult and delicate task, we are doing 
all that is humanly possible", he told 
the US lawmakers. 

Stating that Indo-US relations are 
on the threshold of a "bold new era", 
the Prime Minister said "We have 
seen unprecedented cooperation in a 
number of areas. Most recently, In¬ 
dian forces patrolled alongside the 
US and the UN forces in Somalia." 

As for the economic reforms I 
India recently undertook, Mr Rao 
.said their momentum would carry 
India into the next century as the 
largest free market in the world. 
These have had a profound effect on 
Indo-American relations. American 
firms have been in the forefront of 
forging a new ecorwmic relationship. 
India's vast domestic market, huge, 
educated, skilled and .semi-skilled 
workforce and time-tested 


JULY'94 Ca^PETITKM* MASTER VST 



democratic and financial institutions 
offer tremendous investment oppor- 
ttix^itles for forward thinking com¬ 
panies. As a result, India is becoming 
globally competitive "and the stand¬ 
ard of living of our citizens is 
gradually on the rise". Stressing the’ 
importance of greater trade between 
the nations, the Prime Minister said 
the most impressive aspect of India's 
ambitious economic reform 
programme is the smoothness with 
which the transition from a closed, 
protected economy to an open, ex¬ 
port' oriented economy nas oc¬ 
curred. 

The needs of die day were those 
of new technology and new 
methodology. "Industrialisation is 
one of the most important needs 
today", he said, adding that this 
would te brought about with the on¬ 
going reforms. While the reforms 
would not be brought to a grind¬ 
ing halt, the pace would be deter¬ 
mined according to the situation 
at hand. 

Stress on Economic Hes 


m 


U.S. businessmen as 
well as in¬ 
dustrialists showed 
keen interest in in¬ 
vestments in India 
where there were 
now opportunities 
galore. India has in 
fact become a favourite of American 
investors, thus marking a welcome 
shift in attitudes, policies and percep¬ 
tions. The questions frequently raised 
are not of stability but of specific 
projects. There is an increasing ap¬ 
preciation of India's vast potential 
market. Apoin ter in this direction is the 
formation of the India Interest Group 
which currently includes leading 
American companies. 


Some U.S. capitalists feel that 
India is more reliable than China. A 
high-powered 21-membcr Indian 
business delegation accompanying 
the Prime Minister has urged the 
Clinton Administration to liberalise 
the US export regime to facilitate the 
transfer of high technology to India 
required for its rapid economic 
growth. It also asked for withdraw¬ 
ing restrictions on imports from 


India, particularly on textiles, to give 
a boost to India's exports. 

Indian newspapers, especially 
those which are pro-Establishment 
and seek to win the goodwill of ttie 
Congress Party, have given consider¬ 
able, at times disproportionate, 
publicity to Mr Narasimha Rao's U.S. 
tour. Oddly enough, major U.S. 
newspapers blacked out reports 
about Rao's visit. 

The Background 

THE Indo-U.S. 
negotiations have 
been in progress 
since 1992. The third 
round of the 
bilateral dialogue 
took place in Sep¬ 
tember, 1993. 
During that round India told the US 
that it would be willing to participate 
in the talks providing there was prior 
agreement on the "geographic- 
participation" i.c. the countries that 
could sit together. 

There is also the wider issue of 
global non-proliferation and how 
India and the US could align themsel¬ 
ves closer to each other'.s position. 
These measures include the 
prciposed treaty to cut off the produc¬ 
tion of fissile material. 

As the Chief of the Air Staff, Air 
Chief Marshal S.K. Kaul, said in 
March this year, if Paki.stan acquired 
four squadrons of F-168, it would cer¬ 
tainly affect the balance of power. 
India would have to re-position its 
strategic alliances and review its 
defence requirements. The recent 
happenings cannot bo ignored in 
view of the increasing political com¬ 
plexities across the globe. 

Describing the F-16s as frontline 
high-technology fighters, the Air 
Chief did not rule out the possibility 
of the US administration finding 
ways to bypa.ss the Pressler Amend¬ 
ment to supply Pakistan with these 
aircraft. Mr Narasimha Rao, who is 
also the Defence Minister, in an ad¬ 
dress to Air Force Commanders, 
stated that India would feel com¬ 
pelled to take measures to redress the 
military imbalance in South Asia result¬ 
ing from the supply of F-16 aircraft and 
omer military equipment to Islamabad, 



regardless of the larger issues put for* 
wr^ by the Qinton administration 
as justification for its action. 

During the past 30 years or so, 
arms salesmen mom the U.S. have 
come several times to South Asia and 
have found a willing customer in 
Pakistan (except when President Zia 
refused an offer from President 
Carter calling it "peanuts"). Yet 
another salesman has come when tfw 
U.S. arms industry is in the grip of a 
recession and is adjusting to the im¬ 
peratives of the post-Cold War 
market. Mr Strobe Talbott has shown 
an ingenious marketing strategy. For 
ever}' F-16 the U-S. sells to Pakistan, he 
reassured India, it can sell one to India 
as well. In 1%1 the U.S. assumed ibat if 
it sold F-104s to Pakistan, India would 
buy MlCs from USSR. Today it offers 
F- 16s to both sides. 

It is interesting to note the chang¬ 
ing strategic interests of the U.S. in 
the post-Cold War world. It is a 
manifestation of the crisis gripping 
the American armaments industry, 
particularly that of aerospace. The 
global amis industry has been forced 
to cut production and employment, 
accumulate inventories and accept 
rationalisation, acquisitions and 
mergers. As the world's biggest arms 
suppliers, the L'.S. companies have 
naturally been affected by declining 
domestic and global demand. 

The pride of place in U.S. arms 
e\}.X)rts is occupied by fighter aiixraft. 
Se\'pn of the 10 largest arms producing 
companies in the world are aircraft 
manufactures, mostly U.S. companies. 
The U.S. Government heavily sub¬ 
sidises its tactical aircraft indushy, like 
much of its defence production in¬ 
dustry. Naturally, American officials 
have come to South Asia again in 
search of the arms market. 

U.S. Policy Aims 

IN the midst of the 
Narasimha Rao's 
Washington visit, it 
would be wrong to 
ignore or bypass the 
real U.S. aims of 
talks with India. The 
U.S. is trying in sub¬ 
tle ways to manipulate events be¬ 
cause it wants India to be a part of the 
American sphere of influence and to 
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keep its involvement as a growing 
power in the regional and world ai- 
wrs at a minimum. It would be a 
difficult exercise to outmanoeuvre 
the Americans on issues like Kash* 
mir, NPT and MTCR which are a part 
of ^ U.S. policy. 

India could, if it so wanted, 
demand substantial U.S. aid, gain ac¬ 
cess to sensitive high technology, 
secure lucrative satellite launching 
contracts on priority, and perhaps 
more. In pushing for this objective, 
the Clinton administration, like its 
predecessors, gives the impression 
that this is being done largely out of 
concern for the South Asian pei^ie. 
The odier part of their concern relates 
to the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, in short, the spread of bal¬ 
listic missiles and nuclear bombs. 

Again and again, the words of 
the CIA's high prie.sl, Mr James Wool- 
sey, are repeated by scholars and U.S. 
administration officials: that South 
A.sia, by virtue of the India-Pakistan 
animosity, i.s on the brink of a nuclear 
exchange. This view has been 
popularised by the CIA itself. 

Washington .suggests that it is 
seeking to convert New Delhi into 
one of its close allies. The U.S. would, 
more or less, conveniently torget 
human rights and Kashmir and un¬ 
veil a new era in Indo-US n>latk)ns if 
only India agreed on the issue of 
nuclear weapons programme. 
Washington also has an answer to 
India's security concerns about the 
communist giant to the north-east. As 
in the case of South Korea or even 
japan, the US could provide a security 
umbrella to India against its for¬ 
midable neighbour, China. Thus many 
lollypops were offered but Indian 
leaders were unwilling—and rightly— 
to be lured into the American trap. 

India has consistently rejected 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
on grounds that it allows some 
countries to retain.their nuclear 
weapohs and deifies that right to 
others. India has also rejected 
regional multilateral nuclear non¬ 
proliferation talks and expressed 
similar determination to do the same 
with the latest "5+2+2 proposal" 
from the U.S. This proposal calls for 
talks between the five permanent 


members of the Security Council, 
India and Pakistan and two 
prominent donor countries—^japan 
and Germany. U.S. has threatened to 
make things difficult for India in a 
variety of ways. 

Strengthening Indo-US trade ties 
was certainly a significant com¬ 
ponent of the Rao visit, particularly 
as the US is the largest and the most 
promising investor in India. With in¬ 
vestments of over $ 1.7 billion in 
India, US companies account for 
about 42 per cent of all foreign invest¬ 
ment in India since 1991. These in¬ 
vestments have surpassed total 
American investments since India's In¬ 
dependence. !ndo-US bilateral trade 
has jumped from $ 5.2 billion in 1991 to 
$ 7.3 billion in 1993. During 1993, Indian 
exports to the US incrcas^ by 20 per 
cent while imports from the US grew by 
44 percent. In the light of gnrwing trade 
and investment between the two 
countries, the Clinton administration's 
Commerce l^epartment has identified 
India for ^ciai attention—one of the 
'Big Emerging Markets'. 

The US insiste, de.spitc Indian 
denials, that the technology for the 
'Agni' "corresponds to those at¬ 
tributes useful for a military missile 
and not those u.seful for a space 
launch vehicle". U.S. ^iterates its 
concern about 'Prithvi' and Paki.stani 
missile programme and asiserts that 
the Uii. oppositic>n to India's missile 
programme remains even if itis pure¬ 
ly indigenous. It affirms that the U.S. 
foreign policy goals in South Asia is 
to en.surc that tensions between India 
and Pakistan do not erupt into war 
"with the possibility of a nuclear 
exchange". Actually, it is Pakistan 
which Nackmaiis India by threaten¬ 
ing that there will be a war, evem a 
nuclear war, if its demands on Kash¬ 
mir are not satisfied. 

Pressure on India 

PAKISTAN officials 
have chalked out a 
plan according to 
which, if Pakistan is 
not singled out for 
pressure tactics on 
nuclear issue by the 
West, then it can ac¬ 
cept all the ideas of the U.S. about 
making South Asia a nuclear free 



zone. The main US aims are two (in 
this order): getting India and Pakis¬ 
tan to sign the NPT (basically 
without attaching conditions) and for 
the purpose they would want these 
two neighbours to sort out their dis¬ 
putes, chiefly Kashmir. Removal of 
local tensions will facilitate the US to 
maintain the balance of power in 
Asia. Primacy thus belongs to estab¬ 
lishing a non-nuclear regime in Soudi 
Asia. 

India's case is more complicated 
than Pakistan's. New Delhi does not 
endear Itself to western power by 
pointing out the logical inconsistency 
of major powers keeping their vast 
nuclear arsenal.s while preaching 
abstinence to India and others in 
Asia, Us citing of the Chinese bomb as i 
the ju.stification for the Indian op- i 
tion—without forgetting the Chinese i 
argument about possible dueats from " 
former Soviet Republics—.sounds 
like an alibi to western powers (and 
most Pakistanis). After all, India sal 
still for 10 years after the Chinese, 
demonstrated their own capability 
(whereas it would have done what it 
did in May, 1974, much earlier). In 
any case few' regard a Chinese 
nuclear strike against India a cog¬ 
nisable possibility. Indians and Pakis¬ 
tanis are both in a situation where the 
possibility of seriously def)nng (as 
distinct from stalling) .America is ex¬ 
ceedingly small. It is a U5>-supervised 
world order in which they both live, 

An official New Delhi statement 
stated recently: "India neither has 
nor intends to acquire weapons of 
ma.ss destruction." But Indian 
spokesmen have also .stated that it 
will do whatever is needed for the 
defence of the country, and its un¬ 
stated belief that its un-safeguarded 
nuclear power programme and 
proven nuclear capacity are its real 
insurance against nuclear adven¬ 
turism, not brave words. 

India on May 7 reacted strongly 
to the American arm-twisting by 
declaring that it will not agree to any 
proposed multilateral forum on 
security, disarmament and non¬ 
proliferation which focused only cm 
South Asia, It was "equally disap- 

K :ed that the US has not accepted' 
's position so far and persists 
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v^rith its aU or nothing approach". 

An official spokesman said 
India's qppositicm to non*prolifera* 
tft>n regimes which were dis- 
et^inatory in character was well 
Imown to the Americans. They were 
also awAre of India's consistent sup¬ 
port to disarmament measures which 
were global non-discriminatory, 
compnmensive and verifiable. 

Compulsions of Summit 



THERE was consis¬ 
tent opposition to 
the summit by some 
political parties in 
India. Mr Narasim- 
ha Rao was urged 
not to \mdertake the 
trip to Washington 
because it was felt that the talks were 
unlikely to yield concrete results. But 
certain factors played a positive role; 
moreover the Prime Minister himself 
was keen to meet Mr Clinton despite 
the sharp policy differences and the 
well-known pressures which the 
U.S.A. was exerting on this country. 
The areas of differences, it was con¬ 
tended, were far too many to 
fecilitate a cordial settlement 


India's basic difference with 
Pakistan are those over Kashmir, and 
with China over the position of the 
border region grabbed in the 1962 
war. With the U.S. the key differences 
are over India's internationally ur\su- 
pervised nuclear programme. 

Washington has sought to dis¬ 
play its displeasure in various 
ways—^the human rights situation in 
Kashmir, the trade front, the issue of 
inadequate protection for US intellec¬ 
tual property rights such as 
copyrights, patents and trademarks. 
It has time and again threatened to 
invoke the Super-^1 trade sanctions. 
U.S. leaders have talked about the 
bright potential for Indo-US trade 
and commerce and the democratic in¬ 
stitutions common to the world's 
greatest and the world's most 
populous democracies. 

The implicit threat was that the 
US could turn hostile towards India if 
key differences persisted. The US is 
the world's remaining super power. 
US support for concessional financ¬ 
ing from the World Bank and the In¬ 


ternational Monetary Fund Is crucial 
if India hoped to address her 
economic and social needs. The US, it 
has been pointed out, is also India's 
best source for advanced technology 
in electronics, telecommunications 
and ^ace research. AU this could be 
denira to India if relations with the 
US deteriorated sharply. 

No Change in India's Policy 

ON May 3, a day 
before his departure 
for Washington, Mr 
Narasimha Rao 
made several sig¬ 
nificant observa¬ 
tions, which were in 
effect assurances 
that the Government would not 
make any change in its policies on the 
NPT missiles and other issues. These 
assurances came as a great relief to 
his countrymen who feared that 
India might be compelled to bow to 
the consistent American pressures 
on various counts and in various 
forms. 

The Government, he told the 
Congress Parliamentary Party, 
would firmly stick to its declared 
policies. "There is no question of 
changing the country's policies 
during my proposed visit to the 
United States." According to him, 
a leader would be worthless if he 
changed the government policies 
during his visit to a foreign 
country. Although it was evident 
that India had some differences 
with the US but this would not 
prevent it from being friendly 
with that country. "Nothing un¬ 
toward had happened during my 
U.K. visit and nothing untoward 
would happen during my visit to 
the USA", he asserted. 

A danger to democracy existed in 
some parts of the world and the 
champions of democracy—^India and 
the USA—^had to play their role. As 
such, India has to look far beyond its 
own borders, as Pandit Nehru said. 
India has to play a role that is ex¬ 
pected of it in the international 
sphere. 

Mr Narasimha Kao emphatically 
denied that India had diluted its 
stand on the nuclear issue, and as¬ 


serted that it cemtinned to stand for 
a universal comprehensive and 
non-disen minatory nuclear 
regime as delineated in the Ra|iv 
dandhi Action Plan. The Prime 
Minister also allayed fears that 
India was being pressurised by the 
US to cap its missile programme or 
sign the NPT. "Everything is 
mi8understood....there is not a word 
on capping our missile 
programme. Nor have they asked 
us to sign the NPT", he said. 

The matter had rocked Parlia¬ 
ment several times. An agitated Op¬ 
position charged that India was 
bowing to US pressure on the nuclear 
issue. They were upset over the fact 
that dte London talks were held in a 
third country and that the Indian 
delegation was headed by a retired 
diplomat. 

Mr Rao pointed out that this did 
not mean that India will refuse to 
talk. "Talking to each other and con¬ 
vincing each other is important", he 
said, adding that one had to be 
practical in such matters. India, ac¬ 
cording to him, will enunciate its 
position but will try to convert 
others to its line of thinking. This is 
what India has always done and 
will continue to do. 

Mr Rao also denied that India 
had come under pressure to cap its 
missile programme or sign the NPT 
during the visit of the US Deputy 
Secretary of State, Mr Strobe Talbott. 
"There was not a word on capping 
and in any case how do you cap an 
experiment", he added. As for sign¬ 
ing the NPT, Mr Rao explained that 
the question of doing so does not 
arise especially since the NPT is to be 
reviewed next year. India would cer¬ 
tainly like to be part of the review 
meetings to see that the content of the 
NPT is radically changed to be more 
in line with India's position. How¬ 
ever, if the same NFT is extended, 
then India would not sign it, he 
reiterated. Mr Rao was veering, 
round to the view that a national 
security council was required as 
security issues are extremely com¬ 
plex and not limited only to defence 
problems. 
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ARTICLE 


Getting Along With GATT 


The beautiful and quiet city of Mar¬ 
rakesh in Morocco joitnessed the nuxt 
eventful hajrpening cf this century on 
April 15,1994, when almost the entire 
world decided to fiirinally sign the CATT 
(General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade) Agreement. Marrakesh, which in 
the local language means "go quickly", 
lived tipio Us name when 125 countries 
of the world, including India, decided to 
slash the tariffs npto 40 per cent for trade 
among themselves. The Uruguay Round 
of negotiations, which began in Ihinta del 
Lsle in Uruguay, in Srpteniher 19,1986, 
ivere finally concluded when 125 leading 
nations of the world decided to provide 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status to 
all the signatories. The entire proceeding 
was xvatclied by n'pirsentatives of 19 as- 
sociated governments of Russia, Nepal, 
Saudi Arabia, Bulgaria, Jordan, etc and 
appreciated by .10 other observer agen¬ 
cies including Asian Development 
Bank (ADR). World Bank, IMF, UNO, 
UNCTAD, UNESCO, OECD, etc. 

Signing the Agreement 

A ll speculations were put to n«!t 
when 22000-page agreement was 
signed. The historic pact created a 
new multilateral trading system 
which can easily by termed as the 
biggest package of market access 
concessions ever negotiated. Signed 
at the backdrop of an agreement, ar¬ 
rived at exactly four months ago at 
Geneva, on the . conclusion of 
Uruguay Round of negotiations, the 
agreement is expected to open new 
vistas in international trade. As es¬ 
timated by OECD, the global trade is 
likely to get a boost by about $ 200 
billion per year. Trade in clothings is 
expected to grow by 60 per cent, 
whereas agriculture, forestry. 


fisheries, processed food and 
beverages are likely to grow by about 
20 per cent. 

Indian representative. Union 
Commerce Minister Mr Pranab 
Mukerjee, described the agreement 
as an opportunity to expand trade, 
economic growth and employment. 
"They mean opportunities to 
promote sustainable development 
and they also mean an opportunity— 
the most significant (me we have had 
for 50 years—to build a new basis for 
global economic cooperation", he 
said. The Crown. Prince of Morocco 
paid rich tributes to the developing 
countries for playing a constructive 
and pt>sitive role in successful cul¬ 
mination of the prolonged negotia¬ 
tions. 

Social Clause Stalled 

S the date to adopt GATT agree¬ 
ment drew nearer, some of the 
western countries, led by the USA, 
began talking about enforcing stKial 
issues in trade under the GATT. 
Developed nation, through a well 
thought strategy wanted to edge out 
the third world cleverly from the im¬ 
pending gains from enhanced multi¬ 
lateral trade by linking the issues like 
human rights and child labour. Pre¬ 
empting this ignominious move, 
India led the crusade of opposing any 
such move. In her capacity as current 
leader of G-15 countries, India int- 
pressed upon the other developing 
nations to join hands to counter pres¬ 
sure in this regard. Indian strategy 
was clialked out w'ilh a view to in¬ 
itiate sufficient preparatory work to 
make sure that the developed world 
did not catch the third world nap¬ 
ping, even though the threat of non¬ 


economic issues being linked to trade 
was not so imminent 

Indian commerce Minister had 
two meetings with G-15 member 
countries prior to beginning of the 
formal meeting. As a result all the 
Ministers who spoke on the (gening 
day of the GATT ministerial con¬ 
ference were extremely cautious in 
expressing their views on tt\is aspect. 
Some of the representatives of the 
developed world, including llte UK, 
endorsed Indian view-point 
Canadian Minister for international 
Trade, Mr Roy Maclaren, also held 
that it was not for this oiganisation to 
decide environmental, labour or so-, 
cial policy itself. Hongkong's 
Secretary for Trade and Industry also 
warned that linking trade with social 
problems will mean deviations 
from the existing goals and objec¬ 
tives. But the views of Sir Leon 
Brittain, on behalf of the European 
Union, were to the contrary. He 
stressed that the organisation 
must address itself to the 
problems like child exploitation, 
denial to workers of free speech 
and association and forced labour. 

As a result of the resolve of the 
developing world to stall the social 
clause from forming part of the 
agreement in any manner, so that it 
did not hit the developing world ' 
hard, the issue was kept pending. It 
was decided that a Preparatory Com¬ 
mittee (Prepcon) under the chair¬ 
manship of GATT Director General, 
Mr Peter Sutherland, would, among 
other things, also deal with ^ social 
clause issue. Any decision on this 
clause will be taken in Prepcon wily, 
if there was consensus. 
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Transition to WTO 

A S was earlier known, it has been 
decided to convert GATT into 
Wcn^ld Trade Organisation (WTO) 
with effect from January 1,1995, with 
its headquarters at Geneva. Out of. 
the six major agreements one deals 
with replacement of GATT by WTO 
and present Director General of 
GATT Is likely to head WTO. This 
new organisation will prepare and 
oversee a comprehensive set of 
rules covering almost all aspects of 
world trade, commerce, intellectual 
property rights, trade in services, 
etc. WTO will also have a dispute 
settlement mechanism which will 
act for redressal of bilateral trade 
disputes. 

One most important decision is 
the setting up of Prepcon, comprising 
all the existing members of GATT. 
WTO will have an added advantage 
of implementing the provisions of 
world trade treaty forcibly, which 
could not be done by GATT. Misuse 
of unilateral and discriminatory 
Super 301 and Special 301 trade laws 
by USA, against the countries that do 
not toe its line, can also be challenged 
in WTO. This proposed transforma¬ 
tion of GATT may turn WTO into a 
body as strong as UN, in the years to 
come. WTO will have an added ad¬ 
vantage that each member country 
will have one vote, which is not so in 
IMF, World Bank or even in UN. 
Thus, by their sheer majority in num¬ 
bers, the developing countries can 
have a very important role to play in 
the world economic affairs, par¬ 
ticularly the world trade. 

lUrmoil in India 

HE belated opposition to GATT 
agreement in India is mainly 
politically motivated. The fears of es¬ 
calation in prices of seeds and drugs 
due to operation of Trade Related In¬ 
tellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) are 
largely unfounded. No democratic 
Government will allow its agricul¬ 
ture sector to suffer due to undue es¬ 
calation of seed prices, more 
particularly in India, where agricul-, 


tural sector is the lifeline of the 
econenny. Even politically this caimol 
be allowed to happen. This ap¬ 
prehension becomes more irrelevant 
considering the fact that most of the 
high yielding varieties of seeds used 
in India have been developed by Ag- 
griculture Universities in this 
country itself and the country can 
pool-in more resources to step-up re¬ 
search and development to develop 
more advanced s^s so that these 
could be exported in huge quantities. 
The patents earned on such exports 
can be recycled in strengthening the 
research and development (R & D) 
infra-structure. 

The second area of concern is the 
prices of drugs. More than 85 per cent 
of the drugs, ccnnmonly used in the 
country, will not be covered under 
the TRIPS and only a few life saving 
drugs, particularly those used to treat 
cancer, heart ailments, etc may fall 
within the provision. To effect change 
in its patent laws, India still has about 
11-years and during this period— by 
2005 AD—India can also encourage 
R & D activities in this field to either 
develop substitutes or invent new 
medicines. In addition, some 
mechanism can also be developed 
to ensure that the poorer sections of 
the society are not hit hard by in¬ 
creased prices of some life-saving 
drugs. 

USA has agreed to remove ail 
restrictions on handloom exports 
from India, paving way for resump¬ 
tion of negotiations on textiles, which 
reached a deadlock during March, 
1994. In turn, India may also allow 
import of high value textiles from 
USA. Moreover, establishment of 
WTO may protect the interests of the 
developing countries like India 
against unilateral violations by trad¬ 
ing giants like USA. 

Critiqi^e 

HE y^ian Development Bank has 
supported the claim of India ^d 
other developing countries that they 
will gain from the present GATT 
agreement. As per the Asian 


Development Outlook 1994, the 
benefit will be in the form of gains 
from trade, increased efficiency in 
productiot and reduced prices for 
the consumers. India is expected to 
gain 0.5 per cent of its GDR whereas 
this increase has been projected at 2.5 
per c«it for Cluna. If India could 
maintiun sustained growth of exports 
and its incoine, its gains from GATT 
agreement will increase accordingly. 
In addition to direct increase in the 
trade, India is also likely to gain fiom 
the proposed access of service per¬ 
sonnel into the markets of meniber 
countries, henceforth to be possible 
on non-discrimiiuitory basis, under a 
transparent system. Although, the 
quota regime in textiles has bran ex¬ 
tended by 10-years to India's disad¬ 
vantage, the commitment to phase 
out quotas finally after 2005 AD is 
certainly a positive gain for textile ex¬ 
porting countries like India. Even in 
case of TRIMS (Trade Related Inx'est- 
ment Measures), the government 
retains its sovereign right to decide 
what type of investment is to be al¬ 
lowed into the country. 

Seemingly, it appears that India 
has more to gain from the GATT 
agreement. However, to gain more 
from this opportunity, India has to 
take certain precautions. Special 
efforts need to be put in the field 
of R & D so that more benefit accrues 
from patents on the one hand and the 
country does not have to pay for 
patents on the other. Secondly, 
growth rate of exports has to be main¬ 
tained at a very high level. In addi¬ 
tion, industrial production has to be 
properly orient towards interna¬ 
tional market. In other words, 10- 
ycars transition period must be 
utilised in a fruitful manner and the 
action to pursue this must begin 
rightaway. Any time lost in this 
regard would mean that the other 
countries could take advantage to 
and-gain more. The government 
must act swiftly to re-arrange its 
priorities so that Ae anticipated gains 
are not frittered away due to in¬ 
decision. 
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ESSAY 


Too many politicians; 
too few statesmen 


I N the early parts of this century, | 
when most countries in Asia and | 
Africa were reeling under colonial | 
rule, the turbulent times threw up a 
galaxy of statesmen across the board, 
who were the most exquisite ex¬ 
amples of courage and conviction. 
They were the giants who bore the 
brunt of freedom struggles against 
Hieir colonial masters and placed ser¬ 
vice above self. Alas! their race seems 
to have almost come to an end and in 
their place, the world, both 
developed and developing, is being 
disfigured by the deluge of 
politicians, who, as men of clay and 
crass calculations, are short sighted 
in their motives and parochial in their 
prudence. They hardly fit into the 
.shoes of those great .souls that strode 
the .scene of this world, when the 
going was tough and rough, and the 
fight between the ruler and the ruled 
was unequal and uncertain 

No doubt, power, politics and 
politician form the triangle, each 
angle of which is equally important 
and indisp>ensablc to the other. Wifti 
the blind pursuit of power becoming 
a possessive passion with politicians, 
the rules of the game of governance 
are changing to .suit the fads and fan¬ 
cies of our present-day politicians. 

'In a democracy people get the 
governnaent they deserve.' With a 
few variations in tone and temper, 
politicians the world over prefer to 
resort to expediency, much against 
the spirit and faith of the statesman in 
excellence. As a rule a politician lives 
in the present and tries to twist/turn 
every situation to his advantage. 
With scruples kept under wraps and 
conscience made to dance to. his 
tunes, a successful politician is adept 
in the art of changing colours like a, 


chameleon. Since he opts for .soft and 
easy gimmicks to grind his own axe, 
he finds his tribe increasing by leaps 
and bounds, it hardly matters to the 
masses if some of the politicians 
caught in the mire of scandals of dif¬ 
ferent hues have to make an ig¬ 
nominious departure from the 
political scene. In their place, a 
plethora of other politicians, who 
have been waiting in the wings, make 
a sudden appearance on the centre 
stage of political activity fast becom¬ 
ing into the 'drama of the absurd'. 
Among them there goes on a mad 
race to outwit others of their ilk and 
grab power by hook or by crook. 
With political standards touching a 
new low every now and then and 
values of political culture taking a 
nose-dive at the hands of our present- 
day politicians, it is not surprising 
that people have started looking 
upon them with disgust and di.sdain. 

Those stupendous in concept 
and concern are statesmen but those 
pygmies of precepts and practices are 
politicians. The former seldom ap¬ 
pear on the spectrum of hurly-burly 
life whereas the latter erupt from 
under every brick. Statesmen rare in 
species are mindful of the means they 
adopt to reach the end but politicians, 
like impatient power-brokers, take to 
the short-cuts to be the first to pass 
the post. Politicians as a class confuse 
and compound the issues at stake 
and thus demean the august institu¬ 
tions of the polity. The all-round 
deterioration in political parameters 
is too obvious to be ignored. Whereas 
the poli ticians fail to see beyond their 
npsei an4 therefore make a momen¬ 
tary mark oh the shifting sand's of 
time, it' is the statesmen who chisel 
and cliasten the contours of politics. 


policies and programmes of their 
times to render &em relevant and 
reverential in future too. They are not 
given to making pompous promises 
or taking people for a ride. Though 
too few in number, statesmen al¬ 
ways carve a noticeable niche for 
themselves in the hearts and minds 
of people and liberate them from 
the hollow halo of empty hopes and 
illusions. 

Behind every skeleton or scan¬ 
dal, the hand of the politician, though 
hidden, is very much there. Prom ^ 
band-wagon to the Centre, he is al¬ 
ways there to make his presence felt. 
If the statesman is a man of few 
words, the politician is a demagogue 
who is prolific in making promises 
and pronouncements but patheti¬ 
cally puerile on perfornunce. All 
his moves are aimed at electoral 
arithmetic and short-term gains 
arising out of the loaves and fishes 
of office. 

If quality is the ornament of a 
statesman, quantity is the weapon ctf 
a politician. The ugly scenes in legis¬ 
latures are a self-speaking witness to 
the rot that has come about among 
the ever-increasing race of 
politicians. 'Politics is the last refuge. 
of a scoundrel' may be true of 
poiifacians elsewhere but in the sub¬ 
continent, it is perhaps the first 
priority of toose vhio want to make a: 
quick buck and settle scores with 
their opponents. With cash, crime 
and corruption ruling the roost, 
politicians are naturally fast multi- 
plying. 

Surely we need another Gandhi 
to clean the augean stables before the 
body-politic becomes too sick to be 
cur^ of its ills. 
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IAS MAINS SPECIAL 


GENERAL STUDIES SCENE 


Q. "Hie successful launch of ASLV>D4 by ISRO is 
a commendable feat" Discuss. Also discuss whether the 
resounding success of ASLV>D4 is a stepping stone to 
die GSLV project? 

Ans. Successful launch of the fourth developmental 
Auf^ented Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV-D4) on May 4, 
1994, was a proud event which not only boosted the 
morale of Indian scientists but also demonstrated the In¬ 
dian capability in space technology to the world. All the 
systems in the 23.8 metre tall and 41.7 tonne vehicle 
worked perfectly to put 113-kg SROSS-C2 (Stretched 
Rohini Satellite Series) mto orbit After the utter failure of 
first two launches in 1987 and 1988 and partial success of 
ASLV-D3 in 1993, near perfect launch of ASLV-D4, marked 
an important step in India's quest for self-sufficiency in 
space technology. ASLV-D3 was successful only marginal¬ 
ly to the extent of proving the functioning of various 
technologies. This third developmental launch could only 
place the payload into an orbit with a 430 KM apogee 
(Orbit away from earth) and a perigee (Orbit near to earth) 
of 270 KM due to the attained spin rate of 80 RRM against 
an anticipated 140 RPM. As a result, the satellite had a 
very low life t>f 55 days. 

In sharp contrast, the satellite put into orbit by ASLV- 
D4 has a low earth orbit with a perigee of 439 KM, 39 KM 
more than expected, and an apogee of 938 KM with a spin 
rate of 140 RPM which may result in longer life of the 
satellite i.c. 11 to 12 months As per the Chairman of ISRO 
(Indian Space Research Organisation) Dr Kasturiarangan, 
about 50 to 60 per cent of the total vehicle was developed 
indigenously and the rest, majority of which comprised 
electronic components, was imported from rest of the 
world. 15 to 20 per cent of the fabrication of ASLV-D4 was 
done at various private agencies in collaboration with the 
ISRO, which includes stage fabrication, development of 
various electronic equipment and hardware fabrication 
which speaks volumes of advancement made by the 
public sector in this field. The first and second flights 
(which were unsuccessful) used pban as propellant, while 
third and fourth developmental flights used indigenously 
developed Hydroxyl Terminated Polybutadine (HTPB) 
following a ban imposed on use of pban. 

Although, 113 kg vSROSS-C2 satellite is the heaviest 
.satellite launched from Indian earth, yet this is not the 
most advanced technology on earth. By this success India 
has acquired the capabili^ of putting into orbit satellites 
upto 150 kgs of weight, which means that we are only 
capable of launching satellites for scientific studies. If the 


aim of Indian Government is to further strengthen die 
gains of ASLV-D4 success, it may have to develop the 
capability to put 900 kg remote sensing satellites into an 
orbit at about 1000 KM perigee. If such capability is ac¬ 
quired only then India can considered ready to enter 
the commercial laundi market. 

The ASLV technology needs some advancements to 
become capable of having GSLV ((icostationary Satellite 
Launch Vehicle) technology. It has been declared that 
there will be no more ASLV launches, which indirectly 
means that focus of space n'scarch will now be on 
development of indigenous cryogenic engine to be used 
in GSLV. This programme has already suffered a .setback 
when USA and Russia have backtracted on their contrac¬ 
tual obligation of supply of relevant technology for cryo- 
engines. Indigenous development of cryo-engines may 
nut be possible in immediate near future but Indian 
credibility in the space front has certainly increased m the 
world launch market. With the level of perfection 
achieved in ASLV launch, the GSl V may not be too distant 
in future, when the Indian scientists have already started 
the work for a PSLV (Polai Satellite Ijiunch VehicK*) tech¬ 
nology 

Q. "Indian stand on Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) has changed." Discuss with recent happenings in 
riiis regard. 

Ans. The haviu’ played by nuclear devices in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in japan in 1945 made the entire 
world shudder at the possibility of a nuclear war in future 
The world community therefore strived at controlling the 
menace of nuclear armament. Butdespile these efforts, the 
world today has so much nuclear arsenal that the entire 
world can be destroyed ten times all over again. The fall 
of erstwhile USSR has certainly put an end to the cold war 
but the quantum of nuclear weapons has not decreased. 
The developed west has continued the production and 
deplo)anent of nuclear weapon but at the .same time the 
developing countries have been kept under constant pres¬ 
sure to sign a nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 
the guise of saving this planet. 

NPT is a discriminatory treaty which requires the 
non-nuclear countries to put a complete ban on their 
research and development in the field of nuclear arma¬ 
ment. The treaty, however, ^visages no control on the 
nuclear development programme being pursued by the 
nuclear powers. By blackmailing die developing world, 
USA has managed to rope in most of the non-nuclear 
world to sign the NPT. A few countries including India 
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have tefused to sign NPT so far on the ground that it is 
discriminatory. Of late, USA has been forcing India to sign 
NPT on the plea that Asia was a danger zone for a 

potential nuclear war in future. Hence a concept of 
regional NFT is being propagated. 

India is also being pre»urised to immediately stop its 
Agni Missile programme and not to deploy its Prithvi 
missiles. India is also under severe pressure to join the 
talks on regional nuclear non>proliteradon and sign the 
NPT in existing form. Furfter, social clauses are being 
introduced in GATT to do the arm-twisting. In addition, 
the US policy has also tilted in favour of Pi^stan. On the 
other hand, India has been rejecting the NPT in general 
and regional NFT in particular. India feels that NI^ must 
be made universal, comprehensive and non-dis- 
criminatory. During recent talks with the USA, India has 
made it very clear that "Agni" was not a missile produc¬ 
tion programme, but was only an experiment to test 
India's capabilities in re-entry technology. So far as 
"Prithvi" missiles are concerned, these will be deployed 
to protect the borders of the country. 

Prime Minister Mr Rao recently allayed all the fears 
on any secret deal between India and USA and reiterated 
Indian stand on NPT. Even in the year 1992 while address¬ 
ing the UN Security Council Summit, Mr Rao had restated 
the Rajiv Gandhi Action Plan which calls for a com¬ 
prehensive globally applicable NPT. The trends all over 
the world also suggest acceptability of Indian stand in 
recent years. On August 3, 1992, the US Senate-had ap¬ 
proved to ban all nuclear tests by 1996. During the same 
year, an international wisemen's Council known as Inter- 
Action Council, led by a former German Chancellor Mr 
Helmut Schmidt, called upon the nuclear States to work 
for global elimination of nuclear weapons rather than 
binding only non-nuclear States to the NPT. Having elite 
participation from 20 developed countries, the stand of 
Council on NPT is very close to the Rajiv Gandhi Action 
Plan and Indian position. 

In the backdrop of above mentioned events it appears 
that most of the countries of the world agree in principle 
on the stand taken by India on NPT. There is a general 
consensus that NPT cannot be discriminatory and instead 
of just binding down the non-nuclear developing 
countries, NPT must strive at a more comprehensive ar¬ 
rangement in which even the nuclear countries must be 
banned from pursuing further nuclear programme and all 
the existing nuclear armament must be elimirtatod from 
the planet. 

Q. What do you understand by inflation? What 
measures have been taken by the Government of India 
to curb tile inflationary pressures recently? 

Ans. In common parlance, a situation of persistent 
price rise is referred to as inflation. It is believed that a 
functional price rise upto 8 per cent is good for trade and 
industry, as it provides required stimuU for development 
However, price rise beycmd 10 per cent, or so-called 


double-digit inflation has adverse effect on the economy. 
Hence endeavour of all Governments in the develqjing 
countries is to keep the prke rise in check so that tiie 
benefits of growtti can be reaped and adverse effects are 
mitigated. 

■ For the last about one year, inflation rate in India 
had .stabilised at around 8 per cent. But in recent 
months, the rate of inflation has gone beyond ten per 
cent and the double-digit inflation is causing serious 
worry to the Government. In the Economic Survey of 
1992-93, the inflation rate was forecasted at 8 per cent at 
the end of the year 1993. After December 1993 due to 
increase in the administered prices of several com¬ 
modities, inflationary pressures started mounting. 
Economic Survey for 1993-94 has given two broad 
measures to control the inflation rate. 

(a) Fiscal and Monetary Factors: The growth in the 
fiscal deficit of the Government over the eighties has beai 
the important cause for building up of in^tionary pres¬ 
sures in the recent years. Moreover, during the past one 
decade, about 90 per cent of the increase in reserve money 
has been d ue to an increase in net RBI credit to the Govern¬ 
ment. During 1992-93 several measures were taken in the 
form of monetary, fiscal and other measures. The fiscal 
deficit which was 8.4 per cent in 1990-91 was reduced to 
5.9 per cent in 1991-92 and further to 5.2 per cent in 
1992-93. This also resulted in reduction in budget deficit 
and Central Government borrowing from tlie RBI, which 
in turn helped in controlling the growth of reserve money 
and money supply. The fiscal deficit which was contained 
upto Feb 1993, again started rising. The need, therefore, is 
to contain the fiscal deficit which has again risen alarm¬ 
ingly. At the same time, the expansion of reserve money is 
also required to be contained. 

{b) Supply Management and Policy Options: The 
support -price policy for essential agricultural products 
has to maintain a delicate balance between providing 
incentives for increasing production and protecting the 
interests of the consumers. Substantial increase in support 
price of foodgrains during the last about 3 years has 
resulted in undue pressures on prices. Future minimum 
support price must, therefore, be broadly in line with the 
prevailing inflation rates. In addition, the Government 
must take timely decision to import the food items like 
edible oils, foodgrains or sugar, in case of crop failure. 
Another measure given in the Economic Survey is that at 
the time of prwsure on the foodgrain prices. Food Cor¬ 
poration of India (FCI) should release its stocks by selling 
it at moderate rates. 

In addition to the above mentioned measures, in¬ 
creased growth rate of industries and reduction in tlue 
non-plan expenditure are two more measures which will 
have softening effect on the price levd. It is high time that 
the Government adopted these measures so titat the prices 
are kept under proper check. All ttiese measures may go a 
long-way in containing the inflation rate effectively to 
further the developmental activity in the country. 
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Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Problems 


Essential Sectors & Strikes 

Q. People working in institu* 
tions providing essential services 
like banking, medical care, educa¬ 
tion, transport, communication etc. 
should never resort to strikes. Give 
aiguments For and Against this view. 

Ans. The Oxford Dicthnari/ 
denies a strike as the organised refusal by 
erriployees to work or to engage in other 
expeded activities, until some grievance 
.is remedied. A bank is defined as a busi¬ 
ness establishment that safeguards 
people's money and uses it to give loans 
and make investments with the otyective 
cf ensuring growth and ■welfare. A hospi¬ 
tal is an institution providing medical 
and surgical treatment and nursing care 
for ill or injured people. Transport is a 
system cf conveying people, goods, etc. 
from one place to another. Education is 
crucial in the development of character or 
mental powers lohile to communicate is 
concomitant with being alive. Do these 
people, knowing fully ivcll the crudal 
role they play in the smooth functioning 
cf Society, have the right to hold the same 
to ransom? Or, as members of the same 
society, they have as much right as the 
next individual to adopt any method ef¬ 
fective enough for the rcdressal of their 
grievances? 

Arguments For ttie View 

1. Since a single-day bank strike 
causes a national loss of more than 
Rs. 400 crore, no country, let alone a 
developing one like India, can ab¬ 
sorb such a crippling blow to the 
economy without going under. 

2. Bank strikes cause much 
hardship and inconvenience to mil¬ 
lions of account-holders, particularly 
such persons as keep the little money 


they have in banks vvitli the hope that 
it would be readily available to them 
in their hour of need on all days of 
regular public work. Strikes in hospi¬ 
tals lake their heaviest toll on the 
poor, as they cannot afford the exor¬ 
bitant charges of privately run hospi¬ 
tals. Strikes by municipality workers 
leads to blocked sewers and unclean 
environment, putting the common 
man's health at grave risk. Strikes by 
the power sector cause untold loss in 
terms of money for industrial units 
and hardship for the common man. 
Strikes by teachers or students in col¬ 
leges and universities shorten the al¬ 
ready miniscule working period of 
120 days. Whither our education at 
this rate? 

3. The public puts up with the 
inconvenience of organised agita¬ 
tions when they have a moral ba.sis. 
But what's the rationale here? If it is 
a payhike they want, then the.se 
people sliould compare their com¬ 
fortable pay position against the 
perspective of the country's financial 
burdens, the curse of unemployment 
and the overall gloomy picture of 
poverty. As it is they get a full-year's 
pay, gratuity, pension etc. for work¬ 
ing only five-days a week, with plen¬ 
ty of o^er holidays thrown in which 
cbmes to barely six-months work. 
Computerisation is also noexcu.se for 
demanding increments, as it is only 
going to make their work easier. 
Hospital employees too have no busi¬ 
ness to recourse to strikes just be¬ 
cause some nurses were insulted or 
because a laboratory assistant was 
promoted. What is the negotiating 
table fort'Why should the society suf¬ 
fer for the vested interests of b few? 


Arguments Against the View 

1. Almost nothing in India is 
free from corruption. In the rat race 
that is life today everybody is out for 
what they can get. Why should 
bankers, educationists, doctors etc. 
be singled out. If they want a share of 
the cake? Aren't they human? They 
too have stomachs to be fed and 
families to l»x>k after. If the only way 
that the government listens to ^em is 
when customer services or public 
welfare is affected, there is no harm in 
resorting to strikes. 

2. It is wrong to belittle strikes as 
only originating from the power 
a.spirations of trade union leaders or 
government-baiting opposition par¬ 
ties. Was it wrong of women to 
agitate against Snti and dowry 
deaths? Was it wrong for Indian Sol¬ 
diers to mutiny against the British in 
1857? 

3. History as well as the present 
is full of in.stances where ot^anised 
agitations have been used as hxils to 
draw public attention against fester- 

, ing sores in our society. There arc al¬ 
ways two sides to an issue. Workers 
go hungry when they strike work. If 
the public suffers, the strikers too are 
part of the public. 

4. More often Btan not, strikes 
are a last nssort. The cause of failure' 
of negotiations should be looked into, 
the validity of the demands should be 
judged before the strikers are 
damned. 

Risky sports should be 
banned 

Qt. Sports that enidanger human. 
life should be banned. Give aigu- 
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meato For and Against fids \^ew. 

Ans, Sports illustrated lists ice 
hockey, American faotball, equestrian 
sports, car racing ^ boxing as five of 
the most dangerous sports in the world. 
The recent £aths of Ayrton Senna, the 
Elrazilian Formula one facing champion: 
of Rolrnid Ratzenberger, t/w Austrian 
motor car race driver; of Bradley Stone, 
the super bantamweight boxer; of 
Eoander Holyfield, the heavyweight 
boxer—starkly highlighted the death- 
masks of these sports. So, why is it that 
these games attract the maximum num¬ 
ber of spectators and sponsors? Is it the 
thrill cfliving on the knife-edge of pitting 
our wits against man and machine? Is it 
our primieval lusting after blood and 
gore? Is it a microcosm of the vidlerwe-in- 
festal macrocosm that we inhabit? 

Arguments For the View 

1. Are the cars built to take these 
speeds? No. Though there have been 
15 deaths on the tracks between 1960- 
82. May 1, 1994 claimed the first 
casualties in a Grand Prix after a gap 
of 12 years. Again VX'hy? That's be¬ 
cause technology had made car 
racing too safe. So, this year the spon¬ 
sors and the organisers banned trac¬ 
tion control sy.stems, anti-lock brakes 
and computer-controlled active 
suspension systems, thus reinduct¬ 
ing the risk in the name of testing the 
driver's skill, two of whom paid with 
their lives. 

2. Boxing is a game wherein the 
whole point of the exercise is to 
physically injure the opponent. A 
punch on the head rattles the brain 
around in the cranium, and shocks 
the brain stem, the seat of many vital 
functions. It is an undisputed medi¬ 
cal fact Uiat people who box profes¬ 
sionally for many years suffer ^m 
what is known as the Pundi Drunk 
Syndrome—^a manifestation of 
several neural disorders. By the end 
of his career even Muhammad Ali, 
one of the greatest heavyweight 
boxing champions, suffered from 
speech and hand writing deteriora¬ 
tion, loss in agility and flexibility of 
facial muscles and drooled saliva 
from time to time. He himsdf said'T 


would advise nobody to box if they 
get hit too much. It's too dangerous." 

3. Boxing is totally banned in 
Iceland, while only amateur bouts are 
allowed in Sweden and Norway. The 
game must be banned worldwide. 
During the Roman Empire, 
gladiators fought till one of them was 
killed. We now call that barbaric. 
When we, as a society are struggling 
to get more civilised, our sports too 
must evolve to keep in step. 

4. These games are such that 
th^ strip the trappings of civilisation 
off participant and spectator alike. 
Tlie attraction lies in the danger, in 
flirting with death. As Max Mosley, 
head of the governing Intemation 
Automobile Federation says: "It is 
not possible to run the race at a level 
that's exciting for the participants 
and the spectators and to guarantee 
safety." ^nna himself considered 
winning as a drug. So, with these 
kinds of attitudes it is best not to have 
these games at ali. . 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Barring a sport because of a 
few accidents is childish, when risk¬ 
taking is a part of life. One can die 
even while crossing the road. 

2. If a sports person, knowing 
full well the risks involved, volun¬ 
tarily adopts a particular game, he 
should be at full liberty to do so, even 
if, to other more pragmatic people, it 
seems suicidal. 

3. There are some amongst us 
for whom risk-taking is concom- 
mitant with being alive. If these 
sports are banned, the enthusiasts 
will come up with other more 
dangerous variations {e.g. free failing 
off heights with only an ela^tidsed 
rope tied to one ankle) or the .sport 
will be driven unde^round where 
any existing safety precautions will 
be thrown to the winds. It is like 
prohibition. It won't stop people 
from drinking, instead it will en¬ 
courage, the production of spurious 
liquor. 

4. It is wrong to say that these 
sports have nothing to commend 


them but violence and death. They 
also serve as safety valves, a scx'ially 
accepted way of letting off steam, 
where tiie best of one country squares 
off against the best of anolber, so the 
rest need not get hurt. 

5. The answer lies not in a ban 
but in introducing greater safety 
measures. Tlie argument that making 
a game safe drives away the spen:- 
tators and the sponsors is fallacious. 
The majority of the spectators cewne 
to see boxers for their power and 
their skill, not for their ability to kill. 
They come to see Formula one 
drivers and down hill skiers 
demonstrate their expertise and dex¬ 
terity, not to see them maimed or 
killed. Endorsing sponsors too want 
to prove how their products help the 
participants to win, not how to die. 

6. Safety barriers which will ab¬ 
sorb impact instead of emterete bar¬ 
riers of the kind that killed Senna, 
restoration of electronic driving aids, 
better cushioned gloves for Imxers, 
head gear for professional boxers, in¬ 
troduction of stricter knock-out rules, 
etc. will make the .sport safer. It will 
be the driver's skill that will take his 
car way ahead of other equally well- 
fitted cars; it will be the boxer's skUl 
that will make him breach the 
defence of his equally well-protected 
opponent. 

Hygiene & Slaughter 
houses 

Q. The strike called by the 
Delhi Meat Merchants Association 
in protest against the High Court 
order for the closure of the Idgah 
abattoir, has crossed the 50-day 
mark. Are they right to do so or are 
the scales of tru^ weighing more 
heavily in favour of environmen¬ 
talists like Maneka Gandhi, who are 
protesting against the unhygienic 
conditions prevailing in this and 
other abattoirs in the country? 

Ans, All slaughter Iwuses Itave to 
follow certain lotos: (a) Any fitetory Ims 
to Imvc a capacity licence, (b) The luadth 
of the animal has to be thoroughly chedc- 
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ed l^bre it i$ killed, (c) Though the coxo- 
slttugker Act, 1955 allows the slaughter 
an ox more than 15 years old or not 
Uf^l from the agriculture point of view, 
the tklhi Agricultural Animal Protec¬ 
tion Bill, 1994 sought to be introduced in 
the current sessmt of the Assembly, im¬ 
poses a complete ban on slaughtering 
cows, calves and oxen in the city, except 
for those suffering from infectious or 
communicable diseases, (d) Animals 
must be treated gently, rested for 24 
hours, given abundant water and then 
slaughtered humanely as per the 
guidelines laid down by the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation and Indian 
Standards, (e) Under Rule 1 (XI) of the 
Punjab Municipal Act (an Act that ap¬ 
plies to Delhi) a nuisance 15 any act that 
is likely to cause injury, danger, an¬ 
noyance or (ffcncc to the sense of sight, 
smell or hearing, or which may be 
dangerous to life or injurious to health 
and property, (f) Section 415 of the 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi’s taws 
says: "No person shall, without license 
from the Commissioner carry on the 
trade of a butcher, fishmonger, poulterer 
or importer o /flesh intended for human 
food." (g) Section 269. 270 and 278 of 
the Indian Penal Code says: "whoever 
unhnpfuUy or negligently does any ad 
which is or which he knows or has reason 
to believe to be likely to spread the infec¬ 
tion of any disease dangerous to life, shall 
be punished with imprisonment or with a 
fine or both." (h) Under rule 2 of the 
Delhi Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act, the maximum number of small 
animals that can be carried in a vehicle 
whose wheel base is 142 inches is 40. In 
the case of cattle it cannot be more than 
four, (i) Under the Water (Prevention 
and Control cf Pollution) Act, 1974, the 
word 'Pollution' means the contamina¬ 
tion cf xoaler by any sewage, trade ef¬ 
fluent, liquid or solid, into water, 
rendering the water harmful or injurious 
to public heallh or safety or to plants and 
aquatic organisms." (j) Section 81-B of 
the Aircraft Rules 1937says: "Noperson 
shall slaughter or flay any animal or 
deposit any polluted or obnoxious matter 
which is likely to attract vultures or other 
birds within a radius oflOKMfrom the 
aerodrome radius fHmi." 


Are the abattoirs being run in ac¬ 
cordance with these taxes or are the en- 
xrironffientalists ooerreewting? 

Case for the 
Environmentalists 

1. The Idgah slaughter-house 
has broken all the laws. Though it has 
a capacity for the butchery of 800 
animals, 13000 are killed everyday. 

2. Surrounded by colonies, 
schools and temples, the abattoir has 
been a public nui.sance for the past 90 
yea». All the drains, roads and lanes 
are choked with animal dung, blood 
and urine, plus the trucks jammed 
with anin-^als piled one on top of the 
other, which are unloaded by being 
tossed off the side. 

3. The slaughtering is barbarous 
in the extreme—animals with their 
necks slit, but still alive, are skinned. 
Cattle are killed indiscriminately. No 
laws regarding age are followed. 

4. The I>elhi Airport faces a con¬ 
stant threat from bird hits from vul¬ 
tures hovering around the abattoir. 

5. Not only are we poisiining 
ourselve.s, but we are also exporting 
this meat. But why export at all? Four 
hectares of land is destroyed by the 
grazing of one goat in its life span. We 
are destroying our ecosystem by rear¬ 
ing these animals, for the money their 
meat fetches on international market. 
Only the domestic market should be 
catered to. Not only will it bring 
down meat prices but also automat¬ 
ically lessen the rush at the abattoirs. 

Case for the Striking 
Butchers 

1. The High Court directive 
reducing the number of animals to be 
slaughtered at the abattoir, to a mere 
2500 per day has put the livelihood of 
25,000 people at stake. 

2. Nearly two thirds of the 
animal are slaughtered by the Halal 
method, while 60% of the butchers 
are Muslim.^. Thus the entry of the All 
India Babri Masjid Rebuilding Com¬ 
mittee into the arena against the local 


government which incidentally is the 
BJP, has turned it into a grisly power 
struggle tainted with communal 
hues. 

3. Ute butchers are also protest¬ 
ing against a vegetarian heading the 
committee appointed to look into the 
working of the abattoir, especially in 
view of the fact that in Hyderabad a 
conglomerate of Jain b^ies, who 
want compulsory vegetarianism, 
have combined their resources with 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and 
other Hindutxxi types to destroy what 
is pn^bably the ^st, most environ¬ 
ment-friendly meat factory In Asia. 
The liquid waste from the Al-Kabeer 
abattoir i.s converted into clean, 
protein-rich water and used to ir¬ 
rigate tlie 300 acres of crops grtwing 
around it. Solid wastes fuel the bio¬ 
pharmacy project whereby gelatin 
and life saving drugs, including in¬ 
sulin, serum brain cholesforal and 
liver entracts art* produced. 

4. It is wrong to denounce all 
abattoirs just on the basi.s of negative 
reports of one, which, as it is, is 90 
years old. The MCD does have the 
basic framework for a nuilti- 
storeyod, semi-rneebanised abattoir, 
but its hands are tied until an alterna¬ 
tive site is given to them. Until then 
what are the butchers .supposed to 
do? 

5. We earn a 1 most Rs 700 crore in 
foreign exchange from meat export, 
the Middle Past alone demanding 
3000 quintals of meat per day. Should 
we give it up? 

6. With so much poverty in 
India, no man can be blamed for only 
bothering about money. Yet, that is 
not to say that the butchers enjoy 
working in unhygienic conditions. 
They had no other choice where the 
Idgah abattoir was concerned. Al- 
Kabecr has shown that slaughtering 
can be done in a clean and beneficial 
manner. So, it is upto the Jain Com¬ 
mittee and the MCD to decide how 
well to settle the current stalemate, 
regarding environment and 
livelihood. 
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CAREER 


SSB Interviews—I 


Armed forces offer very exciting 
career to young men and women in 
several fields. Career in dte forces, in 
addition as a career, is also an 
adventure in itself. To ensure that 
appropriate candidates are chosen, a 
comprehensive selection process is 
adopted by the armed forces through 
Service Selection Board (SSB) 
interview. This system of selection is 
based on the "trait theory" of 
leadership which assumes that every 
leader must have some specific and 
pre-determined leadership traits. It 
also presumes that such traits can be 
acquired by a candidate with the 
passage of time, meaning thereby 
that a person once rejected in an SSB 
interview is likely to succeed if he 
acquires some of the traits with the 
passage of time. The present system 
of selection, although is long and 
takes four to five days, is thus b.i ' J 
on an objective assessment of each 
candidate in which the qualities like 
initiative, alertness, judgement, 
courage, physical fitness endurance, 
cooperation, group planning, 
decisiveness, knowledge, etc. are 
judged. In addition, psychological 
and mental robustness of the 
candidate vi.s-a-vis requirements of 
the Armed Forces is judged and 
finally an overall assessment of the 
personality of a candidate is made b) 
way of an exhaustive personal 
interview. 

Scheme of Selection 

The existing scheme of selection 
was initially designed in the US army, 
after the second World War. The 
system was adopted in the selection 
of officers in Army, Navy and Air 
Force for induction through National 
Defence Academy, Army Cadet 
Corps, Officers Training Academy, 
Indian Military Academy, Air Force 
Academy or Naval Academy. 

The selection process has the 
following stages/components; 


(a) Psychological/Intelligence 
Test, (b) Group Testing Officer's 
(GTO's) Test, (c) Personal Interview. 
(d) Medical Examination. 

It is evident that the interview is 
mainly confined to first three stages 
of examination while the fourth one 
concerns the medical examination of 
only those who get through in the 
SSB interview comprising of first 
three components. Evaluation of a 
candidate is made by three 
independent examiners. The 
psychological test is carried out by a 
psychologist and GTO test is given 
by a Group Testing Offiwr (GTO). 
Personal interview is carried out by 
the interviewing officer who usually 
is also the President of the Board. 

The interview being an 
int^rated process, culminates with 
the conference on the final day when 
all the three examiners get together to 
give the final assessment of the 
candidate. If there is any doubt on 
any aspect of the personalit)’ of the 
candidate, a few questions are put to 
him/her and the evaluation is done 
accordingly. All the candidates who 
manage to obtain minimum 
prescribed marks are declared 
selected. There is no quota or 
percentage fixed about the number of 
candidates to be selected and the 
selection purely depends on the 
performance of the individuals. The 
selected candidates then have to 
undergo a comprehensive medical 
examination to be finally 
recommended for selection. 

Through this series of features on 
careers an effort is being made to 
acquaint the candidates, particularly 
the fresh candidates, with the 
techniques of SSB interviews and 
strategy to be adopted to overcome 
this final hurdle to a challenging 
career rin the defence forces. In the 
first part of ffus scries, psychological 
tests are being dealt with in detail. 


Hie scheme of selection is almost i 
same for Army, Navy and Air Force 
with the only difference that in case ' 
of interviews for the flying branch ofi 
Air Force, an additional aptitude test ; 
is given to tiie candidates right at the j 
beginning. The interview usually 
lasts for four to five days and die ; 
arrangements for free boarding and 
lodging are made for the candidates. ' 
Moreover, the candidates appearing I 
before the Board for the first time are | 
entitled to claim travelling allowance | 
for to-and-fro journey upto Hie | 
selection centre. ^ 

Questionnaire 

Immediately on arrival at the ; 
Selection Board a queiUionnaire is 
given to all the candidates in which, J 
in addition to personal details, - 
including educational qualifications ; 
and details of family, hobbies, games .; 
and other extra curricular activities, j 
details about other important 
happenings in life, friends, ! 
ambitions, etc are also sought from ' 
the candidates. This questionnaire 
usually forms the basis for interview,... 
This part also assumes importance, ' 
considering the fact that it is of 
importance to a psychologist to 
know what a candidate thinks of 
oneself. 

Psychological Tests 

(a) Intelligence Teste; First and 
important part of psychological tests ' 
is the intelligence lest. There are two ‘ 
types of intdligence tests, in the first,, 
usually 80 questions are required to : 
be answered within 30 or 35 minutes. 
The time is lesser for the second in, 
which 60 questions on figures are ’ 
required to be answered in 20 to 25 
minutes. This test presumes that even . 
under adverse circumstances an ■ 
intelligent person will be able to 
answer more number of qtiestions 
accurately. The questions are 
objective type with multiple choice 
answers. 
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To attempt maximum number of 
.questions correctly, the candidates 
are advised to attempt those 
qde^ains to start with, about which 
they ate fully sui^. The questions 
‘whi(^ need some more time to 
answer, must be skipped initially and 
if after attempting other questions 
there is sonte time left, it can then be 
devoted to the left*out questions. 
Exhaustive practice in these tests, 
which appear regularly in the 
Competition Master, can of great 
help in attempting the intelligence 
tests effectively. A candidate who 
achieves a good score in these tests 
may get the benefit of being placed 
higher in the order of merit if 
he/she finally makes it in the 
interview. 

{b) Word Association Test: This 
test aims at judging the personality 
traits and basic psychology of a 
candidate. It brings out attitudes, 
thoughts, desires, feelings and even 
negative aspects of one's personality. 
For testing the word association, 
candidates are shown a word of 
common usage for about 15 seconds, 
during which time candidates are 
supposed to write a sentence. After 
15 seconds are over, another word is 
exposed for 15 seconds, the process 
continues and candidates are asked 
to write 50 sentences. The words are 
easy and of day*to<lay usage. Time 
given to the candidates is so short 
that they have to write down the very 
Erst thought that comes after seeing 
the word. The psychologists analyse 
the personality trails, attitudes and 
feelings on the basis of these natural 
reactions of the candidates to specific 
words. 

There can be no readymade 
solutions to the word association test. 
However, with a littie bit of practice 
the candidates can choose correct 
sentences. The pessimistic, negative, 
pervert and counter-productive 
feelings must be avoid^ whereas 
positive feelings of success, honesty, 
respectfulness, uprightness, 
optimism, humanism, etc should be 
highlighted. For example, the word 
"failure", can be used as "Failure 


cannot always be avoided", or 
"Failures are the pillars of success". 
Whereas -ftte former sentence depicts 
pessimism and defeat, the latter 
sentence shows how a negative word 
can also be used in a positive manner. 
On similar lines the candidates must 
prepare himself beforehand for 
words like defeat, death, disease, 
wrong, etc. It must be ensured that 
the sentences used are small and 
convey some positive aspect of one's 
psyche. Due care must be taken to 
ensure that the sentences do not 
depict the feeling of fear, insecurity, 
anxiety, cowardice, etc. To do well 
in this test the candidates must 
practice with several sets of words 
and do the self appraisal. 

(c) Thematic Apperception Test 
(TAT): This technique, also called 
picture story writing, is one of the 
most important aspects of 
psychological test at SSBs. This 
technique aims at judging the overall 
personality of a candidate by judging 
the traits like fearlessness, positive 
frame of mind, initiative, judgement, 
courage, temperament, ambitions 
and more particularly candidates' 
suitability for the armed forces. This 
test is conducted by showing several 
slides/pictures (usually ten) to the 
candidate for a short while. Then he 
is asked to write a small story on the 
picture. The picture is shown for 30 
.seconds and the candidate is given a 
time of 3 minutes for writing a brief 
story. Needless to say that the time 
duration is very less and the 
candidates must think and write fast 
to complete the story within the 
stipulated time. 

The candidates need special 
practice to attempt this test 
successfully. It must be clearly 
understood that die story which is 
written by the candidates, depicts 
their own thoughts, perceptions and 
imaginations. Hence the initial 
30-second time while the picture is 
displayed, must be utilised in most 
useful manner. After devoting 
minimum possible time for 
understanding the picture, the 


candidate should appreciate the 
situation, identify the hero of the 
story and prepaid a simple but well 
thought of plot fl^ the story. The plot 
shoidd be simple considering the fact 
that the story has to be written within 
3'minutes. The planned story should 
depict the feelings of courage, 
success, hard-work, initiative, 
ambition, achievement, helpfulness, 
patriotism and positive bent of mind. 
It should be ensured that no 
unnecessary time is wasted in 
describing the picture. The picture 
only depicts one of the situations 
which could form part of the story. It 
is pertinent to add that candidates 
may expect at least one picture each 
about hospital scene, war, road 
accident, a captive lady, a frustrated 
youth, a river, a thief, a graveyard, 
etc. There may be a few vague 
pictures also. Practice on writing 
$torie.s on above situation/pictures 
would assist the candidates to do 
well in this test. 

(d) Situation Reaction Test 
(SRT); This is last in the series of 
psychological tests, in the SRT, the 
candidat(»i are given 4 to 5 reactions 
to a particular day-to-day situation 
and the candidates arc asked to 
choose the most appropriate one. 
This test aims at judging a 
candidate's aptitude towards 
cooperation, group interests and 
positive thinking. No answer is 
outrightly incorrect or correct. The 
candidates get weighted mark.s 
depending on the degree of 
correctness of an answer. In all 5() to 
60 situations have to be reacted upon 
in 25 to 30 minutes. The candidates 
must exercise due care while 
choosing the alternatives as two to 
three alternatives may appear to be 
correct. The answer which appears to 
be the best inareallifesituationmust 
be chosen. Initially, questions 
appearing easier to answer should be 
chosen and the candidates should 
avoid conflicting replies and be 
consistent. 

(To he continued) 
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Descriptive Questions 


English language and 
Competitive Examinations 

Q. Test of English language 
should not be made compulsoiy in 
any Competitive Examination. Give 
two atguments in favour and two 
arguments against the given state¬ 
ment. 

Arguments For the Statement 

1. In nearly three years' time 
from now India shall be celebrating 
the golden jubilee of her freedom, but 
ironically and regrettably enough, 
the compulsory test of English lan¬ 
guage for ail competitive examina¬ 
tions, as a colonial hang-over, 
continues to strangle our vision and 
vigour. There is no denying the fact 
that becaust> of certain political mo¬ 
tives and self-interests of elite groups, 
English is still the ruling language of 
the country. It is equally an important 
fact that a language which is hardly 
know to about four per cent of the 
population commands the status and 
superiority of being compulsory in 
every competitive examination held 
by a State or Central government. 

2. Whether we relish it or not, 
the ferocious fact remains that no 
other country, developed or develop¬ 
ing, where English language is not 
the national language, has been 
spending so much time, money and 
energy on its retention in all competi¬ 
tive examinations. Over the years it 
has become our tragedy that instead 
of mastering English, we have tended 
to become its slave. It is a pity that a 
language which could have been our 
strengd\ has become our weakness. 
In reality it is the English language 
that stands between the masses and 
their English educated policy¬ 
makers/planners. It passes com¬ 
prehension how the compulsory test 
of English language in a competitive 
examination can make a better 
bureaucrat/administrator or even a 
clerk over his/her counterpart who 


conducts his/her business in EEndi 
or in regional language of the area of 
his/her operation. It is high time that 
the high-brow attitude of the indis¬ 
pensability of English language in all 
competitive examinations is thrown 
lock, stock and barrel in the nearest 
drain. 

Argument Against the Statement 

1. Without being too sentimen¬ 
tal or sensitive on the status and 
suitability of English language in 
competitive examinations, we must 
not lose sight of the ground realities. 
In the absence of a common Indian 
language, acceptable to all sections 
and communities, it is imperative 
that the use of English language 
should be retained in the wider na¬ 
tional interests of unity, integrity and 
inter-action among people inhaMting 
this vast country. WiUi the passage of 
time knowledge of the English lan¬ 
guage has proved the most effective 
means to go up the social, eccmomic 
and political ladder, because English 
language keeps opening new 
horizons and avenues for those who 
are upwardly mobile in the pre.sent- 
day world. 

2. With the wave of globalisa¬ 
tion sweeping the shores, the impor¬ 
tance of English has taken a quantum 
jump. About two-thirds of all scien¬ 
tific papers are published in English, 
just as nearly half of all business deals 
at home and abroad are conducted in 
this language. The politicians, the 
bureaucracy, the cultural elite—all 
seek exposure in the English media 
because that is what makes them na- 
ticHTial heroes. With Competitive ex¬ 
aminations tecoming moreand more 
technical in nature, it is but natural 
that only that language can stand us 
in good stead which is used, spoken 
and understood eveiywhere in the 
world. And only the English lan¬ 
guage fills the bill and meets the 
growing requirements of the fast 
changing . contours of world 


economy, domains of science and 
technology and across the table 
diplomacy. 

Tobacco CttltivaticMn and 
People's Health 

Q* Tobacco growing in the 
countiy should be stopped in the. 
interest of Uie people's health, dis¬ 
regarding the interests of the tobac¬ 
co growen. Explain your views in 
this regard. Substantiate your views 
by giving examples, instances from 
your reading, experience and 
knowledge. 

Ans. Tobacco consumption or 
smoking in various forms is a har¬ 
rowing health hazard which has been 
playing havoc with the harmony and. 
happiness of p>eople. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the pressures of tobacco growing 
and cigarette manufacturing lobby 
on the one hand and the States coir 
lecting substantial revenue oiit of< 
cigarette making and sales on the' 
other, the crying need of the hour is 
that all those concerned with the 
health and welfare of people at huge, 
should do something positive and 
corrective to stall the harm furttter 
escalating into a catastrophe. 

'Easier said than done' may 
prove to be the fate of the proposal to 
stop the growing of teb^o in the 
larger interests of p>eople's health. 
The very mention of such a move on 
the jjart of 'powers that be' or 'social 
oiganisations' is like showing the 
provetbial red herring to a bull, be¬ 
cause the persons likely to be adver¬ 
sely affected by the proposed slq> are 
not going to take thin^ lying down. 
In all likelihood they would form 
strong resistance groups in and out¬ 
side the legislatures and try to 
frustrate the realisation of this 10 % 
ideal. All the three powerful 
groups-rgfowers of tobacco, 
manufacturers of cigaretees and other 
tobacco related pro^cts and abov^e 
all the cottsumers—would not allow 
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the proposal to materialise. Since we 
are living in a democratic set-up, 
where persuasion is preferred to 
' coercion, the road to totally ban the 
[ cuitivalion of tobacco may prove a 
hard nUt to crack. Moreover, it may 
not be an easy going for the simple 
reason tiKat the hnancial constraints, 
under which the State governments 
are groaning, would weaken their 
resolve to force the tobacco growers 
to stop the cultivation of tobacco. If 
tobacco growing fills the coffers of 
State governments, it also entails a 
huge expenditure to cure such dis¬ 
eases as are btim out of the consump¬ 
tion of tobacco and smoking. 

All said and done, the question: 
'how to reccmdle the two incompatible 
realities—^e growing health Irazards 
due to tobacco consumption and 
economic interests of tobacco growers, 
cigarette/pan masala manufactures 
and State governments—is of serious 
import and implications which cannot 
be wished away in the high sounding 
cacophony of rhetoric or in populist 
postures. 

How to remove Caste 
Prejudices 

Q< Suggest three effective 
measures for removing the caste 
. prejudices from the minds of the 
people. Explain how the measures 
being suggesed by you would be 
helpful. 

I Ans. Caste ridden as we are, it is 
not an easy task to completely rid our 
polity of caste prejudices with only 
: wishful thinking and pious pledges. 

Although the odds are still heavy, 
' specially in the rural India, there are 
. conspicuous currents that indicate 
' the gradual disintegration of caste 
prejudices. Forty-seven years after 
independence, the caste prejudices 
are .showing some signs of age. The 
following mea-sures, if taken in the 
right earnest, can prove effective in 
dismantling the caste-cemented 
walls in human minds. 

1. Since the prejudices of all gen¬ 
res are born and bred in human 
minds, it is there the seeds of refor¬ 
mation .should be sown. Under the 
New Education and Economic 


Policies, generations new and old, 
rural and urban, should be exposed 
to new ideas and scimtihe tempers. 
An extensive use of audio-visual aids 
and performing arts should be made 
to educate and enlighten ti*ie die- 
hards of the ill-effects of caste 
prejudices. All out efforts should be 
made to reduce economic/social dis¬ 
parities among different castes. It is 
only by raising the standard of living 
of the people, particularly of those 
who are at the lowest rung, that we 
can hope to reduce the caste 
prejudices bedevilling human rela¬ 
tions. 

2. Education for all, inter-action 
among different caste groups, inter- 
caste marriages, rapid and planned 
development of those areas where 
Dalits are in majority, arc some of the 
measures that can promote under¬ 
standing and a feeling of equality 
among people belonging to different 
castes. ITie newly revived Panchayati 
Raj Institutions, if properly con¬ 
stituted and empowered, can play a 
really constructive and creative role 
in burying the ghost of caste 
prejudices that has been eating into 
the vitals of Indian polity since ages. 

3. Relevance of Gandhiji's 
philosophy of a cla.ssle.ss and caste¬ 
less society should be brought home. 
Political parties formed on caste basis 
should be debarred from contesting 
elections and ail those found guilty of 
practising or perpetuating caste 
prejudices by their acts of commis¬ 
sion or omission should become unfit 
to hold any public office. No political 
leader, however mighty or manipula¬ 
tive, who exploits the caste-card as a 
spring board to realise his political 
ambitions; should be allowed to go 
scot free, if we really mean business, 
there is no power on earth that can 
thwart our efforts in removing caste 
prejudices from the minds of the 
people. 

If there are no Commercial 
Banks 

Q. Suppose there are no Com¬ 
mercial Banks in the World! Explain 
three possible consequences if such 
a thing happens. 


Ans. Just as veins and arteries 
regulate blood and keq? human heart 
and body functional, simiiatiy Com¬ 
mercial banks help the national 
economies move’ forward and 
prosper. Commercial banks, at home 
and abroad, are the life line of all 
economic, conuncsrcial and business 
activity that goes round the clock, ir¬ 
respective of ff>e political systems 
prevailing in different parts of the 
world. If for some known or un¬ 
known reason, the commercial 
banks close down their shuttem, the 
following consequences would fol¬ 
low to everybody's shock and 
chagrin. 

1. First of all, the disappearance 
of banks from the commercial map of 
the world, would throw millions of 
men and women out of their jobs. The 
unforeseen development would also 
dampen the hopes and aspirations of 
those aspirants who have been look¬ 
ing forward to finding job.s in com¬ 
mercial banks. 

2. With commercial banks no 
longer in existence, all economic ac¬ 
tivity would come to a grinding halt 
taking us back to the medieval eras of 
barter systems, that would be highly 
clumsy and cumbersome as com¬ 
pared to present-day automation and 
globalisation of all banking/com- 
merciat activities. Import/export 
business, would be severely af¬ 
fected as also the flow of remittan¬ 
ces from abroad and within the 
country. The practice of carrying 
travellers' cheques/credit cards 
and their easy encashment at will, 
would become a thing of the past as 
a result of which tourism as in¬ 
dustry would suffer. 

3. In the absence of bank lockers 
or safe vaults, provided by Commer¬ 
cial banks cm rent, the safe custody of 
cash, gold and other valuables would 
become a nightmare for all. When 
there are no banks to issue or accept 
documents relating to a large number 
of activities, commercial as well as 
non-commercial, the volume of trade 
would 4windle sharply and the ob¬ 
jectives of the recently signed GATT 
agreement would become irrelevant 
and redundant. 


m JULY'M COMPETITION MASTER 



OE0ATE; DISCUSSION 


To Be or Not To Be 


In a historic judgment, the 
Supreme Court has declared os unam' 
stUutional and hence void Section 309 qf 
the Indian Penal Code which makes an 
attempt to suicide a punitive offence. The 
proposition for debate is: "Are wc right to 
zoelcome the ruling as progressive 
jurisprudence?" 


MrA Before starting any 
discussion, it would be prudent to 
look at the issue dispassionately. 
Medically, suicide is non*naturai, 
non-homicidal or non*accidental 
death. Psychoanalyst Sigmund 
Freud, stating that the aim of all life 
is death, recognised two 
fundamental motivating forces 
regulating our behaviour— Eros, the 
constructive life urges and 
Thanatos, the destructive death 
urges. It is this death force that 
manifests itself in hate, aggression 
and suicide. Sociologist Emile 
Durkheim defined suicide as 
"death resulting directly or 
indirectly from a positive or 
negative act of the victim itself, 
which he knows will produce the 
result". There are various 
categories of suicides. Intentional 
suicide is an act consciously 
initiated by an individual with full 
awareness of the consequences. In 
Altruistic suicide, an individual 
gives up his life so a cause can 
prosper in a heroic act of self 
punitiveness. Surcease suicide is 
when one prefers death to 
.intractable pain. Maniacal and 
psychotic suicide is due to 
hallucination and psychotic 
ideation, but the intention is never 
to end life. Probability suicide is of 
those who gamble with life. In 
existential suicide, the individual 
comes to think that life is an 
absurdity, hollow and *mpty. There 
are also suicides due to bchibition, 


honour, religious frenzy, 
negligence, irregulation, protest 
and simply as a wave. The 
emergence of suicidology as a 
discipline dealing with statistics, 
facts, factors, contributing 
circumstances and prevention 
strategies has found that suicide 
ranks as number ten killer in the 
world, number six killer of the 
youth, claims three times more men 
as victims than women and twice 
the number of urban dwellers than 
villagers, more practitioners in 
advanced countries than in the 
developing countries, a lower 
number in Islamic and Catholic 
countries than elsewhere, a greater 
number of people with broken 
hearts, broken homes and broken 
mental and physical health 
embrace it. Suicide, like any other 
human act, ranges from the 
ridiculous and irrational to well 
thought out philosophical action in 
terms of its appearance. Research 
studies based on the survivors, case 
histories and analyses of other 
available data have hinted at some 
specific correlates of suicide 
behaviour. Psychologically, it has 
been found to be as.sociated with 
loss of hope and meaning, 
depression and anger, 
interpersonal and economic crises, 
real or imagined failure and 
devaluation of self, insoluble inner 
conflict and a faulty concept of life. 
Psychoanalytically, it is an 
overriding experience of 
unconscious impulses, under great 
emotional stress with nobody to 
talk to. Above all, evolving this 
particular equation of life at that 
moment, one acts in a manner 
which is a remarkable treatise on 
the meaningless family relations, 
faulty socialisation, imbalanced 
educatloh? absence of moral 
development and tainted self¬ 


perception. Though it is an 
individual decision, it cannot be 
ignored as a major sodal problem, 
as it makes the ones left behind, 
feel guilty and shaken for years to 
come. The story does not end with 
the death of the victim; it opens up 
a chapter of suffering for others. 
Awareness campaigns, building up 
of communication channels 
through crises centres, listening to 
those who are threatening or 
showing sudden withdrawal or 
aggressiveness, providing a 
professional support system, 
improving social skills and 
meaning of life and employing 
religious, entertainment and 
educational media to emphasise 
positive aspects of problems, 
challenges and failures in life—are 
some remedial suggestions. Beyond 
that, the issue is too complicated, 
multi-dimensional and serious for 
me, as a doctor to categorically 
align myself with either the pro Of 
the anti-iudgement camp. Suffice it 
to say that suicide is a form of Bnal 
communication in a language 
which is full of anguish and a script 
which is terrible and a curtain call 
which is compelling and disturbing. 


MrB While expressing my 
gratitude to my learned friend, 1 
am afraid as a layman, that 1 cannot 
look at this issue so clinically. 
People who commit suicide or 
attempt to do so, deserve nothing 
but contempt for their cowardice In 
facing up to the harsh realities of 
life. The world is not like the 
womb, where they will be forever ' 
cocooned against strife and 
tribulation. For that matter even the 
womb is not all that safe. Where 
there is more than one foetus, 
invariably one would dominate 
over the other and emerge the 
healthier babv bv virtue of its 
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abiht}r to draw a larger •.hare of the 
nutrients from the mother Then 
tltt-id ace a plethora of 
sex-detenmnation tests and 20th 
centtuy's attendant 
incomprehensible diseases that 
ensure that conception does not 
always ensure birth So once, one 
has been given the incomparable 
gift of life, no one and I repeat no 
one, has the c*thic«il right to fritter it 
away Death is too final By 
committing suicide, you aie letting 
your past and present triumph over 
your future Section W of the 
Indian Penal C ode, w hic h made an 
attempt to suicide a punishable 
offence with simple imprisonment 
of one year or fine or both, was not 
so much the striking aim of the 
State battering a person who was 
alread) down, but a warning touch 
to guide a deeply disturbed mind 
away from extreme achon, to flash 
a comma in place of a lull stop, as it 
were The Court says that Section 
309 violated Article 19 (right to 
personal liberty) and Article 21 
(nght to life) of the Constitution 
and thus should be effaced from 
the statute book the stand being 
that as suicide causes no harm to 
others, the State's interfeiencc with 
the personal liberty of tlie 
concerned person is not called tor 
Referring to various apex court 
rulings on the "positive content of 
the nght to life under Article 21, as 
embracing the right to live with 
digmty, right to education, nght to 
health and right to enjoy personal 
friHjdoms for one's development in 
alt spheres, the court nested that "in 
any case a peison cannot be forced 
to enjoy his nght to life to his 
detnmenl, disadvantage or 
disliking" Isn't that a contradiction 
to the figures on suinde listed by 
Mr A—that the \ ictims are mostly 
the young urban dwellers of 
advanced countries'^ The old and 
the poor of Third World countiies 
should be the ones committing 
suicide, because they are the ones 
who exist in the absence of even the 
basic needs ol food, shelter, 
education and health' No, they are 


surviving and spawning, thank 
you It IS the pressure that 
kills—^the pressure of walkmg the 
treadmill of fame and fortune while 
relationships fall off the side It is 
not the financial, but the emobonal 
bankruptcy that kills By giving the 
go-ahead on suicide, are we also 
flagging off the race on robotised 
individuals'? Carry on until you 
breakdown and voluntanlv deposit 
yourself on the junk heap of life's 
discards'? If life and liberty are 
sacrosanct, is not nursmg life and 
liberty equally sacrosancf? Suicide 
IS utterly banctui for society, which 
IS the collective organisation of all 
men and all women As the good 
dcKtor said, suiicide finishes the 
agony of the vichm, but what does 
It do to the family? It might be a 
small tear in the emotional fabric of 
one family, but what happens when 
the number of such families 
increases? We will get a society that 
IS torn into jagged strips' 

MrC Does Mr B realise that 

the suicide late in India vanes from 
6 3 to 8 8 per 1,00,000 population or 
that Bangalore which earned itselt 
the sobiiquet ot suicide city nearly 
a decade ago records an average 
1,000 siiK ides and around 30,000 
attempted suicides every year? 
Section 309 didn t stop these people 
then, noi would have its 
effacement then A thief steals for 
the money, a murdemr kills foi 
revenge or possessions or 
jTsychosis, a rapist rapes tor lust, a 
driver laces his carat 300 kmph for 
the thrill Docs the heavy hand of 
law stop them? Does the thought of 
the gallows ot death stop them? 

No If a man is too defeated or 
depressed to carry on do you thmk 
the thought of punishment will 
deter him? If we have the right to 
liv e what's wrong in having the 
right to die? Not only was it a 
sensible judgement in that it struck 
down a clause where the failure to 
do an act invites punishment and 
not the act itself, but it has also 
recognised the fact that suicide is a 
psychiatric problem and not a 


manifestabon of criminal insbnct 
The judges have merelv echcxid 
what Mr A pointed out that "what 
IS needed to take care of 
suicide-prone persons are soft 
words and wise counselling and 
not stony dealing by a jailor 
following harsh treatment meted 
out by a heartless prosecutor" By 
effacing Section 309, we ha\ e 
humanist>d our laws "for it is a 
cruel and irrational pnwision and it 
may result in punishing a pierson 
agam (doubly) who has suffered 
agony and would be undergoing 
Ignominy because of his failure to 
commit suicide" The judgement 
has put us on the global 
wavelength with UK, USA, foimer 
USSR etc where suicide i‘ not a 
punitive offence Anywav, whv 
such a hue and erv ovei death, 
when the 20th century seems to 
have turnc*d birth into child s plav? 

The likes c>f Mi B sa\ that lile is a 
gift from t>od and only 11“ can 
decide w hen to snuH it out but 
what about test tube babies spi«rm 
banks in vitio fertilization life 
glowing in petii-dishes rathe r than 
the w omb'* I am sure (»od didn t 
visualise all these In tech biitto' 

I hue art plenty of other things 
that v\e humans indulge in that 
would dc ny us a he avenly abode | 
SC)why the s,inttimonioiis | 

hypocrisy regarding an 
unsehedukd deparfuie to the 
nethcrwoild? As foi pe*opk saying 
that this judgement will legalise 
Sati do they realise that there is a , 
separate law lor it, namely, the 
Punishment ot Sati (Prevention) 

Act 1987? As to apprehensions that 
the police will no longer be able to 
arrest pcoplt attempting 
self-immolation and tasts unto 
death—if these events take place in 
public, which IS imanablv the case, 
the person cone emed can always 
be arrested undei being a public 
nuisance' Finally do we arrest 
piofv'ssi inal boxers, car racers etc 
after a bout or a race? After all they 
had just attempted probability 
suicide, as categonsed by 
Mr A 
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^'Deeds always speak 
louder than words." 

If w 01 could move the moun- 
taiirt or change the course of 11 \ ers, 
only demagogues would havi ruled 
the destiny of mankind hortunately 
such IS not the fate ot human lace 
Wheieas words weave a cobweb of 
images and illusions, deeds deliver 
the results ami i arve a distinct niche 
on the moving sands ot time and 
tide No dembt the impact ot scintil 
lating words is stirring on the hs 
tenets but that ot self-speaking 
deeds IS clcctrilying Actions past 
and present, aie eloquent enough to 
captivate us with their intrinsic 
woi th, for whose efficacy no other 
evidence is required Words are in 
the habit of pKi) ing w ith human 
emotions whereas actions translate 
those uiges into fac tual form It is 
the chain of uninterrupted actions 
that have blessed us w ith the gifts 
of marvellous materialism, supi rb 
successes in the domains of s< lence 
and technology, spectrum ot aitistic 
creations, magnificent rminitesia 
tions of music and melodj dance 
and diama and so on With brain 
and brawn working hand in glove 
with each othei, oven the sky ma^ 
not be the limit It all goes well 
more and more see rets of nature 
will be known in futuie because* 
'deeds alwavs sjicak louder than 
words 

"The enrichment of life 
with ideas has to be a 
continuous concern." 

Vailavlhrul 

Till toda\ human hidorv con 
tinues to be the lalU'st testimemy to 
the ringing role that ideas hive 
played in its oniicliment and c*x 
ubcrance There* an* no two 
opinions on the fac t tliat sue h an t n 
richmcnt is nc»l a one time freak oi 
stroke nor is it a icsull of some cold 
calculation Unli'ss wait r is kept 


flowing and movmg, it tends to 
stagnate and stmk In the same 
vein, men of character and commit¬ 
ment, have to jostle with the nega¬ 
tive forces of life that tend to thwart 
its onward march towards the 
rc'velation of mysteries and the 
breaking of mental barriers inimical 
to fresh ideas The moment human 
beings become morally morbid and 
spirituallv stciile in concepts and ac 
tions lile becomes a cess-pool of 
compliiceni y and corruption In 
oidei to keep the flame of life 
burning with some moving mis¬ 
sion and motto, it has to be nursed 
and nouushed with creative ideas 
and edifying ideals No society, 
howev er rich or elilisi it may be, 
can afford to live on it> past 
laurels alone It needs to be c*n 
riched and even invigoiated, from 
time to time w ith fiesh uteas 

"Justice delayed is justice 
denied." 

1 he gicatest gixid of the 
greatest number is what justice is all 
about (JeiemyBentham) All over 
theavilised world theveracitv ot 
the statement n(*eds neither am 
reiterahon nor any affirmation It is 
m Itself an established truth foi 
whose validity, rules and rulers in 
all ages weic tuned and turned so 
that the fan name of justice did not 
get a foul flav oui It is a pity to s**!* 
people lushing to couits for justice 
but finding it delayed beyond 
patience In some cases the hope of 
petting justice is so much frustrated 
by deliberate delay that it becomes 
almost a denial Whether justice is 
to come from Hie com ts c>r tiom the 
'powers that be' there is no denying 
the fact that anv inordinate delay in 
dispersing justice to the affected 
people IS the w orst ty pe of tyranny 
Despite our cacophonous claims to 
the contrary, India continues to be* 
the luckless land whete courts are 
hauntod by millions of (pending) 


cases woefully waiting for jusbcc 
day after day and yeat after year 

"The faith that stands on 
authority is no faith." 

—R W Itmsm 
Faith is such a tare virtue of life 
as needs neithei external piops to 
supjxirt It nor any internal compul¬ 
sions to sustain it It emerges out of 
one s own volition of heart and will¬ 
ingness ot mind It IS a trust m some¬ 
thing much higher in spiritual 
status and mortal mortiiication It 
discards those elements that blur 
our mental \ ision and blind oui im¬ 
agination It looks for no favour out¬ 
side nor docs it melt before fear It is 
above worldly considc'rahons bc*- 
causc its c urv es and contours are 
conci IV ed in moments of ecstasv 
and nwignalion Neither the spcctie 
ot mysterious lorci s nor that ot a 
ruler s s» I'ptn can mould its moor 
mgs Those who make a show oft of 
their luvaltv to the authoritv of the 
wieldt'rs are men of clay with no 
undeistanding of faith and w hit it 
stands for Since faith is the volun 
tary expression ot trust in C>od oi 
Div me Power, it is not the result of 
anv coercion Anything pushtHl 
down the thniat howevu delicious 
oi darling it may be is likely to be 
lejec ted by the stomach Similarly, 
all tenets and testaments of lehgion, 
old oi new foaed on the people 
against their will or convichon are 
most likely to be jettisoned with the 
disdain they deserve A ruler s 
authority may bend the backs of the 
dissidents or non-behevers but it 
cannot compel them to follow his 
dictates in matters of personal faith 
Since faith represents the sweet 
string of ti ust and truthfulness, it can¬ 
not resort to brute force of authority 
or the savagery of suppression It is 
mild as melody and moving as 
music It only knows the language of 
love and the lustre of msij^t into the 
life of things and objects 
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CURRENT AFfAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA-USA RELATIONS 

Prime Minister Rao's US Visit 

P RIME Minister PV Narasimha Rao returned on May 
21,1994 after a week-long successful visit to the USA 
There was a great deal of controversy and speculation 
befoie his visit, but all that was set to rest 

The Indian diplomats feel that the visit will certainly 
gne a fillip to the relations between the two countiios 
Indo-US ties had bc*en at their lowest ebb duting past few 
months 

One of the first measure that has been agreed to by the 
two Icadci s IS to establish high-level contact Mr Rao has 
started this b\ in\ iting Mi ciinton to visit India Mr Clin¬ 
ton has accepted the insitation m pnnciple 

Addressing a Press confeience, Mr Rao said, "My 
discussions isith President Clinton have convinced me 
that India .ind the US can develop a bilateral relation¬ 
ship ot maluiitT and strength that can contribute not 
onh to the mutual gocut, but also to the world as a 
whole" 

In a joint statement aftei the summit talks, the two 
leaders ,ilsu iigrcvd that democracy, lespecl foi human 
lights and economic liberalisation provide the best foun¬ 
dation loi global stability and prospentv m the post-cold 
wareia 

One significant aspect cif the statement was that the 
two leaders agr(>ed on the need toi bilateral negotiations 
bc'hvc'en India and Pakistan, to resoise outstanding is 
sues, including |amnm and Kashmir, as envisaged in the 
Simla agreement This was tor the tirst lime that the US 
Piesidimt had himself categorically slated the US stand on 
Ktislimn, which caUs for a solution under the Simla agiee- 
ment 

The two leaders also pledged to intensity their 
cooperative efforts to achieve a aimprehensive test ban 
treaty and a venfiable ban on the production of fissile 
materials fot nuclear weapons 

Pnme Minister Rao also accepted, m pnnapal, the 
proposal of US Defence Secretary, Mr William) Perry, for 
increased military-to-military cooperation between India 
and USA 

While addressing the joint session of the US Senate 
and the House of Representatives, Mr Rao made Indian 
differences with the US posibon clear on point by point 


basis During his address he made a dramatic call for 
nuclear disarmament beginning with an international "no 
first use" pact, and an agreement to ouflaw the use of 
nuclear weapons These short-term measures, he said, 
should be followed bv multilateral negotiations for a 
nuclear-free world 

Mr Rao also invited the Congressmen to visit Punjab 
to sc‘e for themselves the leal state of affairs there, mstead 
of gomg by the anti-lndia propaganda about the human 
rights situation 

Duiing Mr R<u>'s visit six Memorandums of Under¬ 
standing (MoU), relating to cooj?eiation on a variety of 
issues including trade and commerce, technology transfer 
and defence, were signisJ The tw'o countries also dec ided 
to revive the Indo-US Joint Commission of 1974, ixgin- 
mng with the revival ot the sub-comnussion on trade and 
economj 

(A/ .<) s r under Cover Featute on page 956) 

INDIA-BULGARIA 

RELATIONS 

Vifeit of President to Sofia 

P RIiSIDFNI Shankai Dayal Sharma arrived at Sofia, 
capital ot Bulgaria, on 26, 1994, on a tour-day 
Stale visit that resulted m a quantum jump in ttie reLitions 
betwevn-the tw o countiies 

Duiing Or Sharma's s ibit, six agreements, including 
on uxiperation m combating mteinahonai terrorism and 
illicit drug tralficking, and on double taxation, were 
signed The \ i>it also coini ided with the 40th anmvctsary 
ot the establishment of diplumabc relations between the 
two countiies 

President S1) Sharma was the first high-level Indiiui 
dignitary to Msit Bulg.iria, since Vice-President R 
Vi*nkataraman's visit in 1985 

President Shaima also addressed the Bulgarian Na¬ 
tional Assembly 1 he address, which coinaded witii the 
obsen’ance of jawahailal Nehru's death anniversary, was 
full of lelercnces to the virtues of parliamentary 
democrao, secularism and the rule ot law 

During the meeeting between President Sharma and 
Bulgarian Pnme Minister, Mr Lvuben Berov, it was agreed 
to furthei cooperate m crucial areas of banking, science 
and technology, automobile components and in the 
private sector 

Emphasis on greater cooperabon in the economic 
held came in the backdrop of almost negligible trade 
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■; between the two countries, since the collapse of the Soviet 
: UiUon. 

ilNlilA-ROMANIA 

RELATIONS 

: ^sident Sharma's \^sit 

O N May 30, 1994, President Shankar Dayal Sharma 
arrived in Romania for a four*day State visit. The 
main aim of the visit was to give impetus to establishing 
a qualitatively new relationship with Romania, after the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union. 

During President Sharma's visit four agreements, in¬ 
cluding one on cooperation in combating international 
terrorism, on tourism promotion and cultural exchanges, 
were signed. 

The declaration of principles and directions of 
cooperation provides that the relations between the two 
' countries shall be governed by mutual respect for inde¬ 
pendence, national sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
' ncm-interference in each other's internal affairs. The two 
countries will cooperate in the political, economic, com¬ 
mercial, financial, scientific, technological, industrial, 
agricultural and other fields. They also undertook not to 
participate in or join military alliances aimed against each 
other. 

The President also addressed a joint session of the two 
Houses of the Romanian Parliament. He was applauded 
when he told the elected representatives that they 
epitomised the struggle for freedom, striving for develop¬ 
ment, edeavours for the cause of democracy and political 
pluralism, human rights and individual i^edom. They 
also carried the heavy resportsibility of translating nation¬ 
al aspirations into reality. 

To drive home the point that India was a multi-ethnic 
and multi-religious society and a genuine practitioner of 
Parliamentary democracy. Dr Sharma resorted to the 
rather novel practice of introducing all the ministers and 
MPs accompanying him. 

Romania is also a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and 
multi-religious stjciety. The break-up of the former Soviet 
Union, and then of Yugoslavia, has raised the spectre of 
self-determination being carried to the extreme in this 
region. India, as a compesite culture has an important 
. message to give that the policies of secularism, harmony 
and tolerance, combined with democracy, is the only solu¬ 
tion to the problems of the region. 

The President also undertook a tour of the unfinished 
Parliament Palace, the construction of which was started 
during the regime of the dictator Ceauscscu. The con¬ 
troversial building, which occupies an area of 145 acres, is 
the largest administrative building in Europe and ^e 
second largest in the world after the Pentagon. 

Romania made it known that it fully supported 
Indja'sstand that international action should be launched 
against terrorism and that the Kashmir issue should be 


solved peacefully and by negotiations imder the Simla 
agreement. Dr Sharma expressed India's appreciation of 
the stand taken by Romania on Kashmte issue. 

With the visits of President S.D. Sharma to Bulgaria 
and Romania, India has now institutionalised and for¬ 
malised its political and economic relations with most of 
Ate East European countries, and also OS, to give content 
and substance to India's relations with these countries, 
after ftre disintegration of the Soviet Union and overthrow 
of die communist rule. 

These countries had initially looked to the west for 
their economic salvation. But aft^ a steep fall in industrial 
production and runaway inflation they have realised now 
that old economic and political relations need to be 
revitalised with cormtries such as India, which have good 
economic potential and can be good partners for develop¬ 
ment. 

DEFENCE 

Trithvi' vital for defence 

A ccording to the defence journal. The Indian Defence 
Revicyv, India's short range surfacc-to-surface missile, 
Prithvi, the field trials of which were successfully under¬ 
taken on July 4,1994 and days following it, is vital for 
India's defence. 

The defence experts feci that India must have a com¬ 
plete missile system, if only for its deterrence value, exter¬ 
nal pressures to give it up notwithstanding. 

According to Maj Gen D. Banncrjee, "India must 
develop a complete missile system to deter any neigh¬ 
bouring countries, who are pursuing aggressive missile 
programmes, from launching missile attacks on India. 

'T don't believe in destruction of cities with missiles, 
but if the enemy knows that you have your owm missile 
they will think twice before firing one at you", he said. 

India has both offensive and defensive missile 
capabilities. Pritiwi and Agni fall in the category of offen¬ 
sive missiles. While Pntiwi has attained the operational 
status, Agni is .still in developmental stage. 

However, the Indian government has made it known 
that Agtti is just a technology demonstration and it has not 
decided to produce Agni for the armed forces. 

The defensive missiles in India's arsenal are Akash 
and Trishul, both capable of intercepting aircraft and mis¬ 
siles. Both have been inducted for use by the services. 

'Prithvi' missile: With its short reaction time, super¬ 
sonic speed and ruggedness, Prithvi could prove more 
effective than air strikes under many battlefield cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The transporter-mounted mi.ssile can be taken close to 
the forward line, over any kind of terrain. Its main use 
would be in destroying troop concentrations, crippling air 
bases and striking at large static installations and head¬ 
quarters. 

Unlike its predecessor, the Soviet-made Scuds, whldt 
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foSow a purely ballistic trajectory, Pritfm's fli^t is con¬ 
trolled ^rou^out by an on-board con^utsr. Pnihvi is far 
more Mxurate turn the Scud missiles. Over a 250-km 
range, the Pritkvi will drift only about O.l ^ cent or 250 
metres. The accuracy of Prithvi comes wiflt the use of 
liquid ftiel engines which enable ftte fli^t to be ccmtrotled 
duoughout. 

The Scud missiles use solid fuels. Solid fuels, once 
fired bum out fully. Therefore, once die missUe reaches the 
peak altitude, and the thrust is cut off, the vehicle follows 
a purely ballistic trajectory. But with a liquid propellant 
die rate of burning can be controlled through real-time 
commands to the ^-Board Computer (OBC). Hence, the 
altitude and range of the missile become greatly flexible. 
PrUhvi also has six alternate pre-programmed tr^ectories. 
Appropriate commands to die OBC move the wings to 
achieve one of diese. Such a capability makes the missile 
immune to counter missile systems like the Patriot. 

The 8.5 metre high and one-metre thick surface-to- 
surface missile can go upto a maximum of 250 km with 
500 kg warhead and 150 km widi a 1000 kg warhead. The 
first successful experimental launch was done on 
February 25,1988. 

ELECTIONS 

By-elections 

I N the by-elections, held for seven Ijjk Sabha seats, the 
ruling Congress improved its strength in the Lok.Sabha 
to 268 with four victories. The main opposition party, BJP, 
with its lone victory in Meerut in Uttar Pradesh, raised its 
strength to 118. 

Left Front partner, RSP, got back to its original 
strength of four by retaining the Berhampore seat in West 
Bengal. 

The Vaishali seat in Bihar was won by the Bihar 
People's Party. 

Earlier the Election Commission had postponed the 
assembly by-poll elections in Ajnala in Punjab and six 
assembly segments in Uttar Pradesh in view of the 
"blatant violation of the model code of conduct" by the 
Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav of Uttar Pradesh 
and ft»e government of Punjab. The EC fixed the new date 
to September 24,1994. 

While in Punjab the Election Commission took strong 
exception to the govemmmt's intention to include certain 
communities in the list of backward classes, in Uttar 
Pradesh the Chief Minister was accused of using a 
helicopter of a society controlled by the State government 
officials. 

The postponement was, however, challenged in the 
Supreme Court by the Samajvadi Party. In a significant 
order, the Supreme Court diluted the Chief Election 
Commissioner to hold elections on May 31, 1994. The 
court obsraved that there was no violation of the model 
code of conduct by the Chief Minister. 


Following the Supreme Court order, the Election 
Commiasiem agreed to hold the Ajnala by-poll also on 
May 31. 

PLANNING 

Plan body for new role 

T he Planning Commission has embarked upon a 
"serious introspective exercise" to fre^y delineate 
the role of the planning process in a kee markrt economy s. 
in the post-liberalisation era. 

A Planning Commission document titled "The Indian 
Planning process and an agenda for its reorientation", 
notes that the failures of planning interventions had been 
more glaring where the State participated directly in 
production. However, reasonably good and successful 
results had been obtained when the State played a 
facilitating role. 

The document also notes that the functioning of a free 
market was essential for evaluation of efficiency. In the 
absence of a free market, the system became blind to costs 
and efficienc}', and led to enormous wastage of resources, 
ultimately resulting in wasting of growth potential. 

The document, however, r^ted the extreme view 
that planning ceased to play any role in a free market. 

The document stressed that markets could not per- . 
form the roles of creating social infrastructure for 
human development, protecting of ecology, protecting 
the weak, etc on their own and planning interventions 
were needed for gently guiding tiie markets to achieve 
some of the social objectives to which they were not 
very sensitive. 

VAT to replace sales tax 

I N a major development, the Finance Ministers of Siatre 
have decided to set-up a committee of Finance Ministers 
to suggest methods of implementing Value Added 
Tax (VAT), in a phased manner, as a substitute to sal^ 
tax. 

The Finance Ministers were responding to an appeal 
made by the Union Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, to gradually move towards a VAT system as part of 
the ongoing rationalisation of the taxation system. 

The Finance Minister of Maharashtra has called for an . ■ 
innovative approach in taxation so that the system erf 
taxation promoted ratiier than hindered the globalisation of 
the Indian economy. However he said that due weightage 
will have to be given to tiie needs of tiNe State governments 
for revalue and to the legitimate constitutional rights of the 
State governments, in foe field of taxation. 

On the introductiem of VAT, Mr Adik said that the 
Central government and the State gcwiernments will have 
to levy independentiy and separati^y .tuidl CQll«:t it for 
their own respective purposes. iTte Shite govemm^t 
.should not be made di^ndent on l^e Centre for assign¬ 
ment of revenue, he added. 

Finance Minister of Kmla, Mr O. Chandy, said that 
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detailed discussions should be held before introducii^ 
VAT at the national level. Sales tax being the main source 
' . o{,fq>Fome for the State, its autonomy in matter should 
be si^uaided, he said. Even though Kerala is the first 
State to have introduced VAT, in the 1993-94 Budget, tire 
State has its reservations on the full-fledged introduction 
of VAT at tire natiotrai level, he added. 

India to get $ 7 billion World Bank Loan 

T he World Bank proposes to lend about $ 7 billion to 
India, over the next three years, depending on the 
availability of quality development projects in the 
country. Almost half of the proposed loan would come 
from tire conc^ionary lending agency of the Bank, the 
Internationa] Development Association. 

The support would be focussed on poverty alleviation 
, programmes in the rural areas, including health prc^am- 
mes. 

RBI's Credit Poliq^, 1994-95 

T he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has identified contain¬ 
ment of inflation as a paramount objective of the 
monetary policy during 1994-95. To that end it has 
decided to pursue a delilterate "tight monetary policy" in 
the first half of the financial year. 

The highlights of the policy are: 

■ 14-15 per cent growth target for money supply 
dirring 1994-95. 

■ Focus on containing and rolling back inflation. 

■ SLR cut by one percentage point. 

■ Impact of foreign capital on monetary expansion 
to be moderated. 

■ Banks allowed greater flexibility in investments. 

■ Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) hiked by one percentage 
point. 

EDUCATION 

Ban imposed on capitation fee 

T he Education Ministry has finally issued guidelines 
for merit-based admissions and a two-tier fee struc¬ 
ture for private professional colleges, effective from the 
academic year 1994. 

The new guidelines prohibit private colleges from 
taking capitation fees in any form or under any name. 
Admission will be solely on the basis of a common 
entrance examination. 

The private colleges will, however, have two 
categories of seats—"frt?e" seats for which the fee will be 
the same as governmental institutions in the same area 
and "payment" seats for which the fee will be substantial¬ 
ly higjtier but regulated by a standing committee for three- 
year period. 

Management quotas have also been banned. How¬ 
ever, a private professional college can reserve seats for 
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candidates from weaker sections of society, in accotdaitee 
with government rules. Admission to these scats will also 
be on merit. 

The regulations will not apply to the DTj, HMs, 
regional engineering colleges and colleges aided by the 
Centre or State governments. 

The guiddines have been notified as the All-India Coun¬ 
cil for Te^ical Education (AlCTE) Regulations, 1994. 

DEMOCRATIC 

DECENTRALISATION 

Ordinance on Nagarpalika Act 

O N May 23,1994 the government issued an ordinance 
on the new Nagarpalika Act to cover some States and 
Union Territories which had failed to pass the relevant 
bill. The Ordinance was issued to bring the States and UTs 
in line with the Constitution (74th amendment) Act, 
popularly known as Nagarpalika Act, which came into 
force on May 31,1994. 

AH the States and UTs amended their municipal laws 
in conformity with the provisions of the Nagarpalika Act 
by May 31, 1994 thus granting constitutional status to 
municipalities. 

The 74th Amendment Act provides for constituting 
three types of mimicipalities namely, Nagar Panchayats 
for transitional area, municipal council for smaller urban 
area and municipal corporation for larger urban area. The 
seats in municipalities are to be filled by direct elections 
and not less than one-third of the total number of seats 
will be reserved for women. 

To protect the urban local bodies against indis¬ 
criminate supprfession the Act provides that if a 
municipality is dissolved before completing its term of 
five years, election for constituting a new municipality 
will have to be completed within a period of six months 
from the date of dissolution. 

CONSTITUTION 

Fundamental Rights can be suspended 
during Emergency: SC 

A nine-judge Coastitution bench of the Supreme Court 
ruled on May 11,1994 that during the period of emer¬ 
gency, the President is empowered to suspend fundamen¬ 
tal rights of the people and a detenu has no locus standi to 
question the reasons or grounds of his detention. 

While upholding the emergency provisions, the 
court ruled that during the period the Presidential order 
under Article 359 (1), .suspending enforcement of certain 
rights conferred by Part HI (Chapter on Fundamental 
Rights) was in operation, the State was empowered to 
make any law or to take any executive action inconsistent 
with such rights. 

"All this is so because the emergency priKlaimed to 
meet the threa t to the security of India has to be effectively 
implemented. The requirements of emei^ency ctmstitute 


botiK ttie foundation as well as an in^lied limitation upon 
foe power. What is warranted is what is necessary for 
effective implementation of emei^ncy", foe judges ob¬ 
served. 

POLITICAL 

SC ruling on dismissal of BJP governments 
'flawed', says Advani 

T he President of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Mr 
LK. Advani, has described Che judgement of foe 
Supreme Court, upholding the dismissal of the BJP 
governments in three States following foe Ayodhya inci¬ 
dent as "seriously flawed". He warned that It has 
"opened the floodgates for even greater abuse of Article 
356 of foe Constitution than before", 

Mr Advani, however, ruled out his party challenging foe 
SC verdict. "Nevertheless, the party would take foe issue to 
the people through a sustainea campaign", he said. 

He further added that BJP would press hard for 
providing a safeguard with respect to Article 356, 
whereby proclamation of Presidential rule must secure 
approval of Parliament by a two-thirds majority, and not 
by a simple majority, as is foe case at present. 

The observations by Mr Advani were made in refer¬ 
ence to a report of foe sub-committee set-up by BJP to 
study and analyse the judgement. 

The BJP reaction on SC verdict was, however, flayed 
by the Congress, the CPM and the CPI. 

TELECOMMUNICATION 

New telecom policy 

I N the new telecom policy announced by the govern¬ 
ment, foe entry of the private sector in basic telephone 
services, on terms similar to those applicable for value- 
added services, has been allowed. 

The policy has also decided to shelve restructuring 
the Department of Telecommunications (D.T.). The status 
of foe Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd (MTNL) has been 
maintained. 

Other highlights are; 

■ Telephone connections to be available on demand 
in urban areas by 1997. 

■ All villages to be covered under telecom network 
by 1997. 

■ Provision of sovereign guarantees to private com¬ 
panies ruled out. 

■ Indigenous research and development 
mechanism to be set-up with suitable funding to moder¬ 
nise foe available technologies. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ISSUE 

Leaders Join Dharna 

T A TORLD'S longest sit-in or dharm has been going on at 
V V the gates of the Union Public Savice Commission 


(UPSC) for sue years. It saw a dramatic political take-off on 
May 12,1994 when scores of political leaders joined foe 
dharm and expressed their solidarity with the handful of , 
young men who have been sitting outside foe UPSC of¬ 
fice, since 1988, to press foeir demands for removal of foe ; 
compulsory English paper in its various national ex¬ 
aminations. 

On May 12 the agitators were joined by former Rxssi* 
dent of India, Giani Zail Singh, Mr Devi LaC hfo V.P. Sin^, 
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and host of MPs ffom all parties. 
Many influential litterateurs like Mr Vidya Nivas Mifora, 
Kamieshwar and K.L. Nandan also joined the dharm. 

The agitators are grouped under the banner of AkhS 
Bharatiya Bttasha Sanrideshan Sangathan (ABBS). Their plea 
is that present compulsion to clear Engi^h bei^fits cmly a 
tiny westernized, urban educated youth, ABBSS is 
demanding that foe compulsory English paper should be 
replaced with foe choice of passing a paper in any Indian 
language. 

BANKING 

Banking Companies Bill passed 

O N May 9, 1994 the Lok Sabha passed foe Banking 
Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of Undertak¬ 
ings) Amendment Bill, 1993 to enable the naticmalised 
banks approach the capital market to raise fresh equity to 
meet foeir shortfall in capital requirements. The Par¬ 
ties and janata Dal .staged a walk-out alleging that this 
was foe first step towards handing over the banks to 
foreign capital. 

The bill i.s a follow-up to the Naraslmhan Committee 
recommendations on foe financial sector reforms which 
had prescribed norms for income recognition and 
provision and also for capital adequacy in relation to risk 
weighted assets of banks. 

Si>me of the amendments proposed in the bill are: 

■ The board of directors of foe nationalised banks 
nray, after consultation with RBI and with the previous 
sanction of the Centre, raise foeir paid-up capital by 
public issue, subject to the condition foat foe Centre shall 
at all times hold not less than 51 per cent of foe paid-up 
capital. 

■ The authorised capital of every nationalised baitk 
shall be divided into 150 crore fully paid-up slures of Rs 
10 each. 

■ The shares of a nationalised bank not held by the 
Central govmtment shall be freely transferable. 

■ No shareholder, other than foe Central govern¬ 
ment, shall be entitled to exercise voting rights in respect 
of any shares held by him in excess of one per cent or the 
total voting rights of all foe shareholders of foe bank. 

ASSAM 

Massacres in Kokrajhar 

O N May 28,1994, foe Bodo terrorists went on a killing 
spree in Kokrajhar district, massacring adMSt40 per- 
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sons and burning down several villages, "nie government 
had to call-out the Army and shoot-at-s^t orders had to 
be^ja8ued. 

The incident is suspected to be a fall-out of differences 
between two rival political factions of Bodo tribals. 

The killing and burning of houses started after 
rumours spread that All Assam Bodo Students' Union 
(ABSU) leaders were not invited for foe tripartite talks to 
solve the Bodo impasse. 

Over past few years more and more land belonging to 
the tribals had gradually come under the occupation of 
non-tribals. This has created a sense of insecurity and 
deprivation among the tribal people. 

HARYANA 

Dangi quits over SC verdict 

P UBLIC Works Uepartmoit Minister of Haryana, Mr 
Anand Singh Dangi, tendered his resigiuition on May 
16, 1994 in wake of the judgement of Supreme Court 
quashing foe appointment of 96 taxation inspectors who 
were appointed when Mr Dangi was the Chairman of foe 
Subordinate .Services Selection Board during Mr O.P. 
Chautala's regime. 

Besides setting aside the appointments of the taxation 
inspectors, the apex court had imposed a personal fine of 
Rs 10,000 on foe respond«its, including Mr Dangi. 

The judges observed that "from a Minister to a 
menial, everyone has been dishonest to gain undue ad¬ 
vantage.It shocks our conscience to come across such 

a sy^matic fraud." 

SIKKIM 

Bhandari loses trust motion 

O N May 17, 1994 the Sikkim Chief Minister, Mr Nar 
Bahadur Bhandari lost foe trial of strength in the State 
Assembly by two votes, thus forcing him to resign. This 
brought to an end foe 15-year reign of Mr Bhandari. 

Mr Bhandari's government was reduced to a minority 
when 18 of foe 31 Sikkim Sangram Parishad (SSP) legis¬ 
lators withdrew their support and elected Mr Sanchamari 
Limboo as their leader. 

After the resignation of Mr Bhandari, Mr Limboo was 
swom-in as the new Chief Minister of Sikkim. 

The new ministry is foe fifth since Sikkim's merger 
with India in 1975. 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Pak 'resumes' aid to terrorists 

A ccording to a Washington Post report Pakistan has 
resumed arming, training and providing logistical 
support to Kashmiri militants "less than a year after con¬ 
vincing the US government that it had adopted a hands- 
off policy". 

The report says that Pakistan had suspended active 


support for the insurgency, in 1993, when foe lUS 
threatened to add it to foe Ust of countries sponsoring 
terrorism. During the intervening period, Pakistan 
"privatised" its Kashmir operations, funnelling s.upport 
to the militants through non-govemmental osganisationf 
However, after the US decided not to add Pa^tan to the 
terrorist list, the army resumed its active operations in 
Kashmir. 

PM VOWS to crush terrorism 

/'^N May 23,1994 the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasim- 
v-/ha Rao, vowed to crush terrorism in ]ammu and 
Kafomir and stated tiiat steps were being taken to initiate 
political process in foe valley; for restoration of normalcy. 

Prime Minister Rao was addressing over 300 Youfo i 
Congress workers who had assembled at his residence to | 
take over foe Balidaan /yoti,'symbolisir^ "sacritice of the 
assassinated Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi". The Balidaan \ 
fyoti has been installed at foe AIYC headquarters. j 

Israel's offer on sealing J-K border 

T he government of Israel has offered its expertise aind 
technical knowhow for sealing foe border and high 
mountain passes along foe Line of Control in Kashmir 
Valley. The proposal envisages sealing in patches nearly 
600 km of border stretch. 

The Israelis have offered to install electronic wiring 
system with alarm an^ beeper signals which would detect 
human movement. 

Once installed, the system is expected to prove a 
"death blow" to plans of Inter Services Intelligence of , 
Pakistan for massive infiltration along foe LOC. 

Pak could lose plebiscite; Benazir 

S PEAKING to foe Nai* York Times, Pakistani Prime Min¬ 
ister, Ms Benazir Bhutto indicated that Pakistan could 
"lose" a plebiscite if the option of independence was 
given to the people of Kashmir. She, however, added that 
Pakistan would not agree to an independent Kashmir. 

"When people raise foe question of an independent 
Kashmir, we feel that it is a ploy to divide foe i6ishmiri 
vote", she said. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

MIDDLE EAST 

Israel begins power transfer in Gaza Strip 

O N May \\, 1994, Israel began a long-ddayed transfer' 
of authority to foe FLO in Gaza Strip and Jericho, one 
week after the signing of the historic peace accord. 

The first military base to be handed over to foe Pales¬ 
tinian police was in foe town of Deir al-Balah. This was the 
first installation to come under Palestinian control after 27 
years of Israeli occupation. 

The streets, always deserted after dark, due to a night 
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Curfew imposed by Israeli army, were filled with 
didusands of excited Palestinians vdtnessing die momen¬ 
tous transition into the early hours of morning. 

The last Israeli soldiers pulled out of Gaza Strip on 
May 18, 1994, amid hail of stones, bottles and sticks 
dirown at them by hundreds of Palestinians. 

Under the Oslo Agreement the Israelis were to 
withdraw from the occupied territories by April 15,1994. 
But the withdrawal could not even begin by that day. The 
deal was re-negotiated in a meeting in Cairo. The Cairo 
document granted Israelis only 14 days to pull out. They 
were willing to complete the process much earlier than 
that, but for the PLO request for some time to prepare for 
the 9000-strong Palestinian police force. 

The withdrawal of ttie Israeli security forces does not 
mark the end of Israeli presence in the “occupied 
territory". They would be present to guard the Jewish 
settlements, a tickli.sh issue which is yet to be resolved. 
Jewish settlers occupy about 10 per cent of the Gaza area 
and form less than one per cent of the population. 

Arafat cancels Israeli law in Gaza, Jericho: The PLO 
Chairman, Mr Yasser Arafat, took first step to asserting 
legal authority over the West Bank town of Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip, when he i.ssued an order on May 24, 1994, 
cancelling laws enforced by Israel during the 27 years t>f 
occupation. 

Before Israel occiipitri the territories, Jordanian law 
was applied in the West Bank while Egypt enforced a 
separate set of laws in the CJa/a Strip. The l*LO plans to 
enact one law for both the areas. 

YEMEN 

Civil war divides them once again 

O N May 21, 1994, South Yemen declared that it was 
seceding from United Yemen and forming a separate 
State. The move took place exactly four years after the two 
halves of the country came together in an uneasy merger. 

The break-up has resulted in the eruption of a bloody 
civil war. 

South Yemtm was declared as independent by the 
Yemini Vice-President Mr Ali Salem al-Baidh. Mr Baidh 
said that the new separate State would be called the 
Democratic Republic of Yemen. 

However, the Yemini Pre.sident, Mr Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, a northerner, dismissed the South's declaration of 
independence. He said that the announcement was 
, "illegitimate". 

On May 22, Russia became the first country to recog¬ 
nise the Yemini Democratic Republic. 

The conservative North and the Marxist SouUi united 
in 1990, but their armies never merged and continued 
dispute between the two leaderships finally led to the 
civil war. While the Southern leaders favour splitting frpm 
the Union and exploiting the new found oil ftelds, the 
Northern leaders want to keep the utuon, even if force is 


to be used. 

During the first few days of fightit^ 'fhe forces of 
Northern Yemen were able to gain upper hand and 
refused all feelers for ceasefire from the &uthem Yemini 
forces. The leadership of North Yeihen has described the 
leadership of Southern Yemen as "war criminals" and has 
been refusing to accept any ceasefire till ttie Southern 
forces agreed to a total surrender. 

Northern Yemenis say fiiat a ce 2 isefite that is not based 
on Yemen's unity would be tantamount to recognition exf 
Southern secessionists. 

The Southern leadershq:* claims that Norfii tried to 
erode any Soudiem role in the United Yemen. It says that 
the secession is irreversible. 

The stalemate continued till last reports. So did fi\e 
fighting and destruction. 

RWANDA 

Talks to end carnage 

O N May 30,1994, the warring parties in Rwanda met 
for the first time for talks on a UN truce plan to halt 
violence that had killed an estimated haIf-a-mitUoi:i 
people. 

The talks were held while gunfire continued around 
the capital Kigali, where the rebels belonging to the Rwan- 
■ da Patriotic Front (RPF) were said to have gained an upper 
ha nd. The rebels were reported to have captured the inter¬ 
na tional airport and some key military positions. 

The main aim of the UN was to improve conditions 
for the Rwandan people and allow aid to reach them. 

F.ar]ier the Rwandan rebels had dismissed the UN as 
incompetent and had refused to accept any mediation. 

Meanwhile the stalemate continued and people kept 
on dying In one of the worst civil wars of ttie region. 

Tn the initial days of the civil war the militias bdong^ 
ing to the Tutsi tribe, having the backing of five govern¬ 
ment forces, had massacred those belonging to die Hutu 
tribe. It is now feared that if the RPF rebels capture capital 
Kigali, diey will massacre people belonging to the Hutu 
tribe, in revenge of the killing of their people RPF rebels 
comprise of people belonging to Tutsi tribe. 

UN approves peace-keepers: On May 18,1994, the 
UN Security Council voted to send 5,500 peace-keqpers to 
war-tom Rwanda to try to .stem a humanitarian crisis of 
enormous proportions. 

The all-African force will protect civilians send reitef 
workers in areas where aid is being provided to 
thousands sufiering or displaced due to the civil war. 

But the peace-keepers will not be allowed to use force 
to stop the fighting or to prevent massacres in ar^ out¬ 
side their control. 

The resolution also imposes an immediate wcx’ldwide 
arms embargo on Rwanda. 
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
REPORT 

Call for more investment on development 

T H0E Human Development Report, 1994, has called for 
more investment on huntan development to provide 
basic education, primary health care, s^e drinking water 
aiul essential family planning services to all people by 
earmarking adeast 20 per cent of the existing developing 
country budgets and 20 per cent of donor aid allocations 
to these basic priority concerns. 

The HDR ranks Canada as the country with dte 
highest Human Development Index (HDI). India ranks 
134 and Pakistan 132. 

The HDI measures life expectancy, educational attain¬ 
ment and income level. It is a composite index of human 
welfare, rather dian income alone. 

The principal and the inspiration behind the concept 
of HDI is the former finance minister of P!akistan, Dr 
Mohbub U1 Haq. According to Dr Haq, the HDI "shows 
that the search for human security lies in the develop¬ 
ment, not in arms". 

East Asia, including ASEAN and China, have been 
given full marks in the 1994 report, for their exceptionally 
good performance in terms of HDI. 

The HDR has, however, regretted the fact that while 
defence expenditure has gone down worldwide by a large 
amount, between 1988 and 1993, this "peace dividend" 
has not been ased fully to increase the allocations for the 
world's poor nations and people. 

NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 

Meeting of Foreign Ministers 

T he Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) countries met in Cairo, Egypt, on June 1,1994, 
amidst calls to reform the movement to fit the post<old 
war world. However, the tables were turned and they 
ended up discussing an overhaul of die United Nations. 

India achieved a major diplomatic victory over Pakis¬ 
tan, when it successfully convinced the NAM foreign 
ministers to delink terrorism with struggle for self-deter¬ 
mination. The foreign ministers also decided that they 
will not involve directly in settling any dispute between 
two member countries. 

The meeting also decided not to merge NAM witii 
G-77, as demanded by some members. It was felt that 
NAM's role was political while G-77 aimed at achieving 
parity between the developed and the developing 
countries, in trade and otiier areas of development. 

India's proposal, to ask for a special session erf the UN 
General Assembly, to bring about a global consensus on 
complete disarmament, was also accepted. 

South Africa becomes 109th member South Africa 
has become the 109th member of NAM with the promise 


to work for the removal of ihequdlHes in the wodd and 
share its technological expertise with all developing 
coimtries. 

UN 

Mandate in Angola, Somalia extended 

O N June 1,1994, die UN Security Council extended the 
mandate of die peace-keeping operation in Angola 
till June 30,1994. The Council threatei4d to reconsider die 
world body's role if a peace accord was not reached by 
then. 

A UN sponsored peace agreement had been ham¬ 
mered out in 1991, after 16 years of civil war. But, UNITA 
rebels had refused to accept def^t in the elections held in 
1992. As a result the conflict started again. 

The Council has warned UNITA that trade and travel 
sanctions will be imposed against it if it did not accept the 
peace proposals by June 30. The Angolan government has 
already given unconditional acceptance to UN proposals. 

The sealed-down UN Peace-keeping mission in 
Somalia, UNTSOM-Il, has also been extended till Septem¬ 
ber 30,1994, with the provision that UNISOM-H's future 
be re-evaluated by the end of July. 

The Council has urged the warring parties in Somalia 
to voluntarily disarm, to cooperate with UNlSOM-ll and 
to keep the promises of national reconciliation which they 
had made at a conference in Nairobi, on March 24,1993. 

Arms ban against S. Africa lifted 

O N May 25,1994, the Security Council scrapped the 
17-year-old mandatory arms embargo against South 
Africa, following die installation of a non-racial govern¬ 
ment headed by Dr Nelson Mandela. 

The Council meeting marked the end of an era and 
was held symbolically on Africa Day. It opened with a 
speech by ^e first deputy president of South Africa, Mr 
Thabo Mkebi. He was the first member of the new govern¬ 
ment of South Africa to address the world body. 

The arms embargo was one of the last remaining 
punitive measure designed to force an end to apartheid. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

New US policy to curb N-proliferation 

'T’HE United States feels that proliferation of weapons of 
X mass destruction in the third world can only be slowed 
down; it cannot be avoided. Keeping tiiis in mind, USA 
has now adopted a major policy of "counter 
proliferation". 

The new policy calls for an emphasis on diplomatic i 
efforts to prevent other nations and terrorist groups from i 
acquiri ng or deploying weapons of mass destruction. j 

The President and the military commanders will be | 
given the tools they need and the maximum tactical | 
flexibility to respond to such threats where diplomatic i 
efforts fail. 
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humah rights 

Asia Watch flays Pak for Rights Abuses 

TN its latest report, the international human rights group, 
XAsia Watch, has brought to light serious abuses against 
th^ minorities in Pakist^, due to blamisation of civil and 
criminal laws. 

Asia Watch said that the laws had also dangerously 
undermined the fundamental rights of freedom of 
religion and expression of the minorities. 

According to the report, human rights are violated all 
over the world, in one form or another, but in Pakistan the 
situation was worst because its law-enforcing authorities 
protected and abetted these violations. 

Rights panel of Pak indicts army, 

Islamisation 

T he annual report of the human rights commission of 
Pakistan says that it sees no justification in the deploy¬ 
ment of army in Sindh and has blamed Islamisation for 
the violation of the rights of the minorities and women in 
the country. 

According to the report the presence of army has 
eroded civilian authority. On the other hand the situation 
continues to be grim. 

The report further adds that the religious laws were 
infringing on the rights of women. Under the fiadood 
ordinance, promulgated by Gen Zia-ul-Haq, a raped 
woman has to produce four witnesses to prove the 
crime otherwise she is punished on charges of adultry. 
Thus a large number of rape victims are languishing in 
jaii, on charges of adultry because they weie not able to 
produce four witnesses, and the rapist have been let-off 
scot-free. 

ITALY 

Berlusconi sworn in as Prime Minister 

O N May 10,1994, media tycenm Sih 'o Berlusconi was 
sworn in as the Prime Minister. He heads a coalition 
government that has brought the hard right to power for 
the first time since 1945. 

On May 19, a key confidence vote endorsed his 
coalition Cabinet by just four votes in the Upper House. 
The coalition "freedom alliance" of Mr Berlusconi con¬ 
sists of free-marketeers, neo-fascists and federalists. 
The presence of neo-fascist ministers has raised concern 
in Europe. 

Mr Berlusconi is owner of Europe's second largest 

f >rivate media empire. He entered politics only in late 
anuary, 1994. During his election campaign he had 
stressed on his success at business and promised he could 
do the same for Italy, through lower taxes and free 
enterprise incentives. 


UKRAINE 

Crisis in Crimea 

T he Black Sea province of Ukraine, Crimea, almost 
came on the verge of civil war on May 21,1994, whett i 
the government of Ukraine asked the Russian dominated 
legislature not to adopt a constitution which they feh 
amounted to a declaration of independence. The Uk- 
ranian parliament annulled their action and asked the 
Crimean legislatures to retract their vote within ten days. 
The Crimeans refused, thus resulting in the crisis. 

Crimea was part of Russia until 1954 and its leader¬ 
ship wants to re-unite. Ukranian government has vowed 
not to let this happen. About 70 per cent of the populaticm 
of Crimea is ethnic Russian. The Peninsula is also home to 
the Black Sea fleet—the once mighty Soviet armada that 
Russia and Ukraine have been fighting over since the 1991 
Soviet collapse. 

USA-PAKISTAN RELATIONS 

Pak seeks US help on Kashmir issue 

P RESIDENT of Pakistan, Mr Farooq Ahmad Leghari ' ’ 
was to be in USA on May 24,1994 on a private visit-to 
attend the graduation ceremony of his son. In the wake trf 
the visit of the Indian Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
around same time, Pakistani authorities managed to con¬ 
vert the visit into an official visit. 

In his meeting with Mr Warren Christopher, US ' 
Secretary of State, President Leghari sought America's ' 
"active engagement" in resolving the Kashmir dispute, in 
sharp contrast to India's stand favouring a bilateral solu¬ 
tion, free from foreign intervention. 

Mr Leghari said that he also conveyed to Mr Chris¬ 
topher the danger of a nuclear arms race, if India was 
allowed to go ahead with the deployment of the Prithvi 
missile. 

He claimed that he had been assured that US was 
aware of the danger involved in the present situation and 
was committed to making all possible efforts to prevent 
the threat to the security environment in South Asia. 

The uugradation of President Leghari's visit, certainly 
suggests that the Clinton administration continues to pur¬ 
sue its policy of equation between India and Pakistan. 
Despite the efforte, made by both US and India, to project 
Prime Minister Rao's visit to USA as a success, it b clear 
that America has not given up, or even scaled down, its 
two-track approach towards India and Pakistan. 

US accuses Pak of abetting Terrorism 

TN its report, "Patterns of global terrorism, 1993", the US 
XState d^artment has virtually accused Pakistan of sup¬ 
porting terrorist activities in Pimjab and Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

The State department noted that tensions subsided in 
Punjab but increased dramatically in Kashmir, where ttae 
militants continued attacks on military and civilian tar¬ 
gets. 
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USA-CHINA RELATIONS 

MFN status of Chma tenewed 

O N May 26, 1994, President Bill Clinton of USA 
decided to extend the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 
status of China and abandon efforts to influence Chiira by 
linking MFN with significant progress in human rights. 

In his election campaigns, President Clinton had cas¬ 
tigated the former President, Mr Geoige Bush, for not 
imposing a link of human rights situation in China with 
MRvI status. 

However, as the issue came under study of Presi¬ 
dent Clinton, he realised that US would be shooting 
itself in the foot in trying to aim at China. Today China 
is the world's fastest growing economy, where 
American business corporations have made large in¬ 
vestments and hundreds of billions of dollars are at 
stake in future business proposals. 

China told US point-blank to mind its own business. 
China said it regards human rights, including religious 
rights in Tibet, as its internal business. 

• Human rights groups denounced Mr Clinton as 
having "betrayed" their hopes and of bn'aking campaign 
pledges. The administration, however, is confident of 
winning-over the public with a massive propaganda cam¬ 
paign backed by leading corporations, ^natore and Con¬ 
gressmen of USA 

CHINA-RUSSIA RELATIONS 

Seven Accords Signed 

R ussian Prime Minister, Mr Victor Chmomyrdin, ar¬ 
rived in Beijing on May 26,1994 on a four-day official 
visit, with a view to boosting bilateral trade. This was the 
firet visit by the Russian Prime Minister to China. 

The visit was described as a follow-up of President 
Boris Yeltsin's China trip in 1992. One of the fruits of that 
trip was the increase in bilateral trade volume, which 
reached nearly $ 8 billion in 1993. 

Seven accords were signed between the two 
countries. These related to system of administrating the 
border, avoidance of double taxation, economic and scien¬ 
tific cooperation, marine transport and environment pol¬ 
lution control. 

HUNGARY 

Communists win Polls 

H UNGARY'S former Communists, trounced four 
years ago in a voter backlash against the old, repres¬ 
sive regime, surged back to win a majority in the par¬ 
liamentary elertion.s held on May 29,1994. 

The Socialist Party, bom of the old Communist Party's 
reform wing, struck a chord with voters by promising to 
ease the high unemployment and inflation that accom¬ 
panied the switch to capitalism. 


Hungary has now joined Pc^Md and liHiuMiia, 
where tte voters, many of whom miss the economic 
security of the past, have returned to reformed com^ 
munists. 

Despite the fact that Hungary has received over $ 8 
billion in foreign investment and is considered by 
economists to be the most advanced of the former Soviet 
bloc nations, the country is beset by economic and social 
problems. Inflation is running at 23 per cent while 13 per 
cent of the active population has become unemployed 
after enjoying full employment throughout the com¬ 
munist years. 

COLOMBIA 

Vote for new President 

O N May 29,1994, Colombians emerged from a dark era 
of bombings and assassinatiems to vote for a new 
President. The two leading candidates were boBi sur- 
V i vors of their own brushes with violence. Three presidm- 
tial candidates had been assas.sinated before the last 
elections, in 1990. But, this time the elections were peace¬ 
ful. Leftist rebels had threatened to disrupt voting, but no 
major incident was reported. 

Peaceful voting was possible because the main ar¬ 
chitect of the mayhem drug kingpin Pablo Escobar, had 
been eliminated in police action. His cocaine cartel had 
wrought violence during Colombia's decade-long ter¬ 
rorist war. 

WORLD CONFERENCE ON 
WOMEN 

India urges larger role for women 

I N its draft country paper for the World Conference on 
Women, to be held in Beijing in 1995, India has made- 
out a strong case for a women-orionted development plan. 

Noting with concern that women still comprise the 
largest section of the population living in absolute 
poverty, the paper emphasises that development 
models drawn from the women's perspective are the 
need of the hour. 

The document says that the most telling 
demographic symptom of deprivation is the persist¬ 
ence of an adverse sex ratio, which declined from 934 
females per 1000 males in 1981 to 927 females per 1000 
males in 1991. 

The paper observes that the exclusion of women from 
political, social and economic power and tiieir lack of 
education "poses the most daunting challenge to the 
devclopm^t proems". 

The paper has made a forceful plea for counter 
measures against the marginalisation of women in the 
race towards a free economy market. The measures in¬ 
clude the expansion of social safety nets, gender orienta¬ 
tion of policy makers, training and re-orientation of social 
attitudes. 
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CURR£NT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATION 

VAT: Value Added Tax. 

AWARDS 

Dada Saheb Phalke award, 1993 
ETERAN Hindi lyricist Majrooh 
Sultanpuri has been selected for 
the 1993 Dada Saheb Phalke award 
for his outstanding contribution to 
the growth and development of In¬ 
dian cinema for nearly fifty years. 

Mr Sultanpuri is the first film 
lyricist to be honoured with this 
prestigious award, which is the 
highest recognition by the govern¬ 
ment for contribution to the film in¬ 
dustry. 

The award comprises a Svvirm 
Kamal, a shawl and cash component 
of Rs one lakh. 

Jawaharlal Nehru award for 
international understanding, 1992 
HE renowned Canadian environ¬ 
mentalist, Mr Maurice F. Strong, 
has been chosen for the award for his 
laudable contribution as Secretary 
General of the UN Conference on En¬ 
vironment and Development (Earth 
Summit). 

Sanskrit! awards, 1993 

INDl Poet Vedi Prasad Mishra, 
business commentator Raghav 
Bhal, painter V. Ramesh, social 
worker George Abraham and 
musicians Gundecha brodiers have 
been honoured with diis award. 

The distinctive feature of the 
awards is that these are presented to 
young and emerging talents upto the 
age of 35 years. 

Azad Trophy, 1992-93 

URU Nanak Dev University has 
once again emerged as the top 
university in sports, amongst 180 


universities of India, by retaining tlie 
coveted Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Trophy. 

UNESCO Einstein Silver Medal, 
1994 

D r Krishna Vishnu Sane, a profes¬ 
sor of chemistry in Delhi Univer¬ 
sity, has been awarded the medal for 
his efforts to simplify and popularise 
science teaching in schools and col¬ 
leges. 

He shares the medal with Prof 
Walter Charles Taylor of University 
of Sydney 

Pitamber Pant National 
Environment Fellowship award, 
1994 

T he Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, on the occasion of the 
World Environment Day, has 
awarded the fellowship to Dr M.P. 
Nayar. 

The prestigious fellowship is 
given every year for two years to an 
Indian citizen, in recognition of 
meritorious and valuable contribu¬ 
tions made by a scientist in any field 
of environmental sciences. 

Yatra award, 1994 

HE second Yatra award has been 
presented to Mr R K. Narayan, 
novelist and short-story writer, for 
presenting "a graceful and profound¬ 
ly human vision of life" in his works. 

The award has been instituted by 
Rupa and Harper Collins Publishers, 
India, to felicitate a South-Asian 
writer for his outstanding lifetime 
achievement. 

Cannes Film Festival 

Golden Palm award fin best fea¬ 
ture film: Pulp Fiction, directed by 
Quentin Tarantino. 


Best actor: Ge You of China. 

Best actress: Vima Lisi of Italy. 

Best director; Nanni Morettil. 

BOOKS 

Return of the Aryans 

HE book has been written by 
Bhagwan S. Gidwani, writer 
the best-selling novel, "Sword of 
Tipu Sultan". In the book the audtor 
seeks to prove wrong the theory that 
Aryans came to India from abroad. 
Gidwani's premise is that Aryans 
originated in India and groups of 
them travelled to different lands, in¬ 
fluencing their culture and enrich¬ 
ing their language with Sanskrit 
words. 

The Red Wheel 

HIS is the most recent book writ¬ 
ten by Mr Alexander Soladienit- 
syn, the Nobel laureate who was 
expelled from Soviet Union in 1974. 
Recently he returned to Russia after 
living in exile in USA for twenty 
years. 

The Red Wheel details the 20th- 
century Russian history in sev-eraJ 
volumes. 

DAYS/YEARS 

World Environment Day 

HE world environment day is 
celebrated every year on June 6, to 
mark the anniversary of the 
landmark 1972 Stockholm Con¬ 
ference on human environment. 

The theme for 1994 was "One 
Earth, One Family". 

DISCOVERY ; 

Oldest highway found in Egypt 
S geologists has diacoveted, what , 
is believed ,to be the worid's j 
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oldest highway, in the desert in 
Egypt, about 70 km south-west of 
Cai^o. 

. the about l2-km long highway, 
paved with sandstone and limestone, 
is believed to be upto 4,600 years old. 

Until now, a stone paved road on 
the Greek mediterranean island of 
Crete, dating back to about 2000 BC, 
was regard^ as the world's oldest 
paved road. 

PERSONS 

Dagao Nasir 

STAD Nasir Zahiruddin Dagar 
was die doyen of Dhrupad sing¬ 
ing. He died on May 7, 1994, at the 
age of 62. 

He and his late younger brother, 
Ustad Nasir Paiyazuddin Dagar, 
popularly known as Dagar brothers, 
had carried-on the age-old tradition 
of jugalbandi (duel) singing, a unique 
feature of the Dagar family for many 
generations. 

Kalam, Dr A.P.J. Abdul 

R Kalam is the man behind the 
success of Priihvi, India's 
medium range surface-to-surface 
missile. He believes that India should 
acquire deadly missiles that will put 
the fear of God into its enemies. 

Towards this goal he has been 
working rdentlessly for the past 15 
years. As his friends say, his only 
dream is to make India a respected, if 
not feared, world power by the end of 
this century. 

Dr Kalam is an aeronautical en¬ 
gineer and has been the main ar¬ 
chitect of India's integrated guided 
missile development prt^ramme. 

He belongs to Tamil Nadu and is 
a bachelor. 

Mazumdai; Phani 

ETERAN producer, director and 
script writer, Mr Phani Mazum- 
dar, died on May 16,1994 at the age 
of 83. Ho was among the few interna¬ 
tionally acclaimed Indian cine per¬ 
sonalities to have enthralled 
audiences in as many as five lan¬ 
guages. 


He began his film career in 1931 
and directed his first film, Street 
Singer in 1938. 

His historical film, Andolcm, 
which traced history from Vedic 
times to the freedom struggle, had a 
running commentary in English by 
the then Prime Minister, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Sen, Sushmita 

USHMITA Sen has become the 
first Indian to win the Miss 
Universe title since the beauty 
pageant began 43 years ago. 

A successful model from Delhi, 
she was crowned Miss Universe 
1994, from among 76 other can¬ 
didates from around the world. The 
contest was held at Manila, Philip¬ 
pines. 

During the final questioning, 
each of the finalists was asked to 
describe her idea of the "essence of a 
woman". Sushmita's aaswer wa.**: 
"The origin of the child is the mother 
and is a woman. A woman is one who 
shows a man what love and sharing 
and caring is all about. That Ls the 
essence of a woman." And, this 
answer finally helped her clinch the 
title. 

Solzhenitsyn, Alexander 

HE Nobel laureate who was ex¬ 
pelled from the Soviet Union on 
February 13, 1974, handcuffed and 
surrounded by KGB agents, returned 
to Russia, his home country, on May 
27,1994 after living in exile in USA 
for twenty years. 

Mr Solzhenitsyn was awarded 
the Nobel prize for literature in 1970. 
His works include One day in the life of 
Ivan Denisovich, the stark novel about 
one man's struck to survive Soviet 
prison camps and The Gulag Ar¬ 
chipelago, a grimmly detailed histori¬ 
cal account of tiie camps. 

Sultanpuri, Majrooh 

HE noted Hindi film lyricist, Mr 
Majrooh Sultanpuri was in the 
news for having received the Dada 
Saheb Phalke award, 1993. 

He was bom in a small village in 


Aasamgarh in Uttar Pradesh. Those 
were ttie times when fonnal educa¬ 
tion was considered a taboo. 

From K,L. Saigal to Aamir Khan, 
Sultanpuri's creativity has spanned 
across generations of Hindi film in¬ 
dustry. In his chequered career of five 
decades, he has worked closely with 
stalwarts like Mehboob Khan, Guru 
Dutt, Bimal Roy, Dev Aruind, Naar 
Hussain and the likes. 

The distinguishing feature of his 
work was the poetic quality of his 
songs. Some of his most memorable 
songs have been: Rahle The Kabhi 
Jinke DU Mein (Mamta), Jalte Hain 
Jiske Liye (Sujata), Aaja, Aaja Mein 
Hoon Pyar Tern (Teesri Manzil), 
Chtira Liya Hai DU Nt- }o Turn Ko 
(Yaadon Ki Barat), Papa Kahtc Hain 
(Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak) and 
Pclila Nasha, Pehla Khumar 0o jita 
Wohi Sikander). 

PROJECTS 

Nathpa Jhakhri Power Project 
HE Nathpa jhakhri hydcl power 
project is no.'itled amidst the 
snow-Ctipjvd mountains of Kinnaur 
district of Himachal Pradesh and sur¬ 
rounded by an inhospitable terrain. 
Once operational it promises to solve 
the northern region's power 
problems. 

The power house of the project is 
the largest underground power 
house of the country^ 

The project envi.sages to harness 
the hydro-power potential in the 
upper reaches of river Sutlej. The 301- 
metre deep .sui^e shaft of the project 
will be the deepest surge shaft in the 
world. 

The capacity of the project is 
1,500 MW. The first unit of 25 MW is 
expected to be commissioned by 
)une, 1998. The subsequent five units 
have been scheduled for completion 
by December 1998. 

Chunnel project inaugurated 
HH C 10.5 billion engineering feat 
of the 20th century, the tunnel 
joining England with mainland 
France, was inaugurated on May 6, 
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1994 by the British Queen and the 
French President. 

The Channel tunnel has joined 
the British Island and the Euittpean 
continent for the fitst time since ttie 
ice age. 

The engineering marvel in¬ 
volved 15,000 workers who dug three 
48-km-Iong under-sea tunnels. Spe¬ 
cially built boring machines were 
used. The tunnel is buried 150 feet 
beneath the sea bed for most of its 
route. Nearly 40 kms of the tunnel is 
under sea. 

Once fully operational, three 
trains a minute, carrying freight, pas¬ 
sengers and cars, will be roaring 
through at upto 160 km an hour. 

IB-Vai ley thermal project 

HARAT Heavy Electricals Ltd 
(BHEL) has commissioned the 
first of the two 210 MW units at the 
IB-Valley thermal power project in 
Orissa. The second unit is expected to 
be commissioned in October, 1994. 

The project is located in Hambhal- 
pur district of Oris.sa, about 20 km 
south of Belpahar railway station of 
Semth Eastern railway, 

SPACE RESEARCH 

O provide the humanity its 
closest ever encounter with com¬ 
ets, international space scientists arc 
planning to land a three-legged robot 
probe on a comet. An European 
Space Agency (ESA) team has al¬ 
ready designed the spacecraft and 
listed at least six possible comets as 
the final destination of the 
spacecraft. 

On its way to the comet, the 
spacecraft will also fly very close to 
an asteroid, as a bonus in the scien¬ 
tific mission. 

The mi.ssion envision the launch 
of a probe around 2003 A.D. and the 
slated arrival on the comet about 
eight years later. The probe will carry 
sophisticated cameras to observe the 
comet from a distance and sensors to 
analyse the surface and sub-surface 
material of the comet, after landing 
on it. 


Key to Origin of Universe 

R Chandrasekar Joshi, a 41-year- 
old Pune-born physicist at the 
University of California, USA, has in¬ 
vented a device which is considered 
a major breakthrough towards a new 
generation of high energy machines. 
These machines are us^ in solving 
•the puzzle of creation of the 
Universe. 

The machine, called the Laser- 
Plasma Accelerator, will open doors 
for the physicists in speeding up the 
flow of electrons in achieving high 
energies of collision. 

Unlike the giant accelerators, 
also used for similar research, the in- 
ventiem of Dr joshi and his team is 
compact and cheaper. 

MISCELLANY 

Japanese live the longest 

CCORDING to the latest report 
of World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Japanese men and women 
have the highest life expectancy in 
the world. The average life of 
Japanese women is 83 years and of 
Japanese men 76.3 years. 

Tobacco health costs exceed 
revenues 

Kanalysisby the world's leading 
medical journal. The Nm England 
Journal of Medicine, has shown that 
the human cost of tobacco use far ex¬ 
ceeds any revenues obtained from 
the production. According to the 
journal "Cigarette smoking is the 
leading cause of preventable prema¬ 
ture deaths". 

A recent report by the Indian 
Central Health Education Bureau 
(CHEB) has pointed out that, in India, 
against an excise revenue of Rs 1551,5 
crore, Rs 2,2365 crore is spent on dis¬ 
eases caused by the use of tobacco. 
An additional Rs 3,000 crore is 
foregone on account of loss of 
productivity due to ill health, prema¬ 
ture death, etc. 

Wodd's first yoga varsity 

yc^a university, the first of its 
l^d in die world, will soon be 


set up in the historic city of Munger, 
Bihar. 

The proposed university will 
have three main faculties—yoga 
philosophy, yoga psychology and ap¬ 
plied yogic science. 

Singapore to become "Intelligent 
Island" by 2000 A.D. 

INGAPORE is all set to become a 
push-button electronic cit}'—-or, 
officially, an intelligent island—^by 
the year 2000 AD. 

Under the information technol¬ 
ogy 2000 plan, all computers in vir¬ 
tually every home, office, school and 
factory, will be interconnected. By the 
year 2000, it would be technological¬ 
ly pos.sible for the Singaporeans to 
work, shop and bank from home, via 
a large electronic screen, by pushing 
some keys or using voice cewnmandi, 
For example, it would be possible for 
a person to be able to dial from home, 
to connect his home computer's 
screen with a tailor's shop, and select 
the design and size of the garment on 
display. 

Singaporeans can already press a 
few buttons on a bank's automated 
teller machine and apply for shares, 
get stock market data on a pocket- 
sized paper, dial up for pointers 
on health care and phone in tax 
returns on incomes of upto $ 
12,740 a year. 

Handwriting reveals many facets 
HERE is much more to handwrit¬ 
ing than meets the eye. It serves as 
a quick reckoner to understand one's 
personality, character and thinking 
patterns. Handwriting can reveal lit¬ 
tle-known aspects of a person that are 
far from apparent on the surface, like 
whether a person is open-minded or 
self-centred and capable of quick 
decisions or not. 

Many companies have started to 
demand in their job advertisements 
that the application should be written 
in the handwriting of the applicant. 
The ntain purpose is to assess the per- 
sonalit)' traits of the applicant, using 
the services of an expert graphologist 
or handwriting analyst. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Fourth National Games 
Karnataka will hold the fourdi 
National Games in Bangalore and 
Mysore from February 1 to 11, 
1W6. The dates are, however, ten- 
. tative. 

I AIR RACE 

I Round the world air race 

I Ace Pilot and industrialist, Mr 
Vijaypat Singhania, flew to victory 
' in Ae turbo propeller section of 
the' round the world air race. The 
' 33,523 km race started from 
/ Montreal, Canada on May 1, 1994 
and ended there on May 24, 1994. 
Mr Singhania's Cessna aircraft, 
named Tiger', finished 31 minutes 
ahead of his nearest rival. 

I BADMINTON 

i Uber Cop 

Indonesia defeated the holders 
and six-time champions China, 3-2, 
in a nail-biting finish to win the 
'■ Uber Cup women's team trophy 
i for the first time in 19 years. 
Indonesia's win ended China's 
decade-old stranglehold on the 
Cup. The championship was held 
at Jakarta. 

!. Thomas Cup 

I Indonesia defeated Malaysia to 
I win the Thomas Cup men's team 
I trophy. It was Indonesia's ninth 
I Thomas Cup victory since 1958, 
I but their first since 1984. The 
championship was held at 
Jakarta. 

CRICKET 
&igland-New Zealand Test Series 
Fiist Test: England defeated New 
Zealand by an iimings and 90 runs 
to win the first Test match, played 
at Nottingham. 


Anodier record by Brian Lara 
On June 7, 1994, West Indies 
batsman Brian Lara smashed Hanif 
Mohammad's (of Pakistan) world 
record of highest runs in an innings 
in first class cricket. He plundered 
an unbeaten 501 for Warwickshire, 
in their County championship 
match against Durban, at Edgbas- 
ton, Birmingham. Hanif Moham¬ 
mad had hit 499. 

Brian Lara thus joined 
Australian Sir Donald Bradman, in 
the record books, as the only man 
to hold both the highest individual 
Test and first class scores, simul¬ 
taneously. 

In April, Lara had hit a world 
record 375 in the fifth Test against 
England. 

FOOTBALL 

World Cup expanded to 32 teams 

The International Football Federa¬ 
tion (FIFA) has decided to expand 
the World Cup from 24 to 32 teams 
from the 1998 finals. The European 
Football Union, which is currently 
guaranteed 11 of the 24 places, has 
proposed the new format, giving 
the other confederations one extra 
place. 

GOLF 

Sirikit Cup 

South Korea retained its 
supremacy in women's golf in the 
Asia-Pacific region, by claiming the 
Queen Sirikit Cup team champion¬ 
ship trophy. India finished a poor 
eighth. 

HOCKEY 

India-Australia Test Series 

AUSTRAUA defeated India 4-0 in 
the five-Test series. The fifth and 
final match ended in a 1-1 draw. 


The matche.s were played in 
Australia. 

SNOOKER 

World ladies championship 

Allison Fisher of England 
retained ttie Championship for the 
third time in a row. Fisher has so 
far won seven world titles in the 
last 10 years. The championship 
was held in New Delhi. 

TENNIS 

French Open, 1994 

SERGI Brugucra of Spain retained 
the title by defeating fellow 
countryman Alberto Berasategui 
6-3, 7-.5, 2-6, 6-1. Berasategui, a 
rapidly improving 20-year-old with 
one of the fiercest forehands in 
tennis, reached the final without 
losing a set. But in Bruguera, a 
friend and practice partner, he en¬ 
countered almost his mirror image. 

In the women's singles final, 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, also of 
Spain, won the title with a 6-4, 6-4 ' 
victory over Mary Pierce of France. | 
Pierce became the first French- I 
woman to reach the final .since ! 
Prancoise Durr won the title in 
1967. 

Both Bruguera and Sanchez 
now hold two French Open titles, 
their only grand slam crowns. 

Italian Open, 1994 

TOP-seeded Coochita Martinez 
defeated Martina Navratilova to . 
win her second straight Italian 
Open title. 

Pete Sambas Cruslwd Bems Becket 
to win the men's singles title. 
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Appointments Etc 


ApPOINTSD; liECTID EtC 

Armsmto CoUmm SM: He has beonne 
dte fint Plre^enl El Salvador in peace¬ 
time in die last 15 years. 

BakSi Muluzi: He has been elected as 
die President of Malawi in die first multi¬ 
party dections in 33 years. 

Silvio Berlusconi: He has been elected 
as the Prime Minister of Italy. He heads a 
coalition that brings the hard right into 
Italy's government, for the first time since 
WoridWarn. 

Cyuk Horn: He has been elected as 
the Pr^ Minister of Hungary. 

Sanchaman Limboo: He is the new 
Qiief Minister of Sikkim. 

Frank George Wisner: He is the new 
Ambassador of USA to India. 

K.P. Balakrishnan: He is India's new 
Ambassador to Switzerland. 

K.L Meena: He is India's new High 
Commissioner to New Zealand. 

Arif Qamarain: He has been appoint¬ 
ed as the next Ambassador of India to 
Iraq. 

S.K. Arora: He is India's next 
Ambassador to Portugal. 

A.S. Randham: He has been appoint¬ 
ed as India's Ambassador to 
Mozambique. 

M.S. Malik: He has been appointed as 
India's Ambassador to Senegal. 

K. Padmanabhaiah: He has been 
appointed as the Home Secretary of India. 

Dr R.C. Bhardwaj: He is the new 


Secretuy General (rf file Ldc Sabha! 

Distinguished Visitors 

Prince Norodom Sisivudh: Deputy 
Prime Minister of Cambodia. 

Youri F. Yarov: Deputy Prime 
Minister of Russia. 

Died 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis: Former 
first lady of USA. 9ie was 64. 

Bndtmanandtt Reddy: Noted Congress 
leader, Gandhian and former Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh. He was 79. 

Uslad Nasir Zahiruddin Dagar: The 
dc^en of Dhrupad singing. He was 61 

Phani Mazumdar: Veteran producer, 
director and script writer. He was 83. 

Om Agarwal: Former world amateur 
snooker cl^pion. He was 38. 

Juan Car^ Onetti: Uruguayan novel¬ 
ist and poet; one of Latin /^erica's most 
distinguished writers. He was 85. 

Tarkateerafh Laxman Shastri Joshi: 
Leading Sanskrit scholar. He was 94. 

K.K. Nair (Krishna Chaitanya): Widely 
renowned scholar, litterateur, art and 
music critic. He was 75. 

Tribhomndas Patel: Veteran leader of 
the Cooperative movement and freedom 
fighter. 

Erich Honecker: Former President of 
East Germany who supervised the con¬ 
struction of the Berlin wall amf ruled 
communist East Germany with an iron 
fist, for 18 years. He was 81. 


EVENTS 


MAY 

11—Strike paralyses the banking opera¬ 
tions fiiroupuHit India. 

14—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
leaves for L5A for the first post-cold 
war meeting between the top leaders 
of the two countries. 

18—Israel completes troop pull-out from 
Gaza Strip. 

23— Electian Commission puts off by-elec- 
tkmsinUP. 

24— More fiian 500 pilgi^ are killed in a 
stanqiede in Mkcb in Saudi Arabia. 

26—President Shankar Dayal Sharma 


leaves on a eight-day visit to Bulgaria 
and Romania. 

-By-polls are held to elect seven MPs 
ana 10 assembly members across 12 
States. 

—Supreme Court orders the Election 
Commi^on to hold by-election in UP 
and Ajnala, Punjab on May 31. 

—UN lifts arms embargo on South 
Africa. 

28—Bodos massacre 21 people in 
Koluajhar district of Assam. 

JUNE 

2—North Korea issues a new threat to 
pull out of NFT. 


3— Quake-4riggered waves kill 164 people 
inlndon^. 

4— The user trial of surface-to^urface mis- 
sUe of India, Prithvi, is successfully 
held. 

6—The Army is called out and curfew 
damped m l^derwah in Jammu and 
Kashmir, foUowing rioting in protest 
against killing of a BJP leader % mili¬ 
tants. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 

Questions 


Q. Name the first Indian to be 
crowned Miss Universe’ 

Ans, Ms Sushmita Sen She was 
crowned Miss Universe 19^4 Rita 
Farm was the first Indian to win th<* 
Miss World title m l‘)60s 

Q. What is India Interest Ciroup'* 
Ans. It comprises ot execubves 
of multinational <orporations and 
impoitant business groups ol USA 
that have business interests with 
India The mam aim ol the gioup is 
to piomote increased investment 
ana trade flows between India and 
USA 

Q. Who IS the author of the book 
"A Wav in the Woild A Sequence"’ 
Ans. VS Naipaul 
Q. Name the tadio seiial by 
Amol Paiekar tliat is about the w orld 
of adolescents’ 

Ans. Uehloe/ 

Q. Two to foul solar eclipses are 
common world w ide, evei y year But 
five eclipses in a \ear is a raie 
phenomenon In which year did this 
phenomenon took place and w hen is 
the next expected’ 

Ans. 19T5 In the year 2206 fi\e 
solar c'clipses yvill be sew 

Q. What was Ihenet external aid 
inflow into India in the year 1 Wl-d4’ 
Ans. $ 660 million It was little 
less than $ 2 billion in IW-OT 

Q. In which country a Satyajit 
Ray memorial reading room has 
been opened to promote awaieness 
about the famous Indian film direc¬ 
tor as well as about scnious Indian 
emema’ 

Ans. Mosc ow, Russia 
Q. What was the export \ alue of 
Iheagricultuial sectoi in 199'?-94’ 
Ans. $ 2,2(K) million 
Q. What IS the importance ot the 
dale May 18 in Indian history 


Ans On this day in tlie vear 19/4 
India exploded its experimental 
nucicar de\ ice at Pokhran in Rajas 
than 

Q. Whose autobiogiaphy is "Yeais 
ot Pilgrimage"’ 

Ans. I)i I^ja R4imana 
Q. Wheie IS India's largest under 
giound power house being built’ 

Ans. At Nathpa-ihakii in 
Himachal Pradesh 

Q. What is Rttjdhaut ChatincP 
Ans It IS a SCI VIt o that has been 
introduced by the Postal department 
to accelerate the speed and leiinbility 
of pin-coded letters destined for 
Delhi and originating fiom the State 
capitals and <Wt a > A metro c han 
nel has also been introduced lor the 
speeding-up of tlie inter-metro pin 
coded letteis 

Q. Who lepresented India at the 
inauguration ot Mr Nelson Mandela 
as the first Black President of South 
Afiica’ 

Ans. Vice President K R 
Narayanan 

Q. What amount ot loss \c is 
lecordcd by the puhlu sector banks m 
1942 4't? 

Ans Rs “t cioic In 1441 us < 
pinfit ol Rs sot i lore w'as it*coidt d 
Q. Which d ly v\as»>b»et\ed as Ou 
Inter national Day of I amiK ’ 

Ans. May IS 1444 
Q Who IS the authoi ot the book 
'ttne Day in the life of Ivan 
F)eniso\ ich"’ 

Ans. Russian writer Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn I le is the winner ot the 
1970 Nobel pn/c for literature Recent 
ly he returned to Russia attei spending 
most of his life in exile in USA 

Q. Name the winner ot the Round 
the World Air Race, held in May 1944’ 
Ans. Indian industrialist. Mi 
Vijaypat Smghania 


Q. How many countries are mem- 
heis ol the Non aligned Movement 

(NAMr 

Ans. 104 Recently South Africa 
In came the JtWlh member 

Q. Name one of India s ti^ wet¬ 
land and bird vmctuaiy that is situated 
n*»ni Ahmedabad’ 

Ans NalsaiovarSanctuaij 

Q Name the submarine of the In¬ 
dian N i\ y that w as commissioned by 
Pnme Minister PV Naiasimha Raoon 
May 28,1494'’ 

Ans INs S/ia/iAuf 

Q. What IS the iinpoitance ol the 
dale lime 6 PWf- ni the history ot the 
woihf’ 

Ans It was on this date that al¬ 
lied toiccs invadid I lance oft the 
C exist ot Noimandv and turned the 
tide against the Na/i kiormany m 
Woi Id Wai 11 1 he day is also rt'fei red 
to a D-Dci\ ' Ihe “iOth anniveisciiy 
nt the d.iy w'as obserwd on June 6, 
144] \Mih ceiemonies to honour 
those who died in the momentous 
landing 

Q Who IS tin autlioi oi the binik 
The I ite and limes ol Naigis"’ 

Ans 1 fS tieorge It is the hist 
biogiapliy ofihe leading lady ol Indian 
ciiu ma I lie Mis Naigis Dutt 

Q In which Male is the kniga 
atomic powei plant bcniig built’ 

Ans. Karnataka 

Q What I ■. India's position in the 
world in lespect to production of 
\ egc table's’ 

Ans. India has become the second 
iaigcst V egetable ptoducing i ountry in 
the woi l<f China tops the list 

0 Ov ei w hic h 11 ver and in which 
State the Naianaiayan Setu hiidgehas 
been built’ 

Ans. Brahamputra river m 
Ciuwahati, Assam It is a rail-cum-road 
bridge 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


Q. I to 50 were set in the Personal Assistants (Intelligence 
Buraiu) examination held on the 27th February 1994; Q 51 to 
80 were set in the I.I.C. Assistants Grade examination held on 
the 20th March, 1994, and Q. 81 to 200 were set in the Tamil 
Nadu Public Service (Commission (Prelims) group III examina¬ 
tion held recently. 

We are grateful to Mr Saroj Kumar Rath of SUiguri, Mr 
Narinder Prasad Sinha of Barh (Dist. Patna) ana Mr D. 
Thirumaran of Thiruvannamalai cf Tamil Nadu, respectively 
for sending these questions to us. 

1. Ayodhya is situated on the river: 

(a) Ganga Jb) Sarayu 

(c) Yamuna (d) Gomti 

2. India observed 1990 as; 

(<j) Employment for all 

(b) The girl child year 

(f) International Literacy year 

(d) Visit India 

3. Israel-PLO agreement was signed by PLO repre¬ 
sentative: 

(a) Yasser Arafat (b) Shimon Peres 

(c) Rahmud Abbas (d) Abu Mezon 

4. INSAT-2B was launched from: 

(a) Sriharikota (b) Thumba 

(c) Moscow (d) Kourou 

5. World Literacy Day was observed on; 

(fl) Jan 1/93 (b) April 1/92 

(c) Sept 8/93 (d) Oct 2/93 

6. The first black American to win the Nobel Prize 
for literature is: 

(a) Martin Luthar King 

(b) AurtherAshe 

(c) Nelson Mandela 

(d) None of these 

7. Which one of the following awards is given by 
the UNESCO? 

(a) Nehru Award (b) Kalinga Prize 
(c) Ndjel Prize 

8. The filament of electric bulb is made of: 

(a) Tungsten (b) Magnesium 

(c) Nichroihe (d) Carbon 

9. Who is the only Prime Minister of India who 
resigned after losing a vote of ctmfidence? 

(a) Indira Gandhi (b) V.P. Singh 

(c) Charan Singh (d) Chandrasekhar 

10. Samath is associated with: 

(a) Buddha's birth 

(b) Buddha's enlightenment 

(c) Buddha's first sermon 

(d) Death of Buddha 

11. Inflation can be contained by: 


(a) Surplus budget 

(b) Increase in taxation 

(c) Reduction in public expenditure 
Jd) all these three 

12. TheSecretaryGeneralofLokSabha, who is chief 
of its Secretariat is: 

(a) elected by the Lok Sabha 

(b) elected by die Rajya Sabha i 

(c) appointed by the Speaker 

(d) appointed by the President ! 

13. The Union Council of Ministers are collectively i 
responsible to: 

(a) Rajya Sabha 

(b) Lok Sabha 

(c) President 

(d) Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha 

14. The words 'Satyameya Jayate' in liindi Devnagri 
script in the State Emblem is taken from; 

(a) Chanakya's Arthasastra 

(b) Rig Veda 

(c) Kalhana Upanishad 
4^) Mundaka Upanishad 

15. Which of the following tribes is not connected 
with Jharkhand? 

(a) Bhills (b) Mahatos 

Kurmis (<0 Santhals 

16. Which of the following is not a Rabi Crop? 

(a) Barley (b) Gram 

(c) Wheat Jawar 

17. The "Universal law of gravitation" was ex¬ 
pounded by: 

(a) Aryabhatta (b) Copernicus 

(c) Kepler Jfi) Newton 

18. India's first long range missile is named as; 

(a) Prithvi (b) Nag 

(c) Trishul U) Agni 

19. AIDS is infected by; 

/(a) Virus (b) Bacteria 

(c) Fungus (d) Protozoa 

20. Lunar month is equal to: 

(a) oneeardiday (b) 14 earth days 

(c) 365 days Jef) 28 earth days 

21. The Strait which separates Africa h-om Europie is; 
(tt) Berring Strait ib) Strait of Gibralter 

(c) Palk Strait 

22. Who is the current official chess cHanq^ion? 

(a) Nigel Short (b) Garry Kasparov 

(c) JhothanTiman Jfi) None of these 

23. Which one was the capita] of ChohiS? 

(a) Madurai . (b) Kanchipuram 

Jfi) Tanjore (d) Chidambaram 
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24. Under Mother Teresa's guidance, the Mis¬ 
sionaries of CJtarity built near Asansd, a leper colony 
ci|d|ed; 

(a) SOS (b) Sahwra 

ShantiNagar (d) CBY 

25. The name of the Mascot for }996 Olympics to be 
held at Adanta is: 

(a) Matari J^) WHATZIT 

(c) APPU (d) Uncle Sam 

26. Article 356 of d\e Indian Constitution deals with: 

(a) Kashmir 

(b) Imposition of State emogency 

Jf) Imposition of President's Rule in a State 

27. Mansabdari system was introduced by: 

(a) Babur W) Akbar 

(c) Shahjehan td) Aurangzeb 

28. Port Louis is the capital of: 

J 0 ) Mauritius (b) Maldives 

%:) Greenland 

29. Artificial Lake 'Govind Sagar' is in: 

(a) West Bengal Himachal Pradesh 

(c) Karnataka (ft) Punjab 

30. Leaves appear green because; 

J^) they reflect green light 

{b) they absorb green tight 
is) they contain chlorqshyll 
'^d) th^ scatter green light 

31. Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu is famous for 

(a) Thermal power station 

(b) Hydel power project 
ic) Nuclear power plant 

''(d) None of these 

32. Champion Trophy is associated with: 

(fl) Cricket Hockey 

(c) Chess id) FoodiaU 

33. Who among the following has a right to attend 
the Lok Sabha thou^ he is not a member? 

(a) Chief Justice 

(b) Vice-President 

(c) Auditor General 

^y^) Attorney General of India 

34. Intensity erf earthquake is measured in: 

(a) Secant scale tt) Richter scale 

(c) Mancalli scale ' 

35. Which of the following election is not conducted 
by the Election Commission? 

(a) Lok Sabha (b) Rajya Sabha 
(c) Presidential y^) Municipal elections 

36. Who among the following is the second highest 
wicket-taker? 

(a) Wasim Akram (b) Kapil Dev 
(c) Imran Khan j^) None of these 
Q. 37*45. Which is diff^nt firom others? 

37. (a) U.A.E. (b) U.S.A. 

(c) U.K. id) UN 

38. (a) Davis Cup (b) Wunbledon 

^ (c) Rollandgaros (d) Santosh Trophy 


39. («) MNF 

(b) MP 

(c) MLA 

(d) MLC 

40. ^) Oxygen 

(b) j^tcury 

(c) Chlorsne 

(d) Ozone 

41. (a) London 

(b) New York 

(c) Tokyo 

id) New Delhi 

42. (a) Volga 

(b) Ganga 

(c) Bhakra 

id) Cauvery 

43. (a) AIDS 

(b) Cancer 

(c) Malaria 

44. (a) Ranji Trophy 

(b) Durand Cup 

(c) Deodhar Trophy 
id) Duleep Trophy 

id) Vaccine 

45. (a) Brahamputra 

(b) Oxford 

(c) Yale 

id) Vishwabharti 

46. Aryabhatta was a famous; 

(a) Scientist 

Astronomer 

(c) Physician 

(d) Painter 

47. How many times the President of India can seek 
re-election to his post? 

(a) once 

Jl>) 2 times 

(c) 3 times 

id) any number of times 

48. The headquarters of UNESCO is at: 

(tf) Rome 

(b) New York 

Jg) Paris 

(d) Geneva 

49. Who wrote the song 'Sare [ahan Se Achha'? 


^) Mohd Iqbal 

(b) B.B. Chatterjee 

(c) Rabindra Nath Tagore 
id) Jaidev 

50. Doidrum is an area oi: 

^ (a) Low temperature 

(b) Low rainfall 

^) Low pressure (d) Low humidity 

51. 'Maya Memsaab’ is a film directed by: 

(fl) Govind Nihalani (b) Shyam Benegal 

(c) TapanSinha (d) Bhupen Hazarika 
(e) Ketan Mehta 

52. Madan Lai Khurana is the Chief Minister of 
which State? 

(a) Himachal Pradesh (b) Madhya Pradesh 
(c) Delhi id) Rajasthan 

(e) None of these 

53. The South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) has how many member countries? 

(a) Five (b) Seven 

(c) Eight id) Ten 

(e) None of these 

54. Limba Ram is known for his outstanding perfor¬ 
mance in which of the following? 

(a) Archery (b) Swimming 

(c) Boxing (iO Weightlifting 

, (e) Shooting 

' 55.' Who at present is the Speaker of tite Lok Sabha? 
(a) RabiRay (b) Dr Najma Heptullah 
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(c) S. Mallikatjunaiah (<0 ShivrajPatil 
{e) Noneofttiese 

56. Indian Institute Science is located in which at 
the following cities? 

(a) ^mbay (fc) New Delhi 

(c) Ahmedabad • (<0 Bangalore 

(e) None of these 

57. Which of tt\e following States lies along the bor¬ 
der of Pakistan? 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Haryana 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Himachal Pradesh 

(e) None of these 

58. Children's Day is observed on which of the fol¬ 
lowing dates? 

(a) Septembers (b) October2 

(c) Noven*erl9 W January 30 

(e) None of these 

59. "Konkani", a language recentiy included in the 
8th Schedule of the Constitution, is widely spoken in 
which State/Union Territory? 

(a) Goa 

(b) Pondicherry 

(c) Andanuin & Nicobar 

(d) Lakshadweep 
(c) None of these 

60. Who among the following acts as the Deputy 
Chairman of Rajya &>bha? 

(a) The Vice-President of India 

(b) The Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

(c) One who is elected by the members of Rajya 
Sabha 

(if) The leader of the party having the highest 
number of members in Itajya Sabha 

(e) None of these 

61. Which of the following is the highest mountain 
peak in India? 

(a) Karakoram-2 (K-2} 

(b) NandaDevi 

(c) Gasherbrum 

(d) Kanchenjunga 
(c) None of these 

62. Who is the present Secretary General of United 
Nation? 

(a) Kurt Waldheim 

(b) Boutros Boutros Ghali 

(c) Bill Clinton 

(d) Javier Peres de Cuellar 
(c) None of these 

63. Which of the following pairs of River Dam Prt^t 
and State is NOT correct? 

(a) Tungabhadra—Karnataka 

(b) Gandhi Sagar—Gujarat 

(c) Bhakra Nangal—Punjab 

(d) Hirakud—Orissa 

(e) All are correct 

64 Ghana Bird Sanctuary is located in which of Bie 
following ^ates? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 


(c) Orissa (d) Uttar Pradesh 

(e) RajasBian 

Who among the following is the Qiairman of the 
National Commission for SC and ST? 

(a) RamDhan (b) Sitatam Kesari 

(c) KanshiRam <d) Ram Vilas Paswan 

(e) None of these 

66. Which of the following is the currency of 
Bangladesh? 

(a) Taka (b) Rupee 

(c) Peso ((0 Dinar 

(e) None of these 

67. Who among the following is the Prime Ministra* 
of Pakistan? 

(a) Ms Benazir Bhutto 

(b) Nawaz Sharief 

(c) Ghulam Ishaq Khan 

(d) Farooq Leghari 

(e) None of these 

68. At Geneva, delegates of 117 countries recently 
approved which of the following treaties? 

(a) Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(b) NorHi Atlantic Treaty 

(c) Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

(d) General Agreement on Tariff and Trade 
(c) None of these 

69. Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra is a maestro of 
which of the following dance forms? 

(a) Kathak (b) Kathakali 

(c) Bharat Natyam (d) Kuchipudi 

(r) Odissi 

70. Which of the following is NOT a Rural Dc\ elop- 
ment Programme? 

(tf) TRYSEM (b) RLECr 

(c) MNP (d) JRY 

(eyCRY 

71. Naina Devi, who died recently, was associated 
with which of the following? 

(a) Vocal Music (b) Classical Dance 

(c) Stage Acting (d) Social Service 

(e) None of these 

72. The first indigenously built super computer in 
India is known as: 

(a) Dhruva (b) Prithvi 

(c) Param (d) Trishul 

(р) None of these 

73. According to the 1991 census what is the percent¬ 
age of literacy in India? 

(a) 39 (b) 45 

(с) 52 (d) 63 

(р) 68 

74. Who among the following is the recipient of the 
first Riqiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Awtard? 

(a) Lata Mangeshkar (b) Mother Teresa 

(с) Pt. Ravi Shankar (d) Sunil Dutt ' 
(e) None of these 

75. Which of B>e following States led Bte medal tally 
in the 3rd National Games recently held at Pune and 
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Bombay? 

(a) Punjab (b) Maharashtra 

^ (c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

(c) None of these 

76. DrJoonLew of Korea, the recipient of the Interna¬ 
tional Gandhi Award is known for his service in which of 
the following? 

(a) Campaign against AIDS 

(b) Fight against Drugs 

(c) Eradication of Leprosy 

(d) Elimination of Child Labour 

(e) None of these 

77. Mr Gcrfi Chok Tong, who was the chief guest at 
the last Republic Day Function at Delhi, is d\e Prime 
Minister of which country? 

(a) Thailand (b) China 

(c) Japan (<0 Singapore 

(e) None of these 

78. As recently decided by the Government of India, 
a member of Parliament would ^t what amount of 
money to spend on developmental activities in his/her 
constituency? 

(aJRslIakh (!>) RslOlakh 

(c) Rs 1 crore (d) Rs 2 crore 

(e) None of these 

79. Which of the following countries won the men's 
team championship in dte Commonwealth table tennis 
championship held at Hyderabad in January 1994? 

(a) Canada (i>) Hongkong 

(c) India (d) Britain 

(e) None of these 

80. Chakma refugees are natives of which of the fol¬ 
lowing countries? 

(<?) Myanmar (h) Bangladesh 

(cj Bhutan (d) Nepal 

(e) None of these 

81. The atmosphere is mostly consisting of: 

(fl) Oxygen y(b) Nitrogen 

(c) Carbon dioxide (d) Water vapour 

82. Fog is caused when: 

(a) warm air meets cold surface of (he earth 

(b) cool air blows over warm water 
moist air meets cold surface of the earth 

(d) moist air meets warm air 

83. Dynamo was invented by: 

Faraday (b) Alfred Nobel 

(c) Edison (d) Morse 

84. In Tamil Nadu, atomic power plant is located at: 

(a) Neyveli (b) Salem 

Je) Kalpakkam (d) Kudangulam 

85. The catalyst used in the preparation of Oxygen 
from Potassium chlorate is: 

(a) Manganese Manganese dioxide 

(c) Ferric oxide (d) Iron 

86. The Planet that has five satellites is: 

(a) Mars Uranus 

(c) Neptune (d) Pluto 

87. A telescope is used for; \ 


(a) viewing near (^ects 

(b) recording changes in abnosf^eric premure 
viewing magnifl^ images of distant dejects 

(d) None m fite above 

88. In the first order lever. 

fulaum is between load and e^rt 

(b) load is between fulcrum and effort 

(c) efiort is between load and fulcrum 
((f) None of ttte above 

89. Who discovered radioactivity of uranitun? 

(a) Einstein (b) Bohr 

(c) Rutherford Jd) Henry Bacquerel 

90. Newton is the unit of: 

(a) acceleration due to gravity 
(f») velocity 
force 

(d) momentum 

91. Water used in industrial boilers is: 

(a) heavy water (b) hard water 

Jfi) soft water (d) sterilised water 

92. The material used for dressing during treatment 
of bone fracture is: 

it) Plaster of Paris (b) Lime 
^c) Charcoal (d) Clay 

93. Freon is: 

(a) a polymer 

(b) a rare gas 
chlorofluro hydrocarbon 

(d) None of the above 

94. The element that is used in the manufacture of 
semiconductor is: 

(fl) Boron Silicon 

(c) Carbon (d) Aluminium 

95. Dynamite was invented by: 

(a) Enrico Fermi 

Alfred Nobel 

(c) Thomas Alva Edison 

(d) Marie Curie 

96. Diamond is; 

(a) a conductor 

(b) an electrolyte 

(c) a semi-conductor 
an insulator 

97. Ore of Potassium is; 

(a) Gypsum (b) Feldspar 

(c) Bauxite (d) Cinnabar 

98. The chemical name for marble is: 

(a) Calcium carbonate 

(b) Magnesium carbonate 

(c) Calcium chloride 

(d) Molybdenum 

99. The symbol for copper is: 

(a) CO (b) Cp 

(c) Cu ((0 Cr 

100. The gas used for welding is: . 

. (a) ethylene (b) propylene 

(C) methylene {<0 acetylene 
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101. The film director who was awarded Bharat Ratna 
in 1992: 

(a) ^hok Kumar {b) Satyajit Ray 

(c) Bharatiian (d) None of 

102. The add present in butter>mOk is: 

(a) Butyriucadd .(p) Lactic add 
(c) Citric add • (d) Acetic add 


(c) Citric add • (d) Acetic add 

103. Dry ice is: 

(a) CO (b) Solidified C02 

(c) Frozen H 2 O (d) Solidified Air 

104. The chemical contained in tobacco is: 

(a) Quinine (i>) Nicotine 

(c) Morphine (<0 fferoin 

105. Paper is chemically: 

(a) Cellulose (b) Glucose 

(c) Rayon (d) Polyvinylchloride 

* 106. The ship in which Charles Darwin toured for 
five years was: 

(a) Vikrant ‘(b) Beagle 

(c) Alexander (d) None of these 

107. The disease Jaundice is associated with the 
organ: 

(a) Lungs (b) Liver 

(c) Teeth (d) Brain 

108. The Chemistry of vision is associated with 
Vitamin: 

(a) B (b) A. 

(c) C (d) D 

109. Deficiency of haemoglobin in the blood causes: 

Anaemia (b) Leukemia 

(c) Leucoderma (d) High Blood Pressure 

110. The cells of cartilage are known as: 

(a) Osteocytes Leucocytes 

(c) Chondricocytes (d) Platelets 

111. The head is jointed to the Vertebral Column by 
which type of joint? 

(a) Saddle joint (b) Hinge Joint 

Gliding Joint (d) Pivot Joint 

111 The normal temperature of human body is: 

J(a) 98.4‘'C (b) 36.9»C 

'^(r) -37^ (d) 98.4"K 

113. 'Ornithology' is the study of: 

birds (b) animals 

{c) insects (d) fungi 

114. Which type of cell division takes place in 
Gonada? 

» Mitosis (b) Amitosis 

(c) Both of these (d) Meiosis 

115. The Nobel Laureate in Science Dr HargcAjind 
Kltorana was bom in: 

(a) Uttar Pradesh J(b) Punjab 

(c) Bengal (d) Orissa 

116. "Ihe tape worm has no digestive system because: 

(a) it does not require food 

(b) it lives in the small intestine 
Jf) it is a saprophyte 

(d) it absorbs digested food ttirough the general 


bodysurfatte 

117. An example antibiotics: 

(a) Paracetamol (b) Chioroquinon 

(c) Eltroxin ^d) a«ptomycin 

118. Penicillin was discovered by: 
x^J Alexander Flemming 

(b) Robert Lange 

(c) W. Flemming#. 

(d) Robert Koch 

119. The substance that can be synthesized by plants 
and not by animal is: 

(a) Urea (b) Fats 

Cellulose (d) Proteim 

12d A clove is a: 

(a) fruit (b) seed 

(c) vegetative bud 
j(d) flower bud of the clove tree 

121. The national flower of India is; 

(a) Rose (b) lotus 

(c) Jasmine (d) Sunflower 

122. Attar is obtained from: 

(a) Opium plant ib) Rose petals 

(c) Pine tree '^d) Basil (Tulsi) 


(c) Pine tree 
123. Lemon contains 
(a) acetic acid 
(c) sulphuric acid 


(a) acetic acid citric acid 

(c) sulphuric acid (d) hydrochloric acid 

124. Which Bacterium is responsible to turn milk into 
curd? 

(a) Vibrio (b) Salmenella 

Lactobacillus (d) Pallidium 

12a During seed germination which of the following 
takes place? 

(a) Starch is synthesised 

(b) Fat is synthesised 
Light is absorbed 

^d). Heat is liberated 

126. In general, a rod-shaped bacterium is known as: 

Jg) Bacillus (b) Coccus 

(c) Vibrio (d) Sprillum 

127. The oldest inscriptions deciphered so far are 
those; 

(a) on the Harappan seals 

(b) issued by Asoka in the Third Century B.C. 

(c) on temples of the Vedic period 

(d) of the Gupta period 

128. TheBrihadeeswaraTempleinTanjorewasbuiltby: 

(a) Mahendra Verman 

(b) Narasimha Varman 

(c) Rajendra Chola 
Raja Raja Chola 

129. Kancheepuram was once the capital of: 

(a) TheCholas (b) ThePandyas 

ThePallavas (li) TheCheras 

130. The Indus Valley Civilizaticm was discovered in 
the year: 

(a) 1932 , yiB) 1922 

1912 (d) 1902 
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131. Wherefonn 'Satyameva Jayate' is tako^? 

Jfi) Mundaka Upani^ad 

^(b) Mahabharata 
V (c) Thirukkural 
(d) ArthaShastra 

132. The Literahire of die Sangam Age was written 
mostly in the form of: 

(a) Prose M Poetry 

(c) Drama /{d) All these 

133. The cave temples of Ellora are situated near 

Aurar^bad (b) Hyderabad 

(c) Bombay (d) Khajuraho 

134. "Ardia Shastra" was written by: 

, (a) Dr S. Radhakrishnan Qianakya 
(c) Agastya (d) G.V. Iyer 

135. In which one of the places, Dutch had a factory? 

(a) Madras (b) Pulicat 

(c) Yanam Calcutta 

136. Akbar founded his ^n religion known as "Din- 
i-Dahi", which means: 

(a) Universal peace J^) Divine faith 
(c) House of worship * (d) None of these 

137. Kalidas, the great Sanskrit poet of ail times 
flourished in the court of: 

Chandra Gupta Maurya 
{b) Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya 

(c) Kumara Gupta 

(d) Harsha 

138. Who introduced the Bhoodan Movement? 

(a) Nehru 

(b) Gandhiji 

(c) Jayaprakash Narayan 
VinobaBhave 

13^ The First Batde of Panipat in the year 1526 was 
fou^t between: 

(a) Mohatrunad Lodi-Babur 
(h) Ibrahim Lodi-Babur 

(c) Ranawd Babur 

(d) Sher Shah and Babur 

140. The Battle of Talikota ended: 

(a) Vijayanagar Empire 

(b) Moghul Empire 

(c) Maurya Regime 

(d) Chalukya Empire 

141. Periyar E.V.R.'s birthplace was: 

(a) Coimbatore (b) Erode 

(c) Madras (<0. Kanyakumari 

142. In which year the Capital of India was shifted 
from Calcutta to Delhi? 

(a) 1911 (b) 1930 

(c) 1890 (d) 1942 

143. The first Railway line was put up between Bom¬ 
bay and Thane in: 

(a) 1910 (b) 1860 

(f) 189.3 (d) 1853 

144. The founder of Amritsar City is: 

(<i) Guru Gobind Singh 


(b) Guru Ram Dass 

(c) Teg Bahadur 

(d) GuruNanak 

145. The founder of die Maurya Dyruisty is: 

(«) Ashoka (b) Bindusara 

(c) Chandra Gupta (d) Chanakya 

146. Brahmo Samaj was fcnuided by; 

(a) Dayananda Saraswati 

(b) Gokhale 

(c) Dutt 

(d) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

147. Who declared that his ultimate aim was to wipe 
'every tear from every eyc7 

(a) Rajendra Prasad (b) Sardar Patel 
(c) Gandhiji (d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

148. Who among the following introduced local self- 
government in India? 

(a) Lord Canning 

(b) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

(c) LordRippon 

(<0 Lord Mountbatten 

149. Indian National Congress was formed in 1885 by: 

(a) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(b) Henry Cotton 

(c) Badruddin Tyabji 

(d) AD. Hume 

150. Jallianwala Bagh Ma.ssacre took place in: 

(a) 1917 (b) 1918 

(c) 1919 (d) 1920 

151. Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed in the year: 

(fl) 1931 (b) 1932 

(c) 1933 (d) 1934 

152. The first President of Indian Republic was: 

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(b) Rajaji 

(c) Dr S. Radhakrishnan 

(d) Dr Rajendra Prasad 

153. Who is Imown as the Indian Bismarck? 

(a) Patel (b) Rajaji 

(c) Kamraj (d) Nehru 

154. The Englishman connected with jallianwala 
Bagh Massacre is: 

(fl) Dyer (b) Morley 

(c) Nelson (d) Cripps 

155. "Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it" is 
said by whom? 

(fl) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(b) Bai Gangadhar Tllak 

(c) Subhas Chandra Bose 

(d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

156. What is the percentage of geographical area of 
India in the world area? 

(fl) 5% (b) 2.3% 

(c) 4% , (d) 3.2% 

157. The climate of India is: 

(fl) Tropical Climate 

. (b) Subtropical Climate 
(c) Savanna Type of Qimate 
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(d) Subtropical Monsoon 

158. The natural seaport in Eastmi Coast of India is: 

(a) Madras (h) Calcutta 

(c) Visakhapatnam {d) Tuticorin 

159. Manganese ore is abundantly found in: 

(a) Orissa (l») Madhya Pradesh 

(C) Karnataka ' (d) Rajas^n 

160. The State which is known as the "Granary of 
ndia" is: 

(a) Kerala (b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Haryana (d) Punjab 

161. Taj Mahal is built on the bank of die river; 

(a) Ganges (b) Sind 

(c) Brahamputra (d) Jamuna 

162. Where is the Wild Life Sanctuaries in Tamil 
'^adu? 

(a) Chidambaram (b) Vcdanthangal 

(c) Mudumalai (d) Tanjavur 

163. The highest number of Tribal Population in 
Tamil Nadu is: 

(a) Todas (b) Irulas 

(f) Kodas {d) Malayalis 

164. Kaziranga Sanctuary, famous for great Indian 
ane horn rhinoceros, Is situated in the State of; 

(a) Bihar (b) Assam 

(c) Orissa (d) Karnataka 

165. The name of the hills where the Eastern and 
Western Ghats of the Indian Peninsula meet, is: 

(a) Kodaikanal (h) TheNilgirLs 

(<:) Malabar (d) Coorg 

166. The only place where tin is found in India is: 

(fl) Hazaribagh (Bihar) 

(b) Rewa (M.P.) 

(c) Salem (Tamil Nadu) 

(d) Quilon (Kerala) 

167. The highest waterfalls in India is: 

(fl) Sivasamudram (b) Jog 

(c) Courtallam (d) Hogenakal 

168. Silent Valley is in the State of: 

(a) Kerala (b) Andhra 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Assam 

169. An kaleswar is famous for: 

(tf) Silk (b) Gold 

(c) Petrol (d) Iron 

170. In which city the telephone instruments ate 
manufactured? 

(a) Bangalore (b) Hyderabad 

(c) Patna (d) Madras 

171. Which Continent Ls known as'Dark Continent'? 

(a) Asia (b) Africa 

(c) America (d) Australia 

172. Which one of the following is known as the 
Manchester of India? 

(a) Sliolapur fb) Ahmedabad 

(c) Bombay (d) Coimbatore 

173. Which is the Important red soil area in India? 

(a) Southern Periifisula 


(b) Indo-Gangetie Plain 

(c) Jammu and Kashmir 

(d) Gujarat and Maharashtra 

174. How many Banks were natioiMlisad since 1969? 

(a) 14 (b) 6 

(c) 12 (d) 20 

175. The highest body HI the country that approves a 
Five-year Plan is the: 

(a) Parliament 

(b) Planning Commission 

(c) Nadonal Development Council 

(d) Finance Commission 

176. The single largest import item of India today is: 

(a) Edible oils (b) Foodgrains 

(c) Fertilizers (d) Crude oil 

177. Which State produces maximum jute? 

(a) Maharashtra (b) Gujarat 

(c) Orissa (d) West Bengal 

178. In which year the Rolling Plan was introduced? 

(a) 1976-77 (b) 1978-79 

(c) 1951-52 (d) 1984-85 

179. When was Air Transport taken over by the 
Government? 

(a) 1950 (b) 1955 

(c) 1960 (d) 1953 

180. The river Cauvery flows from: 

(a) Karnataka to Tamil Nadu 

(b) Karnataka to Maharashtra 

(c) Andhra to Tamil Nadu 

(d) Kerala to Tamil Nadu 

181. When was decimal system of currency intro¬ 
duced in India? 

(a) 1957 (b) 1954 

(c) 1950 (d) 1948 

182. Which of the fcdlowing is file largest produce erf tee? 

(a)j\s.<iam (b) Bihar 

(c) Orissa (d) Maharashtra 

183. b which State Bokaro Steel Plant is situated? 

(a) Bihar (b) Orissa 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Karnataka 

184. The headquarters of Southern Railway is: 

(a) Calcutta (b) Gorakhpur 

(c) Secunderabad (d) Madras 

185. When was IMF established? 

(a) 1946 (b) 1943 

(c) 1950 (d) 1945 

186. When was the Reserve Bank of India taken over 
by the Government? 

(a) 1945 (b) 1948 

(c) 1952 (d) 1956 

187. Gitanjali Express runs between: 

(a) Howrah-Bombay 

(b) Bombay-Ja^ur 

(c) Howrah-Jaimnu 

(d) Howrah-Puii 

188. Which Prime Minister wmted to inclement the 
Mandal Commission reconunendation? 
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10. (C) 


(«) Rajiv Gandhi 
(fc) V.P. Singh 
' \ (c) Chandrasekhar 

(d) P.V. Narasintha Rao 

189. The Constitution of India came into force in the 
year 

(a) August 15,1947 (b) September 9,1948 
(c) January 26,1950 (d) May 1,1949 

190. The Chief Election Commissioner of India is ap¬ 
pointed by the: 

{a) Chief Justice of India 

(b) President of India 

(c) Vice-President 

' (d) Home Minister 

191. Which ftnihtry did not support the 'Star War' 
Programme? 

(a) Britain (b) Canada 

(c) Italy (d) France 

192. What is the term of die member of Rajya Sabha? 

(a) 6 years (b) 5 years 

(c) 4 years (d) 2 years 

193. How many Union Territories are there in India? 

(«) 4 (b) 5 

. (c) 7 (d) 6 

194. What is the age at which an Indian can become 
a candidate for Presidentship? 

in) 45 (b) 65 

(c) 60 (d) 35 

195. U.N. Day is celebrated on; 

(a) 2nd October (b) 14th November 
(c) 24th October (d) 4th December 

196. Present Chairman of Rajya Sabha is: 

(a) Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma 

(b) P.V. Narasimha Rao 

(c) K.R. Narayanan 

? (d) Najma Heptullah 

197. Which language was last added to the Eightii 
Schedule of the Constitution? 

(a) Sindhi (b) Konkani 

(c) Urdu (d) Kannada 

198. The 'Earth Summit' was held in June 1992 at; 

(a) Washington (b) Paris 

(r) Rio de Janeiro (d) New Delhi 

199. fn.sat-2A was launched from; 

(a) Sriharikota (b) Thumba 

(c) CapeKermedy (d) Kourou 

200. The Nobel Prize winner who continues to suffer 

house arrest is: ^ 

(a) Nelson Mandela 

(b) Yasser Arafat 
(r) Dalai T.ama 

(d) Aung Sen Suu Kyi 

ANSWERS 

1. (b) Hindu World by Walker. Sarayu is the ancient name of die 

presently named river Gogra. 

2. (c) 3. (d) 4. (<0 5. (c) 

6. (rf) Ans. Toni Morrison 
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7. (b) 8. (a) 9. (b) 

n. (d) 

12. (d) tArtide 98 of the Constitution; . 

13. (i>) item ^Introduction to the by D.D.Baau 

14. (d) 15. (c) 16. (d) 17. (d) 

18. (a) 19. (d) 

20. (d) (Lunar Day is equal to about 24 hours, SO minutes) 

21. (b) 22. (d) 23. (c) 24. (c) 

25. (b) 26. (c) 27. (b) 2$. (a) 

29. (b) 30. (f) 31, (c) 32. (b) 

33. (d) Introduction to the Constitution (f India by D.O. Basu, pag 
186. 


34, (b) 

35. (d) 

36. 

(d) 

37. 

(d) 

38. (c) 

39. (d) 

40. 

(c) 

41. 

(b) 

42. (c) 

43. (d) 

44. 

(b) 

45. 

W 

46. (b) 

47. (b) 

48. 

(c) 

49. 

(«) 

50. (c) 

51. (e) 

52. 

(r) 

53. 

ib) 

S4. (a) 

55. (d) 

56. 

W 

57. 

(r) 

58. (r) 

59. (d) 

60. 

ic) 

61. 

{«) 

62. (6) 

63. (e) 

64. 

(e) 

6.5. 

(«) 

66. (a) 

67. (a) 

68. 

(d) 

69. 

(«) 

70. (b) 

71. (a) 

72. 

{<•) 

7.3. 

(c) 

74. (b) 

75. (b) 

76. 

ic) 

77. 

(d) 

78. (c) 

79. (d) 

80. 

(b) 

y«l. 

(b) 

82. (c) 

83. (d) 

84. 

(0 

85. 

ib) 

86. (b) 

87. (c) 

88. 

(«) 

89. 

id) 

90. (0 

91. (b) 

ii2« 


93. 

ic) 

94. (b) 

95. (b) 



97. 

ib) 

98. (d) 

99. (c) 

Tfir 


101. 

ib) 

m (C) 

KG. (b) 

104. 

(b) 

105. 

(a) 

® (c) 

107. (b) 

108. 

(b) 

109. 

(«) 

im (b) 

111. (c) 

112. 

W 

113. 

(«) 

114. (d) 

115. (b) 

116. 

(c) 

117. 

id) 

11K. (a) 

119. (c) 

120. 

id) 

121. 

ib) 

122. (h) 

123. (b) 

124. 

(c) 

125. 

(c) 

126. (d) 

127. (a) 

128. 

(d) 

129. 

(r) 

130. (b) 

131. (fl) 

- W 

O’) 

133. 

(fl) 

134. (b) 

135. (d) 

136. 

(b) 

137. 

(fl) 

138. (d) 

139. (b) 

140, 

(n) 

141. 

ih) 

142. (a) 

143. (d) 

J44. 

(b) 

145. 

ib) 

146. (d) 

147. (d) 

148. 

(r) 

149. 

id) 

150. (c) 

151. (d) 

152. 

(d) 

15.3. 

(fl) 

154. (d) 

155. (b) 

156. 

(b) 

157. 

(fl) 

158. (c) 

159. (b) 

160. 

(d) 

161. 

id) 

162. (c) 

163. (a) 

164. 

(b) 

165. 

ib) 

166. (b) 

167. (b) 

168. 

(a) 

169, 

ic) 

170. (d) 

171. (b) 

172. 

(c) 

173. 

(fl) 

-174. (d) 

175. (c) 

176. 

(d) 

177. 

(d) 

178. (b) 

179. Id) 

180. 

(a) 

181. 

ic) 

182. (a) 

183. (d) 

184. 

id) 

185. 

id) 

186. (b) 

187. (d) 

188. 

(.b) 

189. 

ic) 

190. (b) 

191. (a) 

192. 

(«) 

193. 

ic) 

194. (d) 

1^, (c) 

196. 

(c) 

' 197. 

ib) 

198. (c) 

199, (d) 

■200. 

(d) 




Correction 

Q 41, page 915, June '94 iasue 

liie correct answer is (d). It was Subhash Chandra 
Bose (Netaji) who,, in a message to Gandhiji, in a 
broadcast from Az^ Hhid Radio, Rangoon, on July 8, 
1944, addressed him as suchJfoe .the first time: "Famer 
of our Nation! In this holy war of liberation, we 

ask you for your blessings and good wishes." 



Quantitative Aptitude 


The questions given below were set in the LI.C. Assistants 
Grade examination held on the 20th March, 1994. 

We are grateful to Shri Narinder Prasad Sinha cf Barh 
(Dist. Patna) for sending these questions. 

Q. 1 to 15. What should come in place of the question 
mark (7) in the following questions? 

1 . 32-8 + 4 :^? 

(a) 6 (b) 30 (c) 0 (d) 96 

(e) None 

2. 273.2 +169.83 + 7 = 485.05 


(rt) 42.02 ib) 42.20 

ie) None 

(c) 42.47 

id) 42.98 

3. 117.206 - 24.34 = 7 



ia) 93.172 ib) 93.162 
(p) None 

(c) 92.866 

id) 92.162 

4. 14.32 + 26.45-15.08 

-•} 


ia) 24.97 (f)) 25.6 

O') None 

(c) 25.69 

id) 25.78 

5. VilT- \^=3 



ia) 8 (b) 49 

ic) None 

(0 14 

id) 64 

6. 1008 - 389 + 619 = 7 
(a) 1138 ib) 12.38 

(c) 1230 

id) 1310 

O') None 



7. 6069 + 7089 + 8010 = 

7 


(a) 21068 (6) 21158 

(p) None 

io 21268 

(d) 20168 

8. 5% of 7-^8 
(a) 40 ib) 62.5 

O') None 

(c) 160 

id) 400- 

9. 14.4 + 0.24 = 7 
(a) 60 (F) 6.00 

(p) None 

10. 204 x 28-1072 = 7 

ic) 0.6 

id) 0.06 

(fl) 4010 ib) 2600 

(p) None 

(c) 15656 

(d) 5648 

11. 88 + 8888 + 7 + 888 = 

15000 


ia) 1211 (f>) 24864 

(r) 4336 

(d) 5136 


(p) None 

12. 12.3479 + 11.26 + 101.853 = 7 


(a) 1252035 (b) 125.4609 (c) 124.4358 
id) 124.4592 (e) None 
13. 10% of 700 = 7% of 200 


ia) 140 
(p) None 

ib) 70 

ic) 35 

14. 900 + 0.03 = 7 


ia) 300 

ib) 3000 

(f) .30000 

(d) 3 

(p) None 


15. 22.104 

+ 3.6 = ? 


ia) 0.614 

ib) 6.14 

(0 61.4 

id) 614 

O') None 



16. Which of the following numbers should come in 
the place of the question mark in the following series of 
numbers? 

8 27 64 125 7 343 

(a) 229 {!•) 216 (r) 248 (ff) 242 

((’) None of these 

17. Four years ago, the ratio of the ages of Mahesh 
and Shaiiesh was 3 : 5. If the sum of Oieir present ages is 
40 years what is Shailesh's present age in yeans? 

(rt) 24 (b) 20 (c) 12 

(d) Cannot be determined (e) Noneoftliese 

18. If .30 children of a school were made to stand in 
each column. 16 columns could be formed. If 24 children 
were made to stand in each column, how many columns 
could be formed? 

(a) 45 ib) 20 (c) 22 (d) 29 

ie) None of these 

19. Which of the following numbers should be added 
to 17642 to make it exactly divisible by 9? 

ia) 2 ib) 3 ic) 5 (rf) 6 

(e) 7 

20. Rohan and Anand can independently complete a 
piece of work in 12 hours and 6 hours respectively. If they 
work together, how much time will they take to complete 
that piece of work? 

(a) 6 hours (b) 9 hours (c) 8 hours 
id) 4 hours (c) None of these 

21. By .selling a table for Rs 2600 a person gains .30*?'o 
profit. What was his gain in Rupees? 

( 0 ) 780 (b) 680 ic) 520 

(d) Data inadequate (c) None of these 
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22. The average of Mohan*s marks in seven subjects 
was 75. His average marks in six subjects excluding Maths 
woie 72. How many marks did he get in Maths? 

{a) 72 (b) 90 (c) 93 

(d) Cannot be determined (e) None of these 

23. Of the 3000 books in a library, one-third are in 
English language. Two-fifth of the remaining are in Hindi 
and others are in regional language. How many books are 
in regional languages? 

(a) 600 (h) 800 (c) 1200 

(d) Data inadequate (c) None of these 

24. Which is the largest among the following five 
fractions? 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. ib) 1 {«) 3. (c) 4. (c) 5. id) 

6. ib) 7. (e) 8. (c) 9. |a) 10. (c) 

11. id) 12. ib) 13. (c) 14. ic) 15. ib) 

16. ib) 8 * 2^ 27 = 3\ 64 = 4^ 125 = 5* 6’ = 216,7? = 343 


17. (a) Let Shailesh's present &ge be X years 

Mahesh's present age = (40 “x) years 
Four years ago, ^ilesh's age was »(x > 4) years 
Mahesh's age = 40 - x - 4 
= (36-x) years 

A.T.S.-—.-. x = 24 
x-4 5 

18. ib) Let the no. of columns be X 

A.T.S.24xx = 30xl6 .-. x = 20 


18. ib) 

19. (c) 

20. id) 


x = 20 


25. One-third of three-fifth of a number is 60. What is 
that number? 

(0) 300 (b) 180 (c) 36 (d) 12 

(c) None of these 

26. At a certain rale of .simple interest, the interest 
accumulated in 4 years is equal to the principal sum. 
What's the rate of interest p.c.p.a? 

(a) 25 ib) 20 (c) 100 

(d) Data Inadequate (r) None of these 

27. Five per cent of Anand's income is equal to 15% 

of Ramesh's income. If Anand's income is Rs 12,000, what 
Is Ramesh's income? 

(<i) Rs 9,000 ib) Rs 18,000 (c) Rs.36,(K)0 
(d) Rs 4,000 ie) None of these 

28. A train crosses a 220 meter long platform in 18 
seconds. What is the speed of the train in km/hour? 

(fl) 25 ib) 30 ic) 35 

(d) Data iruidequate (f) None of these 

29. Which of the following digits will replace all the 
asterisk (*) marks in the following expresssion? 

6* + *3+7* = 229 

(fl) 3 ib) 8 (c) 7 

id) Cannot be determined (c) None of these 

30. How many men can complete a piece <)( work in 
9 hours which 8 men complete in 18 hours? -' 

(fl) 4 ib) 6 ic) 12 (d) 16 

(c) None of these 


21. (e) 


22. (f) 


Let the time taken by both to complete that piece 
of work be x hours 
111 

.*. •-=Tr+; .•. x = 4 

X 12 6 

r P S-P- X100 2600x10 0 

• (lob+Sflfns%) ’ 100 + 3()' * 

Gain - 2600 - 2000 = Rs 600 
Average marks in 7 subjects - 75 
Total marks in 7 subjects = 75 x 7 = 525 
Tcrtal marks in 6 subjects -~-72 x 6 - 432 
Marks in Maths = 525 - 432 = 93 


23. ic) 

24. (fl) 


3 2 12 5 

^-.75, =-.4, 1^.5, 1^.6, g = .625 


I 3 

25. (fl) Let the no. l^e x ■ x -- x x = 60 

.-. x=300 

26. (fl) Let P = Rs 100 .•. S.I. = Rs 1(X) T - 4 years 

S.fx 100 100x100 „ 

Rate = “TT" ;i. = • = 25 

Px7 l(K)x4 

27. (d) Let Ramesh's income be Rs x 

■ 15% of X = 5% of 12000 .-. X = 4000 


x = 4000 


28. (d) Speed of train (To cross a platform) 


iimt' taken 

Length of train is not given 


29. ib) 

30. id) 


In 18 hours, work is completed by = 8 men 
In 1 hour, work is completed by = 8 x 18 

* 8 X18 

In 9 hours, work is completed by=s = 16 men 


In order to complete the work in half time, no. of 
men required will be double, 8 x 2 = 16 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


Inspector of Central Excise and In- 
aime Tax Exam held on Dec 12,1993. 

Direction: In questions 1 to 5 
some of the sentences have errors 
and some have none. Find out which 
part of a sentence has an error. 

1. As poor as fhey are (a) they 
never refu.se to donate, they have (b) 
for any noble cause (c). No error (d). 

2. Our being a democracy (a) 
one cannot force anybody (f») to use a 
particular language (c). No error (d). 

3. The host of reputed national 
and multinational (a) clients are (b) a 
better testimonial than the best 
spoken words (c). No error (d). 

4. We will take lesser sugar 
than (a) put you to the trouble (b) of 
fetching more (c). No error (d). 

5. For every new project that (a) 
goes up stream in India (b) there are a 
hundred others that run a ground (c). 
No error (d). 

Direction: In questions 6 to 10, 
four alternatives are suggested for 
each blank in each question. Choose 
the correct alternative. 

6. The notice at the petrol 
pump should be: 

(a) all engines need to be 
switchM off 

{b) all engines must be 
switched off 

(c) all engines have to be 
switched off 

(d) all engines must have to be 
switched off 

7. The government is confident 

that the standard of living will begin 
to_^again soon. 

(a) flourish (b) rise 

(c) lift (d) receive 

8. Ever since his parents died, 

his uncle has_all his 

needs. 

(a) seen off 

(b) seen by 

(c) seen through 

(d) seen to 

9. Where are my spectacles? 


(a) here they ate, on your nose! 
0)) here are ffiey, on your nose! 

(c) there they are, on your 
nose! 

(d) there are they, on your 
nose! 

10. A great change has 

come_the world since the war. 

(a) in (b) into 

(c) over {d) about 

Direction: In questions 11*15 
choose the word opposite in mean* 
ing to ttie given word. 

11. Mundane 

(a) superb 

(b) excellent 

(c) heavenly 

(d) extra ordinary 

12. Accomplice 
(<i) acce.ssory 

(b) opponent 

(c) escort 

(d) friend 

13. Laconic 
{a) bucolic 

(b) prolific 

(c) profligate 

(d) prolix 

14. Agony 

(a) bliss 
Q}) fear 

(c) ecstasy 

(d) pleasure 

15. Paternity 
(rt) anc«}tors 

(b) offspring 

(c) successors 

(d) posterity 

Direction: Four alternatives are 
given for the idioms in questions 16 
to iO. Choose the best alternative 
which expresses the meaning of the 
idiom. 

16. Being an inti-overt, he will 
only eat his heart out. 

(d) eat too much 

(b) suffer silently 

(c) keep brooding 

(d) invite trouble 


17. He bids fair to be an excellent 
cricketer. 

(d) is unlikely 

(b) is confident 

(c) seems likely 

(dj is ambitious 

18. At Christmas, even the elder¬ 
ly father paint the town red . 

(d) spill red-wire 

(b) indulge in rioting 

(c) paint the hou.ses red 

(d) have a lively time 

19. Ho has reached present posi¬ 
tion in his job through elbow grease . 

(a) flattering his superiors 

(b) his persistent fighting 

(c ) his hard work 

(d) his good connections 

20. Hari thought his skill would 
match up to Ramesh's bulk, butin the 
fight he was beaten neck and crop . 

(d) .sw'iftly 

(b) profound Ij- 

(c) completely 

(d) .softly 

Direction: In questions 21 to 25, 
a sentence has been written in four 
different ways. Find the correct one. 

21. (a) Anita was .sitting with 
her husband on the steps of the 
temple w’hen Bunti and Bittoo came 
up with her lap full of newspapers. 

(b) With her lap full of 
newspapers, Anita was sitting with 
her husband on the steps of the 
temple when Bunti and Bittoo came 
up. 

(c) Anita with her lap full of 
new.spapers was sitting with her hus¬ 
band on the steps of the temple when 
Bunti and Bittoo came up. 

(d) Anita was sitting with her 
husband on the steps of the temple 
with her lap full of newspapers when 
Bunti and Bittoo came up. 

22. (a) It is a pleasure to sec an 
alligator basking in the sunshine on a 
river bank as long as 90 feet long. 

(b) It is a pleasure to see an al- 
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Ugator basking as long as 90 feet long 
basking in the sunshine on a river 
bank. 

(c) It is a pleasure to see an al> 
ligator basking as long as 90 feet long 
in the sunshine on a river bank. 

(d) It is a pleasure to see an al- 
ligator basking in the sunshine as 
long as 90 feet long on a river bank. 

23. (a) He blew out his brains, 
after bidding his wife goodbye with a 
gun. 

(h) With a gun, he blew out his 
brains, after bidding his wife good¬ 
bye. 

(c) He blew out his brains with a 
gun, after bidding his wife goodbye. 

(d) He blew out with a gun his 
brains, afte^ bidding his wife good¬ 
bye. 

24. (a) I was rather impressed 
by the manner of the speaker than by 
his matter. 

(|j) Rather 1 was impressed by 
the manner of the speaker than by his 
matter. 

(c) 1 was impressed by the man¬ 
ner of the speaker rather than by his 
matter. 

(d) 1 was impressed rather by the 
manner of the speaker than by iiis 
matter. 

25. (a) Nobody will want to 
play in his team if he does not treat 
people kindly. 

(t>) If he does not treat people 
kindly nobody will play to want nis 
team. 


(r) Nobody will treat people 
kindly if he does not want to play in 
his team. 


(d) Nobody will want to treat 
people if he does not play in his team 
kindly. 


Direction: Read the sentences P, 
Q, R, S and put them between first 
and last sentence given, in proper 
sequence. 

26. 1. lalso demand adventure 
,for myself. 

(P) As a physiologist I can try ex¬ 
periments on myself. 

(Q) Life without danger would be 
like life mustard. 

(R) Love of adventure does not 
mean love of thrills. 

(S) 1 can also participate in wars 
and revolutions or which I ap¬ 


prove. 

6. The satisfaction of adventure 
is something much more solid than a 
thrill. 

(a) PROS {b) RPSQ 

(c) SQRP (<0 QPSR 

27. 1. Trunks, trains, planes and 
refrigerator ships are new ways of 
carrying food. 

(P) In many countries women carry 
food to market on their heads. 

(Q) High in the Andes Mountains 
long lines of Illamas, each with 
a heavy bag to grains, pick their 
way along rocky trails. 

(R) But a great deal of food is still 
carriedl on the heads of women 
and backs of animals. 

(S) Over the desert sands camels 
carry loads of salt, dates and 
cheese from one oasis to 
another. 

6. And in a lonely bay a fisher¬ 
man still rows home with the day's 
catch. 

(a) PQRS (b) RSQP 

(c) RPQS (tO RPSQ 

28. 1. Music, like literature is an 
art that deals with sound. 

(P) Literature makes use of words 
which are sounds. 

(Q) They alvso have meanings- 

(R) And the writer must be con¬ 
cerned with the effect produced 
by the sounds he uses. 

(S) But words are not only sounds. 
6. They refer to specific things 

other than them.selves such as objects 
and ideas. 

(a) SRPQ (b) PSQR 

(c) PRSQ (d) RPSQ 

29. 1. We talk about democracy, 
but when it comes to any particular 
thing, we prefer a man belonging to 
our caste and community. 

(P) We must be in a position to 
respect a man as a man. 

(Q) It means our democracy is a 
phoney kind of democracy. 

(R) We must extend opportunities 
for development for those who 
deserve them. 

(S) Our weakness for our own caste 
and community should not in¬ 
fluence our decision. 

6. Favouritism and nepotism 
have been responsible for much dis¬ 
content in our country. 

(a) PQRS (b) RPQS 


(c) SRPQ (d) QPRS 

30. 1. There was a time Egypt , 
faced economic crisis. 

(P) Cottcwi is ttie chief export com¬ 
modity of Egypt 

(Q) Foreign trade depends on cul¬ 
tivation of cotton on large scale. 

(R) It became necessary for Egypt to 
boost cotton crops. 

(S) Only by means of increasing 
foreign trade Egypt could suiv 
vive. 

6. Egypt was able to sustain it¬ 
self by its cotton produce. 

(a) SRQP (b) PQRS 

(c) RPSQ (d) QRPS 

Direction: Read the passage 
and give the answer to questions 
from 31 to 35. 

Passage I 

There are few books which go 
with, midnight, solitude and a 
candle. It is much easier to say what 
does not please us than what is exact¬ 
ly right. The book must be anyhow 
som^ing benedictory by a sinning 
fellow man. Cleverness would be 
repellent at such an hour. Cleverness, 
anyhow is the level of mediocrity 
today; we are all infernally clever. 
The first witty and perverse paradox 
blows out the candle. Only the sick 
mind craves cleverness, as a morbid 
mind turns to drink. The late candle 
throws its beams a great distance, 
and its rays make transparent much i 
that seemed messy and important. I 
The mind at rest beside that light, ; 
when the house is asleep, and the 
consequential affairs of the urgent 
world have diminished to their right 
proportions because we see them dis¬ 
tantly, from another and a more tran¬ 
quil place in the heavens, where duty, 
honour, witty arguments, controver¬ 
sial logic on great questions, appear 
such as will hardly leave the trace of 
fossil in the indurated mud which 
will cover them—the mind then 
smiles at cleverness. For though at 
that hour the body may be dog-tired, 
the mind is white and lucid like that 
of a man from whom a fever has 
abated. It is bare of illusions. It has a 
sharp focus smaU and star-like, as a 
clear and lonely flame left burning by 
the altar of a shrine from which all 
have gone but one. A book that ap¬ 
proaches that light in the privacy of 
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timt place must come, as it were, with 
op^ and honest pages. 

31. The passage is primarily 
concierned widi 

(rt) books for clever people 

(f>) books for sick mind 

(c) books for mid-night read¬ 
ing 

(d) books for day-light reading 

32. A book for bed-time reading 
must be: 

(a) .sick and morbid 

(b) cle\'er and witty 

(c) open and hon«t 

(d) infernal and repellent 

33. What is the state of mind in 
the tighted privacy of one's room at 
mid-night? 

(a) witty 

(b) sharp 

(c) controversial 

{d) tired 

34. What is easier to say? 

(a) what is exactly right 

(b) wliat is benedictory 

(c) what is infernally clever 

(d) what does not please 

35. What does a morbid mind 
crave? 

(a) dritvk 

(b) a clcarand lonely flame 

(c) the altar of a shrine 

(d) a tranquil place 

Passage II 

It will be a mistake to think that 
he was given only 'bouquets', he also 
received many 'brickbats'. The Chris¬ 
tian missionaries took alarm at his 
popularity. They used to raise funds 
by preaching that India was the land 
of heatherus waiting to be .saved by 
Christianity. The American press 
now began to say that it was a shame 
that anybody should try to teach 
India religion rather the world 
should sit at her feet to learn it. 
Vivekananda also said that India did 
not need religion, but material sup¬ 
port. The missionaries found that the 
subscriptions they had so long been 
receiving from the people were 
steadily declining. They blamed it on 
Swamijee. They now started 
denigrating him in all manner of 
ways. They even began ti> spread 
scandals against his personal charac¬ 
ter. Strangely enough even .some of 


his own countrymen joined them in 
this for reasons of their own. But 
"Truth alone prevails", as Swamijee 
always preached. He did not try to 
defend himself, but others stood up 
for him and vehemently protested. 
Finally, all such mean attempts failed 
and his reputation only rose higher 
and higher. 

36. Vivekananda was criticised 
by missionaries in America because 

(fl) he opposed the tenets of 
Christianity 

(b) he was a bad student of 
western thet>logy 

(r) Americans had become 
very fond of him 

(d) he did not allow them to 
raise funds in India 

37. He told the American people 
that India 

(a) was self-sufficient In 
religion though poor 

(b) required religious and 
material help 

(c) would teach religion to 
those who sit at her feet 

(d) did not approve of the 
catholic church 

38. Vivekananda did not defend 
himself because 

(a) he was in foreign land 

(b) he had brought many 
friends along to fight for 
him 

(c) he believed in the ultimate 
triumph of truth 

(d) some of his countrymen 
were opposing him 

3Q. Vivekananda's rapport with 


the American people 

(a) caused a drop in church's 
collections 

(b) annoy<cd the American 
government 

(c) made his h'iends desert 
him 

(d) helped India get subsbm- 
tial aid 

40. The passage teaches us 

(a) not to visit foreign lands 

(b) not to believe in religions 
other than our own 

(i ) not to get involved in scan¬ 
dals 


ANSWERS 


1. (a) 'Poor as they are'. 

2. (b) 'We cannot force anybody'. 

.1 (fi) host of....'. 

4. (a) 'We will take less sugar 
than'. 


5. 

id) 

No error. 



6. 

ib) 

7. 

(J’) 

8. 

id) 

9. 

(«-) 

.10. 

id) 

n. 

(«) 

12. 

(/») 

1.3. 

(b) 

14. 

(«) 

15. 

(b) 

16. 

(b) 

17. 

ic) 

18. 

id) 

19. 

(c) 

20. 

(c) 

21. 

ib) 

22. 

(«) 

23. 

ic) 

24. 

(«) 

25. 

{«) 

26. 

id) 

27. 

(t') 

28. 

(b) 

29. 

id) 

30. 

(«) 

31. 

(c) 

32. 

ic) 

33. 

id) 

34. 

ic) 

35. 

(a) 

36. 

ic) 

37. 

ib) 

38. 

ic) 

39. 

(a) 

40. 

ic) 
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GENERAL INTELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—I 


Finfl out tttc ntiwing numbeis: 

I. 2; 9; 28; 65;... 

(a) 121 (/») 195 (c) 126 {d) 103 (<*) 96 

2. 6; 14; 26;...; 62 

(a) 52 ((») 54 (c) 44 (d) 42 (e) 50 

3. 101; 100;...; 87; 71; 46 

(«) 92 (b) 88 (c) 89 (d) 96 (<•) 99 

4. 100; 50; 52; 26; 28;...; 16; 8 

(a) 30 (6) 36 (c) 14 (d) 32 (i*) 12 

5. 8; 11; 19; 26; 19; 11;... 

(a) 8 (6) 14 (c) 6 (d) 15 (p) 12 

6.16;...; 18; 20; 20; 23; 22; 26 

(a) 19 (6) 21 (c) 12 (d) 16 (p) 17 

7. 79; 71; 61;...; 35; 19 

(a) 49 (6) 52 (c) 45 (d) 44 (c) 48 

8. 2;0;3;1;4;2;...;3 

(a) 0 (b) 5 (c) 3 (d) 4 (<•) 1 

Find the odd*inan out from the series of numbers 
given below: 

9. (a) 17 (6) 19 (c) 25 

(d) 29 (p) 33 

10. (a) 8 (/>) 15 (r) 22 

(d) 30 (p) 36 

II. (a) 1 (/>) 4 (c) 9 

(d) 15 (p) 25 

12, (a) 2 (6) 3 (f) 5 

(d) 9 (£') 15 


Find out the missing numbers: 

13. r~ 6 i 8 


6 

8 

9 

3 

10 

14 

9 (ft) 7 

(c) 14 

2 

3 

9 

17 

65 

/i.\ 

129 

inn /-\ n 


13 

1 



25 

4 

57 

9 

71 

6 

52 

7 

23 

(ft) 1 

1 (£•) 31 

(d)~15 


Q. 16>18. The numbeis have been arranged accord¬ 
ing to an identical pattern. Find out tite missing num¬ 
bers: 


16. 25 17 
32 83 
26 ? 
(a) 26 
(d) 38 

17. 7 10 
? 28 

13 1 

(a) 9 
(d) 6 

18. 16 14 
15 34 

3 16 

(a) 15 
(d) 14 


ib) 25 

{e) 21 


(c) 34 


(c) 15 


(a) 15 (b) 16 (c) 17 

(d) 14 ((') 19 

For questions 19. to 22.: 

□ means 'is bigger than' 

A means 'is smaller than' 

O means 'is euqal to' 

X means'plus’ 

= means 'minus' 

19. Ifa^candbxdOcthen 

(a) dUa (6) aOd (r) bUc 

(d) d A a (r) c □ a 

20. If a = b A d = c and a O c then 

(a) d □ b (6) d A b (c) b O d 

(d) aGd (<•) aOd 

21. IfaxbxcObxcxdthen 

(a) d O c (ft) a □ d (c) a O d 

(d) bOd (p) bQd 

22. If bQ cbut Aa and c xd Oa then relation between 
b and d will be: 

[a) d^b (ft) dAb (c) bOd 

(d) bAd (p) Can't say 

Find the odd-man out: 

23. (.1) IJH (ft) TRP . (c) SQO 

(d) YVT (c) MKI 

24. (a) VVYUV (ft) HFK] (c) RPTS 

(d) LJNM (c) DBFE 


(p) hQc 


(c) bOd 


(c) aOd 


(c) bOd 

(c) SQO 
(c) RPTS 
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25. (a) BYCX 

(b) EVFU 

(c) JPKO 

(d) LOMN 

(e) GSHR 


‘26. (a) YZBE 

(b) MNPT 

(c) RSUX 

(d) PQSV 

(e) BCEH 


27. (a) SRPM 

(b) WVTQ 

(c) FECA 

(d) QPNK 

(c) NMKH 



If all the letters in the alphabets were written in 
reverse order: 

28. Which letter will be exactly in the middle of 16th 
letter from the right and 13lh from left? 

{a) P (b) H (c) R (d) M 

' (e) O 

29. On which number from the left is 'L'? 

(a) 15 (b) 12 (f) 16 (fO 14 

(e) 13 

30. The five vowels will be on numbers: (from left) 

((7) 6,14,17,23,26 (b) 1,5,9,15,22 

(c) 6,12,19,23,26 (d) 7,16,18,23,26 

(e) 6,12,18, 22,26 

Questions 31 to 34 are based on the letters in the 
word 'CONSIDERATION'. 

31. The letter, exactly in the middle of 8th from the 
right and 10th from the left is; 

(a) D (b) R (c) E (d) A 

(e) None of these 

32. If all the vowels were removed how many letters 
would be left? 

(a) 6 (b) 8 (c) 9 (d) 7 

(c) None of these 

33. How many letters have cKcurred twice? 

(fl) None (b) 1 (c) 2 

(d) 3 (e) 4 

34. If all the letters in the word were to be arranged 
alphabetically, the fourth letter from the beginning would 


(a) D (b) E (c) C (d) 1 
(c) N 


The diagram given below shows the number of stu> 
dents who got distinction in these three subjects out of 
500 students. 



35. What is the percentage of students who got dis¬ 
tinction in hvo subjects? 


(a) 10% (b) 10.5% (c) 8% 


(d) 9% (e) 12% 


36. What is the percentage of ^dents out of500 who 
got distinction? 


(a) 40% 

(5) 35% 

(c) 38% 

(d) 25% 

(e) 28% 


37. The percentage of students with distinction 
marks in Maths is: 

(a) 19.2% 

(b) 18.6% 

(c) 18.5% 

(d) 17.8% 

(e) 20.6% 


Words in the following questions are followed by 
their codes. Your task is to find out the right code for 
letter enclosed in box in each question: 

38. W E 1 [g] H 

T 


(a) 1 (b) n 

(c) w (f) X 

(c) k 

(d) p 

39. A [T] M O S 

; T 


(a) u (1>) V 

(0 z , (/) y 

(f) w 

(d) j 

40. S T k I K [Ej 


(a) m (h) w 

(e) X (/)v 

(<■') P 

(d) 8 

41.['s']E C T O 

R 


(a) p (b) z 

(e) m (Oh 

(c) V 

(d) w 

42. S [h J 1 E 1. 

D 


(a) V (b) q 

{«■) y (Op 

(C) X 

(d) n 

43. G R A [T^ E S 


(a) V (/») q 

(tO j (0 1 

(c) m 

Id) p 

44. If BROUGHT is 

coded as 

CQPTHGU then 

DESPATCH will be: 


(a) CDTQBDSG 

(b) EDTOBUDG 

(c) EFTQBUDI 

(d) CDROBSDG 

. (p) EDTOBSDG 



45. If 'KERALA' is 

coded as 

'BMBSFL' then 

'KASHMIR' is: 



(a) SJNITBL 


(f») SNJITLB 

(f) LBTINJS 
(c) QHLGI^ZJ 


(d) JZRGLHQ 


In following questions, each lead word is followed 
by five words in which four are similar. Find the one that 
is different from others: 


46. IMAGINATION 

{«) MAIN (b) GOAT 

(f) NATION (d) ANIMATION 

(e) MOTION 

47. ALTHOUGH 

(a) LIGHT (b) LAUGH 

(c) THOUGHT (d) MOTH 


1008 JULY'94 COMPETITION MASTER 



48. ROMANCE 

(a) ROAM (&) MAN 

(c) ACE (d) ONCE 

(e) RACE 

Find the odd>man out: 



Five young women, Madhu, Kanan, Chandni, 
Shaila and Rel^a are married to doctor, naval officer, 
lawyer, sales manager and engineer but not in the same 
order. The ladies are accountant, teacher and doctor by 
profession while two are housewives. Answer questions 
54 to 57 on the basis of the information given below: 

0»e husband and wife have the same profession. 

Madhu and Kanan are not housewives nor are they 
married to the doctor or lawyer. 

Shaila and Rekha are not teacher or accountant and 
their husbands are not engineer or in na\ y. 

The sales manager is not Madhu's or Chandni's hu.s- 
band and his wife is an accountant. 

Chandni is not a teacher and the teacher's husband is 
naval officer. 

Rekha is not a doctor. 

54. The doctor's wife is: 

(a) Chandni (b) Shaila (c) Madhu 

(d) Kanan (c) Rekha 

55. Chandni is married to: 

(a) doctor (b) lawyer 

(c) naval officer (d) sales manager 

(e) engineer 

56. The two housewives are: 

(a) Rekha: Chandni (b) Madhu : Kanan 


(c) Rekha:Madhu (d) Kanan:Chandni 
(e) ShaUa: Rekha 

57. Which of the following is die right couple? 

(fl) Rekha;lawyer ({>) Kanan:engineer 

^ (c) Madhu: lawyer (d) ShaUa: sales manager 
(e) Chandni: doctor 

3 

58. The income of Mr Arya is ^ of the income of Mr 

Bhatt. Three years back their total income was Rs. 10550 
per month. If each'has been getting an inclement of Rs. 50 
for the last diree years what is Mr Bhatt's income now per 
month? 

(a) Rs.6250 (b) Rs.6750 

(c) Rs. 6650 (d) Rs. 6200 

(e) Rs.6350 

Six villages. A, B, C, D, E and F are situated as 
follows: 

F is two kms to the East of B. 

E is two kms to the South of D. 

C is two kms to the West of D. 

A is one km to the East of E. 

B is three kms to the north of E, 

.SQ. Wliich three are in a straight line? 


(a) BCF 

(f») CDE 

(f) BDE 

(d) DEF 

(e) None of these 


Which two are the farthest? 


(n) BandD 

(b) BandC 

(c) C and F 

(d) .AandF 

(c) AandD 



61. In a group of 50 students every student knows 
either swimming or riding or both. If 35 students know 
swimming and 29 know riding how many know both? 

(a) 20 (b) 14 (c) 15 (d) 18 

(c) None of these 

62. In a line of 39 children, Saurabh b 23rd from the 
beginning and Gaurav 25th from the end. How many 
children are there between them? 

(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

63. In a group photograph of six friends: 

Chitra is between Abhay and Edna. 

Bhanu is to the right of Firdaus. 

There b one person between Firdaus and Edna. 
Dinesh is to the right of Abhay. 

Who are on extreme comers? 

(a) Abliay & Firdaus 

(b) Bhanu and Edna 

(c) Dinesh and Firdaus 

(d) Ehnesh and Abhay 

(e) None of these 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) The series is -(-1; 2^ + 1; 3^ +1... 7. (a) The num 

?. (d) The numbers have a difference of 4,8,12,16... There are 

3. (d) Go on deducting 1^; 2^; 3^'.. from numbers. W Thediffe 


4. (c) The second number is “ of the first and then add 2 


5. {a) After 26 the same numbers follow in reverse order. 

6. (e) There an? two series, 16,18, 20, 22 and 17, 20, 23, 

26... 


7. (a) ThenumbershaveadifferenceofS, 10,12,14... 

8. (/?) There are two series, 2,3,4,5... and 0,1,2,3... 

9. {b) The difference in numbers is 4. 

10. id) The series is 7+ 1,14+ 1,21 + 1... 

11. (d) All the other numbers are squares of numbers. 

12. (e) Each next numbt r is double -1 of the preceding 

number. 

13. (e) the line-wise and coiumn>wise total is 25. 

14. (c) Each next number is x2~l of the preceding numb^. 
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15. {b) The line-wise and colunui'Wise total is 86. 

16. to 18. Tfef number in the centre is the total cf first and 
third lines and columns. 


16. 

(4) 

17. (b) 

18. (a) 

19. 

id) 

20. 

(«) 

21. 

(c) 

22. (e) 

23. (d) 

24. 

ib) 

25. 

ie) 

26. 

ib) 

27. (c) 

28. ie) 

29, 

(fl) 

30. 

ie) 

31. 

ib) 

32. (d) 

33. (d) 

34. 

ib) 

35. 

ic) 

36. 

(c) 

37. (d) 






38. to 43. Sort out common letters in words and match 
them with common code letters e.g. C and E occur in (38) and 
(43) so do I and p, but p occurs in (40) as well which proves that 
p is the code for E and I is the codefbr G. 

38. (a) 39. (f) 40. (c) 41. (c) 42. (d) 

43. (b) 

44. (e) Letters 1,3,5,7... are the next ones and the remain¬ 

ing preceding ones in the alphabetical order. 

45. (a) Reverse the letters of the word and the next letters 

in the alphabets are their codes. 

46. (e) Letters in other words are from main word. This 

one has an extra 'O'. 

47. (b) All the others have one letter which is not in the 

main word. This one has none. 

48. (ft) For other words, letters picked for the word have 

been used without changing their order. 

49. (c) The direction of lines is wrong. 

50. D. The angle of the other figure is different from others. 

51. B. In all the others there is a difference of one line in 

horizontal and vertical lines. 

52. D. Theother figure must have only one arm extra. 

53. C. The second one is the mirror image of the letter, 

here the mirror image precedes tlie letter. 

55. (r) 56. (fl) 57. (a) 58. (d) 


• @ 


© • © 


© © 

62. (b) 63. (c) 

For the non-verbal serifs, study each individual part of the 
figure independently and mark its movement, speed, swing, 
shape, occurrence, change during movement and its relation¬ 
ship with the other figures. Some figure may also disappear or 
be added (Q. 73) according to a definite pattern. The sp^ may 
remain same or go on increasing (Q. 71) or decreasing. Tte 
figure may also move abng certain points (Q. 70). 

64. E 65. B 66. B 67. A 68. C 

69. B 70. A 71. D 72. E 73. B 


54. (b) 




59. (i-j 

60. (c) 


61. (6) 
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GENERAL INiaUGENCE 


. T. 

TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd«man out: 

1. {a) Mayas (b) Maoris (c) Eskimos 

(d) Cadiolics (e) Zulus 

2. (a) rubber (b) paper (c) gum 

(d) wool (e) teak 

3. (a) cultivate (b) dye (c) sow 

id) plough (c) reap 

4. (a) society (b) community (c) nation 

(d) public (e) individual 

5. (a) furnace (b) stove (c) tandoor 

(d) pyre (e) oven 

6. (a) Kandla (b) Mysore 

(c) Vishakhapatnam (d) Cochin 

(e) Bombay 

7. (a) vigour (b) strength (c) spirit 

(d) command (e) boldness 

8. (a) crab (b) fish (c) octopus 

(d) scorpion (e) crocodile 

Tick-mark the choice that is identical in relation¬ 
ship to the relationship between items given in ques¬ 
tion: 

9. shirt; garment 


(a) pen:pencil 

(b) rose'.garden 

(c) gun:weapon 

(d) train:engine 

10. copper:zinc 


(a) boat; raft 

(b) bicycle: road 

(c) bat .-cricket 

(d) lamp:light 

11. paper: match-box 


(a) fire:flame 

(b) stone: building 

(c) TV: antenna 

(d) hammer:nail 

12. shoe:leather 


(a) table:wood 

(b) cotton: silk 

(c) dress:stitch 

(d) dictionary: words 

13. colours: painting 


(a) spices: cooking 

(b) clothes:body 

(c) salads: vitamin 

(d) medicines: ailment 

14. prince: queen 


(a) heir: throne 

(b) son; family 

(c) cub:tigress 

id) dog: faithfulness 

15. pity:heart 


(a) first-aid: accident 

(b) strength: boxer 

(c) logic:mind 

id) notes:music 
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16. patriotism; citizens 

(a) homage: martyrs 

(b) concentration: students 

(c) character: values 

(d) morality: truthfulness 

Match the questions with choice having similar 
relationship among Items. Order of the items need not be 
the same. 

17. door; chair: stick 

(a) ICU: hospital: wards 

18. lawn: trees: park 

(b) bulb: bottle: gkss 

19. Mars: Earth : Saturn 

(c) Europe: Paris: France 

20. diamond: box: ring 

(if) aspro; anacin ; disprin 

21. dislike; hatred ; aversion 

(c) brick: pitcher; statue 

22. towel: cotton; bedsheet 

0 punctuality; regularity : steadiness 

23. If 1st January 1966 is going to fall on Monday, the 
31st December of this year will be on; 

(a) Sunday (b) Monday (c) Tuesday 

(d) Wednesday (e) Friday 

Each item in questions 24-29 has been represented 
by a circle irrespective of its size. Match the questions 
with the right figure on the basis of relationship 
among items. 

24. cup: crockery: saucer 



25. doctors: women: men 





26. patient: hospital: bed 



28. book: exercises: difficult 



29. vegetable: tomato; orange 

• o o o 

30. C is taller than E but shorter than D who is shorter 
than B. A is shorter than C but taller than E. If these five 
stood according to their height and we started counting 
from the tallest, who will be the fourth person? 

(rt) A (h) B (c) C (d) D (c) E 

The average age of the members of a family, consist¬ 
ing of father, moAei^ a son and a daughter is 26 years. 
Father is 3 years older dian the mother and the sister is 3 
years younger than her brother. If the mother was 24 
when their son was bom: 

.31. What is the age of the mother now? 

(a) 40 (f>) 38 (c) 37 (d) 39 

(c) None of these 

32. How old was father when the daughter was bom? 
(«) 29 (h) 31 (c) 33 (d) 28 

(e) None of these 


__ SYLLOGISMS _ 

TYPE I 

In (juesthns 33 to 40, a situation has been explained in a few 
statements followed by a coiwluswn. You luwe to say whether the 
conclusion: 

(a) necessarily follows from the statements 

(b) is only a long drawn one. 

(c) definitely does re>t follow horn die statements. 

(d) is doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 
Note: Your answers should only be in the l^ltt of the state¬ 


ments given in the question. 

Statements: 

33. 1. In ancient days, dd people used to go to 

'tapovans' to lead a 'vanprasdia' life. 

2. These tapovans were secluded abodes in the 
lap of nature where spiritual and intellectual 
quest could be pursued. 

3. Now a days, some old people go to old homes. 

Conclusbn: These old homes are situated in places away 
from the city and are centres of spiritual learn¬ 
ing. 

(«) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

34. 1. Most of the students complained that die ques¬ 

tion-paper of Mathematics was too long and 
too difficult. 

2. Some students solved file paper correctly in the 
allotted time. 

Conclusion: These few stud«ats were exceptionally good 
in Mathematics. 

(a) □ (f>) □ (c) □ id) □ 

Statetnents: 

‘ 35. 1. Some poets sing their poems in 'kavi 
sammelans'. 

2. Some recite their poems without singing. 

Conclusion: The second type of poets are not good singers. 
(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

36. 1. Some lyricists plagiarise western music. 

2. Some use folk tunes as a base. 

Conclusion: No lyricist comes out with original composi¬ 
tion. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statetnents: 

37. 1. Fashiems mostly return after a decade 
2 Bell bottoms are in vogue these days. 

Conclusion: Bells were in fashion ten years back. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statements: 

38. 1. Some of the milk-men in Bombay are im¬ 

migrant from eastern U.P, 

2. Some of the rickshaw pulters in Bengal are also 
immigrants from eastern U.P. 

Conclusion: There is not much scope fra-these professions 
in the eastern parts of U.P. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) Q 
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Statements: 

39. 1. Whenever the pay scales or the allowances 

of the government servants are revised, the 
prices of the essential commodities rise a 
bit. 

2. There is no increase in the wages of persons 
working with private sectore. 

Concluskm: Persons working in private sectors can buy 
d)ings at the old rates. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

Statetnents: 

40. 1. Young persons do not care much for the advice 

given by experts to keep healthy. 

2. Grown up people observe the health rules very 
carefully. 

Conclusion: During youth, people generally face no 
health problems so they are not health corv- 
scious. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ 


TYPE II 

In questions 41 to 48, statements 1 and 2 are followed by 
conclusions 1 and 11. Taking the statements to he true although 
they may appear at variance with commonly accepted frets, tick- 
mark your answers as under: 

(a) Only conclusion I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Both I and II follow. 

(d) Either I follows or 11. 

(e) Neither 1 follows nor II. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Some apples are nuts. 

2. All nuts are drinks. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some drinks are apples. 

II. All drinks are nuts. 

{a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements: 

42. 1. All birds are flowers. 

2. Some flowers are red. 

Cottclusions: 

I. Some birds are red. 

II. No bird is red. 

(fl) □ (b) □ tc) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some Ministers an; cannon balls. 

1 All pcK'ts are cannon balls. 
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Conclusions: 

1. Some Ministers are poets. 

U. Every cannon ball is eidner miiuster or poet. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) a (d) Q (e) □ 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some aeroplanes are big. 

2. Some aeroplanes are white. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some big aeroplanes are white. 

II. No white aeroplane is big. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) Q (e) □ 

Statements: 

45. 1. All pencils are swords. 

2. All swords are blunt. 

Conclusions: 

1. All pencils are blunt 

H. All swords are pencils. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some roses are mangoe.s. 

2. Some mangoes are cakes. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some cakes are roses. 

11. Some roses are not mangoes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statetnmts: 

47. 1. All good students are tall. 

2. All tall students wear glasses. 

Conclusions: 

1. All good students wear glas.ses. 
n. No bad student wears glasses. 

(<i) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (£•) □ 

Statements: 

48. 1. Mohan is taller than Rohit who is taller than 

Anu and Rishi. 

2. Tahir is shorter than Rishi but taller than Anu 
who is taller than jitendra. 

Conclusions: 

I. Mohan is the tallest 

II. Jitendra is the shortest. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE III 

In questions given below, a statement is frUotoed by implica¬ 
tions i and II. An implication i-: something hinted at, suggested 
or taken for granted. Tick-mark your answers as under: 

(a) Only 1 is implicit 

(b) Only U is implicit 



(c) Both 1 and n are implicit 

(d) Either I or II is implicit 

(e) Neither I nor II is implicit 

Statement: 

49. A sale of American diamond jeweilery attracted 
heavy rush of buyers. 

Implications: 

I. The prices at which the articles were offered 
were easily affordable. 

n. The articles were unique and had a da 2 zlmg 
variety. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

50. The candidate, who promised total liquor prohibi¬ 
tion in his area did not win the election. 

bnplkalbns: 

I. 1’he voters did not want liquor prohibition. 

II. The rival candidate was more popular. 

(a) □ (h) □ (r) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

51. Many persons are falling victims to jaundice in a 
certain area. 

Implications: 

I. The area lacks drxrtors. 

II. The Municipal Committee ha.s not taken suffi¬ 
cient steps to check sanitation and drinking 
water etc regularly. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (f) □ id) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

52. Surgeons put on green clothes during operation 
hours. 

Implications: 

I. Green is an auspicious colour. 

II. Green is soothing to the eve. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

53. The entire opposition severely criticised the 
government for its decision to sign the GATT. 

Implications: 

L The government did not consult the members of 
the opposition regarding the decision to sign 
the GATT. 

n. The opposition was not convinced with the ar¬ 
guments given by the government in favour of 
the GATT. 

(fl) □ (h) □ (c) □ id) Q (e) □ 


Statement: 

54. The authorities are bent upon maintaining tiie 
ecological balance by protecting and promoting wild life. 

Implications: 

I. The wild animals kill lots of human beings and 
thus keep a control on the growing population. 

II. If such a step is not taken, some species might 
disappear altogether. 

(fl) □ ib) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

55. Women are more kind-hearted and patient than 
men. 

Implications: 

I. The formation of the heart of men and women 
is different. 

II. No man is kind-hearted. 

(a) □ (b) □ (r) □ Id) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

.56. More and more tourist centres are being 
developed in India. 

Implications: 

I. Tourism is a great source of income. 

II. The existing tourist centres are over-crowded 
hence not enough for tourists. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPE IV 

In each cfliu'fallouwg questionsa problem is given followed 
by Courses of Action I and 11. A course of action is a proposed 
plan, a suggestim or an adininistraliw decision that may help to 
solve the prabicnj or may improve the conditions that are required 
to end the problem. Weigh the proposed Courses of Action and 
tick-mark your answers as follows: 

(а) Only I is the r»ght Course of Action. 

(б) Only 11 is right. 

(c) Both 1 and II are right. 

(rf) Either 1 or II is right. 

(c) Neither I nor II Is right. 

57. The Indian Community is not feeling safe in 
countT)' X due to the outbreak of civil war there. 

I. The leaders of the Community should contact 
the Indian Ambassador there and ask him to 
make arrangements for tiieir return to India. 

II. The Indian Ambassador should request the 
head of the Slate to provide security to tiie In¬ 
dian Community. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

58. The attention of the government is constantly been 
drawn to atrocities against women. 

I. The Prime Minister should make personal en- 
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q\iiry to test the authenticity of these cases, 
n. Law regarding^these crimes dKouid be revised 
and made very strict 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

59. The children of the labour class of road builders 
are deprived of education as they keep on moving from 
one place to the other. 

I. A mobile unit of teachers should be appointed 
to teach these children. 

n. Special buses should be arranged to take these 
children to school. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ (?) □ 

60. The prices of sugar are rising unchecked. 

I. Mcve and more farmers should be encouraged 
to grow sugarcane. 

TI. Sugar should be imported from other countries, 
(a) □ (6) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

61. In the local government hospital, patients can be 
seen lying on ground in corridors. 

T. The patiM\ts should be sent to private hospitals 
at government expenses. 

U. The hospital authorities should apply to the 
department concerned to build additional 
wings. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

62. The sale of a certain brand of tea lias been con¬ 
stantly dropping. 

i. The owners of the company should compare the 
quality and price of their product with the 
producte of other rival companies. 

II. The price per packet should be reduced. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

63. Too many accidents have been reported on a road 
that connects new colonies with the old city. 

I. The road should be made broad. 

n. Traffic Police should be appointed there to con¬ 
trol the traffic. 

(a) □ (6) □ (c) □ (d) J (c) □ 

64. Oil must be saved to check the international oil 
crisis. 

I A ration should be imposed on supply of oil. 

II. The production of oil consuming vehicles 
should be limited. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

TYPEV 

For admission in a technical mtitiitiott, the folknoing con¬ 
ditions are required: 

(i) The candidate must have secured 60% marks at the 
Senior Higher Secondary Examination. In case of S.C. and 
S.T. the minimum percentage is 55%. 

(«) The minimum percentage required for science 
sub)«t5 is 70%. In case of S.C. and S.T. there is a relaxation 


of 10%. 

(ill) The candidate should be a bonafide resident of 
State 'X' where the institution is .sibaated. 

{iv) If a candidate has participated in sports and 
games at the national level, there is a relaxation of 4% in 
marks obtained, but the case is referred to The Director of 
the Institution for recommendation. 

(v) A cand idate can be admitted if he/she has secured 
75% marks or above in science subjects and 58% in grand 
total. 

I 

(vi) If a candidate is notabonahde resident of State'X' | 
but has secured 75% or above marks in science subjects and ' 
60% in grand total his case would be sent to the Chairman 
for recommendation. 

Given bebnv are the details of eight candid/ites mlling to seek 
admission in the Institution. On the basis of the facts given, mark 
your answers asfblknos: 

(a) The candidate would be admitted. 

(h) The ca.se would be sent to the Director. 

(f) The case would be .sent to the Chairman. 

(d) Both, the Director and the Chairman would .study 
the ca.se. 

(e) The candidate would not be admitted. 

65. Govind, an S.C. candidate .secured 64% marks in 
science subjects, 52% mark.s in the aggregate, is a bonafide 
resident of State 'X' and has played in the national team of 
hockey. 

(a) □ (/») □ (c) □ (rf) □ (c) □ 

66. Hema .secured 56"/i> marks in the aggregate, 
76% marks in .science subjects. She is neither a 
bonafide re.sident of State 'X' nor an S.T. or S.C. can¬ 
didate. She has participated in the national tourna¬ 
ments of badminton. 

(a) □ <b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

67. Indrani is not an S.C. or S.T. candidate. She is a 
bonafide re.sident of Stale 'X'. She secured 77% marks in 
science subjects and 58% marks in the aggregate. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ ((') □ 

68. jaydev, a bonafide resident of State 'X' and a kab- 
baddi player t)f national level is an ST candidate. He 
secured 57% marks in the aggregate and 62% marks in 
science subjects. 

(a) □ (l>) □ (c) □ (d) □ fe) □ 

69. Kailash, a bonafide resident of State X is not an SC 
or ST candidate. He played basket-ball at the State level, 
secured 58% in general aggregate and 69% marks in 
science sul^ects. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

70. Laxman is neither a bonafide resident of State 'X' 
nor is an ST or SC Candida te. He secured 62% in the general 
aggregate and 78% marks in science subjects. 
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( 0 ) Q ib) Q (c) a. ^ □ (e) a 

71. Meena, an ST candidate secured 55% marks in 
aggregate and 63% in science sul^ts. 9te is a bonafide 
resident of date 'X'. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

72. Nare^ a national player of voUey-ball is not an 
SC ot ST candidate. He is a borwfide resident of State 'X'. 
He secured 70% marks in the geiwral aggregate and 61% 
marks in science subjects. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) a id) □ (e) Q 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


41. (a) 


05 000 


42. (d) 



1. (d) It is the only religious order among tribes. 

2. (d) All die others are products obtained from tree. 

3. (b) All the other terms are related to farming. 

4. (e) All the others are definite groups of in¬ 

dividuals. 

5. (d) All the others are mediums for cooking food. 

6. (1>) Ail the odiers arc harbours. 

7. id) All the others mean almost the same. 

8. (d) All the others need water to live in. 

9. (c) The items have specific and general term relation¬ 

ship. 

10. (a) Both the items belong to the same category. 

11. (d) Both arc made from the same raw material. 

12. (a) One is made from the other. 

13. {a) One is u.sed for other. 

14. (c) The items have young one and mother iclation- 

sliip. 

15. (r) One is an activity of the other. 

16. (b) One is a sought after quality among the other. 

17. (e) They are made from die same material. 

18. (a) Two of the items are situated in the third one. 

19. (d) They are different items of the same category. 

20. (c) One is inside the other. 

21. if) The three qualities are inter-related. 

22. (b) Two of the items are made from the third one. 



44. (d) 



46. (b) 



23. (c) 

24. E 

25. D 

26. B 

27. F 

28. A 

29. C 


30. (a)(BDCAE) 

31. (b) 

32. (e) (He was thirty) 

33. (d) 34. (fl) 

35. (b) 

36. (b) 

37. (fr) 

38. id) 

39. (c) 

40. (a) 


Questions of the next type are best answered by drmittg 
diagrams of each possibility and then reaching a fool-proof solu¬ 
tion. Let eadt item he represented by a circle: 



M Ro 

W T 

A, 

49. (d) 

50. (d> 

51. (b) 

51 (e) 

53. (f) 

54. (b) 

55. (e) 

56. (a) 

57. (c) 

58. (b) 

59. (d) 

60. (e) 

61. (b) 

62. (a) 

63. (c) 

64 (c) 

65. (b) 

66. (d) 

67. (a) 

68. (a) 

69. (e) 

70. (c) 

71. (a) 

71 (e) 




? 
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Facts about Science 


Medical Teims 

Iron Lung: is a medical appliance 
used when a patient's breathing 
muscles cannot function. It is also 
called tank-respirator. The patient i.s 
put in It with only his head emerging. 
Rhythmical increase and decrease of 
pressure in the tank expands and 
relaxes the patient's chest, thus help¬ 
ing him to breathe. 

Jaundice: a disease causing yel¬ 
lowness of die skin, eyes and urine 
due to the presence of tlie colouring 
matter of bile in the blood. 

Leukemia: It is a malignant con¬ 
dition of blood in which there is 
proliferative, purposele.ss increase of 
white blood cells in the blood, along 
with premature cells. Tlic condition 
usually ends fatally. 

Lysine: is an important essential 
amino acid and is used mainly as a 
diet supplement in cases of protein 
deficiency. It is known to help better 
utilisation of available food 
materials. Lysine is being used in the 
country for the fortification of bread 
and flour. It is also a constituent of 
vitamin preparations. 

Meningitis: inflammation of the 
meninges, the covering which, like a 
layer of plastic, lie.s over the brain and 
the spinal cord. Various germs may 
cause meningitis. 

Metabolism; the chemical chan¬ 
ges whereby food is changed into 
living matter and also die transfor¬ 
mation by which energy is made 
available for the use of organism. 

Microbe: a minute living being 
causing disease and fermentation. 

Morphia: is a white crystalline 
drug extracted from opium and used 
to cause sleep or make people insen¬ 
sitive to pain. 

Mumps: the swelling in the 
salivary glands in front of the ears 


which makes the face look dull. (This 
causes pain later on and it may be 
difficult to open the mouth.) 

Myopia: .short-sightedness. A 
short-sighted person is not in a posi¬ 
tion to see the distant objects clearly, 
while he can sec the near objects quite 
clearly like a person with normal 
eyesight. 

Narcotic poisonous drug taken 
to induce sleep—such as opium. 

Neuralgia: a nerve pain which 
may ari.se from disorder of an organ 
distant from the painful area. 

Neurosis: a nen'ous disorder of 
affecting the action but not the struc¬ 
ture of the nervous system, specially 
one caused by mental influences and 
not directly traceable to physical in- 
jury. 

Para.sitc: an animal or plant 
living in or upon another plant. 

Pasteurization: a process of stop¬ 
ping liquid food from being spoiled. 
This is done by the application of 
mild heat under particular conditioas 
to destroy any harmful micro-or¬ 
ganism present and thus to enhance 
its keeping pniperties. The heat tre'at- 
ment kills the vegetative cells ot most 
bacteria. The treatment was original¬ 
ly due to Louis Pasteur in the case of 
wine and boor which could be 
prevented from going bad by heating 
these beverages to about 

Pasteurized milk: It is a steril¬ 
ized milk obtained through the 
process of heating, to prevent i» from 
contamination. 

Penicillin: a new drug derived 
from a soil mould; a powerful anti¬ 
bacterial and non-toxic agent, it 
works wonders against pneumonia, 
meningitis, gonorrhoea, boils, im¬ 
petigo, burns. 

Plasma: the fluid portion of all 
blood composed of serum and a 


soluble protein which, in suitable 
conditions, forms blood clots. 

Plasma Scalpel: is a device 
reported as being developed in japan 
to iTiake possible bloodless surgery. 
The plasma scalpel will be activated 
by a spurt of high-temperature ther¬ 
mal energy from a p]a.sma jot. The 
energy will flow from a nozzle by 
utilizing the flow of inert gases like 
argon and helium, which are turned 
into a plasinic state by electric dis¬ 
charge. The tiiermal energy will bum 
through the de.sjgnnted part of a 
living bod)' and cut area will be in¬ 
stantly coagulated with heat to slop 
any bleeding. The scalpel has already 
been used on animals, even for cut¬ 
ting into livers and kidneys. 

Plastic Surgery: to set right 
physical deformity by grafting. 

Pneumonia: An acute and 
chronic inflammation of the lung tis¬ 
sues, caused by microbial, im¬ 
munological physical and chemical 
agents. Parts of the lung involved 
with the inflammatory exudate, 
specific treatment i.s the use of an- 
tibiotic.s—Penicillin. 

Poliomyelitis: "Polio" or infan¬ 
tile paralysis is a virus infection (in¬ 
flammation of the grey matter of the 
spinal cord) of the.motor nerv’es—^the 
nei-ves of movement—^at the point 
where they leave the .spinal cord. 

Potassium Permanganate: when 
dissolved in water, forms a strong 
disinfectant solution. 

Prophylactic: is a method by 
which di.seasc is warded off as by 
disinfectant of sterilization. 

Proteins: a group of chemical 
substances containing carbon, 
hj’drogen, nitrogen and oxygen 
among others. They constitute the 
chemical bases of living tissues. 

Protoplasm; is the living matter 
present in the cells of animal and 
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vegetable life. 

Pyorrhoea: infection of the gums 
causing the edges of the toodi sockets 
to blPM easily when the teeth are 
being brushed or ever otherwise. 

Psychedelic drugs: are drugs 
which produces mental state of great 
calm, intensely pleasureful percep¬ 
tion of the senses etc. (e.g., L.S.D.). 

Rabies: or Hydropholm is a dis¬ 
ease caused by the bite of or even 
licking by a mad animal, generally a 
dog or a jackal. It is treated by 
prophylactic vaccination. 

Red Corpuscles: are pale yellow 
circular discs. These discs are so 
small dial about ten million of them 
do not cKcupy more than one square 
inch of .space. They contain a red pig¬ 
ment known as Haemoglobin which 
ha.s great attraction for oxygen. 

Respiration, Mouth-to-mouth: It 
is a method of giving artificial 
respiration to babies, children, adults 
in I'oal emergencies and field condi- 
litms without use of adjunct c*quip- 
ment and has proved life-saving 
procedure. 

To prepare for mouth-to-mouth 
breathing, the first step is to quickly 
clear the mouth and throat of any 
foreign material or mucus that might 
obstruct the air-pas-sage. The rescuer 
is then to take deep breath during 
each exhalation of the patient by plac¬ 
ing hi,s mouth over the patient's 
mouth in a prescribed methtid. 

Resuscitation with expired air 
breathing is simple and effective and 
has revived many victims unrespon¬ 
sive to other methixls. 

Respiratoiy quotient: is tiie ratio 
between the quantity of oxygen in¬ 
haled and of carbon dioxide exhaled 
in one minute. 

Rickets: a bone disease usually 
affecting artificially-fed infants be¬ 
tween the ages of six to fifteen 
months, often due to lack of exposure 
to sunlight. 

Saliva: the largest glands of the 
mouth secrete saliva which contains 
a ferment called ptyalin which con¬ 
verts starch into grape sugar. The 
saliva also dissolves solid particles of 
sugar and salt. 


Smallpox: an epidemic which at¬ 
tacks people of all ages and is carried 
by excreta and droplet infection, but 
particularly by the dried scales on the 
skin of convalescent patients. 

Steriibation: is a process of 
rendering the hands, instruments, 
clothe or any other materials surgi¬ 
cally clean, that is completely free 
from 'germs'. 

Tetanus: is a disease caused by 
toxin secreted by bacillus tetani 
which lives in earth and dust. 

Trachoma: It is an infectious dis¬ 
ease of the eye. 

Transpiration: is a proces.s by 
which gas or liquid is emitted 
through the excretory organs of lungs 
and skin. 

Vaccination: A system of in¬ 
oculation against small pox dis¬ 
covered by Dr jenner. And it is usual 
for ail infants to be vaccinated within 
six months of their birth. 

Vaccine: any substance for in- 
octilalicm against disease. 

Vasectomy: means serving a 
nerve in the male reproductive sys¬ 
tem to prevent .spermatozoa from 
reaching the ovum to obviate ccmcep- 
tion. 

Virus: the smallest living or¬ 
ganism, able to grow, multiply when 
in living tissues, it is an infectious 
agent re.sponsibie for many animal 
and plant diseases such as infantile 
paralysis, measles, mumps, typhus 
etc. 

White blood corpuscles: The 
plasma of the blood contains red and 
white corpuscles. The white cor¬ 
puscles operate in connection with 
resistance to disease. 

Diseases—^Their Causes, 
Cure and Prevention 

AIDS: Abbreviated name for Ac¬ 
quired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome, the disease is said to be 
caused by a Vims. Intravenous drug 
abusers and homo-sexuals are mostly 
effected by this disease. The Virus, 
once in the blood .stream, multiplies 
many times faster than other Viruses, 
and progressively destroys the T- 
cells in the blood which help fight 
infe-ctions, thus crippling the attire 


immune system. 

The disease is fatal and the re- , 
searchers arc yet to come up with 
effective cure. 

Appendicitis: a disease of the . 
large intestine which begins with 
pain over the stomach (in the upper 
pari of the abdomen). There Is usual¬ 
ly fever and sometimes vomiting. 
The treatment is generally by 
surgery. 

Beri-Beri: is caused by lack of 
vitamin Bi, which is found in most 
gralivs, principally in the embryo and 
the outer covering. It can be 
prevented by giving a good mixed 
diet. 

Cancer, Symptoms of: According 
to experts, the following symptoms 
could be regarded as betokening the 
onset of cancer in the human body: a 
sore that does not heal, particuferiy in 
the mouth; unusual and repeated 
bleeding especially in women atter 
menopause; a lump in any part of the 
body, particularly the breast in 
women; persistent hoarseness or 
cough; persistent indigestion or dif¬ 
ficulty in swallowing; a change in the 
usual bowel habits, and a change in ■ 
the size and colour of a mole or wart. 

Cholera: Cause: —Housefly; by 
swallowing of Koch's "Coma 
bacillus" through infected water, 
food, fruits and vegetables. Cuir: 
Tomb's Cholera Mixture. Prevention: 
Anti-cholera vaccine; isolate the 
patient, prevent contamination of 
drink and food supply. 

Diabetes: There is still not the 
faintest notion as to what causes 
diabetes. Its immediate cause is, how¬ 
ever, failure in varying degrees of the 
pancreas to produce insulin and in¬ 
ability of the body to make use of 
sugar—the glucose which is the end 
prt^uct of carbohydrate digestion. 
Symptoms: increasing appetite, great 
thirst, fn.'quency in passing urine and 
presence of sugar in the urine, in¬ 
creasing loss of weight in spite of all 
that is taken in, appearance of boils 
and itching of the skin. 

The disease is incurable but can 
be kept in check by diet-ctmtrol and 
regular light exercise in mild cases 
and by regular use of insulin in 
serious cases. 
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General Knowledge 
Crossword No. 15 



ACROSS 

1. Comic imitation of sa-ious piece of writing (6). 

4. Capital of this country is Havana (4). 

6. An error in typing (4). 

7. A word that is dte name of a subject (4). 

9. A piece of fabric by means of which the wind is used 
to propel a ship (4). 

10. Her abduction to Troy by Paris instigated Trojan War 
(5). 

13. Premier news agency of India (1,1/1)- 

14. A device for measuring small volumes of liquid (5). 

15. Vientiane is capital of this country (4). 

17. A compound formed when hydrogen of an acid is 
replaced by a metal (4). 

19. Fluid found in gall bladder (4). 

20. Excess of body fat (7). 

71. Electrically charged atom (3). 


DOWN 

1. Highness or lowness in sound of one note compared 
with another (5). 

2. Allotrope of Oxygen containing three atoms in each 
molecule (5). 

3. Name of Japanese currency (3). 

4. Outer shell of the earth (5). 

5. Horse-shoe-shaped coral reef round a lagoon (5). 

6. Capital of Kenya (7). 

11. N. Scandinavian people also called Finns (5). 

12. Smallest province of South Africa (5). 

13. Religious language of Buddhism (4). 

14. Greek philosopher, pupil of Socrates (5). 

16. Blood vessel which carries de-oxygenated blood from 
the tissue to the heart (4). 

18. Abbreviated name of high explosive solid (1,1,1). 
(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 15 will appear in 
August '94 issue) 


Answers to Crossword No. 14 

Across: 1. Nodes 4. Flame 7. Logic 8. Tm 10. Comet 13. Hue 15. Tar 16. Lignite 18. Giga 19. Ozone 
Down: l.Nova 2.DNA 3. Salt 4. Fog S.Aldicmy 6. Echo 9. Inert 10. CPU 11. Dating 12. Mole 13. Halo 14. Erg 

17. Ion 
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Depression: Egotistical 

Impostor 


W HEN you allow silly emotirmal 
invaders to attack you, depres¬ 
sion follows. You retreat to an intro¬ 
verted haven where you wallow in 
your egotistical intoxication, until 
you really make yourself helpless. 

Depression is nothing but an 
egotistical impostor. Because we are 
all egotists at times, we fall into the 
blues. 

There is a perceptible change in 
behaviour. You become miserable. 
You lose ^est and vitality. You shun 
others' company. You want to be 
alone because you want to nurse 
your depression. 

It is like thLs: you think that on a 
bright day, the sun has suddenly 
vani.shed, black clouds have gathered 
on the horizon. Everything becomes 
dull, grey and boring. 

Such a state of depression can be 
caused by any number of factors— 
small or significant. It may be out of 
fatigue at work or the death of a 
loved one. In any case, it Is always in 
the mind. 

The solution is not impossible. 
You have to forget yourself. You have 
to escape from your small world of 
inverted ego and realize that your 
troubles are, in reality, surmountable. 

Once you have distracted your 
attention from over-blown pity, you 
can turn to some source outside your¬ 
self which brings you back to your 
normal self. 

Depression is not an illness. It fol¬ 
lows no regular course. It may be 
fleeting or permanent, mild or severe, 
acute or civonic. 

There is no clear line of distinc¬ 
tion between normal and abnormal 
in depression. The degree of intensity 
detennin^ whether a depression is 
pathological. Baacally, it is an emo¬ 
tional reaction. 


Depression has specific charac¬ 
teristics which distinguish it from all 
other emotional states. It represents 
disorders whose chief feature is sense 
of loss. 

The reaction is typified by an 
emotirmal state which is expressed 
by a loss of interest in the world out¬ 
side the self, loss of activity, loss of 
capacity to love and loss of feeling of 
self-regard to a point that finds ex¬ 
pression in self-reproach and may 
even culminate in suicidal impulses. 

The response is best understood 
as a loss-complex. This manifests in 
various ways and produces changes 
in the emotional lire of the person. 

It is as widespread as anxiety. It 
may be found as an accompaniment 
to all other emotional and bodily dis¬ 
orders. It's a rare affliction that is not 
accompanied by some clement of 
depression. 

A remarkable aspect of depres¬ 
sion is that it may pa.ss off wil^out 
leaving a trace. A further peculiarity 
is that it may turn into elation. - 

It is severe self<riticism which 
drives the person to think himself as 
worthless. His criticism is extended 
beyond the present and into the past. 

In this frame of mind, he is sleep¬ 
less, woiried and shows little desire 
for food or life. 

Tn many instances, the self-ac¬ 
cusations however well they may 
apply to the person, actually seem 
more characteristic of someone who 
is loved or should have been loved 
and the reproaches against such a 
erson are not directed to the person 
ut shifted to the self. 

Seif-accu-sation is the key to the 
malady. The attack on die self is 
revealed as an unconscious expres¬ 
sion of disappointmoit, and anger or 
hatred, toward another pereon, or 


even circumstance or a diing, 
directed onto die self. 

The aggression, therefore, 
directed toward the outside world is 
turned against the self. In this 
process, the objects of the aggressive 
impulses are viewed wtdi a sense of 
loss and with feelings of deprivation. 
Hence a mood of despair parvades. 

The torment to die self in its fuller 
meaning becomes apparent. Hence, it 
is asked of the persem who harbours 
active suicidal wishes, whom does he 
really wish to kill or what does he 
really want to destroy? 

There are three cardinal con¬ 
siderations in depression: (!) a deep 
sense of loss of what is loved or 
valued; (2) a conflict of mixed feel¬ 
ings of love and hatred toward what 
is loved or highly valued; (3) a 
heightened overcritical concern with 
the self. 

The relative intensity of one fac¬ 
tor over another may prevail in m- 
dividuai instances. In any case, die 
person is divided against himself. 

There are two main treatments of 
depression. One is psychotherapy, 
addressed to the secondary 
symptoms. It is aimed at being sup¬ 
portive, watchful and careful, wait¬ 
ing for the condition to pass over. 

The other is psychoanalytic treat¬ 
ment, which aims at a resolution of 
the basic conflicts of the reaction. 

If you suffer a great deal from 
this kind of depression you will take 
care to get a medical dieck-im. Ycnir 
moods could be a warning to me doc¬ 
tor that something was wrong physi¬ 
cally. But with most of us the cause 
lies within ourselves and so does die 
cure. 

The firat thing to do is to take H 
for granted that you will not be «1- 
toays on tc^ of die world. Everybody 
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has emoti^ma! ups and downs. 

Take your mood for what it is, 
ai\d^ence don't take it too seriously. 
Tt is iinpleasant and a ntiisance, but it 
ceirfa^ly will pass. Emerson's advice 
is "Wait for your returning strength." 
Just wait till the rising tide ebbs. Ebb 
it must. 

Take tliis metaphor Clouds are 
clinging to mountains. The weather 
indicates that a downpour is im¬ 
minent. Not one speck of blue sky is 
to be seen. Suddenly you find your¬ 
self bathed in the sunlight. The 
clouds' that had seemed to stretch 
from horizon to horizon just vanish. 
This is what happens to your emo¬ 
tional invaders also. 

The remedy for your depression 
lies mostly in yourself. Do not identify 
yourself witli it, for, by doing so you 
merely increaK* its power over you. 

Depression is like a fear; it grows 
by being given attention. If it is 
treated to a little wholesome neglect 
it will quickly pass. 

When we give way to a mood of 
despair, we identify ourselves with 
our worst selves, we lock ourselves in 
a dungeon of our own making. But 
we can come out any time we want. 
Why live in an emotional jail? 

Of course it is possible that we 
have a good reason for our depres¬ 
sion. Sometimes circumstances are 
difficult. We are up against some¬ 
thing or somebody. There is reason 
for frustration. But when we are 
depressed, it will help us a good deal 
if we remember the respon.sibility we 
owe to otlters and our own self. 

Nothing spreads more quickly 
than depression. It is like a fog which 
envelopes the whole of a building or 
place Of work, seeping into every nook. 

The poet John Masefield makes 
one of his characters talk about "the 
harm I done by being me". To realise 
that one's moods are harming other 
people may give one a salutary jolt 
right out of the blues. 

If you feel "browned off", force 
yourself to think of doing something 
for somebody else. It doesn't matter 
much what it is, so long as it involves 
a real effort to snap out of dungeon of 
the self. 


William James' principle that the 
physical expression of an emotion 
deepens and reinforces it, while the 
refusal of physical expression 
diminishes and may extinguish it, is 
a significant point to rem^ber here. 

If you slump in a chair with 
brows knitted, expressitm of despair 
will make you feel ill even if there i.s 
nothing wrong. 

Brace up and make yourself smile, 
to speak ch«rfully to someone, to at¬ 
tempt sjmnpathetically to enter into 
anoff\er's needs and desires, brings 
about a disiirable change. 

Suggestions 

O out for a brisk walk. Stride 
along wiffi your shoulders back, 
your arms swinging, and with 
regular deep breaths, and you begin 
to feel better. 

Look out deliberately for things 
to interest you, look for sights and 
sounds you have never noticed 
before. A sense of wonder washes 
you from inside. 

Take yourself in hand as your 
own "patient". See that the "patient" 
goes through the motions you 
prescribe, and the cloud of gloom 
will begin to di.sappear. 

Apply treatment to the pricks 
and scratches that life gives. Situa¬ 
tions which upset, attitudes and 
words of other people that give of¬ 
fence, these are like thorns which 
prick your fingers. They will do no 
harm if we pull them out at once, but 
will fester if we leave them. 

You cannot prevent others' ac¬ 
tions and words. But your reaction to 
them is in your control. Don't let 
others puncture your self-esteem. 

When Edison's dog jumped 
upon his table, tumbling a burning 
candle, reducing important work of 
ears to a.shes, he remarked, "You 
ave burnt all my mistakes," 

Your reaction matters. It also 
counts more than you imagine it 

dfH'S. 

Many a dark spell could be 
avoided by deal ing at once with some 
minor cause. You must cultivate emo¬ 
tional resilience. 

"The personality structure, like 



the body, lives in a world where hurt¬ 
ful things happen. A state of m«ital 
and emotiond! health is maintained, 
not by avoiding every slightestinjury 
but by reciqj^ation from injury", 
says Harry Overstreet. 

Every black mood is not caused 
by pin-pricks. You may have very 
good reason for depression. Some¬ 
times circumstances are difficult, you 
are up against something or some¬ 
body and there is definite reason for 
unhappiness. 

At such times it helps to remem¬ 
ber that in the end what matters is not 
one's circumstances but one's ap¬ 
proach to them. 

Beethoven, going deaf at the time 
of greatest peri<'>d of his composition, 
said: "1 will seize fate by the throat, 
a.ssuredly it will not get me down." 

Life has to go on. l>etermine to 
make the best of it. 'There arc still im¬ 
portant things waiting to be done, iwen 
when you are feeling "browned off". 

In the end, w'c w'ill best forestall 
this feeling by filiing our lives with 
u.seful work that keeps life fresh and 
zestful. 

Give yourself some absorbing 
aim, something you feel is too impor¬ 
tant to leave even for a day. Feel an 
obligation to carry it through. It will 
save you from falling a prey to many 
dark moods of dusappointments. 

Fver-fresh interests which polisli 
and develop the personality, the 
study of great works fliat unfold to 
life's meanings, the enjoyment of 
hobbies and pursuits some service to 
the community, keep you emotional¬ 
ly ro.silient and free from the harm of 
emotional impostors. 

Dr Claire Weeks suggests: To 
cure depression, keep cKcupied. He 
warns: Keep off that bed in the 
daytime. 

Depres,sion is an illness fuel as 
influenza is. Nature is wanting as 
readily to cure one as the other. 

Vernon Howard's words can 
help you snap out of your black cel¬ 
lar Says he, "Happiness is the way 
you an., not the way things are." 

Finally, never lose sight of the 
fact that the central letter in "WIN" is 
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VOCABUtARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. ambivdent: (a) mixeii feelings (&) absolute power 

(c) double-talk (d) boastful attitude. 

2. brawl: (a) compromise (b) negotiate (c) borrow 

(d) quarrel. 

3. chequered: (a) light and shade (b) sound and fury 

(c) fortune (good and bad) (d) right and wrong. 

4. daub: (<?) smear (b) clarify (c) magnify (d) hurt. 

5. execrable: (a) pleasant (b) terrible (c) relative 

(d) cowardly. 

6. flak: (a) admiration (b) criticism (c) amusement 
(d) depression. 

7. guffaw: (a) excitement (h) violence (c) description 
(d) laughter. 

8. heyday: (a) inauguration (b) celebration (r) suc¬ 
cess (d) depiction. 

9. impetus: (a) force (b) sensation (c) trial (d) credit. 

10. jangle: (a) compensate (b) dictate (c) listen (d) ir¬ 
ritate. 

11. kitty: (a) lottery (b) bribe (c) money (d) debit. 

12. make-shift: (a) intrigue (fe) substitute (c) appoint¬ 
ment (d) coronation. 

13. obese: (a) prosperous (b) bulky (c) modern 
(d) orthodox. 

14. placid: (a) ugly (b) helpful (c) arrogant (d) calm. 

15. quagmire: (n) problem (b) solution (c) discussion 
(d) decision. 

16. rejuvenate: (t?) manufacture (b) reward (c) renew 
(d) regret. 

17. spoof: (fl) excuse (b) generosity (c) imitation 
(d) donation. 

18. vulnerable: (n) innocent (b) weak (c) ignorant 
(d) guilty. 

19. wiggle: (u) jump (b) fly (c) float (d) shake. 

20. zippy: («) lively (f») pathetic (r) ugly (d) comic. 


ANSWERS 


1. ambivalent: (a) mixed feelings 

—Most politicians prefer to adopt an ambivalent at¬ 
titude towards/to controversial issues, 

2. brawl: (d) quarrel, fight. 

—When heavily drunk, gangs of youth started brawl¬ 
ing in the street. 

3. chequered: (c) fortune (good and bad). 

—'The writer who Is being honoured today has had a 
chcqueral career. 

4. daub: (a) smear, spread. 

—To the amusement of all present in the party, she 
daubed her face with thick make-up. 

5. execrable; (6) terrible. 


—^To their utter dismay, p 4 j«nts were fed up with the 
execrable marmers of their son. 

6. flak: (&) criticism (severe). 

—^For his off the cuff remarks on tiie freedom (rf press, 
the minister has come in for a lot of fiai(. 

7. guffaw: (d) laughter (noisy). 

—While watching a comic show on the TV. children 
were letting out loud guffaws. 

8. heyday: (c) success, prosperity, glory. 

—Steam railways had their//eyday in the 19th century. 

9. impetus: (a) force, motive, incentive. 

—The new Economic Policy aims at giving a fresh 
impetus to trade, industry and employment generation. 

10. jangle: (d) irritate, upset, rattle. 

—indiscriminate use of loud-speakers ft>r a variety of 
purposes, jangle on the ears and spread noise pollution. 

11. kitty: (t ) money (joint pool). 

—After the calamity people put their contribu- 
tion/monoy in a kitty and then bought food/clothe,s for 
the victims. 

12. make-shift: (b) substitute, stop-gap. 

—Tents, as makeshift arrangements, were put up to 
house refugee.s coming from across tlie borders. 

13. obese: (1>) bulky, fat. 

—India's iihese public sector built over the years is 
undergoing drastic changes under the policy of liberalisa¬ 
tion/privatisation. 

14. placid: (d) calm, peaceful. 

—The placid waters of the Dal lake have been terribly 
disturbed by militancy and mindless violence. 

15. quagmire: (a) problem, dilemma. 

—How to effectively counter the menace of growing 
population, has become a quagmire for policy- 
makcrs/demographeis. 

16. rejuvenate: (r) renew, refresh, strengtficn. 

—The GATT agreement is a major step towards 
rejuivnating the economies of member-countries. 

17. spoof: (c) imitation, parody, trick. 

—The current TV. serial is a poor spoof horror film 
produced in Hollywocxl. 

18. vulnerable: (h) weak, defenceless, unprotected. 

—Under the feudal system, the poor and the landless 

were the most vulrwrable secHons of people in the hands of 
land-lords. 

19. wiggle: (d) shake. 

—Some people are in the habit of wiggling their toes 
when travelling or watching a film. 

20. zippy: (a) lively, energetic, vigorous. 

—In a highly competitive world of today, only those 
who are quite zippy in thought and action can hope to 
make a mark in life! 
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AsK from your local dealer or order direct 
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